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Destroyer losses and failures are recounted in this volume as well as destroyer 
gains and successes. Unless one bows to Napoleon’s definition of history as “a fiction 
agreed upon,” mistakes must be recorded, if only in the interest of veracity. Aside 
from the manifest virtue of a truthful record, an honest accounting of mistakes 
contains instruction value— if man learns through trial, he may also learn through 
error. The leaders of the Navy’s Destroyer Service, acknoAvledging this forthright 
doctrine, subscribe to the standard set by the ancient Lucian of Samosata; ‘‘The 
historian’s one task is to tell the thing as it happened.” As it happened, the Navy’s 
destroyermen committed their share of errors, and the share included tactical 
flounders, collisions, clashes with friendly ships or aircraft through recognition or 
communication failures, and other mistakes of commission and omission. Altogether 
serious errors were remarkably few— amazingly few •when one considers the global 
scope of the destroyer effort, the number of ships involved, and the hazardous cir- 
cumstances of their involvement— but those few major errors are herein reported for 
their instructive worth. So is the story of the wretched torpedo performance caused 
by a defective torpedo— a weapon’s failure which hampered the Navy’s destroyer 
effort, even as it hamstrung the Navy’s submarine effort, from the start of World 
War II until the torpedo’s belated correction in 1943. From such mistakes lessons 
were learned which may serve to guide the destroyerman of tomorrow. 

This volume, however, is not to be considered a textbook on any aspect of de- 
stroyer warfare, A type history, it presents a comprehensive picture of destroyer 
operations— the record of a service, and a summary of its achievements— the story 
of a war effort composed of, by, and for the destroyermen of the United States Navy, 

The book is based on material drawn from action reports, ship diaries, and war 
records on file in the Office of Naval History. Made available by the courtesy of 
Rear Admiral John B. Heffernan, U.S.N., said material was researched by Rear 
Admiral Thomas L. Wattles, U.S.N. (Ret.), a veteran destroyer officer who saw 
action in Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Pacific theaters, and whose experience with 
Navy Training Activities admirably qualified him for the research task— a labor 
involving the study, selection, and meticulous checking of hundreds of documentary 
items and thousands of reports. Additional material was drawn by author and 
researcher from contemporary news and periodical accounts, from authoritative 
reference works, from the notes of individual officers and men, and from the works 
of contemporary historians, with particular acknoivledgement due the writings of 
Rear Admiral Samuel Eliot Morison, U.S.N. R. (Ret.), eminent historian, and Cap- 
tain Walter Karig, U.S.N.R., author oi Battle Report. Current volumes by the fore- 
mentioned authors were studied for views of the general war panorama. Statistical 
data and ship- and submarine-sinking assessments offered in the present volume are 
drawn from the compilations of the United States Strategic Bombing Survey, the 
Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee, and The U. S. Navy at War, Official Re- 
ports, by Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, U.S.N. The text as presented was organized 
and written by Theodore Roscoe, former specialist in the employ of the Training 
Publications Section, Training Division, Bureau of Naval Personnel. 
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The book -svas designed and illustrated by Lieutenant Coccmander rred Freeman-, 
U.S.N.K., whose, work distinguished U. S:. Siibmarine Operaiions in World War U: 
The photo.graphs were, selected by- Freeman from thousands sigiited irt the photo- 
graph libraries at Anacostia, die Public- Information- Division, of the. U. Si Coast 
Guard, various destroyer bases. Navy archives, and. Bureau of Naval Fersorrrrel, and 
private collections. Miss Mary A. Baer and Mrs. Velma L.. Mitchell of. dm Naval 
Still Picture. Library were of material assistance in locatingrphotogranhs, and Daniel 
Payne, AOC, U.S.N. and James F., Crickey, KDL U.SlN. puHed over I7i000 prints- 
from library hies. Freeman's drawings were, reconstructed from action reports, ivar 
diaries, and from sketches made, by the artist, while servmg: on tour of duty irr. de- 


stroyers. 


All technical aspects of, naval and destroyer operations, herein presented, tvere. 
subject in manuscript form ter the, editing: of. Rear Admiral Thomas. L. Watties. 
Additional technical assistance was furnished by officers orr duty- ivith the. Training: 
Division, Bureau of Naval Personnel. The manuscript's -preparatiomvas. generously 
aided by critical comment from a number of. destroyer offiicers, especially valua.ble.- 
beingrthat of Vice Admiral IValden L. Ainsworth, U.FN. (Ret.); Rear Admiral F Tl 
Wooiridge, U.SiN. (ComDesLant, 1949); Rear Admiral Arleigh A. Burke, U.SiN.; 
Ream Admiral Ralph Farle, Jr, U.SiN.; and Captain J. \V. Boulivaxe, U.SiN. 

First, draft of the manuscript was- edited by Lieutenant - Commander John Jl 
Hession, U'.SiN.R., who freely contributed spare: hours to- this effibrt,. and, to- v/hom- 
the author is indebted for literary counsel. Miss Loretta McCrindle. and- Miss 
Barbara Gilmore, of the. Office, of. Naval Kistor)',. appreciably aided the. research 
dfort. Publication of the work was suggested and sponsored by Captain Jl B- Rooney. 
U.SIN., Captain H. P. Rice, U.S'.N., Captain, A. L. Renken, U.SiN.,, and Captain 
C. "iV. Pressey, U.SiN.. all of the. Training Division, Bureau of.Naval Fersonnel. and 


ardent advocates of. Destroyer Sfevice. IVhile the Birreau of.Naval Fersonnel is not 
the publisher of this history, the, v/ritingand publication of. the.- ivork 'vere.made. 
possible by the. enthusiastic interest and iruciative, of. the. forenamed officers. 






INTBODVCIION 


Nearly one hundred and fifty years ago. Lord Nelson, chasing a phantom Villeneuve 
across countless leagues of the Atlantic, fiercely complained, “When I die, you ’ivill 
find this want of frigates graven upon my heart.” By World War II the lifting sail 
of these fast, light ships had given way to the airplane for the primary service of 
reconnaissance, but the complaints of the Admirals were much the same. When at 
grips with the enemy on the sea, under the sea, or in the air, no Task Force Com- 
mander ever had enough destroyers. 

For these swift, small ships, grown to light cruiser stature from the torpedo boats 
of former wars, were indispensable in every operation— the advance guard of the 
strong, the protector of the weak; the lance to thrust, and the shield to parry. They 
were the eyes and ears of the Fleet, the radar screen to detect attack by air, and the 
sub-surface sound screen to ward off attack from beneath the sea. Mounting multiple 
weapons for every type of offense, these ships had the power of sixty thousand horses 
to carry this armament swiftly to the attack. The enemy in every fiber of his being 
was to suffer from the rapier-like thrusts of the destroyer— the torpedo for the battle- 
ship, the depth charge for the submarine, the gun for the airplane or the pillbox 
on the beachr-the greatest concentration of power in a lightweight fighter the seas 
have ever seen. 

In war, the strength of the offensive is as the strength of the line of communica- 
tions— the service of supply. In the pages to follow will be found the saga of the 
small ships whose unwearied watch brought thousands of our youth safely to distant 
shores to form for the assault; whose guns blazed the way across the beach for them; 
and whose youth then returned to the weary watch to escort yet more ships to distant 
shores with those thousands of tons of supplies required to make the assault successful. 

And these small ships with the lethal punch were versatile; no job was too small, 
no task too great. The older ships became fast minelayers and minesweepers; some 
were converted into destroyer-transports; some even became patrol plane tenders, 
to bring the service of information ever closer to the enemy. Many types were evolved 
for special duties, principal among these being destroyer escorts, designed to meet 
and defeat the submarine menace. And defeat it they did. And, with the changes 
war itself must bring, the character of the first-line destroyer itself was changed. 
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Thus the Carrier Task Force became our greatest offensive vreapon, and its screen- 
ing a major destroyer mission; thus the enemy threat from the air overshadotred all 
else, and the destroyer bristled tvith anti-aircraft guns. 

Finally, as the tvar in the Pacific entered its latter stages, the once proud Japanese 
Na%7 had disappeared from the surface of the sea; there -sv'ere no targets left for 
torpedoes, so for us the torpedo boat as such ceased to e.xist. In her place Tiras still 
the destroyer, notv to fight its greatest battle as the radar picket in the battle for 
Okinawa. Torpedoes had been replaced by new deteaion devices to find and plot 
the “bogey,” and fighter-director teams were placed on board to bring our ov.m 
planes into action. In addition each ship could now put up a veritable curtain of 
anti-aircraft fire— the knockout punch for the Kamikaze. 

The ring-dot^m of the curtain at Okinawa— die end of the show— brought the most 
bitter naval batde of the ivar to the destroyer, and ended in victory for the radar 
picket. Day after day, tveek after tveek, the suicide assault from the air took its toll 
of the small ships; day after day other pickets took their place— to hold the screen 
and to shoot the enemy doum. The Jap had to destroy the screen before any attack 
on the transports could meet ivith success. For us, there could be no driving in of 
pickets. The line miirl hold. 

Out soldiers and marines ivent ashore standing up; the bitter batde for them lay 
ahead, but an unbroken line of supply teas to insure their victory’. The real rfiaory 
came first to the small ships ivho held the line- but at irhat cost] At the end of six 
weeks our losses in ships sunk and severely damaged on the picket line tvere greater 
than the total number of United States destroyers in commission at the beginning 
of the tvar. Our nsval casualties in killed and missing— the men tvho ivould never 
come home— tvere greater than those of the combined Army and Marine forces on 
shore. But— the last despairing effort of the Kamikaze "was defeated— the line held— 
the "work horse of the Fleet had proved once more a thoroughbred. 

Many of the readers of the following pages ■vs’ill be those tvho served in Industry 
on the home front— the source of supply -which made possible the i\’inning of the 
War. They "ivill take pride in reading of the men Avho -^vent doim to the sea in small 
ships to help keep the supply lines open. And then there ^vill be the soldiers— who 
varied the monotony of their progress overseas by watching the destroyers knife 
their zigzag course in search of the prey^ing submarine. They may well take pride 
in reading about what the sailors went through to get the Army over there. 

And, lastly, there will be those of that half million officers and men. Regular and 
Reser\'e, ^•^ho joined the ^vaI to live and sweat, fight and die, in these small ships. 
They held their heads high, rvith fierce pride. They became the soul and spirit of 
the Destroyer Navy. Of them we may all be very, very proud. 

Walden L. Ainsworth 

Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy (Retired) 

COMMANDER DESTROYERS 
PACIFIC FLEET 

July 1942 to January 1949 
October 1944 to July 1945 
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CHAPTER 1 


DESTROYERS AND DESTROYERMEN 



Here Come The Small Boys! 

Night, and a sea lathered with storm. A small gray ship, her bows 
streaming spume, fights her way across the heaving slopes and sinking 
valleys of water. Off in the blowing murk anotlier vessel rides the sea— 
a lo^v-lying craft that slides through the tvaves like a gliding shark. 
Suddenly the little gray ship spears the blackness with a shaft of light 
that reveals the second craft in dim silhouette. At once the little gray 
ship charges, rolling her beam ends under. There is a crash, the shock 
of collision. Pinned together, the nvo vessels tvrestle in the storm; then 
the shark, t\'ounded, burrows into the sea. In her wake, the small gray 
ship releases a tumble of iron cylinders. Lightning flashes beneath the 


'es, and there is thunder down under. Some time 
r a deep-sea blast is heard. The little ship steams 
y. She is U.S.S. Borie, and she has just killed a 
man submarine. . . . 

>n the other side of the world, equatorial ocean, 
i tliree little ships advancing across blue water, 
uptly they pause, circle about, spatter the surface 
1 darts that dig into the water like needles. And 
sently the surface is rumpled by explosions— up 
les a dark blot of oil, scraps of rubbish, a bit of 
;am. The three little ships sail on. They are U.S.S. 
;land, U.S.S. George, and U.S.S. Raby, conduct- 
one of the greatest submarine hunts in naval his- 
'. By the time it is over, little England, single- 
ded, will have demolished five Japanese undersea 
ts, and dealt the coup-de-grace to a sixth. Thereby 
2tting a Japanese defense plan and undermining 
and by the Japanese Imperial Navy. . . . 
nd here is a dark foreshore under a ridge of 
ming mountains. Inland, the guns are thunder- 
and the foothills are splashed with bursts of fire 
smoke. Littered with crates, bales, boxes, gear, 
)aulins, the beaches are alive with crawling ma- 
lery-jeeps, bulldozers, tractors, trucks, tanks, 
aming shoreward are herds of snubnosed iron 
's, parades of troop-carrying barges, ugly little 


ferries that swim in like armored beetles. Offshore 
are tlie transports, farther out the men-of-war: battle- 
ships, cruisers, perhaps a carrier on the horizon. And 
ivitli them those little gray ships— always those little 
gray ships. 

Someone signals for a shore bombardment. The 
little gray ships open fire in company with the big, 
steaming close inshore with batteries booming. Down 
the sky comes a flock of enemy planes. The little gray 
ships raise a savage anti-aircraft barrage. The scene 
can be Sicily, or it can be Saipan. It can be Nor- 
mandy or Okinawa. Saipan or Sicily, Normandy or 
Okinawa— tvherever American invasion forces go 
ashore, one sees U.S.S. Newcomb . . . Longshaw , . . 
Hazelwood . . . F. C. Davis . . . Monssen . . . Corry 
. . . Hambleton . . . Dallas . . . Colhoun . . . 
Oberrender— divisions and squadrons of these little 
gray ships. . . . 

Another scene: a group of American escort-carriers 
steaming along in the early morning of a dangerous 
day. Salt wind, and a pastel twilight; then sunrise 
painting the open sea. And now on the horizon ap- 
pear enemy masts: four battleships, eight cruisers, 
eleven destroyers— dragons wanting nothing better 
than to get their teeth into baby flat-tops. Planes take 
to the sky like angered bees. Guns rumble, and the 
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orcan's surface is sjiiasheS by ihelis. .Ann us fhe rar- 
risr ^nup svbeeis td sscape, u iitue jrrav suir— tiie 
Tj-S-S. jDHNSTOK—s'ireri'es nboui and malces a dash 
srrairfii for tiie nneominp ic^fatiians. 

TTliE little snip's puns are ulaainp, iter tomeuoes 
streak tiie T.-atcr iiice an nnening fait. Jiehind iier, 
Dtiier little atrrs’ ships are coming— Sort, and Sma- 
TviAKK. JOHK C. TpITTlit.. .T)rK:tis. TvAf-Motm. and 
S.-'CMUiX IB. Tvairnvrs. 

SM/iix nnrs eomes a rrneiuiiif order:' hr -rnirc radio. 
SAiriTL Ears dk ' 7 ^:v sTAUEDAnn nuAtrrm irrrmrosr 
rrmi SAroim nm'.mrN aixn Atvai n:~\:v cauisras 

The "men” are tiie United fitates carriers o; Admi- 
ral C. A. T. Sprague. The "small hors” are me little 
gray ships T.’hicli are rushing into imttie like terriers 
atraciting Great Uanes. In lite coiling driin o: smthee 
they disappear, reanpear. dart in and nut. hrinr as 
they dodge. Iittplosinns iiasn around tliem. Thundet- 
Dus blasts hurl up ioaming stacia DtT.-ater. Unsr little 
Jdhkstox h nil, Teeiing ahout; her companiom 
slashed and scorciied in the tempest oT shellrire. 

Again the s-nice radio cracitiss. 

SAiycti Eors “oua: ~cnt nur. SHcemr) ATTAcr. 

The little gray ships form tin and carr-' on. nght- 
ing one of the decisis'e battles ol me Pacific ~\'ar. 

"Small bop,” AdmhaJ Snrague railed mem. Put 
those litttie grav ships did a man-size Job. They, and 
scores Jilte them. Thes- srere tite destrosercs and rite 
desrrover-escorrs of the United Sates Ivapt. 

Some called titem "cans.” The'-' mean: the Avord 
for a noun. Put the destroyers clanged it to a A'erb, 
“Can” meaning ‘'I\dlcD.” and "able to do.” 

And they did. . . . 

On escort-oI-cons-Dy dup- Uniad Sates destroyers, 
destros’er-escorrs, and destmyer-men T.-aged relentless 
■undersea T.atiare against German U-hcars and Japa- 
nese submarines. Or saeening the iieet. tliey taded 
blour Tsith enemv light cruisers, neasp cruisers, 
battleships. They neld their osm against tite T:/t/- 
-XL’aJfc artn shot it nut trim the kaov hazes. They 
scoued and reconnoitered. penetated enems- nune- 
iieids, entered enemy nafhnrs.. delis-ered desasating 
shore homnardments. They sersad as liie-sasms "and 
A’-edettes, ns Areather-reportexs, as minelayers, asrron- 
tier guards, ns radar pickets. They opeaed as nlocU 
idexs and troon catxiers, and surace raioexs, -rmh 
they Asnfked A*sini es’ervfiiiug from nrmihibinus teams 
landing n nartA' ni .Arms' scouts on a Pysspeciv ntull. to 
niAasiDn mmadas landing armies nn .a mniinenal 
roast. 

Tiirhting the Patue ni the .Atlantic, tiie Atlantic 
Uestrover Torre IDesLnnt) patmlten Americas mast- 


iine from Jjahrador to Prazil. guarded the Gul: hi 
IdeidcD, the Cariiiijean. and tiie npproache.: 'to the 
Panama Uianal. Uesimt desrrnvers escorted CDnsTr-' 
after zanro’r to Pritain. ZThs^' tritarded ~me meat 
trnor-iifts tol\orth.-'ifrica and ihe United TxnxdDm: 
carried tiie ‘Torci:” to -file iieachiieads rd luornccc; 
.screened tiie iniasior. farce.- in die .deditetmiexn: 
stormed tiie heaciies o: lailv, routhem Trante. and 
Aormanriy. AnieratingArid'/bahyfiat-tDnsm ‘iiimter- 
kilier” groups. diejestaiv.nrtULDf and doiarhr'UZ s 
szauTfeL Ttitler-'s Arolroaclr from the mid-Adantia 
Significantly ennugi:, a Ueiltm: destrofer ;fired 
fir.st American siio: o: I'fDrid AVar T. tmd :ir Tcaic 
Island Sound a lev hnurs before German'- 's mr- 
render, UesUan: uendi aharee.- desrros'ed iheUs'.Tiaz: 
TUma: raider domed in. --imerrcar'A’.'aters. 

Tigiiting die Pattle o: the Pacific, a T)T .hi the 
Pacific Uesirnyer Tom; DeiPac'- fired the tmehirc: 
sim: a: Pearl Tiarhor. I’eteran AsiaricTiee: destroTers 
i)ore die brunt of die lan-anese naral onixaidh: oa 
diePhihnpinet. andPacifir destrnrersiieid'ihe’hattie- 
line in die Aieiitian.- and contested tiie enemyi- ad- 
A'ance or. .Ausiraiia. In. die Coral Sea and a: luinary 
dies- screened die IfasA'j emhattied -tailt gmiros. 
Tiies hammered die mrader in theroloiriDiis.'nierr- 
iieaded die .Iver,' Guinec .cnunter-nnensiTe. 'iaitexed 
the enem' 's Pismarel: ciaiiel. Trcm 'die Gilberts :tr 
die hiarianas. from Palau to Terte Giilt. and trtaa 
die Philippines ro the Ponins and 'ihe Tanse: Sioro. 
Pacific desernyers and desrrnyer-escorts n'eie in tne 
rortea o: conihat. Heroicali'- eniinfing tdie rep- 
ordeal of OitinaAra. -these damities.- ■Avarshms Avare 
more dian endued to lead tiie -rirmrious Unitec 


States Tiee: to Japan. 

In inur A’car? of tVvT-nman cnnfiict there Ata.- 
scarei'- a m'.al niietation. hatfie. -or canmaign A-meis- 
in die.s£ big litde-shros A-CTe mot in acdon. 

The destroyers tcokpunishmen—no nmertype -n: 
United States Avarshio stmered as man'-- rnidiat tasu- 
alries. Trom all causes, TI AmericanClCls.ann _r Te-.- 


— a total of ST "small hnTs'^-A\'eie.iDSt durini 


Put "die meraentaae of the mumier that .-sax.' Atar mny- 
(somealf .desrro'versand AI= destro^ar-esaoxis'' ameiir- 
rates the xasualm mnine. So does rnznpatmnn Arim 
eiiem's- desrrn'>-er losses (ihe laramese. for -insrmte. 
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submarines, destrosad atleasttas: 
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le damage inflicted by their innumerable shore 
ymbardments defies accurate statistical assessment. 
Dr could adding machines total the value of anti- 
bmarine sweeps that cleared the tvay for Allied 
srchant shipping and troop transports— or the value 
destroyer screens -which time and again successfully 
warted enemy attack on the aircraft carriers, battle- 
ips, and cruisers of the United States Atlantic and 
cific Fleets. 

Steel ships and steel men, the Na-vy’s Destroyer 
irces made valiant history in World War II. In so 
ing they fulfilled the promise of a service which 
d developed as a potverful fleet arm in the previous 
If century. 

This is their story. 

'stroyer Ancestry (DD Origin) 

Cinnamon-bearded David Dixon Porter tvas an 
Imiral who got things done. 

In the autumn of 1864 the Civil War circumstances 
led for decisive action on the part of the Federal 
ivy. Up the Roanoke River (in a cornfield, no less) 
j Confederates had constructed a powerful ironclad 
n, the C. S. S. Albemarle. Launched in die spring 
1864, this behemoth had waddled doivnstream and 
It to kindling a task group of wooden blockaders 
the estuary. Lurking up the Roanoke, she became 
nenace to Federal plans for a drive against Fort 
her down the Carolina coast. 

"^he drive had to go. Fort Fisher guarded "Wilming- 
1 , the sole remaining Confederate outlet on the 
antic seaboard. Its capture would deprive the 
ith of vital sustenance by cutting Lee’s last major 
jply line from overseas. But there was Albemarle, 
the Roanoke, •\vaiting to rush from her lair to 
ercept any southbound invasion fleet, 
admiral Porter found the antidote for this poison. 
New York Na-vy Yard two astute engineers, Messrs, 
lod and Lay, had designed a new type of picket 
it— a 30-foot launch, shallow draught, powered by 
i^m, carrying a "spar torpedo’’ in the bow. A spe- 
1 rigging permitted the spar to be raised, lowered, 
I otherwise manipulated. Thus the operator could 
ach the torpedo and leave it planted under the 
jet ship’s keel. A lanyard could be yanked to pull 
bomb-trigger ^vhen the launch had retired to 
; distance. 

’orter heard about this torpedo-armed launch from 
! 1-year-old naval oflScer, Lieutenant W. B. Cush- 
, a combat veteran whose war record was an 
Lology of exploits. With Albemarle in mind, 
hing had fitted out three spar-torpedo launches 
the New York yard and set out with the little craft 
Hampton Roads. One launch foundered at sea. 


another went aground on the Virginia capes. Bat- 
tered by high seas whicli stvept clothing and instru- 
ments overboard, Cushing’s sole surviving launch 
made it, the eight-man crew half starved from a 
week on hardtack, the young lieutenant as gaunt as 
the spar on the bow— and as volatile as the terminal 
torpedo. 

Reporting personally to Porter on the Admiral’s 
flagship, Cushing begged permission to make a single- 
handed attack on tlie Albemarle. Go up the 
Roanoke, beard the iron rhinoceros in her lairl 

David Dixon Porter, who had participated in simi- 
larly hazardous ventures, gave this venture his per- 
mission. He also gave Cushing reinforcements— extra 
hands for his crew, and instructions to the squadron 
blockading the Roanoke to go to the rescue if tlie 
ram pursued the raider down river. 

Date: October 27, 1864. Scene: channel of the 
Roanoke River, black under misty night rain. Cush- 
ing’s boat chugged quietly up the tvatenvay, totving 
a cutter from the U.S.S. Shamrock. In the launch 
with Cushing -were six officers and eight bluejackets. 
The cutter Avas croAvded Avith armed seamen. ' 

On the tliAvarts the men crouched Avith guns cocked. 
Only a cat-eyed helmsman could see in this murk, 
but the launch seemed to find her oAvn Avay. In the 
boAv stood Lieutenant Cushing, grasping the rigging 
lines and the lanyard of the spar torpedo. 

Deep in Confederate territory they passed enemy 
sentinels. No challenge. They SAVung across the chan- 
nel; there Av’as the great ram snugged against a Avharf. 
In the dimness she resembled an enormous iron Ark 
surrounded by a boom of floating logs— an Ark that 
could bloAv Cushing’s party out of e.xistence Avith a 
single broadside of its 100-pounders. 

Cushing gave tlie Avord, and the launch bore in. 
Albemarle heard something and hailed; then a 
sentry’s shot stabbed the gloom. On the river bank a 
signal fire blazed (conveniently illuminating the ram); 
up Avent the shrill Rebel yell. Too late the raider 
launch Avas sighted; Cushing Avas already on target. 
Glimpsing the log barrier, he had circled off to come 
back in a headlong charge. Driving in through a 
storm of rifle fire, he sent the launcli skidding over 
the slippery logs in a rush that carried her right under 
Albemarle’s casemates. The ironclad fired a broad- 
side. Cushing loAvered the boom. 

Cannon roar and torpedo blast shook the night. 
The launch Avas SAvamped by the explosion. Through 
a tempest of gunfire Cushing and his men swam 
downstream. Only the young lieutenant and one sea- 
man escaped; the others Avere riddled, drowned, or 
made prisoner. But the coastal Avay was cleared for 
the Federal invasion fleet. Downed at her berth up 
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the Roanoke, the ironclad Albemarle lay in ruin, 
torpedoed. 

Thus naval traditions (and ships) are bom. The 
Cushing spirit— a synonym for intrepidity— was to be- 
come a tradition cherished by the U.S. Navy’s de- 
stroyermen. And Cushing’s torpedo boat influenced 
naval warfare to the point of affecting tactics and 
ship construction. For Naval authorities at once saw 
the value of a small warcraft, fast and agile, which 
could race in to strike under a larger warship’s guard. 
Manifest were the possibilities of the torpedo punch 
below the waterline. 

A direct descendant of Cushing’s launch, then, was 
the torpedo boat, progenitor of the torpedo-boat de- 
stroyer. From it was derived the World War I 
“four-piper,” the immediate predecessor of the mod- 
ern fleet destroyer and the sub-hunting destroyer- 
escort. From the acorn of Cushing’s little boat grew 
the oak of the Destroyer Force— a force of little ships 
designed to take on large assignments. More than 
a few DD’s and DE’s in World War II raced into 
action against Albemarle odds. Among the Navy’s 
modern destroyermen there were many Cushings. 

How appropriate, too, that the naval leader who 
sponsored Cushing's launch was an Admiral whose 
initials were D. D. 

The Torpedo Boat (1870-1898) 

Six months after the Cushing exploit the Navy 
acquired its first torpedo boat, the Spuyten Duyvil 
(Dutch for “spit on the Devil"). She was armed, 
weighed 206 tons, and carried a heavy spar torpedo. 

Five years later Congress authorized the building 
of two torpedo-boat rams, the 800-ton Alarm and the 
1150-ton Intrepid. These were a backward step- 
wooden ships burdened with bulky underwater beaks 
that slowed their speed, hampered maneuverability, 
and thereby impeded the employment of their spar 
torpedo weapons. 

The true torpedo boat did not appear until the 
advent of the self-guiding mobile torpedo, invented 
in the early I870's by an Austrian naval officer. Com- 
mander Lupius, and the British engineer Whitehead. 
Given a torpedo that could run on its own power 
and explode upon striking the target, and provided 
with tubes for the launching of such thunderbolts, 
naval architects lost no time in designing appropriate 
vessels to carry the weapon into battle. Congress, 
however, was dilatory in regard to appropriations. 
The first American torpedo boat equipped with auto- 
mobile torpedoes and launching tubes was not com- 
missioned until 1890. But her name was Cushing. 

Torpedo boat Cushing was a wooden 150'footer, 
powered with 1720-horsepower engines that gave her 


a top speed of 22.5 knots. She carried three torpedo 
tubes. Her torpedoes had a maximum effective range 
of a scant 550 yards, but they were steered by a 
marvelous gyroscopic device which controlled the 
vertical rudder— invention of an American naval 
officer. Lieutenant Howell. Thirty-five torpedo boats 
were commissioned in the United States between 
1890 and 1898. The largest of these— Porter, Du- 
pont, and Rowan— were three-tube 185-tonners capa- 
ble of well over 27 knots. 

The Torpedo-Boat Destroyer (Spanish-American 

War Threat) 

Production of the torpedo boat, and development - 
of the torpedo attack, gave rise to defensive inven- 
tion. Defense called for an armed vessel possessed 
of a speed which enabled it to overtake the torpedo 
boat, plus fire-power for the demolishment of the 
latter. Born was the torpedo-boat destroyer, itself a 
small but powerful warcraft armed with torpedoes, 
and carrying sizable batteries for gun attack. Its 
name was soon shortened to “destroyer,” and its 
mission was enlarged to include such surface actions 
as had previously been delegated to gunboats, small 
monitors, and naval vessels of that caliber. 

The sinking of an iron warship by torpedo boats in 
the Chilean Civil War of 1891 gave impetus to the 
building of torpedo-boat destroyers. In the Battle of 
Yalu (1894), Japanese destroyers completely thwarted 
a squadron of Chinese torpedo boats. And a few 
months later, in a dramatic turnabout at Wei-Hai- 
Wei, Jap torpedomen disabled 14,000 tons of Chinese 
naval vessels. By 1898, when the United States went 
to war with Spain, torpedo warfare was an established 
naval threat, and destroyers were universally on, and 
in, order. 

So far as the United States Navy was concerned, 
they were only on order— the U.S. Fleet did not at 
that date possess any destroyers. The Spaniards, on 
the other hand, were possessed of a destroyer flotilla. 
American intelligence placed several Spanish de- 
stroyers (apparently erroneously) in Manila Bay. It 
was rumored that one or two were in Cuban waters. 
And a destroyer division crossed the Atlantic with 
Admiral Cervera’s ill-fated fleet. 

But Cervera’s destroyers barely made the Atlantic 
crossing. In common with the other Spanish warships, 
they were barnacle-heavy and in slovenly condition. 
Defective boilers plagued the engineers, and the 
three had to be towed most of the way. Terrors 
boilers gave out at Martinique, where the fleet put 
in for coal, and only Plut6n and Furor managed to 
reach the fatal harbor of Santiago, Cuba. 

At Santiago the Spanish destroyers might have ac- 
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complished something, but for the over-cautiousness 
of Cervera. Inactive, they lay at anchor in the harbor 
while United States warships set up an iron blockade. 
At the end (July 3, 1898) they sailed out and were 
sacrificed with Cervera’s fleet when it made its suici- 
dal sortie. Target for American cruiser guns, the 
two destroyers never had a chance. Plut6n rvas 
promptly driven off course, and Furor ^vas soon 
taggered by a shell-hit. They were finished off by 
the American armed yacht Gloucester which had 
been stationed inshore to deal with the pair. The 
yacht poured rapid pompom fire into the Plut6n, 
ivhich blew up. And the Furor, riddled, went down 
lying a pathetic white flag. 

The few American torpedo craft had no oppor- 
unities except in shore bombardments and cablc- 
:utting expeditions, and the war ended without a 
uccessful torpedo attack by either side. 

But the threat had been obvious and the lesson 
vas learned. American destroyers, then building, were 
lurried down the ways. U.S.S. Bainbridge, the Navy’s 
irst destroyer, was launched in the summer of 
901. By 1906 the American destroyer flotilla num- 
lered 16 ships. Thereafter it was steadily enlarged 
o meet the threat of German sabre-rattling. As the 
orce grew, so did the size, armament, and over-all 
aission of the destroyer. 

'arly Destroyer To "Four-Piper^' (1898-1917) 

Bainbridge, completed in 1902, was a 420-tonner, 
arr)'ing two torpedo tubes, armed with two 5-inch 
O’s and five 6-pounders. Top speed was about 28 
nots. Barry, Chauncev, Dale, Decatur, Hopkins, 
luLL, La'wrence, and Macdonough soon followed. 
In 1901 destroyers Truxtun, Whipple, and Wor- 
en came down the ways— 435-tonners carr)'ing two 
ibes each; armed with 3-inch 50’s and 6-pounders, 
uring the ensuing decade (under the influence of 
’heodore Roosevelt) some 26 destroyers were com- 
dssioned for duty in the U.S. Fleet. 

Steaming in 1915, destroyers Cushing, Ericsson, 
id McDougal were 1,050-tonners, carrying eight 
irpedo tubes and armed with four 4-inch guns. The 
lips were prototypes for 17 more American de- 
royers commissioned by 1916. 

With World War I raging in Europe, the Kaiser’s 
-boats on the rampage, and German aggression 
enacing the United States, Congress voted a hasty 
^val-building program, and a large number of 
iw destroyers were authorized in 1916. The DD of 
is period averaged 1,150 tons, carried twelve tor- 
5do tubes, and 4-inch guns. 

The destroyer’s mission now included scouting 
id screening for the fleet. Destroyer tactics were de- 


signed to suit fast torpedo attacks and hot gun ac- 
tions. Smoke screens were on tlie duty list. Following 
a British cue, American destroyer experts were ex- 
perimenting with anti-submarine devices. The DD 
was becoming versatile. 

Destroyers, World War I 

The neiv American destroyer that steamed into 
battle in World War I was tlie famous "four-piper” 
—so-called because of its four smoke stacks. A flush- 
decker, and rakish, the "four-piper” averaged 1,150 
to 1,215 tons, and had a maximum speed of about 32 
knots. It earned twelve torpedo tubes, and was armed 
with four 4-inch guns and one 3-inch gun. Anti- 
aircraft (AA) guns were a 1917 innovation. Another 
innovation was anti-submarine (A/S) equipment- 
detection gear and weapons. Armed to fight a three- 
dimensional war, the "four-piper” was the Buck 
Rogers ship of its day. After America’s entry into the 
war. Congress authorized the building of 242 of these 
destroyers. 

This huge building program was prompted by a 
German submarine drive ivhich had taken the Euro- 
pean Allies by surprise and was threatening to sink 
Great Britain. 

The Germans began the undersea war in the 
summer of 1914 with 28 submarines, only ten of 
which were Diesel-powered. But by January 1916 
there were 41 Imperial German submarines at sea, 
and exactly one year later there were 103. These new 
U-boats were long-range Diesel jobs— the largest had 
a surface displacement of 1,930 tons— and as their 
number increased, they played havoc on tlie sea lanes 
to Britain. Britain was in a fair way to being starved 
into defeat. 

Desperate cases require desperate remedies. Against 
the U-boats tliey had tried everything from nets to 
Q-boat decoy ships. Among tlie best of the anti-sub- 
marine (A/S) devices produced were the hydrophone 
(a listening instrument) and depth charges. The 
standard depth charge was the "ashcan” type— a cyl- 
indrical container packed with TNT. Rolled over- 
side, this weapon was deadly if it exploded close 
aboard a submerged submarine. Ships were needed to 
carry the "ashcans” into action. By and large the task 
was shouldered by destroyers. 

But the Royal Navy lacked a large destroyer force. 
Some 200 British destroyers were available at the 
start of 1917, most of them war-worn and weary, and 
at least half of them needed with the fleet. And mer- 
chant sinkings were increasing at an alarming rate. 
When the United States entered the war on April 6, 
1917, the British Empire was on the verge of defeat, 

"We must stop these losses and stop them soon,” 
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First Sea Lord Adrairal Jellicoe infonned ■visiting' 
Americiii Adrairal S- Sims- “It is impossible for 
us to go on if sucfi losses continue-'* 

After a look at die Ericbb. Sgures— militar}-, navnl. 
and economic— Sims cabled IV'ashington that England 
had less than a month's food supply, and that only 
the immediate dispatch of American t\-arships. es- 
pecially destroyers, to British ivaters could save the 
AHied situadou- 

To UE- destroyers- then, fell the Erst plav- And 
from Boston Na-i-y Yard they iv'ere under ■svay at 
once— six of them under the leadership of Com- 
mander J. K- Taussig- So it isais that on May 4. 1917. 
QueenstoTm. Ireland- ■v.-as the scene of a historic 
drama. Into the harbor on that date steamed United 
States destroyers IiVimstvoRTE (nagship), CoNnumE-xar. 
Fortes.- ^dcDocc-u:.. D.a.'its- and IVimv-vv-niGi-rr. 

'^'ice --T-dmiral Sir Levds Bayly. RAT™ himself a 
veteran destroyer oEcer. assumed that the .American 
ships v-nuld need time for some overhauL “Ho'v' 
soon." he inc^uired of Commander Taussig, “idil you 
be ready to go out on patroIF* Taussig's reply ■^ms 
to become a Destroyer Force slogan- “IT-V ere reudv 
rrcu'.sfr, thtzi fr. cj rrc.n cs ue /infr,': 

By July there '5\-ere 34 .American destroyers in Bri- 
tain's home maters- They arrived just in time. In 
-AprfL of that year the Germans had sunk a stupen- 
dous SOO.QCO tons of -Allied shipping: London, co•^'e^- 
ing in blackout under Zeppelin raids, ivas going hun- 
gry; the British Empire ■?vas practically on the rocks- 
The -American destroyers brought moral as well as 
physical suppoxx that helped to turn the :\-ar-dde- 
-Ameri'Can destroyer CBriex severely damaged a 
U-boat v.’ith depth charges on June IE. Taussig's Eag- 
ship IVlirswmtTK disabled a German sub a fe'^’ days 
later, and destroyer EmrH.\ar dealt injuries to a third 
before the month oun 

But it -^vcis not as ouensfr'e anti-submarine (-A/S) 
vessels that -American destro-yers starred in "^VYrld 
^V'ar L Snh-hnntihg and kfTTrn g techniques -^N-ere still 
in the trial-and-error stage of de-velopmenn During 
the v.nr, American -A/S forces demolished no more 
d-rTT^ three or four German U-boats, and L'-S- de- 
strevers deemed only one of chese- 

The destrover's big role T\'as as a convoy escom The 
British had tried and abandoned convoying as a 
fcdle efrbrt- They asserted it wus ovmrcostly in v\’ar- 
ships- in port facilities- in time: altogether convoy- 
ins: ■ft'us no t Eeasible- 

-American Admiral Sfrns thoucht other5\dsm "^Vhen 
a tvisT cQuvoy- early in May 1917, steamed finm 
Gibraltar to London -without loss of a ship- the 
“navs" -^ere silenced. They became enthusiastic 
“veas" T^dten a srrable Dnms-.Atlantic convoy, v.-hich 


left Hampton Roads on May 24, made the crossins- 
without mishap- 

Convoying was under ivay. Allied cruisers escorted 
the big ship-trains on the mid-ocean laps -svhere 
shipping had previously been threatened by German 
surface raiders. Destroyers took over at rendezvous 
points (usually within 200 miles of the British Isles) 
to conduct the convoys into port. 

-Adoption of the convoy system spelled “kaput’' 
for the Imperial German submarine effort. .-Ulied 
sinkings steadily declined from the 900,000-ton high 
of -April 1917 to less than 300,000 tons the following 
hTovember. Some 140 U-boats were in active service 
that autumn, but they were losing the .Atlantic batde. 

-As numerous other tv-pes of craft were fighting the 
anti-submarine war, it would be an exaggeradon to 
state that destroyers were the backbone of the Allied 
-A/S effort of IV'orld IVar I- Bat the IV'orld War I 
destroyer was more than worth its weight in “ash- 
cans'* as a protector of shipping. -As of November 
1917. some 227 British destroyers were giving their 
full time to -A 'S v\-arfare. Eventuallv about SO .-Vnier- 
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icon destroyers were similarly engaged in European 
waters- .Altogether, -Allied destroyers sank 34 of the 
Kaiser's L'-boats— a litde better than half the number 
sunk by rurface vessels of other types. 

The World War I L*-boat v\-as a tough customer- 
Case in point, and tv-pical: on -August 3, 1917, the 
-American destroyer P.axkes, sighted the L’-I03 on the 
surface, and went after the rub at top speed. The 
L'-boat immediately dived- She vms trailing oiL how- 
ever, and the destroyermen were able to trace her 
by the oil slick. They overhauled the submerged 
submarine: the L*-boat's blurred silhouette could be 
seen deep under. P.-vxses. dumped one “ashcan" after 
another down on the submersible. The vs-ater boded 
and boomed: off rose to the surface: P.-vsnEK. retired, 
all hands conEdent they had v\Tecked the U-boat. 
LM03 was severelv damaged, but she survived- 

The L'-boat crews, however, were not quite so 
durable as their boats. Depth-charging v\-as al' 5 \-ays 
hard on crew' morale. The submariners, who had en- 
joyed a Roman holiday early in the war, were now 
suffering chronic battle fatigue- 

On November 17, 1917, -American destroyers F.^x- 
XEVG and Nickolsox teamed up to finish a German 
submarine- the U-5S- The tw'o DD's were serving 2 S 
convoy escorts at the time. F.AxrsTXG's lookouts spotted 
an approaching periscope, and the destrov-er's skipper. 
Lieutenant A. S- Carpender. drove the stalking sub 
under wdth a fast depth-charge assault that prevented 
torpedo attack. Dashing through the convoy's dh- 
ordered columns, destroyer Niceolsox (Commander 
F- D. Berrien) steamed to the spot to drop “ashcans 
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on the submerged target. Fanning’s depth-charge 
salvo disabled the U-boat’s motors, burst some oil 
pipes, and jammed tlie diving gear. The sub Avent 
doivm 278 feet before her cre^v could regain control. 
The dive tvas too much for the U-boat skipper. Or- 
dering his boys to bloiv all ballast, he brought the 
sub popping to tlie surface, and the crew scrambled 
out of the conning tower with shouts of “Kamerad!" 

As die men lined up on deck to surrender, their 
captain ordered the seacocks opened, and the scuttled 
U-boat went down witli a plunge, taking some of tlic 
crew with her. Four officers, among them Herr 
Kapitan Amberger, and 36 men were hauled from 
the water and made prisoner by the American de- 
stroyermen. The exploit e^■oked a clieerful message 
from Admiral Sims: 

GO OUT AND DO IT AGAIN 

The Fanning-Nicholson victor)-— a "first” in Amer- 
ican naval history'— suggested the destroyer team and 
the coordinated A/S attack of the future. However, 
historically speaking, destroyers were still in their 
infancy; undersea warfare rras a pioneer enterprise; 
A/S metliods had yet to be developed, practiced, and 
perfected. Throughout that conflict tlie U-boat oper- 
ated pretty much as a lone wolf. And the destroyer 
fought the A/S war in the main as a convoy escort 
or as a patrol vessel beating an assigned area on the 
lookout for the undersea foe. 

It was while she was engaged in patrol duty that 
the U.S.S, Jacob Jones (Lieutenant Commander 
D. W. Bagley) was torpedoed. Steaming alone in the 
English Channel on December 6, 1917, the destroyer 
,was struck by a torpedo fired by the U-53. The de- 
stroyer ivent down in eight minutes, taking 64 of her 
crew down with her. Exliibiting a chivalry by no 
means the rule in the Imperial German U-boat Force, 
tlie submarine commander, Kapitan Hans Rose, 
brought his sub to the surface, aided in the rescue of 
some of the sun-ivors, and went so far as to dispatch 
a radio message detailing their position. 

Jacob Jones was the first United States warship to 
fall victim to a long-range torpedo. And she was the 
only American warship torpedoed during World War 
I (although the enemy torpedoed an American reve- 
nue cutter, an empty transport, and an armed yacht). 

A second destroyer, the U.S.S. Chauncev, was lost 
through collision. The wonder was that, operating 
blindly with unlighted convoys, and working in all 
sorts of Atlantic weather, more of these fast-moving 
American "four-pipers” were not sunk by fatal colli- 
sions. 

Heavy, casualties were suffered by the U.S.S. Man- 
ley in March 1918 when she was jostled against a 


British cruiser while coming alongside in rough seas. 
Eighteen of the destroyer’s depth charges exploded, 
•wrecking her stem and killing or w-ounding 56 of 
her creiv. In October 1918 tlie destroyer Shaw (Com- 
mander W. A. Glassford), her steering gear jammed, 
had her bow sheared off by the liner Aquitania. The 
liner sliced into tlie destroyer just fonvard of the 
bridge; twelve bluejackets ivere killed. 

There tvere other destroyers damaged by storm and 
accident. For in addition to trans-Atlantic convoying 
and operations in British waters, American destroyers 
conducted patrols in tlie Bay of Biscay (some 43 
were eventually stationed at Brest), and a division of 
small old-timers operated out of Gibraltar in the 
Mediterranean. A considerable number patrolled the 
American East Coast in the summer and autumn of 
1918 when five or six U-boats crossed the ocean to 
invade American coastal waters. Altogetlier, Ameri- 
can destroyers fought about 250 A/S actions during 
World ^\'^ar I. 

While the destroyer of that day operated primarily 
as an anti-submarine vessel, its activities were by no 
means confined to A/S warfare. Operating ivitli the 
fleets, they scouted, screened, and laid smoke. Ameri- 
can destroyers screened the five coal-burning Ameri- 
can dreadnaughts that crossed die Atlantic in Decem- 
ber 1917 to reinforce the British Grand Fleet. 

Tliey were also armed against enemy air attack. 
Aerial w-arfare had burst like a tornado over Europe 
in the autumn of 1914. Almost overnight the atvk- 
ward flying-machine— a rickety "box-kite" flown by 
a daredevil— had developed into a speedy battle plane 
piloted by a sharpshooting ace. Simultaneously, naval 
aviation was taking wing. 

The early liydroplanc, sloiv and cumbersome, with 
inaccurate bombsights and relatively small bombs, 
was no match for Uie anti-aircraft guns hastily manu- 
factured by both sides and mounted on naval ves- 
sels to meet the threat. The seaplanes of World War 
I were best used against submarines and such targets 
as the U-boat pens on the Belgian coast. But Ger- 
man hydroplanes attacked a British destroyer force 
off Heligoland on Christmas Day, 1914, and the sea- 
air war was on. American destroyermen took note! 

The first anti-aircraft (AA) guns placed on United 
States ■vvarships ■^vere 3-inchers. The gun crews had 
little chance to practice with these new weapons, 
and enemy planes proved rarer than pheasants in 
hunting season. But anti-aircraft gunners on Ameri- 
can destroyers were ready to take a crack at aerial 
warfare by the time the A.E.F. needed escort over- 
seas. 

As participants in the great convoy effort which 
transported Pershing’s army to France, the Navy’s 
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destroycrmcn chalked up a perfect record. Of all the 
U.S. Army forces which crossed to Europe under 
American escortage— nearly two million men!— not a 
single soldier v/as lost through enemy action en route. 
The U-boats were active enough. A number of empty- 
westbound transports were torpedoed v;hilc in con- 
voy, but no troopships escorted to Europe by the 
U.S. Navy were sunk. 

By war’s end the Destroyer Force was established as 
the good right arm of the U.S, N'nvy. 

In the autumn of 1918 the Yanks cracked the Hin- 
denl.urg Line. There was a mutiny in the U-boat 
Force at Wilhclmsliascn which spread through the 
Gcrm.’.n dreadnaught fleet at Kiel. The Kaiser fled 
to Holland. Ludendorf surrendered. It was over. 

In retrospect. Navy men would see lYorld War I 
as a previesv of World War II. Much of the pattern 
was there: the struggle to maintain overseas shipping 
—Britain slowly succumbing to submarine blockade— 
London under aerial bombardment— United States 
forces to the rescue— a U-boat counter-invasion of 
.American waters— .American destroyers in the thick 
of the A/S battle— in the .Atlantic, at least, history 
svas to repeat. 

Even as history repeated, some of the World AV’ar I 
"four-pipers" would once more steam into action. 
And some of the graduates of that 'World War I 
Destroyer Force would be leaders in ^V’orld "War IL 
Lieutenant .-\. S. ("Chips") Carpender of FA.v.N-r.vc 
svould become ComDcsLant (Commander Destroyers 
Atlantic) and Lieutenant J. L. Kauffman of Cau>- 
svELL sv'ould become ComDcsPac (Commander De- 
stroyers Pacific), Commander H. R. ("Betty") Stark, 
who brought a division of little old destroyers from 
the Philippines to Gibraltar, was Chief of Naval 
Operations at the time of Pearl Harbor; eventually 
he svas Commander of U.S, Naval Forces in Europe, 
The Lieutenant (jg) A. S. Merrill in destroyer 
CoNY.NGirASt, 1917-18, was Rear Admiral “Tip" Mer- 
rill in the Solomons. On board the "four-piper” 
Ai.len was Lieutenant (jg) M. L. Deyo; Rear Ad- 
miral Deyo (ComDcsLant in 1913) svas a destroyer- 
man’s dcstroyerman. Lieutenant O. C. Badger of 
Allen’s cresv svas Rear Admiral (later Vice .Admiral) 
O. C. Badger, Deyo’s predecessor as ComDcsLant. 

Four stars sverc in the future for Lieutenant R. L. 
Conolly in the crew of "four-piper” Sstmi. Lieuten- 
ant Commander R. C. Giffen, skipper of Trippe; 
Lieutenant C. H. ("Sock") McMorris, in die crew 
of SiiASv; Lieutenant L. E. Denfeld, who served in 
Ammen— these and other destroyer officers were des- 
tined to wear stars. Not to mention the constellation 
in store for the World War I skipper of BENifAjr and 
Shaw, Lieutenant Commander W. F. Halsey, Jr. 


And there was a destroyer named C,tssi>L And a 
Gunner's Mate named Ingram. In October 1917 the 
U.S.S. CA.S.SLV was patrolling off the Irish coast when 
Gunner’s Mate Ingram, on watch, suddenly spied the 
wake of a torpedo heading straight for the CtsstN’s 
stern and the rack of depth charges there. Shouting 
a warning, he rushed aft to release the charges tom 
the racks, to get as many overside as soon as possible. 
Before he could jettison all die charges, the "tin 
fish" struck home. The destroyer’s stem was shat- 
tered; Gunner's Mate Ingram was killed. But the de- 
stroyer remained afloat. 

In 'World War II there was a destroyer C.vssin. 

And a Nari U-boat was sunk by a “killer" group 
containing a destrover named LNCR.A.\r. 

The Pesling of the “feur-PipeP’ 

After .Armistice Day, November 1 1, I9IS, American 
destroy ers— most of them- turned their bows for 
•America, and the Destrover Force settled down fora 
period of peace-time routine. iV'ar-time construction 
had expanded the force into the Navy’s iargesL From 
dcsiroscrs -Arsot, .Aimr-v, .Allick, and Ck,uuxs Acs- 
LL-R.NE to A’arroroloh, A'ar.vall, ZvS.ve, and Zeilin, 
the roster of DD’s nesvly commissioned and building 
numbered 212 at war’s end. These, added to the pre- 
war flotilla, gave the U.S. Navy the world's largest 
destroyer fleet 

.As was to be c.xpcctcd, many of these ships were 
demobilized. In 1919 a United States Pacific Fleet 
was organized, and a number of destroyer squadrons 
were dispatched to join this fleet Some of the "four- 
pipers" were slated to go to the Philippines. Others 
were sent to naval bases on the East and W’est Coasts. 
By 1922 the Navy's personnel was reduced from a 
war-time total of -197,000 to a peace-time complement 
of 86,000. The Destroyer Force was reduced propor- 
tionately. 

With the great Naval Disarmament Treaty of 
1922, most of the U.S. destroyers went into "moth- 
balls," Some 200 DD’s were laid up. .About 40 of the 
older ships were sold out or broken up. 

Between 1919 and 1930 no .American destroyers 
were built. .-\s the calendar leafed toivard ISjL 
veteran destroyermen shook their heads. The World 
W'ar I destroyers were great ships, but they weren t 
growing any younger. Some of the eldest were already 
obsolete. New designs called for DD’s with increased 
fire power and bigger and better engines. The old 
"four-pipers” were relics of another day and time. 

Still, they were serviceable, and it was good to have 
that "mothball fleet” in reserve. In the event a 
emergency, it might prove an ace in the hole. 

It did. 



CHAPTER 2 


THE MODERN DD 



Thunder Before Storm (1930-1938) 

"There won’t be another war," optimists said. "No nation can afford 
one.” But- 
in 1931 a Japanese army swept into Manchuria. In 1934 Adolph 
Hitler became full-fledged dictator of Germany. In 1935 tlie Italians 
invaded Ethiopia. In 1937 Japan’s legions invaded free China. And in 
1938 Nazi Germany seized Austria. On the horizon loomed the Rome- 
Berlin-Tokyo Axis. The Far East \ras in flames; Europe ^ras a vast 
powder mine; the League of Nations was tottering; the democratic 
tvorld tvas facing a deadly crisis. 

How did U.S. destroyers fare during this time? Between 1930 and 


1935 some 45 new DD’s were authorized for tlie 
American Destroyer Force. Smallest of these were 
eight 1,395-tonners (Farracut, Dewev, Hull; Mac- 
DONOUGH, Worden, Ayl'ivvn, Dale, Monaghan). 
They were armed with four 5-inch guns, four 40 ram. 
automatic guns, and eight torpedo tubes, and were 
capable of about 36 knots. Largest were eight 1,805- 
ton flotilla leaders (Porter, Selfridce, McDoucal, 
Winslow, Phelps, Moffett, Clark, Balch). These 
were armed with eight 5'inch guns, eight 1.1-inch 
anti-aircraft guns, and eight torpedo tubes, and had a 
top speed of around 37 knots. Of intermediate ton- 
nage, the other new destroyers were given 5-inch and 
40 mm. batteries, but were equipped with more tor- 
pedo tubes than the large and small types, one class 
carrying 12 tubes, and another carrying 16. Destroyer 
tacticians were still looking forward to surface actions 
and torpedo attacks. 

But during this same period 40 pre-World War 
destroyers were sold as scrap, and 66 “four-pipers” of 
World War construction sold out of the service. 
Replacements far from balanced reductions. 

But the destroyer-building pace was quickened in 
the critical period between 1935 and 1940. Either 
launched, under construction, or contracted for dur- 
ing this time were 24 DD’s. Many were not completed 


and commissioned until long after Pearl Harbor, but 
at least they were coming up. 

The World War II DD 

At time of the war’s outbreak, die U.S. Navy’s 
modern destroyer fleet was largely composed of the 
Benson and Bristol (or Livermore) classes, such de- 
stroyers as those of die Porter and Craven classes, 
and die husky Fletcher class. The latter remained 
the fleet-destroyer heavyweight until 1944 when new 
destroyers of the Allen M. Sumner class were com- 
missioned. Biggest of American DD’s to steam into 
action ivere the Gearing class destroyers which ap- 
peared in 1945. 

The table on page 20 gives the principal char- 
acteristics of the various classes of destroyers. 

The gun armament of these destroyers was subject 
to change during the war. All the modern DD’s were 
equipped ividi depth-charge launching and throwing 
apparatus (racks and K-guns), anti-submarine detec- 
tion devices, and improved electronics devices. 

A warship has been defined as a “floating platform 
designed to carry weapons into battle.” A glance at 
die plan drawing of a typical World War II destroyer 
(page 21) will point up the obvious over-simplifica- 
tion of this definition. 
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This ^s•arsllip is sornctliing more than a “floating 
platform.” Its tiirhinc-cngincd pou'cr plant is a 
marvel of marine engineering, capable of -JO, 000 to 
00,000 horscj>oucr. Comjnesscd in the steel hull aic 
S2 compartments, storerooms, lochcrs, and ciihiclcs. 
Through this vessel runs a marc of air, oil, and svatcr 
lines. Another marc of electrical lines anti tallies car- 
ries light and motor-jiosver and the sensory means of 
communication to the various jicrvc renters of the 
ship~lo tlic navigational instruments, rue-fontrol in- 
struments, electronic gear for the opetation of r.icUn 
and radar and sonar. 

Providing accommodations for atiyu liere ft out 200 
to 350 ofliccis and men, the ship contains Using 
quarters, mess rooms, galley, refrigerators, laundry, 
shoss-ers, post office, and store. Its hospital (sicl; has) 
is equipped to handle any case requiting tmergcruy 
medicine or suigcry. .Spate is foutu! aru! apjiaratus is 
made asailable for classroom instruction (the sfiiji 
maintains satious sebooK), for iccrcatitm (boxing 
matches, movies), for chajiel. 

Smaller than some jnisatc s.ubis, the destioser 
bristles with armament. I'.seis sujietfiuous item of 
gear is eliminated; esciy asailable foot of detl spate 
that can be so devoted is utili/et! ftit gun mounts, 
fire-control apparatus, tkqitiitharitc gear, torpedo 
lubes, auti muuitious storage. 

The vessel's hull is strcamlinetl to the nl/t ptattira! 
degree, .\nnor is s.acrificed for speed, tlic triiising 
range is sacrificed for speed. Pasiest ship afloat, the 
destroyer depends for protettion cliic/ly on sjiccd. 
niancus'cmbility, the use of stnol.c screens, and, of 
course, firc-posser. 

Destroyer Orgetiizntiori during World Wr.r II 

In coinwon svith all svaishijis, a tlesttoscr's oigani- 
Tation is ilesigricd to mcci the maii-of-svar’s jirimary 
imperatise— battle effreienq'. 

There arc no supernumeraries in a desuoscr’s 
company. The average U.S. destroyer's complement 
in World \Vnr II contained the follosving officers: 

Commanding Offirer-ihc ship's captain, llcgard- 
less of rank (he may he a Commander, Lieutenant 
Commander, even a Lieutenant) he is alsvays ad- 
dressed as "Captain,” and lie has full autlioriiy over 
all hands serving in his vessel. He is also fully re- 
sponsible for the safety and operation of the ship, 
and the performance and welfare of the crew. In- 
formally referred to as “Skipper"— “Old Man to 
junior officers and bluejackets— his average age was 
thirty to forty. 

Executive Officer—ihe Captain’s chief assistant. He 
might be called "ship’s general manager.” He is 
diarged witli tire maintenance of upkeep, good order. 


and efficienq- of both vessel and crew. He is broadly 
responsible for c.vccution of the Captain's orders, and 
he stands ready to step into the Captain’s shoes and 
serve as relief Commanding Officer. .Among other du- 
ties he is in charge of the C.LC. It takes a good o.'Iiccr 
to qualify as "Exec.” 

(l or the purjrotcs of administration and operation, 
mcn-of-war arc dcpartincntally organired. The de- 
stroser organiration of World War II contained a 
f'Utniery Dep.artmcni. Xasigation Department. Engi- 
neer tug Dep.artrnent, Con^tniciion and Repair jC. 
and R.] Dejiartmcru, and Sujiph Department. Re- 
potting to the Cornrn.anditig Officer arc the officers as- 
signed to hcail these dcjiarimeius. They arc listed 
belr)*,s‘.} 

(inr-.nrry O/fircr- responsible for the maintenance 
and crrqiloymcnt of the ship’s guns, fire-control gear, 
AjS svc.apons. torj>csir>es, munitions. His subordinate 
assistants arc the .\ssistnrtt Gunnen Officer, Assistant 
Eirc-fontrol Oitictr, Torpedo Officer (in charge of 
torpedoes. ,\/S svc.npons, .and smoke generators), and 
other o.Tifft.s det.ailei] to gunnery and fire-control. 

Xf.x-tgr.ttng Officer, or Xasigator— responsible for 
all nasigating gear (except electrical) and for fixing 
the podtion of the ship at all times. Usually acts as 
the ship’s tactical o.Tice.''. .Among other duties, he 
keeps the ship's li>g and u'.ar diary. 

lingirien Off err (cornmonh knosen as the “Chief 
Y.ngineer“)-ch:ngcd with t]ic maintenance snd opera- 
tion of the pn-.ver plant, all of tlic ship’s machinery, 
and all electrical apparatus svith the exception of 
radio, radar, and sonar gear. He is assisted by the 
.Assist.nnt Engineer Officer and other 5 ubordin.atcs. 

De.rne.ge-Cov.troi Officer end First Lientencr.t— in 
charge of tire Constnretion and Repair Department. 
He is responsible for p].acing the ship in material 
readiness for battle, for all damage-control equip- 
ment and ss’ork, and for ernergenq' repairs. As “First 
Lieutenant” he assists the Excctitivc Officer in ar- 
ranging tfic ship’s work and drills. His immediate 
subordinate is the .-Issistant Damage-Control Oface'- 

SuppW O/fierr— charged sciih the maintenance and 
distribution of the ship’s supplies. Commissary pro- 
visions, stores, bunker fuel, materi.al equipment are 
his responsibility. He is also in charge of accounts 
and disbursement of ship’s funds. 

Communication Officer— not a department head, 
but witlx comparably important duties. He is re- 
sponsible for all raclio and sound equipment, all 
visual signalling apparatus, and for the recording 
and appropriate relay of routine dispatches. In his 
custody are tire code books, all secret and confidential 
documents, and related material. 

Medical Officer— the ship’s doctor. Xot a depart- 
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ment head on a destroyer, but with a full share of 
responsibilities. He is in charge of health and sani- 
tation, and the treatment of battle casualties. 

To eacli department are assigned divisions of the 
ship’s company. Under charge of a division officer, 
each division is composed of the petty officers and 
non-rated men who are trained for tlie work of tliat 
particular department. 

A World War II destroyer’s Ordnance Division, 
for example, contained Gunner’s Mates, Torpedo- 
men, Fire-Controlmen, Radarmen, and Ordnance 
strikers— tlie men w’ho manned the guns, director 
gear, depth-charge projectors, and related ordnance 
equipment. 

In the Communication Division of the Navigation 
Department were Radiomen and Radio Technicians, 
Sonarmen, Quartermasters, Signalmen, Yeomen, 
Pharmacist’s Mates, and strikers. 

The Engineer Division contained Machinist’s 
Mates, Motor-Machinist’s Mates, Electrician’s Mates, 
Firemen, Water Tenders, and Metalsmiths. 

In the First and Second Deck Divisions of the 
Construction and Repair (C and R) Department 
served Boatswain’s Mates, Coxswains, Carpenter’s 
Mates, Shipfitters, Seamen, and apprentices. 

The Supply Division was manned by Commissary 
Stewards, Ship’s Cooks, Bakers, Storekeepers, Officer’s 
Steward, Officer’s Cook, Mess Attendants, Supply 
strikers. 

In war-time the crew members of a naval vessel 
are always "on call,” like fire-fighters ready to answer 
an alarm. But for the performance of routine duty, 
and to suit messing and sleeping arrangements, the 
crew works in shifts. Or, to put it nautically, it 
is divided into sections for watch-standing. 

On a modern United States destroyer tliere are 


For the uninitiated, a word on naval time-keeping and 
watch periods. Naval lime is recorded by the European 
system which counts the hours consecutively from 0000 
(midnight) through to 2400 (the following midnight). For 
instance, 0100 is 7:00 A.M., and 1400 is 2:00 P.M. 

A nautical day is divided into six 4-hour watch periods. 
THE MID-WATCH 

(midnight to 4:00 a.m.— Navy time, 0000 to 0400). 
THE MORNING WATCH 

(4:00 A.M. to 8:00 a.m.— N avy time, 0800 to 1200). 
THE FORENOON WATCH 

(8:00 A.M. to noon— Navy time, 0800 to 1200). 
THE AFTERNOON WATCH 

(noon to 4:00' p.i\r.— Navy time, 1200 to 1600). 
THE DOG WATCH 

(4:00 P.M. to 8:00 p.m.— Navy time, 1600 to 2000). 
THE FIRST WATCH 

(8:00 P.M. to midnight— Navy time, 2000 to 2400). 


three watch sections; the normal duty watch is of 
four hours duration, and the crew stands watch 
“four hours on and eight off.” With the exception 
of Commanding Officer and Executive Officer, every- 
one in the ship is placed in a watch section. 

When the destroyer goes into action, all hands 
go into action with it. Such routine duties as swab- 
bing down, inspecting the “head,” tinkering with 
a faulty gun-mechanism, and trying to degarble the 
latest "ALNAV,” are instantly abandoned. When 
the alarm, "General Quarters” (Battle Condition I), 
is sounded, the creiv gets set to fight. On or off watch, 
all hands report at once to their battle stations. 

Every officer and man in the ship has his particular 
battle station. And in so far as it can be arranged, 
all hands work at posts and occupy quarters in the 
vicinity of those stations. 

As the primary ship-control station is on the de- 
stroyer’s bridge— there the ship is steered, or "conned,” 
to use the Navy term— the bridge is the Command- 
ing Officer’s battle station. And during World War II 
the battle station of the Executive Officer was the 
Combat Information Center; Gunnery Officer’s battle 
station, the main battery director; Navigation Offi- 
cer’s battle station, the bridge, where he relieved the 
Officer of the Deck. Engineer Officer’s battle station 
was the forward engine-room; Damage Control offi- 
cer’s battle station, No. 1 repair station; Supply Offi- 
cer’s battle station. Coding Board. The Communica- 
tion Officer’s battle station was the communication 
office, C.I.C., or signal bridge; the Medical Officer’s 
battle station was the primary dressing station 
(usually the wardroom). 

All division officers and men report to their various 
posts— gunners to their mounts, fire-controlmen to 
their instruments, torpedomen to torpedo and depth- 
charge stations, and so on. Every man fits into the 
ship’s fighting team somewhere. Mess attendants 
may take station as ammunition passers, and the 
ship’s storekeeper may man a searchlight. 

"General Quarters” (with the exception of drills) 
is only sounded when the ship makes contact with the 
enemy, or is approached by an unidentified vessel or 
planes. Or at dawn or dusk when twilight is dan- 
gerous. 

Under Battle Condition II or III (for war cruising) 
ship-control and lookout stations are fully manned; 
all detection apparatus is manned; the watertight 
integrity watch is posted; half of the armament is 
manned. 

Destroyer Group Organization 

During World War II the Navy’s destroyers were 
under the over-all command of Admiral E. J. King, 
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ally a Lieutenant Commander. He flew his pennant 
in the lead-ship of his division. 

Comparable to military field commanders, de- 
’.' stroyer squadron and division commanders were 
.’.combat leaders who fought the war on the front 
r line— often enough, behind the enemy’s lines. Tactical 
.'. officers, they led their ships into action and quarter- 
backed the destroyer team-play. 

The names of these All-American destroyer leaders 
. are listed in the Addenda. 


Destroyer Guns 

Unlike warships of larger type, the World War 
II destroyer did not carry turret guns. Largest caliber 
on the American DD was the 5-inch 38 which was 
’ housed in a movable mount. The average destroyer 
(medium size) carried four such guns, the Fletcher 

class carried five, and the larger Sumner and Gearing 

. classes, which came later, carried six of them in three 
y " twin mounts. 

Hydraulic machinery moved the mount in train (to 
■ left or right), and it also elevated or depressed the 
gun. This gun housing is neitlier shell- nor bomb- 
7"' proof, but serves as a splinter shield. 

I-' Such lighter guns as the 20-mm. and the 40 mm. 
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stood in open "gun tubs.” These “tubs" were sta- 
tionary and served as shields only. 

The 5-inch 38’s composed the destroyer’s main 
battery. The lighter automatic guns composed the 
secondary battery. The ship’s arsenal also included 
such machine-guns as the Browning .50 caliber, 
"Tommy guns," rifles, and weapons of similar caliber. 

For a close-up of the guns, the 20 mm. (or Oerlikon) 
is a close-range, air cooled, automatic anti-aircraft 
gun firing an explosive projectile with a maximum 
range of something over 4,000 yards. Mounted on a 
pedestal, it is trained, elevated, loaded, and fired by 
manual operation. 

The gun fires automatically as long as the trigger 
is depressed and there is ammunition in the drum- 
shaped magazine. It may be aimed by means of ring 
sight witli the more or less conventional "peep 
sight," or the target may be tracked by means of a 
complicated sight whicli gives a mirror view and 
contains a gjToscopic device that compensates for 
the roll, pitch, yaw, or speed-change of the ship. 

The rate of fire is about 450 rounds per minute. 
Ammunition includes tracer— the glowing projectile 
whicli goes through the air like a ball of phospho- 
rescent light, and which indicates to the gunner the 
direction of fire. 

The gun crew consists of the gunner (who aims 
and fires the weapon), trunnion operator (who ad- 
justs the trunnion height to correspond with the 
gunner’s position), range setter (who sets the range 
data into the gyroscopic sight), and two loaders. 

The 40 mm., designed after the Swedish Bofors 
gun, is a rapid-fire, automatic, anti-aircraft gun pos- 
sessed of the qualities of both a cannon and a ma- 
chine-gun. It is capable of firing approximately 160 
rounds per minute. Effective range varies with the 
type of ammunition used, but most useful range is 
somewhere around 2,800 yards. 

The 40 mm. "single” is air cooled, manually con- 
trolled, and fired by the crew at the gun. The twins 
and quads (double-barreled and quadruple-barreled, 
respectively) are water cooled, and can be operated 
by remote director control, as well as local control. 
The local control of these mounts can be accom- 
plished by hand-wheel operation of the gear train, 
or by a “joystick” control of the hydraulic system. 
Two types of power drives are used to position the 
40 mm. mounts in train and elevation— the all-elec- 
tric, found in most twin mounts, and the electric- 
hydraulic in nearly all the quads. The remote or 
director control of these mounts is accomplished by 
means of a fire-control director. 

Ammunition is fed into the gun’s loader by hand, 
in clips of four rounds. The gun meciianism is fully 
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automatic in that it operates through recoil. There 
are three methods of firing; manual fire, local-power 
fire, and director-power fire. Under local control, the 
gun may be fired by means of a foot treadle, or by a 
firing motor operated by a clutch. Under director 
(remote) control, the gunners at the mount stand by 
and the gun is power-fired by the director. 

The local sight assembly consists of a pointer’s 
sight and a trainer’s sight, and is similar to the ring- 
type sight of the 20 mm. When the gun is director 
controlled, these sights are not used; the target is 
tracked by the director. 

The size of the 40 mm. gun cre^v depends on the 
mount. The crew of a single consists of four men: 
pointer, trainer, and two loaders. In the crew of a 
nvin there are seven men: pointer, trainer, gun cap- 
tain, and four loaders. The quad crew contains eleven 
men: pointer, trainer, gun captain, and eight loaders. 
When the mount is under local control, the pointer 
moves the gun in train and elevation, and fires the 
gun by foot pedal. In all-electric power drive mounts. 


the trainer moves the mount in train. The gun cap- 
tain oversees the gun’s operation, coaches the team 
work of the crew, and steps in as a replacement in 
the event of a crew casualty. 

The 40-mm. is the Navy’s largest machine-gun. 

For a while U.S. destroyers carried 1.1-inch anti- 
aircraft guns, but owing to problems of operation 
and maintenance these were eventually discarded. 

The 5-inch 38-caliber, the destroyer’s main-battery 
weapon, is a dual-purpose, semi-automatic, rapid- 
fire gun good for an anti-aircraft barrage, for salvos 
at surface targets, and for shore bombardment. In 
its movable, enclosed mount, it possesses such fea- 
tures as high-speed power drives for train and eleva- 
tion, a hydraulic rammer which loads the gun, local 
handwheel control and remote director control, a |; 
firing key for electrical firing, a foot mechanism for 
percussion firing, a sight mechanism which contains 
three telescopes, and a set of instruments which re- ; 
ceive fire-control directions transmitted from a re- . 
mote gun-director. * 
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Standard torpedo launching-gear on American 
destroyers consisted o£ tube mounts located on deck 
amidships. On old destroyers the mounts were placed 
on the port and the starboard side of the ship. New 
destroyers usually carried the tube mounts on the 
center line. The modern mount was quintuple— a 
battery of five individual tubes. The mounts revolved 
automatically, were trained by director-control, and 
were fired by remote control. Torpedoes could be' 
fired individually or in salvo. Carrying two mounts, 
a destroyer could thus launch a full salvo of ten 
torpedoes at a time. 

Destroyer Fire-Control System (Featuring the 

Director) 

As the foregoing sketch concerning destroyer arma- 
ment would indicate, the automatic guns carried by 
the DD’s of World War II were mechanical marvels; 


the gunners become stand-by auxiliaries; only the 
loaders are needed to feed the weapon. Because it is 
one of the principal elements in the modern de- 
stroyer’s fire-control system (tlie others are the com- 
puter or range-keeper, and the gyroscopic stable ele- 
ment or stable vertical), the director merits brief 
discussion. 

The director is an instrument that locates the 
target The computer, linked to the director, auto- 
matically solves the fire-control problem and trans- 
mits electrical gun signals to position (aim) the gun. 
The gyroscopic stable element provides corrections 
for pitch and roll of the ship. 

The director station is located above the ship’s 
bridge. The director gear includes telescopes, whicli 
operate like the pointer’s and trainer’s of an in- 
dividual gun. an optical range finder, and radar. 

The controlmen get on the target and keep it 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WORLD WAR II DESTROYER 


Destroyer Displacement Length Speed (Knots) Complement Original 

Class (Tons) (Feet) (Approximately) (Approximately) Armament 


Clemson 


IJlOO 


314 



35 


200 four 4-inch 50’s 

six 21-inch tubes 


Year 

Commissioned 

1916 

1920 


Craven 1/00 

341 



Mahan 1,450 

341 



Sims 1/70 

347 







35 


35 


37 


37 


250 


250 


250 


275 


four 5-inch 38’s 
sixteen 21-inch tubes 


five 5 -inch 38’s 
twelve 21-inch tubes 


five 5-inch 38’s 
twelve 21-inch -tubes 


four 5-inch 38’s 
two 40-mm twins 
ten 21-inch tubes 


1934 


1936 


1939 

1940 


1940 

1943 


Fletcher 2,050 


3761/2 




35 


345 five 5-inch 38’ s 

five 40-mm twins 
ten 21-inch tubes 


1942 

1944 


Rudderow 1,450 
(Destroyer 
Escort) 


306 


Sumner 


2,200 


\ - „ 


376/2 




24 


34 


220 


345 


two 5-inch 38’s 
two 40-mm twins 
three 21-inch tubes 


six 5-inch 38’s 
two 40-mm quads 
two 40-mm twins 
ten 21-inch tubes 


1943 

1945 


1944 

1945 


(All ships armed with 20 mm. A.A.) 



Fan Room and Crew Shelter r Equipment Room ‘ Radio Room 



I 



Heavyweight champion of U.S. destroyer forces during the 
toughest war years was the Fletcher-class. In their 2,050 tons and 
foot length they carried complements of 330 at 35 knots 


speed. Their lethal punch of five 5-inch and five 40 mm guns and 
eight torpedo tubes was abetted by depth charges, sonar, and 
flcclronics. Shotun here is U.S.S. Terry, off Saipan in early 1944. 




Early xnctim of a German submarine torpedo. The VS.S. Jacob 
Jones, torpedoed by the U-53 during World JVar I, teas the first 
and only .-Imerican man-o’-tear sunk by torpedo during that tear. 


The second Jacob Jones xeas likcieise unlucky. One of the older 
"four-pipers," patrolling alone, she teas sunk by a German sub- 
marine off Cape May, fust before dawn on February 2S, 19-12. 


A real nest of trouble! In this picture four different types of the 
mighty "cans" arc shown tied up alongside the destroyer tender 
Dobbin. From left to right are the Dobbin, the Lovering (a de- 


stroyer cseort ), the Welles (a liristol-class DD), the Mustin (of the 
Sims class), and the Fletcher (of the "Fighting Fletcher” class). 
This picture was taken in Seeadler Flarbor, Admiralty Islands. 
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Old Ocean comes aboard. It was up to the destroyers to keep the Sumner-class destroyer, the Zellars was 2,200 tons displace , 
sea and they refueled underway in all sorts of weather. Here the with a complement of 345, and carried six 5-inch ™ 

U.S.S. Zellars is shown refueling from the carrier Kearsarge. A 40 mm guns in four mounts, torpedo tubes, and deptn ct S 




equipment, t!ic.sc instruments gave the Navy's rvar- 
sliips no singular advantage. It was in the field of 
electronic detection gear— radar and sonar— that the 
advantage was all on the American (and Allied) side. 
Radar, in particular. The Germans were never able 
to cope with it, and the Japanese never caught up 
with it. 

Radar; a long-range detection device for locating 
objects on the sea or in the air— icebergs, surface 
ships, surfaced submarines, aircraft. In effect, a 
superhuman lookout, an “all-seeing eye." 

Sonar; a detection device for locating objects 
under the sea- submerged obstacles, submarines. In 
effect, an acute underwater perception-instrument 
nerved to communicate sound to a sensitive “car.” 

Emitting impidses similar to radio waves, both 
radar and sonar “bounced a beam” off the inter- 
cepted target— a beam which came back to the sender, 
and was registered as a flicker of light or "pip” on the 
radar screen, or an audible crackle, an echoing 
“ping," in the sonarman's listening gear. 

An indirect descendant of the c.irly hydrophone, 
and cousin of the British “Asdic,” sonar was com- 
mon in the U.S. Navy before the outbreak of AEorld 
\Var II. An instrument for submarine dctccuon, it 
tvas a natural for destroyers, and all American DD's 
were equipped with the apparatus. A brief account 
of its workings follows in Chapters. 

Radio phenomena noted by two American scien- 
tists working at tlic Naval Aircraft Radio L,aboratory 
in Anacostia, D.C., in 1922 led to the discovery of 
radar. Informed of the .•\mcrican c.Kpcrimcnts, Brit- 
ish scientists followed the lead, and American and 
British radar devices were developed simultaneously. 
The first radar sets ■widely in action were the aircraft- 
detectors that went a long way toward winning the 
Battle of Britain. Surface radar (the Navy’s "sc.arch 
radar”) was just emerging from the experimental 
chrysalis at that time. 

'Ehc first American search radar set scent to sea 
in April 1937 on the United States destroyer Lvarv. 
Installed by the Naval Research Laborators', the set 
was a “hush-hush" item if there ever was one. 

In December 193S the U.S.S. Nms’ York "was 
equipped with radar gear designed by the Naval Re- 
search Laboratoty. Battleship Tt.XAs was given an 
RC,\-hiiilt radar in January 1939. Six .-Vmerican 
naval ve:s«cls received radar installations before the 
end of lOsO-CvuroKNiA, Cntsrnn. Cniasco. Pcnsa- 
c<n_s. XomuAMriox, Vorktown. By the autumn of 
1951. the weird “l>ed>prings" were a familiar sight 
lojKidc; install.-nions were spreading through the 
rjecs. anti .American destroyers were slated to receive 
ilicir share. Pioneering, destioycr Lj:.v!;v could take a 


bow for making tlie first radar contact on U-boat 
in Amcriotn naval history. Tlic date teas November 
19, lO-ll. But it was not until tlic summer of I9J2 
that most of the Navy’s tvarships were furnished with 
radar of one kind or another, TJic improved, long- 
range SG ("Sugar George’’) model, designed for use 
against ships only, 'w.as not distributed until the 
autumn of that year. The destroyer that carried 
search radar in 1911 considered itself lucky. 

Radar's radical influence on naval warfare was 
comparable to that of the Creq’ cannon on medieval 
military tactics. No longer could an enemy ship or 
squadron or plane make an undetected approach 
in black night or blinding fog. No longer could a 
submarine lie low on the surface, confident it could 
not be seen in darkness, “sun slick,” or surface ha/c. 

Operating with radar, scouting destroyers could 
cover an area many leagues larger than those covered 
by scouts dependent on 20-20 vision and binoculars. 
As pickets on the lookout for enemy aircraft, radar- 
carrj'ing DD’s could penetrate an overcast and spot 
enemy planes miles beyond the range of binocular 
vision. Witli the “pip” on the luminous screen record- 
ing die target’s range and bearing, radar became 
the key element in die tvarship's fire-control system. 
And radar was equally invaluable in navigation. 

With the single exception of the atom bomb, 
radar was the most amazing development of World 
War II. 

Combat biformation Center (The C.LC.) 

Invention of the radiotelephone and the advent of 
mdar and other detection devices introduced a new 
problem into the operational picture. kVith all kinds 
of information coming in on all sorts of instruments 
from all points of the compass, the warship on the 
receiving end was sivampcd with vital intelligence. 
The need fora coordinating center, a sort of infornia- 
lion clearing-house on bo.ard ship, became imjicrative. 
In order to assemble, evaluate and disseminate nil 
this data continually arriving vi.a radio, visual me.uis, 
radar, and sonar, a central “brain" was needed. In 
consequence, the Combat Information Center 
(C.I.e.) was organized early in liic sv.ir, 

Tlic C.I.e. was not a medi.nnicnl brain, .'•Iffioiigli 
switchboards, computers, and other eonfri'.; nr/' v.eic 
in the set-up. It v,a5 simply .nn agenr-, for rrAkaUn' 
and evaluating incoming infn.-uia'ion, fitfirig riie 
various items into their K'sj»'c(i-.e in jJ;'. 

tactical scheme of thing?, arid rfl-'-lrr/ ; (o ;t> 
projiriatc control stations on r.io, or to r.rlfl- 
boring vctscis. 

Here is a fi.-ish from th'- 



IBs from a near-by JbD; “Bnemy submarine to slat- 
boardi” Simultaneously, a signal from a distant 
squadron leader ordering a course change— say, a 
turn to tlie right. And then the aircraft radar piclcs 
up enemy planes approaching astern. To complicate 
the problem, assume the destroyer receiving these 
flashes is operating with a task gioup steaming into 
battle against an enemy force. A dozen near-by ships, 
American or Allied, arc in sight. Another group is 
on tlie radar screen. How to keep track of the friendly 
ships, to handle tlie target ahead, to cope with the 
submarine situation, to evade the detected aircraft— 
it was up to the ship's C.I.C. to make order out of 
tliis chaos, and to inform the conning officer and 
gunnery officer accordingly. 

Tlie Combat Information Center, then, was com- 
parable to a military field headquarters, which re- 
ceived and digested dozens of reports, maintained 
an over-all picture of the constantly shifting battle 
scene, and sent various forces into action. 

In destroyers the charthouse originally served as 
the information collection center. As the C.I.C. 
organization developed, so did the need for sjiace, 
and the center was soon provided with its own room. 
The C.I.C. was manned by a team of officers and 
men trained for this complex activity. Size and com- 
position of the team varied according to the ship 
and the information-gathering equipment available. 
In cliarge of the C.I.C. was the ship's Executive 
Officer. 

Second World War 

When the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral 
W. D. Leahy, announced die formation of the Na\ 7 's 
Atlantic Squadron in September 1938, the American 
destroyer fleet had yet to be modernized. About 40 
of tile Benham, Sims, Benson, Bristol, Porter, 
Craven, and Mahan class DD’s were on the ocean. 
The old flush-deck four-stackers were still the main- 
stay of the destroyer arm. By the summer of 1939 de- 
stroyer strength of the Atlantic Squadron consisted 
of Destroyer Divisions 10, 21, 25, 30, 31, 32— about 
30 DD's. About 50 destroyers were on duty with the 
Pacific forces based at Pearl Harbor. A squadron of 
old-timers was serving %vith the Asiatic Fleet in the 
Philippines area. At Norfolk, Newport, and other 
bases a few new destroyers were readying for "shake- 
down” cruises. 

Then, on September 1, 1939, Hitler touched off 
the Armageddon that was to kill 20,000,000 people. 
World War II was begun. 

On September 3, 1939, England and France, honor- 
ing treaty commitments, declared war on Nazi Ger- 
many. Twelve hours later the British passenger liner 


Athenia with many Americans aboard was torpedoed 
and sunk by a U-boat off northwest Ireland with the 
loss of 112 passengers, including many women and 
children. The Battle of the Atlantic was on. 

On September 8, 1939, President Roosevelt issued 
a proclamation of limited national emergency to 
"safeguard and enforce" the neutrality of the United 
States, and to "strengthen our national defenses." 
Empou’crcd to do so by the Neutrality Act, tlie Presi- 
dent forbade American shipping to enter the war 
zones, whicli included tlie North Sea, the Bay of 
Biscay, and the waters around the British Isles to a 
line some 350 miles tvest of Ireland. 

On September 14, 1939, the Navy Department an- 
nounced that dO of the 110 destroyers in "mothballs” 
would be recommissioned for neutrality-patrol duty. 
That same day the U.S.S. Musti.v— 60th destroyer 
built since lOS"!- was commissioned. 


History Repeals 


Aside from such spectacular e.xploits as the sinking 
of the aircraft carrier H.M.S. Courageous (Septem- 
ber 17, 1939) and the torpedoing of the battleship 
Roval Oak in Scapa Flow (October 14, 1939), the 
Nazi U-boat Force enjoyed no sucli early success as 
its World War I predecessor. During the ivinter of 
tlie "phony ivar" British naval and merchant ship- 
ping losses were relatively light. Prompt institution 
of a British Anti-Submarine "Warfare Command soft- 
ened the enemy’s undersea puncli. Land-based air- 
craft prevented a tight U-boat blockade of the United 
Kingdom. 

Then tlie tide abruptly turned against tlie Allies. 
Numerous factors caused the turn. To begin with, 
the German Navy entered die war ivith only 76 U- 
boats in commission, and but 43 ready for combat 
duty. This number was quickly raised by a building 
program geared for rapid expansion. By the summer 
of 1940 German submarine construction had jumped 
from a monthly output of two or tliree to something 
like 25. 

The German submariners entered die war ivitli a 
torpedo equipped widi a defective "influence ex- 
ploder” mechanism. After U-47 {Kapitan-Leutnant 
Gunther Prien) fired a brace of duds during the 
Scapa Flow raid, this faulty magnetic exploder was 
promptly discarded in favor of die old, reliable con- 


tact exploder. 

Then die German seizure of Norway in die spring 
of 1940 put U-boat bases on Britain’s northern flank. 
Seizure of Holland and Belgium installed them on 
the Channel. When France collapsed in June 1940, 
Germany became an Atlantic power. Italy’s back- 
stab" entry into the war at that time placed the Axis 
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athwart the Mediterranean. And British shipping 
losses promptly mounted to an alarming figure. 

But it was the Rudeltaktik, or wolfpack, tliat sank 
Britain’s hopes of holding the Atlantic line. The 
wolfpack was the creation of Admiral Karl Doenitz, 
keen and ruthless commander of the German U-boat 
Force. Instead of trying to clamp a blockade on the 
British Isles, tlie netv idea was to cut Britain’s ship- 
ping lanes in the open Atlantic. Simply move the 
U-boats to mid-ocean where they would be beyond 
range of Allied land-based aircraft. Work the subs in 
teams— packs of eight or nine. Mass attack, always 
stronger than individual, could scatter the convoy’s 
defenses, force the escorts to disperse. Then the stalk- 
ing subs could strike in through the tattered screen. 

The Rudeltaklik called for surface attacks at 
night. Convoys spotted in daytime were reported by 
the sub which made contact. Doenitz’s headquarters 
would tlien order the nearest pack to converge on tlie 
convoy and lie in ambush. After dark the pack would 
strike. Thus the U-boat could take advantage of 
night’s cover and of the high speed of a surface run 
under Diesel-engine power. 

Deprived of air cover, the convoy in mid-ocean 
was bereft of one of its strongest defenses. Protection 
was entirely up to the escort vessels guarding die 
ship-train. “Asdic,” the British submarine-detection 
device, was not enough. Deck guns and depth 
charges ivere not enough. And at the outset the 
British were caught short of escort vessels. 

All types of escort vessels ivere in demand— cor- 
vettes, cutters, any ship that could be rigged to 
carry A/S gear. But the big need, die crying need 
ivas destroyers. Great Britain did not have diem. 
The Royal Navy, at the start of the war, possessed 
only 185 DD’s. And at Dunkerque in May 1940 die 
British suffered staggering destroyer casualties— ten 
destroyers sunk and 75 disabled. 

In May 1940 Winston Churchill sent a cable to 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

IVE URGENTLY NEED DESTROYERS 

The Great Swap (Fifty Over-Age DD’s for Bases) 

At the date of Churchill’s cable, the United States 
Navy had in service 171 destroyers, counting the 40 
old-timers recommissioned in the autumn of 1939. 
There remained 70 of the old-fashioned World War 
I four-pipers in “mothballs.” 

Roosevelt turned down Churchill’s proposition— 
a trade of bases for 50 of die over-age destroyers. 

There was a fortnight in the following July when 
the Royal Navy lost 1 1 more DD’s. Britain’s situation 
was desperate. Alone, her people faced the Nazi con- 
querors of Western Europe. Backs to the wall, they 


prepared to meet invasion. The Prime Minister sent 
Roosevelt another urgent appeal. 

MR PRESIDENT WITH GREAT RESPECT I MUST TELL YOU 
THAT IN THE LONG HISTORY OF THE IVORLD THIS IS A 
THING TO DO NOW 

Convinced of Britain’s jeopardy, Roosevelt agreed 
to the destroyer trade. Existing law had tied his 
hands; he could not dispose of military supplies un- 
less they ivere condemned as useless. Admiral Stark, 
however, found a legal loophole in the exchange for 
Atlantic bases. As Thomas Jefferson had acted with- 
out the consent of Congress to purchase Louisiana, 
so Roosevelt now acted to u-ade the 50 over-age U.S. 
destroyers for 99-year rights to establish United States 
bases in the Bahamas, Jamaica, Antigua, St. Lucia, 
Trinidad, and British Guiana. The old DD’s were 
worth millions of dollars— but the naval bases were 
worth many aircraft carriers. Both sides were agreed 
it was a fair deal. 

The destroyer-naval base agreement tvas readied 
on September 2, 1940. On September 4th tlie old 
U.S.S. Aaron Ward steamed out of Boston Harbor, 
bound for Halifax, to be turned over to the British 
there. She was folloived by destroyers Hale and 
Abel P. Upshur, with 47 more to follow. 

They were old-timers, all right, these 1,190-ton, 
over-age destroyers, with tlieir four 4-indi guns and 
single S-inch anti-aircraft gun. But tliey could make 
35 knots, and they could drop depth charges with 
tlie best of them. 

The exchange sent reverberations through Fascist 
Rome and Nazi Berlin. Hitler raged. Mussolini 
threatened. Doenitz ivas ordered to tliroiv unrestricted 
submarine ivarfare into high gear. The tide which 
had turned so heavily against Britain was temporarily 
stemmed. 

Entering the Royal Navy, the old “four-pipers” 
were given new names. The British, ahvays apprecia- 
tive of symbolism, decided to rechristen the DD’s with 
names common to towns in both England and the 
United States. Hence U.S.S. Aaron W/VRD was re- 
christened H.M.S. Castleton. U.S.S. Philip became 
H.M.S. Lancaster. U.S.S. Mackenzie became H.M.S. 
Annapolis. And so on. 

Seven of these old-timers went down in action with 
the enemy— H.M.S. Beverley (formerly U.S.S. 
Branch); H.M.S. Stanley (formerly U.S.S. Mc- 
Calla); H.M.S. Belmont (formerly U.S.S. Satter- 
lee); H.M.S. Bath (formerly U.S.S. Hopewell); 
H.M.S. Broadwater (formerly U.S.S. Mason); H.M.k 
Rockingham (formerly U.S.S. Swasey); H.M.S. 
Campbeltown (formerly U.S.S. Buchanan). 

The old greyhounds did not go under without 
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a fight. They, and all 50, struck punishing .blows in 
tlie Battle of the Atlantic. H.M.S. Beverly killed a 
U-boat. H.M.S. Stanley killed three. H.M.S. Broad- 
way (formerly U.S.S. Hunt) killed two U-boats. 
H.M.S. Leamington (formerly U.S.S. Twiggs) killed 
one. And H.M.S. Campbeltown, sacrificed in tlie ex- 
ploit, blew up the entry to the harbor of St. Nazaire. 


After Pearl Harbor there were officials who criti- 
cized the handing over of the 50 destroyers to Britain, 
To one outspoken critic Admiral Stark replied that 
the transferred DD’s, instead of sitting immobile, had 
been fighting tlie Atlantic Battle for nearly a year. 

The 50 over-age destroyers with their American 
and British names are listed below. 


U.S. NAME 

BRITISH NAME 

U.S. NAME 

BRITISH NAME 

U.S. NAME 

BRITISH NAME 

Herndon 

Churchill 

Hunt 

Broadway 

Meade 

Ramsey 

Aaron Ward 

Castleton 

Satterlee 

Belmont 

Shubrick 

Ripley 

\\ f . C. Wood 

Chesterfield 

Laub 

Burwell 

SWASEY 

Rockingham 

Hale 

Caldivell 

McLanahan 

Bradford 

Claxton 

Salisbury 

A. P. Upshur 

Clare 

Aulick 

Burnham 

Robinson 

Neivmarket 

Crowninshield 

Chelsea 

Thatcher 

Niagara 

Fairfax 

Richmond 

Welles 

Cameron 

Mackenzie 

Annapolis 

Ringgold 

Newark 

Buchanan 

Campbeltown 

WiCKES 

Montgomery 

Tillman 

Wells 

Hopewell 

Bath 

Conner 

Leeds 

Sigourney 

Newport 

Doran 

St. Mary's 

McCalla 

Stanley 

Mason 

Broadwater 

Foote 

Roxborough 

CONIVAY 

Leives 

Williams 

St. Clair 

COIVELL 

Brighton 

Twiggs 

Leamington 

Kalk 

Hamilton 

Thomas 

St. Albans 

Yarnall 

Lincoln 

Haraden 

Columbia 

Maddox 

Georgetoivn 

Philip 

Lancaster 

Bancroft 

St. Francis 

Abbot 

Charleston 

Rodgers 

Sherwood 

McCook 

St. Croix 

Branch 

Beverely 

Evans 

Mansfield 

Stockton 

Ludlow 

Edivards 

Buxton 

Bailey 

Reading 
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CHAPTER 3 


DESTROYERS "SHORT OF WAR" 

/ 

(OPENING GUN, 1941) 



Storm Approaches America 

Late in January, 1941, U. S. Army and Navy leaders met with British 
military and naval representatives in Washington to discuss plans 
for collaboration and to decide over-all strategy to be employed in the 
event of American involvement in a global war. Both the British and 
the United States Governments hoped at that time to prevent the 
Japanese from unleashing a Pacific conflict. But the “Little Prussians 
of the East,” proclaimed Allies of Germany and Italy, w^ere striking 
attitudes that grew more menacing with every mile of their advance 
in China. 

By the end of March a number of British-American agreements 


had been reached. With regard to the European ag- 
gressors, it was decided that the United States would 
pursue a policy of “belligerent neutrality” and con- 
duct various “short of war” operations which included 
Atlantic Safety Belt patrols, the defense of Greenland, 
and joint protection of shipping to or from the waters 
of the Eastern Atlantic war zone. It was also decided 
that if worldwide war exploded, the Allies would hold 
the line in the Pacific and concentrate on first defeat- 
ing Nazi Germany as Global Enemy No. 1. 

The strategic decision concerning Germany was 
based on the fact that the Nazis constituted the 
major enemy. Given time, they might build impreg- 
nable defenses for their Fortress Europa and re- 
double the blitz that was slowly crushing England. 
It was known that German scientists, more to be 
feared than the Japanese variety, were working over- 
time on nuclear fission and guided missiles. And it 
was reasonable to assume that defeat of Germany 
and Italy would assure the ultimate defeat of iso- 
lated Japan, whereas defeat of Japan would not 
guarantee victory over the European Axis partners. 

Germany, then, was to be the priority target— a 
. decision that manifestly influenced United States 
naval, hence destroyer, operations. 

By the spring of 1941 the DD’s of DesLant were 


engaged in “short-of-war” activities just a chalkline 
this side of open conflict. Readying for escort-of- 
convoy operations, the Navy in March organized a 
support force for Atlantic duty to be commanded 
by Rear Admiral A. L. Bristol, Jr. (flagship Prairie), 
composed of destroyers. Navy aircraft, and accom- 
panying tenders. The Support Force destroyer roster 
was as follows: 


DESTROYER SQUADRON 7 
Capt. J. L. Kauffman 


Plunkett 

(Flagship DesRon 7.) 

Niblack 

Benson 

Gleaves 

Mayo 

M.^ison 

Lansdale 

Hilary P. Jones 

Charles F. Hughes 


Lt. Comdr. P. G. Hale 

Lt. Comdr. E. R. Durgin 
Lt. Comdr. A. L. Pleasants, Jr. 
Lt. Comdr. E. H. Pierce 
Lt. Comdr. C. D. Emory 
Lt. Comdr. T. E. Boyce 
Lt. Comdr. John Connor 
Lt. Comdr. S. R. Clark 
Lt. Comdr. G. L. Menocal 


DESTROYER SQUADRON 30 
Capt. M. Y. Cohen 

Dallas ' Lt. Comdr. H. B. Bell 

(Flagship DesRon 30.) 
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Ellis 

Lt. Comdr. J. M. Kennaday 

Bernadou 

Lt. Comdr. G. C. Wright 

Cole 

Lt. Comdr. W. L. Dyer 

Dupont 

Lt. Comdr. E. M. Waldron 

Greer 

Lt. Comdr. Forrest Close 

Tarbell 

Lt. Comdr. S. D. Willingham 

Upshur 

Lt. Comdr. W. K. Romoser 

Lea 

Lt. Comdr. C. Broussard 

DESTROYER SQUADRON 31 

Capt. Wilder D. Baker 

MacLeish 

Lt. Comdr. A. C. Wood 

(Flagship DesRon 31.) 

Bainbridge 

Lt. Comdr. E. P. Creehan 

Overton 

Lt. Comdr. J. B. Stefanac 

Sturtevant 

Lt. Comdr. W. S. Howard, Jr. 

Reuben James 

Lt. Comdr. H. L. Edwards 

McCormick 

Lt. Comdr. J. H. Lewis 

Broome 

Lt. Comdr. T. E. Fraser 

Simpson 

Lt. Comdr. F. D. McCorkle 

Truxtun 

Lt. Comdr. H. B. Henebergcr 


Originally designated tlie Northeastern Escort 
Force— a title descriptive of its general mission— the 
Support Force was formally constituted on March 1. 
Meantime the Patrol Force had been renamed "At- 
lantic Fleet,” and Rear Admiral E. J. King, pro- 
moted to Admiral, assumed command as GinCLant 
(Commander in Chief Atlantic). 

In Marcli Hitler had extended U-boat activities 
by proclaiming that Iceland and its surrounding 
waters were now in the war zone. The U-boats’ suc- 
cesses in the North Atlantic impelled Admiral Stark 
to warn on April 4, "The situation is obviously 
critical. . . . In my opinion, it is hopeless except as 
we take strong measures to save it.” 

One measure taken was the transfer of three battle- 
ships, an aircraft carrier, four light cruisers, and 
Destroyer Squadrons 8 and 9 from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic. 

In his ultimatum regarding Iceland, Hitler had 
stretched the war zone across Denmark Strait to the 
three-mile limit of Greenland. On April 9, 1941, tlie 
United States, at Denmark’s behest, agreed to as- 
sume responsibility for the protection of Greenland 
until Denmark was free of the Nazi yoke. The Navy 
projected a Greenland Patrol (and laid plans for 
Iceland). But while these plans and projects were on 
paper, the U-boats were at sea. That April nearly 
600,000 tons of British-controlled shipping went down 
to submarine fire. 

On May 19 the Egyptian steamer ZamZam, carry- 
ing about 150 American passengers, was shelled by 


a German raider and sunk in the South Atlantic. 
Two days later the American freighter Robin Moor, 
bound for South Africa with general cargo, was 
torpedoed and sunk in the South Atlantic. Ameri- 
can tempers went up at these sinkings. But an event 
occurred on May 24 which caused in "Washington a 
reaction more on the order of a chill. This was the 
sinking of the British battle cruiser Hood by the 
new German battleship Bismarck. Although British 
warships and aircraft trapped and sank the Bis- 
marck three days later, the destruction of Hood in 
the waters between Iceland and Greenland left an 
icy pall over tlie North Atlantic. 

On May 27, the day Bismarck was blasted under. 
President Roosevelt declared an "Unlimited Na- 
tional Emergency.” Broadcasting to the nation, he 
warned: "The war is approaching the brink of the 
Western Hemisphere itself. It is coming very close 
to home. . . . It would be suicide to wait until they 
(the aggressors) are in our front yard. . . . We have, 
accordingly, extended our patrol in North and 
South Atlantic waters." 

The Navy was bending every effort to build a 
protective fence along tlie eastern border of that 
Atlantic front yard— a fence whose pickets would be 
mostly destroyers— extending from Greenland’s 
frosty ^^'aters to the tropic seas of Brazil. 

"Short-of-War” Bases 

Newfoundland, a huge land mass with ragged 
coasts separated from tlie Canadian mainland by 
the Gulf of St. Laivrence and the Strait of Belle Isle, 
is North America’s nearest approach to Europe. As 
such, it was die “jumping-off place" for Allied con- 
voys bound for Britain. In 1940 the Navy selected 
the harbor of Argentia, deeply recessed in the 
Avalon Peninsula, as an advanced base for convoy 
escorts. 

Construction units found Argentia a ghost town 
near the site of long-extinct silver mines. But when 
the Marines moved in on February 13, 1941, barracks 
and repair facilities were going up, and Argentia was 
looking alive. 

On July 15, 1941, the United States Naval Ajr 
Station and Naval Operating Base were formal y 
commissioned. Rear Admiral Bristol arrived in 
ship Prairie on September 19, and thereafter ^ 
base was “headquarters” for the destroyers of ^ 
Support Force. 

The destroyermen found Argentia anything ^ 
Snug Harbor. Flailed by winter storms, the 
a rough anchorage; the frost-bitten village ^ 
little for the entertainment of weary , 

But Navy tenders were there to rejuvenate tir 
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DD’s. And Argentia would look like Paradise to 
destroyers after North Atlantic convoy hauls to such 
ocean rendezvous areas as “Eastomp” (long. 22 E), 
"Westomp” (long. 52 W) and “Momp” (an oceanic 
area about midway between the British Isles and 
Canada, where convoy escorts peeled off for the run 
to Iceland or made rendezvous with eastbound or 
westbound ship trains). 

Even so, Argentia remained a cheerless Paradise. 
Casco Bay in Maine was a pleasure resort by com- 
parison. Selected for a destroyer base in the summer 
of 1941, Casco Bay (“Base Sail” to destroyermen) soon 
boomed with DD business. As the escort program de- 
veloped, Casco became a regular stop on the itiner- 
ary. Upon concluding a convoy run at Aigentia or 
Halifax, the DD would steam to Boston. After a 
seven-day overhaul at Boston Navy Yard, the de- 
stroyer would proceed to “Base Sail” for a training 
refresher and gunnery practice. Next stop, Argentia, 
for another convoy job. That was the ideal. As it 
eventuated, the duty-worn destroyer was unusually 
lucky if she had five days for grooming at Boston. 

So Bermuda seemed like a holiday for the DD’s 
that made this balmy landfall in the Gulf Stream. 
There, the Navy located its largest base installations 
on a site opposite Hamilton Island. The Bermuda 
Naval Operating Base was commissioned on April 
7, 1941. The following day Task Group 7.2 under 
Rear Admiral A. B. Cook arrived. The group in- 
cluded the aircraft carrier Ranger (flagship), heavy 
cruisers Wichita and Tuscaloosa, and destroyers 
Kearny (Lieutenant Commander A. L. Danis) and 
Livermore (Lieutenant Commander V. Huber). 

Working out of the Bermuda base, a powerful 
task group under Admiral Cook’s command was 
presently engaged in conducting the Central Atlantic 
Neutrality Patrol. For a time this patrol force con- 
sisted of the carriers Ranger, Wasp, Yorktown, and 
Long Island; cruisers Quincy and Vincennes, and 
Destroyer Squadron 11 under Captain M. L. Deyo 
in Sampson. 

The force patrolled the Central Atlantic as far 
east as long. 30 W— practically within gunshot of the 
Azores. Extension of the “Western Hemisphere” to 
this mid-ocean parallel was a move to counter Nazi 
contemplation of the Azores Islands as target for 
a German grab. 

Though they were a threat that served to make 
the Nazis think twice about an Azores invasion, 
“short-of-war” patrols in the Bermuda Area were 
not so rigorous as some. But the destroyermen in 
Deyo’s squadron did not loll in any doldrum. Spare 
time went into training and gunnery practice. 

Neutrality patrols in the Caribbean Area also kept 


the destroyermen alert, if not on tenterhooks. By 
Lend-Lease arrangement the Navy had acquired such 
West Indies bases as Kingston, Jamaica, and Port-of- 
Spain, Trinidad. Demerara, British Guiana, gave the 
Navy a southern anchorage on the north coast of 
South America. Patrols from these and other Carib- 
bean bases covered the approaches to the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Panama Canal, and guarded such 
valuable islands as the oil-rich Cura 9 ao Group. In 
addition, San Juan, Puerto Rico, and Guantanamo, 
Cuba, were key bastions of the Caribbean defense. 

The U-boats had already invaded the Caribbean 
to rake Dutch Curasao with shellfire and commit 
other depredations. And a nasty situation had de- 
veloped in the French West Indies where the col- 
lapse of France had left “Vichy” Admiral Georges 
Robert in control of Martinique and Guadeloupe. 
Under Robert’s command was a French West Indies 
Fleet which included the aircraft carrier Bearn, the 
training cruiser Jeanne d’Arc, light cruiser Emile 
Bertin, and some smaller warships. 

To keep an eye on this doubtful “Vichy” squad- 
ron, the U.S. Navy in 1940 established a special patrol 
which operated out of San Juan, Puerto Rico. The 
patrol was originally conducted by Destroyer Squad- 
ron 2 and 12 VP planes, under command of Captain 
W. L. Ainsworth in Moffett. 

On April 18, 1941, the Navy organized the Carib- 
bean Patrol. When eventually built up to strength, 
this patrol consisted of destroyers Blakeley (Lieuten- 
ant Commander E. S. Von Kleeck, Jr.), and Barney 
(Lieutenant Commander J. H. Long), a pair of 
ancient Eagle boats, and 12 Catalina flying boats. 
These forces were under command of Rear Admiral 
R. A. Spruance, then of Rear Admiral J. H. Hoover, 
Commandant Tenth Naval District and Commander 
Caribbean Sea Frontier at San Juan. 

Destroyers to Iceland (Niblack and Charles F. 
Hughes in Action) 

President Roosevelt’s answer to Hitler’s Icelandic 
war zone ultimatum was a quiet directive to Ad- 
miral Stark ordering the Navy to reconnoiter the 
approaches to Iceland. 

The strategic value of that island, where British 
troops had been stationed since the spring of 1940, 
was not lost on America’s leaders. Iceland lay just 
450 miles from the Scottish coast and only 530 nauti- 
cal miles from the coast of Nazi-occupied Norway. 
Invading Denmark in April 1940, the Germans had 
captured Iceland’s mother country. The United 
States had no intention of allowing Hitler to extend 
his dominion to an island so , threateningly placed 
across the northern trans-Atlantic routes. 
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Hence the President’s reconnaissance directivej and 
an order tliat sent an American destroyer steaming 
northward to conduct the special mission. The de- 
stroyer diosen for this sensitive task was the U.S.S. 
Niblack (Lieutenant Commander E. R. Durgin), 
flying the pennant of Commander D. L. Ryan, 
ComDesDiv 13. 

Niblack was on her way early in April, 1941. 
The North Atlantic run proved uneventful until 
the lOth, and on that date things happened. Nearing 
Iceland, the destroyer sighted tliree lifeboats in the 
surface haze— survivors of a torpedoed Dutch 'mer- 
chantman! Durgin and company promptly went into 
action as lifesavers. They accomplished the rescue 
nimbly, the destroyer maneuvering with expert pre- 
cision to pick up each boatload of exhausted sea- 
men. 

As the fast of the bedraggled survivors were coming 
up the ship’s side, Niblack’s sonar instruments regis- 
tered a submarine contact. The range was closing; 
apparently the U-boat was boring in to laundi an 
attack. Durgin rushed Niblack’s crew to General 
Quarters, and Division Commander Ryan ordered 
a depth-charge salvo. 

Over went the ashcans, a booming “embarrassing 
pattern” that evidently embarrassed the sub to the 
point of a hasty retirement. These seem to have 
been the first depth charges fired in anger by Ameri- 
can destroyermen in World War II. 

Niblack’s reconnaissance mission, and observa- 
tion flights by Navy planes, pioneered die way for 
the American occupation of Iceland, a move to 
forestall possible German occupation. On June 15 
Admiral King issued a new Operation Plan which 
named Iceland an outpost of the Western Hemi- 
sphere. The folloiving day Admiral Stark advised 
Admiral King that President Roosevelt had issued 
orders that United States troops were to relieve die 
British garrison on Iceland. On July 1 U.S. Marines 
steamed from Argentia. Destination: Reykjavik. 

For this major operation the Navy had assembled 
the first American Naval Task Force organized for 
foreign service. Designated TF 19, under command 
of Rear Admiral D. McD. LeBreton, the force con- 
sisted of 25 American ships. The Marines were 
carried by four naval transports. The escort included 
two battleships, two cruisers, and nine destroyers. 

As indicated in the roster, the formation included- 
an "Inner” and “Outer” destroyer screen. The DD’s 
in the Outer Screen were positioned some 10,000 yards 
ahead of the main body. Patrolling out in front, the 
four old “four-pipers” and Buck led the parade. No 
one knew what sort of reception committee might be 
waiting at the gates of Denmark Strait, 


TASK FORCE 19 


Rear Admiral D. McD, LeBreton, Commander, 
in New York 


New York 
Arkansas 
Brooklyn 
Nashville 


Capt. J. G. Ware 
Capt. C. F. Bryant 
Capt. E. S. Stone 
Capt. F. S. Craven 


INNER SCREEN 
Capt. J. L. Kauffman 
Destroyer Squadron 7, Capt. Kauffinan 
Plunkett Lt. Comdr. W. A. Graham 


Destroyer Division 

Niblack 

Benson 

Cleaves 

Mayo 


13, Comdr. D. L. Ryan 

Lt. Comdr. E. R. Durgin 
Lt, Comdr, A. L. Pleasants 
Lt. Comdr. E. H. Pierce 
Lt. Comdr. C. D. Emory 


Destroyer Division 14, Comdr. F. D. Kirtland 


Charles F. Hughes 
Lansdale 
Hilary P. Jones 


Lt. Comdr. G. L. Menocal 
Lt. Comdr. John Connor 
Lt. Comdr. S. R. Clark 


OUTER SCREEN 


Comdr. J. B. Heffernan 
Destroyer Division 60, Comdr. Heffernan 


Ellis 

Bernadou 

Upshur 

Lea 

Buck 


Lt. Comdr. L. R. Lampman 
Lt. Comdr. G. C. Wright 
Lt. Comdr. W. K. Romoser 
Lt. Comdr. Clarence Broussard 
Lt. Comdr. H. C. Robison 


Transport Base Forge 
Capt. F. A. Braisted 
William P. Biddle 
(c.x-San Francisco) 

Fuller 

(cx-Newport News) 

Heywood 
( eX-BALTIMORE) 


Orizaba 

Arcturus 

(cx-Mormachawk) 

Hamul 

(ex-DocTOR Lykes) 
Salamonie 
( ex-Esso Columbia) 
Cherokee 


Capt. C. D. Edgar 
Capt. P. S. Theiss 
Capt. R. J. Carstarphen 


Capt. C. Gulbranson 
Comdr. Henry Hartley 

Comdr. E. M. Tillson 

Comdr. T. M. Waldschmidt 

Lt. Comdr. P. L. F. Weaver 


However, on July 7 the task force reached Reyk- 
javik in one piece— with the exception of a destroyer 
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which had left the formation to perform a rescue feat 
that was as thrilling as any Hollywood drama. The 
destroyer was die Charles F. Hughes with Lieu- 
tenant Commander Menocal, commanding officer, 
and Commander Kirtland, ComDesDiv 14, on her 
bridge. 

The drama began on June 5 when ten American 
women, members of the Harvard Unit of Red Cross 
nurses, set sail from New Orleans for England on 
the Norwegian motor-ship ^igrid. 

On the 23rd the Vigrid, slowed by engine trouble, 
dropped out of the convoy. That night a roaming 
wolfpack scented the disabled ship, and at 0735 the 
following morning the helpless vessel was torpedoed. 

Crowded into four lifeboats, 37 seamen and the 
ten American nurses were adrift on the lonely ocean. 

The next day the survivors glimpsed a convoy . . . 
and suffered the harrowing disappointment of seeing 
the ships steam on over the horizon. 

The survivors decided to proceed in independent 
groups. Two of the lifeboats set a course for Ireland, 
and one of this pair was finally rescued by a British 
naval vessel. The other two lifeboats set a north- 
westerly course for Greenland. They chose a gruelling 
alternative. The little boats were overtaken by a 
storm that turned the voyage into a nightmare. The 
hardtack supply petered out. The water ration 
dwindled. One night one of the boats disappeared. 
The remaining lifeboat clung stubbornly to existence. 

In this last boat there were 14 survivors, including 
Vigrid’s captain and four of the Red Cross nurses. 
"We thought help would never come.’’ That was the 
outlook by July 5 when the water ration was reduced 
to two swallows a day, the food ration to half a 
biscuit. But that evening the help was there— de- 
stroyer Charles F. Hughes coming out of the dusk, 
big as an express train, big as a hospital, big as the 
United States Navy. 

When the survivors were safe on board, the de- 
stroyermen conducted a search for the other lifeboat, 
but the North Atlantic vastness refused to relinquish 
the missing. 

When the Hughes arrived at Reykjavik on July 8, 
she found Task Force 19 crowding the harbor, the 
Marines going ashore, and the situation better than 
well in hand. If the Icelanders were not exactly 
cordial, neither were they truculent; and a few days 
of occupation served to melt some of the Viking re- 
serve. And Reykjavik acquired an American name— 
“Rinky Dink." 

Located about 25 miles from Reykjavik, the pro- 
tected anchorage of Hvalfjordur ("Valley Forge” to 
the Marines) served to accommodate large warships 
and a Navy tank farm. On July 15 the Navy or- 


ganized Task Force 1 for the support of Icelandic 
defenses and to escort American and Icelandic ship- 
ping "including shipping of any nationality which 
may join such . . . convoys between United States 
ports . . . and Iceland.’’ The quoted stipulation was, 
in effect, a permit which allowed American escorts 
to conduct British convoys to the eastern margin of 
the “Western Hemisphere,” at which point British 
escortage could take over, while the American escorts 
proceeded northward with vessels Iceland-bound. 

Early in September 1941, Army troops under Major 
General C. H. Bonesteel were en route to Iceland to 
relieve the Marines. The convoy sailed from a point 
off Boston. It contained a train of Navy transports 
under escort of battleships Idaho (flagship) and New 
Mexico, heavy cruiser Vincennes, and 14 destroyers. 
Convoy was under command of Rear Admiral W. R. 
Munroe. Destroyer screen was commanded by Cap- 
tain W. L. Ainsworth. 

In the DD complement were nine modern 1,630- 
tonners and five elderly “four-pipers,” the oldsters 
composing an advance screen under command of 
Captain Wilder D. Baker. Altogether it was a sizable 
convoy that headed east-by-north across the troubled 
September seas. Destination: Reykjavik. 

Convoy proceeded without incident— so much rou- 
tine— until September 12. Then, at a point south- 
east of Greenland (lat, 58-30 N, long. 25 W) the 
destroyermen had a glimpse of the Atlantic Battle in 
prospect. 

Evening of the 12th brought fog. Steaming on 
northerly course across calm water, the convoy 
tightened up defensively, the usual twilight proce- 
dure. Plodding in the outer screen, destroyers Mac- 
Leish, Truxtun, Reuben James, Overton, and 
Bainbridge sharpened the lookout as they sliced into 
blowing banks of vapor. 

At 1844, while hundreds of Army men sat at chow 
in the crowded transports, "G.Q.” sent the destroyer- 
men to battle stations— the customary dusk alert. The 
fog was nasty— cotton-thick in patches, but thinning 
here and there into open spaces ("fog-dogs” in the 
vernacular) which appeared unexpectedly, like clear- 
ings in a misty forest. One minute a ship was plowing 
blindly through an opalescent cloud. Next minute 
she was in the clear, exposed. 

Destroyer Truxtun, for example. In right-hand 
position of in-line advance screen, well ahead of 
the convoy, she trudged out of one fogbank about 
1904 and found herself heading across open water 
for another. At her secondary conning station her 
"Exec,” Lieutenant Commander G. W. Pressey, was 
occupied with routine detail (perhaps winding his 
ivristwatch). Lookouts at their stations were scanning 
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le fog-bank ahead. Truxtun was keeping her sta- 
on steady as she goes. Then, at 1905— 

’‘Mr. Pressey,” said a young Quartermaster striker 
: the Executive Officer’s elbow, "what’s that over 
lere?’’ 

Mr. Pressey looked. "That over there’’ was a Nazi 
-boat which had just emerged from the fog-bank 
ad was approaching Truxtun on opposite course. If 
'ruxtun was startled by this encounter, tlie U-boat 
as no less so. Things happened on both vessels. Just 
> Sound reported the stunning contact to Truxtun’s 
ridge, someone in the Nazi’s conning tower must 
ave shouted, “Himmelherrgott!’" As Truxtun’s gun- 
ers made a grab for weapons, the U-boat started 
eep with a plunge. 

Destroyer and submarine passed at a distance of 
bout 50 yards. Commander Pressey wrote later, "The 
lutual sighting must have been as great a surprise to 
ie Germans as to the personnel of the Truxtun, and 
was probably this surprise, with buck fever, which 
revented either ship from taking any offensive ae- 
on in the few seconds before the submarine crash- 
ived.” 

Trailing the sub with sonar, Truxtun and her 
ampanion “four-pipers’’ hammered the water with 
epth-charge salvos that stirred up a tremendous 
jrapus in the fog. The alarmed convoy promptly 
secuted evasive maneuvers, and for the rest of the 
keening nobody thought much of chow. Probably the 
r-boaters had their share of indigestion. Evidently 
ley got away, but Doenitz may have "chewed them 
ut’’ for missing a crack at the American convoy. 
V^hich subsequently reached Iceland without mishap. 
Apparently Truxtun scored the first sighting of an 
nemy sub in the short-of-war period which overtured 
imerica’s entry into World War II. That she failed to 
:ore the first kill was a matter which could be laid 
D inexperience and to the difficulties of A/S work in 
ight and fog without benefit of radar. The Germans 
muld soon take advantage of this situation, and one 
f Truxtun’s companion “four-pipers,” Reuben 
AMES, would be the victim. 

On September 1, 1941, Admiral King organized a 
ask group for Denmark Strait Patrol. This group 
?as composed of the heavy cruisers Wichita and 
ruscALOosA, two of the three battleships Idaho, 
Mississippi, and New Mexico, according to availa- 
lility, and Destroyer Squadron 2 (Captain W. L. 
tinsworth in Morris) plus Destroyer Division 22 
Commander J. S. Roberts in Gwin). Based at 
Ivalfjordur, this task group-the "White Patrol” to 
he Navy— was under command of Rear Admiral 
L C. ("Ike”) Giffen, with flag in Wichita. Express 
nission of Giffen’s group was to keep German raiders 


out of Denmark Strait— in particular such a raider as 
the big battleship Tirpitz, presumably lurking in the 
fiords of Norway. 

The northern trans-Atlantic routes had become 
particularly important because on June 22 Hitler had 
stunned the world by his sudden all-out attack on 
Russia. 

Launching the war’s biggest military campaign, he 
had hurled 121 divisions across the 2,000-mile Russian 
border. With the huge Soviet Union plunged into the 
conflict, tlie British and United States governments 
immediately offered assistance to Stalin in an effort 
to support the Red Army. Lend-Lease was extended 
to Russia, and North-Russian (code designator PQ) 
convoys were started in August 1941. The Royal Navy 
accepted responsibility for these convoys to Mur- 
mansk and to ports in the White Sea. And United 
States escorts participated in this convoy effort, one 
of tlie toughest of the ivar. 

Flanking the North Russian route, Greenland and 
Iceland assumed a new strategic importance, and the 
Tirpitz threat became more menacing as Lend-Lease 
cargoes ivere forwarded to Murmansk. 

Destroyers Escort President to Atlantic Conference 

DesLant destroyermen had scant time for "spit 
and polish” during short-of-war operations. Neverthe- 
less, in the summer of 1941 there was one DD whose 
"bright work” shone with a dazzle seldom beheld on 
brass. The destroyer McDougal ivas all dressed up, 
and she had a place to go. 

The story begins, however, with the presidential 
yacht Potomac sailing from New London on the 
morning of August 3. Two days later American news- 
papers had the word— F.D.R. was on a holiday cruise. 
What the Press did not learn was that President 
Roosevelt’s yacht met the U.S.S. Augusta off Martha’s 
Vineyard. There tlie President boarded Admiral 
King’s flagship. After which Augusta, escorted by 
U.S.S. Tuscaloosa and several destroyers, headed 
northward for Argentia, Newfoundland. 

Simultaneously heading for Argentia was H.M.S. 
Prince of Wales carrying Prime Minister Churchill, 
his Chiefs of Staff, and Mr. Harry Hopkins, who had 
just completed an important mission to Moscow. In 
the making was the first meeting of Roosevelt and 
Churchill— the historic "Atlantic Conference” that 
was to set Allied objectives in the global war to come, 
and to furnish Allied people with the inspiring goals 
embodied in the Atlantic Charter. 

The rendezvous was Placentia Bay, at 0900, morn- 
ing of August 9. On hand ahead of time were 
Augusta with her escorts. The battleship Arkansas 
and the destroyers of DesDiv 17— McDougal (flag- 
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ship), 'W’es'slow, Moffett, and SAiiPsox— •svere also 
standing by in the bay. 

Prikce of "^Vales entered the scene escorted by 
Canadian destroyers Ripley, Reshgouche, and 
Assiniboixe. Churchill boarded the Augusta for a 
conference at 1100, and dined ivith the President that 
e\'ening. 

The following day, Sunday, President Roosevelt 
tvas to ^dsit the Prixce of Wales. This "ss-as destroyer 
McDougal’s big momenL Captained by Commander 
^Villiam '^V'. '^Varlick, she tvas tied up alongside 
Augusta, waiting. She had been selected to transport 
the President to the Prixce of Wales meeting, and a 
destroyer vath the Co mman der in Chief of the United 
States Navy on board is one proud DD. 

If pride goeth before a fall, McDougal’s case v.-as 
the exception to the rule. Stepping smartly across the 
bay, she approached the Prixce of "Wales uith the 
President’s flag flying. As the destroyer’s bow n-as 
level with the British battleship’s fantail, she t^'as 
called upon to execute a fancy maneuver— bring her 
bow alongside the Prixce’s stem in rvhat sailors call 
a "Chinese landing.” But McDougal’s destroyermen 
accomplished the maneuver as though the)* had spent 
a lifetime in practicing iL 

There stood F.D.R. on the destroyer’s foc’sle. 

There stood Churchill, sea cap aslant, on the great 
battleship’s stem. 

There stood a Chief Boatst\’ain's Mate on Mc- 
Dougal’s bow. “Hey!” he shouted to the solitary 
fimure on the Prixce’s fantaiL "WiU you take a line?” 

The Former Naval Person anstvered, "Certainlyl” 
.And before the British tars cotild recover from shock, 
he had caught the line and ss'as deftly hauling it in. 

■^Vith that sort of spirit among the participants, the 
Atlantic Conference was bound to succeed. And so 
vras the Nasy’s Destroyer Force. 

Could anyone imagine Hitler hauling in a line— 
or a Nazi Boatstvain’s Mate daring to throw him one? 

Attack on U^S. Greer 

In March 1941 Hitler had proclaimed the seas off 
Iceland a danger zone for .Allied and neutral ship- 
ping. And in the ocean southeast of Cape Farewell 
one merchantman after another had since been blown 
to the bottom by sharpshooting U-boats. “Torpedo 
Junction” the seamen called it— an apt name for 
North Atlantic waters where the -ss-ol^acks -waited to 
meet the east-bound .Allied convop. 

The United States destroyer Greer was not steam- 
ing -^rith a convoy when she neared “Torpedo Jtmc- 
don” on the morning of September 4, 1941. Flying 
the pennant of Commander G. '^V. Johnson, ComDes- 
Div 61, the Greer ^vas proceeding independently. 


Argentia to Rej'kjavik, -^vith mail and supplies for 
the American Icelandic base. 

The DD t\-as an old “four-piper,” one of the 1200- 
ton flush-deckers recommissioned for .Atlantic patrol 
in September 1939. Her captain. Lieutenant Com- 
mander L. H. Frost, had been in command just one 
month- 

Heading for Iceland, Greer was deep in the sub- 
marine danger zone at daybreak, September 4. She 
was about 175 miles from Re)kja\-ik, •\vith the dock 
at 0840, -svhen she v.’ss approached by a British patrol 
plane -jvhich flashed a U-boat iv'aming. A German 
sub had been spotted about ten miles distant, directly 
in Greer’s path. The destroyer acknowledged the 
uaming, and the plane rstinged back to the spot 
where the enemy had been sighted. 

Frost stepped up speed to so knots, sounded Gen- 
eral Quarters, and sent the DD ahead on a fast zigzag. 
'^\ffien the destroyer reached the submarine’s reported 
position, the Commanding Officer slo-ss-ed speed to 
10 knots (to accommodate sonar work), and the de- 
stroyers “pinging” gear went into action. The sub- 
merged U-boat u-as presently detected— at a point 
about 150 miles southtvest of Reykjavik— and Greer 
had a submarine on her hands. Or, to sharpen the 
metaphor, she had a tiger by the taiL 

For the destroyermen, the situation -was peculiar, to 
say the least. On the one hand, the United States tvas 
not at war -srith Nazi Germany; on the other, “bel- 
ligerent neutrality” r^iasn’t peace. Concerning a meet- 
ing between a U.S. naval vessel and a German U-boat, 
the Nav)-’s operational plan t\as ambiguous. Could 
the destroyer fire upon the sub, or must she -^vait for 
the sub to open fire? '^\uthout express authority to 
shoot, the destroyermen could only hold on, and keep 
their fingers crossed- "^Miich is tvhat Greer’s de- 
stroyermen did. 

They held on. For the next two hours Greer main- 
tained sonar contact mth the U-boat, and reported 
the submarine’s position, course, and speed to all 
ships and planes Tvithin radio range. Frost kept the 
destroyer’s bow pointed at the undersea menace, 
mo-ving his ship this -tray and that as the sub ma- 
neuvered to evade. .At 1000 the British patrol plane 
inquired if Greer -n-as going to attack. The Com- 
manding Officer -jiius compelled to signal negative. At 
1032 the British plane stvooped do-Rm and dropped 
four random depth charges. Then the pilot signaled 
he was returning to base to refuel. 

"There she goes,” one of the destroyermen said. 
"Now whatl” 

From the bridge came an order that held Greer 
hard on the submarine’s tafl. The destroyer would 
continue to hold on. 
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iie fog-bank ahead. Truxtun was keeping her sta- 
;ion steady as she goes. Then, at 1905— 

''Mr. Pressey,” said a young Quartermaster striker 
It the Executive Officer’s elbow, "what’s that over 
here?’’ 

Mr. Pressey looked. “That over there” was a Nazi 
Ll-boat which had just emerged from the fog-bank 
ind was approaching Truxtun on opposite course. If 
Fruxtun was startled by this encounter, the U-boat 
;vas no less so. Things happened on both vessels. Just 
is Sound reported the stunning contact to Truxtun’s 
jridge, someone in the Nazi’s conning tower must 
lave shouted, "Himmelherrgott!” As Truxtun’s gun- 
lers made a grab for weapons, the U-boat started 
leep tvith a plunge. 

Destroyer and submarine passed at a distance of 
ibout 50 yards. Commander Pressey wrote later, "The 
mutual sighting must have been as great a surprise to 
the Germans as to the personnel of the Truxtun, and 
H was probably this surprise, with buck fever, which 
prevented either ship from taking any offensive ac- 
tion in the few seconds before the submarine crash- 
dived.” 

Trailing the sub with sonar, Truxtun and her 
:ompanion "four-pipers” hammered the ivater with 
depth-charge salvos that stirred up a tremendous 
rumpus in the fog. The alarmed convoy promptly 
Executed evasive maneuvers, and for the rest of the 
evening nobody thought much of chow. Probably the 
U-boaters had their share of indigestion. Evidently 
they got away, but Doenitz may have "chewed them 
out” for missing a crack at the American convoy. 
Which subsequently reached Iceland without mishap. 

Apparently Truxtun scored the first sighting of an 
enemy sub in the short-of-war period which overtured 
America’s entry into World War II. That she failed to 
score the first kill was a matter ivhich could be laid 
to inexperience and to the difficulties of A/S work in 
night and fog without benefit of radar. The Germans 
would soon take advantage of this situation, and one 
of Truxtun’s companion "foiu'-pipers,” Reuben 
James, ivould be the victim. 

On September 1, 1941, Admiral King organized a 
task group for Denmark Strait Patrol. This group 
was composed of the heavy cruisers Wichita and 
Tuscaloosa, two of the three battleships Idaho, 
Mississippi, and Neiv Mexico, according to availa- 
bility, and Destroyer Squadron 2 (Captain W. L. 
Ainsworth in Morris) plus Destroyer Division 22 
(Commander J. S. Roberts in Gwin). Based at 
Hvalfjordur, this task group— the "I\diite Patrol” to 
the Navy— ivas under command of Rear Admiral 
R. C. (“Ike”) Giffen, with flag in IVichita. Express 
mission of Giffen’s group iras to keep German raiders 


out of Denmark Strait~in particular such a raider as 
the big battleship Tirpitz, presumably lurking in the 
fiords of Nonvay. 

The northern trans-Atlantic routes had become 
particularly important because on June 22 Hitler had 
stunned the -world by his sudden all-out attack on 
Russia. 

Launching the tvar’s biggest military campaign, he 
had hurled 121 divisions across the 2,000-mile Russian 
border. With the huge Soviet Union plunged into the 
conflict, the British and United States governments 
immediately offered assistance to Stalin in an effort 
to support the Red Army. Lend-Lease was extended 
to Russia, and North-Russian (code designator PQ) 
convoys ivere started in August 1941. The Royal Na\7 
accepted responsibility for these convoys to Mur- 
mansk and to ports in the White Sea. And United 
States escorts participated in this convoy effort, one 
of the toughest of the war. 

Flanking the North Russian route, Greenland and 
Iceland assumed a new strategic importance, and the 
Tirpitz threat became more menacing as Lend-Lease 
cargoes is^ere fonvarded to Murmansk. 

Destroyers Escort President to Atlantic Conference 

DesLant destroyermen had scant time for "spit 
and polish” during short-of-war operations. Neverthe- 
less, in the summer of 1941 there was one DD -jvhose 
"bright work” shone with a dazzle seldom beheld on 
brass. The destroyer McDougal was all dressed up, 
and she had a place to go. 

The story begins, ho-wever, ivith the presidential 
yacht Potomac sailing from New London on the 
morning of August 3. Tivo days later American news- 
papers had the word— F.D.R. was on a holiday cruise. 
What the Press did not learn was that President 
Roosevelt’s yacht met the U.S.S. Augusta off Martha s 
Vineyard. There the President boarded Admiral 
King’s flagship. After -jvhich Augusta, escorted by 
U.S.S. Tuscaloosa and several destroyers, headed 
northivard for Argentia, Neivfoundland. 

Simultaneously heading for Argentia ivas H.M.S. 
Prince of Wales carrying Prime Minister Churchill 
his Chiefs of Staff, and Mr. Harry Hopkins, who had 
just completed an important mission to Moscow. In 
the making -was the first meeting of Roosevelt and 
Churchill— the historic "Atlantic Conference’ that 
was to set Allied objectives in the global war to come, 
and to furnish Allied people with the inspiring goals 
embodied in the Atlantic Charter. 

The rendezvous was Placentia Bay, at 0900, morn- 
ing of August 9. On hand ahead of time were 
Augusta with her escorts. The battleship Arkansas 
and the destroyers of DesDiv 17— McDougal (flag 
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She was holding on at 1100. Still holding at 1130. 
The tension was as nerve-wracking as a hang-fire— 
suspense that became intolerable. How long before 
the British aircraft would reappear? How long %s'ould 
tlie U-boat commander withhold an itching finger 
from the firing key? Sooner or later an annoyed tiger 
was bound to turn. 'When? 

The U-boat turned at 12'10, and headed straight for 
the American destroyer. Grf.kr's sonar instruments 
registered the closing range. Then the destroyer's 
lookouts sighted a discoloration and disturbance of 
the water a few hundred yards off to starboard. They 
did not see a periscope, but at 12-18 they sighted the 
impulse bubble of a fired torpedo. The U-boat had 
let fiyl 

The destroyer seemed to leap at the warning cry, 
‘'TorpedoV Frost sent his ship in a swing to evade, 
and a moment later the foaming wake was sighted 
sizzling through the water about 100 yards astern. 

Exactly two minutes after the shot was fired. Com- 
mander Johnson, acting with the authority of Di- 
vision Commander, ordered Grki:r to counterattack. 
Counterattack she did, steaming forward on the war- 
path to try for the submerged foe with a pattern of 
eight depth charges that boomed overside at 1256. 

At 1258 another torpedo was sighted racing for 
the destroyer on collision course. Frost called for a 
hard turn to port: the destroyer swung to the left; 
the lethal "fish” missed the mark by a good 300 yards. 

Contact was lost in the turmoil of exploding depth 
charges and evasion mancincrs, but Gredi’s sonar 
crew regained it at 1312, a few minutes after Division 
Commander Johnson ordered the search resumed. At 
1315 a British plane skimmed aaoss the seascape, 
and dropped two smoke pots on the spot where 
Greer had dumped her deptli charges. Probing for 
the target with sonar fingers, the destroyer continued 
the sub-hunt, and the U-boat apparently went deep 
to evade. Greer was still searching when the British 
destroyer 1-26 arrived on the scene at H15. 

The British destroyermen asked the Americans if 
they desired to conduct a coordinated search. Division 
Commander Johnson replied in the negative, and the 
British DD departed after dropping a random depth 
charge. 

At 1512 Greer made sonar contact svhich was 
evaluated as "submarine,” and tlie destroyermen de- 
livered another attack. Eleven depth diarges thun- 
dered down into the sea, but results were evidently 
zero. No oil slick, no debris, no sign of a shattered 
U-boat. Greer went on with the search until 1840 
when she received orders from Iceland to proceed 
to her destination. 

Throughout, the Greer had handled the U-boat 


meeting with complete propriety, following the rules 
of International Law as scrupulously as possible. For 
almost tJircc hours and thirty minutes the destroyer 
was in contact with the submarine. Although exposed 
to attack, she was careful not to take the first hostile 
action. Remarking on her conduct. Admiral King 
commented, "T/ic action taken by the Greer was 
correct in every particular in accordance with then 
existing orders.” 

In a memo to Admiral Stark, Chief of Naval 
Operations, President Roosevelt advised, "I think it 
is essential that . . . Uoo facts be made to stand out 
so clearly that they cannot be separated by any hostile 
press-first, that two hours elapsed between the 
bombing of the submarine by the British plane and 
the firing of the first torpedo by the submarine; and 
second, that no weapon teas fired by the Greer until 
after the torpedo attach began." 

Three days after the Greer episode, die American 
merchantman Steel Sdsfareji was bombed and sunk 
in the Red Sea by Nazi aircraft. On September 11, 
President Roosevelt made an historic radio address. 
Broadcasting to die world from die White House, he 
declared: 

"Upon our naval and air patrol— now operating in 
large numbers over a vast expanse of the Atlantic 
Ocean— falls the duty of maintaining the American 
policy of Freedom of the Sens. That means . . . our 
patrolling vessels and planes will protect all merchant 
ships, not only American ships, but ships of any flag, 
engaged in commerce in our defense waters. 

"From now on, if German or Italian vessels enter 
the waters, the protection of which is necessary for 
American defense, they do so at their own peril. 

"The orders which / have given as Commander-in- 
Chief of the United States Army and Naxry are to 
carry out that policy at once." 

Spoken one week after Greer's brush with the 
U-boat, this was the famous "shoot on sight" order 
whicli untied the hands of United States forces de- 
fending ’Western Hemisphere waters. From that hour 
on the United States was involved in a de facto naval 
war with Nazi Germany. The war ivas undeclared, 
but the term "de facto" means actual, or patently 
existing. 

Translation by U.S.S. Greer. 

Convoy To "Momp" (Eberle Rescues Crew of Nigari- 
Stan) 

Convoy HX-150 was the first to employ United 
States escorts for part of the trans-Atlantic voyage. 
The undertaking was in accordance with the opera- 
tional plan issued by Admiral King on September I, 
1941. Chosen for this pioneer duty was Captain 
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Morton L. Deyo’s escort group. Task Unit 4.1.1. 

The group consisted of the following destroyers: 
Ericsson Lt. Cotndr. G. E. Sage, 

Flying pennant of 

Capt. Deyo, Escort Commander and comdesron 11 
Eberle Lt. Comdr. E. R. Gardner, Jr. 

Dallas Lt. Comdr H. B. Bell, Jr. 

Flying pennant of 
Capt. M. Y. Cohen, comdesron 30 
Upshur Lt. Comdr. W. K. Romoser 

Ellis Lt. Comdr. L. R. Lampman 

Flying pennant of 

Comdr. J. B. Fleffeman, comdesdiv 60 

Ericsson and Eberle ivere tlie only modern de- 
stroyers in the group. The otliers were over-age "four- 
pipers,” equipped with outmoded gear, and of low 
fuel capacity. 

Under Canadian escortage, tlie eastbound convoy 
sailed from Halifax on September 16. The American 
escort group took over the folloiving day at a point 
some 350 miles east of Halifax. Deyo’s Task Unit was 
to escort the convoy to "Momp,” at which point tlie 
British would assume responsibility for escortage to 
the United Kingdom while the American escorts pro- 
ceeded to Reykjavik with the tliree American mer- 
diantmen and one Icelandic vessel bound for that port. 

There were 44 merchant ships in convoy at the 
time Captain Deyo’s group relieved the Canadian 
escorts. The assemblage composed a heterogeneous 
melange which included the stately luxury liner 
Empress of Asia and the rusty S.S. Nigaristan with 
crew from the Levant. Convoy Commander, Rear 
Admiral E. Manners, R.N. (Retired), signalled Deyo, 

delighted to have all of you to guard this convoy 

FOR THE NEXT FEW DAYS 

Under conduct of Captain Deyo, the convoy 
paraded in nine columns with the escorts disposed 
to form a cordon. Distance between the columns was 
set at three cables (600 yards). Flag destroyer Ericsson 
was stationed some 2,000 yards ahead of the con- 
voy’s front. Ellis was positioned on the convoy’s star- 
board bow; Upshur was positioned on the port. 
Abreast of the last ships in column, Eberle paced to 
starboard and Dallas to port. During daytime the 
destroyers patrolled at a distance anywhere from 
500 to 2,000 yards from the convoy. 

At night the convoy’s columns drew closer to- 
gether, and the escorts patrolled no more than 1,000 
yards from the convoy. Whereas the destroyers main- 
tained continuous patrolling by day, after-dark patrol- 
ling was restricted to clear nights; on dark or foggy 
nights the DD’s were to keep station. Time was soon 
coming when escorts would patrol as far out as 5,000 


yards from a convoy, night patrols would be con- 
ducted— whatever the condition of visibility— and the 
DD which abandoned a U-boat search at the expira- 
tion of an hour would be censured. 

Fortunately Convoy HX-150 did not encounter any 
U-boats during the run from Canadian waters to 
"Momp.” Combat would certainly have proved an 
ordeal for the escorts, hampered as they were by in- 
experience. 

But although Convoy HX-150 was not ambushed, 
it experienced some misadventures which kept the 
escorts busy. Stragglers were a source of constant 
trouble. Breakdowns and laggards created a ragged 
formation, and tlie convoy made numerous course 
changes to give stragglers a chance to overhaul. All 
of which meant extra work for the escorts riding herd. 

“Ship afire!” 

The alarm was flashed to flag destroyer Ericsson 
on the night of September 24-25, when the convoy 
was nearing "Torpedo Junction.” A night as black as 
India ink, with the barometer reading 28.60, a gale 
blowing, and the ships flogged by violent rain squalls 
as tliey struggled to keep pace in tumbling seas. 

Firel The baleful tocsin had sounded aboard the 
S.S Nigaristan. An ugly smolder had gotten out of 
hand in die freighter’s bunkers. The vessel was in 
distress, her decks going hot underfoot, when Captain 
Deyo received the ivord and dispatched destroyer 
Eberle to the rescue. 

Fighting high tvinds and rolling seas. Commander 
Gardner’s destroyer galloped through the night with 
all her knots tied on. The destroyer made the run 
in record time, and picked up Nigaristan’s company 
in masterful fashion. The freighter’s crew abandoned 
in lifeboats that were kicked about like corks in the 
broiling sea. Maneuvering with precision, Eberle got 
out her lines and took aboard the freiglitermen. 
Despite furious wind and leaping wave, the 63 mem- 
bers of Nigaristan’s crew were rescued without loss 
of a man. 

This perfect score was achieved through the 
valiance of one of Eberle’s young officers. Alongside 
the destroyer a lifeboat was dipping and rising on 
the heaving water while bluejackets and merchant 
seamen struggled to control the lines. A sudden shout, 
a wail, and one of the Nigaristan’s black gang, 
Hassan Amirkhan by name, was floundering in tlie 
foam between boat and ship, in imminent danger of 
being crushed against the destroyer’s side. Ensign 
L. C. Savage went overside with a bowline and seized 
the dangling sailor about the waist. Some desperate 
acrobatics were required to fend off the lifeboat, hold 
the frantic seaman, and hang on while the destroyer- 



men hauled in. But adept work by all hands got 
Ensign Savage and the seaman safe on board. 

Extract from EnitRLE's report: IT IS CON- 
SIDERED THAT THE ACTION OF ENSIGN 
SAVAGE WAS BEYOND THE NORMAL CALL 
OF DUTY. 

On September 25 the convoy reached the "j\fomp'' 
rendezvous point w’hcrc tiic British escorts were to 
relieve the American. Not far over the horizon 
another ship-train had passed in the night, on op- 
[jositc course. This %vas Convoy ON-18, the first west- 
bound, trans-Atlantic convoy under American cs- 
cortage. Destroyers Madison, Gi.eavi:s, I-Iuciins, 
SiMPso.N, and Lansdai-H, under group command of 
Captain F. D. Kirtland, had assumed the guardian- 
ship of ON-18 at a “Momp” point south of Iceland 
on September 2*1. 

In spite of Uie shipping activity in the “Momp" 
area, the U-boats failed to ambush cither of these 
convoys under pioneer American cscortagc. Thus 
the Nate's first IVorld IVar II convoys effort was con- 
cluded with a cordial exchange by the Allied partici- 
pants. But, although the enterprise was eminently 
successful, its conduct was not quite so smooth as tlic 
concluding amenities. By no means satisfied with the 
operation, Captain Deyo made a number of adversely 
CTitical comments in his report, and urged a stiff 
training program for destroyermen facing tlic titanic 
job of anti-submarine (A/S) work. 

That the job was going to demand an amalgam of 
crack leadership, seamanship, and marksmanship 
was a fact punched home to the Navy’s Destroyer 
Forces by the torpedoing of the U.S.S. Kr./\UNV. 

Torpedoing of U.S.S. Kearny 

As was to be expected, even a limited naval war 
with Nazi Germany could not be waged without 
casualties. And American destroyermen escorting 
convoys to and from "Momp" were a^varc that a 
showdown ivas in the making. Tiie mid-Atlantic was 
boiling. American merchant ships and escorting de- 
stroyers were bound to bear the brunt when the ex- 
plosion came. 

For the U.S.S. Kearnv it came early in the morning 
o£ October 17, 1941. 

Kearnv was one of the new 1630-ton destroyers 
launched in 1940-a five-million-dollar warship, 
powered by engines that could drive her at close to 
40 knots. Her fire-control apparatus, sonar devices, 
and weapons were tlie latest thing on the sea. Her 
crew was a smartly-trained team. Her captain. Lieu- 
tenant Commander A. L. Danis, ran a taut ship. Yet 
expert crew and the best detection gear and weapons 
proved unavailing tvhen death stalked. 


Destiny beckoned to Kearny while she was at 
Reykjavik in company witli an American destroyer 
division which had made the Iceland run. Her sortie 
was in response to a distress call from a convoy which 
had floundered into a tvolfpack ambush about 400 
miles south of Iceland. This convoy, SG48, sailed 
from Canada on October 10. Plagued by bad weather 
and breakdowns, die train of 50 merchantmen had 
advanced along a Via Dolorosa. By October 15, eleven 
stragglers, among them the Convoy Commodore’s 
flagship, had dropped out. The convoy could do no 
better than knots. The escort, consisting of four 
Canadian corvettes and the Canadian destroyer 
CoLu.MniA, was unable to cope with the wolfpack that 
struck during the night. Three ships had gone down, 
torpedoed, when the call for help reached Reykjavik. 

The Navy answered by dispatching four destroyers 
to the scene of action. Under group command of 
Captain L. H, Titebaud, ComDesRon 27, the DD 
quartet included Plunkett (Lieutenant Commander 
W. A. Graham) flying Captain Thebaud’s pennant; 
Liver.morf, (Lieutenant Commander V, Huber) flying 
the pennant of Commander H. B. Broadfoot, Com- 
DesDiv 21; Decatur (Lieutenant Commander J. C. 
Sowell); and Kearny. 

The old "four-piper" Greer, the British warship 
Broadwater, and the Free Frendi corvette Lobelia 
were also dispatched from various nearby areas to the 
battle scene. Convoy SD48 was in dire need of all 
the aid that could be rushed. When Captain The- 
baud’s destroyer group arrived shortly before sun- 
down of the IGtli, the Canadian escorts were literally 
staggering with exhaustion, the merdiantmen were 
panicky, and the U-boats were in the offing biding 
their time for another strike. 

Plunkett, Livermore, Decatur, and Kearny took 
station to shield the nine-column formation, and die 
convoy craivled fonvard through a dusk as gray as 
apprehension. In conformance with prevailing doc- 
trine, the American destroyers tvere positioned 1,000 
to 1,500 yards from die convoy. As DesLant leaders 
iverc to learn, such a screen tvas too tight. Obviously 
if escorts hugged a convoy, stalking submarines ivere 
permitted to come tvithin close range of the ships. 
While attaining short torpedo-range, die U-boats 
could fire from positions beyond range of die de- 
stroyers’ sound gear. Thus a tight screen gave sub- 
marines a decided edge. Tlie mauling dealt Convoy 
SC-48 was a case in point. 

As night spread its black wing over the seascape, 
the wolfpack closed in. About two hours before mid- 
night, a merchantman tvas torpedoed. A burst of 
orange flame, thudding explosions, and frantic sig- 
nals sent the convoy milling. Dropping helter-skelter 


depth charges and firing starshells, the escorts broke 
up the attack, but they failed to discourage, much 
less demolish, the assailant. 

With the clock nearing 2315 the U-boats struck 
again. This time torpedoes, ploughing into tlie cen- 
ter of the convoy, blasted two more mercliantmen to 
the bottom. 

About three hours later (around 0200 in the 
morning of October 17) the tvolfpackers struck a 
third time. Unleashing a series of three swift attacks, 
tliey sent torpedoes ripping through tlte convoy like 
chain-lightning. Four merchant vessels were fatally 
hit. And it was during this tumult of fire, water, and 
explosion that Kearny tvas struck by an undersea 
thunderbolt. 

Her cre^v at General Quarters, tiie destroyer was 
advancing into the fray at 15 knots, lookouts strain- 
ing for a glimpse of U-boats running with decks 
awash. Pyroteclinics arched and flared in the night, 
illumining the seascape witli frenzied fireworks. 
Tinted smoke bulged over the carcasses of sinking 
ships. Some 1,200 yards from the Kearny a torpedoed 
tanker was burning. A belch of flame from tlie 
tanker shed a sudden gush of light across die scene. 
The glare silhouetted a British corvette maneuvering 
in to pick up survivors, and it also silhouetted 
Kearny as she commenced a port swing and dropped 
“embarrassing cliarges." 

The destroyermen were rolling ashcans from the 
racks to drive off subs which might be astern. Sight- 
ing the corvette which was cutting across her bow, 
Kearny slowed to avoid collision. And at that 
moment a U-boat lurking sometvhere ahead drew a 
bead on the destroyer. Three torpedoes were aimed 
at the DD— murderous fingers reaching for Kearny’s 
bow. Stretching across fire-lit water, die rushing wakes 
were unseen. 

Executing the turn to port, die destroyer swung, 
heeling. A torpedo whipped through die water just 
ahead. As the lookouts stared in shock, another hissed 
by astern. Then, as men braced themselves on the 
canted declc, the ship was rocked by a stunning ex- 
plosion. 

Struck on the starboard side by a torpedo, Kearny 
was hard hit. The war head caught her at the turn 
of the bilge, smashing into the No. 1 fireroom. Vented 
fonvard and upivard, the explosion wrecked the fire- 
room, ruptured the forward bulkhead of the boiler- 
room, burst the deck overhead, ripped off the star- 
board bridge-wing, knocked the forward funnel acock- 
bill, and damaged the deckhouse. Four men were 
flung overside by the blast. Seven were scalded in 
the flooded boiler-room. Others, bleeding, scorched, 
wounded by flying debris, were felled on deck or 


snared in the mangle below. Drowning tlie dead, the 
sea plunged in tlirough the rent in Kearny's side. 
Jammed open, the steam siren poured raw sound 
from its throat. 

The ship came out of a stagger, steadied on, and 
slowly regained headway. 

Lieutenant R. J. Esslinger was engineering and 
damage-control officer. Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate 
Aucie A'fcDaniel was a veteran “motormac.’’ Im- 
mediately after the explosion, they found the forward 
bulkhead of tlie fonvard engine-room buckling. With 
all hell loose around them, and iron plates threaten- 
ing to give ivay to crushing tons of water, they 
managed to shore up the bulkhead and save the 
engine-room. 

Similar courage was displayed on the destroyer’s 
damaged bridge. Third Class Shipfitter Samuel Kurtz 
was at die depdi-charge release station when the 
torpedo struck. Thrown from his feet by the blast 
which demolished the starboard bridge W’ing, Kurtz 
ivas hurled to the edge of the smashed iving ivhere 
he clung in jagged wreckage w'ith both legs broken. 
Every lurch of the ship direatened to pitcli him over- 
side. Despite terrible peril and agonizing fractures, 
Kurtz hung on with gritted teeth, silently enduring a 
wait for help. 

Grit inspires gi-it. Chief Yeoman Henry Leenknecht 
inched his way out on die tattered bridge-wing to 
rescue his shipmate. Clinging in a dangle of broken 
framework, Leenknecht got an arm around Kurtz and 
brought him in to solid deck. 

While all hands topside fought battle damage. First 
Class Seaman H. C. Barnard stumbled through dark- 
ness below to check watertight fittings. Alone in a 
locked compartment, Quartermaster John Booth 
stood at his post, manning the steering engine. Aware 
that power was lost and the ship must be steered by 
hand, he contrived to make the necessary shift to 
permit manual operation of the helm. Realizing that 
Booth might be trapped at his solitary station, Mus- 
coe Holland, another quartermaster, raced to open 
the bolted escape hatch of the steering-engine room 
and give Booth a hand. 

Noteworthy as were the performances in mention, 
diey were typical of the conduct of Kearny’s creiv. 
Under baptismal fire, they exhibited tlie steady 
courage of veterans. But the ship’s salvation did not 
come through courage alone. These destroyermen 
were trained for emergency action. They knew their 
jobs— what to do, and how to do it. 

As was usually the case with battle damage, initial 
injuries developed a host of successive complications. 
Kearny suffered her share of these. But expert 
damage control and ship-handling held her on an 



even keel, and about ten minutes after the torpedo 
smash she tvas able to steam at 10 knots, 

A Very flare brought an American destroyer to 
Kkarny's aid— die old "four-stacker" GtU'.F.R (Lieu- 
tenant Commander L, H. Frost). It was a dramatic 
coincidence: the first American DD to be shot at by a 
Nazi U-boat, running to assist the first American dc- 
troycr to be struck by a Nazi torpedo. 

Lieutenant Commander Danis informed Groir 
that the injured destroyer could make Iceland. 
Grkf.r was directed to search for the four men hurled 
into the sea by the torpedo explosion. The old flush- 
decker combed the area, but the missing men were 
not to be recovered. Later that morning an urgent 
call for blood plasma brought a Catalina winging 
down frotn Iceland with plasma from the cruiser 
WicniTA. 

So the dc facto Ilaltle of the Atlantic collected its 
death toll. Casualty cost to the U.S.S. Kr.AUNY~ll 
killed, 21 wounded. The losses had been held to a 
minimum by the stamina of such durable men and 
hard-to-sink warships. 

Kr.ARNV was a destroyer of the IlrNso.x class— a new 
class which had been adversely criticized by "experts" 
who considered these DD’s top-heavy. The naval 
arcliitccts who fashioned the destroyers thought differ- 
ently. Gave them double bottoms to protect them 
from underwater weapons. Special rcitiforccment to 
absorb the shock of hits. Numerous compartments 
which could be closed off to prevent the sjircad of 
fire or flooding. Powerful engines capable of tre- 
mendous worklo:ids. Destroyers of this class would go 
down in 'World War II. So would some of the heavier 
PoRTr.RS and CuAvr.N.s, some of the I)ig Fi.irrcuiiRs. 
But few of these modern DD's would succumb to a 
single torpedo. In the main, those sunk were battered 
under by shellfire, pounded ijy bombs, blasted by 
aerial onslaught— and they took a tremendous punish- 
ing before they went down. 

With a yawning hole in her side, Kkarnv steamed 
to Iceland under her own power. There she was 
turned over to the Navy repair ship Vut.cAN (Captain 
L, S. Fiske). A few months later she was off the 
“binnacle list” and once more ready for active duty. 

In passing, it may be noted that the repair job 
was something of a masterwork. Iceland furnished 
few facilities for a major operation on a seriously in- 
jured man-of-war, but Vulcan’s forges worked over- 
time, and her technicians labored like giants with 
the delicate craft of surgeons to put Kearny back into 
shape. 

Kearny’s destroyermen also won well deserved 
citations. For Lieutenant Commander Danis, Chief 
Motor Machinist’s Mate McDaniel, and Engineering 


Officer Esslingcr, the Navy Cross. Letters of Com-’ 
mendation to a dozen other members of the crew, 
including Shipfitter Kurtz and Yeoman Leenknecht. 
Promotions for men who merited immediate advance- 
ment, And for all hands a "Well Donel” 

DD's In The South Atlantic 

On April 24, 1911, Rear Admiral Jonas H. Ingram, 
Commander Cruiser Division 2, was ordered to pro- 
ceed with his group from Newport, Rhode Island, 
to the .South Atlantic. Mission: to patrol the Brazil 
area. The waters to be covered by this "neutrality 
patrol” were embraced by a triangle roughly deline- 
ated by a line drawn from the West Indies to the 
"hump” of Brazil, from there to tlie Cape Verdes, 
from the Cape Verdes to the IVcst Indies. A laige 
area, and its patrol was a large order. 

To handle this order Admiral Ingram’s forces were 
augmented, and the groups under his command were 
designated Task Force 3. 

Task Force 3 was composed of the four elderly light 
cruisers Mf.mrjus (flagship), CtNciNNATi, Milwaukee, 
O.sfAttA. The cruisers were accompanied by Destroyer 
Squadron 9: So^trJts (Commander J, C, Metzel), fly- 
ing the pennant of Captain T, A, Symington, 
ComDcsRon 9; Jouktt (Commander G. W. Clark); 
Davis (Commander C. C. Hartman), flagship of Com- 
mander T. G, Peyton, ComDcsDiv 18: IVinslow 
(Commander P. R. Hcincman); and Moffett (Com- 
mander G. W. Johnson). 

Axis pressure at that date was heavy on South 
America where Nazi and Fascist agents were working 
like termites to undermine the Monroe Doctrine. 
Brazil, territorially larger than tlie United States, 
w.as an important key to Hemispheric defense. In Rio 
dc Janeiro, Axis propaganda was stoked white-hot in 
an effort to melt that key. IV^ould the Brazilians side 
with the Allies? They gave their answer in September 
by opening the ports of Bahia and Recife to Admiral 
Ingram’s naval vessels. 

In October, several units of Task Force 3 under- 
took a South Atlantic convoy mission. At Trinidad on 
the 15th, cruiser Milwaukee (Captain A. McGlasson) 
and destroyer IA^arrincton (Commander F. G. Fahr- 
ion) were assigned to escort tlie S.S. Acadia to Recife. 

In tlie service of tlie Maritime Commission, the 
Acadia was carrying Pan-American Air Technicians 
and equipment for the construction of air bases in 
Africa. Under guard of Milsvaukee and Warrington 
the ship arrived at Recife on the 21st. There Admiral 
Ingram took over tlie convoy. 

Acadia steamed from Recife that evening under 
guard of flag cruiser Memphis and destroyers Davis 
and JouETT (the latter now captained by Commander 
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J. C, Pollock). Daylight air cover 'vvas furnished for 
the entire voyage, a plane hovering over tlie convoy 
from dawn to dark of eaclx passing day. 

No U-boats were encountered during tlie 2600-mile 
run across the Atlantic. 'When tlie convoy arrived at 
Lagos, West Africa, Admiral Ingram asked the Brit- 
ish naval authorities to provide Acadia ivith ade- 
quate protection. After fueling, his task group set 
out on patrol for San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Destroyerwise,' this successful convoy mission W’as 
without notable incident. But the curtain was up in 
the South Atlantic tlieater, and the American players 
were on stage. Meantime, in the Nortli Atlantic a 
second United States destroyer had fallen prey to the 
Nazi enemy. 

Loss of U.S.S. Reuben James 

They called her "The Rube”— a nickname that ex- 
pressed the affection of American destroyermcn for a 
DD which bore one of the proudest names in tlie 
U.S. Navy— a name that harked back to the Tripoli- 
tan Wars and a battle with the Barbary pirates. 

She was far from modern as ships go; some of her 
gear verged on the obsolete, but she got around with 
an agility that won her the favor of the task force 
commander. Her captain. Lieutenant Commander 
H. L. ("Tex”) Edwards, had been a champion mat- 
man at the Naval Academy and a wrestler on the 
Olympic team. The crew were wordiy of both her 
name and her captain. 

From Iceland she was dispatched to the States to 
engage in escort-of-convoy duty. And so came a day in 
the latter part of October when Reuben James 
headed out into the North Atlantic as one of a group 
of five destroyers (under Commander R. E. Webb in 
Benso.n) screening eastbound convoy HX-ISG— a ship- 
train freighting Lend-Lease goods to the British Isles. 

The convoy of 44 merchantmen made a slov/ 8.8 
knots tlirough the late October seas. Reuben James 
steamed on the port beam of the formation, abreast 
of the last ship in column. Destroyers Hilae.v P. 
Jones (Lieutenant Commander S. R- Clark) and Be!»- 
so.N (Lieutenant Commander A. L. Pleasants) were 
positioned on the port bow and starboard bov.', re- 
speaively. Destroyer Tarbele (Lieutenant Com- 
mander S. D- 'Willingham) was positioned off the star- 
board beam, abreast of the last ship in column. These 
escorts were stationed some S,000 yards from the con- 
voy’s body. Destroyer Nibiace (Lieutenant Co.m- 
mander E. Pw Durgin) covered the convoy’s rear, and 
patrolled about 1,000 %-ards astern. Nisiace was the 
only one ol the group equipped *'rith radar- 

The.'e was tension in the ocean air. The escorts haa 
heard o: the inddent; ah hands were av.-are 


tlie convoy was in M’olfpack water, lUit the voyage 
during that last tveek of October was proving nn- 
eventfril. Routine steaming. Nothing to report. Noth- 
ing— until the morning of the filst. 

On that date the convoy was in the "Momp” area, 
.about 600 miles west of Ji-eland, Night was dissolving 
into a faint suggestion of day, and the convoy was 
marcliing steadily eastward in good formation, not 
zigzagging, iriule the escorts rode herd in their as- 
.signed position.s, dipping along in the .swinging .sea.s, 
The hazy dark-before-dawn revealed no hint of im- 
pending disaster. The hint came on a gust of ocean 
wind, invisible, about 0525, when a gnardsldp pieked 
up a "foreign" radio transmission close almard, 

Afterward there was a question concerning IvKimi'N 
James' exact position at this crucial moment— whether 
she was maintaining station or liad begun dayliglu 
patrol, Whatever tlie circumstance, she was about 
.2,000 yards on tlie convoy’s flank, and on the point 
of turning to investigate the direction-finder hearing 
when (time: 0589) she was struck by an unseen tor- 
pedo. 

The war head hit her on the port side near No, I 
stack. A sheet of fire flagged skyward, Blemllng wldi 
the torpedo explosion, a stnpeinloiis blast almost 
lifted the destroyer from the water, Evidently the 
torpedo-hurst exploded flic forward magazine, for tlie 
ensuing blast amputated tlie destroyer's entire for- 
ward section, whicli carried away aft of tite No, ,8 
stack. 

Crew members were Ijurled overside like strav/s in 
a gust of scraj) iron, .Seamen who had lieen asleep in 
their bunks found themselves sv/imming in a night- 
mare of flotsam and black oil, Clinging to life jackets 
and bals.! floats, llie survivors stared aghast m the 
hulk v/hidi v/as ail tijat remained of the P.rniu-H 


James. For about five minuu:s t/;e stern tif.ciion if-- 
mained afloat, a jagged segment in the debris-iitl/rjed 
sea. Then thin .section sank, rumbling and roarin'/, as 
it went dov.m. Tiie iJninder came front rr/.plo'linif 
depth charges— blasts that killed some of lit': sv/fw- 
mers v/liohad survived tJto wrpraioin'/. 

The nten dun:' to the slippery rafts, da/z/i, s/'ck 
y/itfi shock, tryitv,' to shout encomagement //> one 
anoUier. Some, like Seaman }). J, Dei G/osso, tfiought 
the oil V, 'armed the '/rater, /sctualiy they '//eie 
nurnhed by tfie icy inine, sJov/jy free-/in:p Some of 
them lent their grips on rafn am 
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"They were Dutch, all right," a Navy man de- 
scribed afterwards. "But they weren’t from Penn- 
sylvania, and they weren’t from Holland.’’ 

While the boarders were clambering up to the 
WiLLMOTo’s deck, two muffled explosions sounded in 
the vessel’s hold. Demolition chargesi Tendrils of 
smoke reeled from the hatches. Lieutenant G. K. Car- 
michael and visiting bluejackets made a dash for 
ladders going belo^v. Quick work took care of the 
damage, and instead of settling to tlie bottom, the 
motor-ship remained stolidly on the surface. Another 
surprise, and an unpleasant one for Captain Ger- 
hart Loers, the vessel’s skipper. 

It now appeared that Loers was a German. Equally 
Teutonic were the mates, and other crew members. 
The WiLLMOTO was the Odenwald sailing under false 
colors— a blockade-runner. En route to Germany from 
Japan, she was laden with general cargo, tlie bulk of 
which consisted of some 3,800 tons of rubber. 

German ship, cargo, captain, and crew ^vere es- 
corted to Port of Spain, Trinidad, by cruiser Omaha 
and destroyer Somers. Since the United States was 
not officially at war with Nazi Germany there was 
some doubt as to the legality of the prize capture. 

Ho^vever, one good euphemism deserves another. 
And the "short-of-war” teclmicality invited a very 
fine bit of counter casuistry. Harking back to the 
old days of “blackbirding,” Commander Task Group 
3.6 reported that Odenwald had been captured as a 
"suspected slaver”! 

Escorts to Asia (Convoy "William Sail") 

In November 1941 United States destroyers par- 
ticipated in a large-scale convoy operation that was 
planned with such secrecy that even the enemy failed 
to hear about it. 

That was the autumn when Britain was fighting 
back-to-the-wall. Rommel’s panzers were pounding 
on the gates of Suez. And the desperate British, called 
upon to reinforce tlieir crumbling front in the Near 
East, were denied the Mediterranean by the Italian 
Navy and the German Air Force on Crete. 

A British division, 22,000 strong, was waiting at 
home. The long way around— South Atlantic, Cape 
of Good Hope, Indian Ocean— was the only way it 
could reach the Persian Gulf. But the Admiralty 
lacked the shipping to transport these troops, and the 
Royal Navy could not muster the escortage. Could 
Uncle Sam furnish transports and escorts? 

The answer was affirmative, and the result was 
Convoy WS-124— the Allies’ first America-to-Orient 
troop convoy under escort of the U.S. Navy. 

For the Americans involved, the convoy-duty began 
at "Momp.” There the British transports were taken 


from their Royal Navy escorts by Rear Admiral H. 
K. Hewitt’s task force. The destroyers in the force 
which escorted this big convoy on the "Morap’’-to- 
Canada run were: Morris (flying the broad com- 
mand pennant of Captain W. L. Ainsworth), Sims, 
Hughes, Mustin, Hammann, Russell, Walke, 
O’Brien, and Anderson. 

At Halifax the Tommies were unloaded for trans- 
shipment; the British transports retired; destroyers 
Hammann and Anderson returned to Iceland; Ains- 
worth led the rest of DesRon 2 to Casco Bay for a 
breather. And fresh troopships and escort force 
stepped in. Convoy WS-124 was readied for the long 
voyage via the South Atlantic and Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Dubbed "William Sail” (from tlie code letters 
"WS”), tlie convoy steamed from Halifax on Novem- 
ber 10. In command was Rear Admiral A. B. Cook, 
Commander Air Force Atlantic Fleet, in the United 
States aircraft carrier Ranger. Convoy Commodore 
was Captain D. B. Beary in U.S.S, Mount Vernon. 

American transports were provided. The biggest of 
these ships were the U.S.S. Mount Vernon (ex-liner 
Washington), U.S.S. Wakefield (ex-MANHATTAN), 
and U.S.S. West Point (dx-America). Also in 
the ship-train were the transports Leonard Wood, 
Joseph T. Dickman, and Orizaba. 

For escort duty tlie Navy provided a powerful war- 
ship force. The armada was designated Task Group 
14.4. The "big guns" were carried by the aircraft 
carrier Ranger and the heavy cruisers Quincy and 
Vincennes. Eight destroyers composed the convoy’s 
screen, as follows: 

Wainwright Lt. Comdr. T. L. Lewis 

Flying pennant of 

Screen Commander, Capt. T. C, Kinkaid, 

COMDESRON 8 

Moffett Comdr. P. R. Heineman 

McDougal Comdr. D. L. Madeira 

Flying pennant of 
Comdr. L. K. Swenson, comdesdiv 17 
Winslow Comdr. H. R. Holcomb 

Mayrant Lt. Comdr. E. A. Taylor 

Flying pennant of 

Comdr. T. V. Cooper, comdesdiv 16 
Rhind Comdr. H. T. Read 

Rowan Lt. Comdr. B. R. Harrison 

Trippe Lt. Comdr. R. L, Campbell, Jr. 

The task group steamed for Trinidad. There the 
Navy tanker Cimarron was attached to the convoy. 

At Trinidad Captain Kinkaid was detached for 
transfer to the Pacific as Rear Admiral in charge of 
a cruiser division. He was replaced as Screen Com- 
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Help comes slowly in the hour of disaster— yet the 
rescuers were on the way at top speed. Destroyers 
Niblack and Hilary P. Jones were dispatched to 
the scene to search for survivors. Blazing oil and piti- 
less sea almost frustrated the rescue ships. Only 45 
Reuben James men, including one chief petty officer, 
were recovered. About 115 of the destroyer's comple- 
ment had perished in the torpedoing or drowned in 
the icy water. Lieutenant Commander Edwards went 
down with his ship. So did every other officer of the 
ship's company. 

The killer submarine tvas neither sighted nor de- 
tected by any of the escorts or ships in the convoy 
before the strike. But as the convoy drew away from 
the scene of the torpedoing, Benson made three pos- 
sible sonar contacts, and launched urgent attacks on 
the target. Tarbell also delivered several attacks. 
However, one murderous shot had been enough, and 
after that one shot, tlic submarine bent its efforts on 
a getaway. Its hit-and-run tactics were only too suc- 
cessful. 

The following day a British escort group, nearing 
the “Momp” junction where the American escorts 
were to be relieved, sighted a pair of stalking U-boats. 
These wolves tvere chased off \vith hot gunnery. 
Whether the sub responsible for the destruction of 
Reuben James was one of tliis pair or not remained 
an unanswered question. 

One question, however, was definitely answered. 
The attacks on Greer and Kearny might conceivably 
have been tlie work of hotheaded submarine com- 
manders. But the attack on Reuben James was ob- 
viously deliberate. Manifestly the Nazis were dedi- 
cated to an all-out war with the United States; the 
U-boats had been passed the word. 

On November 1, 1941— within 3G hours of the 
Reuben James sinking— President Roosevelt, as au- 
thorized by act of Congress, transferred the Coast 
Guard to the Navy. Thereafter the U.S.C.G. was to 
operate as part of the U.S.N. until returned to the 
Treasury Department by Executive Order. 

Aroused by die diunder of torpedo-fire. Congress 
voted the following week to amend the Neutrality 
Act. Two amendments were passed. The first per- 
mitted the arming of American merchantmen so that 
they might defend themselves against attack. The 
second abolished the restriction which denied Euro- 
pean waters to American shipping. The Navy could 
now convoy Lend-Lease goods to ports in the United 
Kingdom; the unrealistic postures of “isolationism” 
and "belligerent neutrality” were virtually ended. 

Many Americans continued to believe that the na- 
tion was at peace. Neither wishing nor words made 
it so. In the autumn of 1941, weeks before Pearl Har- 


bor, American Navy men were fighting the Battle of 
the Atlantic. 

The destroyer Reuben James was the first United 
States warship lost in World War II. 

What Ship Is That? (Destroyermen Aid Capture of 
Suspected “Slavef) 

Early in 1820 the United States sloop-of-tvar Cyane, 
under a Captain Trenchard, arrived in the waters off 
darkest West Africa to inaugurate a new American 
naval patrol. The previous year Congress had passed 
a laiv forbidding the importation of Negro slaves. 
Whereas most American skippers were ready to 
abandon the nefarious traffic, there were criminal ele- 
ments equally ready to indulge in slave smuggling. 
It was to stop this felonious game at the outset that 
the Navy established the African Patrol. 

That a suspected slaver would turn up in the 
South Atlantic in November 1941 was a phenomenon 
expected by no modern naval authority. But "short- 
of-war” operations led to all manner of surprises. 

The surprise was in the making on November 6, 
when three ships approached a point about 657 miles 
from Recife, Brazil. Steaming in company as Task 
Group 3.6, on patrol, the United States light cruiser 
Ou.\Hx (Captain T. E. Chandler) and destroyer 
Somers (Commander J. C. Metzel) were heading in 
for Recife. Steaming independently, the third vessel, 
a motorship whose stern bore the name S.S. Will- 
MOTO of Philadelphia, was heading northward. 

Omaha and Somers were surprised to sight Will- 
MOTO— a darkened ship tvith American flags painted 
large on her sides— and they changed course to in- 
tercept and investigate. For her part Willmoto was 
apparently surprised to encounter the American 
cruiser and desu'oyer. She ran up code flags spelling 
out her name. But when hailed, she did not answer. 

Omaha and Somers closed in for a sharper sautiny. 
Stars and Stripes flew above tire freighter’s taffrail— 
why her silence? 

A destroyer lookout eyed a shipmate on Somers 
bridge. "There’s something queer about that bucket!' 

Omaha’s captain thought so too. The steamer was 
signalled to lie to and await a boarding party. Then, 
as the cruiser’s launch set out for the enigmatic vessel, 
a confetti of flags appeared on the freighter’s halyards. 
The message constituted another surprise. 

AM SINKING send BOATS 

Captain Chandler had already sent a boat. As 
Omaha’s launch drew alongside, the boarding party 
saw WiLLMOTo’s crew abandoning. The shouting mer- 
chant seamen did not sound like Philadelphians, al- 
though they might have been Pennsylvania Dutch. 
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"They were Dutch, all right,” a Navy man de- 
scribed aftenvards. "But they weren’t from Penn- 
sylvania, and they weren’t from Holland." 

While the boarders were clambering up to the 
WiLLMOTo’s deck, ttvo muffled explosions sounded in 
the vessel’s hold. Demolition chargesi Tendrils of 
smoke reeled from the hatches. Lieutenant G. K. Car- 
michael and visiting bluejackets made a dash for 
ladders going beloA\'. Quick ■work took care of the 
damage, and instead of settling to tlie bottom, the 
motor-ship remained stolidly on the surface. Another 
surprise, and an unpleasant one for Captain Ger- 
hart Loers, the vessel’s skipper. 

It now appeared that Loers was a German. Equally 
Teutonic were tlie mates, and otlier crew members. 
The WiLLMOTO was the Odenwald sailing under false 
colors— a blockade-runner. En route to Germany from 
Japan, she was laden with general cargo, die bulk of 
which consisted of some 3,800 tons of rubber. 

German ship, cargo, captain, and crew ivere es- 
corted to Port of Spain, Trinidad, by cruiser Omaha 
and destroyer Somers. Since die United States was 
not officially at war ivith Nazi Germany there was 
some doubt as to the legality of the prize capture. 

However, one good euphemism deserves another. 
And the "short-of-war" teclinicality invited a very 
fine bit of counter casuistry. Harking back to the 
old days of “blackbirding,” Commander Task Group 
3.6 reported that Odenwald had been captured as a 
"suspected slaver"! 

Escorts to Asia (Convoy "William Sail”) 

In November 1941 United States destroyers par- 
ticipated in a large-scale convoy operation that was 
planned with such secrecy that even die enemy failed 
to hear about it. 

That was the autumn when Britain was fighting 
back-to-the-wall. Rommel’s panzers were pounding 
on the gates of Suez. And the desperate British, called 
upon to reinforce their crumbling front in the Near 
East, were denied the Mediterranean by the Italian 
Navy and the German Air Force on Crete. 

A British division, 22,000 strong, was waiting at 
home. The long way around— South Atlantic, Cape 
of Good Hope, Indian Ocean— was the only way it 
could reach the Persian Gulf. But the Admiralty 
lacked the shipping to transport these troops, and the 
Royal Navy could not muster the escortage. Could 
Uncle Sam furnish transports and escorts? 

The answer was affirmative, and the result was 
Convoy WS-124-the Allies’ first America-to-Orient 
troop convoy under escort of the U.S. Navy. 

For the Americans involved, the convoy-duty began 
at "Momp.” There the British transports were taken 


from their Royal Navy escorts by Rear Admiral H. 
K. Hewitt’s task force. The destroyers in the force 
which escorted this big convoy on the ‘‘Momp’’-to- 
Canada run were: Morris (flying the broad com- 
mand pennant of Captain W. L. Ainsworth), Sims, 
Hughes, Mustin, Hammann, Russell, Walke, 
O’Brien, and Anderson. 

At Halifax the Tommies were unloaded for trans- 
shipment; the British transports retired; destroyers 
Hammann and Anderson returned to Iceland; Ains- 
worth led the rest of DesRon 2 to Casco Bay for a 
breather. And fresh troopships and escort force 
stepped in. Convoy WS-124 was readied for the long 
voyage via the South Atlantic and Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Dubbed “William Sail" (from tlie code letters 
*’WS"), the convoy steamed from Halifax on Novem- 
ber 10. In command was Rear Admiral A. B. Cook, 
Commander Air Force Atlantic Fleet, in the United 
States aircraft carrier Ranger. Convoy Commodore 
was Captain D. B. Beary in U.S.S. Mount Vernon. 

American transports were provided. The biggest of 
these ships were the U.S.S. Mount Vernon (ex-liner 
Washington), U.S.S. Wakefield (ex-MANHATTAN), 
and U.S.S. West Point (gx-America). Also in 
the ship-train were the transports Leonard Wood, 
Joseph T. Dickman, and Orizaba. 

For escort duty tlie Navy provided a powerful ivar- 
ship force. The armada was designated Task Group 
14.4. The "big guns” were carried by tlie aircraft 
carrier Ranger and the heavy cruisers Quincy and 
Vincennes. Eight destroyers composed the convoy’s 
screen, as follows: 


Wainwthght Lt. Comdr. T. L. Lewis 

Flying pennant of 

Screen Commander, Capt. T. C. Kinkaid, 

COMDESRON 8 

Moffett Comdr. P, R, Heineman 

McDougal Comdr. D. L. Madeira 

Flying pennant of 
Comdr. L. K. Swenson, comdesdiv 17 


Winslow Comdr. H. R. Holcomb 

Mayrant Lt. Comdr. E. A. Taylor 

Flying pennant of 

Comdr. T. V. Cooper, comdesdiv 16 

Comdr. H. T. Read 
Ft. Comdr. B. R. Harrison 
Trippe Lt. Comdr. R. L. Campbell, Jr. 


The task group steamed for Trinidad. There the 
Navy tanker Cimarron was attached to tlie convoy. 

At Trinidad Captain Kinkaid was detached for 
transfer to the Pacific as Rear Admiral in charge of 
a cruiser division. He was replaced as Screen Com- 
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lie Ranger left the formation. With her 
ers Trippe and Rhino. Captain C. E. 
iNCY assumed command of the convoy. 

6 found the convoy bucking its way for 
ri the teetli of a caterwauling gale, 
roughly by the tempest, the convoy 
:lianged course. And then came word of 
m— a Pacific storm. Word that stunned 
nd jack in the convoy and changed the 
Jestinations from Basra to India and 
Japanese have attached Pearl Harbor, 
s Pacific Fleet immobilized!” 


ment declared war on Japan. On December 11, Ger- 
many and Italy declared war on the United States, 
and Congress promptly returned the compliment. 
This was it! 

But to the forces of DesLant, "it” was only so much 
anti-climax. The official declaration of war found the 
U.S. Navy’s destroyermen already fighting the Atlan- 
tic Battle witli their gloves off. In the war from that 
hour when a Nazi U-boat took a shot at Greer, they 
had long since dispensed with formalities. And after 
the Kearny and Reuben James torpedoings, the only 
gloves in evidence in the DesLant Force had been 
those on the hands of tlie “hot shell” men. 


DESTROYERS OF THE UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET 


(December 1, 1941 ) 


Jacob Jones 

Mustin 

Meredith 

Ellis 

Walke 

Buck 

Dupont 

Stark 

Edison 

Upshur 

Mayrant 

Nicholson 

Bainbridce . 

Rowan 

Morris 

McCormick 

Babbitt 

Hughes 

Tru.xtun 

Roper 

Russell 

Niblack 

Herbert 

W^AINIVRIGHT 

Mayo 

Bernadou 

Sterett 

Hilary P. Jones 

Greer 

Trifpe 

Winslow 

Lea 

Decatur 

Davis 

Overton 

Leary 

Warrington 

Broome 

Dickerson 

Eberle 

Benson 

Dallas 

Gwin 

Charles F. Hughes 

Cole 

Monssen 

Madison 

Tarbell 

Ludlow 

Moffett 

MacLeish 

Wilkes 

Jouett 

Sturtevant 

Ingraham 

Roe 

Simpson 

Hammann Krarny 

Schenck 

★ 

destroyer tenders 

' 

Altair 

Melville 

Prairie 

Barney 

DesDiv 66 

Biddle 

Blakeley 


Assigned temporarily to the Atlantic Fleet from 15th Naval District (Canal Zone) 
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CHAPTER 4 


PACIFIC EXPLOSION 



DcsPac, December 7 

The Samauri s^wrd of Damocles that fell on December 7, 1941, 
plunging the United States into a ttvo-ocean war, was aimed at de- 
capitating die U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor and leaving the 
United States Navy impotent, if not dead, in the Pacific. It would be 
an exaggeration to say that the destroyers of the Destroyer Pacific 
(DesPac) Force based at Pearl served as a shield which fended off the 
blow on that fatal Sunday, or even nicked die edge of that swinging 
Japanese blade. Pearl Harbor ivas caught with its neck bared, and 
the Pacific Fleet lay prostrate after the slashing onslaught. 

But destroyers fought die enemy from the first alarm. In fact, a 


' DesPac destroyer transmitted the first alarm a few 
- minutes after the approacliing Executioner was de- 
^ tected-almost four hours before die deadly blou’ w.is 
delivered. 

P Throughout the autumn of 1911 the DesPac Force 
had been holding realistic exercises and battle drills, 
and had been patrolling various areas of the Pacific 
[(A on the alert. On several occasions, during October 
( ' and November, they had reported enemy submarines 

f.c'; off Hawaii and Wake, The DD's at Pearl were not 

asleep when tlic vanguard of Admiral C, Nagumo s 
Striking Force arrived, 

vr'' On December 7, 1941, there were 54 destroyers on 
% with die Pacific Fleet, Tlie roster is listed on 
P2ge 44. About half of these destroyers were at sea 
''^hen the Japanese raiders struck at Oahu. A con- 
^‘4erable number were in Pearl Harbor. And the 
'«>nder is diat nearly all of the DD’s at Pearl escaped 
hlinard of bombs which fell on the shipping off 
j./ , Cit)-, Ford Island, Kuahua, and the Navy Yard 
^‘weanapuaa. Only three of the destroyers in die 
«aiborvvere blasted out of action; one of these, badly 
pP ^®aged, returned to action after overhaul; the two 
hit were eventually rebuilt, and their names 
Clever stricken from the Navy’s active list, 
anchor or docked in Pearl Harbor on December 


7 were eight battleships, nine cruisers, some twenty- 
nine destroyers, five submarines, a hospital ship, and 
die usual complement of tenders, tugs, fleet oilers, re- 
pair ships, and auxiliaries. 

Many sailors were ashore on week-end liberty and 
leave, and most of the ships were manned by skeleton 
forces. The usual routine. Honolulu drifted off to 
sleep Saturday night with no thought of the night- 
mare to come. The clock ticked somnolently into 
Sunday— a day diat began as any other day. That is 
to say, it began peacefully, for the Americans. Japan 
had already gone to war. 

Closing in on Hawaii like an assassin in the night 
was a Japanese Carrier Force. The ships were fully 
armed and manned; the aircraft were ready to go. 
For weeks the pilots had trained for this strike. They 
had studied charts of Oahu and worked with exact- 
replica models of Pearl Harbor. At a top-secret Japa- 
nese island they had rehearsed every move of the 
assassination. Fighters, bombers, and torpedo-planes 
had drilled as teams for the onslaught. Every bomb 
and torpedo was counted, timed, and ticketed for a 
marked target. The Japanese did not know the exact 
location of die ships in the harbor, but cunning In- 
telligence work had provided them with a fair idea 
of what they would find in East Locli.and anchored 
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oir Ford Island. Marked for special attention was 
“Battleship Row.’’ Also marked for attention were 
the Oahu airfields. 

Ahead of Admiral Nagumo’s carriers protvied an 
Advance Kxpcditionaiy Force of I-boats, to lie off the 
harbor entrance and ambush any warships which al- 
tcmj)tcd to escajjc the Dcccmircr 7 slaughter. For a 
minor mission, several of these large subs were to re- 
lease midget subniaritics which had been trained for 


sjjccial work in die target area. The midgets svere to 
rcconnoiter the entrance channel, and if possible 
enter the harbor. In one of the more amazing feats of 
modern submarining, a Jap midget did succeed in 
entering the harbor and circuiting Ford Island in the 
very heart of the great naval base— a daredevil exploit 
comparable to the undetected prowl of a Bengal 
tiger around Times Square. The "baby sub" appar- 
ctitly got in at 0130, circled the island countcr-clock- 
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DJiSr ROYERS IN THE U.S. PACIFIC FLEET 


(December 7, 10! I) 


Br.NItAM 

Baci,ev 

Tucker 

RATiinuRNf; 

Jarvis 

Flusser 

W’aTI JLS 

Gridley 

Cushing 

Chew* 

McCall 

Smith 

Di.wi.y 

Fa.S’NING 

Helm 

\VonDr..N 

Dent 

Mugford 

Farr AG LT 

iJTCmTKU) 

Patterson 

Cassin 

AtJ-EN* 

Craven 

Rriti 

Hull 

DUNI.AP 

Cummings 

Aylwin 

Ellet 

Drayion 

Monaghan 

Talbot 

Mahan 

CoNYNCHAM 

•Schley 

PRI-STON 

Case 

•IVard 

Maury 

Hlnlf.y 



• Attached to J-fth Naval District (Pearl Harbor) 

DESTROYER TENDERS 

DolUUN WhilTNEV 


Crane 

Lass'renci; 

Gilmer 

Borie 

Biddle* 


DESTROYERS ASSIGNED TO NAVAL DISTRICTS 

(December 7 , 19-11) 

llTll NAVAL DISTRICT (SAN DIEGO) 

Crosry Kennison 

I2TH NAVAL DISTRICT (SAN FRANCISCO) 

HUMI’ilUEVS 

13TII NAVAL DISTRICT (SEATTLE) 

Hatfield Brooks 

15TH NAVAL DISTRICT (CANAL ZONE) 

Breckinridge* Barney* 

Barry Goff 

J. Fred Talbott 

• Temborarilt assisted to Atlantic Fleet; also listed under Atlantic Fleet, 
rot included in thl above table are certain destroyers converted into mmecraft;suc , as 
Tracy, Predle, Trever, and Reese.) 


Fox 


Kilts’ 


Sands 

Kane 


•Blakeley 

Tattnall 
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wise, and got out an hour later. It was eventually cap- 
tured, complete with chart showing the route of its 
incredible junket. Not the least incredible feature of 
this nocturnal invasion was the fact that it occurred 
after another midget had been spotted and sunk off 
the harbor entrance. 

The opening shot at Pearl Harbor tvas fired by tlie 
destroyer Ward. Here is the story— 

Ward and Condor Kill Midget 

On December 5, 1941, destroyer Ward steamed out 
of Pearl Harbor to patrol the waters outside the 
harbor entrance. 

Ward ■jvas an old “four-piper” of World War I vin- 
tage. Her guns were old-fashioned 4-inch 50’s; she had 
to strain to make 30 knots. But she could still roll 
"ashcans” and get out the shells. 

At 0300 in the morning of December 7, Ward was 
heading into Pearl Harbor on the homestretch of 
her patrol. The patrol had been singularly unevent- 
ful— a fact which pleased Lieutenant W. W. Outer- 
bridge, her skipper, as this tvas his first command. It 
also pleased tlie officers of Ward’s crew, who were 
Naval Reservists and eager to show their skills. 
As for the men in Ward, the ship’s company was typi- 
cal of that blend of professional Na \7 man and 
civilian-in-uniform which was to man the United 
States Fleet’s destroyers and destroyer-escorts during 
World War II. 

About 0357 Ensign L. F. Platt, U.S.N.R., reported 
to Lieutenant Outerbridge that Ward had just re- 
ceived a blinker message from the minesweeper Con- 
dor. Condor had sighted sometliing which resembled 
the periscope of a submarine. 

The minesweeper had spotted this suspicious 
“stick” skulking tlirough the dark water at 0350. At 
that time the Condor was conducting sweeping oper- 
ations approximately one and three-quarter miles 
southwest of the Pearl Harbor entrance buoys. 

Outerbridge sent the Ward to General Quarters. 
For about an hour Ward searched the area. Her look- 
outs saw nothing; her sonar detected nothing. Cir- 
cling across the seascape, she approached Condor and 
Outerbridge spoke the minesweeper over TBS (radio- 
telephone). 

The talk between the two ships was intercepted by 
a naval radio station on Oahu. The radio mentor 
copied the dialogue, which went somewhat as follows: 

WHAT WAS THE APPROXIMATE DISTANCE AND COURSE OF 
The SUBMARINE SIGHTED.? Answer: the course was 
ABOUT 020 magnetic AND SOME 1,000 YARDS FROM THE 
harbor entrance. Question: do you have any addi- 


tional INFORMATION? Answer: no additional infor- 
mation. Question: when was the last time you saw 
THE SUBMARINE? Answer: approximately 0350, and it 
WAS apparently HEADING FOR THE ENTRANCE. 

Ward’s skipper was about convinced that the little 
minesweeper had sighted a “phantom.” He gave the 
word to secure, and returned to his bunk. At 0637 he 
was awakened by Lieutenant (jg) O. W. Goepner, 
U.S.N.R., Officer of the Deck. “Captain! Quick! Come 
out on the bridge!" 

Outerbridge hit the deck with both feet. On the 
bridge he found excited men pointing at a vessel 
which Avas toiving a lighter into the entrance chan- 
nel. The vessel ivas the target ship Antares. Not an 
unusual sight. But the spectacle of a small submarine 
trailing the Antares ivas most unusual. 

Outerbridge immediately sent Ward steaming 
toAvard the queer little sub. In the dim morning light 
the submarine’s silhouette Avas positively identified 
as “stranger.” These Avere restricted Avaters for foreign 
submarining, and as soon as the destroyer’s guns 
could be brought to bear, Outerbridge ordered the 
creAvs to open fire. The range Avas about 100 yards 
Avhen tlie boAV gun flashed and roared. The first 
United States shot in the Pacific War Avas fired at 
0645. 

That No. 1 shot from Ward’s No. 1 gun missed the 
undersized conning toAver. But her second shot, fired 
from her No. 3 gun at a range of 75 yards, slammed 
into the base of the conning toAver Avith a dazzling 
flash. The little sub heeled over, sloAved, and began 
to sink. The destroyer passed ahead, and Outerbridge 
shouted an order Avhich started the “ashcans” rolling. 
Chief Torpedoman W. C. MaskzaAvitz adjusted the 
depth settings Avith deft precision and released the 
first charge directly under the midget’s nose. In all, 
four charges Avere dropped. The sub sAvam squarely 
into the explosions, and went doAvn in 1,200 feet of 
Avater. American destroyermen had killed their first 
Jap submersible. 

The kill Avas timed at 0645. Outerbridge immedi- 
ately notified “Coml4” at Pearl Harbor. 

WE HAVE attacked, FIRED UPON, AND DROPPED DEPTH 
CHARGES UPON SUBMARINE OPERATING IN DEFENSIVE SEA 

areaI 

After waiting several minutes, he spoke the Naval 
Radio Station at Bishop’s Point to check the com- 
munication. About 0712 the Bishop’s Point operator 
acknowledged the dispatch. 

But somehow the message evaporated in the 
misty dawnlight over Pearl. As old Navy men phrase 
it, “Someone always fails to get the word.” This time 
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the commanders at Pearl Harbor failed to get it. 
Neitlier Com 14 nor Commander-in-Chief Pacific re- 
ceived the word in time. Apparently no one took it 
seriously. As CinCPac later stated, 

During the previous year there had been several reports of 
submarine contacts, all of which turned out to be false. 

It was the old story of "WolfI WolfI" A scries of 
false alarms had dulled tlie guard at Pearl Harbor, 
and the impact of Ward’s communique hardly dented 
tlie local intelligence. 

Back on board tlie Ward the lookouts saw oil 
swilling to tlie surface where the invader sub had 
gone down. The destroyermen scarclicd the area. 
Someone spotted a fishing craft sailing out in the sun- 
rise across restricted water. Ward steamed over to 
investigate this trespasser. The craft proved to be a 
motor-driven samj)an from Honolulu, with a Jap 
crew. The vessel hove to as Ward came up, and the 
destroyermen turned her over to a Coast Guard cut- 
ter which took the suspicious sampan into custody. 
Witli ever)' nerve quivering, the "Ward continued to 
search the harbor entrance, and tvhile she was so 
doing her lookouts sighted a large number of air- 
craft over Pearl. Some columns of black smoke 
climbed into the morning sky over tlie Harbor. 
Hea\ 7 -fooicd explosions echoed across the water. If 
these were war games, they were unusually realistic. 
Suddenly a plane raced across the seascape and 
dropped a bomb near the Coast Guardsman towing 
the sampan. IVard's sailors stared in astonishment 
at the plane. Its wings were marked with a red fire- 
ball. Someone shouted, "Thai’s Japanese!” 

The United States was in the throes of World 
War II. 

The Onslaught 

The morning was fair; visibility good. In Honolulu 
cliurcli bells were clanging. On board the ships in 
Pearl Harbor sailors tverc shining their shoes and 
sprucing up for morning service. At 0755 all thought 
of Sabbath observances came to a rude end. Over 
Hickam Field roared a squadron of some 18 Japanese 
dive-bombers. In a moment the Army aircraft parked 
in neat rows on the field went skyhigh in bursts of 
debris. About half of tlie Japanese bombers roared 
on past to blast the American battlewagons con- 
veniently tied up two by two at Ford Island. Tor- 
pedo-planes followed the bombers. What happened 
to the tethered battleships is a story too well-known 
for recapitulation in this text on destroyer warfare. 

At 0825 the first wave receded. 

At 0840 the enemy came over in a high-level bomb- 
ing attack that lasted until 0915. 


At 0915 Jap dive-bombers plummeted on the Har- 
bor. 

At 0945 the dive-bombing wave receded, and the 
roar of battle gradually ebbed away. A few Jap planes 
reappeared. But the raid was concluded by 1000. By 
that time the Pacific Fleet was "immobilized.” 

And Pearl Harbor was a charnel of wreckage, 
J’gony, and deatli. Out of this tvreckage some 17 
American destroyers emerged with heads bloody but 
unbowed. In the midst of unparalleled carnage they 
had acquitted themselves well. Only three of the 
DD's in tlie Harbor had been battered out of action. 
And these three victims of Japan’s surprise onslaught 
had been trapped in drjdock. 

Damaging of Shaw 

On that morning of December 7, destroyer Shaw 
(Lieutenant Commander W. Glenn Jones) was in the 
old Nkw Orleans floating drydock at the Navy Yard. 
Witli her in the dock was the tug Sotoyomo. The 
creu's of both DD and tug tvere ashore, as was cus- 
tomary for vessels undergoing overhaul in drj'dock, 
and only a fetv men tvere on hand when the bombs 
started to fall. 

Between 0755 and 0915 Shasv was hit by three 
bombs which were released by steep-diving planes at 
about 1,000-foot altitude. Apparently all three hits 
were made simultaneously. The ship may have been 
struck by two 250-kilo general purpose bombs and a 
IG-inch armor-piercing specimen. The first two bombs 
e.vploded in the crew’s mess. The third smashed 
tlirough tlie bridge. Fire spurted from ruptured oil 
tanks. About 20 minutes later the forward magazines 
blew up, evidently exploded by the heat of burning 
oil and tvooden blocking in the dock. The drydock 
was purposely flooded to extinguish the conflagration, 
and as it sank Shaw’s bow toppled to starboard and 
went under witli tlie dock. The yard tug also sank. 
As the dock submerged, flaming oil swirled around 
SlIAlV. 

Eventually Shaiv's stern section was docked on 
tlie marine railway. A temporary bow was built on 
tlie ship, and under her own power she voyaged to the 
West Coast for permanent repairs. She ivas a tough 
little destroyer to thus survive an assassination carni- 
v'al which sent a number of battleships to the bottom. 

Damaging of Cassin and Downes 

When the Japs came over, the destroyers Cassin 
(Lieutenant Commander D. F. J. Shea), flagship of 
Commander L, P. Lovette, Commander Destroyer 
Division 5 (ComDesDiv 5), and Doivnes (Lieutenant 
Commander W. R. Thayer), were in Drydock No.l. 
With them in the dock was battleship Pennsylvania- 
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^Var without warning. Out of the peaceful skies bombs suddenly the destroyer erupted in flames and explosions. The Share’s stern 

dropped on the U.S.S. Shaw in floating drydock at Pearl Harbor, section was eventually salvaged, a temporary bore patched on, 

December 7, 1941. Hit almost simultaneously by three bombs, and she steamed to the West Coast to obtain complete repairs. 





IVrccluigc of the Cnssiii and Downes, llolli these destroyers were nition and blazing oil set the Cassin ablaze too. Flooding the 
in drydoch when the jajmnese struck Peart Harbor. Fighting dock e.\tinguished the fires, and much of the machinery and 

bach, Downes was bombed into a wreck whose exjdoding animu- jdates of both desiroycis was salvaged for repairing other ships. 




The two destroyers occupied the soutliern end of the 
dock. Both ships were undergoing overhaul. Their 
5-inch guns were inoperative, with parts missing, and 
Downes' .50-caIiber machine-guns v'ere dismantled. 

For about an hour the ships were protected by a 
huge curtain of AA fire tvhich tvas raised by battle- 
ship Pennsylvania, flagship of the Pacific Fleet. 
Cassin’s .50 calibers were furiously chattering in 
cliorus with Pennsylvania's. But Doivnes' machine- 
gunners had to break out ammunition and assemble 
the guns before they could shoot. About 15 minutes 
after the start of the attack, they too opened fire. But 
the destroyermen ivere hampered by gear on deck, 
and by the fact that key men ivere ashore. Cassin’s 
skipper was on board, but Lieutenant Commander 
Thayer of Downes ivas ashore, and -when the holo- 
caust exploded in the Harbor, Lieutenant (jg) J. D. 
Parker assumed command of tlie ship. 

Doivnes -was the first destroyer in Drydock No. 1 
to be struck. Her gunners -were firing at three dive- 
bombers when a bomb struck in the dock between the 
two DD’s and hurled a sheet of fire over Downes’ 
stern. The ship’s side iras riddled; a fuel oil tank was 
ruptured and set aflame; and tlie incendiary bomb 
drenclied the vessel’s fantail with a yellow-green 
liquid tliat burned like gasoline jelly. By 0920 the 
flames were out of control, and Lieutenant Parker 
ordered the sun'ivors (some five officers and 140 men) 
to leave the ship. After all hands ivent overside tlie 
destroyer became molten. The oil in her bunkers 
exploded. Some of the torpedoes on her deck blasted 
off. In a short time the vessel was a mass of twisted 
steel and scrap. But her men stubbornly remained at 
dockside, fighting the fire with feeble hoses and dodg- 
ing shoivers of debris hurled skyivard by explosions. 
Lieutenant Parker’s neck was gashed by a flying jag 
of metal, but he directed the fire-fighting to the last 
ditch. The drydock was flooded, and the Downes was 
deliberately swamped. No one ivould have believed 
that any part of the vessel was salvageable. But so 
much of her was salvaged by expert Navy technicians 
that the ship was never considered lost. 

Destroyer Cassin was similarly incinerated. Senior 
destroyer officer present in the drydock, her skipper. 
Lieutenant Commander Shea, ordered both DD’s 
“closed up’’ as soon as the fireball planes struck the 
Harbor. When Downes was hit, Cassin was showered 
with liquid fire. In a few minutes she was blazing 
from stern to stem, and Shea ordered all hands to 
quit tlie vessel. 

Hose lines were rushed from the Yard, and Cassin’s 
crew valiantly fought tlie conflagration, playing water 
on depth charges and torpedoes to prevent explosions. 
So intense was the heat that war heads melted, and 


the fire-fighters were forced back from the dock. 
Cassin slipped her blocks and rolled over on the 
burning Downes. Then explosion followed explosion, 
hurling debris at tlie destroyermen. As desa-ibed in 
Cassin's Action Report: 

"About 0915 there was a terrific explosion on the 
Downes, and flames shot about 60 feet in the air, 
which was filled with (flying) fragments. Hoses were 
practically torn away from fire-fighting parties con- 
sisting of men from Cassin, Downes, and yard employ- 
ees. All hands retreated from the dock and sprawled 
on the road." 

The flames whicli ravaged Cassin were eventually 
subdued at 1045. Like Downes, the ship was a crushed, 
ruptured, tangled mass of calcined metal, her hull 
wrinkled by crucible heat and ripped by internal 
and external blasting. Yet this destroyer, too, was not 
entirely destroyed; much of her machinery, deck gear, 
and hull were ultimately salvaged. Like Downes, she 
would compose another fighting ship. And her crew 
steamed out of Pearl Harbor to fight the Pacific war. 

Destroyers Versus Pearl Raiders 

One of tlie first destroyers to open fire on the Japs 
at Pearl Harbor was the Bagley (Lieutenant Com- 
mander G. A. Sinclair). She was moored in Berth B-22 
at the Navy Yard for repairs to her starboard bilge 
keel. Her crew raced to General Quarters at the time 
a torpedo-bomber flung a “fish” into the battleship 
Oklahoma. 

Bagley’s AA gunners broomed the sky witli flak. 
Other ships in tlie harbor were doing the same. A 
number of Jap planes stunted away trailing smoke, 
and others crashed in tlie water. 

At 0940 tlie ship got under way and stood seaward, 
pausing only to pick up the skipper of destroyer 
Patterson, who was subsequently transferred to his 
own ship at sea. She also picked up the Commanding 
Officer and "Exec” of destroyer Blue, who were sent 
to Pearl Harbor the following evening in a ship’s 
boat. Bagley was taken to sea by Lieutenant P. W. 
Cann, whose quick-tlzinking sortie doubtless saved 
the ship from severe punishment. She operated in the 
off-shore patrol area until she returned to the Harbor 
on December 9. 

In Berth X-9, East Loch, on the morning of Decem- 
ber 7 were destroyers Selfridge, Case, Tucker, Reid, 
and Conyngham. About four minutes before morning 
colors, the Officer of the Deck on board Selfridge saw 
a Jap plane launch a torpedo at cruiser Raleigh. He 
sounded General Quarters, and at about 0758 
Selfridge’s machine-gunners opened .50 caliber fire 
on Jap planes. At 1000 she pulled out of the nest, 
and headed seaward. She was presently followed by 
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Case, Tucker, and Reid. Convngham, undergoing 
tender overhaul, did not get out of the berth until 
that evening. All four ships in Selfridge’s wake 
opened lire on the attacking aircraft. 

At Berth No. 6 destroyers Jarvis and Mugford 
were moored side by side. Mugford opened fire 
about 0804. By 0815 Jarvis was shooting at the Japs, 
Jarvis' skipper arrived on board during a lull at 
0915, and the ship cast off and stood out of the 
Harbor about an hour later. She had opened up on 
the enemy with 5-inch fire, perhaps the first destroyer 
at Pearl Harbor to shoot at the foe with her main 
batteries. Mugford had to take on fuel before she 
could move, and she did not get out of her berth 
until noon. 

Destroyers Cummings, Tracy, and Preble were 
nesting at Berth B-15. At 0S03 Cummings opened 
fire with her .50’s, shooting at Jap torpedo-planes. Her 
main batteries boomed at dive-bombers attacking 
Battleship Row at 081 1. At 1040 she moved out of the 
Harbor and joined the A/S patrol off the entrance. 
She made several depth-charge attacks on what may 
have been a submarine, but results were inconclusive. 
Tracy, Preble, and destroyer Schley (at Berth No. 
20) also shot at the Jap raiders, and escaped death in 
the Harbor frying pan. 

When the storm broke over Pearl, the destroyers 
of DesDiv 1 (of Captain A. R. Early’s Squadron I) 
were nested alongside the tender Dobbin. DesDiv 1 
included Phelps, Macdonouch, Worden, Dewey, 
and Hull. 

Destroyer Phelps was standing a "cold iron’’ watch 
in the Engineering Department, as she was receiving 
steam, electricity, and fresh and flushing water from 
the tender. At 0758 the gangway watch saw the fire- 
ball planes roar in over Kuahua to dive-bomb the 
BB’s moored in Battleship Row. Phelps’ crew was 
immediately rushed to General Quarters. The elec- 
trical load was shifted from the tender to the ship’s 
emergency Diesel generators. She opened fire with 
her forward 1.1-inch gun at 0802, and with the after 
mount about 13 minutes later. By 0825 two boilers 
were lighted off, and an hour later the destroyer got 
under way and stood out to sea through North 
Channel. She cleared the entrance buoys at 0950, and 
for the next five hours she operated with cruiser 
St. Louis on anti-submarine patrol. Senior officer 
on board, the ship’s Engineer Of» cer, Lieutenant B. E. 

S. Trippensee, assumed command, took the ship 
out of the Harbor, and conned her almost continu- 
ously for some 33 hours. 

Flying his pennant in destroyer Worden was Com- 
mander Walfrid Nyquist, ComDesDiv 1. He had 
assumed command of the division only the previous 


day. The war began in earnest for -Worden when a 
Jap bomb hit the water about 50 yards astern and 
showered her fantail with a mixture of scrap iron 
and brine. Worden’s machine-gun crews whipped 
shots at the attacking planes. The destroyer slipped 
out from under tender Dobbin’s mothering wing at 
1040, and stood seaward through South Channel. 

Dewey sounded General Quarters at 0757. Five 
minutes later her machine-guns were blazing at the 
raiders. At 0810 her 5-inchers roared at the assassins. 
Excerpt from Dewey’s Action Report: 

“0900: Second wave of attack started by light bomb- 
ers which lasted ten minutes. Under fire by Dewey 
throughout attack. 0945: Third wave of attack started 
by dive-bombers. In this attack the Dobbin and De- 
stroyer Division 1 became a target, three or four 
planes attacking the nest. One bomb hit close aboard 
starboard quarter of the Dobbin and one hit water 
between the Hull and Dewey about 75 feet astern. 
No damage sustained by these close hits. . . . All of the 
action was astern. However, Guns No. 1 and No. 2 
and forward machine-guns fired when not blanked 
off by Dobbin or upper works in the nest. The bridge 
force fired automatic-rifles and rifles.” 

Dewey got under way and stood out of the Harbor 
at 1505. She was the last unit of DesDiv 1 to escape 
the crucible. 

Macdonough’s men raced to battle stations at 0758, 
and her gunners opened fire with 5-inch batteries and 
machine-guns at 0804. For more than an hour and a 
half they banged away at Jap aircraft. At 1220 the 
ship had steam up, and she pulled out of the Harbor 
at 1235. By mid-afternoon she was busily engaged in 
screening cruiser Detroit in company with Worden 
and Phelps. 

Destroyer Hull sounded General Quarters at 0757. 
The crews were racing to battle stations when the 
gangway watch opened fire on the Japs— with a .45 
service automatic. Within a few minutes the ships 
batteries were roaring and chattering at the Jap 
planes. About 0910 three enemy aircraft with yellow 
disks on their wings attacked Dobbin and her brood. 

As the planes swooped in on the tender’s starboard 
quarter, Dobbin and the destroyers lashed the yellow 
disks with fire. If the Japs had a glimpse of the sailor 
at Hull’s gangway shooting at them with a .45 pistol 
they saw a typical American destroyerman doing his 
best with the equipment available. 

When all hell exploded in the Harbor, destroyers 
Henley, Patterson, and Ralph Talbot were 
moored to Buoy X-II in East Loch. Through a freak 
ish error Henley’s crew was at battle stations when 
the first Jap planes appeared in the sky— someone ha 
sounded General Quarters instead of Quarters for 
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Muster. The green hand who made this mistake in- 
advertently gave his ship a cliance to fire the first 
destroyer shot at the rampaging Japanese. 

At 0830 Henley shoved off from the buoy. While 
she was slipping her chain, a heavy bomb struck the 
water about 150 yards on the port bow. Just as she 
cleared the nest she received a signal, "Submarine in 
harborl” Directly ahead of her tlie Macdonough 
dropped depth charges. Swerving to side-step tliis 
action, Henley raced on out of the entrance channel, 
the tliird ship to sortie. After she rounded Hospital 
Point she -was strafed by a light bomber. Her machine- 
gunners lashed at the plane with .50 calibers. Outside 
the Harbor she made sonar contact witli what may 
have been a midget submarine. Two depth charges 
were dropped, but results could not be determined. 
During the raid and sortie the ship was under com- 
mand of Lieutenant F. E. Fleck, Jr. The ship’s cap- 
tain, Lieutenant Commander Robert Hall Smitli, 
and her Executive Officer, Lieutenant H. G. Corey, 
were ashore when tire raid began. They put to sea on 
the destroyer Trever. Because of the submarine 
alarms off the harbor entrance, the ships could not 
halt for a passenger transfer. So Henley •was jockeyed 
into position ahead of Trever; a life raft was 
streamed on a long lead of manila line from Henley’s 
fantail; the two officers sprang from Trever to the 
raft, and were tlius hauled in by Henley. 

Destroyer Patterson opened fire on die Jap planes 
shordy after Henley started the barrage. Lieutenant 
A. F. White conned die ship aivay from the nest at 
0900 to take her out of the shell-shocked harbor. 
Patterson’s regular Commanding Officer, Lieuten- 
ant Commander F. R. Walker, cliased the sortiing 
DD in a small boat, and finally boarded her about 
two miles south of the harbor entrance at 0930. 

Destroyer Ralph Talbot joined Patterson in the 
getaway. By 0934 she was out at sea, her engines 
going full speed, the smoke of battle trickling from 
her guns. She was taken out of the Harbor by her 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Ralph 
Earle, Jr. 

As exciting a sortie as any at Pearl was made by 
destroyer Blue. About 85 per cent of her regular 
crew were on board when the Jap raiders struck. 
Seated in the wardroom at that fatal hour were En- 
signs N. F. Asher, M. J. Moldafsky, U.S.N.R., J. P. 
Wolfe, U.S.N.R., and R. S. Scott, U.S.N.R. These 
four were the only officers on board. Assuming tem- 
porary command. Ensign Asher rushed the crew to 
battle stations. Blue’s gunners opened fire with main 
batteries and machine-guns as the Japs roared over. 
At 0847 she got under way. She maintained a furious 
fire while negotiating the difiBcult channel. By 0910 


the ship had passed the entrance buoys and was pro- 
ceeding to her patrol station. 

At 0950 her sonar registered a contact. Blue made 
two depth-charge attacks. On her first run she 
dropped four charges; on the second she dropped two. 
A large oil slick and a thick cluster of bubbles ap- 
peared on the surface. It seems probable that Blue 
abolished one of the five midget submarines spawned 
by tlie Jap I-boat Expeditionary Force operating off 
Pearl Harbor. 

Not long after tliis A/S action. Blue dropped two 
depth charges on anotlier detected sub. When this 
scrimmage •^vas over she screened the cruiser St. Louis. 
All of whicli constituted a busy morning for a short- 
handed destroyer officered by four Ensigns. When 
Blue returned to Pearl Harbor on the evening of the 
8th, Ensign Asher and the ship’s company ivere 
lauded for better-than-good work. 

Anotlier midget submarine was probably sunk off 
the harbor entrance by destroyer Helm (Lieutenant 
Commander C. E. Carroll). Helm was under way 
when the attack exploded the Sunday quiet. She was 
steaming in West Loch when Jap torpedo-planes 
raced in over Barber’s Point. Flying low, the planes 
skimmed over tlie Locli, and FIelm was strafed but 
not hit. She could not shoot at the enemy because 
the only guns tliat could be brought immediately to 
bear ivere coated witli preservative grease. But by 
0805 her machine-guns were cleaned and firing, and 
two minutes later her 5-incliers flamed at the raiders. 
At 0813 the ship galloped past the gate vessel and on 
out to sea. 

At 0817 Helm’s lookouts sighted the conning 
toiver of a sub not far from the No. 1 entrance 
buoy. The sub submerged before tlie destroyermen 
could shoot. At 0819 the conning tower reappeared. 
Helm fired at tlie sub at 0820. Probably damaged, the 
sub again submerged. At 0821 a torpedo passed close 
under Helm’s stern. This was probably a parting 
shot from a midget submerging for the last time. 

Helm continued a searcli for the little undersea 
boat, but the vessel had apparently gone for good. 
Jap aircraft attacked the hunting destroyer. At 0915 
she battled a Jap fighter which tried to get her with 
two bombs. One burst in the water 50 yards off the 
Helm’s port bow, and one exploded 20 yards off her 
starboard bow. The ship’s forecastle was deluged; her 
seams were sprung; she shook as though her hull were 
seized with ague. Poiver steering went out; her gyro 
was injured; her sonar, went out of commission. It was 
15 minutes before the bridge could regain steering 
control. Shaken up diough she was. Helm went on 
with her patrol until 1215, at which time she received 
orders to join cruiser Detroit. 
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sailed men-oMvar ^s’hicli \vere to %mte indelible names 
on the oceanic seascapes of the war-tossed Pacific— 
Phelps, Ralph Talbot, Bagley, Patterson, Hen- 
ley, AYL^VIN, Monaghan, Blue, Jarvis, Mugford, 
Worden, Conyngham, Macdonough, Selfridge, 
Cummings, DEtreY, Reid, and others. From Pearl 
Harbor sailed destroyer officers who were to make 
records equally indelible— Outerbridge, Early, Austin, 
Riggs, Rodgers, Nyquist, Rorschadi, 'Walker, Robert 
Hall Smith, Burford, Earle, and others. Sailing with 
tliese officers were cretvs second to none in tlie United 
States or any naval service. 

Behind them the sortiing DesPac destroyers left a 
fleet which had been blasted to ruin. Battleships 
Arizona, Oklahoma, California, and 'West ■\hR- 
GiNiA were on tlie bottom. The old Utah was sunk. 
Battleships Pennsylvania, M/\rvl,\nd, Tennessee, 
and Ne\'ada were damaged. Cruisers Helena, Hono- 
lulu, and Raleigh were badly battered. Three heavy 
cruisers and three light cruisers had gotten out; these 
and tlie destroyers which escaped tlie cauldron were 
about all Uiat was left of the surface force whicli 
had been uapped in the Plarbor. They, and the car- 
riers at sea, and the Pacific Submarine Force, would 
be compelled to hold tlie line from tlie Aleutians to 
Australia. 

Manila Strike (Destroyers Asiatic) 

Like a delayed-action bomb, tlie Japanese strike at 
Manila exploded on December 10. 

Compared with the Juggernaut forces of the Japa- 
nese Imperial Nav^ bearing down on tlie Philippines, 
the defending American Asiastic Fleet w.as little more 
than a squadron. 

As of December, 1941, the Asiatic Fleet consisted 
of the heavy' cruiser Houston (flagship of Admiral 
Thomas C. Hart, Commander in Chief), light cruisers 
Marblehead and Boise, 13 venerable destroyers of 
the 1917-18 class, and 29 submarines. There were also 
30 elderly PBY’s, six PT-boats, several aircraft tend- 
ers, three submarine tenders, a destroyer tender, a few 
small mine vessels, and a miscellany of little gunboats, 
oilers, and auxiliaries. Ordered to defend the hun- 
dreds of miles of coastline and the myriad miles of 
sea from northern Luzon to southern Mindanao, Ad- 
miral Hart’s naval forces were presented with an 
impossible mission. Then the Japanese strike at 
Manila and the blasting of the Asiatic Fleet base at 
Cavite put an end to the possibility of even a delay- 
ing-action fight for the Philippines capital. Beaten at 
the start, the Asiatic Fleet could only retreat. 
Composing DesRon 29, under leadership of Cap- 
tain H. V. Wiley, whose broad command pennant 
was in destroyer Paul Jones (Lieutenant Com- 


mander J. J. Hourihan), were DesDivs 50, 57, and 58. 
The ships and commanders are listed below. The 
destroyers tvere serviced by tlie tender Black Haivk. 


Peary 

Pope 

Ford 

PiLLSBURY 


, DESDIV SO 
Comdr, P. H. Talbot 

Comdr. H. H. Keith 
Lt. Comdr. TF, C. Blinn 
Lt. Comdr. J. E. Cooper 
Lt. Comdr. H. C. Pound 


DESDIV 57 
Comdr. E. M. Crouch 


■Whipple 

Alden 

John D. Edwards 
Edsall 


Lt. Comdr. E. S. Karpe 
Lt. Comdr. L. E. Coley 
Comdr. H. E. Eccles 
Lt. J. J. Nix 


DESDIV 58 

Comdr. T. H. Binford 

Stewart Lt. Comdr. H. P. Smith 

Parrott Lt. Comdr. E. N. Parker 

Bulmer Comdr. L. J. Manccs 

Barkfe Comdr. L. J. McGlone 

At the beginning of December Admiral Hart’s 
ships were disposed in various areas of die Philippine 
Archipelago. Flying the flag of Vice Admiral W. A. 
Glassford, cruiser Houston was at Iloilo in the cen- 
tral Philippines. Boise ivas at Cebu. Marblehead and 
destroyers Paul Jonfs, Stewart, Barker, Bulmer, 
and Parrott had been ordered to Tarakan, Borneo, 
to loiter off that possible target island. Tender Black 
Hawk and destroyers "Whippi.e, Alden, J. D. Ed- 
wards, and Edsall had steamed to Balikpapan, 
Borneo, another potential target for the Japanese. 

In dry'dock at Cavite were destroyers Peary and 
PiLLSBURY, undergoing overhaul after a collision some 
weeks before. Repairs were almost concluded by De- 
cember 10: a few more hours and the ships w'ould 
have been ready to go. The other tivo destroyers of 
DesRon 29— Pope and John D. Ford— ivere patrolling 
in die Manila area when the first air raid struck 
Manila Bay. 

The Cavite raid was not a carbon copy of the Pearl 
Harbor massacre; there were fewer ships corraled for 
the slaughter. But the Japs smashed the Cavite docks 
and Navy Yard into junk, and pulverized the junk 
into rubble. The air strikes began early in the after- 
noon, after the Army Air defenses at Clark and Iba 
fields near Manila had been taken by surprise and 
battered to rubbish— a repetition of the Hickam Field 
disaster. Cavite’s 3-inch AA batteries barked in 





frenzy, but they failed to bite the high-level bombers. 
The defenders could only sit and take it while the 
ships tried to get out. Among others, destroyer Pills- 
BURY made a fast getaway. But the submarine Sea- 
lion was sunk at her berth. And destroyer Peary, 
badly mauled, escaped only by the grace of Provi- 
dence and a brave little minesweeper named Whip- 
poorwill. The latter’s skipper, Lieutenant Com- 
mander C, A. Ferriter, subsequently told the follow- 
ing story (U, S. Naval Institute Proceedings, Novem- 
ber, 1942): 

Saving of U.S.S. Peary 

"Cavite Naxjy Yard was a mass of flame. . . . The 
Pigeon was playing her hoses on some barges that 
were burning at the end of Guadeloupe Pier. I made 
out a destroyer at the small pier between Machina 
Wharf and Guadeloupe Pier. 

"I sent the Pigeon a signal: ‘The Whip is going in 
and take out that destroyer.’ We xoent in between 
Guadeloupe Pier and Machina Wharf. It was a mess. 
It was the Peary. The ship had many little fires all 
over her. She had been strafed and had been struck 
by bomb fragments and debris. The war heads and 
torpedo air flasks in the torpedo overhaul shop on 
Machina Wharf next to her were exploding. The air 
was filled with clouds of debris. A. small motorboat 
under the command of an Ensign, a young Reserve 
officer attached to Inshore Patrol, assisted in the ef- 
forts to take out the Peary. The heat and explosions 
made ship-handling difficult. The pressure would 
be on one side and then on the other. The Ensign 
tried to take lines from the Whip to the Peary with- 
out success as we made our approach. We put our 
bow against her stern. We made fast with a 6-inch 
line. We backed and parted the line. The heat of a 
falling fragment might have caused the line to part. 
We tried it again. Again the line parted. It became 
more difficult to keep in position for backing out. 
The wind and the current kept working to put the 
Whip broadside to the end of the pier. This was bad. 
Guadeloupe Pier and Machina Wharf each extended 
a good distance beyond this little pier. We went quite 
far up on her port quarter. This was the side away 
from the pier. I sent a man over to the Peary to make 
sure that she had no mooring lines to the pier. The 
Whip’s man reported when the lines were clear. We 
backed and she came away. 

"We backed clear of the dock. There was shoal 
water not far from the piers. We went alongside the 
Peary. This was more easily done than jackknifing 
her. The Whip went between the Peary and the 
burning barges off Guadeloupe Pier. We had all of 
our hoses going all of the time. . . . 


"We put our Damage Control party aboard the 
Peary as soon as she came clear to the pier. She had 
no power and was helpless. The Damage Control 
party with the aid of the Peary's crew put out the 
fires and cleared away the wreckage. The Pharmacist’s 
Mate and a working party tended the wounded and 
removed the bodies of the casualties to the Whip: Our 
boat took the wounded to the hospital in Canacao . . . ." 

During the bombing which lacerated Peary, her 
captain. Commander Harry H. Keith, was severely 
wounded. Lieutenant Commander J. M. Bermingham 
subsequently took' over the command. 

Retreat to the Malay Barrier 

After the shattering of Cavite the naval forces in 
the Manila area had to draw what sustenance they 
could from the city’s waterfront. In an effort to save 
the defenseless capital from useless carnage. General 
MacArthur declared it an open city, and the Asiastic 
Fleet became an orphan in a storm. The uncom- 
pleted base at Mariveles Bay was useless, and Admiral 
Hart ordered a general retirement to Soerabaja, Java. 
Among the last ships to leave Manila Bay were de- 
stroyers Peary and Pillsbury, steaming down the 
Bay on the 27 th of December. 

Pillsbury made the voyage to Soerabaja without 
incident. Peary's road was thorny. The day before 
she sortied, Jap aircraft almost got her again off 
Cavite. They tagged her a second time when she ran 
into Campomanes Bay on the island of Negros. The 
next day they trailed her down into the Celebes Sea. 
As she ran on south she was harried by enemy tor- 
pedo-planes. Then, as she raced into Molucca Pas- 
sage, she was attacked through error by Lockheed 
Hudsons of the Royal Australian Air Force. On the 
last day of 1941 the destroyer staggered into Ambon, 
her decks fire-scarred, her crew exhausted. 

So the Asiatic Fleet and its destroyer complement 
pulled out of the Philippines. On January 1, 1942, 
the Japanese conquerors paraded into Manila. The 
Asiatic Fleet, retiring to the Netherlands East Indies, 
prepared to make a stand at the Malay Barrier. In 
that first month of the New Year Admiral Harts 
forces became part of the ABDA (American-British- 
Dutch-Australian) Fleet committed to the defense of 
Indonesia. Little help could be expected from the 
United States Pacific Fleet for months to come. And 
when Jap aircraft sank H.M.S. Repui.se and Prince 
OF Wales off Singapore on December 10, 194I> tlie 
Royal Navy lost its Asiatic punch. The ABDA Fleet 
was left a skeleton force. But tlie American destroyers 
in that force fought as though they were the spear 
heads of an armada. 
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CHAPTER 5 


DESTROYING THE SUBMARINE 

(DESTROYER A/S UTAPONS, AfETHODS, AND TACTICS) 



U-Boat Killer 

As stated in Chapter I, the destroyer, originally designed as a 
torpedo-boat, iras soon employed as a patrol craft, a vedette, a scout, 
a fleet “errand boy.” And it emerged in the First World War as the 
archenemy of the submarine. 

Fighting in the forefront of the World War I U-boat battle, the 
DD show'ed its mettle offensively as a sub-hunter, and defensively 
as a convoy protector. By the end of that irar its reputation as an 
A/S vessel "iras fully established. 

As is so often the case ■with generalities, the broad statement (and 
it was made) tltat the submarine had met its match in the modern 


destroyer was subject to a great deal of qualification. 
Naval engineers and designers had worked overtime 
to improve the undersea boat. For at least a decade 
the major Powers, abiding by surface-^varship build- 
ing restrictions, concentrated on the production and 
development of submcrsibics. In consequence, the U- 
boat (true also of Allied submarines) entered World 
War II as a highly modernized war vessel, a sub- 
marine as far ahead of the World War I variety as the 
modern Ford was ahead of the Model T. 

The Diesel-electric powered U-boat of 1939 was 
rugged, deepgoing, fast. It packed a stunning puncli. 
Its torpedoes were deadlier tlian the “tin fish” of 
World War I. Its cruising range was far more ex- 
tensive. And that was at the very beginning of hos- 
tilities. With the prolongation of the war, die U-boat 
became even faster, tougher, deeper-going. The typi- 
cal 1943 model was hard to hit and harder to sink. In 
the summer of that year one of these specimens was 
caught by an A/S force off Trinidad. Six U. S. Navy 
planes, a Navy blimp, and an Army bomber worked 
on the submarine for 17 hours before it was rendered 
liojv de combat. Obviously the modern U-boat was 
possessed of extraordinary stamina. 

On the other hand, the DD steamed into the Battle 
of the Atlantic equipped with marvelous new detec- 


tion devices. And it was in this field of detection that 
the destroyer acliieved an immediate superiority in 
the game of hide-and-seek witli the undersea foe. But 
it was not enough to tag tlie enemy. He then had to 
be downed. 

New A/S ammunition ivas demanded: explosives 
with sufficient destructive power to crush tlie sub- 
marine’s reinforced pressure hull; bombs and depth 
charges with accelerated sinking speeds that would 
improve their accuracy; launcliers and projectors that 
would get off fast salvos and heavier barrages. Im- 
proved fire control rs'as also a requisite. 

British destroyers entered tlie Battle of the Atlantic 
with A/S ammunition similar to the type employed 
in World War I. On neutrality patrol American DD s 
carried the same type. But the old reliable “ashcan 
did not prove reliable enough to meet the Atlantic 
Battle emergency. American science and invention 
were immediately called upon to increase the "ash- 
can’s" punch and to better its design. The U. S. Navy s 
Bureau of Ordnance was not long in developing the 
streamlined model known as the “teardrop.” 

Then in 1942 came a new A/S weapon known as 
“hedgehog.” Thrown ahead of the destroyer, hedge- 
hog ammunition had the virtue of buckshot in that 
the discharge covered a relatively large area. "Mouse- 
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Hatching of a sea dragon. Here a German U-boat begins to take mariners could fire a spread of six torpedoes at hostile man-o’- 
final form on the building xuays of the Dachsmag Submarine war or hapless merchantman. The destroyers and destroyer 

Factory at Bremen, Germany. From this ugly bow the Nazi sub- e.scorts luere the U-boat’s most deadly and xcorst feared enemies. 





!.t\lriiiuf; fin n "jiiiifi" Il'ilJt /lix siiinll lintiil irlifi-t tlir sonar oj>- 
riiitoi turns llic rrliii raitjiitij; (trar to srairli llir srii fioiii aft for- 
ifitiil at ^ ilrf’ii'r iiilfii'als. .-In rr/ioiiijt l»Tsaf:ril arlion. 









trap,” a variation of hedgehog, was subsequently de- 
veloped for use on small A/S vessels. At the close of 
the war the British produced another ahead-thrown 
weapon known as the “squid.” These Necessity- 
mothered inventions (presently to be discussed) went 
a long way toward cracking the U-boat’s steel. 

But the veteran ashcan (discussed below) was not 
discarded. 

Cumbersome though it was, this depth charge had 
desirable qualities— virtues inherent in its very bulk. 
When it connected ■with the target, its explosion was 
massive and devastating. And a barrage of ashcans 
could, and frequently did, raise the dead. 

The Depth Charge 

The depth charges commonly used by American 
destroyermen in World War II resembled 25 and 50 
gallon oil drums in size and shape and contained 
explosive charges of 300 or 600 pounds of TNT. On 
the deck of a ship these depth charges were harmless 
enough, but when the firing meclianism was activated 
by hydrostatic pressure they became deadly weapons. 
The ashcan firing mechanism was located in a cen- 
tral tube and -^vas, in essence, a bellows which was 
operated by water pressure. By the adjustment of an 
external pointer mechanism the ashcan could be set 
to fire at various depths below the surface. 

In the early part of the war it was customary for a 
ship in possible submarine waters to keep her depth 
charges set for a mean average depth in order that 
time might be saved in a sudden attack. Later this 
strike advantage was sacrificed for safety when experi- 
ence taught expensive lessons in the danger to men in 
the water from the explosions of ashcans carried down 
to their set depth by sinking ships. It, therefore, be- 
came the practice to keep all charges set on safe until 
immediately before a drop. 

It was not necessary to hit the submarine with an 
ashcan (or with a teardrop) depth charge. As liquid 
cannot be compressed, a large pressure may be de- 
veloped by a relatively small force applied to a small 
area of confined water. 

The ocean, of course, is not "confined water.” But 
the force of an undersea explosion is readily trans- 
mitted, and develops tremendous pressure in the im- 
mediate area. If a submarine is in the immediate 
area, this pressure puts a "squeeze” on the hull— a 
squeeze which is almost equally powerful on all areas 
of that hull. A direct hit, then, is desirable enough, 
but unnecessary. The blast of an ashcan close aboard 
tiiay crush the submarine’s hull or deal the submers- 
ible a jolt that starts fatal leakage or wrecks the in- 
terior machinery. 

Of course, the submarine does not play willing 
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TYPICAL DEPTH-CHARGE PATTERN 


target for a barrage of depth charges. It hears the 
hunter overhead, and before the TNT starts coming 
down, it does its best (in submarine vernacular) to 
"get the hell out of there.” 

The technical term for these escape maneuvers is 
“evasion tactics.” The submarine may begin these 
maneuvers as soon as it suspects it has been detected 
by the enemy. Or it may employ them as a last-minute 
dodge to side-step an attack. To elude a depth charg- 
ing, the sub changes course, goes deep and levels off, 
lies low, idles and coasts and drifts. It may find a 



sea-bottom foxhole and lie motionless, with ma- 
chinery shut off, playing 'possum. It may go “fishtail- 
ing” ahead of the hunters, weaving this way and that. 
Operating in a tlircc-dimcnsional sphere, the sub- 
merged submarine has as many choices of direction as 
an aircraft. 

The sub-hunter, then, was usually shooting blindly 
at a moving target— a target he tracked by sound. But 
sound contact was sporadic, and at close range it was 
lost. Moreover, the evading submarine could escape 
in "depth” as well as "plane.” Sonar contact could not 
give the hunter a submersible’s exact depth. During 
World War I, no instrument \\’as devised for ac- 
curately determining a submarine's depth, and many 
an attack failed because the depth charges were set 
too shallow or too deep. In early World ^Var II sub- 
hunters were similarly frustrated. 

Of course, the speed at wliich the attack could be 
delivered, once the target was within range, was a 
most important factor. Primarily this depended on 
the launching or projecting gear. But much depended 
on the sinking speed of the depth charge. 

Obviously, too, the directional accuracy of the 
sinking depth charge was important. The old-type 
ashcan was not a high-speed weapon. Rolled off the 
destroyer’s stern, it was tumbled by the vessel’s wake. 
Sinking, it tended to wobble, or go down tail-ovcr- 
teacup. These underwater acrobatics reduced the 
sinking speed, and they might send tiie aslican off on 
a tangent. 

To correct these and other depth-charge shortcom- 
ings, Ordance men produced the depth charge known 
as the “teardrop.” 


This deptli charge was developed to provide an 
antisubmarine weapon that would have a higher 
sinking velocity, more stable undenvater flight, and 
hence greater accuracy than the older type ashcan. 

Drop a can of beans into a pond, and the chances 
are it will sink at an erratic tangent and hit bottom 
some distance from the point where you dropped it, 
especially if there’s any current in the pond. Now drop 
a pear-shaped sinker of the same weight, and you 
will see the sinker go down much more rapidly, 
heavy-end first, and on a fairly straight line from 
your hand. 

Obviously a streamlined depth charge shaped like 
a pear or a teardrop would have several advantages 
over one with ordinary c)'lindrical shape. 

So dcstroyermen tvere presented with the "tear- 
drop.” 

No submarine lingers long in tlie vicinity when a 
destroyer is weeping tliese teardrops. Let one of them 
explode close aboard, and tlie effect is positively 
lethal. 

Dcf)th-Cltargc Launching Gear 

Three types of depth-cliarge launcliing gear were 
used by destroyers during World War II. 

The old-type ashcan was originally sent on its way 
by the simple principle of “roll out the barrel.” A 
track of flanged rails was set on an incline at the 
ship’s stern. Hoist the ashcan on to the rails, and let 
'cr go. 

Improvements created the “depth-charge release 
gear” in use by 1918 and employed by United States 
destroyers in World War II. The gear consisted of a 
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track (called a "rack”) down which the depth charge 
rolled on an incline, a framework in which the ready 
ashcans were all set to roll, and a hydraulic control 
which unleashed the depth charge at a release trap, 
permitting the ashcan to drop astern. The hydraulic 
release mechanism could be operated by local control 
at the track or by remote control from the vessel’s 
bridge. The release meclianism was also arranged to 
permit manual operation of the controls, independent 
of the hydraulic system. A crew at the rack— controls 
on the bridge— the original "roll out the barrel” 
operation developed complexities by the time of 
World War II. 

Normally such ashcan racks were installed in pairs 
at the vessel’s stern. Each rack had its individual 
controls. The crew at the rack included a Gunner’s 
Mate or Chief who supervised the loading of the 
apparatus and who worked with an agile wrench to 
adjust the depth settings on the depth cliarge. 
Usually these settings were ordered by the ASW 
(Anti-Submarine Warfare) Officer who determined 
them as the ship raced in on the attack. 

The depth-charge rack was designated a "second- 
ary release station.” Ordinarily the charges were re- 
leased by remote control from the release station on 
the bridge (a station designated "depth charge”) on 
orders from "conn” (the primary ship-control sta- 
tion). The order from conn-to-depth-charge-to-rack 
might be as follows: "Fire Medium Pattern,” meaning 
“Use six charges from racks, five-second interval, set 
to 150 feet, and stand by to start pattern. . . . Markl” 
The ensuing "Fire onel Fire two—!” would be ack- 
nowledged by a terse repetition or a brisk "Aye, aye!” 
from tlie men at the controls. 

The various patterns to be employed were specified 
by the depth setting on the charges. From conn-to- 
depth-charge-to-rack might come the order, "Stand by 
for Shallow Pattern.” Later, in some ships, number 
or letter designations were used for various patterns. 

The term "thrower” was applied to the device 
which projected or lobbed a depth charge overside. 
The term was also used to indicate the station where 
the tlirowing device was loaded and fired. Such sta- 
tions were commonly designated “starboard throw- 
ers,” or “port throwers,” or, more specifically, "No. 
3 thrower,” and so on. 

Because charges which were stern-dropped could 
be spaced along only one axis of a pattern, some 
sort of projector was called for to widen the pattern’s 
area. So the “Y” gun was invented. Produced in 1918, 
this apparatus tossed or lobbed two depth charges out 
over the water. Shaped like a “Y,” it was a bulky 
affair with somewhat the appearance of a giant sling- 
shot. However, it worked as a gun, not a sling. The 


depth charge was placed in a saddle or "arbor-,” atop 
this gear, and was fired overside by an explosive 
charge. 

The Y-gun permitted an advantageous distribution 
of depth charges lobbed to port or starboard of the 
vessel’s beam, and it tossed the lethal charge a good 
distance from the ship. It was made obsolescent, how- 
ever, by the K-gun. 

Installed in most American destroyers by 1942, the 
K-gun was a much-used projector during the battle 
against Hitler’s U-boats. Weighing about one-fourth 
as much as the Y-gun, this depth-charge thrower had 
a single, stubby barrel with a fast-operating breech 
mechanism and a comparatively simple firing system. 
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The deptli diarge was placed in a tray-like arbor 
which sat in the K-gun's mortar-type barrel. When 
the gun was fired, the ashcan went flying. 

The /iring mechanism, mounted in the K-gun’s 
breed}, could fire the propelling charge either by per- 
cussion or by electricity. In percussion fire, the 
mechanism was worked by a lanyard. \Vhcrc operated 
by electricity the gun was fired by means of a firing 
key on the bridge, 

K-guns ^\•cre mounted in pairs, one on either side 
of the ship. As many could be installed topside as 
seemed feasible, and additional projectors expanded 
the area under fire and bettered the depth-charge 
pattern. 

Although projecting gear (Y- and K-guns) were 
generally considered an im|iortani supplement to the 
old-type release gear on the stern, their employment 
involved operational service that took time. A string 
of depth charges could be adjusted and rolled off the 
stern tracks in a matter of seconds. I'he K-gun had 
to be reloaded for each salvo, and a dcjith charge 
had to be hoisted into place each time the projector 
was fired. So, in the forepart of 1912, the "roller 
loader” made its appearance. This device greatly fa- 
cilitated the reloading of K-guns and proved a boon 
to hard-working depth-charge crews. 

Rough seas made the handling of heavy ashcans 
and teardrops difficult in any case- The 720-j)ound 
Mark 7’s and the 3‘10-pound Mark 9's were not easily 
hustled and hoisted on a heaving deck, and if one 
broke away from its handlers, results could be dis- 
astrous. Not that the TNT was liable to explode. But 
a heavy cylinder rampaging around on a siiip’s deck 
can endanger life, limb, and deck-gear. And if the 
charge accidentally rolled overside, and the setting 
was not on "safe," tlic depth charge might detonate 
at a shallow depth, and damage the ship. 

To prevent accidental depth-charge explosions 
most destroyer captains kept the depth cliargcs on 
"safe" until the moment the DD started a run on the 
attack. Appropriate depth settings could then be 
made in a few seconds by the crew at K-gun or rack. 
There ivas always a chance that a destroyer might be 
fatally hit during battle, and the depth charges, if 
not on "safe," would explode as the ship went under. 
In a number of instances during tlie war, sinking 
destroyers were blasted and escaping crews slain by 
their own depth charges— charges which were either 
defective, or not set on “safe.” Cases in point: tire 
destroyer Hamman at Midway, and the Strong in 
the Solomon Islands. 

Ashcans and streamlined depth drarges, then, pos- 
sessed some adverse features. They were bulky and 
sometimes balky. Before they were laundied or pro- 


jected, their settings had to be adjusted. And they 
could not be "aimed" with anything like exactitude 
and precision. A nimbler charge— a projector that was 
easy to handle— these were desirables sought after by 
Ordnance inventors working on devices for undersea 
ivarfarc. 

British designers and Captain Paul Hammond, 
U.S.N.R., found an answer in "hedgehog." 

Hedgehog 

Early in 1912, Captain Hammond, serving on the 
U.S. Naval AttachiJ’s staff in London, had an oppor- 
tunity to inspect the designs for a new A/S weapon. 
Tlie weapon operated on an entirely novel charge- 
projecting principle. It consisted of a steel cradle in 
which were planted four rows of spike-like spigots. 
(Hence the name "Hedgehog.”) In eflect, this projec- 
tor worked as a rocket-fircr. However, it did not fire 
conventional rockets. 

The apparatus fired 24 projectiles, lobbing them a 
considerable distance. The projectiles, made to fit 
over die spigots in the projector, could be easily posi- 
tioned for firing. In turn, they exploded upon con- 
tact ivith the target, mucli like the ordinary' artillery 
shell. Lobbed into the sea, they sank swiftly, shooting 
down through tlie water like a sdiool of barracuda- 
steel barracuda •with deadly snouts. 

The hedgehog projectile, horrever, had to make a 
direct hit to explode. It did not carry the colossal 
charge of a big ashcan. But it went off with die dam- 
aging blast of a shell-hit. And, in one respect, contact 
explosion ivas a virtue rather dian a limitation. Here- 
tofore the dcstroycmien had never been certain of a 
hit. The conventional depth cliarge e.xploded when 
it reached the pre-set depdi, and die hunters on the 
surface did not know at the time u’hether die blast 
was a bull’s-eye or a miss that rvas as good as a mile. 
But a hedgehog explosion could be taken to mean a 
sure-diing hit— except that in shallow water the pro- 
jectiles would explode when diey hit bottom, and 
under those circumstances the situation could remain 
ambiguous. But an explosion in deep water told die 
destroyermen they were on target, and it also assured 
them the target had suffered damage. 

Captain Hammond became enthusiastic. From 
England the hedgehog was sent to the United States. 
The strange projector, with its firing "spigots, and 
the rocket-like projectiles rvere developed as 
secrets,” and rvere smuggled aboard anti-submarine 
vessels like so much contraband. After the first tviah 
American destroyermen ivere all for hedgehog. Even 
tually the new A/S weapon tvas widely installed on 
frigates (PF’s) and destroyer-escorts. ^ 

The direct-hit feature was not the weapon's only 


virtue. It possessed a more valuable feature. Because 
hedgehog projectiles were thrown ahead of the ship, 
the weapon could frequently be fired before sound 
contact with the submarine was broken. In other 
words, the A/S craft could be "on the beam” when 
it opened fire with hedgehog— the destroyermen were 
not shooting more or less blindly, as in the case with 
ashcans and teardrops. And the projector could be 
tilted to some extent to take care of last-minute 
errors in attack maneuver, and to compensate some- 
what for roll. 

The weighty hedgehog projector had a mule-kick 
recoil, and it was unsuitable for small anti-submarine 
vessels. So a smaller launcher capable of firing six 
rocket projectiles was designed. This 'iveapon was 
called “mousetrap.” 

A few mousetrap launcliers were installed in de- 
stroyers for experimental purposes. After meeting test 
requirements, tlie ■iveapon was employed by a variety 
of anti-sub vessels, including patrol craft and smaller 
types. Mousetrap packed a potent punch— its 65- 
pound rocket loaded with torpex was the same size 
and had the same explosive content as the hedgehog 
projectile. But, although employed with success by the 
British, mousetrap did not feature in many American 
A/S actions during World War II, and, so far as is 
blown, American mousetrap did not single-handedly 
"catch" an enemy submarine. 

Hedgehog, however, was frequently employed by 
Atlantic, hunter-killer ships. And it enjoyed even 
greater popularity with the destroyermen of the Pa- 
cific. It was favored in the Pacific, perhaps, by sea and 
weather conditions. 

The ahead-thrown projectile did not make obsolete 
the veteran deptli charge, however. Throughout the 
war, teardrops and ashcans continued to lob and roll 
from the decks of DD's. Destroyers did not carry 
hedgehog; it was installed, in the main, in the DE’s 
and PF’s which made their appearance in mid-war. 
Diving in to hit sharp, savage blows, ahead-thrown 
projectiles were deadly. But it was necessary for these 
projectiles to strike. Whereas a depth-charge explo- 
sion anywhere in the close vicinity of a submarine 
might do it mortal damage. 

Depth-charge barrages were often used to supple- 
ment hedgehog attacks— to deliver the knockout on a 
groggy submarine, or nail a sub which had gone deep. 
The ponderous depth charge was good for deep-sea 
blasting, and for situations which prevented or did 
not favor an ahead-thrown attack. 

Sonar 

With A/S depth-charge or hedgehog fire, as with 
surface gunnery, the No. 1 problem concerned aim— 


the business of locating and getting on target. In 
gunnery, aim depends chiefly on sighting. In A/S 
warfare, the submerged target is located by “ear”— 
electronic detection devices which come under the 
general heading of "Sonar.” 

After the smashing U-boat surprise of 1914, the 
British bent every effort to the creation of instruments 
which could detect the submerged submarine. Even- 
tually they produced the hydrophone— a sensitive lis- 
tening device whicli could pick up the sound of a 
moving submarine. Installed on the bottom of a ship, 
tlie instrument conveyed to the operator’s earphones 
the whisper of the U-boat’s propellers and the gen- 
eral location of the sub. Apparently tlie first instance 
of submarine detection by hydrophone occurred on 
April 23, 1916, when tlie uc-3, caught in the meshes 
of a mine net, was traced by sound and destroyed by 
the listening surface craft. 

In 1916 the U.S. Navy developed and installed SC 
"listening gear” similar to the British hydrophone. 
By the end of World War I the gear was widely em- 
ployed by Allied A/S vessels, and improvements had 
made the device amazingly acute. A U-boat fearing 
detection might coast for a brief time with motors cut 
off, or might lie motionless on tlie sea floor. But the 
hydrophone could pick up the slightest sound— even 
the thin whine made by tlie motor of a gyroscopic 
compass. 

However, the hydrophone had serious limitations. 
To begin with, it picked up all propeller sounds in 
the area— not just the submarine’s. And the sharper 
its acoustic properties, the more sounds it picked up. 
The SC operator could not tune out interfering 
noises. All kinds of static crackled in his earphones, 
and the problem became one of acute hearing and 
accurate sound-identification on his part. 

And although the hydrophone gave some indica- 
tion of direction, it did not indicate range. At the 
end of World War I the submarine-hunters were still 
baffled by the problem of range— a matter most in- 
timately associated with the business of getting on 
target. The hydrophone, therefore, fell far short of 
the aim imperative. If skillfully operated, it detected 
the submerged submarine and pointed to the gen- 
eral direction of the target. But it did not measure the 
range to the submarine. In effect, the operator (the 
"Sound man” in Navy parlance) could only point over 
the side and declare, "down there in that direction.” 

Between wars, electronic scientists labored to over- 
come some of the hydrophone’s shortcomings. Both 
the British and the American Navies produced sound 
gear capable of indicating the submerged submarine’s 
range. This supersonic electronic gear functioned in 
a performance known as "echo-ranging.” The British 
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movements of tlie target. By tliis pitch variation 
(known as the “doppler effect”), and by other sonic 
effects a skilled sonar operator can often tell whether 
the “ping” is eclioing back from a moving. ship, a 
stationary submerged hulk, a submarine, or a whale. 

With the advent of sonar, many naval leaders be- 
lieved the submarine’s invisible cloak was undone. 
Any sonar-equipped A/S vessel could now "put the 
finger” on the undersea boat. All tliat ^vould be neces- 
sary then would be to dump an ashcan of TNT down 
on tlie cowering submersible. 

Again, the optimists were overly hopeful. Doenitz’s 
submariners tried to thwart sonar with Pillenwerfer 
—chemical pellets that created gas bubbles which de- 
flected echo-ranging “pings." But a Pillenwerfer 
“ping” contact produced no doppler effect, and a 
sharp-eared operator soon learned to recognize the 
variety. So the gas bubbles were unavailing. By and 
large, the Sound man’s difficulties were inherent in 
eclio-ranging ratlier tlian created by deliberate oppo- 
sition. 

For sonar’s success required operators skilled 
enough to make order out of the cliaotic cacaphony 
picked up by the listening gear, and able to identify 
the eclioes obtained by the “pinging gear.” Only 
highly trained men could operate and service the gear, 
and only trained officers could use its information to 
best advantage. 

Then, as has been mentioned, sonar contact could 
not be continuously maintained even when once es- 
tablished. For e-\ample, a destroyer might make sonar 
contact at 1015— lose it at lOlG— regain it at 1030— 
hold it until 1045— then lose it again at lOO-yard 
range in the last lap of an attack. Further, the crash- 
ing disturbance of a depth charge exploding served to 
deafen the echo-ranging gear temporarily, and water 
where depth charges exploded provided a mask be- 
hind which the submarine could hide. Under certain 
circumstances contact might be permanently lost. 

Sea water lies in varying layers of density. These 
“density layers” are mostly caused by temperature 
(surface water is usually warmer than deep water) 
and by the chemical content of the water (some areas 
of the sea are saltier than others). It is possible for a 
submarine to evade sonar detection by gliding from 
one level to another, and taking refuge, so to speak, 
under a density layer which will “bend” or “reflect” 
the sonar beam or send it off on a tangent. Also, sonar 
could be used by the submarine itself to detect and 
locate the hunter on the surface. 

So the game of hide-and-seek was not all in the 
hunter’s favor. And the submarine was far from ob- 
solete as it torpedoed its deadly way through tlie 
two-ocean war. 


American destroyers were experimenting with 
echo-ranging devices as early as 1934. The gear was 
first installed in tlie ships of DesDiv 20 (Commander 
J. C. Jones, Jr.). The destroyers— Rathburn, Waters, 
Talbot, and Dent— and two submarines were the first 
United States naval vessels to carry echo-ranging 
equipment. When tlie European situation grew 
threatening. Navy heads decided to recommission the 
old four-pipers and fit tliem out with sonar gear for 
service as A/S vessels. By September 1939, some 60 
DD’s in the United States Fleet wei'e sonar-equipped. 
And at this time the Navy was opening tlie first of 
its Sound Schools. 

Sound Schools 

During 1939 the West Coast Sound School was es- 
tablished at San Diego. The school’s beginnings were 
modest— a couple of the DD’s from DesDiv 20 tied up 
at the San Diego Destroyer Base to demonstrate and 
teach the arts of sonar listening and echo-ranging. 
But eventually tlie San Diego Sound School was 
equipped and staffed with material and faculty for 
the teaching of 1200 students. 

The East Coast (Atlantic Fleet) Sound School came 
into being at about the same time. It was opened at 
the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut, on 
November 15, 1939, In charge of the school was Cap- 
tain Richard S. Edwards. Chief Radioman W. A. 
Braswell served as instructor. The first sonar class 
contained 16 students, men slated for duty on a 
quartet of DesLant four-pipers. These veteran World 
War I destroyers— tlie Bernadou, Cole, Dupont, and 
Ellis— ivere tlie first DD’s to carry sonar gear in the 
Atlantic. 

An experienced submarine officer. Captain Ed- 
wards brought to the training course much inside 
knowledge on the tricks of submarining. He also 
knew tlie tricks of training. When the Edwards- 
trained operators went aboard Bernadou, Cole, Du- 
pont, and Ellis, they knew their sonar gear. 

In the autumn of 1940 the Atlantic Fleet Sound 
School was moved to Key West, Florida, where 
weather and sea conditions were better for sonar 
practice. Captain Edwards, presently to become Com- 
mander of the Atlantic Submarine Force, returned to 
tlie Submarine Force, and the Key West Sound School 
opened in December 1940 under Commander E. H. 
Jones, leader of DesDiv 54. The division— destroyers 
Roper, Jacob Jones, Herbert, and Dickerson— par- 
ticipated in the Key West training activity. 

'The Key West Sound School and the San Diego 
Sound School were in full operation by the time the 
United States entered the war. By that date 170 
American destroyers were equipped with sonar gear. 
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A/s -warfare. Every DD, every cutter, every escort 
craft begged for tliis “all-seeing eye” -which could 
penetrate fog, dusk, or Stygian dark and put an elec- 
tronic finger on tire U-boat lying on the surface. 
Even if the submarine were awash, it could be de- 
tected by a radar sweep, and the “pip” would show 
up on the screen. 

As far as is known, the first radar contact made on 
an enemy submarine by an American -warship ^vas 
dated November 19, 1941. The warship whicli distin- 
guished itself in this historic fashion -<vas the pioneer 
radar-carrying destroyer Leary. She -\vas at diat time 
engaged in escorting Convoy HX-160. 

By August 1942 most of the combat ships in the 
Atlantic Fleet were equipped -vvitli radar sets, and 
the gear had been distributed to the naval forces in 
the Pacific. The SG (Sugar George) microwave radar— 
an improved “surface radar” tliat presented a brighter 
and more easily identified “pip”— was issued to the 
Navy’s fighting forces in the autumn of 1942. In 
1943 came microwave radar for aircraft. But as air- 
craft were teaming up witli destroyers on the sub- 
marine hunt, anything which aided the aviator in turn 
aided the destroyerman. And microwave radar was the 
bane of the U-boat. The Germans tried all manner 
of tricks in their effort to frustrate search radar. They 
sent up decoy balloons which trailed tinfoil streamers 
which created a “false target." They attempted to de- 
velop a “black U-boat” whicli would absorb radar 
beams. They tried to “jam” the ainvaves. Nicht gut! 
Nor could German seardi receivers detect this new S- 
brand radar. Even the hard-to-catch Schnorkel stack 
(more of which in a later cliapter) was vulnerable. 
After the war German Submarine Admiral Doenitz 
blamed two things for the U-boat’s defeat. One: short- 
sightedness on die part of Hitler, who failed to pro- 
vide the German Navy with a suSicient number of 
submarines. Two: long-sightedness on the part of 
search radar. 

So radar was the “eye” of the submarine-hunter, 
while sonar served as an "ear.” One for surface ac- 
tion, the other for use in detecting submerged subs, 
both gave the hunter information on the furtive 
enemy’s location and provided range and bearing in- 
formation for fire-control. 

“Huff-DuQ” 

Early in the war the Royal Navy developed a 
method for determining the general location of U- 
boats at long range. The principle was fairly obvious 
—just intercept the submarine’s radio transmissions 
and then obtain cross-bearings by means of high-fre- 
quency direction-finders stationed along the coast. 

Every amateur radio fan is acquainted with the 


loop-finder -which small ships and yachts employ to 
obtain cross-bearings on radio beams from stations 
along the coast. The British merely reversed the play 
by placing the “finders” ashore to pick up the radio 
beams from submarines at sea. The U-boats were 
continually transmitting messages of one kind or an- 
other, and high-frequency finders could intercept 
these transmissions. 

High-frequency direction-finders (HF/DF, or 
“Huff-Duff”) did not translate intercepted messages. 
Huff-Duff merely established the whereabouts of the 
transmitting submarine, and temporarily fixed its 
position. The sender might be in the middle of the 
Atlantic, or cruising around in the Caribbean. Ten 
minutes after getting off a radio transmission it might 
submerge and head for another area. But as the sub- 
marine moved from here to there, surfacing on occa- 
sion to transmit radio messages, the Huff-Duff system 
could determine the sub’s course, and could follow it 
from day to day. 

A sub in mid-ocean does not generally cruise 
around in aimless circles. A careful Huff-Duff watch 
might discern, for example, that a U-boat heading 
westward from Denmark Strait -\vas bound toward 
Halifax or veering southward toward Bermuda. A 
lot of radio conversation by German subs in any par- 
ticular area would inform Huff-Duff’s operators that 
a w'olfpack was gathering in those waters, probably 
intent on picking up fuel. Such information would 
be relayed by Huff-Duff stations to a central station 
where specially trained personnel would keep track 
of the subs in a given area or plot tlie course of a 
lone-w’olf coming across the ocean. In turn this infor- 
mation -\vould be relayed to A/S forces at sea to send 
them speeding to intercept tlie wolfpack or lone-wolf. 

But if Huff-Duff could give A/S forces a “fix” at 
long range, why not improve the system by shorten- 
ing tlie range? Why not install high-frequency direc- 
tion-finders on escort ships at sea, thereby permitting 
them to intercept U-boat transmissions on locale and 
thus determine the position of near-by subs? This 
would eliminate the lengthy relay from shore stations. 

After observing HF /DF on Canadian escort vessels, 
Captain P. R. Heineman, who had just been at sea 
as an escort commander, promptly recommended its 
installation in American ships. 

Early in the autumn of 1942, HF/DF gear was in- 
stalled in the Coast Guard cutters Spencer and Camp- 
bell. Shortly thereafter the equipment was installed 
in the American destroyer Endicott. It subsequently 
became the practice to equip two or three DD’s of 
each squadron with Huff-Duff gear. 

So the HF/DF system provided sub-hunters with 
another means for detecting the enemy. The detec- 
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tion gave convoys a chance for evasive routing, and it 
informed escorts on the location of “submarine 
water.” Later in the war, Huff-Duff information ob- 
tained by shore stations put many a hunter-killer 
group on the track of a U-boat or a submarine con- 
centration. 

When Huff-Duff began to point them out as 
though they were magnetized, the U-boats did strive 
to maintain radio silence. But fairly frequent trans- 
missions were necessary for wolfpack operation. They 
were also necessary for the relay of sub-to-shore in- 
formation-reports to Headquarters, acknowledge- 
ment of orders received, positional information. The 
U-boat could not play dumb for days on end, or 
Doenitz would believe it was sunk. 

Often enough it was. By American destroyermen 
acting on information from Huff-Duff. 

The A [S Warfare Unit 

In the first week of February 1942 a group of de- 
stroyer officers and others concerned with A/S war- 
fare sat in conference at the Boston Navy Yard. From 
this conference emerged the Atlantic Fleet Anti-Sub- 
marine Warfare Unit— a body to study the ways and 
means of A/S warfare, devise methods for combatting 
the U-boat, and train instructors for the Atlantic 
Fleet Sound School. 

Set up in Boston, the A/S Warfare Unit went into 
action on March 2, 1942, under the leadership of 
Captain W. D. Baker. Allied with Captain Baker's 
unit was ASWORG— the Anti-Submarine Warfare Op- 
erations Research Group composed of distinguished 
civilian scientists and educators whose mission was to 
collate and analyze all information appertaining to 
submarine warfare, and to create new devices or 
methods for tracking, attacking, and destroying sub- 
marines. 

Heretofore, A/S warfare had been conducted in a 
somewhat hit-or-miss fashion. The A/S vessels at sea 
lacked specific methods; no new doctrines had been 
formulated for A/S operations; the results obtained 
by current A/S measures had not been carefully as- 
sembled and scientifically studied since the Battle of 
the Atlantic began. 

Captain Baker’s unit and the ASWORG scientists 
pitched in to remedy the situation. The Group 
studied the action reports of A/S/W units direct from 
the Atlantic firing line. Statistics were gathered and 
analyzed. For example, hits and misses were tabu- 
lated. Depth-charge performance was studied: How 
many Mark 6 ashcans had it taken to do the job? 
What patterns had proved most effective? The work- 
ings of sonar and radar were re-examined. Destroyer 
tactics were put “under the microscope": Which 


ones were proving most effective? What were the 
mathematical chances of Destroyer DD demolishing 
Submarine SS under circumstances from A to Z? 

Always in anti-submarine warfare there was the 
"Unknown X” factor imposed by the loss of contact 
with the' submerged target at the 200- to 600-yard 
point, and the fact that the submarine’s depth could 
not be determined with sharp accuracy. Captain 
Baker’s Navy-and-Scientist group worked night and 
day to minimize that “X” factor and take the guess- 
work out of the attack formula. Or, at least, to alter 
guesses to good estimates. 

So the scientist working with the A/S Warfare 
Unit did more than analyze reams of data. They im- 
proved the techniques of sub-fighting. ASWORG 
analysts and mathematicians developed search pat- 
terns for regaining contact with submarines. They 
produced highly efficient patterns for the laying of 
depth-charge barrages— neat designs which told de- 
stroyermen where, how many, how deep. They 
worked out scientifically planned escort-screens lor 
warships and convoys— so many van DD’s for a con- 
voy with a front of so many yards; DD’s on the flanks 
at such and such a position. 

ASWORG's scientists also developed new instru- 
ments for the detection, Irustration, and destruction 
of submarines. But they first came to the fore with 
improved ways and means for the employment of the 
weapons at hand. 

Destroyer A jS Tactics (The Attack) 

Given the anti-submarine tools, American de- 
stroyermen sailed out on the embattled seas of World 
War II to do the job. 

As has previously been described, DD’s and DEs 
(and- kindred A/S vessels) played a dual role in the 
drama of A/S warfare. 

Defensively, destroyers and companion A/S craft 
were employed as patrol vessels to guard harbor en- 
trances, coastal waters, and other sub-menaced areas. 
Or as guardians to protect major warships and other 
vessels from submarine onslaught— an activity which 
came under the general terms of "escorting and 
"screening.” 

On the A/S offensive, destroyers and companion 
anti-sub vessels went all out to track down, attack, 
and destroy the undersea enemy. Destroyers and DE s 
with escort-carriers (CVE’s), designated as hunter 
killer groups, were in this category. 

The foregoing is a generality, but it roughly e 
scribes the tactical employment of destroyers in A/^^ 
warfare, and the terms “offensive” and defenswe 
apply only broadly to the over-all operation, 
destroyer serving as an escort in a screen was c 
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which usually spelled disaster for the embattled sub- 
marine. 

The tactic might be essayed by a single A/S vessel, 
by subchaser and aircraft, or by a large group of 
hunter-killers acting cooperatively. Naturally, the 
more numerous the A/S craft, the better tlie odds on 
tlieir side. But there were instances in 'tVorld War 
II wherein a single A/S vessel successfully “held 
down" an enemy submarine to the point of its forced 
exposure and destruction. 

A typical hold-down might begin with tlie radar 
detection of a surfaced submarine on the flank of a 
convoy. Contact! Several escorting destroyers peel 
off and go after the sub. Down goes the undersea 
boat to lie low. The DD's gain sonar contact, and the 
hunt is on. 

The gambit may develop into an endurance con- 
test between tlie submerged sub and the hunters "up- 
stairs." The submariners know the destroyermen arc 
up there, and they use cverj* dodge to make a get- 
away. Kcho-ranging, the hunters follow the sub- 
marine’s trail; they have only to maintain contact 
and wait for the inevitable rise. Time is on their side 
in tliis cat-and-mouse play. Time, and the fact tliat 
men and engines need air. 

Maintaining contact is, of course, die key to a suc- 
cessful hold-down; the hunters must stay on the trail. 
Above all they must prevent the submarine from 
surfacing undetected— an upshot whidi tvould give 
tlie sub a chance to cut and run for it on high-speed 
Diesels. Consequently, the hunters in the submarine’s 
vicinity keep under constant observation all positions 
that the sub could possibly occupy. Radar sweeps 
arc made continuously. 

If the sub has been held down all day, vigilance 
must be tightened at nightfall, for the obvious rea- 
sons tliat the quarry may tr)' to take advantage of 
night’s cover, and that sub and submariners will be 
nearer the end of their undersea rope. Coming late 
in World War II, Schnorkel gear and ingenious new 
air-conditioning devices considerably altered the time- 
element, but for the greater part of the war sub- 
marine endurance was limited to about 50 hours’ 
submergence. Hold-down tactics could be timed ac- 
cordingly. 

For a typical culmination: the hounded submersi- 
ble rises to engage in combat with the A/S craft. As 
the submarine broaches, the hunters pick up the 
“pip,” and close in. Worn out from hours of fouling 
air and nerve strain, the desperate submariners rush 
topside to man the deck guns. The advantage is all 
on the A/S vessel’s side, particularly if the ship is a 
heavily-armed DD, DE, or Coast Guardsman which 
can out-run and out-shoot the submersible. 


Seldom were submarines able to fight their way out 
when trapped by a persistent hold-down. On record 
is the exploit of a severely damaged sub which gained 
the surface after long submergence and then gun- 
battled its way to freedom through a quartet of 
hounding A/S vessels. But the submarine in this in- 
stance was Amcrican-the Salmon (Commander H. K. 
Nauman)— and the hold-downers were Japanese. 

That American destroyermen executed the hold- 
down tactic most effectively is a fact which will be 
evidenced by a number of A/S actions detailed in 
subsequent cliapters. 

Convoy Escort Duty 

The typical ocean convoy, consisting of 40 to 70 
merchant ships, steamed in a rectangular formation 
of nine to fourteen columns. The columns were 
spaced 1,000 yards apart, and the ships in column 
were spaced at 600-yard intervals. An eleven-column 
convoy, therefore, presented a frontage of five nau- 
tical miles and had a depth of one and a half miles or 
more, depending upon the number of ships placed 
in column. 

A ship was assigned a number in accordance with 
its position in the formation. 

Responsible for the internal discipline of the 
convoy proper, the Convoy Commodore usually 
flew his pennant in a column leader near the center of 
the convoy. The Vice-Commodore rode anotlier 
column leader. In over-all command was the Escort 
Commander, generally a destroyer squadron com- 
mander or an officer of comparable rank and exper- 
ience. He usually flew his pennant in 6ne of the van 
escorts stationed ivithin easy visual signalling 
distance of the Convoy Commodore’s ship. 

The escorts formed a screen on the periphery of 
the convoy. They ivere, of course, stationed in posi- 
tions carefully calculated to provide tlie best protec- 
tion for die convoy. 

To strike at the convoy, a submarine had to pass 
through the screen undetected and attack at a range 
short enough to ensure a hit, or else fire a torpedo 
from a position outside the screen— a so-called 
“browning shot." If the escort vessels were drawn 
in to form a tight screen, the sub had a better chance 
of hitting witli a browning shot (for the obvious rea- 
son tliat if tlie escorts closely hugged the convoy, the 
attacking sub could make a nearer approach). On 
the other hand, if tlie escorts were stationed far out, 
tlie sub ivas more likely to penetrate tlie screen 
undetected. To reduce the sub’s chances to a mini- 
mum, screening diagrams were scientifically designe^ 
to place the escorts at such distances that a sub s 
chance of penetrating the screen was on a par^wi 
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its chance of making a hit with a browning shot. 

Escorts used their sonar gear continuously, “ping- 
ing” as they went. Radar kept the surface lookout, on 
the watch for enemy submarines and other vessels, 
and it was employed to maintain proper station, es- 
pecially during periods of low visibility. 

The parading of a large ship-train through fog, 
rough water, or night’s blackout demanded expert 
navigation by all parties concerned. Each merchant- 
man had its own capacities, cranks, and quirks. A 
fast ship might range ahead. A slow ship might 
straggle. Engine breakdown might send a vessel stag- 
gering out of line. Collisions could occur in a flash, 
especially if the convoy were making an abrupt 
course-change, or zigzagging. 

Large, slow convoys— they were given the code 
designation “S” (for slow)— generally steamed on 
steady courses. Zigzagging cut down the distance made 
good, and in a slow convoy it tended to create con- 
fusion and cause straggling. Moreover, its tactical 
value was doubtful— “many a ship saved by a fortui- 
tous zig was lost through an unlucky zag.” Accord- 
ingly, slow convoys zigzagged or made emergency 
turns only if suddenly attacked or menaced. How- 
ever, evasive course changes of 20 to 40 degrees on 
each side of the base course and lasting for a couple 
of hours or more were commonly made by slow con- 
voys to avoid wolfpack ambush or otherwise elude 
the enemy. 

Each convoy was given a route through designated 
ocean positions before it sailed— a route always sub- 
ject to change by radio dispatch. And the Escort 
Commander had authority to steer evasive courses 
if he believed such action was called for. 

Upon the Escort Commander, then, rested much 
of the responsibility for the convoy’s passage. His 
escort group was charged with its defense. He, him- 


self, was responsible for screening operations. And 
within limits he had the authority to regulate the 
convoy formation and direct the convoy’s run. The 
destroyer officer who served in that capacity had a 
full load on his shoulder-boards. 

Troop convoys were in a different category from 
the slow merchant convoys just discussed. Consisting 
of transports and auxiliaries, they were usually Navy 
manned. Fast convoys (designated “F”), they steamed 
at a higher speed than slow convoys, and they were 
furnished heavier escort. 

One or more battleships or cruisers guarded the 
troop convoy against surface raiders. The Escort 
Commander was customarily a Rear Admiral com- 
manding a battleship or cruiser division, or a senior, 
capital-ship Captain. The DD screen was heavily 
augmented to provide the utmost protection. 

The senior destroyer officer was designated Screen 
Commander. Answering to the Escort Commander, 
he was specifically in charge of the destroyer group. 

Escort carriers were sometimes attached to con- 
voys. But as a rule these “baby flat-tops” and their 
screening DD’s and DE’s were organized as hunter- 
killer groups to conduct anti-wolfpack campaigns. 
However, these task groups frequently acted as a 
covering force for convoys passing through their op- 
erating areas. 

Escort carriers were not available early in the war, 
and air-cover by land-based planes did not get very 
far to sea. When finally contrived, extended air cov- 
erage turned the Atlantic Battle’s tide. But for the 
greater part of the war the bulk of the convoy escort 
burden was carried by the destroyermen. And many 
hundreds of ships and many thousands of tons of 
war material went safely overseas, thanks to the effec- 
tive anti-submarine tactics of the tactlessly-named 
"tin cans.” 
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I) J' SLANT INTO BATTLE (Part 1) 



Dttr.l Mittiat}, Allt'.ntic 

After foMunl (Icclnrntion of war, the United States Na \7 was con- 
frf)nte{l in the Atlatiiic teith a dual {)rohlcm. 

No. 1; the Navy imist inaimain the transportation lines 
tf) F.moj)e— clear the way for, and otherwise protect, the shipping 
wliit h carried I.etul-Ucasc goods and American troops overseas. 

Mission No. 2: the Navy imtst ):cc[) open tlte coastal .shipping 
lanes off .Ainei ica's Mastern Seahoard— protect the coaswisc tnink 
lines all the way from .South .America to Canada, and through the 
(Iiilf of Mexico and the Caribbean. 

‘rrans-.Atlantic convoying and defense of home-coast shipping were 


the jiriority tasks at oiuc a$M'>:i)c<l to the X.ivy's At- 
Jaiitic forces; tasks schith pt jiicipally fcatiiicd escort- 
of-coiis'oy doty and oltciisisc anti-siiliiiiariirc ssarfarr. 

Dcsitajcts, ilictcfoic, were wJiat svas called for. 
Escorts hy profession, .and Milnitarinc hnirtets hy «le- 
sigrr. Already the N.nsy's DD’s were swinging along 
on North .Atlantic convoy rnns. Ahc.idy they had 
traded blows sviih Hitler's wolfpacks. 'I'o DesLant, 
then, fell tnnch of the .Arlantic Ikittlc burden. 

'I'hc Iceland t un Iiad been only a sample of con- 
voy duty. Now destrosets were to escort North .At- 
lantic convoys all the way to I.ondondcrty, Northern 
Ireland. Tire .Atlantic Hattie was to he all-out. 

Many of the available destroyers lacked radar 
gear. Many were employing sonar for the first time. 
Most of the creu's had never condticted a cooperative 
submarine search. Very few had ever seen a shot 
or a depth charge fired in anger. 

Appointed Commander in Chief United States 
Fleet (Comincli) on December 20, lOIl, Admiral 
Ernest J.' King, with headquarters in Washington, 
assumed over-all command of the Navy’s Atlantic 
and Pacific Fleets, and lienee of its Destroyer Forces. 
On December 30, 1911, Admiral Royal E. Ingersoll 
became Commander in Chief Atlantic Fleet (Cin- 
CLant). On December 22, Rear Admiral A. S. Car- 


pender replaced Rear .Admiral F. L. Rcichmutli as 
ComDcsEant. Dcstroscr ofienitions in the Atkintic 
Were diiected by CinCUnm ami ComDcsLant. Coai- 
inamlcr Task Force 2-1 (Rear Admiral .A. L. Bristol), 
at Argcntia, retained the responsibility for the op- 
Cf.'ition and cscoriagc of merchant convoys in tlic 
North .Atlantic. 

American trooj) convoys (designated N.-\ and AT) 
began to cross the North Atlantic in Februar)' 1912. 
Such ronsoys ordinarily contained more escorts tlian 
tratisjiorfs. S.iib'ng from Nesv A’ork on February 19, 
Convoy .AT-12 was com])osc(l of 15 transports and 
18 escorts. At a later date, a combined 17-ship convoy 
(.•\T-ir> and N.-\-S) was escorted by die battleship 
Nr.w VoiiK, the light cruiser BROOKt,VN, and 12 .Amer- 
ican destroyers. TJicsc were typical of the "troopers 
that carried U.S. Army forces across tlie Nortli At- 
lantic to the British Isles. 


Under heavy escort, too, went the tanks, trucks and 
unitions, the food, clothing, gasoline, tlie loco- 
otives and lubricants, the vast quantities of Len 
:asc staples and rvar materials needed to suppl) 


forces. 

At Londonden-)' in Januai-)' 1912 the destroyed 
began to put in. The port’s repair facilities offeie 
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the DD’s opportunity for upkeep; the hospitable 
Scotch-Irish offered the destroyermen recreation. A 
local “dome teacher” for anti-aircraft training, and 
several training submarines for A/S schooling, gave 
the destroyermen a chance to sharpen their combat 
techniques. Usually the last two days of the stay at 
Londonderry were devoted to A/S refresher training. 

Not many U-boats were contacted in the North 
Atlantic during the weeks immediately following the 
war declaration. In January 1942 the wolfpacks were 
walking softly. Ships continued to go down to tor- 
pedo-fire— 14 in American waters, 12 off the Canadian 
coast, 9 in the Bermuda area. But no more than 10 
were downed in North Atlantic Convoy areas that 
month— a slump of certain significance. 

The slack-off suggested a realignment of wolfpack 
forces, a revision of U-boat strategy, rather than de- 
feat and retreat. The U-boat Force was gathering 
muscle for an offensive. 

The tempo quickened in February when 12 ships 
were torpedo-sunk in North Atlantic cont'oy areas. 
The long, hard battle to get the goods across was 
only beginning. 

Onslaught on ON-67 (DD’s versus Wolfpack) 

One of the tough convoy-wolfpack battles fought 
in the first quarter of 1942 involved the American 
destroyers Edison, Nicholson, Lea, and Bernadou. 
The quartet comprised the ocean escort for Convoy 
ON-67, west-bound for Halifax from the United 
Kingdom. In charge of the escort was Edison’s skip- 
per, Commander A. C. Murdaugh. 

If flaws showed up in the performance of the 
escorts, the cause was deficient equipment and un- 
familiarity with modern A/S techniques; Nichol- 
son’s was the only radar which worked consistently, 
and Bernadou was just out of "mothballs.” 

Leaving Hvalfjordur, Iceland, on February 16, 
Murdaugh’s destroyer group picked up the convoy 
three days later at “Momp.” 

The convoy consisted of 35 ships steaming in 8- 
column formation. Falling in, the American destroy- 
ers relieved the British escorts, with the exception 
of H.M.C.S. Algoma, the latter being directed to 
stay with the convoy as long as her fuel permitted. 
Among the 35 merchantmen was the British rescue 
ship S. S. Toward, equipped with special life-saving 
gear and carrying “Huff-Duff.” 

Under Escort Commander Murdaugh's direction, 
the convoy proceeded in its 8-column formation, 
steaming at 814 knots. Stationed about 4,000 yards 
from the convoy’s rectangle, the screening destroyers 
patrolled at 12i^ knots. Murdaugh positioned them 
in day formation as follows: 


Edison (flagship) Off convoy’s starboard bow. 

Nicholson Comdr. J. S. Keating. Off convoy’s 

port bow. 

Lea Lt. Comdr. C. Broussard. Off con- 

voy’s starboard flank, abreast of last 
ship in column. 

Bernadou Lt. Comdr. R. E. Braddy, Jr. Off 

convoy’s port flank, abreast of last 
ship in column. 

H.M.C.S. Algoma Directly astern of convoy. 

In night formation the screen retained its circular 
coverage, but defense weight was shifted to the con- 
voy’s front. 

The hours of Februar}' 19 and 20 were uneventful. 
Morning of the 21st the convoy, on course 204°, was 
smoking badly. With visibility about 10 miles, the 
billowing smudge was as obvious as an Indian signal. 
Fog set in around noon— perfect cover for stalking 
enemies. And as the convoy advanced through thick- 
ening vapor, Edison’s sonar picked up a contact. 

The echo was indistinct, a “doubtful.” Taking no 
chances. Commander Murdaugh ran it down. Edison 
dropped a pattern of five depth charges. Thereafter, 
Sound was unable to regain the contact. Edison re- 
turned to her patrol station. 

Visibility improved during the afternoon. And 
at 1730 the rescue ship Toward picked up a sub- 
marine’s signal on her “Huff-Duff” gear. Bearing 
107°. But after searching for about an hour. Lea 
reported “no contact,” and resumed her station. 

Evidently Lea’s search should have been more 
persistent. For an enemy was in the vicinity. At 0305 
the following morning a U-boat attacked the left 
rear flank of the convoy. 

At this hour the escorts were patrolling in night 
formation, with Lea and Bernadou shifted to the 
convoy’s forward flanks. Striking at the exposed rear 
flank, the submarine was undetected. Apparently it 
fired from outside the screen. The long-range “brown- 
ing shots” struck home. Thunder boomed in the 
night. Mushrooming smoke and orange fire, two 
ships staggered to a halt, hard hit. 

Nicholson fell back to join Toward and Algoma 
in picking up survivors. The rescue vessel’s big dip 
net featured in this life-saving detail, as did her 
special hospital facilities. The destroyermen, grim 
and detennined, hauled their own share of shivering 
merchant seamen from the brine. 

Daylight of February 22 revealed a seascape devoid 
of submarines. But they might be down under the 
seascape. At any rate, none appeared during the day. 
At 1730 the convoy’s course was changed to 240°; at 
2130 to 200°. These evasion tactics were at least tem- 
porarily effective. There were no attacks that night. 



Nevertheless, the enemy kept the convoy under 
surveillance. At 1210 next day Edison once more 
picked up sound contact, a sharp one that definitely 
spelled "submarine.” Murdaugh ordered attack on 
tlie sub, which was directly ahead of column 8. A pat- 
tern of five depth charges rumbled under the sea. Due 
to interference from the convoy, the DD was unable to 
regain contact. But Edison searched the vicinity until 
the convoy was over the horizon, then rejoined at 25 
knots. 

During the afternoon, Bernadou and Lea repeated 
their offensive stveeirs of the previous day. Lea’s radar 
was now operating, but she made no surface con- 
tacts. Bernadou, however, picked up a sound contact 
at 1615, twelve miles on the convoy’s port beam. 
Lieutenant Commander Braddy tried for the target 
with two deptli-charge patterns. The contact evapo- 
rated. 

These sporadic contacts suggested a wolfpack in 
the convoy area, and Murdaugh bent every effort 
to avoid ambush. Commander Murdaugh ordered sev- 
eral course clianges to throw the enemy off the track. 
But in spite of utmost vigilance and precaution, the 
U-boats got in. 

The first strike came at 0030 in the morning of 
February 24 th. Thereafter successive attacks were 
made until 0645. The convoy was beset from both 
quarters by five or six sharpshooting submarines. 
Four merchantmen were torpedoed. Two of the 
damaged vessels kept on. going. Two went to the 
bottom. 

During this onslaught, "snowfiake" illumination 
was used by tlie convoy to give the Armed Guard 
on the merchant vessels a chance to spot surfaced 
U-boats. But the brilliant light failed to silhouette 
any targets for the deck-gunners. 

While the battle was at its climax. Commander 
Murdaugh sent a radio dispatch to the Chief of 
Naval Operations, recommending that the convoy 
disperse or make a drastic, evasive course-change. 
When permission was granted, the con^'oy’s course 
was radically shifted to 285®. Meantime, offensive 
screening operations were extended and intensified. 

Early that afternoon the rescue ship Toward 
picked up foreign signals on her “Huff-Duff.” Run- 
ning 15 miles ahead to investigate the direction- 
finder bearing, Nicholson sighted two surfaced 
submarines. The destroyer staged a single-handed 
double play, forcing the two U-boats to dive, and 
keeping them down under until after dark. 

Simultaneously Lea dropped astern to run down 
a direction-finder bearing. Returning to her original 
station after a fruitless search, she was sent out 20 
miles on the convoy’s starboard flank. There she 


encountered a U-boat on the surface. When the sub 
submerged. Lea went after the target with depth 
charges. Lieutenant Commander Broussard reported 
that the barrage laid by his destroyer probably did 
some damage. 

The wolfpack closed in hungrily at dusk. Follow- 
ing their favorite Rudeltaktik, the U-boats surfaced 
after dark to run ahead for high-speed lunges at 
the advancing convoy. Not long after nightfall Edi- 
son picked up a sound contact on the convoy’s star- 
board bow. Then the lookouts sighted a U-boat 
silhouette slinking through the moonlight. The 
silhouette slid out of sight before the deck-gunners 
could get in a shot, but Edison’s depth charges went 
overside in the tvater where the U-boat submerged. 

After six depth-charge attacks . the destroyermen 
were unable to regain contact. Murdaugh held the 
DD in the vicinity for a thorough search before 
ordering her to resume her station in the screen. 
Then, while rejoining the convoy at 0205 in the 
morning of the 25th, Edison spotted another sub- 
marine. 

This U-boat was close aboard— 200 yardsl— and 
nearly abeam. A barely glimpsed spectre in the gloom, 
it faded into the water before Edison could turn to 
ram, and before the destroyer’s main battery could 
be brought to bear. So spectral was this submarine 
that Edison’s sonar gear was unable to pick it up. 
The destroyermen dropped one depth charge on the 
vanished target, after whicli Edison patrolled be- 
tween the convoy and the point of submergence 
until dawn. 

As a result of these A/S efforts, no attacks were 
made on die convoy during the night of February 
24-25. But daylight did not dispel the submarine 
peril. Fog surged across the seascape at 1410, and with 
its onset the ranging escorts were recalled. The screen 
was reforming when Toward’s “Huff-Duff” picked 
up another suspicious signal. Bernadou, running 
down the direction-finder bearing, established sound 
contact at 1459. She dropped a pattern of seven depth 
charges on this unseen target, and searched the vicin- 
ity until dark. 

Fog wallowed around the ships throughout that 
night (February 25-26), and morning brought rough 
seas. Daylight also brought die Coast Guard cutter 
Spencer (Commander E. H. Fritzsche, U.S.C.G.) 
toiling up through the heavy weather to join tlie 
convoy as a welcome reinforcement. Convoy ON-67 
was now well along on the home stretch, and the 
last lap of the westward voyage proved uneventfu . 

For the destroyermen in Commander Murdaugh s 
unit, however, the voyage had been sufficiently try- 
ing. The convoy's merchant crews had also endured 




oj the German raiders was this type of -weather encountered before the wolfpack storm. With the beginning of American 
'n the North Atlantic during several months of each year. Janu- troop convoys in February, escorting became Navy's first duty 

00 '. W2, when this photograph was made, proved to be the lull Typical "troopers” often contained more escorts than transports 
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•uoissiui UBqj jaqjBJ aauBjsuaddEq Xq 
SEAV anasaj aip puB ‘japuojj Bag UB3qqTJB3 JapuBui 
-UI 03 Japun SunBjado 30 U sbav aqg ’anasaj Supsajajui 

UE P39e 3S (33aqajng ’O ’s J3pUEUiui03 3UBU33n3iq) 

ABB 03 jaXoJ3S3p aip ‘Xjnf 3Bq3 uEaqqijEQ aip uj 

•ajoas 03 ajqBun ajaAV 
uainjaXoJ3S3p aip 3 nq 'p33q3is 3J3 Av s 3 Eoq-fi ’spBa ssaj3 
-sip puB suiJBiB auTJBUiqns 03 JaAvsuE ui saaEJ ssapooj 
jBnsn aip ubj AanaBvng puB ABNBvg sj3Xoj3S3a; 

•jaAoqs 3p3ii 

B puB qof Siq B JO Xjo 3 S aq3 pns seav 31 3 ns ’saajoj 
asuajap uBaqqiJE 3 aq3 p33uauiSnB XiiBn 3 uaAa sauBjd 
Xiujy pasBq-puEi puB 'sbut|E3B3 '3jBja pj3Bd hbuis 

•ONIAVJVX japua3 aip puB (sjBoq SuiXq) s,;^a ;9 
Zi ‘s3B0q-s Xpapp aajip ‘s3Boq ajSBS papnq-uapooAv 
OAV3 ‘A3NBVS pUB AH-lHBVns SJaXoJ 3 SDp 3q3 apB 
-jiBAE pnq J3A00H P-niupy (qouajj aip uo qD3BAV puB 
3JBJJEAV s/y) X3np uEainajaji siqj Jos •anbiui3JEjv; 
3 e saaJoj qauajj aip puB 3Jaqo's iBjiuipy Xiptyv uo 
aXa injip 3 BAV b Suidaaq auip auiBS aq3 3 b puB s 3 Boq-fi 
3 suib3b SuipjBn3 qof snopu3Ui3J3 b puq ‘j3I3uojs 
B ag unaqqijBQ J3puBUiuio3 ‘jaAOOfi ’fj 'f jBJiuipy 
ana's oiJans ‘uEuf UBg 3 b sjaiJEnbpEaq ipjAi 

•jEApsaj 

Svitpsusj{nvj jaq30UB joj aand aip 33s 3Hqx nHoq-fj b 
Xq quns pun papaqs sbav (ssnp Japuaj) vinvDy jaiina 
pjBno 3SE03 aqj gg qajBj\r uq 'uiEdg jo 3 JOs 50 
joipun 3B sdjqsuiE33S UEDijauiy 0 AV 3 03 UI saop3dJ03 
paipund 3Eoq-n b 'j33Bi sjqSiu oavx ‘nqnjy 3E Xjaug 
-3J ifo UE papjBquioq 3Boq-fi paaBjjns b ‘aiduiExa 
JOJ '91 XjBujqaj uq 'auip pjo qSiq b pnq sjEoq-n 
aqj (po) OE5Bjn3 puB (Suiddiqs ajixnBq) pEpiuiJX 
jjo SJ33BAV aq3 UJ ’DOAEq uosunia jo aAijEoipui sajoas 
uiopuBj— gg ‘aunf ui .‘gg ‘Xbj/^ ui .‘ipjBjq ui quns-opad 
•J 03 aJ3AV 61 JSf’SI XjEnjqaj ui boje UBaqqiJBQ aip 
UI S30p3dj03 izEiq 03 UAVop 3U3AV sdiqs 3uo-X3Jiqx 
•IEUB 3 BtuBUBS aip 03 apuBpy aip Suiquq 
puBj diqs JO qaAV 33BaiJ3ui jBip puB asaip— dnojg 
OESBjnQ aip puE ‘(pBpiuiJX Suipnpui) spjBAvpui/Vi 
puB spjEAvaax aip ‘BaiBurBf ‘Eqn3 uJ33SBa ‘oat's 
03 jans ‘oSuiuiod oiUBg puB piBH — uibh qsiuBdg 
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■saiini S 2 araos qns aqi 
SuTi^fl 'saSjBqo tpdap qqSp puE squioq qjdap 
^’paddojp 5 JBJDJIB aq] ‘sjnoq oi Sutnsua aqj SuianQ 
sauBid Xnijv yBjaAas puE Affd aqJ OJ 
pgddajs 3 jBja [oxiBd aqi ‘qaop aq] uo OSOI 
•saSjBqa aioui OAvq paddojp aqs ‘una inpJED aaqiouE 
SujqBjAl -saiqqnq po aqj jo pnaqB qsnf saSjnqa qjdap 
jnoj paddojp aqs ‘apJ sqj pajsrssy -qaiis po 
UB pajqSis puB ‘gi Ajnf jo Smujom aqi ui jods aqj 
paqoBai jjBja {ojqBd aqx -auEid Xabm jaipouE seai og 
•auaas aqi oj pajapjo sba\ (-3 NA^ 3 A 3 aqi) 85^0 J 
•daap luaAV auuEUiqns aip 'unq X^paiqnop 
.upi 'saSjEqa qjdap jnoj qpAV jBoq-fi aqj paipprjjs 
puE saJEg paddojp auEjd aqx UEpEJ Xq qns atp 
dn paqaid ASd ^ ‘Suiuaora SuiAvopoj aqi ut 
•XBAVBjaS aqj uo Avop seav aqs uaqx ‘Japuaj-iau aip 
japun passEd qaiqAi jo aa.iq] 'saopadaoi aAy jo ptaads 
E qim passpu aqg -ajuBJiupv po vsoKiiq japuai-iau 
• aqj pa>{aEj3E ggi-fi aqi n Xfnf uq -SuuaduiEq iiaaq 
aAEq 3 SUU 1 p 3 nq 'aAisuajxa lou sea\ aSuiusp aqi Xpua 
-jEddy ’9 3 unf uo jaq paujSis qaiqAV saunjd joxind 
Xui-iy ^q Surqnioq b Japns 03 jaq paA\opn urEadua 
jaq ' 6 SI-n JO jaddiqs aq 3 se 3Jeuis se 30 m 'g 5 I-n 
aip SEAV uouiiq 03 JanA qs japtEJ auuuutqns aqx 

fiT-yj 1!!^ 7/D.o.itf.r puv oum.opsuv'j 

•3NAVoasNV7 jaXojqsap aqq puu ‘qjuja 
-JIB Xae^ puB Xuuy Xp 'SCAV qi puy •Xiqainb auop 
aq 03 pEq Suiqqaraog qjEqA^ aip apjsSuo[E ja3q2iajj 
B 3B saopadjo3 jo pBajds XjpEap e paitj puE 'uoiujx 
ouanj JO JoqiEq UBDi-p E 3 s 03 aq3 03ur papq3 qEoq 
-fl B ‘paziuESjo aq pinoa saajoj g/y asaqq a.iojap 
•SBJnpuoH ‘EIP3SE3 oqjanj qE paqsqqcqsa seav asEq 
auEfdEas E pUE ‘pauaqqSiq ajaAi s[OjqEd qsEoa uua 
-uaiuy lEjquaQ -qsEoa UEOuamy qqnoj aqq jo sj33eai 
aip jaAoa 03 sjojqEd paqnqiaquoa jty Xiujy -sauEjd 
SuiXjjED-jEpEJ Xq paajojuiai seai g Sui/^\quj -paua 
-qqSuaqs aiaAV sXoauod auo^ JEueq 'aiqEijEAE jassoA 
g/V XjaAa lEqoqsijQ qs paaaqsniu qj -qqSnEisuo sno 
-japjnra srqq pua 03 pauiiujaqap seai Xaem 'S'fl oqx 

•saqEjjd Xqsjjippooiq ^iq poE 
pjBaqpE{p JO sXep aqq aauis siip aqij SujqqXuE uaos 
30U pBq UBaqquEQ aqx 'qJOAi Xpoojq 30 lucsqop quop 
-gjns E aqEAi jaq ui qjaj qEoq-pj SuiSjaiuqns aqq qnq 
ajoEssEai aqq paqdnuaquT auEjd jojqEd e 30 aauEJnad 
-dB aqq Xjuq -Japjnui seav siqq 'uoiqiuijap Xue Xp 
pap s^jauooqas aqq uo SuiuiBajos pooqs oqAV uojp 
-pp puE uaiuoAV aqq SuuaqqSnEjs ‘ajy pauado pun 
a 3 uBj unS-auiqDEUi oq pasoia qEoq-n aqq opE qnoqqjAV 
sjaSuassEd puE[sj qqiAi papAioja seav simoss"^ aqX 
•aauaptAOjj pjQ puE SAvajpuy -qg uaoAvqaq 3 imos 3 'ii 
jauooqas aqq piEiXsAv qEoq-n paaEjjns e 3,3 aunf uo 
puy -BpnzauaA ‘cqjEjy nquEg yo pauAvop ajoAV uaui 
-quBqDjain oAvq qnqq aaqjc Suof qofq qnqoqsrjo 30 sapiu 


gi utqqiAV jaq paqsnquiE qnqq sqEoq-fi OAvq jo ajyqaqs 
aqq Xq quns seav jaqunq qsiqijg e h aunf uo uaqx 

•Xeav Xjjaui 

jaq uo quaAv esi-fl oqx ’ssaaons qnoqqtAV seav qajEas 
aqq SJOAiAJns ui SuiSujjq J03 qdaaxa qnq 'qEoq-fi aqq 
J03 qajEas paqEuipiooa e apEui AUHvg puE f>iosiag[ 

•qunq aqq pauiof auEjd Xuijy 
UE puE qjEJDjiE Xaem jEjaAag -jaquEq Xae^i e qqxAV 
jEqoqstJ^ qE paAiJjE qsnf Suiaeij jaiujoj aqq ‘(spjouXa"^ 
'X japuEoiiuo^ quEuaqnaiq) Airavg puE (uappuajj 
"a ‘A\ JopuEuiuioQ quEuaqnaiq) Nosiaj sjaXojqsap aip 
papn^aui dnojQ qsEX oyx ‘XqiupiA qEqq oq paqsnJ 
aJOAV sjaqunq aqq pun ‘uojo^ jo qqjou sapiu 08 
aip UI jaq paqqods aunjd Xuijy uy 'GSI-fl op seav 
zqqq Xnp-aAy siqq J03 ajqisuodsaj auuEiuqns aqx 

•japEAUi aqq uAvop 
qunq oq dnojS qsnq e pajquiassn qooH uea lEjimpy 
ajiijAV ayjEjq punoq-unaqqiJnQ oq pasop seav inqoq 
-SIJ 3 -JEOjdn un ui auoz ieueq aqq qnd piEJ aqx 

•JEUE3 aqq jo 

aauEjqua Xjoa aqq qn quns pun paopadjoq ajaAV sdiqs 
oSjed OAvq qqg[ aqq uo uaqx ’lojqnd ajoqs-jjo uo ajaAV 
mvK'jj.vx pu'^ ‘3300 'Ainivp pun 'naju unquauA sip 
UI Xsnq SEAV siMoq oippi (o[-6 aunf) aiup .sXnp OAvq 
UI Slip py 'ODUEjqua ieueo aqq 30 saptu og uiipiAV 
paojqodjoq seav sniy; qnoqunS 30 qjoasa japun ueui 
-quEipjaiu E pun ISAvajpuy -qg pi”’- aauopjAOj j p|o jjo 
sjoiEAv aqq ur pauAvop ojoav s[assaA aajip :puE|si ueaij 
jjO quns-opadjoq ojoav sdiqs oSjna OAvq ‘ounquEajM 

•Xeave qoS qns 

aqq qnq— qjuj E uo sajnSy paqiipinua qqSia — sjoaiajus 
aqq punoj aqs jaqnj qaaAv y ‘sjoaiajus s.xovivnnisjM 
aip pun qns aqq joj qunq oq pajapjo seav aqs avou pun 
‘qsaA\ Xa'jj oq sdiqs qsnup OAvq Supjoasa uaaq pnq aqg 
•naJE aqq wojj jej qou seav (ujoqso *a M Japuniu 
-luoo quEuaqnajq) 3 mop •unqEDUA JP puEisj laiunz 
-00 Jnau paopadjoq pun paqsnquin seav XDVivnnrjjy 
jassaA oSjna aqq 'auo^ ieueo aip Joj sajoqs Xuuy 
ipiAv uapnx ’qaiuqs JapnAUi ize^st aqq q aunf uq 

•saipu 30 quamssEJJEqiua he qqiAv pauap 
-jnq qou seav puEuiiuoa s.qoojq uea puiiupy -iiaqaEj 
-ap SEAV vqivovpvj 3 EOqun 9 'g aunf uo puy meoS non 
-aaqap luapoiu paqaE] sqnoqnnS aqx MEpEj 30 qyoiiaq 
qnoipiAV papojiEd sjaXojqsap pp Jnoj aqx 'sniuipsi 
aqq jo sopis ipoq uo Xqnp apnop pip sainqd aqq qnq 
'(E Sup\pEp) aojqx pjqEj jo SEUipnEO H aqq 
Xq papiAOjd SEAV qjoddns Jiy ‘sqqaEX paiiUE 30 aplnoa 
E pun ‘qnoqSnq n 's.oj Jo Jtnd n '31113 puu viivoviiq 
sqnoqunS aqq aiaAv s.qq Xpapp asaqq Siuqjoddng 
•painnqjDAO Suiaq seav ‘.u.omvx 0333 -f 
aqq 'jadid-jtioj jaqqouy -3300 P^’^ 'tivn.u,vx 
'AW ivp 'smop-sjoXojqsap ajqnjauaA jo uoisiAip 
auo aiqEpEAE pnq qoojq; uea injiuipy quiod paoj 
siqq qaaqojd ox •Suiddiqs XjEqipui 30 aSnuuoq qsEA 
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paqDEojddB auKjd 3 duessibuuo33j: izbm e x Xxnf uq 
•E 3S ajiqM 3^3 J3JU3 puE Einsuiusj exo-^ 3txj oj 
E sg sjuajEg 3 qj qSnojqj jsEaqjnos Sunvws uaqj ‘puEXsi 
jEag; puE uaSjaqzjidg pjEAvoj pjEAvqiJou panuijuoD 
‘puEisj ua^Ejq UEf jsEd 3U3 av ‘qoEj iSEa-Xq-qjJou e 
qooj 'puBX 33 i ujaqjjou pajjiqs ajnoj s,Xoauod aqx 
•X^ijnoss JOj sdiqsjEAi. SuiXuEdraoDDE aqj uo papuad 
-ap uarajuBqajaui asaqj XxxEjnqBxq -sunS auiqoEui 
jaqiiEa-og- puE jaqiiED-og’ paixiEo jsai aqx ‘s,VV 
-g qjTAv paimE ajaAv uaxujuEqajani UEaiiauiy aqj jo 
aajqj Xxuq ’unS JaqjxEa-og q^uix b paijjEO (XjxsiSaj 
EuiBUBj) diqs auo jng ‘suodBaAV Jiaqj UEqj jamojs 
ajaAv siauunS aq] ‘pjEnf) panuy aqi joj sy 'paAxos 
-sip uaajDS jJODsa aqx 'uaas aq xxi^ ‘pjErif) 

paraxy lEAEjfq aqj puB uaaxjs qioasa s^Xoauoo aqj 
aiaAV aiaqi uaqx ’aoioix xaoddns s,uoxxxuieH lEltiupy 
OJ dn sBAi asuajap aoBjans s/oauod aqj jo qinq aqx 

•XoAuoa aqj papiE aajoj SuijaAOQ 
s.XaAox x^-iinipy juajxa jEqj ox '-tiEi Joq ojui qoEq 
pa jap JO SEAi zxwEix 'uoSjaqzjids jjo aajoj SuiJaAOQ 
patllV aqj jo aauasajd aqj pajjodaj sjnoas jib uEinjaQ 
SB uoos SE jng; -sjaqtaoq pasEq-puEi puE sjEoq-fx jo 
ajy aqj japun aniBO X[snoauEjxnuiis jr sb Xoauod aqj 
aoEuaui OJ pjof^ uajxy jo jno zxheix pai 
aXJjEq E puas oj sem uexj ,/jiquiEO s.jqSiux,, paiiea 
Xaqj uoijEJado ue uoijoui ui jas XjiEJiuipy uBuuao 
aqj ‘pauijojui snqx 'ajEp Suiijes sji uaAa ‘dn-aqEoi sji 
‘XoAuoa suoijiuniu Siq aqj jnoqE Aiauq sizbm aqx 

•aauEjsissB jaajip 

XuE puai OJ axqEun sbay aauaq ‘XoAuoa aqj raojj 

juEjsip JEJ EajE UE OJ pajJOAip SEAV duojS qsEj xnjJS 
-A\od siqj ‘pajEujuaAa ji sy •(pEa'a ‘x "H J 3 puEUiuio[) 
juEuajnai^) UNiH'a puB 'gx AiQsaQUioQ ‘ueuujejj 
'D ’3 japuEuiuioQ JO diqsSEy ‘(jojXex 'y '3 JapuBui 
-ino 3 ) iNv>iAVj\[ SJaXojjsap uBaijauiy puE 'sajjaA 
-JOD puE s.QQ qsTjTjg JO uojpEnbs E ‘sjasinja qsijijg; 
aajqj ‘jaijJEo jjejdjie qsijijg e ‘diqsaiJjEq UEaijauiy 
UE 'diqsaiJjEq qsijijg; e papujaur aajoj aqx 
-uoa punoqjsaAV e jo ujujoj ajES aqj joj aiqisuodsaj 
osjE SEAV JI 'pjofj uajjy je passq sdiqsjEAv UEUijao 
aqj Xq jsujqj ajqissod e uiojj XX'&d ^oauo 3 ppjqs 
pinoAi ji ajaqAi 'uaSjaqzjidg puE puEjaai uaaAvjaq 
sjajEAi aqj ui ajBJado oj sbay aajoj qsEj siqx 'j^^P sno 
-lAajd aqj avou EdEag uiojj pajiBS pEq ‘XaAOx uqof 
•^FS IBjiuipy Japun 'aajoj SuuaAOQ pajiiy aqx 

•nvKos 

’S'JAI’H jaXojjsap pjiqj aqx *8 uo-jisa(iuio 3 
‘uoopq •,! •(! uiEjdE^ jo diqsSEg seav jauijoj aqx '(uos 
-ijjEH "a "a JapuBuiuio^ juEuajnajx) NYMO-a puB 
(sqqiQ ‘ii -3 japuEuiuio^ jUEuajnaiq) iHOiXA\Niv^ 
aqj— UBOuauiy ajaAi sjaXojjsap aqj jo oavx 'SjaXojjs 
-ap aajqj pauiEjuoa qaiqAv uaajas e puB ‘vsoouvosnx 
puE vxiHOi^ sjasinja uEaijauiy ‘aaoxHoiq puB noq 
-N ox Sjasinja qsijijg jo pajsisuoa aajoj jjoddng aqx 


•jiBjjg qjBuiuacx ui XoAuoa aqj uiof oj x ‘puBj 

-aai 'pjofjsipias uiojj pajiBS ‘•N‘'a 'uojxiuieh 'a 'H ’7 
jEJiuipy JBa-a japun aajoj jjoddng paipy aqx 

•jjEja jaxiEuis uaAaja puB 
‘sauiJEUiqns oavj 'sdiqs qEg OA\j ‘sjaXojjsap xis papiA 

-ojd Xaem x^^o'a ‘aSEjJoasa aqj joj axqisuodsaa 
'2^61 ‘IZ 3“tif uo qiAEfqXa-ji uiojj papES (uBaijauiy 
uiaqj JO zz) sjassaA juEqajaui gg jo XoAuoa aqx 

‘Eissna 

paSaisaq joj suoijiunui jo qjjoAV .sjEpop uoiqini 
pajpunq uaAas aiuos SuiXjjeo sbaj ji -uiBJj-diqs Siq 
E SEAV XX'bd ^OAUO^ -jjoasa aqj pajuauiaxddns saajoj 
BuijaAoa puB jjoddns jnjjaAiod puy -sjajEAV asoqj 
UI paiquiassB jaX saajoj jjoasa jsaSjEj aqj jo auo jo 
pjBnS japun puEjaai uiojj pajiBS sdiqs aqj jEqj jdbj 
aqj Xq ‘jaAaAvoq 'paSsjnoaua seav aauapquo^ -spjEZEq 
aqj JO aJEAVE Xjjnj ajaAv XX-^<i Xoauo 3 jo uaui aqx 

'Bag ajiqAi aqj uAvop 
jnEq Suoj E Xq Xaujnof qsuEUijnjiq aqj papuajxa ji 
jEqj UI ‘snojTjad ajoni uaAa seav jaSuEqajy oj uiu aqj 
puy -saAiq ajjEAvjjnx qjiAV aAijE puB ‘sjiex jEoq-fx jo 
jEJojjix B SBAv jSEoa UEiSaAUOjq SuiquEg aqx 'sqaEjjE 
izBjsi jaijSuB puB 'sBas XjSub ‘jaqjBaAi pBq joj uoij 
-E jndaj XJAa ue paJinbaE XpEajiE pEq una qsuEuunj^ 
aqx ’uoisjnaxa xnjjqSijap e ajBdiaijuB jou pip XoAuoa 
XaSuEipjy-oj-puBiaai siqj pauuEui oqAV uam aqx 
qBapjo asjoAV b pajajjns auoxq qaSuEqajy 
-puEiaai— xi-^d iioAuo3 jjEap seav se juauiqsiund ipns 
uaAiS ajaAv sXoAuoa Avaj XxuiEjja 3 ,/jbav ajijua aqj jo 
ajjjEq XoAUoa jsauiraijS,, aqj papua uaaq SEq siqx 

(aQvcn. 

-jfti'j snsxda s,(j(j) un}£ Jfsuviuxnj/\[ ai/x “O 

•jaAO SEAV agEJj jbueq buibubj 

uo zjjiq izEM aqx 'UAVop siuoqjBj oOffI ^av ggi-Jl 
•sqjdap aqj uiojj Suisij jlijs seav jio 
Xep jxau jng 'aaEjjns aqj uo Suiqjou punoj SuiqajEas 
jEpEJ JO jqSiu y ’daap sraoqjEj QOSl -isiuAV mojj 
oqaa SuuaAVSuB ou uiEjqo pjnoa quauinjjsut punog 
•jEaS uoijaajap qjiAV EaJE aqj paqojd aNAVoasNVX 

•adEasBas Xq-jBau 

aqj pajadjEO jEqj xjo jo jjaAvs Suipuajds jeojS e auiEa 
dn uaqx japun Japunqx 'PFuj XxajEijdojddE 

saSjEqa qjdap X I Jo ujajjEd y 'unj qsijq y 'uoijisod 
qaEjjB OJUI diqs siq pajaAnauEUi Sjaqparag ‘suoij 
-Ejs ajjjBq OJ paaBJ uauuaXojjsap aqx "jaBjuoa punos 
djEqs B dn paqaid (Jq aqj ‘jaAO SuiqBj jajjB jnoq 
UE JO jajJEnb e uiqji^ qaSjBj aqj uo pEaq b jaS oj 
qjOAV OJ jas pus ‘gSb'Dd psAaijaj aNAVoasNVX 
•qjgl axp JO SuiuaAa aqj ui ggSI 3® auaas aqj paqaBaj 
' aqs ‘paads doj je junq-qns aqj uiof oj pajapjQ 
•jjoasa XoAuoa e sb paAiJJE pEq aqs ajaqAV ‘jEqojsiJQ 
UIOJJ paqajEdsip ‘(m Sjaqpauig •'a ’M. -lapuuni 
-uioQ juEuajnaix) aNAvoasNvx jaXojjsap aqj jajuj 



3AB3I pinoAV ajnjJEdap Jisqx 'PHaqun ui sieuSis sqi 
p3J«s aDJOj i-iodcrns aqJ ur sxao^o mouamy 

■aaxivos ox 

SI aoamod X Nvissnn ox aaaooax aNV asaajsia 

01 SI AOANOO saiHS aovxans ivoax xvaanx ox onia\o 
(I 33 JS HOIH XV oavAiisaAv ox AivaaHxiAi aoaoJ aasinao 

:3.8ESS9tii [Epnxj aqi paiiinisucxi uoqtiuGH 

•E 31 E XoAUOD 3 ifj 5inb 01 sdiqsjBAV 
suoniracH lEJrrapv ^uwap-io ipjcdsip iejkj e ao-ioj 
jioddns ^OAUOD atp oj luas XqEJiuipv qsijug aip 
5Uiod ponix) icqj IE puv -SuiUTEinaj XEAiqSiq qsuEiti 
-jiijAT aqi JO soifoi Xueoi 3 J3AV ajsqi -uaSjaqzpds Jo 
xpnos isnf Eissn^ oj ainoj sip uo luiod i_Eip psipsaj 
psq XoAHoa sip uni sqi jo sSeis jEip ie 'jsasavoh 

•Xjnf JO ipjnoj jEtp uo uaio 
j3if Sarpioq seai r-t>J j^oauoq os -uinisi uy syaquisH 
pi3A3s paSsniEp psq sqs puE 'qq UEDtJaiuy sqj uo 
painful u33q pEq ueiu Ofq -lood seaa uiyn s.Xiuaus sip 
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qxjou aqx uo pauopisod sbav (pjbavsq ’H ‘V -ispuEui 
-uio^) ANava^ ’suoixBxs aAixaadsai Jiaqx qoox nossdib^ 
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-sip ‘siaSuE-g; Xuijy 'saijiaj apxn 3un|q, uo paAvoxs 
Suiaq aaaAV oEaS jeav puE sdaaf pasou-pnq 

03 uAvop SuiaaquiEp puE 'sxau oSaED uo sapis ,sdiqs 
aaAO SmoS aaaAV sdooax 'XJBaa SuipuBj qxiAV apsnq-E 
SBAV BP.IB xaodsuBax aqx 0010 ^3 '8 JaqinaAoiq jo Sui 


-uaoui aqx ui OO^'O -loj ^as sbav Bipqajq aoj anoH-H 

•ppgoiB 

XaxuEXx aqx aanxdBD 03 uoissiui jBpads uo xuauiqaBx 
- 3 (j aaSuB-a B qxiAv XaxuBXi xaoj 03 noqag aip dn 
uiEaxs 03 SBAV svnvQ aaXoaxsap ‘Bipqaj^q pazias sdooax 
xjuEssB aijqAl qauuBqa aauBaxua aqx jo apis qxnos 
aqx uo Xxxaf aqx paSSnq paiqx aqx fXaBnxsa aqx jo 
qxaou sajiui anoj paxEDoj sbav aaqxouB Iqxnoui aaAia 
aqx Avojaq sapui aaaqx Xe[ auQ ’sSuipuBi Eipqaj^ 
aqx aoj paqaBui uaaq pEq (saipnaq OAg aaaAv aaaqx 
aaqxaSoxjB) spBaqqoEaq uieui aaaqx ‘uoixisod qoEXXE 
paqDBaa dnooS aqx uaqAv xSg 2 3 ^ sqDoja aqx 

•Bipqajq 50 Xixaaaip saaxBAv 
aqx ox dnoao qoEXxy uaaqxao^I aqx papinS aqs qaiqAV 
jaxjE ‘xg anpEa e qxiAv jjasaaq Suixedoj Xq Euimapp 
aaq paAjos uo'a uodnaaaqx •auiaEuiqns aqx aXBaoj ox 
aiqEun sbav aaXoaxsap aqx ‘ppoAV aqs sb avoj puB qSiq 
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bombaidment was begun a little after OOOO, 'J'Jie 
shelling obliterated the lone Japanese vessel on hand 
and made hash of a number of Jap seaplanes. 'J'he 
Jap labor battalions fled. The Jap soldiery, over- 
whelmingly surprised, fired a few hasty shots and re- 
tired. 

In the afternoon of August 7 a floch of some W. 
Japanese bombers from Rabaul delivered a ajuntcr- 
attack. Carrier aircraft and AA fire from the screen 
blasted a score of these bombers from the sky. Jiut 
not before the Japs shot down 12 Arncrk^n 
planes, and damaged an American destroyer. 

The victimized destroyer— the first to be s'/^rehM 
in the Solomons crucible— was the UAS. bft.'oro’^.o 
(Lieutenant Commander E. W. Young; - At H57 of 
that D-Day afternoon six Jap dive-bombers 
the destroyer formation. Mccroar/s grrns rom.ed m; 
the AA shooting: match. Two Lom.bcr." crstr.o'f m. 
flames. Then the oriiers roared coo.m. on hfnosorov, 
strafing and bomhing as they earns, A oratfisd 

on ±e destroyer's deck, ripping up s sect.'or. o' 

of iron. Seventeen cf her cret-j' v'sre sla;:; fr. rivt o-r,- 
slanphn r.-r ty — ■=— were v'cmdsd. 
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pilot was unwilling to break radio silence. Not until 
his return to Milne Bay late that afternoon did he 
report the Jap warships. 

Due to a roundabout transmission relay (Milne 
Bay to Townsville to Brisbane) the word did not 
reach Admiral Crutchley, in command of the Allied 
screening force in Savo Sound, until 1839, over eight 
hours after the enemy ships were first sighted off 
Bougainville. The rqjort was simultaneously sent 
from Brisbane to Pearl Harbor, where it was broad- 
cast over the “Fox” system, by which means Admiral 
Turner, in command at Guadalcanal, received the 
word at 1845. As for the report from the pilot who 
sighted the Jap ships at 1101, it did not reach Ad- 
miral Turner until the next morning— after the 
shooting had started. 

This snail-paced report was the first error in a 
series destined to make Savo a name no Navy man 
likes to remember. Less reprehensible than the delay, 
but equally disastrous, was the pilot’s inaccurate 
identification of the enemy ships as “three cruisers, 
three destroyers, and two seaplane tenders or gun- 
boats." 

Because the airmen reported “two seaplane tenders” 
with the advancing Japanese force, Admiral Turner 
assumed the enemy contemplated an air attack rather 
than a surface strike. On Santa Isabel Island, 155 
miles northwest of Savo, there was a bay perfectly 
suited for a seaplane base. Logic suggested the enemy 
force would put in there. Foul weather which had 
grounded tlie American land-based search planes 
that day abetted this logical assumption. 

As for American carrier planes. Admiral Fletcher 
had precipitately witlidrawn his carrier force from 
the Guadalcanal area in the evening of August 8, 
reporting to Admiral Ghormley that his ships were 
low on fuel and his fighter-strengtii dangerously re- 
duced. 

At the very hour that Fletcher’s carriers were retir- 
ing, Mikawa’s cruisers were steaming down the “Slot” 
toward Savo Sound. By midnight of the 8th, the 
Jap ships, undetected since that morning, were at 
a point about 35 miles from Savo Island. 

On the same midnight, the submarine S-38, still 
patrolling ofiE Cape St. George, intercepted the Jap 
troop convoy which had finally been sent from 
Rabaul on Mikawa’s orders. The doughty old S-boat 
bored in and sank a transport. The other five troop- 
ships were immediately ordered back to Rabaul. Un- 
fortunately this offstage victory had no direct in- 
fluence on the Savo drama. 

Meanwhile Admiral Crutchley had disposed his 
screening forces in positions calculated to cover the 
Guadalcanal and Tulagi beachheads. Savo Sound 


had been divided into three sectors. A Northern, a 
Southern, and an Eastern Force were stationed in 
the respective sectors. The Northern force was 
stationed inside a triangle immediately to the east 
of Savo Island, the Southern Force occupied a trape- 
zoid to the south of Savo, and the Eastern Force 
operated in an area east of a line which .extended 
from the ^vestern tip of Florida Island to Lunga Point. 

Positioned to block the waters between Savo and 
Florida, the Northern Force consisted of U.S. cruisers 
Vincennes, Astoria, and Quincy, and destroyers 
Helm and Wilson. This force was under command 
of Captain F. L. Riefkohl in Vincennes. 

The Southern Force contained the Australian 
cruisers Australia and Canberra, the U.S.S. Chi- 
cago, and destroyers Patterson and Bagley. Ad- 
miral Crutdiley in Australia ivas in immediate com- 
mand of this force. 

The Eastern Force, positioned below Florida 
Island, ivas composed of light cruisers San Juan and 
H.M.A.S. Hobart, and destroyers Monssen and 
Buchanan. It ivas commanded by Rear Admiral 
Norman Scott whose flag was in San Juan. 

At Lunga Roads was Admiral Turner in flag 
transport McCawlev, 'with 19 troop and supply ships 
which were to be unloaded that night, some at 
Guadalcanal, some at Tulagi. A miscellany of small 
vessels was on hand with this shipping. 

An enemy trying to slip around Savo Island and 
get,into the Sound for a crack at Tulagi or Lunga 
Roads would almost certainly be intercepted by the 
Nortliern or Soutliern Forces on patrol. 

To tighten the guard, two picket destroyers were 
assigned to sentry beats outside the ivestern en- 
trances. Destroyer Ralph Talbot patrolled a line to 
the northwest of Savo Island; destroyer Blue pa- 
trolled a line to the southwest. Both Ralph Talbot 
and Blue carried SC radar. It tvas assumed that, 
making radar sweeps, they could detect and report 
any enemy forces which might attempt to pass nor 
or south of Savo Island. 

Analysts at the Naval War College have since 
pointed out that the disposition contained a num er 
of serious flaws; that the picket screen of only wo 
destroyers was weak; tlia't their older-style SC ra afi 
had a reliable range of no more than 10 miles, an 
that when each destroyer was at the far end o er 
patrol line, the "center” rvas not covered. Ari 
rairal Scott’s flagship San Juan, the only ship wit 
new SG surface radar, was located far in the easte 
backfield. . , r 

Again, the picket destroyers were not 
enough west to give the forces to the east o ^ 
Island adequate preliminary warning in the even 
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'ung northward, Chokai’s lookouts spied— or 
ought tliey spied-another destroyer. This could 
ily have been tlie Ralph Talbot. But according 
her log, she w'as tlien about ten miles away. Yet 
e lookouts did report a ship, and Mikawa sw’ung 
e column back on its original soutli-of-Savo course, 
eedless to add, Ralph Talbot’s lookouts did not 
e tlie Japanese ships. 

So both of the American picket destroyers missed 
le enemy. Because of unfavorable atmospheric con- 
itions and tlie background “interference" of Savo 
land, the SC radars failed to pick up tlie Japanese 
)lumn, and the eight Jap ships went by as diough 
ley wore invisible cloaks. 

Mikawa's column entered tlie passage between 
avo Island and Guadalcanal. And at 0134 the Jap 
lokouts sighted a tliird destroyer, range 3,000 yards. 
If the south coast of Savo Island, heading westward. 
)nce again the Japs enjoyed fantastic luck. For tliis 
)D was die U.S.S. Jarvis, badly damaged during the 
irevious day’s air raid. As will be seen, she was off 
avo at diat hour by mere accident, and if she sighted 
he enemy, she had no means for communicating the 
larm. Passing souUi of her, die Jap ships were safe, 
dikawa detached the destroyer Yunagi to protect 
lis rear from Blue and Jarvis. The column raced 
m through the passage. The foxes were in the hen- 
lousel 

At 0136 CnoKAi’s lookouts glimpsed two desuoyers 
lirectly ahead. These were Patterson and Baclev, 
icreening cruisers Canberra and Chicago of the 
Soudiern Force. 

On the port bow of Canberra, destroyer Patter- 
son (Commander F. R. "Walker) was die first Allied 
ship to sight die Japs. Instantly she radioed the 
alarm: "Warning! Warning! Strange ships entering 
the harbor !” But the time was 0143. Already die Jap 
cruisers had launched torpedoes. And now brilliant 
flares, dropped by Jap float planes, illumined the 
anchorage off Lunga Point and silhouetted Canberra 
and Chicago. Simultaneously Ciiokai and two other 
Jap cruisers opened fire. 

A rain of shells fell on H.M.A.S. Canberra, and 
the same time two torpedoes smashed into her 
starboard side. In an instant she was swaddled in 
flames and listing to starboard, disabled. 

After flashing a repeat warning by blinker, Patter- 
son s skipper had swung the destroyer hard left to 
bring her batteries to bear. The gunners fired star- 
shell; then Commander Walker ordered a torpedo 
spread. The torpedo order ivent unheard, but tlie 
s guns opened up with a roar. An answering 
salvo smashed her No. 4 gun, put another gun out 
of action, and started a fire. The blaze was soon ex- 


tinguished, and Patterson's guns kept on shooting 
as long as the enemy ships were in sight. 

On Canberra’s starboard bow, destroyer Bagley 
(Lieutenant Commander G. A. Sinclair) swung hard 
left to fire a starboard torpedo salvo at the enemy 
cruisers. So sudden was the attack that the torpedoes 
could not be readied for tin's salvo. Bagley continued 
to circle until the port torpedoes were brought to 
bear. The salvo was fired, but by tliat time the Jap 
cruisers were beyond range. 

While Bagley's torpedomen were striving to in- 
sert primers into the starboard "fish,” tlie Jap cruis- 
ers had turned northward and flung torpedoes at 
Chicago. At 0147 a torpedo smashed home, shearing 
off some of Chicago’s bow. Her gunners fired star- 
shells; tlie starshells were squibs. Unable to see any 
targets, Chicago floundered in uncertainty; then she 
spotted an enemy searchlight ahead. The light was 
from destroyer Yunagi. Chicago opened fire; the Jap 
destroyermen snapped off their light. The damaged 
American cruiser ran blindly westward, and so on 
out of the battle. 

Having dealt with the Allied Soutliern Force, tlie 
Jap cruiser column split up, racing nortlieastward. 
The split-up— unintentional, as die ships fell out of 
formation— left Ciiokai, Aoba, Kako, and Kinugasa 
in column to die east of Yubari, Tenryu, and Furu- 
TAKA. Running on roughly parallel courses, the two 
Jap groups had die fabulous fortune to catcli Cap- 
tain Riefkohl’s Northern Force betivixt and be- 
tween. 

The Northern Force had been steaming between 
Savo Island and Florida Island, following die legs 
of a square or "box patrol.” The three American 
cruisers were in column, Vincennes leading Quincy 
and Astoria. Destroyers Helm (Lieutenant Com- 
mander C. E, Carroll) and Wilson (Lieutenant Com- 
mander W. H. Price) ivere screening aliead of Vin- 
cennes, 

Moving at 10 knots, die American ships were turn- 
ing die soudiern corner of die square, and heading 
nordiwestward, ivlien Ciiokai saw them and opened 
fire with torpedoes and shells. A moment later Aoba 
caught cruiser Quincy smack on the quarter ividi a 
glaring searclilight. Aoba opened fire. Blazing guns, 
whistling projectiles, and dazzling searchlights 
stunned the Americans. General Quarters had been 
sounded, but battle stations were not yet fully 
manned. Gun-flashes had been seen far to southward, 
but Captain Riefkohl had assumed Chicago was 
shooting at aircraft. To add to the night’s confusion, 
Chicago had failed to warn the Northern Force 
about the enemy cruisers. 

So Riefkohl’s force suddenly found 
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leaking, everything topside that could be jettisoned 
was thrown overside— boats and rafts included — to 
save weight. The engines were tested, and their per- 
formance was satisfactory. Admiral Turner was in- 
formed that the U.S.S. Jarvis could make Sydney 
under her own power. 

Admiral Turner dispatched a message directing 
the destroyer to stand by for an escort and then to 
depart by an eastern channel. Apparently Lieutenant 
Commander Graham never received these orders. 
Either that, or the message was garbled and mis- 
understood. At any rate, at midnight Jarvis steamed 
away from Lunga without an escort, and headed 
westward for Cape Esperance— another fatal move in 
the baleful series of errors that dogged the Navy in 
the opening weeks of the Guadalcanal Campaign. 
For crippled Jarvis limped straight into the Battle 
of Savo Island. 

At 0250 in the morning of August 9, the destroyer 
Blue, on picket duty off Savo, glimpsed the Jarvis 
rounding Cape Esperance to the southwest. Blue 
closed the range to identify the silhouette, and in so 
doing was diverted from the savage conflict at that 
hour raging in the Sound. 

Blue noted that Jarvis was limping along at 8 
knots, and trailing a long slick of oil. Satisfied as to 
the lamed ship’s identity, the picket destroyer turned 
away at 0325. Jarvis passed out of sight, gamely going 
it alone. 

Not long after daybreak Jarvis was sighted by a 
scout plane from Saratoga southwest of Guadalcanal 
at lat. 9-42 S, long. 158-59 E. The destroyer was in 
bad shape, down by the head and trailing oil. As 
she had passed through the thick of the Savo battle, 
analysts who studied that wild engagement con- 
cluded she could have been hit by fire from Chi- 
cago— a possibility, as she was within range of the 
cruiser’s guns. It was remarked, however, that Chi- 
cago was probably firing on the Jap destroyer 
Yunagi, then in the vicinity. And Yunagi, in turn, 
may have disabled Jarvis. For the Jap DD reported 
an attack on a “light cruiser” heading westward— 
undoubtedly Jarvis. 

In any event, the Saratoga scout plane was the 
last friendly eye to see the ship. Jarvis was never 
heard from again. It was presumed she had found- 
ered, and her fate remained a mystery until Japanese 
records were inspected after the war. The records 
disclosed that Jarvis was attacked and sunk by tor- 
pedo-bombers of the Japanese 25th Air Flotilla at 
1300 in the afternoon of August 9, 1942. 

Acting on word from Yunagi that the damaged 
ship was in the area, the Jap planes combed the sea- 
scape and found the target. The aviators reported 


that they took her for a “light cruiser,’’ and their 
onslaught was devastating. Jarvis never had a 
chance. 

“Our Air Force,” states Yunagi’s War Diary, "was 
ordered to attack and destroy the damaged destroyer' 
which split and sank.” 

Without lifeboats or rafts. Lieutenant Commander 
Graham and his men were doomed. All hands-some 
247— were lost with the ship. 

Loss of U.S.S. Blue 

If any ship seemed to steam under an unlucky star, 
it was Blue. When the Enterprise force was setting 
out on its pioneer war cruise. Blue suffered the first 
casualty by losing a man overboard. At Savo Island 
she had missed a Japanese squadron only 500 yards 
distant. Again, she had been diverted from the scene 
of action by contact with crippled destroyer Jarvis. 
She was the only ship within 15 miles of Savo which 
did not fire a shot in that sorry battle. 

Now, as though following some course prede- 
termined by destiny, she approached the climax of an 
ill-starred career. It was the evening of August 21, 
1942. 

At that date and time destroyer Blue (Commander 
H. N. Williams) was steaming in company with de- 
stroyers Henley and Helm as escort for supply ships 
Fomalhaut and Alhena bound for Guadalcanal. 
The convoy was under Commander Rdbert Hall 
Smith, ComDesDiv 7, riding in Blue. 

Indispensable Strait had been transited safely, and 
the convoy was off Taivu Point at the eastern reaches 
of Lengo Channel when Blue’s “final orders” came. 
They came by way of a dispatch from Admiral Tur- 
ner directing the Blue and destroyer HeniJey (Lieu- 
tenant Commander E. K. Van Swearingen) to leave 
the convoy and race ahead to Savo Sound where 
they were to intercept enemy naval forces bearing 
down on Lunga Point. 

The two DD’s peeled off as ordered, and sprinted 
at top speed for “Ironbottom Bay.” By mid-watch, 
August 22, they were in that dark body of water. At 
0324, when the destroyers were near the center o 
Savo Sound, Blue’s radar and sonar instruments 
registered contact with an unidentified target. For 
the next eight minutes her radar and sonar operators 
intermittently maintained the contact. Henley was 
alerted, and the two destroyers moved this way a" 
that at various speeds, like hounds sniffing an elusn 
scent. But the contact petered out; in the moon ess 
dark nothing was seen; at 0346 the DD s slowe w 
10 knots and patrolled at cautious pace, the loo 'ou 
tense and watchful. 

Another suspicious radar and sonar contact i 
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-EHXNa aqi raoi3 paqoEiap uaaq psq laXoijsap aq^ Xep 
^B ip -lajEAV Xqsnp ssoxjb Sutqutp aurinmqns 

paaBjins e paaqSis (ipa 1 ‘d x 3 puEuuuo 3 auEuainaiq) 

MOSAvab laXojjsap sg asnSny 30 Suiuioui aqa uj 
qEUEDiEpEnQ 30 isEa siaaEAi aqq 
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-uAVOiq,, aSuBJ-Suoi Suuij -uoijaajap jeuos aSuBj-Suo^ 
joj ajqBJOABjun XiJuapiAa aiaAv suoiiipuoa Bas puB— 
jsqjBaj,, adoasijad b joj J3ao 3 pooS— sdBoaiiqAV qiiAv 
psDEi sbav Xbp iBqj J33BAV 3qx ‘aojoj i3NraoH-'isvY\i aqj 
JO qjEd aqj ui Xjjaajip SuimuijAvs aq oj aunjjoj pooS 
jb3j 9 aqj p^q pBq sauuBmqns qjoq XjjuajBddy 
•sXbp oavj ui paqsiidmoaaB pBq ‘suouiojos ujajsBj aqj 
go ‘BpBtnJB jiE-aaBjjns s.ojouibuie^ UEqj saajoj aqp 
■Ej; qjnog s.XAEjq aqj qjiAv aoABq ajoui jqSnojAV pEq 
saujJBuiqns Xuiaua oavj aniij ^sajnutui Avaj b ut snqx 

•agpBj qjnos 

gqj ui jjaj laiJJEa jjejdjie painv aqj avou sbav 
x3NraoH uajSESip jofBui b sbav jsji apEuuiq aqj uo 
ajaAv vooxvHVg pus asradExiNj uaqAv auiij b je dsv^ 
JO Suijjuis aqj jug -XjajBS ui jBUEDjBpBnQ paqoBaj 
juauiiSa'a; auiJBj;^ qj^ aqj SuiXjjbd Xoauod aqx 

•qjEap Xjauiijun jaq pasuBO 
XqEnjuaAa juaraajqBsip jaq puy -paiddija XjpBq 
jaq jjaj ji jnq ‘jaq njq 3ou pip jsBjq aqx uaXojjs 
-ap aqj UEqj jajsEj sbav opadjoj aqj jnq ‘iujeje aqj 
pap aq aSpijq aqj 3Ao'qE uoijbjs siq uiojj 'Jaaqjo 
Xjauuno s.diqs aqj Xq pajqSis sbav puoaas b 'Xq pads 
..qsg,, JBqj sy -aSpop oj jaAnauBui oj ‘saAvojjng; ’X 
lapuErauio^ ‘uiBjdBD jaq joj auiij ui aqBAV auo pajqSis 
sjnojjooj jajj qiq b joj auij ui jqSij sbav q(j aqj 
‘jajJEnb s.VNnoBVO hxbom uo spjuX paipunq jejoaos 
■^^raq.o .laXojjsap ojui pauuuEjs opadjqj b ‘paSSnjs 
SEAv VNnoHV3 HiHOM sajnuTui oavj jnoqy 

•JOAVod 

uAvo Jaq japun jjod ojui pauiuajs aqs XpBnjuaAa puB 
‘sjouJi 9Z SuioS uo jqSij jdaq „uoSbav„ Siq aqj jug 
3pfs jjod Jaq ui ajoq JajBAvjapun snouijoua ue Avajq 
puE ‘dtqsapjBq aqj ui uaui aAq paqiq jSBjq aqx 
Xbave spjBX OOS 9tuos ‘vNnouvQ Hiuofq diqs 
•spiEq OJUI paqsBuis ji ‘jajBj spuoaas ‘uaqx usBiiSE 


'pajBjs uauuaXojjsap aqj sb jaaq s.Nixsnjq japun 
pauiniiqs „qsg„ XjpBap aqx ’^qBAV opadjoj b jo jqSis 
aqj Xq paqaoqs Xjuappns 3 j3av ‘Avoq jjod s.i3NHOH 
uo 'Niisnjq JaXojjsap uo sjnoqoo^ -uaajas s.x3NraoH 
UI sdiqs aqj jo jjb qoBOJ jou pip pjoAv aqj jnq 'sax 
jaAo uiJBjB aqj paaioA p^q snavousnvt xaXoxjsaQ 
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-jsBjq jBqj JO sajnuiui Avaj b uiqjiAV puy "qanjjs sbav 
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SBAV aqs qjBD asop b pBq x 3 nboh sq^ os puy "gj-i aqj 
SBAV jaq qjiAV TPS oqj uo auojB jou sbav aqs ' 61-1 
aqj SBAV xsv^ paopadjoj qaiqAV auuBuiqns aqx 

•diqs uajjoui aqj ui paqsuad 
pBq l^Z'Z JO AV3JD s.jaiJJBD aqj jo g6l auios •3MAVoa 
-SNVX jaXojjsap uiojj saopadjoj Xq quns sbav qjnq 
SuiuiBg aqj SuiuaAa juqx ‘juauiuopuBqB jaq japjo oj 
papaduioa uoos sbav uBUuaqs uiBjdBQ puB ‘XjjBUjaj 
-UI diqs aqj pajajjBqs jsBjq snojjsuoui b ‘jiq sbav aqs 
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•SAVBJjsqaBf aj3AV Xaqj qSnoqj se jib aqj ui sauBjd 
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•SNAVOUSNV'l 

jaXojjsap JO jaaq aqj japun passBd qjjnoj b puE 
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asauBdBf oavj ‘diqs aqj Suiavs pjnoa uBuijaqs ‘<1 ’d 
uiBjdEQ ajojag -pjBoqjBjs oj saqEAV opadjoj pajqSis 
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jjoddns B OJUI pagiun ‘sdnojS qsEj jaijjBO aqx 
•XoAUoa aqj jjoddns oj suiBaj X 3 NIB 0 H 
puB dsvAi pajaajip Xajuijoqo jEJiuipy ‘sdiqs 
-jEAi XABaq JO sauBjd jaiJjBa dBf Xq qoBjjB jsuibSe 
uiBjj-diqs aqj pjBnS puB jojjBd s/y jetjob ub uibj 
- uiBui ox ’JJODsa XABaq japun pauiBajs Xoauod aqx 
•jEUBDiEpEng joj ojubs njTjidsg uiojj jno jas ‘seS 
uoijEiAB JO suoijbS QOO'OSI puE juauiiSa^ auiJBj\i; 
q34 aqj SuiXjjbo ‘sjjodsuBjj xis jo Xoauod e ‘ajjjBq 
aSpi-g Xpoojg aqj jajjB Xup aqj ‘fi jaqmajdas uq 

•sauEj Bas aqj jaajojd oj jjbjdjie jaijjBa 
puE ‘sXoAuoa aqj uaajas oj sdiqsjBAV ajoui puy ’auij 
-oseS uoijbiab ajoui puB sauiJEj;q axoui ojoav pajuEyW 
•SuijpuiAvp XjjBnpBjS ajaAV ojubs ^^^i-iidsg uiojj sjuaui 
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PPTd uosjapuajq paAES sqaaujaqjBaq s,jjij§apuBy\ 
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doj-qEg paSKUiEp aqj ainjdED oj padoq pEij Aaqx 
•fEjaunj sqj uo ui oj Suidbi 3J3AV sdiqsxcAv s.aqy 
lEJinipv puB ‘jDipjap aqj pajqSis pEq sdef aip joj 
• oS OJ sjayCoJjsap aip joj aiup sbai ij 
puE ‘pajBop aqs pijs ‘qaEjs^Eq e aqji Suiuinq sbav aqs 
OfOZ PUE 'sduivy ojuj gsjnq doj-jEp paqsEjqi aqx 
qpqs qaui-g jo spunoj qO?’ -*3^0 Niisn jq puE nos 

-E3aNV paqsiund jEqj ojuj ‘aiijunS oj pajiosai 
Avou sjaAojqsap aqj ‘^EopE pauiEiuai xhneoh sy 
•sqaiq qjosqE p^noAV paq jaqjEaj 
E SE suoisoidxa aqi paqjosqE diqs SuiXp aqi }nq 
‘qSnoua XpjEnbs jaujED aqj qanjjs xis sjoqs iqSia jaq 
JO ’anui B uEqi ssaj jo aSuEj e qE saopadaoi Jaq pajg 
aqs 'A-u E JOJ Aeave pajEnbs nosehonv JaAojjsap og 
(jarjjED paSEuiEp sqj quis oj paqEj jiq qaiqAi. aajqj 
aqj puy ‘SJapoidxa jiaqi papooy jo daap uej Xjqs 
-qojd qajqAi saApaajap ajoAi aajqj jaqjo aqj pus sunj 
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qnoqE diqs aip qjaj uosej^ uiEqdEO 'SJOAiajos aqq 
dn qaid oq ui paAora sjaXojqsap gj aajoj ^sex aqx 
•pauopuEqE jaiJJEa aqq pajapJo uosEjq 'j sapEqo 
uiEqdEO puE ‘pjEoqjEqs oq XpAEaq paqsij xhneoh 
‘ jaq oqui SuiSunid Eas aqq qqjM •qsnais srqq oq pouad 
E qnd qraoq y -opadjoq jEqEj e Xq qanjqs SEAi 'qanp 
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UI ajoq aSjEj e qjaj qaiqAV japunjq e— aajoj ssiEd 
-OTXNg; aqq uiof oq Xeave pauisaqs pEq nv3Nnf jasinja 
'S’n 'l^uSjs E SuipEaJSij-^ uaAoa jie qnoqqiAv Jaq 
qqSnEa Xaqx ‘doq-qEU pajqESip aqq uo UAVop pajEOJ 
sauE[d opadjoq puE sjaquioq-aAip dEf jo qaoq e gjgj 
qnoqy ‘aiiqnj paAOjd xsneoh ^aes oq qjojja aqx 
uaiJJEa pauaqaEjq-ajg aqq uiojj paAoui 
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•sXonq saqaaajq puE 'sSuqs 'sqau oSjej Xq apsui seav jaj 
-suEJX ‘diqs aqq aAEaj oq pajapjo ajaAi oqAV uauijaijjEa 
jaqqo puB papunoAV aqq jjo aqsq oq uj pooqs sshooh 
puE 333ssn'a sjaXojqsap ‘uooujaqjE-pijq -sqouq g jnj 
-uiBd B qE jaqEAv aqq ssojob jaq SujjnEq sbav puB 'Avoq 
UI jaiJJBa paSEuiEp aqq pEq NOXdKVHXEOM jasinja 
jnoq uoou aqq Suijno; usneoh aAES oq SuiqqSg 
ajOAV II aaJOj[ qsEX ui spuEq jje uozijoq aqq joaq 
• diqs jaqqouE paAES psq UEUisuqaq qdapE ue Xq 
qjoAV paints puE Jaddiqs aqnqsB ue Xq Suiquiqq qam^ 
•paqEjauiaui uaaq aqs psq jaiAEaq qanui uaaq aAEq 
pjnoAV— papunoAV gg puE pEap gg— saiqjEnsEa apqEq 
jafi ‘uieSb jaAo auiEa sdEf aqq uaqAv SuiSuEq ajaAV 
sunS yy jaq puE ‘sujnq Jaq paAEj pBq Suiqunp aqq 


qng -Xeave jaq Suoavs Jaaqjo SuipuEiuuioo jaq uaqAV 
uojiqEg E aqij Suqzzis seav Avojd spaXojqsap aqx ‘apis 
-jaAO aSEqaaJAV Xjag SuiqsEAV puE jaaqs qoq Suiqauajp 
‘qaap aqq ssojas paainjs qaiqAV jaqEAV SuiuiEajqs ‘asoj qi 
uiE§y 'jaqqEj aqiqAV ui paijnq seav IqSnojq e oqui UAVop 
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-ap aqq ssojaE qdaAVs XEjds jo qunoj e ‘aqEAV Xuieoj 
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poo^ -aSpijq aqq uiojj uaui aAOjp puE ajqsEaajoj 
aqq idojj paqjnds sajy qoqpaj qnq ‘sauEfd dEf aqq 
qE Xeave azEjq oq panuiquoa sjauunS Jaq qjE puE sdiqs 
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japuEuiuioo quEuaqnaiq 'jaddiqs jaq uuoa aqq qy 
•HXiivg aip qE ‘iJE puE opadjoq ‘auEjd siq Sung luaqq 
JO auo puE 'Suiujoiu qEqq pooui upi-uvtf b ui uaaq 
aAEq oq uiaas sqopd dEf aqq qng -qnoqsEAV e seav qaEq 
-qs aqq puB ‘saopadjoq qsEajun oq qSnoua jsau qoS 
xnaqq jo auiu Xjuo •ssnidESXN^ qE padooAvs „saqE;^„ 
fq aujos ‘vjDEqqE Siiiquioq-aAip aqq jo aqEAV aqq uj 

•3SiEdE3XN3 uo qqSnEjsuo 
auEfd opadjoq aqq Suijnp qiq seav aqg •HXii'Jg JaXojqsap 
SEAV luiqaiA puoaag -apqEq aqq jo qjEqs aqq qE auiJEUi 
-qns dEf E Xq paopadjoq ‘e3xeoj[ JaXojqsap seav suiiq 
-aiA asaqq jo qsjij -ja^jod aqq jo pua qoq aqq papuEq 
ajaAv qaiqAV gj aajoj qsEX ui sJaXojqsap OAvq seav 
qi ‘qSnoua XjppQ -aSEUiEp jouiiu Suisued ‘Nvnf NVg 
jasinja qqSq puE vxoxvQ nxnog qanjqs squioq ‘vjaEqqE 
dn-Avopoj E uj -diqs aqq oq aSEuiEp punqanjqs ajaAas 
ou pasnEa qnq Avaja aqq oq aauajoiA qsTAEj qqiAV Xjnf 
-UI qjEap qaiqAV sqiq quioq aajip qooq asraxHHXNj 
•sauEjd SupjaEqqE aqq jo gg jo eg 
UAvop qoqs auojE vxoxvq Hxnog puE ‘suodsaAV XjpEap 
asaqq jo sqaqaiqq paijJEa vxoxvQ Hxnog puE 3SiExa3x 
-N3 -sunS yy adXq-sjojog -uiiu 
UI Avau Suiqqaiuos oqui uej Xaqx 3qq aAiAjns 

oq psiHJ uiaqq jo qsoui puE ‘qaEqqE aqq pajaAijap 
nxvTiinz puE nxvxoHg uiojj sauEjd gj, auiog -cjjj 
qnoqE paqaEqqE ajaAV XuEduio3 puE asraxESXNj 

•aajoj vxoHVci 

Hxnos-3siEdE3XN3 aqi qE paqsEj qjEjajiE Xuiaua uaqAv 
uijoqsjapunqq uoji jaqqouE pasiEj Xaip puE ‘asuaj 
-ap s,x3NE0H ui Suiqooqs qsEj jo qoj e pip sjauunS 
yy jaXojqsaQ -uaajas s.xsneoh ^9 pJBAvXqs Sung 
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pspESip Jaq uaaias 01 Sinja.vnaiiuui ‘(s^uof -q jaq 
j 3 puEraino 3 ) AV\ais jaXojisap 'auijiUEai^ ‘sqaap 
Avopq soEip pajilEq uauqojiuoa-aScuiEp joq apqAV 
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The breathing spell proved ilhisoiy. About 0505, 
the freighter Four Rasji'aht staggered out of line. 
At 0530, a near-by ineixhantman saw the freighter 
displaying a red light. Fort Rampart’s davits were 
outboard, lines were down, and her I)oats were in the 
water. In the gloaming of 0505 she had been tor- 
pedoed. Curiously enough, the stealthy attack had 
been as silent as a tiagger blow in a featherbed. 
Captain Mcineman reported: 

N’o explosion w.ns hc.ird. no signal made nor rocket 
filed at the time, and no report received from Omi- 
inodorc or the ships. Ksiorts present considetrd at the 
time that the ship was falling out due to defects. Arcotd- 
ingly, no search was ordcied or conducted hy csroits. 

Later that day Fort Rampart broke in tsvo. The 
derelict sections were sunk by destroyers of the 
support force. 

About the time this ship was torpedoed. .Spr.scrn, 
patrolling in the convoy’s van, sighted a dark object 
off the bow, aliead. She passed the word to Dias'tiujs, 
and the two peeletl olf to investigate. 'Fliai was the 
beginning of a busy morning for Ocean Lscort Unit 
A-3. 

For Spi;nci:r and her veteran crew the morning 
proved particularly busy. .At 1050 she was patrolling 
along as usual when Sound reported anoilier contact 
—range, 1,500 yards. 

Berdine’s Coast Guardsmen sprang into action. At 
e.xactly 1052 Spi:nci.r’s depth charges started rolling. 
Eleven charges exploded in a thundering pattern. 
And then another 11-charge pattern svas dropped 
at 1058. Ten minutes later SiTNciat, maneuvering 
between columns 0 and 7 of the convoy, was working 
to regain sound contact. While she probed svith her 
detection gear, she coachetl her sister Coast Guard 
cutter Duani: into the hunt. 

At 1117 the contact svas reestablished: range 1,700 
yards. Berdine ordered a mousciraj) barrage. The 
rocket projectiles soared away and silently plunged 
into the pellucid sea. 

About 15 minutes later the submarine broached, 
breaking svater astern of the convoy anti some 2,500 
yards from Spencer. The sub svas U-175, a 750-ton 
specimen. Badly hurt by the depth-charge bamigc, 
she had plunged to 38 fathoms before regaining 
depth control, and then, blosving all ballast, she had 
surfaced like a bale of cork. With decks asvash she 
turned to run. Spencer rushed her svith blazing guns. 

The crippled U-boat circled about helplessly. 
Duane opened fire. Armed Guard cresvs on the mer- 
chantmen open fire. Spencer’s gunners svere knocking 
the U-boat’s conning tosver into junk. Somehosv a 
submarine gun cresv got topside and fired a fesv 
rounds in return. During this savage excliange a 


shrapnelburst raked Spencer’s deck and eight of her 
crew svere struck. J. T. Petrclla, Radioman Third, 
svas mortally svounded. 

Berdine set a collision course to ram. But the 
assailed submariners had had enough, and Uicy svere 
seen abandoning as the Coast Guard cutter closed 
in. At 11‘15 Spencer’s gunners svere ordered to hold 
their fire. With Dia.ntiius screening, Spe-vcer and 
Duane, moved in to recover survivors. Forty-one of 
the Nazi undersea svarriors svere recovered. 

Captain Mcineman dispatched a Spencer boarding 
party to examine the U-boat svith an eye to possible 
.salvage, Esjjccially trained for such duty by Lieuten- 
ant Commander John B. Orem, U.S.C.G., the board- 
ing party svent alongside the svallosving subm.arine. 
Salvage svas found to be impossible. U-175’s conning 
tosver bad been punctured like a tin can on a boy’s 
rifle range: her jsressure hull svas niptured and 
leaking, .At 1220 (five minutes after the boarding 
party svas ordered off) the damaged submersible be- 
gan to sink. At 1227 the sub’s bosv angled sksnvard, 
and the ludk slitl dosvn under the sea, stem first. 
.•\nothcr U-boat done for. 

Convoy nX-233 svas about GOO miles off Lands 
End svhen this battle occurred. .Aircraft from England 
soon arrived on the scene, and from there on in the 
convoy marched along under a canopy of planes. 
With aircraft aloft, the U-boats svent under and 
stayed under. 

En route, the ocean escorts had fuelled 17 timei 
from four tankers. All fuelling, both alongside and 
astern, svas carried out satisfactorily and expedi- 
tiously. .Aside from the sinking of Fort Rampart and 
the collision of tsvo American merchantmen during 
consoy maneuvers, the ship-train got dirough widi- 
out casualty. .And the U.S. Coast Guard cutter 
Spencer had tsvo U-boats to her credit. 

The Battle of the Central Atlantic 

AVhilc anti-submarine svarfare raged in the North 
Atlantic in the first quarter of 1913, a similarly violent 
conflict stormed across the more temperate latitude^ 
of the Western Ocean. Tfie sveather in diese latitudes 
svas comparatively mild, but the svarfare svas not. The 
fighting raged from the Azores to Morocco and froro 
Madeira to the Caribbean island of Curasao. T e 
prize at stake svas the American trans-Atlantic suppo 
line to North Africa, the shipping artery that carne 
sustenance to the United States Army driving agaiusi 
Rommel. 

Actually (as in the Nortli Atlantic) there 
scs'eral of these shipping arteries. Cargo after cargo 
had to go across to the American forces in Not 
Africa. Thousands of tons of guns and ammuniuon 
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tanks, jeeps, and half-tracks— battle gear and K-mtion 
— tltousands of tons of everything an Army needs at 
tlie figiiting front. To keep Uic fires of ''Oj)eraiion 
Torcli" burning— that svns tlic Navy's transport mis- 
sion in the Central Atlantic sector. 

And the "Tordi" burned oil. Millions of barrels 
of oil. Literally millions of tons. All tliosc Army 
planes, tanks, jeeps, and armored vehicles consumed 
oil and gas in enormous quantities that created an 
unparalleled supply problem. The problem called 
for new pipe lines from .America, and in January 1913 
tlirce new convoy routes were established for the 
carrying of oil to the North .African front. The first 
of these new routes ran between Cura^o and the 
United Kingdom. The second, between Cura^io and 
Casablanca, with a Gibraltar branch line. The third. 
New York-Norfolk to Casablanca. Royal Navy escorts 
cooperated on the CuraraoUnited Kingdom haid. 
But the J 1 CW trans-.Atlatitic runs to Casablanca were 
largely under operational control of the United States 
N.avy, and much of the problem's weight fell on the 
shoulders of Destroyer's .Atlantic. 

One of the first .-A/S battles in the Central .Atlantic 
that season was fought by U..S. destroyers KAr.t.r. and 
P.snKrit, stcatrting as escorts with Convoy GlJF-3, 
bound for the States from Casablanca. .A fast convoy. 
GUF-3 containcil 21 ships disposed in 7-column 
formation. The escort group inchtded the battleship 
Nr.w YoPwK and light cruiser Piin.Atiri,t'HiA, aitd seven 
DD's in addition to K.\ltt.r. and Paukck. Rear .Admiral 
L. A. D.avidson, ComCruDiv 8, in Piut-Ntu i.ritiA. was 
Escort Commander. Captain C. C. Hartman svas 
Screen Commander. The convoy left "Casa” on 
December 29, picked up Gibraltar and Oran sections 
on the 31st, and was svcll at sea on New Year’s Day. 

By evening of Jamtary 3 the convoy seas beyond the 
covering range of land-based air. .And then, with c.v- 
plosive suddenness, the going svas hot. 

Action began svhen destroyer EAnt.r. made radar 
contact with a submarine. Eaku'.'s captain. Com- 
mander H. W. Howe, svas none other than the naval 
officer who had captained the destroyer Rorru when 
she scored DesLant's first war-time U-boat kill. Howe 
sounded "General Quarters”; tlic destroyer raced for- 
ward on the attack, and with a stveeping searchlight 
she caught the surfaced submarine fidl in the face. 
Howe ordered the gunners to open fire, and he was 
certain of two hits before the submarine submerged. 

Parker (Lieutenant Commander J. \V. Bays) raced 
up to join Earle in searching and depth-charging. 
The enemy’s silhouette had been that of an Italian. 
The submarine, however, managed to escape. It was 
luckier than tlie U-boat caught by Earle the follosv- 
ing night. 


This time radar contact was made at 8,700 yards. 
Pouring on the coal, Howe drove the destroyer at the 
target in a top-speed rush. .At 2355 the range was cut 
to 3,300 yards. Howe swung the destroyer to starboard 
to bring her port battery to bear, and turned on tltc 
searchlight to sweep the seascape. Tlic spot picked 
up a U-boat, and the destroyer’s gunners instantly 
opened fire, smothering the silhouette with shrapnel 
explosions, and lashing the conning tower tvith tracer. 
Eari-e's FD radar operator was able to trail the 
projectiles straight to the target, .-At least a doren 
5-inch shells* were seen to hit close aboard the sub- 
marine. Immediately after opening fire on the sub, 
Howe directed a torpedo shot that missed close 
aboard. I*or five minutes the destroyennen kept the 
guns going. When the cease-fire order was given at 
midnight, 35 rounds of 5-inch, three rounds of -50 
mm., and SfiO rounds of 20 mrn. had been shot at the 
submarijie. The U-boat dised a few seconds before 
the guns went silent; then she broke water like a 
porpoise, made a splash, and went under. The search- 
light picked up some scraps of wreckage, but a post- 
war search of German records failed to verify a 
U-boat lots at that time and place. l-Aidcnlly the 
stibmarine was only damaged. 

OmiDcsLant, Rear .Admiral Deyo, described 
EARt.f 's attack as ". . . n chsiic cxatnfilr of nggressh-e 
oction tu tr/ttc/t rodnr conlro! u'ns turd to hrst (id~ 
r’finmgc.” This, of course, was early in 1953, (By the 
autumn of that year, confidence in radar had so in- 
creased that it beemne the accepted practice to open 
fire on radar contact alone.) 

But if Earle failed to sink a U-boat on the night of 
January -1, the enemy w'as at least driven off. .And the 
U-boats failed to sink any of the ships in convoy 
GUF-.3. Only one convoy lost ships to Na/i torpedoes 
on the ncsvly established routes dur ing the first quar- 
ter of 1953. The luckless convoy w.as UC-1, rumring 
from the British Isles to Cura^io. 

Convoy UC-1 contained 33 ships. Most of the 
vessels svcrc tankers, on their way to the Caribbean 
for a refill. The convoy was escorted by six British 
corvettes and the American destroyers Madison, 
Hri,AKV P. JoNia, CriARi.rA F. Huoiti'A, and Lan.sdai.e. 
On the night of February 23-2-1, the convoy, off the 
Azores, was attacked by a large wolfpack. In spite of 
the strong defensive screen five tankers were tor- 
pedoed. Three went dotvn. Among those lost was the 
American Esso Baton Rouoe. 

On the 25th a radio dispatch from London in- 
formed the convoy that direction-finder bearings 
pointed to some ten U-boats lying in the convoy’s 
path. Alerted, the escorts tightened their defensive 
screen. The ships were moving in nine columns. Four 
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thousand yards ahead of the convoy, three British 
corvettes covered the convoy’s front. Destroyers 
Madison and Hughes patrolled on either bow of the 
formation. A corvette patrolled on either beam. Off 
port and starboard quarters, the destroyers Hilary 
P. Jones and Lansdale patrolled as rear guard. Di- 
rectly astern of the convoy a British corvette trailed 
the center column. 

That evening a U-boat, trying to penetrate the 
screen on the convoy’s port quarter, was driven off by 
Hilary P. Jones. Not long after that the same de- 
stroyer sighted and fired upon another submarine. 
Attempting to make a third attack, still another 
U-boat was driven off. Thereafter the Nazi sub- 
marines gave Convoy UC-1 a wide berth, and the 
ship-train made Curasao without further misadven- 
ture. Commending the American destroyers for their 
A/S work, the British escort commander wrote: ‘‘No, 
escort group has ever been better supported.” 

Three merchantmen were lost through wolfpack 
onslaughts on the cargo transport run. New York to 
Casablanca, late in January. These were stragglers 
from Convoy UGS-4. 

The Ordeal of Convoy UGS-6 

The second week in March, 1944, Convoy UGS-6 
was trudging eastward on the main line. New York- 
to-Casablanca. The ships had reached that lap of the 
voyage which entered hot submarine water in the 
vicinity of the Azores. Consisting of 45 vessels, all 
laden to the Plimsoll-mark with military supplies, the 
slow convoy must have looked appetizing to enemy 
periscopes observing its heavy-footed advance. 

And the periscopes were ivatching. However, the 
greedy-eyed U-boats took a second look before en- 
deavoring to attack these tempting targets. Convoy 
UGS-6 was under escortage of seven U.S. destroyers. 
This escort group, under the leadership of Captain 
Charles Wellborn, Jr., contained the following DD’s: 


Wainwight (Flagship) Comdr, R. H. Gibbs 

Tripfe Lt. Comdr. R. C. Williams 

Champlin Lt. Comdr. C. L. Melson 

Flagship of 

Comdr. B. R. Harrison, comdesdiv' 32 


Mayrant 

Ro^van 

Rhind 

Hobby 


Comdr. E. K. Walker 
Lt. Comdr. R. S. Ford 
Lt. Comdr. O. W. Spahr, Jr. 
Lt. Comdr. E. Blake 


These destroyers carried the latest in radar gear. 
Each was equipped witli SG, SC, and FD radar, plus 
the QC projector. They were not supplied with 
HF/DF instruments. Cominch, however, obtaining 
cross-bearings from D/F stations ashore, ivas able to 


track and report to them tlie movements of near-by 
wolfpacks. 

Apparently the Germans at this time tvere unatrare 
that their U-boat radio transmissions were subject to 
pinpoint direction-finding. But the wolfpacks in the 
Azores area might have suspected that UGS-6 was re- 
ceiving a continuous tip-off, for tlie convoy made 
numerous course-changes to side-step ambush of! the 
Azores. And the destroyers frequently peeled away on 
high-speed sweeps off the convoy’s flanks, blocking the 
approach of stalking U-boats. 

But even radar cannot eliminate tlie Luck factor 
in warfare. On March 7 an unescorted Nonvegian 
freighter, traveling independently, steamed over the 
horizon and blundered into the convoy's midst. Wain- 
WRiGHT made strenuous efforts to divert this vessel, 
but the Norwegian either misread the signals or failed 
to see them. As a result she collided with a cargo 
transport. The crash sank the Norwegian, disabled 
the cargoman, and necessitated the leaving of a 
merchantman behind for rescue operations. 

In spite of this nasty incident the convoy, depleted 
by two ships, made scheduled time, maintaining a 
9-knot pace. As it neared the Azores Islands it came 
under submarine surveillance. The scouting U-boats 
relayed the word to pack leaders, and the subs farther 
eastward ganged up to intercept. Then, on the eve- 
ning of March 12, the U-boat onslaught began. 


Champlin Sinks U-ISO 


The evening twilight had faded into darkness, and 
Convoy UGS-6 had reached the vicinity of lat. 37-00 
N., long. 40-00 W., when the destroyer Champlin ob- 
tained an SG radar contact on an enemy submarine. 
Time: 2150. Range: 4,020 yards. Champun’s skipper, 
Lieutenant Commander Melson, sounded “General 
Quarters,’’ and drove the destroyer for the target. 

At 2158 the submarine’s phosphorescent wake was 
sighted about 2,000 yards off. A moment later the 
conning tower was visible. Melson gave the order to 
open fire. Champlin’s gunners opened up, but tv'cte 
unable to spot hits. Champlin was almost on top o 
the U-boat— 150 yards— when the Nazi skipper puHc 
the plug.’’ Squarely into the bull’s-eye of the swirling 


water Champlin dropped two depth charges. 

The sea heaved skyrvard and crashed in a spreading 
sprawl of foam. Melson and crew followed throug i 
with four more depth-charge attacks, the last at 015 
of March 13. Thereafter the destroyer was unable to 
contact the submarine. A vigorous search plan 
adopted and continued until daylight. At OGD, 
Champlin’s lookouts sighted a number of oil slic ■ 
Examination disclosed them to be the lifeblood of a 


submarine, and Champlin w-as able to report a 


kill- 
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Champlin’s victim, identified by post-war records, 
was the U-130. This was the submarine that Iiad got 
in under the screen at Fedala Roads on March 12, 
1942, and torpedoed the transports Hugh L. Scott, 
Edward Rutledge, and Tasicer H. Bliss, with a con- 
sequent loss of 108 American lives. Champlin had 
killed a killer. 

UGS-6 Versus Wolfpack 

While Champlin was finishing off U-ISO, the other 
destroyers were busy driving off other submarines. 
The wolfpack continued to shadow the convoy 
throughout the daylight hours of March 13. Around 
2030 of that evening a straggler was torpedoed and 
sunk about 50 miles astern of the convoy. The de- 
stroyers made high-speed sweeps from bow to quar- 
ter-tactics which were employed just before the twi- 
light faded, and which may have disrupted a wolfpack 
attack. 

Similar sweeps were made on March 14, and the 
convoy made several course changes to throw off the 
trailing wolfpack. But that night the U-boats loped 
forward on the surface, to strike at the convoy’s rear. 
Again the DD's radar screen proved effective, and the 
pack was driven off. The following day Cominch re- 
ported that at least four U-boats were trailing UGS-6. 
That afternoon Hobby and Mayrant made high- 
speed sweeps to a distance of 10 miles off the convoy’s 
port and starboard flanks to drive the U-boats away. 

At 1830 on the evening of the 15th, Wainwright's 
hydrophone picked up the whisper of a stalking sub. 
The trace was evanescent, and after a fruitless 15- 
minute search of the immediate area, Wainwright 
resumed her normal patrol station. At 1852, the S. S. 
Wyoming was torpedoed by a U-boat which slipped 
under the screen from ahead. Executing a short-range, 
submerged attack, the sub opened fire at about 650 
yards to slam two deadly fish into the target vessel. 
Champun picked up survivors while Hobby screened 
and simultaneously made a sweep for the killer. At 
2304 Hobby gained an SG radar contact, range 9,000 
yards, but the sub escaped as the DD sent up star- 
shells. Late in the afternoon of the next day, more 
U-boat contacts "were made— this time ahead of the 
convoy— and at sunset another merchantman was tor- 
pedoed and sunk. Other ships in the convoy were 
narrowly missed by torpedoes. At 1903, Rhind had 
sound contact; she veered to avoid a torpedo, and 
thrashed the water with depth charges, but failed to 
kill her assailant. 

On March 17, at sunset, a fourth merchantman 
was torpedoed and sent down. The stricken vessel, the 
S. S. Molly Pitcher, was struck by one torpedo in 
the port bow— the lucky shot of what appeared to be 


a four-torpedo spread fired by a sub at extreme range 
on the convoy’s port quarter. The destroyer Roivan 
searched astern of the convoy for the U-boat, but the 
slippery foe escaped. The next day the convoy made 
large, evasive course-changes in the late afternoon to 
frustrate ambush. Patrolling well ahead of the con- 
voy’s front (a tactic employed to force down lurking 
U-boats), one of the destroyers put up an effective 
screen. Since the evening of March 17, however, 
UGS-6 had been provided with continuous air cover, 
and from there on in the voyage was untroubled. Loss 
of four ships was serious, but fatalities were unusually 
light. Only six men were lost in the ships sunk while 
steaming with the formation. Loss of life aboard the 
straggler was considerably heavier. 

Comments by Captain Heineman 

Captain P. R. Heineman, Atlantic Fleet Anti- 
Submarine Warfare officer, submitted an interesting 
critical review of the tactics employed by the escort 
group and the enemy during the voyage of UGS-6. 

Referring to Wainivright’s use of blinker tube in 
her effort to divert the Norwegian freighter which 
wandered into the convoy. Captain Heineman wrote: 

Use of a signal searchlight, loud hailer, herding, or 
gun-fire I believe preferable in situations of this nature 
where the merchant vessel does not respond readily to 
a blinker tube. 

The destroyers with UGS-6 made sound contact on 
11 occasions. Concerning this feature of the escorts’ 
effort. Captain Heineman observed: 

On four occasions sound contact was regained for one 
additional attack, but only once was sound contact held 
while three or more attacks were delivered. . . . The 
record of our A/S vessels . . . points unmistakably to 
greater emphasis on training to regain contact. It is 
considered that a larger percentage of kills will be 
achieved sooner if increased attention is paid to main- 
taining the contacts that are made. 

On March 13 the straggler (which was subsequently 
torpedoed) had been trailing along after the convoy 
contrary to instructions to follow a straggler’s route. 
By such trailing the straggler may have given the 
U-boats a clue as to the convoy’s main line of ad- 
vance. Remarking this episode. Captain Heineman 
noted that a radical course-change by the convoy 
might have proved effective. 

No enemy transmissions were heard on medium 
frequencies, but transmissions had been registered on 
high frequencies. With regard to this matter. Captain 
Heineman observed: 

UGS-6 had no HF/DF equipment vnth -^/hkh to 
evaluate these transmissions. If HF/DF r/ruH 
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have been obtained, the radical change of course might 
have been made in the right direction and would have 
had a good chance of being effective. A radical course 
alteration could have been made anyway, and the laws 
of probability should have given it a 50-50 chance 
of success. 

Concerning the wolfpack battle as it developed. 
Captain Heineman noted: 

A shift in type of U-boat attacks was (on March 14) 
very possible after the failure of their night surface 
approaches. . . . This could only mean submerged ap- 
proach. and the problem became one of time. Sub- 
merged daylight attacks had not been too successful, 
especially against an efficient destroyer sound screen. 
More success had attended the twilight attacks at dawn 
and dusk. With an east-bound convoy the dusk attack is 
the more dangerous. The U-boat would then have the 
convoy silhouetted against the setting sun. The moon 
would also be up at this time. The sound screen, there- 
fore, should have been effective and more alert than 
before, since radar had been 100% successful at detect- 
ing surface approaches. 

With reference to the action of March 16: 

The convoy course-change of 15° to port in the late 
afternoon appears to have left a U-boat on the starboard 
flank instead of ahead. The course-change was small 
enough, however, for the submarine to close to firing 
position by using high submerged speeds. , . . The actual 
value of the high-speed sweeps cannot be determined 
because they produced no sightings or contacts. It can 
be stated that the U-boat tactics appear to have changed. 
It would have been logical to assume that submerged 
attack at sunset would be repeated, since it had been 
used with success. In the absence of any firsthand HF/DF 
intelligence, it does not appear to have been feasible to 
vary the system of sweeps used for the past three days. 
Additional sweeps at different times during tire day 
might have helped. For the daylight period, an escort 
at visibility distance on each bow was desirable, with 
all other escorts in a sound screen ahead of the convoy. 
Improved sound screen coverage was the most apparent 
requirement. With no additional escorts available, sound 
coverage could be increased only by increasing the 
patrolling speed of the escorts already on station. In 
addition, a more radical course-change late in the after- 
noon should have proved most helpful in upsetting 
planned sunset attacks of the U-boats. 

With reference to a long-range torpedo attack made 
on the convoy on March 16, and the convoy’s evasive 
actions. Captain Heineman remarked: 

The convoy made eight course-changes in three hours 
and ten minutes, and the U-boat undoubtedly felt that 
in the growing darkness a long-range torpedo salvo was 
the only chance left for firing. . . . The radar screen 
was still effecdve. The sound screen had been efficient. 


although it did not prevent this attack. ... it seems 
to have been more than ever desirable to place an 
escort at visibility distance on each bow during the 
dawn to dusk period. ... It can be said that the shiit 
in U-boat tactics had been successful on two successive 
days. No reason appears that would forecast a shift in 
these tactics which were proving satisfactory. . . . 
U-boats shifted their approach tactics as soon as they 
realized the one they were using had failed. . . . 

An escort stationed well ahead of the convoy was 
more effective than bow-to-quarter sweeps in late after- 
noon. . . . Sweeps should be based on first-hand HF/DF 
intelligence in order to make them most effective. 

Captain Heineman concluded: 

Evasive course-changes, when a convoy is shadowed, 
should be large, radical alterations. The length of time 
each alteration is held should not be too short. . . . 

End of a Bad Winter 

American and Allied trans-Atlantic convoys took a 
beating in the winter of 1942-43 to the tune of 334 
merchantmen, nearly two million tons of shipping. 

Admiral Jonas H. Ingram tersely told the story in 
an informal report on the A/S campaign submitted 
to Secretary of the Navy Forrestal a year or so later, 
Admiral Ingram wrote: 

“The mission of the Atlantic Fleet was to keep the 
sea lanes open, to make an effective blockade of the 
Axis powers in the Atlantic, and also protect neutral 
shipping and Allied shipping. The Battle of the 
Atlantic is going to go down as one of the decisive 
battles of the war, because if the Battle of the Atlantic 
had not been won, war in Europe would not have 
gone on. In early 1943, when the Germans had as 
many as 450 submarines available, it -was ftist nip and 
tuck, and if they had kept on at the rate of sinkings 
of early 1943 for the remainder of that year, 1 doubt 
if there would have been any invasions in the Medi- 
terranean or Normandy, or any Great Britain." 

But the Germans did not keep on at that rate. By 
the spring of 1943, the counter to the wolfpack 
menace was in the making. Working hand in glove 
with destroyers and other A/S vessels, land-based 
aircraft had cooperated to form teams that had 
virtually driven the wolfpacks out of American and 
United Kingdom coastal waters. If such sea-air teams 
could operate in the mid-Atlantic, the U-boat prob- 
lem would be solved. That solution was on the way. 

By April 1943, strong destroyer reinforcements 
were emerging from American shipyards, and air 
umbrellas for convoys in mid-ocean were coming into 
being. These new A/S teams' influence on the Battle 
of the Atlantic will be detailed in subsequent 
chapters. 
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blanca in company with destroyer Laub, whose 
captain. Commander J. F. Gallaher, was senior officer 
of the two-destroyer task unit. At 0S50 Mackenzie 
had a radar contact on her SG radar, range 7,800 
yards. At 2,700 yards the radar contact was lost, but 
a good sound contact was established at 1,600 yards. 

Mackenzie made a run on the submarine, drop- 
ping a 10-charge pattern at 0439. While the destroyer 
turned to make a second attack, Sound reported con- 
tact at 500 yards. Miller ordered five more depth 
charges dumped upon the enemy. The barrage raised 
the usual geyser followed by a spreading maelstrom, 
then silence. 

For some time thereafter Mackenzie and Laub 
searched in the vicinity. But attempts to regain con- 
tact with the target proved futile. However, at 0458 
and at 0503 both destroyers heard marine explosions, 
similar to the blast of deep depth charges. 

The destroyers searched for wreckage— found 
nothing. No scraps of submarine; no oil slicks. Turn- 
ing their bows for Casablanca, the destroyers pro- 
ceeded on their way. 

The wreck left by Mackenzie’s handiwork was not 
located until after the war, when it was found in the 
vicinity of lat. 33-55 N,, long, 20-35 W.— in the Ger- 
man Navy’s records. The submarine that disappeared 
in that locale early in the morning of May 6, 1943, 
was the one sunk by Mackenzie. 

The records identified the victim as U-182. 

Moffett^ Jouettf and Aircraft Kill U-128 

In May 1943, destroyers Moffett and Jouett, 
veterans of the South Atlantic Force (recently desig- 
nated the Fourth Fleet), took care of a U-boat in the 
warm waters off the hump of Brazil, about 200 miles 
southeast of Recife. 

Submarine activity in Brazilian coastal waters had 
quieted down somewhat after the attack on Convoy 
BT-6 in March. In April a program of barrier-sweeps 
by aircraft flying out of Natal had been inaugurated, 
and, on the 15th of that month, planes of Squadron 
VP-83 had caught and sunk the Italian submarine 
Archimede. 

The destroyers of DesRon 9, under Commander 
A. H. Oswald-DAVis, Winslow, Moffett, Jouett, 
and Somers— operating with the Fourth Fleet, had 
made few contacts in March and April. But consistent 
support from land-based air presaged a livening hunt- 
ing season. And about sundown on the evening of 
May 16, two patrolling aircraft of Squadron VP-74 
sighted a Nazi sub charging its batteries on the 
surface. Out went the call, and destroyers Moffett 
(Comander J. C. Sowell) and Jouett (Commander 
F. L. Tedder) were rushed to the reported position. 


The DD’s had a long run of it. While they were on 
the way, the two planes bombed, strafed, and 
hounded the undersea invader. The saimmage be- 
tween airmen and submariners outlasted the evening 
of the 16th and continued throughout the early hours 
and tropical morning of the following day. At 1246 
of the 17th, the destroyers sighted the U-boat on the 
surface, 10 miles distant. They opened fire at 1303, 
range 5,500 yards. 

Two minutes later the DD’s ceased firing. Under 
a storm of shell bursts the submarine had disap- 
peared. But a moment later the U-boat’s conning 
tower was again in view, and the Moffett and 
Jouett gunners were immediately on target. Straddles 
were observed, and several smashing hits were seen. 
At 1309 the punctured submarine went under, leav- 
ing a cluster of frantic swimmers in her wake. 

Jouett covering Moffett, the DD’s ran forward to 
pick up the survivors. They found most of the sub- 
marine’s crew paddling and splashing around in an 
otherwise clean sea. No debris— no litter— no mess of 
oil. Fifty live U-boaters and one dead man were taken 
aboard the destroyer Moffett. The sunken sub- 
marine was identified as U-128. The German com- 
mander reported only three of the crew missing. 

The Tenth Fleet 

In May 1943 the Tenth Fleet was organized. 
Actually it was a fleet in name only. Operating 
through the Fleet and Sea Frontier commands, it 
exercised coordinating control over the Navy’s anti- 
submarine forces. Its business in this regard was 
wholly administrative. It was an agency dedicated to 
the development of A/S weapons and measures, and 
to the coordination of the A/S effort. In charge of 
the anti-submarine program, the Tenth Fleet con- 
tained the Scientific Council described in Chapter 
5. And among its other duties, it developed and 
had control over the forthcoming hunter-killer pm- 
gram. 

Admiral King, as Commander-in-Chief United 
States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations, assumed 
command of the Tenth Fleet, Rear Admiral Francis 
S. (“Froggy”) Low, assistant Chief of Staff in charge of 
anti-submarine warfare, became Chief of Staff of th£ 
Tenth Fleet, directly under King. 

Introducing the Escort-Carrier 

The vessel’s christened name was S.S. Mormacmml. 
She was a Diesel-powered, C-3 type freighter whiA 
the Navy had acquired from the Maritime CommiS' 
sion for experimental purposes. The experiment? 
Conversion of this cargo ship into a small flat-top- 
a “baby” aircraft carrier which could be employed as 
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.*?!» A/S escort for roinoy fliuy. or va nn nircrnft it.TtH- 
}>nrt, or, if Jiccd .nro'C, :n n suh'iiiusc for a rit't-linc 
cxtt'm. 

Her ronvtr^inn rcin5ni<^ccnl of the jof) that Itirnrtl 
the vctciaii foHici Jt'rit! n into the Navy';, firM carrier 
I.Asr.tJ V, the "haijv flnt-iop” c^imc tiown the ways 
catly in IfiH a;; the otij;inal e^eort-canicr l.oNc. 

TIuA new CVI* (C for canicr; V foi heavier 
than air: K for ewori) wa?, a mncJi stouter ship than 
i!ic CA-roHicr "Oui Oivi ium Wacon" of 1922. Lost. 
Is!_ANt(‘s sticTcssfuf perfounanre cstaiilishccl her as a 
ptoiotypc for the fleet of "baby flat-tops" rushed from 
Auicjifan huiUliiif; yards to fight the Ifattlc of the 
.Atl.aiuir. Contracts for mass conversions were fet in 
the spring of 1912. And .ns the U-boat battle roared 
into bigli gc.nr in the .summer and autumn of that 
yenr. the esrori-carricr building program was eventu- 
ally expanded to include "tailor-made" CVh’s, con- 
structed fiom the Keel up. Leader in this nesv 
foustnitiion was Henry J. Kaiser, the bottlcncck- 
litcaKing industrialist svhosc yards brought the 
"taiiot-madc" CVE's off the line. 

The cfcoit-carricrs created for the Navy another 
training prohlcm. Aviators in particular needed con- 
tidetahlc diill in taV.c-ofl and landing techniques, for 
the flight deck of the "baby flat-top" was ncitlicr as 
roomy nor as stable as ilic flight deck of a full-sired 
c.irrirr. ,-\s a Navy flyer with previous carrier experi- 
enre explainetl it: "I,ooking down on a CV, you had 
tlie feeling sou were going to land on a shingle. Look- 
ing down on a baby flat-top, you bad the feeling you 
were going to land on a pl-tying card— and it svas 
piobahly the joker, at that." 

Tor the sj>ecial training of aviators and crews, tsvo 
Crr.K Lake ’^teamets were converted into CkT’s, and 
the CVE Cn.sv.r.tv., commissioned c.arly in March 
1912, sv.as .asvigiied to training duty. Then the first 
new f unTtr:'.rricr on AfS tluty in the Atlantic was 
U.SS. Ikw.i r. (Capi.ain G. E. .Short). L.iunrhcd in 
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craft tlial was lolling like a b.ani adrift, .atuf aircraft 
Im.ving ti{) from that pitching deck like angry hornets 
leaving a hive. 

'riic U-hoatcr who spotted tlic first .American cscon- 
canicr was in for a decidedly nnjdc.is.int surprise. 
Tlic CVE svas qtiartcrhack of a team, a destroyer 
group devoted solely to the enterprise of sinking Na?i 
submarines with gunfire, hedgehog piojcctilcs, depth 
chatges, or whatever ,A/S weapon was available. .Any 
U-boat that got close enough to sight a baby fl.at-top 
and her companions would find it advisalrlc to go 
deep and rig lor depth charges. 

Entering llte battle of the Atlantic, the CVE-I)D 
team .set ont early in 1913 to turn the tide against 
the voracious wolfpack. 

Hoctu; began operations on St- Valentine’s Day in 
the North .-Atlantic- Site scattered a wolfp.ack of 11 
U-boats and scored her first kill late in May. The 
Kritish convoy she was escorting on that occasion 
made tlic trans-.Atlantic run unscathed. Dispatched to 
the Central .Atlantic, Bor.in: then joined forces with 
Card and Santi:!., hunting submarines on the sea 
lanes to -Africa. 

The U-boats were hard to find that June. Alarmed 
by the mounting casualties from air attack, Com- 
mandcr-in Cliicf Docnitr was calling home his nnfer- 
sccbootcu to arm them svith anti-aircraft g:tjns. .So 
the U.S. Nasy's new CVE-DD teams had to beat the 
hushes for game. And beat the bushes they did, driv- 
ing deep into the U-hont's mid-.Atlantic territory. 
Striking in the .Arorcs area in June, lUxiur. flushed 
a svolfpack, and licr aviators downed another Nazi 
sub. -At die .same time, Santix’s planes broke up a 
U-boat concentration in the .Aroics vicinity. 

Tficsc raids on tlic mid-.Atlantic "milk cosv” 
meadows came as a decided sliock to the German 
Submarine Command. No longer could the "tanker 
submarines" browse around the .Arorcs in bucolic 
pe.ace. Tlie thirsty svolfpacks svould now have to fuel 
on the fly. .And airc.ady, on .Ajirii 11, Admiral Dcxrnitz 
had rcjjoried to Hitler, ‘7 fear lf.nl tf-.n suhrnnrir,^ 
tear lAll br a fnilmr if r-r dn r.ot sink rr.orr ihipi 
thr.r: ihf tr.fniy is nbir to huifd.” .And in June 1915 
tlic U-!>.oats sank only 19 jncrch.anttnen! 

From tlic high crc't of March 19'S to th.e !o*.v 
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DD’s. Put together, the aircraft-destroyer combina- 
tion was a submarine Nemesis against which the 
Nazis had no countermeasure. 

Badger Kills U-613 (With a Footnote by Edgar Allen 
Poe) 

On July 23, 1943, while serving as screen for 
Bogue, the Badger (Lieutenant T. H. Byrd, 
U.S.N.R.) made sound contact with a submarine. The 
time: 1106. The place: lat. 35-31 N., long. 28-40 W. 
Range was 1,100 yards. 

Badger did not have much opportunity for pre- 
liminary sparring. Lieutenant Byrd drove the de- 
stroyer in a rush at the enemy, and with great skill 
and alacrity gave the submarine a going-over. 

Badger’s first depth-charge attack brought up 
nothing but the usual tons of salt water. A second 
run produced the same negative result— a roar of 
undersea explosions and a tremendous geyser on the 
surface, but no sign of submarine. Byrd maneuvered 
the old four-piper back into position for another 
barrage at a different level. Ashcans and teardrops 
splashed the sea, the TNT volleyed and thundered, 
the water thrashed and calmed. Evidently the sub- 
marine had gone deeper than the usual dive. 

Lieutenant Byrd determined to dig out the U-boat, 
whatever its depth. Ordering a new setting on the 
charges, he directed the firing of a fourth barrage. 
Commenting on this attack. Rear Admiral Deyo 
observed later: 

The estimate of deep submergence, and the use 
of his equipment available to obtain this estimate, 

•; indicates that the Commanding Officer, U.S.S. 
George E. Badger, understood and clearly analyzed 
the attack problem. A more uniform depth spread 
in the depth-charge pattern will obviously make an 
attack more potent. However, the results of this 
attack leave nothing to be desired in so far as its 
potency is concerned. 

Those results could only have come from a direct 
hit. In Badger’s wake the sea erupted with a roar, 
and -^vith the upheaval a swirling litter of weckage, 
debris, and human remains gushed to the surface. 

Searching through this residue of destruction and 
death, the destroyermen managed to identify their 
victim as the U-613. One of Badger’s crew delved into 
the ghastly flotsam and came up with a dripping 
book. Appropriate volume for the scene and the oc- 
casion, it was a German translation of The Murders 
in the Rue Morgue. 

Watercolor in Brazil Area 
During the summer of 1943, nine "milk cow’’ sub- 


marines were killed in their mid-ocean pastures by 
the combined efforts of hunter-killer groups led by 
Bogue, Santee, Card, and Core. Perhaps as a diver- 
sion, or possibly in response to one of Hitler’s 
intuitive inspirations, Doenitz launched a raid- 
summer submarine drive against Allied shipping in 
the coastal waters off Brazil. 

But Admiral Ingram, in command of the Ameri- 
can-Brazilian naval forces in the South Atlantic, was 
prepared to meet the U-boat threat. Flying from 
shore bases and tenders at Fortaleza, Natal, Recife, 
Balina, and Ascension, Navy-air patrols guarded tlie 
Brazilian sea frontier. The Fourth Fleet stood ready. 
German submarines were asking for trouble when 
they approached the Brazilian coast. 

Some 15 U-boats asked for it. Seven got it. Showing 
up off the Brazilian coast in July 1943, the invading 
wolfpacks immediately, came under fire of the air 
patrols. On July 9, one U-boat was sunk and another 
damaged by a converted B-24 off Recife. On the 19th 
one more was sighted and sunk by aircraft. Then, late 
in July, destroyers and aircraft teamed up to fight 
one of the war’s more colorful anti-submarine battles. 

Moffett and Aircraft Kill U-604 

This aircraft-destroyer versus U-boat contest began 
on July 30 when the U-185 was sighted off the Bra- 
zilian coast by a PV-1 plane. The aircraft dropped 
bombs on the U-boat, and radioed the word to 
Admiral Ingram’s Fourth Fleet. U-185 won the first 
round by eluding the aircraft during the last day of 
July. But the contest was only begun. The destroyen 
soon arrived on the scene, and they teamed up with 
the planes to conduct one of the war’s most persistent 
U-boat hunts. U-185 and her pack-mate, U-604, were 
spotted early in the first week of August. Thereafter 
the pair were marked submarines. 

For five days the two Nazi subs were kept on the 
run by bombs, gunfire and ashcans. They could 
hardly make a daylight periscope exposure without 
inviting attack, and when they surfaced at night to 
charge batteries they were spotted by radar's all-seeing 
eye. 

By the evening of August 5 the fugitive U-boats 
had retreated far to the west of Fernando c 
Noronha, But hard on their weary heels came the 
pursuit— long-range aircraft and the destroyer 
Moffett. The destroyer, captained by Lieutenant 
Commander G. H. Richards, was finding the chase 
exciting enough for any DD. Twice, while runnino 
through the night, she was mistaken for a U-boat ) 
friendly planes and subjected to a lively strafing- 

Fortunately the aircraft found the right target o 
August 6, and U-604 was put on the receiving en 
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o{ s •/.tafiiij: by J-A'o {)!:inn. 'I'hc plnnc? 

tlr^ipj>^(! bn;nbi on the csh.iti^tctl (oe, Bn<l 
NSon rri t.Kcil iiun the hay in time tn sit;lit the iul>> 
iisasisic befote the U-boaters were at)!c to tabe her 
(hi'.vn. 

lltnliin^; to the <pnt whcic tiic Jttb uent under, the 
drtjfO'.cnncn follov.-til iliroup.li with a series of licptlt- 
fhar{:c aitatV.?'. The enemy did not reappear after this 
'•iunr; over. Mon r rr made a <Iih‘;>,cnt search, but teas 
tmalde in regain tnntatt. Disappointed, the destroyer 
fm;d!y abandoned the hunt. There was no evidence to 
Mi}-,;est a bill, ami mtrdcsl MornTi' did not report 
a "probable." 

*J he stdrinarinerx in IJ-GOl reported somethinj; else 
ai;.un. .Stat;r,crinf: out fiom utnkr the depth-charge 
barrage, the IKhoat managed to elude the finger of 
.Mornrt'.s detection gear. Hut it svas a severely in- 
juied submarine that eventually strugglctl to tire 
surface and opened its hatches to gasp for air. 

Not long after that. U-OOl got of! a message to 
IMHa, uigently requesting assistance. A rendezvous 
Vwis escniually airangcd. On the 11th of .August, 
l*-lKj and 1M72 managcrl to meet U-COl at the desig- 
nated point .some fsOO miles off the Brazilian coast. 
'I he turn in U-(iOS were a haggard company of Ger- 
m.uis. l’,y dim of desjniatc damage-control measnres 
they lind l.ejn the submarine afloat. Bm the jncssurc 
hull w.as leaking dangcroiisly; dicnchcd electrical in- 
stalbations had shorted and btnncd out; Iraticrics were 
ti.uked; the divitrg machinrrs' was out of kilter. The 
h.utetcd suhmetsihlc was at the end of her ro)>e. and 
the German pack-commander ordered the crew to 
Jcmtle. 

Before D-fiOl could he abandoned, .a long-range 
l-ib-rraiof sii’.htrd the tiio of submarines and swooped 
do-.vn ou the attack. The N.azis ojjcned fire with anti- 
.’.ircr.tfi guns as the hondrer loarcd in. A lucky hit 
it.Muk homr, and the I.iiieiaior plunged into the 
ie;>.. ,'\H hands .also.ard the bomlser sccrc lost. 

1 rs' <>f the ndmiar iners wlur witne-.std it ss'ould live 
ts'» icii Ilf tins triumph. I'or the crew of U-f-Ol, irr par- 
ticular. -A.'..s jhis .1 Bvtihic victory. After tlic Lilseraior 


hackneyed, hut it hr.l dcsciibes ihc rre.- s of U-lFa 
•and U-f'Dl all in the same boat. Running home, the 
crowded stdmrarinc got as far as the v,,atcts off the 
.-‘szorcs. There, on August 21, it was c.auglit by air- 
rr.nfi from the escort carrier Goni.. 

Fotir of Qivrr.’s planes attacked. Dovvn c.imr the 
iracet.s and 'r.N l'. Riddled by hnllets and hl.as’.rd by 
bombs, U-1S5 plunged to the bottom. For the ctesv 
of U-G01 it was the last round of a contest told in in- 
$tallmcnt-s-a grim undcr.sca drama fot a Gennan War 
Diai7: 

U-bo.ai .ait.icket! in Br.azili.m ss.atrTs by .-iitcr.dt .ami 
cfcuioycr on Augint IDf.'l. 

U-boat severely tl.am.agcd by depth rh.argcs on .Au- 
gust ruh. 

U-bonl .abandoned .ami rctittlcc! ou .\ur,u*t nth. 
Cresv ir-insfcrrcd to U-lR-a. 

U-1F5 att.ackcd and sunk in Azores .are.a by aircraft on 
.August 21th. 

PoijJl-CotmtrrpoitU 

With the Brazilian campaign a fiasco-seven 
U-hoats lost, and the remainder flccimt home in vari- 
ous stages of despair and disrepair— tire outlook in 
Docnitz,*s licadquartcrs went froitr pessimism to 
gloom. During July and August, HDa, some 02 Nazi 
submarines had expired in the .Atlantic Battle, in the 
Mediterranean, and elsewhere. Oidy -11 .Allied .and 
neutral merchantmen had been torperioed and sunk, 
,Ai this rate of exchange the German suhrnatinc effort 
would soon he hnnknipi. 

The Germans’ rntlar-dcicction tlevire w.rs a fhrp. 
.And the arming of U-boats with anti aircraft guns 
was woi-se. True, a lucky hit might stop a pbine, but 
in a sutfacc duel witii A/.S forces the L'-hoat usunllv 
Went dovsij for the count. 'Fhc torpedo '..as the suli- 
marine's Isest v.cajson. .anti Dornitz made a mi* t. ike 
in trying to attn the U-bo.ats witli formid.ab!c guns. 

He trow attcmjitcd to cancel the error with ais im. 
proved torpedo. F'or some time the German rciriitirrs 
had been vcorking on .an .acoustic rotp-edo '..hich w.o. 
c.ap;d>!c of '’haming’’ on tb.e nojrr »if 'hip's >fre‘.C‘., 
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officers frowned at the term, but its use was common 
in the Fleet, and certainly those in the destroyers 
never made objection. -Borie was Borie, whether one 
referred to her as a destroyer (officially DD 215) or 
a “can.” 

In the autumn of 1943 Borie was a unit of the task 
group built around the escort-carrier Card. On 
Card’s bridge stood Captain A. J. (“Buster”) Isbell. 
On Borie’s bridge stood Lieutenant Commander 
Charles H. Hutchins, U.S.N.R. But they stood as one 
in the resolution to sink U-boats whenever and wher- 
ever found. 

On the evening of November 1, the task group was 
cruising in high water some 700 miles north of the 
Azores. In came word from one of Card’s scout planes 
— submarinel Borie was off on the scent, steaming on 
ahead of the group through seas that mounted higher 
as the hour grew late and the night thickened. 

Then a “pip” appeared on the radar screen— and 
another. Two U-boats in the offing! Hutchins sent 
Borie boring in on the attack. Sighting the nearer 
U-boat, the destroyermen opened up with an accurate 
fire that promptly drove the enemy under. Hutchins 
followed tlirough with a depth-charge onslaught. 
Hard to tell in those jumping seas whether shells and 
ashcans were on target, but explosions sounded like 
hits and the submarine seemed to evaporate. 
Hutchins sent Card a terse report: 

scratch one pig boat am searching for more 

The search turned out to be a chase. Loping away 
in the night, the second U-boat had run for the cover 
of a blinding rainsquall that swirled through the 
darkness like blowing ink. The ink failed to impair 
radar’s all-seeing eye. Hutchins drove his old four- 
piper in top-speed pursuit. Swinging uphill and down 
dale through 15-foot seas, the veteran Borie— an old- 
timer from the days of World War I— overhauled one 
of Doenitz’s new submarines, and caught the enemy 
on the surface! Not only caught the big U-boat, but 
spotted her in the white glare of a searchlight. A 
second later the livid breath of gunfire scorched the 
darkness, and the battle was on! 

This U-boat was one of the specimens equipped 
with heavy deck-batteries. And her skipper, throwing 
discretion to the winds, decided to duel. So began one 
of the war’s strangest- battles— a battle as ferocious 
as it was unorthodox. As Borie closed in with boom- 
ing salvos, the U-boat opened fire. Her guns spat in 
the night, and Borie was shaken by two hits, one 
amidships and one on the bridge. 

For nearly an hour the gun battle continued, the 
destroyer and the submarine circling each other "like 
tomcats in the dark,” as a commentator expressed it. 


Now the U-boat’s gunners were driven from their 
mounts by a fusillade of machine-gun fire from Borie. 
Now the destroyermen were under the fire of salvos 
and bursts of tracer from the submarine. 

Neither ship was large as warships go, and both 
were buffeted by the plunging seas, showered with 
stormy spray, and flayed by the wind as they jockeyed 
and maneuvered about. The wonder was that either 
Nazi or American gun crews could keep their feet. 
But the shell-passers kept the weapons fed, and 
pointers and trainers found the mark as the guns 
traded shot for shot. 

Finally Hutchins saw the opening he wanted, 
and stepping up the speed to 25 knots, he drove 
Borie in to ram. There was a crash and then a grind- 
ing din as the old DD slammed into the U-boat and 
rode up on the submarine’s afterdeck, shearing 
through the pressure hull as though it were so much 
cardboard. Her own bow damaged by the collision, 
Borie was for the moment held fast, even as she 
pinned the enemy’s stern under water. For a full ten 
minutes the thrashing destroyer and struggling sub- 
marine were locked together— a panther with teeth 
fastened in the hindquarters of a crocodile. 

The Nazis came boiling up from below to make it 
a fight. Forward of tlie conning tower, the sub- 
marine’s deck-gunners clung to their mounts, and the 
U-boat’s bridge personnel sniped wildly at the de- 
stroyer’s bow. Borie’s searchlight poured down its 
blinding glare. At such close quarters the destroyer- 
men were unable to bring their big guns to bear, and 
they bore down with every other weapon available. 

Pistols barked and rifles spanged. Hot-shell men 
flung empty shell cases. A German gunner sprinted 
down the submarine’s sloped foredeck— someone 
hurled a sheath knife at him from the destroyers 
bridge. Other Nazis had Lugers shot out of their 
hands. A Borie man opened fire with a Very pistol, 
and tlie U-boat’s bridge was showered with pyro' 
technic stars. Volleys of rifle fire riddled the sub- 
marine’s conning tower; a burst from a machine-gun 
brought smoke spurting from the structure, and a 
moment later it was spouting flame. 

As an American described it afterward, “That bat- 
tle was like a riot in a shooting gallery. The boys hit 
that Nazi U-boat with everything but the kitchen 
range. They didn’t need to throw that when the subs 
conning tower took fire. Why carry coals to 
castle?” 

So the submarine was a burning wreck when t e 
heavy seas, which had wedged the vessels firmly to 
gether, suddenly washed them apart, permitting D 
and sub to break their death-grip. As the U-boat 
stumbled away, mortally hurt, Hutchins learned that 
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unifier fire— playing doggo with motors cut off; drift- 
ing this way and that; quietly fishtailing off in the 
hope of finding some foxhole under a density layer 
that will deflect the hunter’s probing "ping.” 

But the American destroyers were not to be eluded. 
For the remainder of that day and throughout the 
succeeding night they remained on the deep-sea 
enemy’s track. Intermittent sound contacts kept the 
DD’s in touch. Circling and “pinging,” they located 
the U-boat time and again. Down went the depth 
charges, hurling up voluminous geysers and tumbling 
the surface in the attacking destroyer’s wake. The 
persistence of the DD’s and the violence of barrage 
after barrage forced the U-boat captain to the surface 
during the night in a frantic effort either to charge 
batteries or gulp fresh air. Instantly the destroyers 
opened fire on the submarine’s silhouette, and the 
U-boat was forced to submerge and endure another 
prolonged depth-charge ordeal. 

Then Bogue’s impatient airmen rejoined the battle 
at 0400, and the implacable hunt went on in the 
dawn’s early light. Shortly after 0800, one of the flyers 
—Lieutenant (jg) H. G. Bradshaw— sighted a telltale 
oil slick, and called the destroyers to the spot. There- 
after the sound gear was practically superfluous; the 
injured U-boat was leaking oil and leaving a trail as 
plain as the slime-track of a snail. 

Following the oil slick, Clemson and Ingram 
thrashed the adjacent and subjacent waters for an 
hour with a steady rain of depth charges. Then an- 
other hour— and still another hour. By that time— and 
the clock well past mid-morning— both destroyers 
were short of teardrops and ashcans. And it looked 
as though their target would succumb to nothing 
less than a direct hit. 

Then, just as American patience was giving out 
along with the anti-sub ammunition, the U-boat 
climbed to the surface and ran for it. One of Bogue’s 
aircraft spied the sub as she broke water, and the 
aviator shouted the word over voice radio. Two Wild- 
cats zoomed from Bogue’s flight deck and bulleted to 
the target, whipping machine-gun fire at the U-boat. 
With three planes strafing the conning tower, and the 
destroyers closing in, the Nazi submariners opened 
the hatches and dived overside. The aircraft held 
their fire and veered off, believing the U-boaters were 
abandoning ship. 

But not all of the U-boaters abandoned. Apparently 
those who leaped into the water were panic-stricken 
or mutinous; the Nazi captain and some of the crew 
rushed to man the deck guns, and the U-boat gunners 
opened fire. One shell struck Ingram’s quarterdeck. 
The explosion killed a destroyerman and wounded 
eight others of the crew. 


The DD’s answered the Nazi’s fire with deadly gun- 
nery that soon had the U-boat wheeling helplessly in 
circles. Six minutes of this shooting match, and the 
submarine’s decks were awash. As the Germans flung 
themselves from her bridge, the battered U-boat 
plunged for the last time. The captain, executive offi- 
cer, and 33 other survivors were fished from the lit- 
tered sea by the American hunter-killers. 

The submarine destroyed by Task Group 21.13 was 
the U-172, one of Nazi Germany’s largest and newest 
specimens. The stubborn resistance put up by this 
submersible, and its ability to absorb the shock of 
aerial bombs, strafing, prolonged depth-charging, and 
bursts of gunfire in a going-over of nearly 24-hour’s 
duration, testified as to how tough these new U-boats 
were. As a matter of fact it was crew morale which 
first succumbed. The pressure hull sustained damage 
and leaked some oil, but it was the nerve of the em- 
battled crew which apparently drained away. The 
submariners caved in— not the submarine. 

Hunter-killer teamwork had achieved a great suc- 
cess. But perhaps the moral which highlights this 
A/S episode concerns persistence. 

If the U-boat was stubborn, the hunter-killers were 
more so. The patience and perseverance which moves 
mountains had removed from the Atlantic another 
Nazi submarine. 

Schenck Kills U-645 

While the Bogue hunter-killers were patrolling the 
convoy route to Casablanca, other A/S groups were 
making the North Atlantic unsafe for the wolfpacks. 
One of these was Task Group 21.14 built around the 
previously mentioned escort-carrier Card and Captain 
A. J. (“Buster”) Isbell. They were out on the hunt 
the week before Christmas 1943. 

But they found no festive holly, no gay Yule log 
in that foam-blown area of the gray North Atlantic, 
vicinity of lat. 45-00 N., long. 21-00 W. Rather, the 
seas were wind-whipped and icy, and the spirit in the 
task group was expressed by tense vigilance, gritted 
teeth, and anything but peaceful intentions. 

For Task Group 21.14 was after one of Doenitzs 
wolfpacks— a pack of such numerical size that it 
amounted to a U-boat concentration. At least 30 sub- 
marines were known to have foregathered in the tar- 
get area. 

The battle exploded the day before Christmas. 

On the night of December 23-24, Schenck (Lieu 
tenant Commander E. W. Logsdon) was operating a® 
screen on Card’s port bow. At 0216 on the morning 
of the 24th the destroyer picked up a radar contact, 
range 10,100 yards. As Schenck rushed for the su 
marine, the “pip” faded on the radar screen. But at 


29 2 



t rv't in th'' fi! 

S'.if!, Si'"' !n*.w.;i! t5;r IH'J. 

fin'.’-rril n flKMi-.rr nf riiiij-r irt :iv!!;*,! 

,■> jh’.r |;.i; 3 !;ir.; jhr-!! •■’jiis'-i! lUiSiSr: aftT 

n. *•?!', ."siK! t!r.v. n! i»'‘ S'; J.i'.n’.*, tf» 

•s-Sifff thr Sj.hI 5'unc tjiuirf. sc- 

jv-iTS'-t} .‘sni! .‘\{ Sr It! 

t’ir fiS’.s sSf.jish th.-iriT' of a 'riir 

r sn’,!fi! aji!* \rrfCil fo'.iiisair)*. l-'o-ann? in 

S'i'f Tlic !'>.ittSr «;n. 

'lliiisy sniniitr^ nf tlii'., and tS-.m a "piji" dimccd 
is'-( t>ix thr *rrcci5. rajtr.r A'- !.o;:'do!i 

iStD-.r Sul drM.'ONcr nt tSii^ tar^irt (psnh.'dtS) tltr T- 
wisifSi lut! I>rcn dcjiSh fh:it”ctl_f, tadat cosit.'ut 
!tn'. a; 'J/d'd yasi!'-. TnU Sound trr.u'ncd c'Uit.Kt 
a; l.h '"', :uid at 0.'>27 Sf.tUNC.K ^o\\rd anothrr tlrjuli- 
td!:uj;r j-attctn artnu, the fr.'n 
Als'Uit t\\o nu'nute^ after the la'is cxpS.vded, 

a tu’-iihhn',; hh'ui •.■veiled up front tlic ilecj) •.•.itS'. a 
ilrtnnitioji that ‘dinn'i. the tler-tiovtt. l.’p ratne a tncal 
h-iliou- of nil that spread a datV carpet acto'-s tSie 
s.at'T. 'ri'.rrc could be no doubt of :t hill, and po-t- 
s.at sccotds srrifietS iltc L'-l);)nt',s dc-ttuction. Ifov.'- 
r'et. S^'tttNCK's desttoyettnen v.ctc itn.ahlc in mahe 
irurn.fdi.ttr s ttificaiion. As hoe/don '.v.-h jirrj'.itine to 
i'r? a tatnple of tfie N'ari 'tilt's lifeblood, a call tarsre in 
nift the 'I'ilS. The tic'ttoscr Lt-suv had Ittcn lor- 
1-d-'.rd! 

1 s.-.a'trd no tintc in posl-mortcrn oil ex- 

r’-,iit',ation, flttlrfin;;; the trr.’inc-roorn so "j'oiir oti 
tl-'" ro.tI." he sens Sr.itrNcr. racin’.; to I.i sj.v's tc-euc. 


u rss. /.eary 

A' thr United State' dc<f!o;-fr to rnal.e radar 
S’etS’':* t,:; an etjcruv fuhtn.arine, the U.S.S, 
l.-’-'.I i-r.p-’.hrd a dit'.inctiorj uni(t;:c in .Atnetican rt-T. ;•! 
n. 

- ’ '* I’.fd earnc'.! h.er radar rentrtation v.hi'e on 
o rr d-.iit” rorncfi tints ir. Noscrn’ur if':!. 

f-s. -rdf Us 5’ dtrrinr; the sncc' .rdin" ntC-n'S:'- 

• If - »o 1 . . .rr., , f 


fof’.susj dtfrinr: the 


s-.em, Ltas-r-v !',~ui s 


TT fj. *.'rC’*'n 

T'li f!: I-,'* 

th or: she 


n er to;2 s';- h; ' 

■ f * J 1 !l 3 


'■ ' hr ir---'*-:-.;;;:! <d ( j-.-t.::- ,ri-!'r I'. 

|t.2 

i t ^ , 

' ' 5 ' - "i ^ Tii ri:r, 

j • • k. f tl’ I,',. . 2 '' ; ! . a; 

• ’-"•rl !' a: -i Ut:.’ 

‘ U’": Id'.- .’t i'r.f-''''! ", 

A d--;, ^ ,r . - Ur-'-::; 

i';; s s > if;, ;■' 'I; e 


ff.a'ts s-.h!trrapi Irapinr it) th.o «iat». ar.d a. hn'eal 
s-.is'.d l!tt>-or;';i:rr n:» jnrsf- of 'tiuine atisl «t-;a'> tSs-'t 
Stm; ; a !o-;’» oui’t f.u r li» r thots <d • -di. 

'fidnseht tui tire th-tV, at;!! I.Ksts' drisin,;; 
ah-!i;: in the Id.’.rl.nut, ntaUnn lad.rr f.vr-rt;*.. '1 hr 
r.detsd.u cntetrd Drtrrj'.brt 21. atid the •.■.■.;!( It mt 
ah'out t!;e ttni.a! jisutinr. 7 h.’-n tise tn'iUf.rf.ns' 
jfdtrd hy a sh.np rrjsort ftfun thr rad.u ss.ttrh. Out- 
tart! Stihfjtatine ofi the hats’! 

'J'irrrr: dUiK. 1. 1 tapta.in, f^hutiiitatttlrr |ani’’i 

Ih Ksf 5, rndicd all hands to haitlr "tatirun, arui thr 
ilr'troyrr svent after the fAiK-rat, While tTat Uu’;. 'lu' 
SJuutirntarils estahli-hed a s’tttttd ffud.itt at clo'c 
lanc-c. hefrjrc h.e: trew could uitlitnh'-t drjuh thar/'.rs, 
the dc-trnscf Ssas struth and stay’-’Cird hy t'.''fi tor- 
pedoes tliat smote her on the st.uhnard fi.ani, t'cl! 
aft, 'i he rapid c'.plo’-iorts hlrndnl into a sin/.'e isku. 
Men s-etr ihicu.-.tt from their fret a*, the l.tAi.s 
lurched and serted, hard hit. Tsveh-c niiriutr-. had 
claj)-ed I'^fi’-crn the time of rad.ar cfuita.'t aitd thi' 
tfiortal h!o-.s’. 

I.t stfs's rnr.n fou;dit h.rr hattle tl-u.'t.a^e saith tlir 
qifirt drSjOtration of seamen s.ho Ifto-.’ their "hitc 
is t'i r.'.ft 'rh'tc svas tUJ iioidtn.’.t hful tlir jc’S 
seas that jthun.rcd •.-.ith a roar thtoue!) tlie hrrarli in 
tfie de-.troser’s hull. About bd”',, Ojftn;;. ntder Ksrs 
pasc the otdet to .ah.andon. 'rite rurn lifted up in 
their 1 arc’d, j.-’c'.-ct'. .-utd s-cjit osst il.r sidr_ 

•Ah-iu: fi2,'-7, ih- sinVi!!': de-.ftoser s.'.'s ouisuh'-d 
hv f.s’o trtorc ex td'c iofu, hufsisofc heli'-sc'l tin. 5 
UtAS’.Y strufi, hy a third torp-'-do s.'hi'lt In’ h'T 
amiifdiit*'', can- in;; the ittierr-.a! Id.of’,. rf'.orn.rrit !,r 
fo:r this sedranic erujitifif;. !.r,*.5 -i's r.tpfaift, O m- 




tiie stricken destroyer’s complement were lost. It was 
a painful blow for the DesLant Force on that day 
before Christmas, but one that left in memory the 
silhouette of a fighting ship and the name of two 
valiant captains— Commander Kyes, who gave his life- 
jacket to a messman, and Captain Isbell, who risked, 
an escort-carrier to rescue a good company of de- 
stroyermen, 

Leary was the third United States destroyer to go 
down to U-boat torpedoes in the Battle of the At- 
lantic. And she was the last. 

Inventory 1943 

Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, Commander-in-Chief 
of the German Navy, was a worried Nazi on New 
Year’s Eve, 1943. He had just been running over 
the figures of his U-boat campaign for the past year 
and checking them against those of the previous war 
years. And his troubles were as obvious as the simple 
arithmetic of profit and loss. 

Submarine War Statistics 

In 1939 (four months of war): 9 U-boats lost, 810 
Allied ships sunk. 

In 1940: 22 U-boats lost; 4,407 Allied ships sunk. 

In 1941: 35 U-boats lost; 4,398 Allied ships sunk. 
In 1942: 85 U-boats lost; 8,245 Allied ships sunk. 
In 1943: 237 U-boats lost; 3,611 Allied ships sunk. 
On the Allied side of the ledger, some interesting 
merchant marine statistics were on hand for perusal 
at the end of 1943, The table at the bottom of the 
page tells the story of British-American shipbuilding 
during the war to that date. 

Remarking upon the statistical summary at war’s 
end. Admiral King noted in his report {J'he U.S. 
Naxfy at War) that the figures revealed important 
features of the Battle of the Atlantic. 

(a) Until the closing months of 1942 the German 
submarines were continuing to reduce the available 
total of Allied tonnage; 

(b) Antisubmarine operations resulted in the 
sinking of an average of 12 German submarines per 


month after 1 January 1943, or a total of 480 in the 
two years 1943-44; 

(c) American shipyards alone produced an aver- 
age of a million tons per month of new merchant 
ships after 1 January 1943, or a total of 24,000,000 
tons in two years. 

So much for the statistical features of the Battle 
of the Atlantic as of December 31, 1943. 

But Doenitz promised himself a comeback. Under 
construction in German yards were new and formid- 
able submarines— prefabricated jobs that could be 
mass produced. Of the two new U-boat types pro- 
jected, Type XXI, a 1,600-tonner, was a submersible 
calculated to put all previous models in the shade. 
Radically streamlined, this 251-foot submarine was 
powered by a stepped-up drive that gave it a sub- 
merged speed of approximately 18 knots. It was re- 
ported that the craft could dive to the unheard-of 
depth of 700 feet. Some time would pass before pro- 
duction problems could be ironed out, but Type 
XXI was well past the blueprint stage, and would 
be launched when the production bottle-neck was 
broken. 

Another surprise Doenitz had up his sleeve was 
Schnorkel. In fact, this famous “breather device’’ was 
already emerging from his cuff. 

But neither Schnorkel nor the Type XXI U-boat 
was a fait accompli by the end of 1943, Schnorkel 
would not go into action until 1944, and Type XXI 
did not enter the war until 1945, And neither of 
these submarine innovations could turn the war-tide. 
Schnorkel might replace old-style U-boat gear; Type 
XXI's might replace lost U-boats. But neither could 
replace tlie expert submarine crews who had gone 
down in the Battle of the Atlantic. Neither could 
revive the expert wolfpack captains— the Priens, the 
Schepkes, the Guggenbergers- who went out an 
failed to return. 

And, speaking of U-boats early in that year, Seac- 
tary of the Navy Frank Knox had observed, Eact 
time they go out, there will be a sharply increasing 
likelihood that they will not come back." 


NEW CONSTRUCTION (TONS) 


DATE 

u.s. 

BRITISH 

TOTAL 

NET GAINS OR L055FS 

1939 

101,000 

231,000 

332,000 

_ 478,000 

1940 

439,000 

780,000 

1,219,000 

- 3,188,000 

1941 

1,169,000 

815,000 

1,984,000 

- 2,414,000 

1942 

5,339,000 

1,843,000 

7,182,000 

. - 1,063,000 

1943 

12,384,000 

2,201,000 

14,585,000 

+10,974,000 

TOTALS 

19,432,000 

5,870,000 

25,302,000 

3,831^ 
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These men are submarine killers! Crew of Borie being trans- Boris suffered damage which opened up her port side and flooded 
ferred to Card, after their destroyer sank one sub and rammed her forward engine-room. Forced to abandon ship in a storm, 
another. Riding over the starboard bow of the Nazi submarine, three officers and 27 men were lost transferring to Barry and Goff. 


the stricken destroyer’s complement were lost. It was 
a painful blow for the DesLant Force on that day 
before Christmas, but one that left in memory the 
silhouette of a fighting ship and the name of two 
\'aliant captains— Commander Kyes, who gave his life- 
jacket to a messman, and Captain Isbell, who risked 
an escort-carrier to rescue a good company of de- 
stroyermen. 

Leary -was the third United States destroyer to go 
down to U-boat torpedoes in the Battle of the At- 
lantic And she was the last. 

Inventory 1943 

Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, Commander-in-Chief 
of the German Na^y', was a worried Nazi on New 
Year's Eve, 1943. He had just been running over 
the figures of his U-boat campaign for the past year 
and checking them against those of the previous war 
years. And his troubles were as obvious as the simple 
arithmetic of profit and loss. 

Submarine IVar Statistics 

In 1939 (four months of war): 9 U-boats lost, 810 
Allied ships sunk. 

In 1940: 22 U-boats lost; 4,407 Allied ships sunk. 
In 1941: 35 U-boats lost; 4,398 Allied ships sunk. 
In 1942: 85 U-boats lost; 8,245 Allied ships sunk. 
In 1943: 237 U-boats lost; 3,611 Allied ships sunk. 
On the Alh'ed side of the ledger, some interesting 
merchant marine statistics were on hand for perusal 
at the end of 1943. The table at the bottom of the 
page tells the stoiy- of British-American shipbuilding 
during the ivar to that date. 

Remarking upon the statistical summar)' at war’s 
end. Admiral King noted in his report (The U.S. 
Navy at TT''ar) that the figures revealed important 
features of the Battle of the Atlantic 

(a) Until the closing months of 1942 the German 
submarines were continuing to reduce the available 
total of Allied tonnage; 

(b) Antisubmarine operations resulted in the 
sinking of an average of 12 German submarines per 


month after 1 January 1943, or a total of4S0 in the 
tivo years 1943-44; 

(c) American shipyards alone produced an aver- 
age of a million tons per month of new merchant 
ships after 1 January 1943, or a total of 24/100,000 
tons in two years. 

So much for the statistical features of the Battle 
of the Atlantic as of December 31, 1943. 

But Doenitz promised himself a comeback. Under 
construction in German yards were new and formid- 
able submarines— prefabricated jobs that could be 
mass produced. Of the two nev.* U-boat types pro- 
jected, Type XXI, a 1,600-tonner, was a submersible 
calculated to put all prerious models in the shade 
Radically streamlined, this 251-foot submarine teas 
powered by a stepped-up drive that gave it a sub- 
merged speed of approximately 18 knots. It t\*as re- 
ported that the craft could dive to the unheard-of 
depth of 700 feen Some time would pass before pro- 
duction problems could be ironed out, but Type 
XLXI was well past the blueprint stage, and would 
be launched when the production bottle-neck was 
broken. 

Another surprise Doenitz had up his sleeve vras 
Schnorkel. In fact, this famous “breather derice’’ was 
already emerging from his cuff. 

But neither Schnorkel nor the Type XXI U-boat 
was a fait accompli by the end of 1943. Schnorkel 
would not go into action until 1944, and T^gie XXI 
did not enter the war undl 1945. And neither of 
these submarine innovations could turn the ■j^.'ar-tide. 
Schnorkel might replace old-st)le U-boat gear; T^gs 
XXI’s might replace lost U-boats. But neither could 
replace the expert submarine crews who had gone 
down in the Battle of the Atlantic. Neither could 
rerive the expert wolfpack captains— the Priens, the 
Schepkes, the Guggenbergers— who went out and 
failed to return. 

And, speaking of U-boats early in that year, Secre- 
tar)' of the Nasy Frank Knox had obsersed, '‘Eccn 
time they go out, there will be a sharply increasing 
likelihood that they will not come back.” 


NETF CONSTRUCTION (TONS) 


DATE 

U.S. 

BRITISH 

TOTAL 

NET GAINS OR LOSSES 

1939 

101,000 

231/100 

332,000 

_ 478,000 

1940 

439,000 

780,000 

1/219/000 

- 3JSS/000 

1941 

1,169,000 

815,000 

1,984/100 

— 2,414,000 

1942 

5,339,000 

1,843,000 

7J82,000 

. — 1/163/109 

1943 

12,384,000 

2/201,000 

14,585,000 

-4-10^74/009 

TOTALS 

19,432,000 

5,870,000 

25,302/000 

-f 
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These men are submarine killers! Crew of Borie being trans- Borie suffered damage which opened up her port side and flooded 
ferred to Card, after their destroyer sank one sub and rammed her fonvard engine-room. Forced to abandon ship in a storm, 

another. Riding over the starboard bow of the Nazi submarine, three officers and 27 men lucre lost transferring to Barry and Goff. 








Task Unit Commanders examine Presidential Unit Citation pennant awarded the 
CVE-DD group built around U.S.S. Card. Destroyermen and naval aviators had de- 
veloped tacties that changed A /S tear from the defensive to the offensive. 


Card group sends another Nazi sub to Davy 
Jones’ locker. Destroyers picked up 44 sur- 
vivors who swarmed from the sinking U-boat. 
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U-ISS sinks with her own crew and that of U-604 after attack by planes from Core, 
August 24, 1943. The crew of the crippled U-604 had scuttled and transferred to U-1S5 
800 miles off the Brazilian coast. But destiny caught up with them off the Azores. 
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The end of the Borie. Listing heavily and 
leaking oil, the abandoned destroyer is sunk 
by bombs from planes of the carrier Card. 
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One of the hunter-killer groups was led by the jeep carrier Santee. 
Bainbridge (DD 246) was doing plane guard duty when Ensign 
Thomas Edward D’Ansen went into the drink, and returned him 








to his ship. The carrier was one of four Cimarron-class fleet oil 
ers, 11,000-ton vessels, that had been converted in 1942. The hunt 
er-killer campaign went into high gear in the summer of 1943 





So Schnorkel did not overcome the Allies’ head start 
in scientific submarine detection and destruction. 

Somers and Jouett Versus Blockade-Runners 

The Schnorkel conversion program created another 
hiatus in the U-boat effort. Submarines could not be 
at sea and in drydock acquiring a windpipe at one 
and the same time. Wherefore the transition from 
non-Schnorkel to Schnorkel removed many U-boats 
from active duty. And large areas of Atlantic Ocean 
were free of Nazi submarines in the winter of 19‘}3-'14. 

One such area was the oceanic triangle off Brazil. 
Submarine game was notably shy in these South At- 
lantic waters in the last quarter of 1943, and the U.S. 
Fourth Fleet’s routine patrols had grown tedious, if 
not boresome. The Navy PB4Y’s based on Ascension 
Island far out in the South Atlantic found much of 
the going duller than ditchwater. So did the DD’s 
and other Fourth Fleet units which had occasion to 
visit that flinty flyspcck in mid-ocean. 

Almost equally isolated was the island of Fernando 
de Noronha, several hundred miles off the coast of 
Brazil. American air patrols and DD or cruiser- 
destroyer task groups pacing the dreary reaches be- 
tween Ascension, Fernando de Noronha, and the 
coast began to feel they were operating in a vacuum. 

But, as someone once remarked, war is an endur- 
ance contest in waiting, and sooner or later one side 
can’t wait. In this particular case the Germans 
couldn’t. For months Hitler’s Wchrmachi had been 
scraping along on ersatz, and the Nazi war effort %vas 
desperately in need of rubber. Tin, tungsten, and 
other items were also on the "must get" list. So Ger- 
man vessels, wearing all sorts of disguises, had been 
striving to reach the far-off ports of Indonesia where 
the precious raw materials were obtainable from the 
Japanese conquerors— and then trying even harder 
to sneak their cargoes home by the only two routes 
left open, around Cape Horn or around the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

So, on New Year’s Day 1944, the monotony in the 
South Atlantic was broken. It was broken when Lieu- 
tenant M. K. Taylor, U.S.N.R., flying a patrol from 
Ascension, sighted an unescorted merchant ship 
steaming along on the ocean’s blue. Lieutenant Tay- 
lor took his Liberator down to scrutinize the vessel. 
She was too fast for a tramp and too ordinary-looking 
to be anything else. 

Taylor circled the ship to investigate, and chal- 
lenged her by blinker. The vessel hoisted a four-flag 
call, but hauled it down before the plane could read 
it. Closing in, Taylor buzzed the freighter; was able 
to discern a small nameboard on the bridge. Ostensi- 
bly she was a Britisher, the S.S. Glenbank. Again 


Taylor challenged. When the ship failed to hoist an 
answering call or make satisfactory reply, he sent a 
shot across her bow at close range. Whereupon the 
"Limeys” opened up with a savage fire. Three shots 
struck the Liberator, damaging the No. 2 engine and 
wounding one of the bomber’s crew, who had been 
photographing the ship. 

"Limeys, helll Those birds are Krautsl" 

Heading the injured bomber for Ascension, Taylor 
radioed the word to w’hom it might concern. 

It concerned the destroyer Somers (Commander W. 
C. I-Iughcs, Jr.) and another Liberator (Lieutenant 
R. T. Johnson, U.S.N.R.), on patrol in the area. 
Johnson made a beeline for the blockade runner; ran 
into thickening darkness: kept going until his fuel 
supply went low. Then he winged for home to pick 
up gas and wait for morning. Destroyer Somers raced 
on through the night, hot for the quarry. 

The following morning Johnson’s Liberator roared 
up from astern, streaked over die DD, and sped on 
over the horizon. Not long after that, a radio message 
came back from the bomber. The plane had located 
the Nazi vessel. But the blockade-runner's anti-air- 
craft batteries had put several shots through the 
Liberator as it swooped in on the attack. Although 
his plane had been struck twice in the tail and a 
wing, Johnson remained on station to home the 
So^tERs and the other two planes of his search group 
to the target. Then he sent word that the hits had 
caused a gas leak. His aircraft in trouble, Johnson 
was turning back for Ascension. 

The injured Liberator presently reported that one 
engine was dead. A few moments later Johnson 
radioed that another engine was gone. Seventy miles 
from Ascension, the bomber was flying in on a wing 
and a prayer. It didn’t make it. Rescue planes took 
off from the Ascension base, but somewhere in the 
vastness of the South Atlantic die Liberator with 
Johnson and nine crew members disappeared without 
trace. The rescue planes abandoned the hopeless 
search at nightfall. Score one for the spurious "S.S. 
Glenbank.” 

Aboard the U.S.S. Somers all hands determined to 
get that blockade-runner. Racing through the eve- 
ning of January 2, the destroyermen "lighted off all 
burners.” A short time later the lookouts had the 
enemy in sight— a rakish silhouette in the moonlight. 

The Nazi strove with everything in her to escape 
the oncoming DD. Her engines were fast, but not 
fast enough. Somers closed the range to 7,000 yards. 
At 2302 Hughes ordered his gun crews to open up, 
and shells from the DD began to splash around the 
target. Zigzagging frantically, the Nazi freighter ran 
like a jackrabbit. Her guns were no match for those 
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of the destroyer, and the DD’s fire was not returned. 
Stabbing shells into the freighter, Somers closed in. 
The blockade-runner reeled under the impact of 
multiple hits. Shrapnel smashed her deck macliinery 
and ripped up her bridge. Her funnel went askew. 
Down came her wireless mast. Her taffrail was blasted. 
Her decks littered with dead and dying Germans, 
her superstructure torn to pieces, the disintegrating 
vessel sloughed to a stop. 

From seven lifeboats and a raft Somers retrieved 
17 officers and 116 men. A good haul. At 0030 in the 
morning of January 3, tlie target sank. The Germans 
identified the vessel as the S.S. Wesserland. So the 
conquerors of Odenwald added a second blockade- 
runner to their score sheet. 

Like certain species of big game, German blockade- 
runners sometimes ran in pairs. Witness the fact that 
on January 4, 1944, a scout plane from the light 
cruiser Omaha (flagship of Rear Admiral O. M. Read, 
ComCruDiv 2) sighted a furtive merchantman steam- 
ing across the South Atlantic seascape not many miles 
from the spot where Wesserland had met her end. 
Unable to satisfactorily identify herself, this vessel 
was soon brought to book by Omaha and companion 
destroyer Jouett (Commander J. C. Parham, Jr.). 
The Nazi’s doom was sealed. In a running gun battle 
with the cruiser and the destroyer, she was smashed 
to the bottom. The sailors who lived identified her 
as the S.S. Rio Grande. 

And now the Fourth Fleet tvas presented with a 
real bonanza. The Rio Grande had hardly gone to 
the bottom of the South Atlantic, when Omaha re- 
ceived word from a plane of the Natal patrol that an 
unidentified freighter was skulking along the horizon 
in that sector. So it came about that on January 5 
the Omaha-Jouett team had another blockade-run- 
ner hull down on the horizon. As the warships closed 
in, the Germans threw up the sponge, and scuttled. 
They were waiting meekly in lifeboats and on rafts 
when the destroyers Winslow and Davis, the Brazil- 
ian minelayer Camorin, and the Brazilian merchant- 
man PoTi finally arrived to pick up survivors. The 
scuttled ship was the S.S. Burgenland. 

The liquidation of these three blockade-runners 
cost the Nazis a good 21,000 tons of shipping, and 
an enormous quantity of rubber, the No. 1 want in 
Germany at that time. And Hitler’s loss was Uncle 
Sam’s gain. The freighters went down, but the rub- 
ber floated. The Navy’s salvage tugs recovered enough 
rubber "to make tires for 5,000 bombers.” 

Loss of U.S.S. Turner 

Early in the morning of January 3, 1944, the U.S.S. 
Turner maneuvered into an assigned anchorage off 


Ambrose Light, and dropped the hook. A new de- 
stroyer, commissioned on April 15, 1943, she had just 
made the long voyage home after a routine escort 
job as a unit of Task Force 64. Tired seamen turned 
in with the usual "channel fever’’ which takes a 
ship’s company after an arduous passage brings the 
vessel within easy reach of port, while tlie watches 
went about their regular duties. The destroyer swung 
quietly in the darkness— all the usual routine. 

Then, at 0616, just as the night was graying to east- 
ward, Turner was shaken by a violent explosion. 
Men were jostled from their feet and tlirown from 
their berths. As all hands rushed to emergency sta- 
tions, some thought the destroyer had been hit by a 
torpedo, or had been struck by a drifting mine. But 
the blast had hurled up a fan of light in tlie vicinity 
of No. 2 mount; the explosion was internal, prob- 
ably caused by defective ammunition. Flames leapt 
up through open hatches, exposing deck and turret 
in holocaustal light. Turner had been badly dam- 
aged, and she was burning fiercely. 

Having sighted the blast, the destroyer Swasey and 
other vessels of Task Force 64 closed in to aid 
Turner, and pilot boats and small boats were soon 
standing by for the rescue. Turner’s decks were hot 
•when the rescuers reached her anchorage. Neither 
foamite nor bulkheads seemed able to contain the 
flames, and flash after flash had turned the destroyer 
into a floating inferno. 

She burned until 0742, when the fire evidently 
reached her magazines and a volcanic eruption burst 
her smoke-wrapped hull. Turner went down almost 
immediately, rolling over to starboard and sinking 
stern-first in a shroud of lethal fumes and steam. As 
the waters closed over the stricken vessel, tlie rescuers 
ran in to pick up survivors. 

Turner’s captain. Commander H. S. Wygant, Jr., 
went down with the ship. Two officers and about 165 
men were saved. To the DesLant Force the destroy- 
er’s loss came as a severe shock. Fatalities were un- 
usually heavy, and the violence of the initial explo- 
sion and subsequent flash fire consumed evidence as 
to the exact cause of the disaster. 

Enter the Destroyer-Escort 

The destroyer-escort was a tough little warship. 
Averaging 1,140 to 1,450 tons, she was designed to do 
the A/S work of the full-sized destroyer engaged in 
normal anti-sub duty, and she was given sufficient 
punch to enable her to trade hard blows with sur- 
face and air attackers if necessary. Although the DE 
lacked the speed, fire power, and armor of the DD, 
her depth charges were equally as destructive, and 
anti-submarine warfare was specifically the destroyer- 


escort’s business. To tlrat end she was equipped -with 
the latest detection devices and the newest of A/S 
weapons. 

All DE’s were in one of six different design groups. 
Their armament varied from three 3-inch 50-caliber 
dual-purpose guns and one 40 mm. quad to two 5- 
inch 38-caliber dual-purpose guns, one 40 mm. quad, 
and three 40 mm. twin mounts. They were variously 
powered by turbo-electric plants, Diesel engines, or 
geared-turbines. Their shaft horsepower ran from 
6,000 to 12,000; their speed from some 20 to 24 knots 
—which is about 15 knots less than dial of a modern 
DD. But horsepower was not the destroyer-escort’s 
big talking point. As a submarine hunter she enjoyed 
one considerable advantage over the DD— the ad- 
vantage of a tight "turning circle" that gave the DE 
an agility or maneuverability which was envied by 
veteran dcstroyermcn and feared by enemy sub- 
mariners. 

Contracts for the first destroyer-escorts were let in 
November 1941. However, as early as the previous 
June of that year, Rear Admiral J. W. S. Dorling, 
R.N., heading the British Supply Council in North 
America, had discussed with Naval Secretary Knox 
the need for such a warship as the destroyer-escort. 
Dorling proposed that Lend-Lease funds be used for 
the building of DE’s. The U.S. Navy's Bureau of 
Ships already had a suitable design available, and 
the Royal Na \7 requested 100 of the vessels on a ten- 
per-month construction schedule. 

But merchant ships and landing craft for amphibi- 
ous operations had the priority, and Diesel engines 
and steel were not available to the DE builders for 
months to come. So the first destroyer-escort was not 
delivered until February 1943, when the U-boat 
situation was alarmingly critical. 

To the Royal Navy went two of the four DE’s 
launched that February from American yards. But 
the two rvhich entered the United States Navy— U.S.S. 
Doherty and U.S.S. Austin— were followed by a 
dozen more that spring, and by July 1943 the DE 
building program was going full gun. Then, to quote 
Lewis Carroll, “thick and fast they came at last, and 
more and more and more.” Seventeen building yards 
were engaged in the construction effort, among them 
Brown Shipyards of Houston, Texas, the Dravo 
Corporation of Neville Island, Pennsylvania, and the 
Tampa Shipbuilding Company of Tampa, Florida. 
Navy Yards at Boston, Philadelphia, Mare Island, 
and Puget Sound also put their shoulders to the DE 
construction job. And as mass production methods 
and techniques went into high gear, destroyer-escorts 
came off the line with a rapidity that approached 
conveyor-belt speed. Between February 1943 and 


War’s end, 467 destroyer-escorts were produced by 
American builders. The Royal Navy received 78 of 
these warships: eight went to the Brazilian Navy, 
and six went into the service of the Free French. 

Like destroyers newly commissioned, many of the 
Navy’s new DE’s were named after naval heroes, 
officers and men who had lost their lives in heroic 
action during the opening months of World War II- 
such as the Tomicii for Chief Water-Tender Tomich 
of the stricken Utah at Pearl Harbor; tite Muir for 
Lieutenant (jg) Kenneth Muir, U.S.N.R., Armed 
Guard officer of the torpedoed freighter Nathaniel 
Hawthorne; and the Borum for Lieutenant (jg) 
John R. Borum, U.S.N.R., wdto achieved hero stature 
in tlic burning tanker Brilliant. Along with these 
modern heroes the new destroyer-escorts commemor- 
ated such Old Navy heroes as Reuben James and 
Jacob Jones. 

By tlic end of June 1943, there were twenty-two 
1,140-ton dcsiroycr-escorts and thirteen large 1,450-ton 
DE’s available for duty. The smaller DE carried a 
complement of about 200 officers and men. The larger 
averaged about 216 crew members. The majority 
of DE captains and crews were drawn from the Naval 
Reserve. The schooling of these destroyermen marked 
a new high in Na \7 Training. Rushed through basic, 
specialist, and operational schools, the DE aews en- 
gaged in A/S training at Key "West, Bermuda, and 
elsewhere, and went out to do able battle with the 
enemy after the briefest of shakedown auises. 

Only a few of die DE's were available for service 
with DesLant forces in the summer of 1943. The need 
was urgent, particularly for convoy duty. Experience 
demonstrated that the U-boats in a wolfpack attack- 
ing a convoy usually outnumbered die escorts two to 
one. CinCLant and ComDesLant hoped to overcome 
this disparity by assigning at least two extra destroyers 
or DE’s to a task group. Given these additional 
escorts, the Escort Commander could detail one or 
several DE’s to run down a contact and stay with it, 
conducting a persistent hunt, without leaving a 
dangerously large gap in die convoy's escorting 
cordon. 

Meantime, destroyer-escorts were also needed in 
the Pacific, and the Navy had to meet the exigencies 
and pressures of a two-ocean war. It was not until the 
autumn of 1943 that DE’s appeared in the Atlantic 
in anything like die desired number. 

But by December of that year destroyer-escorts were 
showing up on the flanks of trans-Atlantic convoys 
and as screens for baby flat-tops leading groups of 
hunter-killers on offensive A/S missions. 

Already the CVE-DD teams had blown large holes 
in Doenitz's wolfpacks. The CVE-DD-DE teams 
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would knock the ultimate bottom out o£ the Nazi 
U-boat effort. 

Thomas, Bostwick and Bronstein Kill U-709 

March 1944 was the month in which the DE’s made 
their first U-boat kill. Sharing the honors were the 
destroyer-escorts Thom^vs (Lieutenant Commander 
D. M. Kellogg, U.S.N.R.), flying the pennant of Com- 
mander G. A. Parkinson, U.S.N.R., ComCortDiv 48; 
Bostwick (Lieutenant Commander J. H. Church, 
Jr., U.S.N.R.); and Bronstein (Lieutenant S. H. 
Kinney). These DE’s were units of Task Group 21.16, 
built around the new escort-carrier Block Island, 
under tlie driving command of Captain Logan C. 
Ramsey. The baby flat-top’s screen included tlie 
destroyer Gorky and the DE Ereeman, but these 
two did not get into the action which exploded late 
in the evening of February 29. 

Action had been brewing for several days, for 
Block Island and her team of hunter-killers were 
operating in wolfpack water, vicinity of lat. 49-00 N., 
long. 26-00 W., where at least 18 Nazi submarines 
were reported to be holding render\’ous. 

Steaming as screen on the port boiv of Block 
Island, destroyer-escort Bronstein made the radar 
contact, range 6,500 yards, at 2208. Then, as Bron- 
stein raced for the target, the flare of a depth-charge 
marker lit up the seascape. DE’s Thomas and Bost- 
wick, developing their own contacts, were silhouetted 
by one of their markers as they bore in on a coordin- 
ated attack. The three destroyer-escorts boxed the 
target, but the submarine remained unsighted until 
2213, when Bronstein fired an illumination spread. 
The light sprayed a downward glare that caught the 
enemy full in the face— a surfaced U-boat. 

Evidently the Nazi submariners were concentrating 
on Thomas and Bostwick, for they seemed unaware 
of Bronstein’s rush until Kinney ordered his gunners 
to open fire. As Bronstein’s guns roared and spat, 
there was a scramble on the U-boat’s bridge. .Shells 
from the DE’s 3-inch 50-caliber battery dug holes in 
the sea close aboard the submarine, and tracers from 
Bronstein’s 40 mm. twin mount whipped across the 
U-boat’s conning tower. With 40 mm. shells bursting 
against the U-boat’s superstructure, the sub captain 
called for a dive, and “pulled the plug.’’ 

Bronstein made two hedgehog attacks, pelting 
the sea with pattern after pattern. Then Bostivick 
and Thomas followed through with runs, spattering 
the submerged enemy with hedgehog barrages and 
deep-thundering depth-charge bombardments. 

For five hours the DE’s kept at it, tracking and 
bombing, tracking and bombing. There was no respite 
for the Nazi submarine, no let-up. 


It was all up witli the U-709. About 0320 of that 
March morning, destroyer-escort Thomas was laying 
a pattern of depth-cliarges set for a deep barrage. 
Down went the ashcans. Up came the rumble of 
explosions deep under. Then, at 0324, the surface 
heaved with the detonation of a blast that left a 
maelstrom in the DE’s wake. The eruption could have 
had but one meaning— a U-boat had blown up. 

But U-709 (identified by post-war records) was not 
the only U-boat sunk by the DE hunters on that spot 
and date. While Thomas and Bostwick had been 
concentrating on their quarry, Bronstein had found 
other fish to fry. 

Bronstein Sinks U-603 

Commissioned on December 13, 1943, Bronstein 
had completed her shakedown period only tliree 
weeks before this North-Atlantic U-boat battle. But 
lack of experience did not prevent her sonar operator 
from recognizing a brand new echo in his gear as 
distinctly different from tlie intermittent depth-bomb- 
ing Thomas and Bostwick ivere giving the U-709. 

Skipper Kinney of Bronstein immediately went 
to work— and high time, for •when contact was made 
at 0137, the range was a perilously short 450 yards. 
In exactly one minute Kinney had the depth cliarges 
going. After tlie TNT went overside, Kinney sent the 
DE veering about in an effort to regain sound contact. 
Fifteen minutes of patient searching by die DE fol- 
lowed, with die U-boat somewhere down beloiv, 
playing ’’it’’ in this ledial game of tag. 

At 0155, with all hands in a vise of tension, Kinney 
directed the dropping of a pattern of 18 depth-charges, 
set to go deep. The barrage was still thundering doivn 
under when a tremendous explosion boomed in the 
sea. There could be little doubt diat the submarine’s 
pressure hull had burst, but Kinney was taking no 
diances. At 0236 he ordered a full 18-charge pattern. 
The echoes of this barrage died away into a silence 
which convinced die DE’s Sound crew that the sub- 
marine under fire had also died away. 

Post-war records revealed that Bronstein’s target 
on this occasion was U-603. Score two for Bronstein. 
And her maiden cruise was not yet over. 

Loss of U.S.S. Leopold 

In March 1944, Convoy CU-16 was trudging across 
the North Atlantic under escort of Task Group 21.5. 
Among die units of TG 21.5 were the destroyer- 
escorts Leopold and Joyce. Both comparative new- 
comers, the pair were running along on the convoy’s 
flank like shepherd dogs guarding a plodding herd. 

On the 9th of March the convoy was in the vicinity 
of 58-00 N., 25-00 W., about 540 miles southwest of 
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Iceland. No waters of the Atlantic were more danger- 
ous, In this area, about a third of the way between the 
British Isles and Newfoundland, the U-boat blitz 
had raged at its height in the winter of 1942-43. Here 
such convoys as HX-217, HX-218, and HX-219 had 
fought bitter battles with the ravening wolfpacks. 
Scores of Allied merchantmen had been torpedoed 
and hundreds of seamen had been killed by fire and 
explosion in these waters, or had drowned in wintry 
seas which averaged around 30° Farenheit. 

Now, treading the path across this submarine zone, 
destroyer-escort LeoIpold picked up a radar contact 
at 1950 in the evening. The DE’s skipper. Lieutenant 
Commander K. C. Phillips, U.S.C.G., rushed all 
hands to battle stations, and drove Leopold forward 
to investigate. 

About 1955, Leopold’s TBS excitedly voiced the 
message: 

THIS LOOKS LIKE THE REAL THING 

Destroyer-escort Joyce (Lieutenant Commander 
Robert Wilcox, U.S.C.G.) was ordered to assist her 
sister DE. But before Joyce could get there, the battle 
was on. About 2000, two starshells soared from 
Leopold’s deck, and as the pyrotechnic bursts il- 
lumined the seascape, the DE’s guns opened fire at 
the enemy’s silhouette. 

The U-boat fired a spread of torpedoes. Before 
Phillips could swing his ship to comb the wakes, 
two of the deadly fish smote the DE, blasting her 
portside compartments B-1 and B-2. Bounced by 
the explosions, the destroyer-escort staggered to a 
bait. There was a dreadful rending of metal, the 
creak and crunch of buckling plates. Leopold’s back 
was broken. 

When Joyce reached the scene at 2015, Leopold 
was dead in the water, jackknifed, with bow and 
stern up-angled, and screws in the air. After a fruit- 
less search for the enemy sub, Joyce began rescue 
operations. At midnight she was still picking up 
survivors. Hazardous work, for the U-boat remained 
in the vicinity long enough to fire two torpedoes at 
the second DE. Joyce spotted the oncoming fish, and 
managed to evade. The submarine ivas driven down, 
and rescue work went fonvard. 

At 0045 of the following morning, a gush of sea 
rode over tlie half-sivamped vessel, and Leopold’s 
stern section tore loose and sank. Going under, the 
DE’s depth charges exploded. Men died wretchedly 
in this eruption of fire and water, and Joyce had a 
difficult time locating swimmers in the littered swirl. 

Man after man was fished, shivering and oil- 
smeared, from the churning sea. But the count was 
depressingly brief. By morning only 28 survivors had 


been recovered from the stricken destroyer-escort. Not 
a single officer was found, and it was evident that 
Lieutenant Commander Phillips had been lost 
aboard his ship. 

When the last survivor was picked up by Joyce’s 
willing hands, the sea was cleared of the living, and 
only the stump of Leopold’s bow could be seen adrift. 
After daybreak revealed that further search was use- 
less, Joyce was ordered to sink this residue with gun- 
fire and depth charges. Joyce performed this grim 
task at 0745, and Leopold was gone. She was the first 
destroyer-escort downed in the war. 

But the DE’s avenged her loss many times over. 
And only two more destroyer-escorts would go down 
to U-boat torpedoes in the Atlantic Battle— a remark- 
able record for the months of unceasing A/S warfare 
that engaged the DE’s in the Atlantic until VE-Day. 

Hobson, Haverfield, Prince Rupert, and Aircraft Kill 
U-575 

The psuedo-science of numerology endows the num- 
ber 13 with influential properties, mostly unlucky. 

But to the officers and men of Task Group 21.11, 
the 13th of March must have seemed a fortuitous date, 
whereas the Nazi captain and crew of U-575 must 
have considered it precisely the opposite. Much de- 
pends on a point of view. 

Task Group 21.11 was a hunter-killer group led by 
escort carrier Bogue under Captain J. B. Dunn. It 
included the destroyer Hobson (Lieutenant Com- 
mander K. Loveland), the destroyer-escort Haverfield 
(Lieutenant Commander J. A. Mathews, U.S.N.R.)i 
H.M.C.S. Prince Rupert, and three aircraft^ squad- 
rons— British 172 and 206 and American VC-95. The 
Normandy invasion was on the planning table when 
these hunter-killers were dispatched to raid a U-boat 
rendezvous off the Azores, and all hands were out to 
do a sweeping job. 

Action began late in the morning of the 13th when 
one of Bogue’s planes sighted an oil slick. The plane 
sent out a call for surface craft, and dropped a sono- 
buoy. The buoy signalled the presence of a submarine 
in the vicinity, and the hunt was under way. 

At 1151, destroyer-escort Haverfield arrived on 
the scene. After searching for about two hours, she 
made sonar contact at 1,700 yards, and at 1417 she 
fired a hedgehog salvo. She followed through with a 
second and third hedgehog attack, and at 1447 she 
unleashed a depth-charge barrage. The explosions 
brought a cluster of black oil bubbles to the surface. 

Meantime, H.M.C.S. Prince Rupert arrived on 
the field of battle. The Canadians delivered a depth- 
charge attack and let fly with a hedgehog pattern. 
Haverfield laid still another depth-charge pattern at 
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Kinney’s report concluded with this comment: 

The entire task group contributed to the sinking of 

tliis submarine. The result was the product of teamwork 

that realized fully the mission of CVE groups by com- 
bining every weapon, air and surface. 

As for CoRRY, she steamed into action two days 
later when planes from Block Island sent another 
U-boat to the bottom. Ordered to pick up survivors of 
an aircraft which had been downed, and to rescue 
any U-boat personnel remaining on the scene, the 
destroyer made a fast 70-mile run as a life-guard. She 
got there in time to save one U.S. naval aviator and 
fish eight Nazi submariners from the sea. Then she 
joined Bostwick and Thomas in a midday attack on 
another submarine, which escaped. But the previous 
target was heard from. Before leaving this battle 
scene, the Corry men recovered the body of a dead 
U-boat sailor. Burial services were held for the latter 
late in the afternoon. 

Attack— rescue work— burial at sea. All in a war- 
day’s work for the destroyermen. 

Champlin and Huse Down 11-856 

Not many U-boats were risking their necks in the 
waters of tlie Western Atlantic in the spring of 19*14. 
By that date the Nazi Submarine Force had acquired 
a respect for radar that amounted to a nervous 
allergy. Such ingenious countermeasures as decoy 
balloons festooned with tails of tinfoil, and searcli 
receivers for die detection of search radar, were prov- 
ing as futile as earlier attempts to frustrate sonar by 
coating the U-boat with rubber and sprinkling its 
wake with pillenwerfer. 

Also the latest U-boat models, equipped with 
Schnorkel and high-speed Diesels, and capable of 
going deeper than 600 feet, were slow in coming off 
the ways, and were earmarked for duty in European 
waters. Only a few submarines were sent westward 
across the Atlantic. 

One of these was U-856. Early in April 1944 she was 
roaming the sea lanes about 500 miles south of Hali- 
fax, and risking her life every time she ran up her 
periscope. 

On April 7, DesDiv 32 (Commander C. L. Melson 
in flagship Boyle), accompanied by destroyer-escort 
Huse, was on the hunt. At dawn the sub had been 
spotted in the vicinity of lat. 40-00 N., long. 62-00 W. 
The destroyer group spent the morning combing 
the area. Contact was not made until 1542 when 
destroyer Champlin (Commander J. J. Schaffer) de- 
tected the deep-sea intruder with sound gear. 

A veteran with one U-boat already to her credit, 
Champlin was joined by the destroyer-escort Huse, 


and the pair made several depth-charge and hedgehog 
attacks. The onslaught went on for a little over an 
hour. Then the tormented U-boat lunged to the 
surface to fight it out. 

As the submariners scrambled up from below to 
man the deck guns, Champlin’s gun crews opened up, 
slamming shells into the enemy’s conning tower and 
whipping her bridge with machine-gun fire, and 
then her skipper hurled her fonvard to ram. Champ- 
lin’s port bow glanced off the U-boat’s stern and the 
rammed U-boat rolled and wildly veered off, just in 
time to be struck by a burst of gunfire from DE Huse. 

But in the heat of the battle, a 20 mm. projectile 
from the Champlin’s port bridge mount had struck 
the open top of the near-by ready-box and exploded. 
The shrapnel-burst felled Champlin’s captain and 
injured three men. Commander Schaffer was mortally 
wounded. The Pharmacist’s Mates were carrying him 
below when a shout went up from tlie destroyer’s 
deck— the U-boat was sinking. 

The submarine plunged at 1714, and a moment 
later Champlin and Huse were shaken by a deep-sea 
explosion. U-850 had blown up. 

Destroyers Nields and Ordronaux recovered 28 
Gcnnan surt'ivors. The sole American fatality was 
Champlin’s captain, Commander John J. Schaffer, 
who died of his wounds tlie following morning. 

In the time-old tradition of the Na \7 his body was 
commended to tlie deep. 

Pillsbnry, Pope, Chatelain, Flaherty and Aircraft 
Kill U-515 

Captain D. V. ("Dan”) Gallery’s new escort carrier 
Guadalcanal had her prow pointed for Madeira 
tliat first week of April 1944. Nazi submarines were 
foregathering in tliose familiar waters, and Gallery 
intended to be in on tlie rendezvous. 

So Task Group 21.12, consisting of Guadalcanal, 
plus destroyer-escorts Pillsbury (Lieutenant G. W. 
Casselman, U.S.N.R.), Pope (Lieutenant Commander 
E. H. Headland), Chatelain (Lieutenant Com- 
mander J. L. Foley), and Flaherty (Lieutenant Com- 
mander M. Johnston, Jr.), steamed for the area at 
top speed. The DE’s ivere under group leadership of 
Commander F. S. Hall, riding in Pillsbury. 

Gallery’s task group introduced a new feature into 
the book of anti-submarine warfare tactics. Guadal- 
canal’s pilots had been doing some experimental 
night flying. Hazardous enough on a full-size carrier, 
night take-offs and landings on a baby flat-top called 
for aviation of a high order. And on the night of 
April 8-9 the aviators who flew by starlight produced 
results. 

About half an hour before midnight, searching air- 
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tpper of the U-515 leads survivors aboard a DE after the 
w er-hiller group of the Guadalcanal had given the Nazi sub- 
marine a fifteen-hour going over. This kill in Afrril, 1944, saw the 


first successful employment of night hunting from a jeep carrier 
Planes had located the sub on the surface at midnight. It es 
caped, was relocated in the morning, and killed by the DE's 
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Gandy, Joyce, and Peterson sisxh U-550 sehilc the tanker Pan 
Pennsylvania, which Ihc snb had torjredoed, stood by to sec 
herself avenged. Depth charged, shelled, and rani sited, the U-550 


seas scuttled. Her skijiper anil eleven of his crese survived. 
Her shakedoien cruise just over, Gandy had been on escort duly 
only eight days. She teas one DE that "seent to sear in a hurry. 


craft sighted a U-boat loitering on the surface. The 
planes attacked, and the U-boat opened fire with 
tracer, then made a dive to duck a rain of bombs. The 
submarine escaped, and around 0625 the nervy U-boat 
was once more sighted on the surface. Again she dived 
out from under, after pausing to return the fire of 
the attacking planes. A tough customerl It was time 
to call up the DE teams. 

Gallery dispatched destroyer-escorts Pillsbury and 
Flaherty to the scene. The DE’s commenced search- 
ing with their sound gear around 0710, and Pills- 
bury made contact about five minutes later. Lieuten- 
ant Casselman ordered two hedgehog attacks. The 
water was figuratively boiling when Chatelain 
steamed up to lend a hand. Not long after that. Pope 
arrived. Boxed by the four DE’s, the U-boat was 
trapped. 

But it was some time before the hunters were able 
to flush the quarry. The process involved the usual 
depth-charge runs, hedgehog attacks, deep and deeper 
barrages. First one, then another DE attacked, 
coached into position by a team-mate. The day heated 
into noon, and the seascape thundered as K-guns, 
racks, and. hedgehog batteries released their salvos. 

At 1405. there was a gush of white water close 
aboard Chatelain, and the U-boat snorted to the 
surface. The sub, determined to fight it out, was no 
novice. Hatches snapped open, gunners spilled out on 
deck, and German bullets were flying almost as soon 
as Chatelain’s gunners opened. fire. The roar of gun- 
nery echoed across the sea, and the other DE’s veered 
to Chatelain’s aid. 

Flaherty opened fire as soon as she had a clear 
bearing. She also launched a torpedo at 1,200 yards, 
which missed ahead of the dodging submarine. The 
U-boat gunners directed a savage fire at Flaherty, 
but were unable to score hits. Chatelain and Flah- 
erty were on target, however, and several shell bursts 
staggered the U-boat. At 1408 an internal explosion 
shook the sub; smoke poured from her conning tower 
hatch; the crew came fighting up from below. Eight 
minutes after the explosion, the U-boat sank in a 
swirl of water strewn with struggling Germans, 

Of the U-boat's complement of six officers and 53 
men, 37 men and all the officers were picked up. They 
identified the downed submarine as U-515. 

Among the submariners captured was the U-boat’s 
skipper, Herr Kapitan Werner Henke, complete with 
Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross, plus oak leaves. He 
was aboard the Guadalcanal the following day when 
a trio of the CVE’s planes sank the U-68 in the waters 
off Madeira, 

And Henke’s capture seems to have given Captain 
Gallery an idea. If a CVE-DD-DE team could bag a 


U-boat skipper who wore the Knight’s Cross of the 
Iron Cross, plus oak leaves, why couldn’t it bring an 
entire U-boat back alive? 

The dramatic upshot of Captain Gallery’s thinking 
is recorded in a subsequent cliapter. 

Gandy, Joyce and Peterson kill U-550 

Early in the morning of April 16, 1944, the mer- 
chant tanker Pan Pennsylvania was ambushed and 
torpedoed about 100 miles off New York. Units of 
Task Group 21.5, the destroyer-escorts Gandy (Lieu- 
tenant Commander W. A. Sessions, U.S.N.R.), Joyce 
(Lieutenant Comander Robert Wilcox, U.S.C.G.), and 
Peterson (Lieutenant Commander S. M. Hay, 
U.S.C.G.R.) were at that time engaged in escorting 
the ships of a convoy which was forming in the area. 
The three DE’s were ordered to get the submarine in- 
vader and rescue the crew of the stricken tanker. 

At top speed the DE’s raced to the tanker’s aid. 
Obviously tlie wallowing vessel was hard hit, but her 
crew had the situation in hand, and the destroyer 
escorts commenced an immediate hunt for her assail- 
ant. 

Joyce presently made sound contact with the 
enemy. Lieutenant Commander Wilcox directed a 
depth-charge attack, and the DE sowed her teardrops 
and ashcans with such speed and accuracy that the 
first pattern disabled the submarine and brought it 
lunging to the surface. 

The U-boat broaclied and made a lame run for it. 
All three DE’s opened fire. The submarine gunners 
tumbled topside and fired back. A shell-burst sprayed 
shrapnel across Gandy’s foredeck, wounding four of 
her men. In answer Lieutenant Commander Sessions 
ordered the DE full speed ahead, and sent her charg- 
ing at the foe. Hot on the heels of her shells the DE 
rammed the U-boat and sent her reeling. 

As Gandy veered away, Joyce and Peterson re- 
sumed fire. Boxed in, the battered submarine stag- 
gered and rolled in the vortex of a shrapnel tempest. 
Evidently her pressure hull was punctured, her con- 
trol room was flooding, and her machinery was crip- 
pled, for she could neither dive nor run away. Her 
skipper gave die order to scuttle. Only a few of the 
U-boaters managed to abandon as the scuttling 
charges exploded within the submarine. The muffled 
blasts opened her seams, and she went doivn with a 
rush. 

Joyce picked up the swimming sumVors-a dozen 
Germans, all told, including the Commanding OflScer. 
He identified the sunken submcTsible as U-550. 

That U-boat had the book thrown at her," one of 
the destroyermen of TG 21.5 said aftcrv/ard "Sh» 
was depth-charged, shelled, and rammed so f^t she 
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must have thought the whole U.S. Navy was on top 
of her. No wonder her skipper scuttled.” 

The fight with U-550 was the Gandy’s baptism of 
fire. She had completed her shakedown cruise less 
than Uvo weeks before, and had been on duty no 
more than eight days when she went into battle. 

“That,” observed a captain in Atlantic Fleet de- 
stroyers, “was going to war in a hurry” 

Frost, Huse, Barber, and Snowden kill U-488 

Along came another baby flat-top— the CVE Croa- 
TAN under Captain J. P. W. (“Johnny”) Vest. She led 
another group of sharpshooting hunter-killers: Task 
Group 21.15, composed of the destroyer-escorts Inch 
(Commander C. W. Frey, U.S.N.R.), Frost (Lieuten- 
ant Commander J. H. McWhorter, U.S.N.R.), Huse 
(Lieutenant Commander R. H. Wanless, U.S.N.R.), 
Barber (Lieutenant Commander E. T. B. Sullivan), 
and Snowden (Lieutenant Commander N. W. Swan- 
son, U.S.N.R.). Riding the Croatan was Commander 
F. D. Giambattista, division commander of these sub- 
hunting escorts. Destination: a U-boat pasture in the 
balmy April seas to the west of the Cape Verdes. The 
“milk cows” were on the range, and Task Group 
21.15 was on the wolfpack trail. 

So it happened that in the morning mists on April 
26, 1944, Huse and Frost were investigating a sound 
contact with inquisitive detection gear. And at 0555 
Frost fired a hedgehog salvo that was presently 
echoed by three muffled deep-sea explosions. Then 
silence. The DE “ping jockies” worked their instru- 
ments as the destroyer-escorts roamed the area. The 
Sound men at the phones were all ears. No answer. 
Straining lookouts and Croatan’s sharp-eyed planes 
searched the seascape for signs of U-boat flotsam. 
Nothing. Was it a kill? 

Two days later a persistent Croatan hunter spied 
a dark carpet of oil floating on the sea’s warm sur- 
face. Destroyer-escorts Snowden, Frost, and Barber 
raced to the spot to conduct a hunt. 

The DE trio probed the deep, and dropped depth 
charges. After several depth-charge attacks, two 
undersea explosions were heard. Then a silence that 
drifted off into nothing. If a U-boat had been down 
there, it was no longer operating. 

Post-war inquiry revealed that U-488 had vanished 
somewhere west of the Cape Verdes late in April 
1944. Doenitz’s headquarters had written her off as 
Sperlos Versenkt— "sunk without a trace.” But evi- 


dence indicates that she was sunk in the vicinity of 
lat. 17-54 N., long. 38-05 W., by action of destroyer- 
escorts Frost, Huse, Barber, and Snowden. 

From Menace to Problem 

Northern seas, or waters warmed by the equator- 
whatever the latitude or longitude, the Atlantic 
Ocean during the winter of 1943-44 had become too 
hot for the U-boat Force. The unterseebooten were 
unable to cope with the CVE-DD-DE teams that 
combed the Atlantic as hunter-killers. 

Kills that winter were spotty because game was 
scarce. In the South Atlantic waters off Brazil, in the 
Caribbean area, in the region of the Grand Banks, 
Nazi submarine raiders were few and far between. In 
Central Atlantic waters and along the North At- 
lantic convoy runs, the wolfpacks had grown gun-shy. 
And many U-boats had been called home to have 
Schnorkel installed. But German naval bases on the 
Baltic and U-boat pens on the Atlantic coast of 
Europe were under fire by the time the Schnorkel 
stack went into production, and so were factories 
which produced various elements of the device. 

Spearheaded by the CVE-DD-DE task groups, the 
Allied A/S Forces had the Nazi submarines on the 
run by the spring of 1944. With radar, Huff-Duff, 
and hedgehog, with synchronized teamwork and ruth- 
less persistence, the hunter-killers were winning the 
Battle of the Atlantic. Winning it while American 
convoys were transporting scores of thousands of men 
and cargo after cargo of equipment to the British 
Isles for the invasion of Fortress Europa. 

The war-tide had turned. Its turn was registered in 
Tenth Fleet Headquarters by a set of simple statistics. 

FOR EACH U-BOAT DESTROYED IN 1941, ABOUT 
16 ALLIED VESSELS WENT DOWN. FOR EACH 
U-BOAT DESTROYED IN 1942, THE ALLIES LOST 
ABOUT 13 VESSELS. IN 1943, THE ALLIED FIGURE 
WAS REDUCED TO 2. AND BY THE SPRING OF 
1944, A U-BOAT WAS GOING DOWN FOR ALMOST 
EVERY ALLIED VESSEL SUNK. 

The tidal turn was also remarked by Admiral 
Ernest J. King, Commander-in-Chief United States 
Fleet, when he made the following report to Secretary 
of the Navy Frank Knox on March 1, 1944: 

“Submarines have not been driven pom the seas, 
but they have changed status pom menace to prob- 
lem." 
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CHAPTER 24 


SWEEPING THE WESTERN OCEAN 

(MAY 1944-SEPTEMBER 1944) 



Escorting Operation Overlord 

In die spring of 1944 some 2,500 transports and legions of men were 
assembled in English waters for “Operation Overlord,” the drive 
to crack Hitler’s West Wall. The majority of those ships and men 
■were American. As such, diey’d had to journey across a good 3,000 
miles of Atlantic Ocean to reach this springboard to Adolph’s 
Fortress Europe. Day after day, week in, week out, they had steamed 
into Londonderry, Northern Ireland, and do-\vn to Falmouth, 
Plymouth, Brixham, and other southwest ports of Wales and Eng- 
land. 

This vast concentration of men and transports arrived in convoys— 


ship-train after ship-train that crossed the Atlantic on 
main-line schedule. And they arrived only because of 
the escortage furnished by the U.S.N. and tlie British 
Na-vy, and the anti-submarine campaign waged by the 
British and American A/S forces. Every U-boat 
downed by escort groups or hunter-killers increased 
the safety factor for the convoy system. Obviously the 
submarine sent to the bottom in January was not on 
hand to torpedo the convoy that sailed in March. 
And the Werner Henke, captured in March, could 
not contribute his skills to the U-boat effort in May. 

The part played by DesLant in this vast transport 
effort has been suggested in episodes relating to de- 
stroyers on convoy duty and their participation in the 
hunter-killer program. And the work of the destroyers 
in the anti-submarine war went on throughout the 
spring and summer of 1944, while die guns thundered 
on the beachheads of Normandy. There was no cessa- 
tion in the Battle of the Atlantic or the dangers 
thereof— as witness the following episodes. 

Loss of U.S.S. Parrott 

There was something of brutal irony in the fate 
that befell the destroyer Parrott. The retreat from 
the Philippines— the Java Sea campaign— the desper- 


ate retirement from Tjilatjap— Parrott lived through 
them all. She was one of the five old Asiatic Fleet 
four-stackers to survive the whirhvind Japanese of- 
fensive and reach Australia after the fall of die Malay 
Barrier. Scarred and salty from long duty on the 
Pacific front, a veteran of many battles, and brushed 
by many a close shave, she returned to the States for 
repairs and recuperation. 

In die spring of 1944 she was at Norfolk, Virginia. 
With her was her veteran skipper, Commander J. N. 
Hughes, and many of her original complement— men 
of the old Asiatic Fleet who had fought the war under 
Admiral Hart and shot it'out pointblank iv’ith the 
invasion forces from Tokyo. 

On die afternoon of May 2, die destroyer received 
orders to move. She was backing clear of her berth at 
the Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, ivhen at 1636 
there was a shout; a shadow loomed over her like a 
cliff rising out of fog, and a crash shook the old DD 
from stem to stern. She had been rammed rr/ the 
merchant ship S.S. John Morton. 

Three of her men dead. Seven v,-oyr.-ded. And 
Parrott, her hull half buckled, w-as fetg'Jv hnrL 

At 1655 the disabled destrojer iw/i/ed bv 
tugs. Later she was towed to the h'ryr ztPrrz^ 


mouth, Virginia. Repair cretvs looked her over, and 
reported extensive damage. She was decommissioned 
on June 16, 1944. 

Buckley and Aircraft Kill U-66 (“Stand By To Repel 
Boarders!’’) 

Here is the story of a DE-submarine battle that 
featured a command the like of which had not been 
heard in the Navy for over a century. The destroyer- 
escort was the Buckley, commissioned as recently as 
April 30, 1943. The submarine was a Nazi model, the 
U-66. The battle occurred in the Central Atlantic on 
May 6, 1944. And the command, quoted in the above 
heading, had not been heard by United States Navy 
men since the day of the Tripolitan Wars. 

But the story’s beginning is modern enough— a 
hunter-killer team (Task Group 21.11) led by the new 
escort-carrier Block Island (Captain F. M. Hughes) 
in a foray to the Cape Verdes area. There, in the 
Arquipelago de Cabo Verde, the wolfpacks had been 
reported again, with their migrant "milk cows" 
driven far south of Madeira and the Azores. Sailing 
from Norfolk on April 22, the Block Island team 
was to relieve the Croatan group which had been 
operating in the Cape Verdes area. 

Including the escort-carrier, the Block Island 
group was composed of four 24-knot "black oil" DE’s: 
the destroyer-escorts Ahrens (Commander M. H. 
Harris, U.S.N.R.), Barr (Lieutenant Commander H. 
H. Love, U.S.N.R.), Buckley (Lieutenant Com- 
mander B. M. Abel, U.S.N.R.), and Eugene E. El- 
more (Lieutenant Commander G. L. Conkey, 
U.S.N.R.). The DE’s were under the leadership of 
Commander H, Mullins, Jr., whose pennant was in 
Ahrens. 

At 1555 on April 29, the Block Islanders relieved 
tlie Croatan team on station, and the offensive sub- 
hunt was under way. Two days later the group was 
given a "Huff-Duff” fix on a submarine in the offing. 
A searcli plane made radar contact and attacked the 
U-boat with depth charges. When the sub evaded, the 
Block Island team commenced intensive hold-down 
tactics which continued for the next five days. 

Under that sort of pressure the U-boaters usually 
made a desperate rise for air and a battery-charge. 
As e.xpccted, the U-boaters hunted by TG 21.11 did 
just that. 

On the fifth day of the hunt the DE’s Ahrens and 
Elmore were sent to a position some 60 miles ahead 
on the submarine’s projected track. Destroyer-escorts 
Buckley and Barr remained behind on the projected 
track. By the evening of May 5, the hunter-killers 
were some 500 miles to the west of the Cape Verdes, 
making radar sweeps for the hidden submarine. Buck- 


ley (Lieutenant Commander Abel) was steaming 
along as screen for Block Island. 

A fine night for cruising on a sea laved with silver 
from a full May moon. Flying fish and phosphorus 
twinkling in the water and all the rest of it. The war 
could seem remote on such a night in those balmy 
latitudes. Were it not for the blackout and the drone 
of scouting aircraft, a sailor standing lookout might 
think the world at peace. 

All hands in TG 21.11 knew that the sub was in 
the vicinity; at 2122 her "pip" had showed upon the 
radar screens. The contact had glimmered out, and 
at midnight the seascape looked as peaceful as a 
painting. But at 0216 the next morning one of Block 
Island’s night-flying scouts reported radar contact. 
Some 20 miles from Buckley the U-boat was prowl- 
ing along on the surface. 

Aided by a stream of information voice-radioed 
from the plane, Buckley ran the contact down. The 
DE’s lookouts sighted the sub at about 2,500 yards, 
sharply silhouetted in the moon-path and making no 
apparent effort to avoid detection. To the surprise of 
Lieutenant Commander Abel and others on the de- 
stroyer-escort bridge, the U-boat defied both conven- 
tion and Buckley by making herself more conspicu- 
ous with a pyrotechnic display of three red flashes. 

Whether the flares were a challenge, a signal to 
some companion submarine, or a Nazi trick, Abel 
had no time to learn. At 2,200 yards he ordered his 
gunners to open fire. Washed with carmine light, the 
target was a set-up for the DE marksmen and they 
were on it with first salvo. Replying with deck bat- 
teries, the U-boat returned the salvo and pulled away 
to open the range. Abel called for high speed, and the 
DE raced in. 

There was a moment wherein Buckley and U-66 
were running neck and neck, leaving parallel tvakes 
that streamed astern in the moonlight like silver rail- 
road tracks. Not 20 yards apart, the American and 
Nazi gunners were firing hammer-and-tongs. Then, at 
Abel’s order Buckley’s helmsman threw her over. 
Veering sharply, the DE swung at top speed and 
rammed the submarine. 

The collision sent Buckley’s bow riding high over 
the U-boat’s deck, and the two tvere locked in a tight 
embrace. It was the Borie-U-405 battle all over again, 
with a few unusual refinements. Neither Buckley nor 
U-66 could bring their guns to bear. But the Nazis in 
this instance showed more pugnacity than the U-^Oa 
crew. Scrambling out of the hatches and mounting 
the conning tow’cr, they let fly with a fusillade of 
small-arms and rifle fire. For a moment those on 
Buckley’s boiv and bridge were forced to take cover. 
And tlien the destroyermen were astounded to see the 
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submariners clambering up the DE’s bow, coming 
hand over fist in a squalling assault to board. 

STAND BY TO REPEL BOARDERSi 

Above the tumult and shouting, the crackle o£ 
pistol fire, the din and clang, that command seemed 
to linger in the gunsmoke as an echo from the past. 
Imagination, perhaps. But there was nothing imag- 
inary about the Nazi charge and the defensive fight 
put up by Buckley’s crew. 

A man on Buckley’s bow satv a Teutonic face in 
the smoke, and struck it with a knotty fist. The Nazi 
foemen kept coming. The infuriated destroyermen 
hurled empty shell-cases, coffee mugs, spitkits, any- 
thing and everything that could serve as missiles. 
Rifles and hand grenades reached the defenders up 
forward just as the DE broke away and slid clear of 
the submarine’s hull. A splash and a roll, and Buck- 
ley and U-66 were grappling beam to beam, frigate- 
fashion. 

A grenade curved like a baseball from the DE’s 
bow and exploded in a submarine deck-hatch. The 
U-boat veered to port, then swung hard right to ram 
the destroyer-escort. Jarred by a glancing blow, Buck- 
ley swayed and veered away, then swung back toward 
the submarine. Another pitched grenade hurtled 
from the DE’s deck and curved into the enemy’s 
conning tower hatch. A savage explosion, a fiery glare, 
and a gush of smoke— and die U-boat went stumbling 
down under the sea. 

Abel followed up with the usual A/S maneuvers. 
Buckley was a little prankish about answering her 
helm, for her bow below the waterline was bent a bit 
to port, in the shape of a plowshare. The U-6G, too, 
must have been cranky about answering her helm— 
unless the steersman in her control room was deliber- 
ately following a course to Valhalla. The silence in 
her wake was the hush of extinction. The sea swept 
away the watery swirl where she had plunged, and she 
was erased. 

Damaged, but far from disabled, Buckley was de- 
tached from the Block Island group at midnight on 
the 7th, and directed to proceed independently to 
New York via Bermuda. She carried with her a 
unique distinction. She was the first U.S. naval vessel 
since the day of Decatur obliged to repel boarders. 

Elmore and Ahrens Kill U-549 {Block Island’s Last 
Battle) 

After Buckley was damaged in the fierce scrim- 
mage with U-66, the DE’s Ahrens and Elmore were 
recalled to serve as screen for Block Island. Engaged 
in this activity, Elmore made sonar contact with an 
enemy sub and attacked with a depth-charging that 


may have lamed the unseen U-boat. For the next six 
days tlie Block Islanders conducted an air and sur- 
face 'round-the-clock hold-down, but they were un- 
able to flush the submarine. On May 13 the group was 
relieved by the Bogue team (Task Group 22.2), and 
Block Island led her huntsmen to Casablanca. 

If the Block Island hunter-killers did a little cele- 
brating ashore, they were more than entitled to fes- 
tivity. The little flat-top was No. 2 scorer in the CVE 
fleet. This distinction had won her the title "Fighting 
Block Island,’’ abbreviated to "U.S.S. FBI,” a nom 
de guerre that expressly suited her proclivities as a 
gang-buster. 

On May 23 the gang-busters, reinforced by de- 
stroyer-escort Robert I. Paine (Lieutenant Com- 
mander D. Cochran, U.S.N.R.) were out again. With 
Captain F. M. Hughes on her bridge, tlie Block 
Island led her team straight to the troubled Canary 
area— the vicinity of Monaco Deep, where the bottom 
lies at 3,441 fathoms— and where U-boats were known 
to be foregathering. 

For four days the cruising task group conducted 
routine search operations. Then, shortly after mid- 
night on May 28, one of Block Island’s Grummans 
made a radar contact whicli the pilot interpreted as 
a surfaced sub. The CVE-DE team raced to the spot, 
and hold-down tactics were begun. 

But the contest was not always one-sided. The sub- 
merged submarine retained the advantage of invisi- 
bility, and given a favorable opening she might capi- 
talize on that advantage by launching a torpedo 
attack. An unseen foeman with an underwater 
dagger, tlie U-boat, especially when cornered, could 
prove exceedingly dangerous. As was evidenced by the 
submarine strike at the Block Island task group on 
the evening of May 29. 

The battle exploded witli the suddenness of cliain 
lightning. The gloaming had thickened into darkness, 
the hunter-killers were on the alert, but the U-boat 
lying in ambush was not spotted until a moment too 
late. Unseen, the submarine upped a furtive peri- 
scope, and opened fire. Time: 2015. Two torpedoes 
struck Block Island, their explosions melting into 
a single thunderclap and a volcanic blast of orange 
flame. 

Destroyer escort Elmore spotted the enemy’s peri- 
scope at 2022, and started a full-gun dash for the sub. 
One minute later a third torpedo struck Block 
Island. Within the following sixty seconds, Elmore 
let go a depth-charge barrage, a full pattern that 
tossed up foaming haystacks of sea, but failed to 
destroy the enemy beneath. Now Ahrens came run- 
ning in. And the Paine. About 3,000 yards from 
Block Island, the destroyer-escort Barr headed in on 



the attack. At 2033 Barr was struck in the stern by a 
torpedo. 

All this in less than 20 flying minutes— an escort- 
carrier mortally stricken and a DE torpedoed and dis- 
abled. Barr would remain afloat, but "Fighting 
Block Island” was going under. Listing and afire, the 
CVE was sinking rapidly. And it speaks headlines for 
the rescue work of destroyer escorts Ahrens and 
Paine that of Block Island’s crew only the six men 
killed by the torpedo explosion went down with the 
ship. About 40 minutes after she was struck, tire 
escort-carrier sank, a smoking mass of buckled steel 
and wreckage. But Ahrens saved 674 survivors, and 
Paine rescued 277. 

Meantime the destroyer-escort Elmore was battling 
it out with the enemy. At 2038 she dodged a tor- 
pedo, and at 2110 she picked up a sound contact pre- 
viously made by Ahrens. At 2113 Elmore’s captain. 
Lieutenant Commander G. L, Conkey, ordered a 
hedgehog salvo. He followed through with another. 
And another. Thrashing the water into a minia- 
ture storm, the hedgehog barrage scored a hit. The 
sea tumbled and boomed from U-boat explosions. 
Four minutes later the destroyermen heard the 
crackly, tearing noises and harsh rumble tliat mean a 
submarine is breaking up like a crushed bushel 
basket. 

The battle was over— a murderous action for tire 
record. Block Island sunk— Barr disabled so tliat she 
had to be towed to Casablanca— it was a sea fight the 
hunter-killers of Task Group 21.11 would never for- 
get. 

To the A/S forces loss of the Block Island %vas a 
severe blow. But the "U.S.S. FBI” was to be replaced 
by another Block Island. 

And the "Fighting Block Island” did not go down 
alone. With her in Monaco Deep went her attacker, 
sunk by Elmore— the U-549. 

Francis M. Robinson Kills RO-501 (Thereby Down- 
ing a U-Boat) 

German Vice Admiral Paul H. Weneker arranged 
the deal in Tokyo. Weneker was in charge of block- 
ade-running by submarines between Japan and Ger- 
many. A number of U-boats reached the Java Sea and 
Singapore late in the war, and several made Japan. 
One or two Japanese submarines managed to run 
from Japan to Germany. 

Weneker did not think much of Japanese sub- 
marines. “They were too big for easy handling when 
under attack,” he asserted, “and consequently they 
were easily destroyed. Then the Asdic and sonic and 
radar equipment was very far behind in develop- 
ment" 


However, Weneker cooperated fully with Admiral 
Miwa, and the Nazi U-boaters did their best to aid 
and abet the Nipponese submariners. Weneker ar- 
ranged for a Japanese submarine crew to be sent to 
Germany for training. "They had, I think, very good 
training in German boats and German attack meth- 
ods. But unfortunately they got caught in the North 
Atlantic in early 1944 while returning to Japan.” 

Evidence indicates that Admiral Weneker’s infor- 
mation was essentially correct, but his date was 
slightly off. His account, therefore, was not quite as 
accurate as the report submitted by Lieutenant Com- 
mander J. E. Johansen, U.S.N.R., captain of the 
destroyer-escort Francis M. Robinson. 

The DE was a screening unit for Bogue in Task 
Group 22.2, the hunter-killers who had relieved the 
Block Island team in the Cape Verdes area where 
Bucklev had won her memorable battle. Not to be 
outdone by their predecessors, on the very day they 
took over from the Block Islanders the Bogue team 
stirred up a submarine. 

The date was May 13. The enemy was located 
northxvest of the Cape Verdes, only a few miles from 
the spot w'here Bucklev downed U-66. The play fell 
to the Francis M. Robinson. 

The seascape was painted with sunset (time: 1900) 
when the Robinson made sound contact at 825 yards. 
In a flash tlie hedgehogs fired. As the scattered pro- 
jectiles splashed tlie water, a salvo of depth charges 
went lobbing overside— Mark 8 magnetics set to blow 
the moment they were "influenced.” 

Seven seconds after the projectiles were fired, two 
distinct explosions indicated a couple of hedgehog 
hits. Then came the deep-throated tliundering of 
three depth-charge explosions, booming with a rum- 
pus of upthrown -water. Two or three minutes after 
the last deptli charge explosion there was a muffled 
roar that sounded like a bursting pressure hull. This 
was followed by a deep-sea blast that must have killed 
fish a quarter of a league away. 

The destroyermen presumed they had polished off 
a U-boat. As indeed they had— the U-1224. It was not 
until after the war tliat they learned that the self- 
same U-boat was also the RO-501. There in the 
Atlantic the Francis M. Robinson had sunk a Jap- 
anese submarine! 

The records in Doenitz’s German Navy Head- 
quarters and the testimony of Admiral Weneker in 
Tokyo explained the paradox. The U-1224 had been 
turned over to a Japanese crew in Germany, re- 
named the RO-501, and entered into the service of 
the Emperor. J'hen, en route to Japan, she was 
removed from the Emperor’s service by the deft 
handiwork of destroyer-escort Francis M. Robinson. 
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The DE’s skipper summed up the matter tersely: 

HEARD SUB SANK SAME 


Chatelain, Jenks, Pillsbwy, and Aircraft Capture 
V-505 ("Away Boarders!") 

Ever since the capture of the much decorated Kapi- 
tan Henke, the idea had intrigued “Dan” Gallery. If 
you could bag a U-boat skipper caparisoned with 
medals, why not an entire U-boat? And at this stage 
of the war, when Doenitz was equipping his sub- 
marines with all manner of highly secret gadgets, a 
specimen U-boat would provide the United States 
Tenth Fleet with a wealth of valuable information. 

The captain of the escort-carrier Guadalcanal 
had little difficulty in justifying an enterprise to cap- 
ture a U-boat. When his team put in at Norfolk in 
the spring of 1944, Captain Gallery went straight to 
his superiors with the point, and Navy heads liked 
the idea as much as he did. When the Guadalcanal 
hunter-killers (Task Group 22.3) sailed from Norfolk 
late in May, the group had special permission to 
“bring one back alive.” 

Task Group 22.3 contained the following units; 


CVE Guadalcanal Capt. D. V. Gallery 

DE PiLLSBURY Lt. Comdr. G. W. Casselman, U.S,N.R. 
DE Flaherty Lt. Comdr. M. Johnston, Jr. 

DE Pope Lt. Comdr. E. H. Headland 

DE Jenks Lt. Comdr. J. F. Way 

DE Chatelain Lt. Comdr. D. S. Knox, U.S.N.R. 
The five DE’s were under division 
leadership of Comdr. F. S. Hall 


All hands were instructed on the “Frank Buck” 
objective of the enterprise, and it loaned an exciting 
flavor to a hunt which might otherwise have followed 
tedious routines. 

‘‘Remember,” Captain Gallery stated in effect, 
“we’re out to bring back a U-boat, bag and baggage. 
That means we’ve got to snare her on the surface and 
seize the crew before they can touch off demolition 
charges or plant booby-traps.” 

Everything, then, depended on timing. And speed 
and teamwork were of the essence. Let the Nazi 
skipper or Chief of the Boat get below decks long 
enough to touch off a fuse, or perhaps push a button, 
and the whole exploit would be sabotaged. The 
hunters would have to pounce with all kinds of 
celerity to make a seizure. 

Keyed-up, the Guadalcanal team was hair-trig- 
gered for action when it reached the submarine-in- 
fested area northeast of the Cape Verdes. On June 4 
the hunters were about 100 miles off the African 
coast, on the parallel that marks the boundary of Rio 
de Oro and French Mauretania. 


The date— two days before the Normandy landings 
—was propitious for tliis high enterprise. Day broke 
with a pleasant sky; the sea was rumpled and touched 
here and there with lazy whitecaps, but nothing to 
interfere with the hunting project. At 1110 in the 
morning the destroyer-escort Chatelain made the 
first sound contact that touched off the action. 

The DE’s had been steaming ahead and off both 
bows of the escort-carrier. At the middle of the right 
flank, Chatelain was about a mile from the Guadal- 
canal when she picked up the contact. Evidently the 
submarine was trying to slip through the screen for a 
headlong torpedo strike at the CVE. Chatelain’s 
captain. Lieutenant Commander Knox, got off the 
report, 

AM STARTING TO ATTACK 

and at 1 1 1 6 he ordered a hedgehog salvo. 

Upon receiving Chatelain’s report. Captain Gal- 
lery launched Guadalcanal’s planes as fast as they 
could take off. Skimming over the seascape in a Wild- 
cat, Ensign J. W. Cadle, U.S.N.R., sighted the sub 
running under the surface. A moment later a brother 
Wildcat pilot, Lieutenant W. W. Roberts, U.S.N.R., 
glimpsed the shadowy U-boat. Splashing the sea with 
machine-gun fire, the two pilots pointed out the 
quarry to Chatelain and to DE’s Jenks and Pills- 
BURY rushing to the spot. 

The submarine glided in a roundabout turn to pre- 
sent its stern tubes toward the flat-top. This scorpion- 
like maneuver, the prelude for a stern torpedo shot, 
cost the submarine the initiative. Following direc- 
tions given by the aircraft, and tracking by sound, 
Chatelain dashed to an intercepting position and 
lambasted the U-boat with a full pattern of shallow- 
set depth charges. The barrage was launched at 1121. 
At exactly 11221/9 the submarine broached within 
800 yards of ready Chatelain. This was fast action. 
From salvo to barrage, it had taken the DE less than 
13 minutes to gouge the submarine out. 

Fast as was that piece of work, the ensuing action 
was even faster. As the U-boat floundered to the sur- 
face, the Chatelain gunners opened fire with a small 
caliber fusillade hot enough to make Jerry keep his 
head down, but not so withering as to wreck the sub- 
marine. Scrambling up out of the hatches, the U- 
boaters were able to snap back with a few wild shots. 
But when Pillsbury and Jenks joined the shooting 
match with long-range (but light) gunnery, the Nazis 
promptly threw up the sponge. With bullets whistling 
across the slender decks and ricochetting off the 
conning tower, the submariners went overside like 
bullfrogs. Division Commander Hall in Pillsbury 
had opportunity to count the jumpers and ascertain 


the fact that the U-boaters had summarily abandoned. 
Amazingly enough the U-boat’s screws were still 
churning, and. the expected thunder of demolition 
charges failed to come. 

Yet the Nazis might have left the submarine fused 
and set to blow up like a mammoth time-bomb. Or 
one or two of the crew might have remained below to 
open flood valves and go down with the U-boat. 
Wallowing on the surface, the sub was a thing of 
mystery and menace not to be taken lightly. There 
were some quickened pulses among the destroyermen 
when Commander Hall gave the "Go get ’er" order. 

To Chatelain and Jenks: 

PICK UP SURVIVORS 

To Pillsbury: 

WE ARE going TO BOARD AtVAY BOARDING PARTIES 
LOWER AtVAY 'WHALEBOATS 

Here was another drama reminiscent of old Na-vy 
days— a small boat hauling away to come alongside 
the prize and put a boarding party on the enemy’s 
deck. Not an easy task under the immediate circum- 
stances. The abandoned U-boat was making about 7 
knots, and traveling in a circle. Tlie Pillsbury men 
had a time of it trying to overhaul and catch the 
vagrant craft. When the DE closed in and made an 
effort to get lines aboard, the sub swung alongside 
and slashed Pillsbury’s hull with sharp bow planes. 
The destroyermen might have been trying to lasso a 
giant shark. 

But at length the boarding party managed to over- 
haul, and the party’s leader. Lieutenant (jg) A. L. 
David, U.S.N.R., accompanied by S. E. Wdowiak, 
Radioman Second, and A. W. Knispel, Torpedoman 
Third, clambered up the slippery hull. They were 
met on deck by a dead man who watched them with 
a sightless stare. No use trying to interrogate this 
submariner; if he knew the answers, he wasn’t going 
to talk. And time was ticking. If bombs were also 
ticking, this silent sub was on the verge of blowing 
up like an exploding cigar; there was no moment to 
be wasted in dreary imaginings. 

"All right, boys. Let’s go.” 

Down through the open conning tower hatch. 
Down to the evacuated control room. The murky at- 
mosphere redolent of oil, grease, and body smell; the 
periscope shaft and complex instrument panels; the 
passageways that were a jungle of water and air lines, 
pipes, cables— to Lieutenant David, an old sub- 
mariner, at least these things were familiar. He found 
the right controls, and managed to stop the Diesel 
engines. With the engines stopped, the submarine 
went logy; evidently the 7-knot pace was all that had 
kept her from sinking by the stern. Another lurch 


and she might head for the bottom. The boarders 
rushed to the seacocks and shut out the flood just in 
time. 

And so it was done. The U-boat neither sank nor 
exploded. Guadalcanal sent a boarding party to 
take over the sub; a tow line was passed to the CVE; 
Captain Gallery boarded the prize to examine her 
interior and adjust her jammed steering mechanism. 
Minor repairs were managed then and there; the 
submarine was battened down and prepared for a 
journey. 

Altogether it was quite a bag. "While destroyer- 
escort Pillsbury had been roping and hog-tying the 
prize, destroyer-escorts Jenks and Chatelain had 
picked up tlie crew: five officers, including the cap- 
tain, and 53 men. Only one of the crew had been 
killed. And tlie only man wounded was the U-boat’s 
skipper, Obcrleutnanl zur See Harald Lange. 

Probably he suffered as much from injured feelings 
as from bodily hurt when he saw his submarine, the 
U-505, led off into captivity ivith the Stars and Stripes 
floating over the conning tower. However, he could 
have assuaged liis chagrin with the knowledge that 
his U-boat had been bagged by one of tlie champion 
CVE-DE teams on the Atlantic. DE’s Chatelain and 
Pillsbury had already acquired repute as A/S ex- 
perts, and Guadalcanal was one of the top flat-tops 
in the fleet. What chance had an ordinary U-boat 
when hunted by tliese naval Nimrods? 

There remained for the victors the long voyage 
home, a 2,500-mile haul to Bermuda, with U-505 
trailing meekly on the end of a tow line. Tenth Fleet 
experts at Bermuda were waiting in a high pitch of 
excitement and curiosity. 

While Oberleutnant zur See Harald Lange and his 
crew were interrogated by Intelligence officers, the 
U-505 was gone over by trained examiners. The 
prisoners of war were noncommittal. But U-505 
divulged some of Doenitz’s most clierished secrets. 
Needless to say, this inside knowledge greatly en- 
hanced the Na'vy’s A/S effort. 

For tliis invaluable contribution to that effort Cap- 
tain Gallery’s CVE-DE group ivas awarded the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation. 

Frost, Inch, Huse, mid Aircraft Down U-490 

In June 1944 one of the newer Nazi submarines 
went down to what at that date must have been close 
to a record depth. The submarine was the U-490, a 
large "refueler” sent out for the specific purpose of 
rendezvousing with thirsty U-boats and supplying 
them with Diesel oil. 

Dangerous dutyl Refueler subs were marked for 
immediate attention by Allied hunter-killers. Obvi- 
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The U-1229 (above, with schnorkel) was sunk by 
U.S.S. Bogue before she could land saboteurs. Be- 
low, the Buckley’s bow, bent from ramming U-66. 


Result of one torpedo. The stern of the destroyer-escort Barr after she was 
torpedoed by the U-549 in the same wolfpack battle in which U.S.S. Block 
Island was sunk. Block Island’s killer was sunk in turn by DE’s Frost and Inch. 



Happy to be alive. A survivor of the refueler The other side of the picture. U.S. destroyer-escort Fiske, her back broken 
U-490, sunk by CVE Croatan and DE’s Frost, by a torpedo, begins to sag before breaking apart in the middle. No echo of 

Inch, and Huse, smiles as he is hoisted to safety. sound warned her sonarmen, no eye saw the track of the torpedo that killed her. 



ously a wolfpack submarine would be in dire distress 
if it reached a rendezvous with drying oil tanks, only 
to find itself roaming in an oceanic desert wherein the 
' oasis had faded like a mirage. It was the express pur- 
pose of the Navy’s A/S teams to create exactly that 
situation as often as possible. Not only did the de- 
struction of a refueler cost the Germans a large sub 
and a lot of Diesel oil, but it imperiled the wolfpack 
in the area. The mortality of “milk cow’’ submarines 
was accordingly high. 

To reduce the losses, the master minds of the U- 
boat Forces assigned deep-diving submarines to refuel- 
ling operations, in the hope that they might thereby 
frustrate attacking hunters. However, in the advanced 
stage of June 1944 the Navy’s hunter-killers stayed on 
a job until it was done. They did not break off an 
attack after sighting a few bubbles, as did the over- 
confident Japanese, nor did they readily abandon the 
hunt if the enemy’s trail faded out. Wherefore a 
spotted U-boat might be hounded ’round the clock 
for days on end, and the extreme depth at which it 
took cover was of no particular consequence. The 
Navy’s hunter-killers simply remained “on locale,” 
basing their search tactics on the reversed axiom, 
“Whatever goes down, must come up.” 

The destruction of U490 furnishes a specific case 
in point. In June 1944 she was operating in the old 
rendezvous area northwest of the Azores. General 
Eisenhower’s drive on Fortress Europa was in full 
swing at the time, and so the wolfpacks were concen- 
trating on the Atlantic convoy routes for obvious 
reasons. Every cargo transport that could be deleted 
would weaken the Anglo-American drive, and sub- 
marine warfare along the communication lines would 
create a diversion. Hence the presence of U-490 in the 
waters off the Azores during the second week of June 
1944. Also the presence of an American hunter-killer 
group in the same area. 

The A/S team was led by the escort-carrier Croa- 
TAN (Captain J. P. W. Vest). It included the destroyer- 
escorts Frost (Lieutenant Commander J. H. Mc- 
Whorter, U.S.N.R.), Inch (Lieutenant Commander 
D. A. Tufts, U.S.N.R.), and Huse (Lieutenant J. H. 
Batcheller, Jr.), Leading the DE division, in Frost, 
was Commander F. D. Giambattista. 

On June 10 the group received word from Cin- 
CLant that a U-boat was in the Azores vicinity. “Huff- 
Duff ’ fixes were obtained at 1231 that afternoon and 
at 2236 in the evening. Hot on the frail went the 
Croatan team. 

Frost picked up the first sound contact on the 
morning of the 11th. Thereafter sonar contact was 
made intermittently until 2000 that evening. Synchro- 
nizing their efforts. Frost, Huse, and Inch made 


numerous runs in an effort to blast out the sub- 
marine. All day they kept the ashcans crashing, try- 
ing to catch the U-boat with a neat “tic-tac-toe” of 
patterns. They blew up tons of salt water, but could 
find nothing to indicate a blown-up submarine. 

Evidently the sub had found a foxhole, and was 
lying low. With midnight approaching, the DE 
hunter-killers decided to try a new game. The play 
called for a ruse— a simulated retirement. Withdraw- 
ing to a position five miles from the last point of con- 
tact, the three destroyer-escorts waited and watched. 
This interesting variation of “come out, come out, 
wherever you arel” produced surprisingly dramatic 
results. 

Frost, Inch, and Huse had hardly taken up station 
when the U-boat’s “pip” was registered by Frost’s 
radar. Lieutenant Commander McWhorter sent the 
DE steaming for the target. As the range closed, he 
fired starshells, and at 3,000 yards Frost had the sub- 
marine silhouetted in the glare of her searchlight. 
The DE opened fire with all batteries. Inch, racing 
up, followed suit. Wildly zigzagging, the U-boat ran 
for it. By stepping up speed and changing course, the 
DE’s remained on target and held range to about 
1,600 yards. At 1,200 yards, the target vanished from 
the radar scope. 

A few minutes later, the racing destroyer-escorts 
were at the spot where the U-boat had disappeared. 
The water seemed to be alive with screaming men. 
A searchlight sweep revealed floundering swimmers 
and yellow rubber rafts. No sign of the submarine. 
But as the destroyermen maneuvered to pick up sur- 
vivors, a stupendous deep-sea explosion was heard. 
The blast was followed by the crunching sound of 
buckling metal and disintegrating machinery. Far 
under the surface, sea pressure was tearing the U-boat 
to fragments. The hour was 2210 in the evening of 
June 11. 

The submarine thus demolished was the U-490, the 
refueler introduced at the beginning of this account. 
She had been in commission no more than six 
months. Loaded with Diesel oil and provisions, she 
had arrived at the appointed rendezvous, only to 
make a rendezvous with death. The Croatan killer 
group had overtaken her before she could fuel or 
provision a single U-boat. 

U-490 had received some slight damage from a 
hedgehog attack the previous day, but nothing that 
her damage controlmen could not handle. In an effort 
to elude the continuous depth-charging, her skipper 
had taken her down to a depth below 700 feet. At 
this whale-hole level she had escaped the ashcans. 
But after the deep dive for cover, and after 17 hours’ 
submergence under fire, both her oxygen and the 
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gadgets”) installed in the newer Nazi submarines. 
Doenitz might improve the subs, but he could do 
little to improve the war situation and nothing what- 
ever to improve the durability of submariners. A man 
can take just so much. 

The U-boaters were learning that the way of the 
transgressor (especially in the Western Atlantic) re- 
mained hard. ' 

Loss of U.S.S. Fiske 

The second destroyer-escort lost in the Battle of 
the Atlantic, the U.S.S. Fiske (Lieutenant J. A. 
Comly, U.S.N.R.) was operating in the summer of 
1944 as a unit in Task Group 22.6, a hunter-killer 
team led by the escort-carrier Wake Island. 

On the morning of August 2, the group was comb- 
ing a North Atlantic area about midway between 
Newfoundland and the British Isles. Schnorkel subs 
had been reported on this old battleground, and the 
Wake Islanders (group included five DE’s) were on 
the hunt. At 1157 the destroyer-escort Fiske, accom- 
panied by her companion DE Douglas L. Howard 
(Lieutenant Commander W. Stokey, U.S.N.R.), 
peeled off to investigate a contact. 

Racing across a seascape burnished with noon, the 
two DE’s reached tlie vicinity of lat. 47-11 N., long. 
33-29 W. Widi the chronometers at 1223, the contact 
was identified as a submarine. At 1235, sonar range 
1,075 yards, Fiske was suddenly stunned by a tre- 
mendous underwater explosion. The blast shattered 
her hull amidships, left her listing and disabled. No 
torpedo had been heard by the sonarmen, the look- 
outs had seen no telltale wake. It is possible that 
Fiske was hit by a "wakeless” electric, a model that 
could sometimes strike like a bolt from the blue. 

At 1240 the disabled DE was convulsed by an 
internal explosion somewhere forward. ' Through a 
haze of steam and smoke the men below decks groped 
their way topside. Lieutenant Comly gave the order 
to abandon, for tlie vessel’s back was broken, her 
fonvard engine-room flooding. Although many of the 
crew were badly injured, the men went overside in 
good order. Close at hand, the destroyer-escort Far- 
QUHAR (Lieutenant Commander D. E. Walter, 
U.S.N.R.) moved in to pick up survivors. 

In the heaving sea Fiske broke in two. The flooded 
bow section sank at 1342. With screws awash, the 
stern section remained afloat until sunk by gunfire 
from the Howard later in the afternoon. 

Fiske suffered painful losses: 33 dead or missing, 
and 52 injured among the 183 survivors. By 1620 all 
survivors were recovered by Farquhar, and the in- 
jured were in the good hands of doctors and Pharma- 
cist’s Mates. 


The U-boat responsible for this disaster escapee 
immediate reckoning. But the payment would not b( 
long deferred. The U-boat Force was losing heavil^ 
to American hunter-killer groups that season. Anc 
German torpedoes would sink but one more Ameri 
can destroyer-escort before VE-Day, whereas Ameri 
can destroyer-escorts would send a continuing pro 
cession of Nazi submarines to sea-bottom. 

Cloak and Dagger 

In August 1944, plotting behind padded walls oi 
secrecy. Admiral Doenitz conspired with Nazi Intel 
ligence to land a party of saboteurs on Long Island 
And if it could be done on Long Island, why nol 
Maine, Florida, and elsewhere along the Americar 
east coast? Put ashore by Schnorkel submarines, the 
saboteurs could burrow into the American seaboard 
like so many termites. After lying low presumabl) 
secure in hide-outs arranged by secret agents and 
Nazi sympathizers, the saboteurs could emerge with 
demolition gear to blow up ammunition factories, 
wreck railroads, and terrorize the American populace 
generally. It was all very wonderful. But the cat got 
out of the bag, and the Allies got ivord of the fine 
Hollyivood plot. Hence the presence of hunter-killer 
groups in various waters where tlie Schnorkeling 
saboteurs were expected. 

So it came about that on August 20 the Bogue 
hunter-killer team was at the right place at the right 
time. Along came U-1229, sneaking on tiptoe in true 
submarine villain fashion, the periscope with a 
wicked gleam in its eye. The DE’s with Bogue did not 
get in on the kill, but tliey screened tlie flat-top while 
her aircraft pounced on the melodramatic sub. 
Crushed by these bombers, the invader ended up on 
the sea floor. 

A couple of other Schnorkels managed to get 
through the Sea Frontier fence and land saboteur 
parties on the eastern beaches of Long Island and 
Florida. There the secret invaders were promptly 
picked up by Coast Guard patrols and the famous 
G-Men of J. Edgar Hoover. So another Doenitz enter- 
prise came to naught. 

The destroyer forces which participated in sabotag- 
ing tlie Nazi sabotage effort were merely living up to 
their role as gang-busters. 

AJS Assessment 

By the end of summer, 1944, the U-boat effort was 
practically squelched. It was utterly vanquished inso- 
far as cutting the American supply line to the Euro- 
pean front was concerned. The huge tonnages neces- 
sary to feed, fuel, and supply the United States 
legions in Normandy were crossing the Atlantic on 
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schedule. Torpedo warfare flared along the ship 
lanes, and some smitten cargomen went down, but 
convoys protected by American and Allied A/S forces 
crossed the ocean in a steady parade and delivered 
the goods for tlie continuing drive of "Operation 
Overlord." 

In turn the “Overlord” drive spiked the U-boat 
effort by depriving German submarines of French 
and Netherlands ports. One after another the sub- 
marine pens were captured or demolished as the 
liberators advanced. Before the planes and guns of 
the U.S. and Allied vanguards the U-boaters fell back. 


Eventually they were compelled to retire to bases in 
the Baltic and along the coast of Norway. 

Admiral Doenitz would make a final desperate try 
with the long-range, streamlined Type XXI’s and 
improved Schnorkels. The try was a submarine swan 
song. The U-boats got into the Atlantic once more, 
but there were not enough of them to carry on as 
packs. And even if there had been enough, wolfpack- 
ing as practiced by the Nazis was obsolete. 

The Rudcltaktik was done for. Sunk by search 
radar and hunter-killer teams composed of CVE’s, 
DD’s, and DE’s, 
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DESTROYERS TO SICILY 

(DD SUPPORT OF ‘•OPF.RATION HUSKY”) 



Destinaliou Sicily 

By Janunr)' 1013 the Axis was on the defensive on all fronts. In the 
Pacific the United States Navy had begun the long drive for Tokyo. 
In the Atlantic the U-boats were gradually giving way. In Eastern 
Europe the Russian Army had broken the back of the German Sixth 
Army at Stalingrad. In North Africa Rommel's Afrika Korps had re- 
treated to Tunisia, and Allied forces were marching easttvard through 
Morocco and Algeria for a sliowdotvn with the badly singed "Desert 
Fox.” Allied strategists found tlie global situation auspicious. 

Italy was the weak link in the Axis chain— that was obvious. Re- 
ports indicated that the Italian people were unhappy over the Nazi 


partnership. The Germans in Italy struck a domi- 
neering attitude whicli was cordially resented. The 
wholesale losses suffered by tlic Fascist Army in tlic 
war had clad the nation in mourning and black de- 
feat. The time was ripening for a drive on tlic Fascist 
homeland. 

At a conference held in Casablanca (Januar)’ 14-24, 
1943) Roosevelt and Churchill met with Allied mili- 
tary leaders to plan future war moves. The Russians, 
staggered by huge casualty lists, were openly demand- 
ing a second front in Europe. But Hitler's "West 
Wall” was too formidable for immediate storming. 
Italy, the midriff of what Churcliill called the "soft 
underbelly of Europe," was the logical target. A 
smash at Italy had a good chance of knocking the 
Fascists out of the war; also a large German array 
might be trapped on the Italian boot. Seizure of 
Italy would place the Allies at the back door of occu- 
pied France. And it would give them control of the 
Mediterranean Sea— the vital passage to Suez, India, 
China, and the East Indies. 

So priority on the invasion program -vvent to Italy. 
But Sicily, the stumbling block at the toe of tlie 
Italian boot, had first to be taken care of. Capture of 
this mountainous island would remove a barrier lying 


athwart the sea road from North Africa to Italy, and 
at the same time it would give the Allies a strategic 
base on Italy’s southwest flank. Sicily, then, was item 
No. 1 on the 1943 invasion agenda. 

The Germans in North Africa had yet to be con- 
tended with, and in mid-February tliey launched a 
savage counteroffensive. The Americans staggered 
back, recovered, and a few weeks later resumed the 
Tunisia push. On May 8 tlie British Tommies fought 
their way into Tunis and the G-I Joes battered doAsm 
tlie gates of Bizerte. The "Desert Fox” and a few of 
his choice field commanders managed to escape to 
Europe. Cornered in nortlicast Tunisia, the Nazi- 
Fascist African Army surrendered on May 11. 

During May and June the Allies assembled forces 
and rushed preparations for the invasion of Sicily- 
Tunisia provided tliem with front-line ports for the 
staging and maintenance of a drive across tlie narrow 
waist of the Mediterranean. From Algerian and 
Moroccan bases came parades and processions of 
troop and supply convoys that had steamed down 
from the British Isles or made the Atlantic passage 
from America. And all tliis war-shipping meant con- 
voy duty for destroyers; screening duty for destroyers; 
an escort program, and an A/S campaign, and anti- 
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aircraft work that grew hotter and heavier as the cal- 
endar approached the target date. 

The escort of Allied invasion convoys through the 
Straits of Gibraltar to points east in tlie Mediterran- 
ean was no easy task. Mussolini had striven to turn 
the great sea into a Fascist lake. Aided by Nazi 
might and the connivance of Franco Spain, this proj- 
ect had almost been realized. The British had held 
their Gibraltar-to-Suez lifeline by the skin of a bull- 
dog’s teeth, and Axis domination had been frustrated. 
But in the spring of 1943 U-boats still roamed the 
waters below Gibraltar; German torpedo-planes flew 
from nests on the Azure Coast, Sicily, and the Italian 
boot; and II Duce’s naval forces struck ^vhen and 
where they could. 

The Italian Navy was represented, even by tlte 
Nazis, as a "fleet-in-being,” remarked for its menace 
value rather than its fighting qualities. Whether tliis 
Nazi scorn for Italy’s surface fleet was tvaiTanted or 
not, such derision for tlie Italian submarine sert'ice 
would not have been justifiable. Italian submarines 
were not to be taken lightly. In the prewar decade the 
Fascists had built a large undersea force. Appearing 
in the Atlantic from time to time, Italian subs had 
undoubtedly torpedoed a fairly sizable tonnage of 
Allied shipping, and they joined the U-boats in tlie 
Axis effort to hold tlie Mediterranean. 

American destroyers fought Italian submarines dur- 
ing the build-up for the Sicilian invasion. So far as is 
knotvn, the Fascist submariners did not sink any 
American ships during tliis period. But American 
destroyermen operating off the coast of Algeria de- 
molished an Italian submarine. 

Nields Kills Submarine Gorgo 

Early in the afternoon of May 21, 1943, seven de- 
stroyers of Captain T. L. Wattles’ DesRon 16 steamed 
out of Mers-el-Kebir, Algeria, and headed for patrol 
sectors off Oran Harbor. A member of this busy 
squadron, destroyer Nields (Lieutenant Commander 
A. R. Heckey) was assigned the easternmost station of 
the patrol area. 

Nields reached her station at 1515. The patrol was 
so much routine until 1650, at which time Heckey’s 
destroyer received a ‘‘sub sighted” signal from a 
British observation plane. The aircraft led Nields 
to the point where the submarine was spotted, and 
at 1710 the plane dropped a depth charge. Then 
flares were dropped by this and a second plane. Six 
minutes later the destroyer made sound contact with 
the target at 400 yards. 

At .1718 Nields attacked, spreading a pattern of 
nine depth charges. Sound contact was again estab- 
lished at 1723, and Heckey and company treated the 


target to anotlier 9-charge pattern at 1724. Maneu- 
vering for a third attack, the destroyermen fired two 
forward K-guns on sound contact at 1731. They fol- 
lowed through with three portside K-guns at 1741, 
firing at a contact that was dim and whispery. The 
barrage tliunder ebbed off into silence— the quietude 
of a deep-sea grave. 

Circling the area, Nields continued the sonar 
search until 0700 of the following morning, when 
she moved to take up station off Oran to cover the 
sortie of a convoy. By tliat hour the submarine’s de- 
struction was confirmed by splintered deck planking 
and oil streaking the sea’s surface over a tliree-mile 
expanse— and by the Italian records, after the war. 

The records identified the victim as the Italian sub- 
marine Gorgo. She was one of the two Fascist subs 
sunk by United States ships during the war. The 
second sinking would come during tlie Sicilian inva- 
sion. That, too, was tlie work of an American 
destroyer. 

“Operation Husky” 

By July over 3,200 Allied ships, craft, and boats, 
4,000 air craft, and 250,000 troops were assembled in 
staging areas for Uie Sicilian invasion. As of that date, 
tliis was the greatest armada ever mustered in world 
history. Allied Commander-in-Chief was General 
Eisenhower, with headquarters at Malta. Admiral 
Sir Andrew Cunningham, R.N., headed the com- 
bined fleet. The American naval task force of some 
1,700 vessels was under command of Vice Admiral 
H. K. Hewitt, U.S.N. 

The operation, appropriately titled "Husky,” 
called for a simultaneous attack on Sicily by British 
and American task forces. The American Western 
Task Force would put General Patton’s American 
army ashore on the southwestern coast of the island. 
The British Eastern Task Force would land an army 
division on Sicily’s east coast. The troops were to 
drive for a junction in tlie mountainous hinterland 
while the naval forces patrolled the coasts and cut 
the sea arteries to the Italian mainland. D-Day was set 
for July 10, 1943. 

A rough campaign was in prospect. Enemy strength 
on Sicily was estimated at four or five first-rate Italian 
divisions, five coastal defense divisions, and at least 
two German divisions. Powerful Luftwaffe units were 
on Sicily, and reinforcements could be rushed from 
Italy. Doenitz’s U-boats and Italian naval units could 
be counted on to harry invasion shipping. 

Vice Admiral Hewitt’s United States task force— 
the naval complement of the Western Task Force- 
was composed of three separate attack forces which 
were to land American invasion troops on beachheads 
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at Licata, Gela, and Scoglitti. These attack forces 
were given the code names "Joss,” “Dime,” and 
"Cent.” 

The British task force came down from England; 
the American set out from North African ports. A 
large group of ships stood eastward from Oran on 
July 5. This group was joined by invasion ships from 
Algiers. Steaming on to Tunis and Bizerte, the fleet 
picked up waiting flotillas of landing craft— new “am- 
phibs” out to get their baptism of fire in this Sicilian 
operation. 

Upon departing from Tunis on July 8, the Allied 
armada headed southward from Cape Bon on a decep- 


tive course calculated to baffle enemy observers. In 
the van was the British Eastern Task Force. To the 
rear were American attack forces "Cent," "Joss,” and 
“Dime.” The great fleet’s formation was more than 
a mile wide and 60 miles long. 

The following morning radio listeners intercepted 
a Nazi broadcast concerning the invasion fleet. So the 
enemy was alerted. Even so, he could not be certain 
of the fleet’s destination. 

As the ships steamed toward the objective, they 
bucked high winds and foam-bearded seas. Nasty 
weather could not delay “Operation Husky,” how- 
ever. Already Allied saboteurs had parachuted into 
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Sicily, Allied planes were bombing Sicilian and main- 
land-Italian airfields, paratroopers were taking off for 
a drop behind enemy lines. 

By 0000 D-Day the American attack forces tvere 
maneuvering into position off Licata, Gela, and Scog- 
litti. Fire-support groups of cruisers and destroyers 
were drawing a bead on designated targets. Destroyers 
and other A/S vessels were conducting anti-sub- 
marine sweeps to safeguard heavy ^varships and pro- 
tect the vessels in the transport areas. i 
H-Hour was set for 0245. Foul weather delayed the 
assault, but by dawn of July 10 the “Joss," "Dime," 
and "Cent” troops were all fighting their way across 
Sicilian beachheads, and the Allied fist had landed on 
Europe’s “soft underbelly.” 

But there was nothing soft about Sicily. 

“Husky was a rugged deal," a destroyerman said 
aftenvard. “We ■^vent in through a gale; we shot it 
out with shore batteries; we traded punches with the 
Luftwaffe. We had plenty to do. We even got called 
on to do business with some enemy tanks. The cans 
worked their heads off at Sicily." 


“Joss" at Licata 

The “Joss" Attack Force (TF 86) was led by Rear 
Admiral R. L. Conolly, an officer who had climbed 
to the top on destroyer ladders. The force contained 
the amphibious force flagship Biscayne, cruisers 
Brooklyn and Birmingham, two ocean-going LSI’s 
(Landing Ships, Infantry), over 200 ocean-going land- 
ing craft of other types, eight mine vessels, 33 patrol 
craft, several auxiliaries, and the following DD’s of 
Destroyer Squadron 13: 


Buck Lt. Comdr. M. J. Klein 

Flying the pennant of 
Comdr. E. R. Durgin, comdesron 13 


WOOLSEY 

Ludlow 

Edison 

Bristol 

Wilkes 


Lt. Comdr. H. R. Wier 
Lt. Comdr. L. W. Creighton 
Lt. Comdr. H. A. Pearce 
Comdr. J. A. Click 
Lt. Comdr. F. Wolsieffer 
Flying the pennant of 
Comdr. V. Huber, comdesdiv 26 


Nicholson 

Swanson 

Roe 


Comdr. L. M. Markham, Jr, 
Lt. Comdr. E. L. Robertson, Jr. 
Lt. Comdr. R. L. Nolan, Jr. 


Mission of the "Joss” Attack Force was to place 
assault troops ashore on beaches near Licata, and 
capture and secure that port with its local airfield. 
About 0200 on D-Day morning the landing craft 
started in through darkness that was bituminous-black 
and pitching, but all landings were made successfully 


on the proper beaches according to the planned time- 
interval schedule. 

Licata was considered the best-defended Sicilian 
port in the Western Task Force Assault Area, but no 
ship or craft was fired on during tlie approach. The 
shore guns did not open up until the assault amphibs 
had hit the beaclies. The surprise was complete. 

Worst antagonist at the start was the weather. 
Landing craft were bounced and kicked about in 
foaming breakers, several of the amphibious boats 
were swamped, and gear ivas lost in the shallows. 

Offshore in blind darkness, destroyers Swanson and 
Roe collided at 0255 while steaming to investigate 
two unidentified surface contacts. The crash left the 
destroyers reeling and crippled with damage that 
eventually sent them home to the States for repairs. 
Expert damage-control measures, however, kept the 
injured DD’s going, and subsequently each shot down 
a German plane off Licata. 

The enemy in die “Joss” area opened up about 
0400, and the American fire-support ships let go at 
coastal targets. At dawn die sea and shore in Licata’s 
vicinity were roaring. There was trouble at Red 
Beach where enemy guns were lashing at die boat 
waves going in. Two destroyers were ordered close in- 
shore to screen die boat lanes with smoke. 

Excerpt from Admiral Conolly’s Battle Report: 

At 0725 WooLSEY and Nicholson commenced laying 
smoke screen on Red Beacli as directed. At 0728 Beach- 
master Red Beach reported fire support excellent, that 
no enemy fire had landed on tlie beach for fifteen min- 
utes. Situation was clearing on Red Beach. Fire support 
and smoke screen laid by destroyers was very effective in 
supporting and screening the landing of the LCT’s. 

Excerpt from report by Admiral Hewitt: 

The most notable use of smoke during the operation 
was made in tlie Joss Area during tlie early hours of 
daylight on D-Day. The destroyer Woolsey placed a very 
effective smoke screen on the left flank of one of the 
beaches using 5"-38 white phosphorous projectiles, dius 
hiding die beach and craft from shore batteries firing 
from Licata. 

As the morning advanced, DesRon 13 destroyers on 
bombardment detail added their 5-inch 38 salvos to 
the cruiser barrage hammering die Licata batteries. 
One after another the enemy guns were silenced. 
Admiral Conolly noted that tlie fire-support groups 
performed their missions most efficiently and the gun- 
nery was excellent. 

Equally efficient was the anti-aircraft defense put 
up by destroyer and other warship gunners when 
Axis aircraft struck at the “Joss” force. 
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By 1605 in the afternoon of D-Day the Sicilian port 
of Licata was in American hands. Naval casualties 
were unexpectedly light: a few landing craft dam- 
aged; 23 sailors lost; 118 wounded. 


"Cent” at Scoglitti 

The "Cent” Attack Force (TF 85) was commanded 
by Rear Admiral A. G. Kirk, U.S.N. It was the largest 
of the three American attack forces in “Operation 
Husky.” “Cent” contained the amphibious force flag- 
ship Ancon, U.S. cruiser Philadelphia and British 
monitor Abercrombie, 18 transports (APA’s and 
AKA’s), 28 ocean-going landing craft of various types, 
16 mine vessels, four patrol craft, several auxiliaries, 
and the 19 destroyers listed below: 


Mervine Lt. Comdr. D. R. Brakes 

Flying the pennant of 
Capt. C. C. Hartman, comdesron 15 
Davison Lt. Comdr. J. D. Collett 

Quick Lt. Comdr. P. W. Cann 

Beatty Comdr. F. C. Stelter, Jr. 

Tillman Comdr. F. D. McCorkle 

CowiE Comdr. C. ]. Whiting 

Flying the pennant of 
Comdr. R. B. Nickerson, comdesdiv 30 
Knight Lt. Comdr. J. C. Ford, Jr. 

Doran Lt. Comdr. H. W. Gordon, Jr. 

Earle Comdr. H. W. Howie 

Parker Lt. Comdr. J. W. Bays 

Flying the pennant of 
Capt. T. L. Wattles, comdesron 16 
Laub Comdr. J. F. Gallaher 

Kendrick Comdr. C. T. Canfield 

Mackenzie Lt. Comdr. D. B. Miller 

Champlin Lt. Comdr. C. L. Melson 

Flying the pennant of 
Comdr. B. R. Harrison, Jr., comdesdiv 32 
Boyle Lt. Comdr. B. P. Field, Jr. 

Nields Lt. Comdr. A. R. Heckey 

DESDIV 60 

Cole Lt. Comdr. B. Chipman 

Bernadou Lt. Comdr. B. L. E. Talman 

Dallas Lt. Comdr. A. C. Roessler 


Mission of the "Cent” Attack Force was to put as- 
sault troops ashore on beaches near Scoglitti, to se- 
cure the beachhead area, and to capture the near-by 
airfields of Comiso and Biscari. 

A good picture of destroyer work in "Operation 
Husky” is limned in the following sketch by Captain 
T. L. Wattles, briefly recording the activity of Squad- 
rons 15 and 16 before, during, and immediately after 
the "Cent" attack. 


On 5 July DesRons 15 and 16 sortied from Men el 
Kebir with ships of NCF-1 (TF 85). At about 1745, 6 July, 
CruDiv 8 (3 CL’s) and DesRon 16 became the Covering 
Group (TG 80.7) under Rear Admiral L. A. Davidson, 
U.S.N., whose mission was to cover passage of UK Con- 
voy KMF-18 and U.S. Convoy NCF-1 during transit along 
the northern coast of Africa and through the Tunisian 
War Channel. TG 80,7 was dissolved on 9 July (it sank 
several floating mines but sighted no enemy forces, and 
DesRon 16 rejoined the screen of TF 85 (2nd Section of 
Convoy NCF-1). At 2215, 9 July, the transports of TF 85 
divided into two Assault Units, screened by DesRons 15 
and 16, and approached the landing beaches off Scoglitti. 
At 2255 heavy AA fire was noticed ashore. 

At 2330 DD’s shifted from screening to approach sta- 
tions. Friendly planes passed overhead. Fires burned 
along the beach as a result of earlier bombing attacks. 
Flares and AA fire were sighted, probably directed at our 
transport and bombing planes. Many tracers were ob- 
served, red, green, white, and blue, producing a 4th of 
July fireworks effect. A flight of our own bombers passed 
overhead at a low altitude, probably less than 600 feet, 
heading south. These planes turned on their running 
lights, and fortunately all ships withheld their fire— they 
were so close we could have hit them with spuds. Three 
large AA searchlights on the beach swept to seatvard 
periodically, but apparently the beams extended beyond 
the vision of the operators because no action ivas taken 
by tire shore batteries against the assembled ships. H- 
Hour was delayed one hour. 

At 0330, 10 July, boat waves left the transports. 
H-Hour was at 0345 at which time fire-support ships 
commenced shore bombardment according to plan. 
The searchlights and an air beacon were knocked out. 
No naval opposition materialized. DesRon 15 performed 
mostly fire-support duties while DesRon 16 screened the 
transport area; some ships of the latter— Laub, Mac- 
kenzie, and Champlin— relieved DesRon 15 DD’s when 
their ammunition supply ran low. Enemy aircraft 
dropped bombs on the Cent transport area at various 
times and dog-fighting took place overhead; sneak bomb- 
ing attacks were made on the beaches. The enemy air 
effort, however, was too weak to disrupt proceedings. 
Shore-based machine-guns and batteries put up no oppcp 
sition to the initial landings. There was slight opposi- 
tion by shore batteries after daylight but it was quickly 
silenced. On orders of CTF 85, DD's up sun were 
directed to make smoke from 1958 to 2010 on 10 July. 
At 1430 on 11 July CTF 85 ordered screening DD’s to 
move out to 10,000 yards from transports to enable a 
minefield to be laid. Some of the DD’s left the area on 
the afternoon of 12 July to escort empty combat loaders 
to Oran. At about 1220, 13 July, Parker, Cowie, and 
Mackenzie conducted A/S operations against a reported 
sub about eight miles from Cape Scalambri Light with 
no apparent results. At 1800 Convoy CNF-3, consisting 
of remaining transports, escorted by remaining DD’s, left 
the area for Oran. 
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During the amphibious assault on the Scoglitti 
beachheads, the “Cent” fire-support ships were nota- 
bly successful in knocking out enemy shore batteries. 
Salvos from Philadelphia, rocket boats, and support- 
ing destroyers scorned the beaches ivith flame and 
steel. The destroyer and cruiser barrages reached sev- 
eral miles inland to knock out enemy battery em- 
placements. 

About 1350 on D-Day afternoon, destroyer Cham- 
PUN was ordered to bombard a battery in the village 
of San Croce, Camerina. As reported by Division 
Commander Harrison, the destroyer 

fired one four-gun salvo. AVTiile (CHAsrpuN ^s•zs) availing 
for a spot, the Shore Fire Control Party ordered cease 
firing and a few minutes later reported that the village 
had surrendered. Tfiis target had previously been under 
heavy bombardment by the Philadelphia, but the report 
amused eveiyone and the crew was certain the Chasi- 
pun's salvo was the reason for the surrender. 

As has been noted, enemy planes attacked in the 
“Cent" area. They made bombing runs on the trans- 
port area and their “eggs” fell dose to the DD’s and 
the cruiser Philadelphia. Anti-aircraft fire from the 
DD's expanded the ack-ack umbrella that frustrated 
the Axis aviators. No "Cent” ships were damaged by 
air bombs, and none was struck by enemy salvos from 
shore. 

Army casualties were not too painful on tlie beadi- 
heads, and the landings went forward on sdiedule in 
spite of weather which was so atrodous that Admiral 
Cunningham could not believe the amphibs would 
get in at Scoglitti. Referring to the Scoglitti assault 
in his book, Crusade in Europe, General Eisenhower 
relates that Cunningham "promptly took off in a de- 
stroyer to see what had happened. He came back and 
reported that landings in the 45th Division sector 
constituted one of the finest exhibitions of seaman- 
ship it had been his pleasure to witness in forty-five 
years of sailoring.” 

Scoglitti fell at 1415, D-Day afternoon. As at Licata, 
naval casualties were unexpectedly light: 12 men lost; 
164 wounded. Most of the injuries were caused by 
shell and bomb fragments. It would seem that expert 
seamanship and marksmanship paid off. 

Admiral Kirk subsequently reported; 

Prisoners and captured documents indicate that naval 
gunfire was overwhelming. Throughout the assault and 
until the 45th Division had moved inland beyond the 
range of naval guns, various supporting fires were laid 
down on call, with excellent results. 

General Clark also made some complimentary re- 
marks about the destroyers at Sicily, and observed 


that their gunfire was right on targeL He said it must 
have been good, because the infantry hadn’t com- 
plained, and they usually claimed that the artillery 
had shot short. 

"Dime" at Gela 

Commander of the "Dime” Attack Force (TF 81) 
was Rear Admiral J. L. Hall, Jr., U.S.N. This attack 
force consisted of eight transports (APA’s and AKA’s) 
including Admiral Hewitt’s flagship Monrovia, force 
flagship S.AMUEL Chase, two ocean-going LSI’s, 
cruisers Boise and Sav'ANNAH, 35 ocean-going landing 
craft of various types, eight mine vessels, ten patrol 
craft, several auxiliaries, and the following destroyers: 

Nelson Lf. Comdr. M. M. Riker 


Flying the pennant of 
Capt. D. L. Madeira, comdesron 17 


Murphy 

Lf. Comdr. L. TF. Bailey 

Glennon 

Comdr. F. C. Camp 

Jeffers 

Li. Comdr. W. T. McGarry 

Maddox 

Lt. Comdr. E. S. Sarsficld 

Butler 

Lt. Comdr. M. D. Matthexvs 

Gherardi 

Lt. Comdr. J. TF. Schmidt 


Flying the pennant of 
Comdr. J. B. Rooney, comdesdu' 34 


Herndon Lf. Comdr. G. A. Moore 

Shubricr Lf. Comdr. L. A. Bryan 

McLanahan Lf. Comdr. H. R. Hummer, Jr. 

Relief flagship for Vice Admiral Hewitt 
Operating in "Dime” area. 

Ordronaux Lf. Comdr. R. Brodie, Jr. 

Operating witli "Dime" area screen 

Mission of the "Dime” Attack Force was to land 
assault troops on beachheads near Gela, expand tlie 
captured area and seize tlie near-by airfield at Ponte 
Olivo. Gela, “center beadi” of the Western Task 
Force assault sector, was flanked on tlie left by tlie 
"Joss” area and on the right by the “Cent” area. 

The first assault waves struck the Gela beadies 
about 0245 on D-Day morning. Plunging in through 
the breakers, tlie shock troops encountered negligible 
opposition. But the follow-up waves were raked by 
furious shellfire. Spotted by the blue-white glare of 
searchlights, landing craft were lashed by shrapnel. 
Three LCI’s were lacerated, and the shallows were 
strewn with dead. 

As soon as troops were ashore, destroyers Shubrick 
and Jeffers opened counterfire on the offending 
batteries. Hurling accurately-aimed salvos, they 
blasted the shore guns and blew out searchlights. 
Cruisers Savannah and Boise began harassing fire 
on designated targets at 0400. The cruisers catapulted 
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spotting planes at dawn (around 0430), and about the 
same time all fire-support ships plugged into com- 
munication with shore fire-control parties. An earth- 
quaking naval barrage smote the beaches of Gela. 

As darkness waned, Axis aircraft joined the battle. 
Flying out of the Acate River valley on the eastern 
border of the “Dime” area, they winged along the 
coast, bombing and strafing ships, landing craft, and 
beaches. One of these dive-bombers, flitting over the 
"Dime” transport area, loosed fateful lightning on an 
American destroyer. 

Loss of U.S.S. Maddox 

Death came for the destroyer Maddox with thun- 
derbolt suddenness at 0458 in the morning of July 10, 
1943. One minute before the fatal moment she was 
serving in a screen for American vessels off Gela. Two 
minutes after death struck she was deep under the 
sea. 

Her captain. Lieutenant Commander E. S. Sars- 
field, and those at battle stations topside heard the 
plane. A penetrating drone overhead, faint, louden- 
ing. The aircraft was unseen. 

Then a bomb came hurtling down; there was a 
deafening crash of a near miss which showered the 
ship with water and flying iron. An instant later she 
was struck by one or two bombs on the fantail. In 
a gust of flame, smoke, and debris the destroyer’s 
stern was blown open. 

Evidently the ship’s watertight integrity was im- 
mediately dissolved. Her after compartments were 
inundated before many of the men below decks could 
escape. She went down in less than two minutes, sink- 
ing in a whirlpool of smoke, fire, and steam. 

Few warships stricken in action went under with 
such instantaneous finality. A nearby tug, racing in to 
the rescue, could find but 74 survivors. Lost with the 
destroyer were 202 men and eight officers, including 
Lieutenant Commander Sarsfield, who went down 
with his ship, 

Maddox’s Commanding Officer was posthumously 
awarded the Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism. 
WHILE HIS SHIP WAS EFFECTIVELY SUPPORTING 
THE ASSAULT AT GELA, LIEUTENANT COM- 
MANDER SARSFIELD , . . MAINTAINED ALERT 
AND ACCURATE DIRECTION OF GUNFIRE UNTIL 
THE MADDOX WAS GRAVELY DAMAGED. . . . 
GRIMLY STANDING BY TO SUPERVISE ABANDON- 
MENT OF THE RAPIDLY SINKING VESSEL, HE WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR SAVING THE LIVES OF NINE 
OFFICERS AND 65 MEN OUT OF A TOTAL OF 284 
ON BOARD. 

Apparently the dive-bomber which sank Maddox 
was a German plane— probably a Focke-Wulf or a 
Heinkel. But in return the Maddox’s sister destroyers 


at Gela avenged in considerable measure her sinking. 
Destroyers Gherardi and Shubrick each shot down a 
Luftwaffe specimen the following day. And it was at 
Gela that American destroyers helped to smash up a 
German counterattack by tanks of the vaunted 
Hermann “Goering” Division. 

Destroyers Versus German Tanks 

Had some prewar class in destroyer gunnery been 
informed that DD’s might one day tangle with enemy 
tanks, skeptics might have answered with an incredu- 
lous, “Oh, yeah?” Yet as World War II progressed, 
destroyer gunners found themselves shooting at prac- 
tically everything on the sea, under the sea, in the air 
—and on land. Even tanks. 

In the American sector of southwest Sicily the 
Germans had available some 60 tanks. Around 0830 
of D-Day morning about 30 of these crawling armored 
monsters— members of the famous Hermann Goering 
Panzer Division— were spotted on the upland roads 
above Gela, lumbering down from the foothills, eager 
to gore and chew their way across the “Dime” area 
beachheads. 

Spotting planes flashed the alarm. And “alarm” 
was the word for it. At that hour die assault forces 
had not yet landed their anti-tank guns or the heavy 
artillery to cope with such tanks. Nor did the Army 
at that date possess weapons which could readily de- 
molish these Hermann Goering models. In the path 
of this rumbling herd, troops of the American 1st 
Division were directly threatened. Something had to 
be done to stop the enemy tanks, and stop them soon. 
The call went out for Navy gunfire. 

Cruiser Boise and destroyer Jeffers took the lead- 
ing tanks under fire at 0830. The cruiser’s salvos 
ruined at least one tank and perhaps' disabled others. 
However, some of them, scattering, nosed steadily 
forward until they reached Gela’s outskirts, and oth- 
ers debouched across the coastal plain at the mouth 
of the Acate Valley. 

Then destroyer Shubrick (Lieutenant Commander 
L. A. Bryan) hurled shells at a tank column on the 
Gela-Ponte Olivo road. Other “Dime” destroyers, 
moving to firing positions some 800 yards off the 
beach, blazed away at the Herman Goering speci- 
mens. Not long after the destroyers opened fire, the 
tanks turned tail and retired, leaving several burned 
out hulks behind them. 

They were back again the morning after D-Day. 
To the destroyers Boise relayed the word from her 
spotter, and the DD’s once more squared off for a 
tank-shoot. 

This time the anti-tank gunnery featured the 
marksmanship of destroyers Laub (Commander J. F. 
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Gallaher) and Co\vie (Commander C, J. Whiting). 
On fire-support mission in the joint “Dime-Cent” fire- 
support area, the nvo DD’s flung pinpoint salvos at 
the Goerings as they came snorting across tlie Gela 
plain. 

Scorched by shellfire, tlie tank group turned this 
way and that in a desperate effort to find cover. Sev- 
eral tanks were exploded by hits. Others, disabled, 
sat down on tlieir haunches and burned. Fourteen 
demolished tanks were counted on the field by tlie 
time the enemy retreated and the cruiser-desuoyer 
barrage was over. 

Laub was credited with the destruction of at least 
four tanks. Coivie was also commended as a big-game 
hunter. And "Nimrod" honors ivere divided among 
tlie other destroyers in on the shooting. 

So Gela, in American hands by D-Day afternoon, 
remained in American hands. Excerpt from the Ac- 
tion Report of Admiral Hewitt; 

The amphibious assaults (at Sicily) were uniformly 
successful. The only serious tlircat was an enemy counter- 
attack . . . against the 1st Infantry Division idicn a Ger- 
man tank force drove across tlie Gela plain to w’ithin one 
thousand yards of the Dime beaclies. The destruction of 
this armored force by naval gunfire delivered by U.S. 
cruisers and destroyers, and tlie recovery of the situation 
through naval support, was one of the most noteworthy 
events of the operations. 

Destroyers Versus Aircraft at Gela 
(Lesson in Gunnery) 

Tanks were not the only enemy at Gela. In the 
morning twilight Axis aircraft struck the “Dime” 
area with cyclone fury. During tliis raid, the transport 
Barnett was hit, and two other transports were 
, clawed by fragments. 

About 1415 the enemy again roared over the coast. 
And later in the afternoon a flight of Heinkels and 
Focke-Wulfs attacked. Liberty ship Robert Rowan, 
heavy-laden with ammunition, was hard hit. De- 
stroyer McLanahan steamed to the rescue of sur- 
vivors. About two hours after she was disabled, the 
Rowan blew up like a gargantuan bomb, and part of 
her wreckage, in shallow water, served as a flaming 
beacon for enemy bombers that evening. 

Between 2150 and 2300, Axis aircraft struck in a 
series of vicious attacks. The planes dropped mag- 
nesium flares to light the targets, and bombs fell on 
the "Dime” ships in cascades, clumps, and clusters. 
Cruiser Boise and every destroyer in the area, with 
the exception of Jeffers, were shaken by close strad- 
dles. Shrapnel of a near miss closely shaved destroyer 
Murphy, and McLanahan was shaved by a close one 
that bounced her stern out of tire water. 


Mindful of the doom which smote Maddox, the 
destroyer gunners manning the AA batteries put up 
a sky-searing aerial barrage. Gherardi and Shubrick 
scored during this battle. 

Another destroyer in the thick of the action was 
Benson. In company with Plunkett and Niblack, 
she had that afternoon been screening some mine- 
layers while they buoyed a minefield off Gela. At sun- 
set she joined the destroyer screen around the threat- 
ened transport anchorage. At 2155 enemy planes 
dropped tliree flares directly astern of tlie destroyer, 
brilliantly illuminating the Benson and several near- 
by transports. 

At once the ships in the vicinity opened fire on the 
flares with close-range automatic weapons. In the heat 
of excitement, elevation safety-angles were disre- 
garded. Hot steel sang, whipped, and ricoclietted 
around die ships in a wild fusillade dial endangered 
all hands. Benson’s main battery director-shield was 
struck by a stray 20 mm. projectile, and the blast 
knocked out her FD radar. Unable to see any planes, 
Benson’s gunners restrained their fire, if not dieir 
vocabulary. 

Benson’s Action Report was eventually endorsed 
widi diis warm notation: 

The indiscriminate use of 20 mm. guns at unseen 

targets or targets out of range has resulted in injuries to 

personnel and material in adjacent ships. . . . Strict fire 

discipline is necessary and must be continuously stressed. 

About 2200 several medium bombs blasted close 
aboard Benson, slashing her starboard side with 
shrapnel. The destroyer’s captain. Lieutenant Com- 
mander R. J, Woodaman, and 18 of the crew were 
wounded in this and a succession of dive-bomber on- 
slaughts which ensued. Benson fought off tlie planes 
and was still shooting at 2306 when all destroyers in 
the area were ordered to lay smoke screen— a measure 
which brought down tlie curtain on tliat night’s air 
battle. 

Grimed and siveaty, tlie Navy gun creivs had 
learned a basic law of gunnery— that friendly projec- 
tiles, recklessly fired, can be as dangerous as enemy 
bombs. 

The terrible impartiality of projectiles was demon- 
strated again in the early hours of the 12th, when 
24 Allied planes through error were shot down by 
American naval batteries and shore guns. By a ghastly 
blunder the planes had been sent on a course which' 
differed from the one that had been announced— a 
fatal error whicli cost the lives of many British para- 
troopers. 

While "Operation Husky” was featured by crack 
sharpshooting, it also emphasized the drastic need 
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for careful gun-handling, target recognition, and a 
strict adherence to scheduled moves through zones 
otherwise subject to friendly fire. 

Action Off Palermo (Damaging of Mayrant and Shu- 
brick) 

By the evening of July 12 the Americans had a 
solid foothold on southwest Sicily, the British 
“Husky” forces were equally well established on the 
island’s eastern coast, and the emptied transports 
were starting the return run to North Africa. Then, 
as American and British troops battled their way 
inland. Allied warships moved around the perimeter 
of the island to hammer at shore installations and to 
prevent the Italians from landing any reinforcements. 

From captured Pozzallo, Noto, and Syracuse, Gen- 
eral Montgomery’s British and Canadian divisions 
hooked northward toward Mount Etna. A wing of 
Patton’s army drove westtvard along the coast to 
Marsala. Another wing pushed directly northward 
into Sicily’s mountainous interior. And a third raced 
all the way across the island to seize the strategic port 
of Palermo on the north coast. When the troops 
reached Palermo on July 22 they slammed shut an 
Axis escape-hatch, and American destroyers were 
rushed to the port to keep it locked. 

Off Palermo in the afternoon of July 25 arrived 
Task Group 80.2 under command of Captain C. Well- 
born, Jr., CoraDesRon 8. The task group contained 
destroyers Wainwright (Commander R. H. Gibbs); 
Mayrant (Commander E. K. Walker); Rowan (Lieu- 
tenant Commander R. S. Ford); and Rhino (Lieuten- 
ant Commander O. W. Spahr, Jr.). The group’s roster 
included 12 mine vessels and four patrol craft, the 
“miners” assigned to the important task of sweeping 
the approaches to Palermo. Captain Wellborn rode in 
Wainwright. 

Upon arriving in the Palermo area, the group im- 
mediately took station on a patrol line off the seaport, 
and the mine group began exploratory sweeping. 
Evening and night of the 25th proved quiet. But the 
destroyermen suspected this was the lull before the 
storm. 

In the morning of July 26 the storm broke. May- 
rant saw it coming at 0931 when her radar picked up 
aircraft five miles distant. In a few minutes the planes 
were in view— three Junker 88’s. 

As the destroyer steamed across the water her 
gunners opened fire with two ready 5-inch 38’s. One 
of the Junkers broke up into shards. Another flew off 
at a tangent, dragging a long tail of smoke. The third 
plane came on. 

Mayrant’s Action Report vividly describes the 
destroyer-versus-Junker battle that ensued. 


Speed was changed to flank speed 25 knots, and 
rudder was put over to full right. Before the ship 
even begun to swing, a stick of 3 or 4 bombs was drop 
on the starboard side, distance about 150 yards, t 
plane approaching from astern, which had not been 
viously sighted. This was immediately followed by a p] 
attacking from the port quarter, which had also not b 
previously sighted. This was followed by a stick of on 
two bombs dropped approximately 500 yards aheac 
the ship by one of the three planes in the initial con 
group. At this time it is believed that all guns which v 
manned ■svere firing on the initial contact on the j 
bow. However, one of these planes dropped his stid 
4 bombs which straddled the Mayrant. One bomb Ian 
approximately 5 feet off the port beam at frame 101 
A second bomb landed off the starboard beam at a 
tance of about 40 yards. At that instant the ship iras 
celerating and had swung through approximately 50 
grees of her turn. The ship listed heavily to port ; 
nearly all personnel were throtvn to the deck or aga: 
bulkheads. 

All main and auxiliary steampower lost, Mayrj 
was sorely hurt, dead in the water without steen 
way, her forward engine-room and after firero 
completely flooded, and the forward fireroom j 
after engine-room flooding rapidly. The emerge; 
Diesel generator took over the ship’s electrical I( 
for a minute or two, then all electrical power was ] 
as the generator’s cooling system failed. 

Helping the tvounded, men groped their way oui 
the black passages and flooded compartments beh 
Water engulfed the after engine-room at 0945 t 
simultaneously rose in .the forward fireroom 
within four feet of the waterline. Commam 
Walker, at 0953, ordered the whaleboat overside, a 
directed the jettisoning of all topside guns and g 
that could be torn loose. 

But the destroyermen did not abandon. Althoi 
the ship had no more than 14 inches of freeboard a 
a 4 degree list, the compartments tvhich were i 
flooded showed no sign of leakage, and the vessel 
mained stubbornly afloat. 

When Wainwright and Rhind came up to sta 
by, Mayrant’s seriously wounded were transferred 
whaleboat to Captain Wellborn’s flagship. After i 
wounded were transferred, the boats fetched pun 
and hoses from Rhind, Wainwright, and minecr 
Skill and Strive which were on the scene. 

At 1046 Strive snugged up alongside the disabl 
destroyer to furnish power for the pumps and i 
Mayrant’s 5-inch and 40 mm. guns. The Skill a 
came up to give a hand. 

With Strive alongside and Skill tugging on a t< 
line, the half-sunk destroyer was started for Palen 
at 6 knots. But three more enemy bombers cai 


3 24 


drilling down the sky at just this critical time, and 
once more Mayrant’s gunners raced to their mounts. 

Roaring over at high noon, the planes picked 
WAiNtVRiGHT and Rhino for targets, and bombs fell 
close aboard the zigzagging DD’s. The destroyermen 
elevated a fiery canopy tliat burnt the wings of one 
au'craft and brought it down crashing— a kill credited 
to Rhino. 

It would seem the bombers missed an opportunity 
by failing to attack disabled Mayrant. Perhaps not. 
Although her engines were paralyzed, her AA guns 
were not, and they were firing all-out when the enemy 
fled. 

Mid-afternoon found Mayrant off the entrance to 
Palermo, after a 15-mile tow. Strive and a subcliaser 
jockeyed her into the harbor. Reporting the episode, 
Mayrant’s Commanding Officer made special men- 
tion of the “fine seamanship and invaluable assist- 
ance” ivhich Strive contributed that day. He con- 
cluded that without help from tlie minecraft, the 
destroyer might have gone doivn. 

Mayrant’s battle casualties were two men lost, 13 
wounded. Among the wounded was a young lieu- 
tenant, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. A large segment of 
the American public remained unaware of the fact 
that the President's son had been injured while serv- 
ing as a two-striper in a destroyer off Palermo. 

Also serving in Mayrant were Lieutenant (jg) 
Donald E. Craggs, U.S.N.R., and Chief Machinist’s 
Mate Harold M. Steeves. When the bombs struck the 
ship, the blast -wrecked the forward engine-room. 
F. F. Decker, a Machinist’s Mate, was hurled across 
the floor with a violence that broke his legs. Water 
plunged over him as he lay stunned and helpless. 
And Decker would have drowned had not Lieutenant 
Craggs fought his way across the sivirling, steam- 
choked compartment to drag him to safety. At the 
same time Chief Steeves clawed through the wreckage 
to rescue R. W. Peterson, a Machinist’s Mate who 
was trapped in a snare of smashed machinery, plung- 
ing water, and scalding steam. 

Steeves, Craggs, young Roosevelt— these were the 
men who kept Mayrant on the surface. These, and 
the men who manned her gun-batteries, her pumps, 
her bridge. And her skipper. Commander Walker. 

Then there were the destroyermen who manned 
the U.S.S. Shubrick. She was the second American DD 
to undergo a severe blasting at Palermo. 

During a raid delivered on August 1, enemy bombs 
set fire to an ammunition ship, blew up a cargo of 
gasoline drums stored on the wharf, and damaged 
destroyer Mayrant under repair at the dock. Another 
raid hit the port about 0400 in the morning of Au- 
gust 4th. At that date and time the warships of Task 


Force 88 were anchored in the outer harbor. Among 
those present tvas destroyer Shubrick (Lieutenant 
Commander L. A. Bryan). 

When the alert was sounded, Bryan got his ship 
under way to occupy a screening station on the star- 
board bow of cruiser Savannah as the latter headed 
for open sea. As related in Shubrick's Action Report, 
here is the account of her ordeal: 

Various speeds (5 to 10 knots) were used to maintain 
posiuon while endeavoring to avoid creating a phospho- 
rescent wake. During this period aircraft flares were 
being dropped on all sides. Occasionally aircraft motors 
were heard, and numerous bombs dropped near-by, dose 
enough to shake the ship markedly. It ^vas impossible, 
however, to see the aircraft, and AA fire was directed at 
the sound. 

At 0430 a plane was heard diving from the starboard 
side, and was accordingly taken under fire. Immediately 
after it passed over, a stick of three bombs landed, one 
short, one hit, one over. The ship shook violently and it 
was at once apparent that tlie hit was a serious one. The 
bomb, estimated to be cither 500 pounds or 1,000 pounds, 
struck just aft of the torpedo tube, at frame 101, three 
feet to port of tlie centerline, direction of travel to port 
about 30“ from the vertical. It penetrated the main deck 
just inside the electrical workshop and detonated in the 
vicinity of the shell plating at tlie turn of tlic bilge, about 
5 feet fonv.ard of tlie bulkhead between forward engine- 
room and after fireroom. The explosion ruptured this 
faulkliead, crcau'ng a hole about 15 feet by 10 feet in tlie 
shell plating. Both spaces flooded immediately. Steam 
lines were ruptured in both spaces, severely burning all 
personnel present. 

All light and power sras lost immediately. Due to split- 
plant operations, tlie flooding of the two engineering 
spaces and the intense heat of the escaping steam, it 
was impossible to clTcct sufficient repairs to use tlie port 
engine. The ship was therefore dead in the water, al- 
though tlie bulkheads held water out of tlie fonvard fire- 
room and after engine-room and steam was bottled up 
in boilers one and two. No further air attack on this 
ship developed. 

Medical assistance was rushed to the disabled de- 
stroyer from cruiser Philadelphia and destroyer 
Knight. Nine of Shubrick’s creiv had perished in tlie 
blasting. Of the 17 men who were injured, 14 were 
wounded critically; seven would die in tlie hospital. 

But, as in Mayrant’s case, the Shubrick remained 
afloat. A mine vessel and a subchaser tugged the dis- 
able destroyer into the inner harbor ivhere she was 
tied up to the Mayrant alongside the salvage vessel 
Chamberlin. 

When the blockbuster struck, the Shubrick’s after 
fireroom was transformed into a torture chamber. 
Live steam, invisible and murderous, spurted from 
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broken pipes. Men slipped, slid, and floundered in 
blindness . sea water rushed in with a roar . . . 
they were trapped, suffocating, drowning. 

Chief Water Tender J. W. Daugherty, U.S.N.R., 
went to their assistance. A blackout device blocked 
his way. He cut down this gear, and forced an entry 
into the fast-flooding, steam-fogged compartment. 
Shouting orders and encouragement, he reached the 
imprisoned men. For this heroic endeavor. Chief 
Dougherty was awarded the Navy Cross. 

He was joined in the rescue effort by Chief Water 
Tender J. J. Dennison, and Machinist’s Mate W. W. 
Pemberton. Together these men braved scalding and 
drowning to fight their way into the fireroom and re- 
lease their shipmates. 

This rescue might have been impossible but for 
the action of Chief Machinist’s Mate F. M. Bor- 
cykowski, whose quick-thinking and damage-control 
work met emergency requirements immediately after 
Shubrick was bombed. 

And all of the critically wounded might have died 
but for the skill and professional acumen of Lieu- 
tenant G. M. Caldwell, U.S.N.R., ship’s Medical Offi- 
cer. The destroyer’s light had been extinguished. 
Sterile water was lacking. There were no hospital 
anesthetists ... no laboratory facilities ... no operat- 
ing room. Caldwell improvised. Someone fetched 
blankets. Someone held lights. Someone scrubbed a 
shipmate’s arm, preparing it for injection. Quickly 
and expertly he treated the burned, the maimed, those 
suffering from shock. Seven of the desperately 
wounded pulled through. 

But there were many of that kind of men in the 
Navy’s Destroyer Service. The foregoing' episodes 
were related in some detail to give an inside picture 
of destroyer damage and ship-saving which was typi- 
cal rather than exceptional. Typical of both the ships 
and the men who served in them. 

Buck Kills Submarine Argento 

While American Army and naval forces clamped 
down on the northwestern coast of Sicily, Allied con- 
voys from North Africa continued to pour troops and 
supplies into the southern sector despite Axis at- 
tempts to stop them. 

On August 2 destroyer Buck (Lieutenant Com-^ 
mander M. J. Klein), a member of Task Force 86, 
was engaged in patrolling the approaches to Licata. 
About 1400 that afternoon she took station with de- 
stroyer Nicholson as escort for a convoy of six Lib- 
erty ships, bound for Algiers from Sicily. 

Off the Island of Pantelleria that evening. Buck’s 
radar detected a sharp little "pip” indicating an in- 
truder on the seascape some 5,500 yards distant. The 


"pip” vanished at 2257, range 2,800 yards. At the 
conn. Lieutenant Commander Klein took appropriate 
steps to investigate this phenomenon, which had all 
the aspects of a diving submarine. 

By 2300 the submersible was identified as such by 
sonar contact at 700 yards. Klein and Buck pitched 
in to dig out the undersea rover. Klein maneuvered 
the destroyer to the target, and Buck unleashed a 
depth-charge barrage. 

Circling off, the destroyer squared away for a sec- 
ond attack which was delivered at 2311. Contact was 
lost during the deep-sea upheaval, ,and not recovered 
until after midnight. Buck made a third depth-charge 
attack at 0019 in the morning of August 3. One min- 
ute later, her radar registered a "pip” at short range. 
The sub had broached and was blundering around 
on the surface. 

Three minutes after the "pip” came in. Buck’s 
lookouts glimpsed the enemy’s silhouette. That was 
all the destroyermen needed. Klein snapped the or- 
der, and the gunners opened fire with all batteries, 
lambasting the target with everything in the book. 

For 24 minutes Buck blazed away like a shooting 
gallery; then the sub was observed to be sinking, and 
the crew abandoning her in haste. 

Klein ordered a whaleboat overside, and 46 pris- 
oners, including the submarine captain, were fished 
from the sea. One of the men died of wounds after 
he was taken on board the destroyer. 

These hapless submariners were Italians. They in- 
formed Buck’s Commanding Officer that he had sunk 
the Italian submarine Argento. This was the second 
Fascist sub downed by American depth charges in 
World War II. For his skillful direction of the attack 
Lieutenant Commander Klein was awarded the Navy 
Cross.. 

The Road to Messina (DD’s Meet E-boats) 

From late July until mid-August, Task Force 88 
roamed the north coast of Sicily, supporting Patton s 
7th Army as it slugged its way eastward from Palermo 
on a drive that was to take it to Messina. 

The hard-bitten Nazis fought tooth and nail. Allied 
cruiser and destroyer bombardments helped to batter 
down the enemy’s road blocks, blast his rear guard, 
and shatter his gun emplacements. And keeping step 
with the Army’s advance, the TF 88 warships ferried 
artillery and supplies, landed troops on beaches, and 
conducted expeditions against outlying islands. The 
road to Messina was amphibious all the way. 

Commanded by Rear Admiral L. A. Davidson, 
Task Force 88 contained three light cruisers, flotillas 
of landing craft, PT-boats and patrol vessels, and 
numerous DD’s. Operating with it at various times 


3 26 







i 












art of the greatest armada in history-un.ts of Z t- 

ort of Melel.Kebir, Algeria, before 

asion of Sicily. At center of the picture ts U.S.S. Mackenzie. Tf 


armada of 3,200 Allied ships, craft, and boats formed a 
column sixty miles long and a mile rvide, and transpor ed 
230 000 troops. Over three dozen U.S. destroyers participated. 
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High and dry. Here on the beach at Palermo where they had 
been blown by the exjilosion of an ammunition ship are two 
enemy freighters. Moored at the left is one of the U.S. destroyers 


• t- f*' 

■ , r,? 



F^is. ™- — . LjCa -5^. 


i" 


which screened the armada, fought off enemy bombers, and gave 
gunfire support in the landings. Palermo was an important es- 
cape hatch for A.\is troops, and U.S. destroyers raced to shut it. 
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U.S. destroyers (above) support Allied landings in Sicily, while a bombed 
landing craft burns in the distance. Below, U.S.S. Buck at Licata, before 
she was torpedoed and sunk by enemy subs while patrolling off Salerno. 
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Man-made volcano. A U.S. ammunition ship blows 
up when struck by an enemy bomb in the Sicilian 
invasion. Aircraft were the destroyers’ biggest enemy. 


The men behind the men behind the guns. Members of the Wilkes’ engine- 
room gang snatch a bit of sleep between calls for flank speed. These men 
worked 48 hours without stopping in order to get into the action at Licata. 







•were destroyers Wainwight, Rhind, Rowan, Tripfe, 
Gherardi, Butler, Glennon, Herndon, Plunkett, 
Gleaves, Benson, Niblack, Cowie, Ludlow, Bristol, 
and Edison. Mayrant and Shubrick had been at- 
tached to this stalwart force. 

Typical of destroyer work during the Messina cam- 
paign was the mission accomplished on the night of 
August 34 by Gherardi (Tieutenant Commander J. 
W. Schmidt) and Rhind (Lieutenant Commander O. 
W. Spahr, Jr.). The destroyers -were under the leader- 
ship of salty Commander J. B. Rooney, ComDesDiv 
34, who rode in Gherardi. 

On the night in question Gherardi and Rhind 
were ordered eastward from Palermo to conduct an 
offensive sweep against enemy shipping along the 
north coast of Sicily and then to bombard the enemy’s 
seaward flank on the coast road a mile west of St. 
Agata. 

A dangerous assignment. The beaches bristled witli 
Axis artiller)', and in the dark coves and coastal 
waters hostile landing craft or German torpedo boats 
-E-boats— might be encountered. Packing heavy ma- 
chine-guns and torpedoes, and ividi tremendous speed 
and maneuverability, the E-boats ivere vicious an- 
tagonists. 

The two destroyers steamed out of Palermo at 1900 
in the evening and headed eastward at 25 knots, 
Gherardi inshore, with Rhind keeping pace 2,000 
yards on her port beam. 

After a run of about three hours, tire radar snared 
a "pip,” range 7,300 yards. Rhind swung over to fall 
in astern of Gherardi on orders to form column and 
shoot when Gherardi opened fire. Rooney had de- 
cided beforehand that if action developed, each ship 
should fire a full starshell salvo to illuminate the 
target. Thereafter only one gun would fire starshells 
as needed. 

"This was done," Commander Rooney explained, 
"to size up the opposition and to use visual spotting 
if full radar control was not satisfactory." 

The starshell barrage disclosed three enemy vessels 
slinking across the water ahead. One was a large 
landing craft, a ship of the "F” type. This vessel was 
under escort of the other two, which were E-boats. 

Rooney gave the order, and at 2223 Gherardi 
opened fire at a range of about 4,000 yards. The tar- 
gets were clearly exposed, and the destroyer used 
visual spotting. Aiming at the largest target, the gun- 
ners pumped a devastating fusillade into the vessel. 
Shells smashed home with mercurial flashes that tore 
ragged gaps in the landing ship’s silhouette. Smoke 
belched from the vessel’s deck. Three minutes after 
the first salvo from the destroyer, the F-ship blew up 
with a blast that rivalled the eruptions of Stromboli. 


Later it was learned that the vessel was probably 
carrying land mines. 

Meanwhile, Rhind ivas hurling salvos at one of the 
torpedo craft at 3,000 yards. Desperately tlie E-boat 
veered and raced in an effort to dodge. The craft 
could not escape the ruthless starshell light, or the 
shells w'hich were loaded with explosive. A burst of 
flame, a gush of smoke, and the E-boat was out of 
existence. 

The destroyers then opened up on the second 
E-boat The craft was racing at 25 knots. It whipped 
a torpedo at the DD’s, then fled. Gherardi sighted 
the phosphorescent ivake streaking across the water 
like a luminous clialkline. Both destroyers avoided 
it to parallel the torpedo track and comb a possible 
spread. 

Although doused with shell splashes, the second 
E-boat got a-tvay, disappearing inshore where radar 
was ineffectual and the Sicilian coast was sketclied in 
charcoal. The destroyers ceased fire at 2230, and con- 
tinued tlicir sweep east-ward. 

About an hour later tliey almost shot their way 
into a disaster when they opened up on new targets 
detected ahead. The craft in this instance ivere Ameri- 
can PT-boats which had been sent to comb tlie east- 
ern reaches of the sweep area. 

By dodging away at high speed behind smoke 
screens, the PT’s managed to escape without damage. 
Lucky fellows. On tlieir tail ivere DD’s, the modern 
descendants of torpedo-boat destroyers— tlie very ships 
designed to hunt down the smaller torpedo-craft. It 
ivas no hour for PT’s to make an unsclieduled ap- 
pearance on die warpadi. 

Having carried out dieir first assignment, the de- 
stroyers headed back for Palermo and the bombard- 
ment of the St. Agata road. On this detail Gherardi 
pounded die coastal pike widi 189 rounds of 5-incli 
38-caliber common shell. After which, Rooney led his 
destroyers into Palermo Harbor. 

When die campaign ivas over. Admiral Davidson 
wrote that the "sweeps were generally unproductive 
of contacts except in the case of ComDesDiv 34 
(Commander Rooney).” But he concluded: "It is be- 
lieved there was no evacuation of German troops and 
equipment by boat to the northward of the Straits of 
Messina." 

"Husky" Conclusion 

Not far off the northern coast of Sicily lies the 
Island of Ustica. It is a small island, a modest island, 
an island quite willing to let the rest of the world 
go by. Even the equipping of some of the local fisher- 
men in Blackshirt uniform did not greatly disturb 
the inhabitants since they did not take Fascism any 
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too seriously. And they made no resistance when on 
August 5, 1943, two American warships materialized 
off the foreshore and one of them dropped a boat 
overside. 

Flocking to the beach, they stared at the boat which 
came shoreward under a white flag. The boat motored 
directly in to the mole. From it stepped a United 
States naval officer and sailors. 

And Ustica surrendered, clieerfully and uncondi- 
tionally, to Commander G. L. Menocal, ComDesRon 
7, who had arrived to conduct the ceremony with 
destroyers Plunkett (Lieutenant Commander E. J. 
Burke) and Cleaves (Lieutenant Commander B. L. 
Gurnette). Representing the local garrison was Capi- 
tano De Maria Antonio, who politely proffered his 
sword, a fellow officer, 84 soldiers, and 13 sailors to 
the American Commander. 

Admiral Davidson subsequently noted tliat Com- 
mander Menocal carried out his task with firmness, 
discretion, and a praiseworthy humanitarian ap- 
proach. When the destroyermen departed from the 


island, they left the population "friends rather than 
a fearful, vanquished group." 

Thus Ustica had its historic episode— one unique, 
at least, in destroyer history. 

On August 17 Messina fell, and "Operation Husky” 
was over; Sicily was in Allied hands. The operation 
had been costly, with the land forces bearing the 
brunt. Naval casualties were relatively light, with the 
destroyer forces bearing the heaviest losses. 

With the island's fall, Italy was wide open for in- 
vasion. The very day Messina was captured, a naval 
force, which included four American destroyers, set 
out to bombard the toe of the Italian boot. And dur- 
ing the Allied approach on Messina, Benito Mussolini 
had been ousted and lodged in prison. 

But in spite of the Allied vise on Sicily some 88,000 
German troops had escaped eastward across the Straits 
of Messina to the mainland. Reinforcements were 
pouring down through the Alps, and the Nazis were 
preparing to turn Italy into a cockpit. 

The Italians awaited liberation. 
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CHAPTER 29 


DESTROYERS TO ITALY 

(SUPPORTING OPERATIONS “AVALANCHE" AND “SHINGLE") 



Prelude to Invasion 

Messina and Sicily fell to the Allies on August 17, 1943. On that 
same day the islands of Stromboli and Lipari, north of Sicily in the 
cobalt Tyrrhenian Sea, were captured by American naval forces. 
And at 1945 drat evening, Task Force 88 (Rear Admiral L. A. David- 
son) steamed eastward from Palermo on mission to bombard die 
mainland of Italy. 

Admiral Davidson's bombardment force consisted of flag cruiser 
Philadelphia, cruiser Boise, and destroyers Plunkett (Lieuten- 
ant Commander E. J. Burke), Benson (Lieutenant Commander 
R. J. Woodaman), Niblack (Lieutenant Commander R, R. Connor), 


and Cleaves (Lieutenant Commander B. L. Gur- 
nette). The DD’s were led by Commander G. L. 
Menocal, ComDesRon 7, with his pennant in Plun- 
kett. 

Steaming under a gondolier’s moon, the warships 
passed between Lipari and Stromboli, then formed 
two groups to separate and head for die twin targets, 
Palmi and Gioia Taura. Boise, Niblack, and Cleaves 
were assigned the Palmi bombardment. The other 
diree ships went to Gioia Taura. 

At 0145 in the morning of August 18, the natives 
of these dusty little seaports were awakened by diun- 
derous crashings on the foreshore— blasts that cen- 
tered around a bridge some distance from Gioia 
Taura, and jolted the switchboxes of a railway elec- 
tric-power station on the outskirts of Palmi. Italy was 
under fire. 

Each of the light cruisers fired 300 rounds of 6-inch 
ammunition. Each destroyer fired 100 rounds of 5- 
inch. At 0159, the bombardment completed. Admiral 
Davidson headed his ships for Palermo at 25 knots. 

On the face of it, this minor naval blow might seem 
picayune; Allied bombers had already been flailing 
at Italian seaports, smashing Axis ship trafiic and 
military installations. But the shell bursts which 


awakened Palmi and Gioia Taura also reverberated 
in Rome and were heard in such distant capitals as 
Berlin and Tokyo, Of special interest was tlie fact 
tliat for tire first time in history United States men- 
of-%var had bombarded the European Continent. 

On August 19, American w'arships treated Gioia 
Taura to anotlier shelling. Even as this barrage was 
falling, sea'et envoys of Italian Field Marshal Bado- 
glio, who had replaced Mussolini as Premier, tvere 
meeting with Eisenhower’s representatives in Lisbon 
to discuss surrender terms. Italy wanted to get out of 
tlie Axis partnership. 

But Hitler’s forces held Italy in a relentless grip. 
And there were still blackshirt zealots who hoped to 
pull Mussolini’s chestnuts out of tlie fire. 

Italian Army surrender negotiations, inaugurated 
by the fall of Sicily, did not go through. So tlie Allied 
war leaders were compelled to prosecute the invasion 
of Italy with all vigor. The invasion called for British 
and American landings at the lower end of the boot. 
By a sweeping slash across soutliern Italy the Allied 
armies would try to cut off the German forces whicli 
had slipped across the Straits of Messina from Sicily. 
Then they would head for Rome. 

The Sicilian campaign had lasted 38 days. The 
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battle for southern Italy, one of the hardest campaigns 
of the war, was to last 38 weeks. 

American destroyers were in it from the beginning 
at Gioia Taura to the ending on the banks of the 
Tiber. 

“Operation Avalanche” 

Invasion of Italy began in the dark before dawn of 
September 3, 1943, when two divisions of Montgom- 
ery’s British Army jumped across Messina Strait and 
landed without opposition on the point of Italy’s toe. 
In the following week British forces swept around 
into the instep of the boot to seize Taranto, the large 
naval base on the inside of the heel. They were soon 
at Brindisi and Bari on the Adriatic below the boot- 
spur. 

Meantime, the main invasion assault was aimed at 
the Gulf of Salerno, where a British-American naval 
force was to land the Fifth Army of Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Mark Clark. Once Salerno was secured, the in- 
vaders were to make a swift thrust to Naples— one of 
the largest seaports of southern Europe— 35 miles to 
the northward, and then an eastward drive across the 
boot. The Salerno operation was given the code-name 
“Avalanche.” 

To “Operation Avalanche” the Navy assigned many 
of the warships which had been engaged in Sicilian 
“Husky.” As Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, 
British Admiral Cunningham remained in over-all 
command of the “Avalanche” naval effort. Vice Ad- 
miral Hewitt headed the Salerno invasion fleet, which 
was divided into a Northern Attack Force and a 
Southern Attack Force. 

The Southern Attack Force was under Rear 
Admiral Hall, whose flag was in the U.S.S. Samuel 
Chase. Admiral Hewitt was with this force, flying 
his flag in Ancon. The Force contained a Fire- 
Support Group under Rear Admiral Davidson. Mis- 
sion of this force was to land and support the Army 
on an eight-mile stretch of foreshore which extended 
from the south bank of the Sele River to Agropoli. 

United States destroyers which operated with the 
Southern Attack Force are listed opposite. 

The Southern Attack Force Fire-Support Group 
(TG 81.5) included the flag cruiser Philadelphia, 
U.S. cruiser Savannah, and the British monitor Aber- 
crombie under escort of Dutch gunboat Flores. 

Commanded by Commodore G. N. Oliver, R.N., 
the Northern Attack Force assayed the mission of 
landing and supporting British troops on beaches 
which lay north of the Sele just below Salerno. 

The Northern Attack Force contained four British 
cruisers, an anti-aircraft ship and a monitor, 18 de- 
stroyers, about 40 minecraft of various types, and 


DESTROYERS IN SCREEN 

Plunkett Lt. Comdr. E. J. Burke 

Flying pennant of 
Comdr. G. L. Menocal, comdesron 7 

Niblack Lt. Comdr. R. R. Connor 

Benson Lt. Comdr. R. J. Woodaman 

Cleaves Lt. Comdr. B. L. Gurnette 

Mavo ' Lt. Comdr. F. S. Habecker 

Wainwright Lt. Comdr. R. H. Gibbs 

Flying pennant of 

Capt. C. Wellborn, Jr., comdesron 8 

Rowan Lt. Comdr. R. S. Ford 

Knight Lt. Comdr. J. C. Ford, Jr. 

Flagship of 

Capt. C. L. Andrews, Jr., commander diversion group 
Cole Lt. Comdr. B. Chipman 


Bernadou 

Dallas 


Lt. Comdr. B. L. Talman 
Comdr. A. C. Roessler 


DESTROYERS IN SCREEN AND 
FIRE-SUPPORT GROUPS 

Woolsey Lt. Comdr. H. R. Wier 

Flying pennant of 

Comdr. E. R. Durgin, comdesron 13* 

Bristol Comdr. J. A. Click 

Edison Lt. Comdr. H. A. Pearce 

Ludlow Comdr. L. W. Creighton 

Nicholson ' Comdr. L. M. Markham, Jr, 

Trippe Lt. Comdr. R. C. Williams, Jr. 

Rhind Lt. Comdr. O. W. Spahr, Jr. 

*Relieved on 15 September by Comdr. Harry Sanders. 


over 300 landing craft. A Support Carrier Force built 
around five aircraft carriers, and a Covering Force 
containing eight British battleships and screen, op- 
erated with the Salerno invasion fleet, which was 
loaned a United Nations complexion by the inclusion 
of two Polish destroyers, a Greek destroyer, and a 
couple of Dutch gunboats. 

D-Day was scheduled for September 9. From Oran, 
from Algiers, from Bizerte, from Tripoli, from ports 
as far east as Alexandria, and from Palermo, the 
ships of the “Avalanche” armada set out. The con- 
voys from North Africa converged off the northwest 
coast of Sicily, and the Palermo group joined the 
main body about 100 miles off the Italian coast. This 
mass movement of invasion shipping did not go un- 
remarked by the enemy. At the very hour of sailing 
a horde of German bombers struck at the North 
African harbors where the ships had assembled. Navy 
gun crews were busy at the invasion’s outset. 

At 0630 in the evening of September 8, while the 
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armada was oflE the Giilf of Salerno, General Eisen- 
hower broadcast the stunning announcement that 
Italy had capitulated. Explaining the broadcast, he 
subsequently wrote that the ‘'action did not by any 
means change our invasion' plans/’ Actually, Italian 
Premier Badoglio had been temporizing. And the 
announcement was put on the air to force Badoglio’s 
hand (he officially acquiesced an hour and a half 
later) and to confuse tlie Germans. In Allied Head- 
quarters some officers hoped the broadcast might in- 
duce the Italian soldiery to turn on the Nazis. But 
-intelligence reports indicated that the Germans had 
already disarmed many Italian garrisons, taking over 
military defenses, and were preparing to fight to the 
last Italian ditch. 

Such, indeed, was tlie case at Salerno. Apparently 
well informed on the “Avalanche” objective, German 
Field Marshal Albert von Kesselring had rushed re- 
inforcements to the Sele estuary, installed strong de- 
fenses on the neighboring beaches, and planted artil- 
lery on the ridges dominating Salerno Gulf. The Gulf 
was a lion's mouth waiting to snap when tlie Allied 
invasion fleet arrived. 

Bloody Salerno 

Through darkness which was warm and fragrant, 
the invasion fleet entered a gulf as calm as Peace. 
The Italian coastline was a silhouette in black velvet. 
The water inshore lay almost breathless, its gentle 
swells like the quiet breathing of untroubled sleep. 

On schedule the first assault waves moved in. The 
second waves soon followed, meeting indifferent op- 
position. Then, as the third waves approaclied the 
shore, the Salerno volcano exploded. 

From hidden pillboxes, redoubts, and gun emplace- 
ments, the Nazis poured shot and shell at the LCI’s, 
the DUKW’s, and other landing craft in the shallows. 
Troops on the beaches were flayed by machine-gun 
crossfire. Big Krupp guns let out a basso roar and 
Mark VI tanks charged out of nowhere. 

On some of the beaches the American and British 
troops, enfiladed, were driven back to water’s edge. 
On several, the combat teams were slaughtered to a 
man. Nazi aircraft swept over to bomb and strafe the 
reeling landing forces. By mid-morning the Salerno 
shallows were a crimson sludge, and it appeared as 
though the invaders might be literally blown from the 
beachhead. 

At this point Admiral Davidson’s First Support 
Group stepped in. The bombardment ships had been 
held at bay by the maze of minefields, and so they 
were late in taking station in their assigned fire- 
support areas. But about 1000 of that critical D-Day 
morning the cruisers and destroyers moved shoreward. 


and by noon they were all in position. They were 
just in time. 

By that hour the Salerno beaches looked like death- 
traps. Nazi artillerymen had rolled forward big bat- 
teries which included 88 mm. guns, and these rifles, 
emplaced on ridges, were pounding the sands with a 
devastating barrage. General Clark described the 
Germans as “looking down our throat.’’ On one beach 
a herd of Nazi tanks had advanced to within 200 yards 
of the American foxholes. And at Green Beach coun- 
terattacking Nazis broke through and gained foxholes 
only 80 yards from the water. 

Then the fire-support ships opened up. The cruisers 
and destroyers were unable to repeat their sharpshoot- 
ing “Husky” performance. Shore fire-control (SFC) 
parties had become scattered in the bedlam of battle. 
Some of the SFC men had been killed; some had lost 
tlieir gear, or been marooned with damaged radio 
sets. Hotvever, ttvo cruisers and one destroyer man- 
aged to establish communication with fire-control 
parties ashore. 

And in spite of the fact that most of the bull’s-eyes 
were not spotted with exactitude, cruiser and de- 
stroyer salvos began to land on target Nazi machine- 
gun emplacements were wiped out. Mobile guns were 
blown off their wheels, and heavy artillery units were 
put out of action. A railway battery was either 
knocked out or silenced. Crashing in from the sea, 
naval shellfire stopped Nazi tanks in their tracks, 
blowing a goodly number out of existence. 

By D-Day evening the Nazis were falling back. 
Although the Naval fire support could not be scored 
in precise statistics, its effectiveness was certified by 
the following message from General Lange (5 th Army) 
to Admiral Davidson: 

THANK GOD FOR THE FIRE OF THE NAVV SHIPS X PROB- 
ABLY COULD NOT HAVE STUCK IT OUT AT BLUE AND YEL- 
LOW BEACHES X BRAVE FELLOWS X PLEASE TELL THEM 
SO 

Even as the "Avalanche” forces pounded on the 
doorstep to Naples, a small diversionary force steamed 
northward to capture a small chain of islands in the 
Gulf of Naples some 40 miles west of the great sea- 
port. 

The diversionary force was led by Captain G. L. 
Andrews, Jr., in the destroyer Knight (Lieutenant 
Commander J. C. Ford, Jr.). It included two Dutch 
gunboats, and enough men to capture the islands of 
Ventotene, Ponza, Procida, Ischia, and the postcard 
Isle of Capri. 

On Ventotene the Italian garrison cheerfully sur- 
rendered. A force of some 90 Germans elected to 
fight, but were soon either dead or captured. Knight 
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and Company quickly scooped up the other islands, 
and the Navy had a base in hand for the Naples drive. 

At Salerno the assault forces gained ground on tlie 
morning after D-Day, although the Luftwaffe un- 
leashed an almost continuous series of air raids. Allied 
carrier aircraft and Sicily-based Army fighters dog- 
fought the German planes. Again the Navy moved 
in ivith fire-support for the ground troops. 

Admiral Davidson’s group had lost the services of 
H.M.S. ABERcntoMBiE; the ship had been disabled by 
a mine on D-Day. During the action on September 
10, H.N.M.S. Flores ivas crippled by bomb explo- 
sions close aboard. These were the group’s only ship 
casualties. By the evening of the 10th it seemed feasi- 
ble to assign 11 of the American destroyers in the 
group to convoy duty. At 2215 they took screening 
positions around Convoy SNF-1 to escort the forma- 
tion to Oran— a task which was to prove infinitely 
more dangerous than the fire-support mission. 

The day after Davidson’s task group was broken 
up, Vice Admiral Hewitt’s flagship Ancon entered 
Salerno Bay, and General Clark and staff went ashore. 
The beachhead now seemed well in hand. Unfortu- 
nately, die situation was deceiving. During evening 
twilight of the 13th, Nazi reinforcements stormed 
into the area. Once more the U.S. VI Corps was fear- 
fully mauled and nearly dislodged from the beach- 
head. 

This time die Navy’s cruisers and destroyer Mayo 
moved up to pump salvos at the enemy’s tanks, 
troops, and guns. General Eisenhower now ordered 
die Strategic Air Force to defer inland railroad bomb- 
ing and to join the beachhead battle. Air bombings 
supplementing naval barrages, the Nazi counter- 
attack was battered into a Nazi retreat. Salerno would 
not be secured for several more days, but Kesselring’s 
forces could no longer hope to reverse the tide of 
"Avalanche.” 

Again, the destroyer accomplishment at Salerno re- 
mains difficult to assess. As in Operations "Torcli” 
and "Husky,” the DD’s working in "Avalanclie" were 
members of a great amphibious organization con- 
taining all types of ships on all manner of missions. 
But something of the size and efficacy of dieir fire- 
support effort is indicated by the following excerpt 
from a report by Admiral Hewitt: 

The enemy was ready and waiting for the Allied 
assault when the landings were made at Salerno. 
Without the support of naval gunfire, the assault 
of the beaches could not have carried, and the Army 
could not have remained asho're without the sup- 
port of naval guns and bombing aircraft. On D-Day 
alone fire-support ships engaged a minimum of one 


hundred thirty-two targets. Ammunition expendi- 
ture was reported on only seventy, or 53% of the 
targets, but the weight of explosives hurled at about 
one-half of the targets more than equaled the 
weight that twenty-two batteries of 105-mm. how- 
itzer, firing 400 rounds per battery, could have fired 
had they been ashore and in position. The Army 
position ruas precarious on D-Day, and continued so 
until after the heavy air and naval bombardment 
on D plus 6 and 7, and until the beachhead was 
secured on D plus 8. Naval gunfire continued on a 
heavy scale until the 19th of September. By the 
28 th of September, more than the equivalent of 
71,500 105-mm. field artillery projectiles had been 
fired at 556 or more targets. 

No less an authority dian the German military 
savant, Sertorious, attributed the loss of Salerno to 
General Von Kesselring’s inability to cope with naval 
bombardments. 

By die end of September, Salerno had been won. 
But the Allies had paid a hea \7 price for the prize. 
Some 7,000 British and 5,000 American soldiers had 
been slain in the fighting. And two United States de- 
stroyers had been downed in acdon. First victim was 
the U.S.S. Rowan. 

Loss of U.S.S. Rowan 

Late in the evening of September 10, 1943, the de- 
stroyer Rowan (Lieutenant Commander R. S. Ford) 
took station in the screen whicli ivas forming around 
die empty transports and cargo vessels of Convoy 
SNF-1, bound from Salerno to Oran. 

Over the inner reaches of Salerno Gulf the night 
sky was flushed by the crimson breadi of angry guns. 
The distant foreshore resembled a dark grid on which 
embers smoldered, wdiile smoke coiled and fumed 
over die glowing coals. The ridges above the shore 
were charred backlogs festooned ivith splashes of 
flame. By contrast the outer reaches of the Gulf 
seemed cool, the cliannel there was quiet and shad- 
oivy, and a ship, heading seaivard, might draw a deep 
breadi of relief. 

Rowan had joined the convoy screen at 2240. At 
midnight she was pacing along— nodiing to report. 
A moment later her startled lookouts glimpsed a 
phosphorescent streak racing through the water on 
die ship’s bow. 

TORPEDO I 

The alarm sent all hands to battle stations. The 
torpedo passed harmlessly ahead. Lieutenant Com- 
mander Ford turned the destroyer on the proverbial 
dime, and drove her down the torpedo’s track. 
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As Rowan charged across the water, a flicker o£ 
“pips" appeared on her radar screen— E-boats in the 
offing. Firing by full radar control, the destroyer 
opened up on the enemy. Guns blazing, she closed the 
range on one target to 2,000 yards. Then, while swing- 
ing in a fast turn, she was apparently struck in the 
port quarter by a torpedo. 

Crash of the explosion was instantly followed by a 
ship-shattering blast that ripped open the destroyer’s 
stern and blew segments of deck and superstructure 
skyivard. The first detonation had exploded the after 
magazine. 

Men and officers were hurled into the sea. Gunners 
who had been standing at their mounts found them- 
selves clinging to mats of wreckage. Sailors found 
themselves swimming desperately through glutinous 
oil in a fog of steam. Rowan was nowhere in sight. 
The destroyer had vanished. Forty seconds after the 
explosion, the ship was under the sea. 

Loss of life in this sinking was excruciatingly heavy. 
Rescuers speeding to the scene could find only too 
few survivors, and many of these were ivounded. 
Heroic lifesaving work by destroyer Bristol could 
not prevent a tragic deatli toll. She picked up 72 of 
Rowan’s complement. 

It has never been ascertained that Rowan was tor- 
pedoed by an E-boat. One of her signalmen declared 
that he sighted the killers dirough a spyglass, but no 
one else saw or heard them. Although an E-boat tor- 
pedoing seemed highly probable, there remained the 
possibility that the ship had struck a mine. 

Among the Rowan survivors was her captain. Lieu- 
tenant Commander Ford. Reporting the disaster, he 
praised die initiative of a bluejacket. Torpedoman 
Second W. F. Garrigus, who had managed to set the 
depth diarges on safe. The man’s quick action un- 
doubtedly saved the lives of many swimmers strug- 
gling in the swirl ivhere the ship is'ent under. 

Rowan was the first American destroyer lost in 
"Operation Avalanciie.” In die embattled seas off 
Salerno she w'as to have company. 

Loss of U.S.S. Buck 

Not far from the spot ivhere Roivan ivent doivn, 
destroyer Buck ivas patrolling the approaclies to 
Salerno. This was die night of October 8-9, 1943. The 
Americans had entered Naples on October 1, only 
to find the harbor a shambles. Retreating, die Nazis 
had blown up wharves, demolished docks and ma- 
rine machiner)’, and blocked die bay wiUi a sargasso 
of sunken ships. And while diis WTeckage was being 
cleared, invasion shipping continued to make port at 
Salerno, Hence the patrol in that locality by such 
destroycn as U.S.S.Buck. 


Midnight, and all was well. The watch changed 
with mechanical precision. Doivn in the after engine- 
room an ensign listened attentively to the good drone 
of dependable turbines. Radar and sonar crews con- 
centrated on their instruments. 

Then suddenly all was changed. A surface radar 
contact had been made. Buck’s captain. Lieutenant 
Commander M. J. Klein, sounded General Quarters. 
And whatever the preoccupation of those on or off 
watch at that hour— coffee, or sleep, or odd job, or 
reminiscence— all hands sprang as one man to battle 
stations. These were the same men who had taken 
the measure of Italian submarine Argento. 

But while Buck was tracking the enemy that morn- 
ing of October 9, the foe drew a deadly bead on the 
destroyer. Destroyermen thought they saw a dim 
silhouette across the water— a ghostly conning tower. 
Two torpedoes struck tlie destroyer’s bow with killing 
violence. Smashing explosions burst the ship’s hull 
plates, wrecked her forward compartments, and let 
in the flood. 

In a turmoil of smoke, flame, and steam, the ship 
sloughed to a halt. Four minutes after she was hit. 
Buck plunged for the bottom. A depth-charge explo- 
sion blasted the swirl where the vessel sank. Then 
thunder and tumult were abruptly swallowed by the 
sea. Wreckage and oil spread across the surface, and 
with it drifting rafts, and the gagged shouts of swim- 
ming men. 

Steaming to the rescue, destroyer Gleaves and Brit- 
ish LCT 170 picked up 57 survivors. Lieutenant 
Commander Klein was not among the rescued. In an 
action that had taken the lives of some 150 of Buck’s 
good company, the captain had gone down with his 
ship. 

On the chart Rowan’s grave is marked at lat. 40-07 
N,, long. 14-18 E. Neai'-by, within 15 miles, lies Buck. 
Two destroyers lost in the Salerno campaign. 

But the invasion of Italy was only getting under 
way. Within a fortnight the effort would claim still 
another American DD. 

Loss of U.S.S. Bristol 

In mid-October, 1943, all roads led to Rome. In 
particular, all transport highways in the Western 
Mediterranean were leading to Rome. The Rome 
haul was a long haul and a tough haul, beset all the 
way by brigandage and murder and war’s legalized 
high pirac>'. In early autumn of 1943 the nearest Al- 
lied terminal was Salerno, But the Rome haul would 
eventually get through, largely aided by the -work of 
such stahvarts as the U.S.S. Bristol. 

On tlie night of October 12, 1943, Bristol (Com- 
mander J. A. Click) was wdth a destroyer squadron 


333 





steaming as screen for a transport division. The con- 
voy ivas on a Mediterranean road ^vhich followed tlie 
coastline of Algeria. The evening ^vas fine— clement 
weather and pladd seascape under a sky potvdered 
with stars. 

At O-jOO in the morning the convoy tvas off Cape 
Bougaroun, about midway between Algiers and 
Tunis. The fine night had, if anything, improved. A 
golden moon, high, full, and bright, laid a luminous 
path across the water. Visibility was excellent. 

Patrolling at 15 knots on the port side of the for- 
mation, Bristol paced like a restless lion. Topside 
lookouts scanned sky and water with steady scrutiny. 
At their sensitive instruments, radar and sonar op- 
erators watched and listened. For eternal vigilance 
was the price of safety on tliis Mediterranean ro.ad. 

Yet vigilance and all the detection devices of mod- 
em sdence were sometimes frustrated— and when 
least expected— by the cunning enemy. Under some 
conditions of water density and temperature, sonar’s 
"echo-ranging” beams might peter out or be deflected. 
From undiscovered ambush a submarine might fire 
with deadly suddenness, its presence first betrayed by 
a streaking torpedo ivake, or— as in Bristol's case— a 
whisper in the sound gear. 

At 0423 the destroyer’s sonar ss-atch heard the hy- 
drophone effect of a torpedo. The low, rushing whis- 
tle of an oncoming SS mm. shell might have given the 
ship more warning. Scarcely was the alarm flashed 
topside svhen, ten seconds after it first was heard, the 
torpedo struck Bristou 

Smashing in on the ship’s port side at the forward 
engine-room, the blast stopped the destroyer dead 
sdth a broken back. Men, guns, fragments of gear 
and machiner)’ ivere streim by the violent e.xplosion. 
Mortally stricken, Bristol sagged in the moon-washed 
sea, and began to settle under a surge of smoke. 

There was time to launch life rafts, to give the 
wounded a hand, to get overside in “Mae ‘Wests.’’ 
Not much time. A few minutes after she was struck, 
Bristol broke in tivo and sank- ^Vai>tmucht and 
Trippe soon arrived to rescue survivors. Darvnlight 
presently aided the rescue svork, and the lifesaving 
went svviftly foivvard. All told, 241 men tvere saved. 
But in spite of brave tvork by survivors and rescuers, 
casualties tvere hea\'y. Fifty-two of the crerv' were lost 
with the ship. 

'The submarine responsible for the sinking was 
never sighted, and so far as is knorvn it eluded the 
hunt and escaped. It may have fired a long-range shot 
from periscope depth, and then gone deep into some 
whale-hole ambush to lie in tvait for another convoy. 

The road to Rome was a hard and dangerous road 
for the Destroyer ServTce, as loss of Row'an, Buck, 


and Bristol is evidence. And before the autumn was 
out another American destroyer would go down on 
tliat death-stalked "Appian Way.’’ 'The killers were 
German aircraft and their victim was U.S.S. Beatt^-. 


Onslaught on Ship-Train for Naples 

By November, 1943, engineen and Seabees laboring 
like giants had cleared some of the Naples wTeckage. 
Booby-traps had been exploded, a few port facilities 
had been replaced, otliers were repaired, and chan- 
nels were open in the bay. Naples was shaping up as a 
base for the Allied ground forces fighung their way 
through Italy. 

Bound for Naples in the first week of November 
was a great .Allied ship-train. Convoy KME-25.A, trans- 
porting tons of war supplies and tliousands of troop 
reinforcements for the .Army of General Mark Clark. 
Assembled in tlie United Kingdom, the convoy con- 
tained 15 American and eight British transports. 
These heasy-laden vessels 'l^■ere screened by a power- 
ful destroyer task group, TG 60.2 under command 
of Captain C. C. Hartman, ComDesRon 15. Ameri- 
can destroyers in the screen were: 


Daviso.s* Lt. Comdr J. D. Colktl 

Flagship of Cept. Hartman 
BEATTi* Lt. Comdr. W. Outerson 

Mervlne Lt. Comdr. D. R. Frakss 

TILL.MA.N' Lt. Comdr C. S. Hutchings 

Parker Comdr. J. IF. Berjs 

Flying pennant of 
Capt. C. J. Carter, co.mdesro.v 16 
Laltj Lt. Comdr. A. G. Hay 

McLanahan Lt. Comdr. N. C. Johnson 


In addition to the seven American DD’s, the saeen 
included three Briush destroyers, two Greek desuoy- 
ers, and the anti-aircraft vessel H.M.S. Colombo. 
After tire convoy entered the Mediterranean and 
headed eastward for the Tum'sian 'War Channel, the 
task group svas augmented by tss-o American destroyer- 
escorts from Mers-el-Kebir. The DE’s ■were Frederick 
C. Dams (Lieutenant Commander O. \V. Goepner, 
U.S.N.R.), and Herbert C. Jones (Lieutenant Com- 
mander A. W. Gardes). 

Steaming along the .Algerian coast, the convoy fol- 
lowed the sea road which led to the narroiv waist of 
the Mediterranean. Too large to pass through the 
Tunisian AV’'ar Channel in columns of three ship* 
each— the favored formation— the convoy s\'as strtmg 
out in less maneuverable seven- and nine-ship col- 
umns. 

The convoy’s s-ulnerability became all too manifest 
on November 6, as the ships, basing left Algiers far 
astern, Avere approaching PhilippeMlle. Traveling at 
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Smeared with blood and oil, these three survivors of Rowan (DD ‘103) are await- 
ing medical attention. Their ship had sunk in 40 seconds after her stern had 
been ripped off by an E-boat torpedo or a mine during the Salerno operation. 



One of the "flat stacks/’ probably Charles F. Hughes, under German attack dur- 
ing the Allied invasion of Nettuno Bay, some thirty miles south of Rome. In- 
vasion shipping had assembled at Naples for this jump around the Nazi flank. 



The Murphy transports the King of Arabia and 
his retainers to meet President Roosevelt at the 
Suez Canal. The King’s tent was erected on deck. 





Night anti-aircraft firing at Salerno protects the 
landing forces from enemy planes. Nazi defeat 
was hastened by effective naval bombardment. 


12 knots, they had reached a point on the road not 
far from Cape Bougaroun, the scene of the Bristol 
ambush, %vhen the enemy struck. Time: 1800. Visi- 
bility poor. Diving out of the dark and the daylight, 
the Luftwaffe descended like a flock of vultures on 
unsuspecting game. 

This game, though, could fight back, with sweeping 
scythes of anti-aircraft fire. 

A mixed force of some nine bombers and 16 tor- 
pedo planes, the Nazi aircraft attacked at 1804. Speed- 
ing in at low altitude, a plane slipped a sharpshooting 
torpedo into the water, and at 1805 American de- 
stroyer Beatty was fatally hit. 

In the ensuing battle the screen destroyers of Task 
Group 60.2 put up a worthy defense. The attackers 
— destroyermen identified at least one Heinkel 111, a 
Domier 217, and three Junker 88's— ran into aerial 
thickets of ack-ack. Davison shot down a plane. 
Parker shot down a plane. Tillman shot doim a 
plane. Destroyer-escort H. C. Jones shot doivn a 
plane. So did British destroyer Haydon and one of 
the transports in the convoy. 

Poor visibility favored the aircraft, however, and 
they had the advantage of high-speed raiders versus 
large, slower moving targets. They struck at the van 
destroyers of the screen, at ships on the convoy’s port 
flank and on its quarters. Then they concentrated on 
the quarters of the formation. 

Fire-spitting AA guns broke up the attacks. They 
brought down a half dozen aircraft. They forced tor- 
pedo planes to make long-range drops, and bombers 
to remain at a high level. But bombs and torpedoes 
were not the only weapons wielded by the fast-flying 
enemy. In this onslaught on Convoy KMF-25A the 
Germans unleashed a new killer. 

At first glimpse, destroyer gunners who had never 
seen it before took the thing for a midget airplane. 
Then, at close range, it resembled a winged rocket, 
a streak of red light with a flaring green tail. Re- 
leased from a high-flying bomber, these phantasmal 
comets would swoop across the sky, then abruptly 
plummet doivn on a target in a screaming dive. 
Radio-controlled glider bombsl 

First employed on Allied invasion shipping at 
Salerno, the glider bombs had appeared as a lethal 
menace to anchored vessels. Now they gave Convoy 
KMF-25A and Captain Hartman’s task group some 
spine-chilling moments. They did not strike any ships, 
but they came devilishly close. 

Dangerous as were (he glider bombs in the battle 
off Cape Bougaroun, aircraft torpedoes were the wea- 
pons which ivrought the havoc. Before the Nazi planes 
were finally beaten off, two Allied transports were 
fatally torpedo-stabbed— the S,S. Santa Elena and the 


S.S. Aldegonde. When the aircraft droned away in 
the dark they left behind them a sea splotched with 
fire and ivreckage— burning ships and demolished 
planes. 

Six planes for three ships. Numerically in the con- 
voy’s favor, this battle-score weighed many tons in 
favor of the Luftwaffe. And although the defense put 
up by the screening destroyers was stout. Rear Ad- 
miral C. F. Bryant, who analyzed and endorsed Cap- 
tain Hartman’s Action Report, severely criticized 
some features of the convoy. His remarks are quoted 
herewith. 

In my opinion this convoy was not properly organized 
and controlled by the British. 

The convoy commodore and the screen commander 
should have been members of the same service, prefer- 
ably British as this was a British controlled convoy op- 
erating in areas controlled by them. 

Convoy speed was unnecessarily slow. Troop ship con- 
voys should steam at maximum speed of slowest ship and 
rendezvotis should be arranged accordingly. It is folly to 
have ships carrying 4,000 to 7,000 troops each steam at 
speeds of 12 knots merely to make a rendezvous. 

Convoy should have been split into two groups after 
entering Mediterranean— into a fast and a sloiv group. 
There were included in this convoy a number of large 
ships capable of eighteen knots or better, ... It is in- 
viting disaster unnecessarily to have the Monterey, 
carrying 7,000 troops and capable of 20 knots, steam at 
12 knots, . . . 

Air coverage was withdratvn before dark. 

After the battle a call for assistance was flashed to 
Algiers. From that port on November 7, Destroyer 
Division 32, under Commander J. C. Sowell, steamed 
to the scene to conduct rescue and salvage opera- 
tions. This division contained flagship Chanu 
(C ommander C. L, Melson), and destroyers Be 
(Lieutenant Commander B. P. Field, Jr.), N 
(Commander A. R. Heckey), and Ordronaux (C 
mander R, Brodie, Jr,). 

The two transports which had been torpedoed 
mained afloat until the 7th, But the ships were not 
be saved. Nor did the rescuers arrive in time to sa . 
destroyer Beatty. Long before they reached the bait' 
scene, she had gone beyond all possible salvage. 

Loss of U.S.S. Beatty 

When Beatty was hit, she was maintaining her 
position in the convoy formation. Stationed on the 
starboard quarter of the rear ship in the right-hand 
column, and about 3,000 yards out, the destroyer was 
target for the first attack which roared in through the 
twilight. 

Lieutenant Commander W. Outerson and others 
topside scarcely had time to set their teeth before the 
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killing torpedo struck the ship. With a stunning blast 
the warhead burst against the starboard side at the 
after engine-room. Beatty shuddered to a halt and 
sagged in the water with a broken keel. 

She did not go down off Cape Bougaroun without a 
fight. Below decks her damage-con trolmen fought 
fire, steam, and flood with every measure available. 
Topside, her gunners battled the Luftwaffe. 

Torpedoes rushed past her, bombs thundered in 
the water near-by, and glider bombs rocketed over- 
head. But though Beatty could beat off her assail- 
ants, she could not win the fight for buoyancy. 
Steadily the water rose below decks, stifling her power 
plant, drowning vital machinery. 

Her damaged hull could not stand the strain of 
flooding. With a sudden lurch the ship broke in two. 
Under a pail of smoke the fore and aft sections sank. 
The time was about 2305. 

Beatty’s crew had abandoned smartly, with op- 
portunity to launch rafts and floats, and to make good 
use of lifesaving gear. Casualties were consequently 
few. Eleven bluejackets were lost with the ship, and 
a wounded man died after rescue. The other wounded 
—an officer and six enlisted men— recovered from 
their injuries. 

Rescuers found the Beatty men a tough, enduring 
lot. Perhaps the pace for endurance and pluck was 
set by Sam S. Poland, Radarman 3c, U.S.N.R. Man- 
ning his battle station at a starboard depth-charge 
thrower, Poland had been standing practically on top 
of the spot where the torpedo smote Beatty. Hurled 
overboard by the blast, he was flung into the sea with 
a double compound fracture of the left leg. All eve- 
ning and all night he remained afloat, in spite of his 
broken leg. When his cries were finally heard, and 
he was sighted by destroyermen of the U.S.S. Boyle, 
Sam Poland was swimming— typical of the never-say- 
die spirit of the Destroyer Service. 

Wainwright and H.M.S. Calpe Kill U-593 

By December 1943 the Mediterranean was no 
longer a potential Fascist lake. But the Nazis were 
doing their best to keep the Swastika flying over (and 
under) its waters. While they concentrated on the 
Tyrrhenian storm center, they did not neglect Algiers 
and Gibraltar traffic lanes. 

However, the U-boat and Luftwaffe menace was 
gradually being stifled by an unremitting A/S and 
anti-aircraft campaign. This dual campaign entailed 
continuous sweeps and round-the-clock patrols which, 
often unproductive in the Algiers and Gibraltar 
areas, were particularly tedious for destroyermen on 
the U-boat hunt. 

"You worked your shirt out at the elbotvs and you 


seemed to accomplish nothing,” a destroyerman said. 
"Most of those anti-sub patrols off North Africa were 
as boresome as a cop’s beat in Flatbush. But Murder 
Inc. was out there. You had all the excitement you 
could use when you ran into those gunmen." 

In mid-December destroyer A/S teams killed two 
U-boats in the Western Mediterranean. The first was 
downed on the 13th by U.S.S. Wain-wwght and Brit- 
ish destroyer Calpe. 

The two DD’s were conducting a sub-hunt in com- 
pany with destroyers Niblack and Benson. They 
were sweeping an area northwest of Algiers and 
about midway between the North African coast and 
the coast of Spain when Wainwight left the group 
to investigate a "sub sighted” report. That was at 
0120 in the morning of December 13. 

Aware that they were “it" in a game of hide-and- 
seek, the U-boaters promptly ducked. Wainwright 
steamed this way and that, probing with sonar, but 
her electronic fingers were eluded by the needle in 
the haystack. At 0229 H.M.S. Calpe arrived on the 
scene to team up on the hunt. 

The search continued through daybreak and sun- 
rise-no success. Doggedly the ttvo destroyers kept at it 
while the clock ticked through the morning, through 
noon, into afternoon. Persistence paid off. At 1408 
Wainivright’s sonar instruments registered a contact. 
Her captain, Commander W. W. Strohbehn, directed 
a booming depth-charge attack. Calpe picked up the 
contact at 1423 and promptly let go with depth 
charges, Wainwright regained sound contact at 1435, 
and coached her British team-mate up to the target. 
Calpe distributed a pattern of depth charges at 1440, 
and this blasting rang the bell. 

Seven minutes after the last depth charge ivas 
dropped, a U-boat came spouting to the surface some 
1,800 yards from Wainwright. The American de- 
stroyer opened fire. Two minutes of that, and the 
German submariners came out of the conning tower 
to abandon. 

As the Nazi crew sprang overside, Strohbehn or- 
dered the destroyer gunners to cease fire. Then he 
sent a party across the water to pick up survivors. 
The destroyermen had time to board the damaged 
U-boat and bring out men who were calling, “Kam- 
eradl" Calpe joined in the rescue of these frantic sub- 
mariners who preferred a Prisoner-of-War camp to 
entombment in a sunken U-boat. 

At 1530 the two destroyers with their prisoners set 
a course for Algiers. Behind them on the bottom they 
left the U-593. 

Woolsey and Trippe Kill U-73 

On the afternoon of December 16, 1943, a U-boat 
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ambushed a convoy off Cape Falcon, Algeria. Tor- 
pedoes smashed into the S.S. John S. Copley, and 
there was death in the afternoon. Then American 
destroyers steamed out of Mers-el-Kebir to track 
down the sub. 

Under command of Captain H. Sanders, ComDes- 
Uiv 13, the destroyers were Woolsey, Trippe, and 
Edison. The last named did not get in on the U-boat 
kill, but she assisted in screening and in picking up 
tlie U-boat survivors. Sanders’ flagship, the Woolsey 
(Commander H. R. Wier), and destroyer Trippe 
(Commander R. C. Williamson) did the shooting. 

They reached the vicinity of the torpedoing about 
1715, and started the A/S search about 1730. Within 
45 minutes of the hunt’s beginning Woolsey’s sonar 
put the finger on the skulking enemy. 

As the destroyer jockeyed in on the attack, the con- 
tact evaporated, and the hunters held their depth 


charges in leash, waiting for a sharper materialization 
of the target. At 1837 Woolsey regained sound con- 
tact, and the destroyermen were able to execute a 
deliberate attack. 

Thundering around the submarine, Woolsey’s 
depth charges dished in the hull, pulverized light 
bulbs, and knocked out various electrical fixtures. 
The blasting also caused leakage, a casualty obviously 
fatal to a submarine if not soon mended. But per- 
sistent leaks may paralyze a submarine long before 
they flood it. A salty spray shooting in through a 
damaged gasket may wet the vessel’s electrical cables 
and cause arcing, flashing, and the worst sort of fires 
and fumes. Sooner or later a leaking submarine must 
go down permanently or be brought to the surface. 
The captain of leaking U-73 ordered the crew to blow 
all ballast and take her to the surface. 

Whereupon Woolsey’s SG radar snared a “pip” 
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dead ahead at a range of 1,900 yards— precisely what 
WooLSEY and Trippe had been waiting for. They 
shot the ray of a potverful searchlight across the 
water. As the spotlighf fastened on the submarine, 
the Nazi gunners opened fire. Hot steel whistled 
across Woolsey’s deck; tvvm bluejackets were 
tvounded. The submariners ^vere to regret this folly, 
for both destroyers immediately replied with a hot 
and accurate fusillade that lashed the U-boat into 
sinking tvreckage. Some 27 Nazis went do^vm with 
the boat. The destroyermen picked up 34 survivors. 

Thus another Mediterranean marauder was elimi- 
nated. There were more where that one came from. 
But the Allies tvere driving forward, and the calendar 
was moving into 1944, and the days of Hitler’s U- 
boats were numbered. 

The Battle for Anzio (“Operation Shingle”) 

Sicily had been tough. Italy ^vas a lot tougher. Nazi 
General Kesselring pulled his troops out of the south- 
ern end of the peninsula and established the rock- 
ribbed “Gustav” and "Adolph Hitler” lines athwart 
the peninsula to block the Allied drive for Rome. 
Fighting northward from Naples, the American 
Army crashed into the defenses at Monte Cassino, and 
■was brought to a halt. On the Adriatic side of the 
peninsula the British were stopped at the Sangro 
River. As the year turned on 1944 the Allied invasion 
was stalled. 

Meantime, German paratroopers had snatched 
MussoUni from prison, and the Allies had suffered a 
catastrophic setback at Bari, where the Luftwaffe (on 
December 2, 1943) smashed the Adriatic port with a 
lightning raid that sent 16 transports to the bottom 
of the harbor. 

With Naples and the important southern air base at 
Foggia in possession, American strategists ivere in- 
clined to favor a holding action, but Churchill argued 
persuasively for a continued offensive in Italy. Be- 
cause head-on attacks against the enemy’s “mountain 
line” were proving extravagantly costly, the British 
Prime Minister promoted an amphibious landing 
on the T^Trhenean coast at Anzio. Such a move would 
outflank the Nazi position at Monte Cassino, and put 
Allied troops 55 miles behind the “Gustav” line at a 
point only a fetv miles south of Rome. 

Eisenhower cautioned that the move would be 
risky, but Churchill’s strategy prevailed. Reinforce- 
ments ^vere found for the Anzio operation, which 
was given the code-name “Shingle.” As General Eisen- 
hower was leaving for England to become Supreme 
Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, British 
General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson assumed the 
over-all Mediterranean command, hence %vas in 


charge of the Italian theater. “Operation Shingle” 
tvas to go full speed ahead. D-Day was set for January 
22, 1944. 

The landings were to take place on beaches in a 
sector which extended from Nettuno, a holiday re- 
sort some 30 miles south of Rome, to a point just 
belotv the Tiber estuary. Bull’s-eye in this target sec- 
tor was the little port of Anzio. 

The invasion shipping assembled in the Naples 
area, the U.S. Na \7 and the Royal Navy teaming up 
with that cooperation which had brought them from 
the coast of Canada to this Italian littoral. The 
American naval forces (Amphibious Task Force 81) 
were commanded by Rear Admiral F. J. Lotvry. Brit- 
ish naval forces were under Rear-Admiral Thomas 
Troubridge, R.N. The “Shingle” armada contained 
many of the amphibious vessels and fire-support war- 
ships which had carried the Allied invasion to Sicily 
and Salerno. Newcomers tvere also in the invasion 
fleet. A number of French, Dutch, and Greek ivar- 
ships, out to give the gunfire a United Nations tone. 
And two American destroyer-escorts, soon to shotv all 
and sundry that bantam DE’s could put up a giant- 
size battle. 

American destroyers and destroyer-escorts tvhich 
operated tvith Task Force 81 are listed below. 


Plunkett Comdr. E. J. Burke 

Flying the pennant of 
Capt. J. P. Clay, comdesron 7 
WooLSEY Comdr. H. R. Wier 

Flying the pennant of 
Capt. H. Sanders, comdesron 13 
WAimvEiGHT Comdr. W. TV. Strohbehn 

Trippe Comdr. R. C. TVilliams 

Niblack Comdr. R. R. Connor 

Gleaves Comdr. B. L. Gurnette 

Edison Comdr. H. A. Pearce 

Ludlow Comdr. L. TV. Creighton 

Mayo Comdr. A. D. Kaplan 

•Charles F. Hughes Lt. Comder. J. C. G. TVilson 
Flying the pennant of 
Comdr. V. Etavard, Jr., comdesdiv 14 
•Hilary P. Jones Comdr. F. M. Stiesberg 

•Madison Comdr. D. A. Stuart 

•Lansdale Lt. Comdr. D. M. Swift 

H. C. Jones Lt. Comdr. R. A. Soule, HI, U.S.N.R. 
Frederick. C. Davis 

Lt. Comdr. R. C. Robbins, Jr., U.S.N.R. 
* Arrival off Anzio between T -19 February. 


Mission of Task Force 81 was to establish Army 
Forces ashore on beaches near Cape D’Anzio for an 
attack on the rear of the enemy’s right flank. The 
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■jvarships ^vere to cover tlie landings, fumisli all neces- 
sary fire-support, and bolster the attack tvherever pos- 
sible. 

Following a misleading course -which headed in the 
general direction of Corsica and then swung back 
toward Cape D’Anzio, tlie invasion fleet approached 
Anzio about midnight of January 21. H-Hour was set 
for 0200, morning of the 22nd. 

Closing die coast, the ships moved in on headlands 
and foreshore that looked as quiet as scenery in a 
painting. 

The dark foreshore remained fixed and silent as 
the landing craft started in. Just before the troops 
readied die shallows, rocket boats sprayed the beaches 
with a preparatory barrage. By 0400 the vanguard 
had a solid footing on the beachhead, and scouts were 
probing inland. Still no reaction from the enemy. 

IVatching from offshore, sailors who remembered 
Salerno Gulf were surprised and pleased by this 
phenomenon. Unfortunately the picture was bound 
to change. With the morning light, gunfire began to 
thud and sputter behind die beaches. Presently the 
Luftwafje put in an appearance. The battle for Anzio 
ivas on. 

Yanks and Tommies skirmished into Anzio and 
Nettuno on D-Day afternoon, but the seizure of 
these little coast towns was only a beginning. Caught 
off base, die Nazis rushed men, guns, and planes to 
the area to contain the invaders. German 88 mm. 
shells began to pound the Anzio-Nettuno beaches, 
and clouds of Swastika aircraft came roaring down 
the sky over the cape. As Admiral Lowry stated: 
"Initial bombings during D-Day were light, but in- 
creased in intensity from D plus one. The first ten 
days had approximately seventy red alerts, of which 
thirty-two resulted in bombing attacks." 

An average of three air raids per day for ten 
straight days. The destroyers screening Task Force 81 
had their fill of anti-aircraft work. More than their 
fill. Morning and night the gunners were kept jump- 
ing by dive-bombing and high-level bombing on- 
slaughts. Heaviest raids were at evening twilight, at 
which time the Luftwafje generally struck with dive- 
bombers, torpedo-planes, and glider bombs— a vicious 
combination. They managed, however, to get in only 
one surprise attack. 

Meantime, the Army on D-Day had begun to call 
for fire-support, and the destroyers had begun to give 
it. Singly and severally, and sometimes in company 
with hea-yier warships, they moved along the coast to 
shoot at targets designated by shore fire-control 
parties. 

Confusion might have resulted from the fact that 
American shore fire-control parties were operating 


with British warships, British shore fire-control 
parties were working with American warships, and 
U.S. Army Air Corps fighter pilots, using Army 
artillery procedure, were spotting for both British 
and American ships. But communications were ex- 
changed with a glibness that brought results better 
than satisfactory. 

In his report Admiral Lotvry stated: 

As revealed by dispatch from VI. Corps Com- 
mander to Commander Task Force 81, prisoners 
of war reported that naval gunfire . . . was very 
effective and demoralizing to German troops. . . . 
Probably the most important type of fire delivered 
by naval support units was in the form of interdic- 
tion fire on road junctions, highways, crossroads 
and bridges. By denying the use of certain strategic 
points to the enemy, our forces were able to organ- 
ize their position before enemy reserves could be 
assembled to challenge the beachhead. 

One of the first destroyers to give fire-support at 
Anzio was the U.S.S. Mayo (Commander A. D. Kap- 
lan). On D-Day she steamed in to bombard enemy 
positions on the right flank of the Anzio beachhead. 
On the following day (January 23) she was still at it. 
The Germans had moved up heavy guns to lambaste 
the Anzio beaches, and under tliis cover a Nazi force 
was trj'ing to fight its way across the Mussolini Canal. 
Thanks to Mayo, the Nazis were stopped on the tow- 
path of this waterway. "The speed and accuracy of 
her fire,” Admiral Lowry noted, "kept the Germans 
from counterattacking across Canale Mussolini." 

Mayo continued to shell Nazi targets until the 
evening of January 24, when she was disabled by an 
underwater explosion of unknown origin. The blast, 
which occurred at 2001, may have been the work of 
a mine or an unseen, circling torpedo. The explosion 
mashed in the starboard side of the vessel, wrecking 
and flooding the after engine-room and after fire- 
room, rupturing the bulkhead between the two com- 
partments, bulging tlie main deck, and breaking the 
starboard propeller shaft. With six men killed, a 
man missing, and 25 wounded, the Mayo crew fought 
her battle-damage, and kept her above water. She was 
towed to Naples for temporary repairs, and even- 
tually sent home to the States. 

Another destroyer whicli contributed hot fire-sup- 
port service to "Shingle" was U.S.S. Ludlow (Com- 
mander L. W. Creighton). At 1019 in the morning of 
January 26 she answered a call to shoot up a Nazi 
strongpoint in Littoria. Steaming to the area, she 
opened fire and lobbed 267 rounds at the target- 
enough to win her the message: “Nice going. No more 
Littoria.” 
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Ludlow, too, was struck at Anzio. On February 8, 
while steaming off the coast, she was hit on the direc- 
tor deck by a 6-inch (or larger) shell. Luckily the pro- 
jectile was a dud. But before it stopped spinning 
about the deck, it injured a bluejacket, exploded 
some ready ammunition, and a fragment of the rotat- 
ing band slashed Commander Creighton’s leg, felling 
him with a severe wound. The hot projectile, which 
was spilling its explosive charge, was picked up and 
heaved overside by Chief Gunner’s Mate James D. 
Johnson— a nervy action which prevented more dam- 
age. Ludlow went on her way with Lieutenant P. 
Cutler, U.S.N.R., assuming temporary command of 
the ship. 

Sufficient evidence of the able fire-support loaned 
the “Shingle" effort by the destroyers may be found in 
the records of the U.S.S. Edison (Commander H. A. 
Pearce). In action at Anzio this destroyer fired 1,854 
rounds of 5-inch 38 ammunition at 21 separate tar- 
gets. With 101 rounds fired on January 29, she turned 
a parade of Nazi trucks and armored vehicles into a 
roadside junk pile. From exuberant shore fire-control 
parties she received one congratulatory message after 
another. Here are some verbatim extracts. 

FIRE EFFECTIVE VERY VERY GOOD BRASSED OFF A BUNCH 
OF KRAUTS 

MANY ENEMY TROOPS KILLED BY YOUR FIRE GOOD WORK 

PILOT SAID YOUR FIRE WAS VERY EFFECTIVE YOU WERE 
HITTING RIGHT ON THE ARTILLERY PIECES YOU WERE FIR- 
ING AT 

EFFECT OF FIRE MACHING-GUN EMPLACEMENT IN BUILD- 
ING TOTALLY DESTROYED. 

YOUR LAST TARGET WAS A TOWER BEING USED AS AN 
OBSERVATION POST YOU DEMOLISHED IT COMPLETELY 

Air Raids at Anzio (Damaging of U.S.S. Plunkett) 

Bombardment missions were not the only ones 
deftly accomplished by destroyers at Anzio. As was 
usual in an amphibious operation, they did all sorts 
of jobs, some routine, some odd. For instance, some 
were conducting A/S sweeps around the transport 
area, and keeping an eye out for possible E-boats. 
Some destroyers were guiding incoming traffic, and 
some were escorting empty convoys over the seaward 
horizon. These latter destroyers in Task Group 81.6, 
under Captain J. P. Clay, ComDesRon 7, were dealt 
duties as various as versatility itself. A paramount 
duty was the covering of invasion shipping with anti- 
aircraft protection. Most of the destroyers partici- 
pated in this effort at one time or another. 

In fact, this task kept the destroyermen busier than 
any other detail at Anzio. German artillery and the 
Luftwaffe constituted the chief opposition. The big 


Krupp guns did not arrive until late in the campaign, 
but the Luftwaffe was already on the job. Enemy air 
raids averaged three a day for the ten days immedi- 
ately following D-Day. 

Destroyers watched the sky with vigilant radar, 
hammered the raiders with flak, and rushed about 
laying smoke screens to cloak threatened shipping. All 
ships and craft in the area had some sort of smoke- 
making apparatus. It was used to good effect during 
twilight and after-dark raids when flashing AA bat- 
teries might otherwise silhouette the ships. German 
aviators, stunting through heavens of fire, were forced 
to drop their bombs more or less at random on seas 
of smudge. 

But the Heinkels, Junkers, and Dorniers got in a 
few savage licks. Early in the battle against the Luft- 
waffe, Captain Clay’s flagship, detroyer Plunkett, 
was hit. The ship, which was skippered by Com- 
mander E. J. Burke, was sorely wounded. 

The attack occurred on January 24 in the shadows 
of evening— the Luftwaffe’s favorite hour. It was one 
of those triple-threat onslaughts which featured tor- 
pedo-planes, dive-bombers, and glider bombs. Some 
eight or ten aircraft participated. The planes sighted 
were identified as Junker 88’s. Plunkett’s Action 
Report describes the attack’s development: 

The action opened when two glider bombs were ob- 
served coming in on the port beam. They were identified 
by a pale green light which marked their trajectory. Al- 
most simultaneously two Junker 88’s were observed at a 
50 foot altitude, one to port and one crossing ahead 
from starboard to port. Fire was opened and speed in- 
creased to 27 knots. A turn was made toward the glider 
bombs. These bombs hit the water about 200 yards 
astern of the ship. 

From this time on the ship was turned so as to keep 
pointed at the low flying planes. The forward 20 mm. 
gun crews reported seeing a plane at low altitude drop 
a torpedo at about 800 yards range which paralleled the 
track of the ship. During the next ten minutes these 
planes were intermittently sighted trying to obtain favor- 
able positions and at least five bombs fell, missing the 
ship from 20 to 200 yards. These bombs were believed 
to have been dropped by dive-bombers although the 
bombers were not seen. 

The silhouette of the ship must have been outlined by 
the continuous firing at the low level planes. One enemy 
plane was seen to crash about 1,000 yards on the port 
beam and another 1,000 yards on the starboard bow. 
One was seen heading away trailing smoke. About 
twelve minutes after the action started this ship was 
hit on the 1.1-inch gun mount by a bomb. . . . 

Estimated to be a 250-kiIo job, the bomb deto- 
nated with a huge explosion that swept the deck with 
molten iron and fire. Men perished instantly in the 
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face of this blast; a number were hurled overside or 
slain by flying debris. The flames touclied off ready 
1.1-inch and 20 mm. ammunition near the gun 
mount, and the wild fusillade added to the carnage. 
Her port engine disabled, the destroyer staggered and 
veered. The starboard engine was stopped to prevent 
the wind from fanning flames over depth charges aft. 

While desperate hands fought fire and explosion, 
the gunners at the forward 5-inch and 20 mm. mounts 
blazed away at the attacking aircraft. For five more 
minutes the ferocious battle continued; then the 
holocaust aft was brought under control, and simul- 
taneously the planes sped off in the night. Barbar- 
ously mutilated, Plunkett limped out of the battle 
area. Some 53 destroyermen had lost their lives in the 
blasting; 20 were wounded. Under escort of destroyer 
Niblack the maimed warship was sent to Palermo. 
Captain H. Sanders, ComDesRon 13, in Woolsey, 
assumed command of T ask Group 8 1 .6. 

Plunkett was not the only Luftwaffe victim at 
Anzio. A number of other ships were damaged and 
several were sunk, including H.M.S. Spartan, But 
losses were relatively light when balanced against the 
weight of air bombs, torpedoes, and glider bombs 
which the Nazi aircraft flung at Allied shipping in 
the first three weeks of "Shingle.” And it was at Anzio 
that a pair of DE’s nipped the glider bomb in the 
bud. 

DE’s Versus Glider Bombs ("Frau Mater" Squelches 
the Robots) 

Hatched in dark secrecy in the recesses of Nazi 
Germany, the glider bomb— it might have been more 
appropriately called a robot jet— was a dwarf descend- 
ant of the murderous "buzz bomb." It did not have 
the "buzz bomb’s” range, nor carry as big an explosive 
charge, but militarily it was far more dangerous, and 
its potentialities were appalling. 

The big '-buzz bomb” was a demolition weapon 
with enormous destructive power, but it was as sense- 
less as a berserk butcher. The glider bomb, on the 
other hand, could be aimed. In effect, it operated as 
a small “buzz bomb” having rocket propulsion and a 
sentient control-mechanism which answered the direc- 
tives of a radio signal. Launched by a high-level 
bomber, it could be guided by remote control, and 
sent into a meteor-like dive straight for the target. 
That this weapon possessed great propensities for 
slaughter was obvious to those who saw its introduc- 
tion at Salerno and its use against Convoy KMF-25A, 
Something had to be done to counter it. But what? 

Anti-aircraft guns were not the answer. Like comets 
the robots came rocketing down the sky, too fast for 
accurate AA fire, too small for snaring in a net of 


flak. At Salerno the only antidote seemed to be an 
aircraft counterattack on the high-level bombers 
which launched the glider bombs. Convoy KMF-25A, 
without air cover, had been compelled to sweat out 
the robot onslaught. 

It may be remembered there w'ere two DE’s in the 
task group which escorted that embattled convoy— 
destroyer-escorts Herbert C. Jones and Frederick C. 
Davis. In company with the other vessels in the 
screen, the two little ships did their share of sweating 
when the glider bombs skimmed into view. Origi- 
nally constructed as A/S vessels, destroyer-escorts were 
not as a type dedicated to anti-aircraft, much less anti- 
glider bomb, warfare. It appeared, however, that this 
pair was dedicated to that specific endeavor, for the 
Action Report of Frederick C. Davis, contains the 
following: 

On 21 January this vessel departed from Naples. . . . 
At tills time and for three months previously, this vessel 
together witli H. C. Jones had comprised Task Group 
80.2 whose mission was the investigation and develop- 
ment of countermeasures against radio-controlled bombs. 
As visualized in advance, therefore, the primary function 
of these vessels in Operation Shingle was the protection 
of shipping from this type of missile. 

When Davis (Lieutenant Commander R. C. Rob- 
bins, Jr., U.S.N.R.) first reported for duty with the 
Eighth Fleet, an interceptor unit (Y-team) was placed 
on board for service in connection with the investiga- 
tion of glider bombs. This team was composed of 
three Army men, enlisted men who were technicians 
in the radio field. Why radio technicians? Because the 
rocket glider-bomb was radio-controlled. Radio was 
the key to the robot’s performance, the “brain” which 
worked the steering mechanism and sent the bomb 
diving down on the target. And someone with quick 
perception had seen that this "brain” could also be 
an Achilles’ heel. 

For that which was guided by radio might also be 
misguided by radio— by jamming the air waves with 
broadcasts that would throw its radio-directed steer- 
ing gear out of true. 

Hence special intercepting and jamming equip- 
ment was rigged on board the F. C. Davis; the Y-team 
was prepared to scotcli the robot’s signals, if that were 
possible. 

A Y-team with similar gear was placed on board 
destroyer-escort H. C. Jones (Lieutenant Commander 
R. A. Soule, III, U.S.N.R.). Captain Sanders’ flagship, 
destroyer Woolsey (Commander H. R. Wier), also 
carried this type of apparatus. No one was certain 
that jamming would do the trick, but all hands in- 
volved in the effort were determined to make the try. 
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So “Shingle” found destroyer-escorts Frederick C. 
Davis and H. C. Jones stationed at the anchorage off 
Anzio beachhead. Day after day, raid after raid, they 
were there on duty with their peculiar equipment. 
Other ships flung up spectacular screens of AA fire. 
Davis and Jones were in there firing, too, but their 
most effective barrages were invisible. Whereas other 
warships were spraying the sky with TNT, these 
destroyer-escorts were spraying it with radio trans- 
missions. And while the TNT was bringing down 
Nazi aircraft, the radio broadcasts were bringing 
down glider bombs. 

WooLSEY participated in this special work, but her 
Y-team equipment was not as effective as that on 
board the DE’s. Jones and Davis fought the lion's 
share of the weird battle. They also starred as air 
raid wardens, detecting the Lujtwaffe’s approach and 
issuing warnings. Complimenting the Davis Y-team 
on its performance. Lieutenant Commander Robbins 
stated, . . it should be said that the work of one of 
these men was truly remarkable, with the result that, 
prior to the establishment of shore-based radar, Davis 
was much the best and most reliable source for early 
warnings against enemy aircraft attack.” 

But the master accomplishment of Davis and 
Jones at Anzio was the frustration of the glider 
bomb— as is indicated by excerpts from the battle 
reports of Task Group Commander Sanders: 

During the period 22 January-2 February, 1944, there 
were some 26 bombing attacks by the German Air Force. 
Radio-controlled bombs were dropped during four of 
these attacks. . . . The efficiency with which F. C. Davis 
and H. C. Jones jammed radio-controlled bombs is an 
outstanding achievement on the part of these vessels. 

During the period of this report (2-7 February, 12-14 
February, 1944) there were some thirteen bombing at- 
tacks in the Anzio area. . . . Radio-controlled bombs were 
noted in two of these attacks. No ships were hit. ... A 
feature of the glider bomb attacks was the effective de- 
flection of the bombs by jammers in F. C. Davis and 
H. C. Jones and to a lesser extent by Woolsey. On the 
last attack two glider bombs were seen to suddenly break 
ofi from their flight path and plunge into the sea. 

The above are samples. Between the lines one may 
discern some nerve-wracking drama: the tense mo- 
ment when the DE’s first tried the jamming gear— 
the cheering when a bomb was deflected— the sober 
faces of men who realized that a DE with her radio 
prattling could stand out like a sore thumb. What if 
those Nazi bombers got the idea these little ships were 
throwing a wrench in the robot machinery? 

One day when the Luftwaffe was in the sky, a 
radioman of the Davis Y-team overheard an enemy 
pilot call to a squadron mate, "Let’s all concentrate 


on Frau Maier.” A knowledge of everyday German 
sent the listener’s hair up. “Frau Maier” is slang for 
"old gossip.” The listening radioman had an idea 
that “old gossip” was the Frederick C. Davis. 

And no sooner had the intercepted message been 
reported to the bridge than four enemy planes peeled 
off and made for the DE. Thirteen bombs fell around 
her in a tight circle, ringing the ship with geysers. 
Davis rolled and shook. Not a bomb hit her, but fly- 
ing shrapnel left her with the only casualty she was to 
suffer during 142 days of “Shingle.” 

"Frau Maier"’ continued her gossiping. She was 
attacked by torpedo planes; she was dive-bombed; 
she was strafed. She was jolted by near-misses. She 
was given a close shave by practically every aircraft 
weapon except one— the glider bomb. Frederick C. 
("Frau Maier”) Davis simply talked the robot down. 

Excerpt from endorsement on F. C. Davis Action 
Report by Captain J. P. Clay, Commander Destroyers 
Eighth Fleet: 

After the Anzio landing, the F. C. Davis or H. C. Jones 
remained at the anchorage off the beachhead most of 
the time. Many enemy aircraft bombing and radio-con- 
trolled missile attacks were delivered on the convoys and 
beachhead anchorage while these destroyer-escorts were 
present. Their work in investigating frequencies and 
jamming the radio bombs has been outstanding. 

Then the punch line: 

As a result of the counteraction against the weapon, 
the Germans practically ceased using it in this area after 
February. 

Last Mile to Rome 

Raging at the Anzio beachhead, German General 
Kesselring managed to pin the Allied forces to the 
Anzio-Nettuno vicinity. Late in the winter huge 280 
mm. railroad guns were moved up by the Nazis to 
hold the line. Abetted by these Big Berthas, the Ger- 
man forces in the area dead-stalled the Anzio in- 
vaders. 

Finally, when winter melted into spring, the stale- 
mate was broken by mass Allied air raids which 
smashed up German communications lines as far 
north as Florence, and virtually obliterated Monte 
Cassino. Storming forward, the Fifth and Eighth 
Armies linked up near Anzio on May 25, 1944. 

The Allied armies marched into Rome on June 4. 
Fall of the first Axis capital shook the world. For the 
Allies, ultimate victory was now within sight. For 
Nazi Germany and Samurai Japan, defeat loomed on 
the horizon. As for Italy, Fascism was in its grave. 

American destroyers and destroyermen had played 
no small part in bringing about that dramatic victory. 
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Destroyers played an active part in the amazing amphibious in- landings xvith defensive and offensive gunfire, and protecting the 

vasion of Normandy, which included shore bombardment, clear- artificial harbors which were to handle the follow-up shipping, 

ing the xvay to the beaches, putting troops ashore, supporting the Here a DD bombards the French coast in Operation Neptune. 



Operation Mulberry: The amphibious assault :i<ns only a first 
step on the road to the lair of the Nazis. Iteforr rlllird power 
could roll, it was ncccssaiy to build up advanced bases. This 


jneture of massed shipping gives some idea of the urgency, mag- 
nitude, and vulnerability to air attach of the logistic support. 
DD's did a vital job in keeping the Allied war machine moving. 



U.S.S. Harding off the invasion coast. As the hulk in the back- 
ground testifies. Allied shipping was in constant danger from 
mines, shore batteries, and the Luftzuaffe during the assault on 


festung Europa. Four thousand ships had engaged in the Chan- 
nel crossing. Eight American destroyers were assigned to each 
major task force and 17 were with the reserve fire-support group. 



This monster Nazi gun emplacement is typical of the massive 
installations on the French coast overlooking the invasion 
beaches. Concrete walls IB feet thick protected four 10-inch guns. 



An oddity among the first prisoners transported to England 
from the front by naval forces were some Mongolians fighting 
for the Nazis in France. Most German captives were a surly lot. 



CHAPTER 27 

DESTROY ERS TO NORMANDY 

(FIRE SUPPORT FOR THE DRIVE ON FORTRESS EUROPE) 



Festung Europe, 1944 

The downfall of the first Axis capital filled Berlin with a horror 
matched only by the chill inspired by the news from the eastern 
front where the Russian steamroller was steadily advancing. 

Nazi generals and Nazi admirals saw the bastions of Fortress 
Europa crumbling in the south and collapsing in the east. They 
sa-^v the holes in the vaunted “Atlantic Wall” even as Hitler declared 
it impregnable. 

To shore up that wall against the Allied storm— a storm which 
had long been gathering forces in the British Isles— the Nazi generals 
rushed troops and guns from east to west. In so doing they weakened 


their Russian-assailed front. Recalling troops from 
Italy, they exposed the south of France to an Allied 
drive. For montlis American and British air forces 
had been chopping down the Luftwa0c, blasting Ger- 
man industrial centers, blowing up captive oil refiner- 
ies, hammering at Baltic and Channel ports. Austria, 
the Balkans, and the Fatherland itself were half in 
ruins. Where were the West Wall reinforcements to 
come from? 

To defend the threatened Channel approaches, tlie 
Nazi admirals dredged bottom for ships and men. 
During the winter of 1943-44 Admiral Doenitz had 
called in his U-boats for hasty Schnorkel fittings; had 
pulled the residual German Navy together to guard 
the French coast. But the Schnorkel subs were too 
late, the surface warships too few, to offer the Ameri- 
can and British fleets anything more than last-ditch 
resistance. 

The Channel ports were massively fortified, the 
beaches protected by dense minefields and miles of 
underwater snares, miles of redoubts, miles of pill- 
boxes and artfully emplaced guns. These coastal de- 
fenses were but the facade of another, a Germanic 
Maginot Line. The Germans themselves had proved 
the vulnerability of static land defenses. 


They could defend the beaclies for a time, perhaps. 
But they lacked the air and naval power to block 
amphibious invasion and prevent landings. They had 
lost the Battle of the Atlantic, and Eisenhower’s 
armies were mustered in England, practically on 
France’s threshold. 

Afterwards Doenitz blamed it all on Der Fuehrer. 
“Germany was never prepared for a naval war. . . 
Doenitz complained in rueful retrospect. “A realistic 
policy would have given us a thousand U-boats at 
the beginning.” 

Doenitz’s laments were seconded by Nazi Fleet 
Admiral Hermann Boehm, who wrote: "The German 
Navy knew quite well that a world war is in essence 
a sea war, and that no matter what great battles 
might occur on land, sea power is the deciding factor. 
Whether German statesmen and war leaders were 
equally clear about this, I somewhat doubt.” 

So Grand Admiral Doenitz, knowing a thousand 
submarines were necessary, could muster no more 
than a couple of squadrons in the spring of MHA to 
defend the coast of France. So Fleet Admiral Bochrn, 
aware that sea power was the deciding fuaot, could 
not gather together the ghost of a liigli fleet for 
the showdown. The U-boat Force Jiad l>'y;o y/hittlcd 
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to the skeleton by attrition and malnutrition; many 
of its Channel bases were untenable: Schnorkel was 
not in adequate supply. As for the High Seas Fleet, 
most of it was on the bottom of the North Sea, the 
Atlantic, and the Mediterranean. A few remnants 
were cowering in the Baltic; a few were in the fiords 
of Norway, trapped by a blockade which had held 
them prisoner for many months. 

Without anything like adequate naval support, the 
Nazi War Lords were compelled to rely almost wholly 
on infantry, artillery, and Panzer divisions, plus a 
smattering of the Luftwaffe, for defense of the threat- 
ened French coast. They were not as confident as the 
Master Mind in Berchtesgaden about the outcome. 
Their doubts were expressed by excited quarreling in 
Headquarters, by wrangles over strategy and policy, 
by angry recrimination, by a rash of inter-command 
jealousy and politicking and suspicion. 

There was no such atmosphere in the Allied camp. 

Channel Crossing (“Operation Neptune") 

At Casablanca the decision was made; at Quebec in 
August 1943 the Combined Chiefs of Staff presented 
the plan to Roosevelt and Churchill; at Teheran in 
November 1943 Stalin was informed. It was agreed 
that British and American armies would crash into 
France. The Red Army would cooperate by launch- 
ing a monster drive from the east. Nazi Germany 
would be crushed as in a giant vise. 

Since early 1943 troops in southwest England had 
been intensively training for an amphibious cam- 
paign. Simultaneously Army Air and the R.A.F. were 
pounding Germany and Nazi bases in occupied 
Europe, and, in 1944, the Channel coast of France 
and the Lowlands. This concentrated bombing of the 
Channel area gave the Germans a general idea of 
what was coming. Information from espionage agents 
and U-boats confirmed the suspicion. A huge Allied 
armada was massing in the British Isles, and an all- 
out cross-Channel drive was impending. 

But neither Nazi spies nor U-boats could inform 
the German High Command as to the invasion date 
or the point at which the battering-ram would strike. 

By deduction the German War Lords concluded 
the Allies would make their main landing effort in 
the Calais region on Dover Strait where the Channel 
jump was shortest, the beaches were best for amphib- 
ious work, and foothold would place the Allied 
armies relatively close to the German border. This 
conclusion was exactly the one Eisenhower wished 
the enemy to draw. Deliberately the Germans were en- 
couraged to rush reinforcements to the Calais sector; 
misleading maneuvers were made in that direction; 
Calais was all but openly named as the objective. 


Confident that the enemy was convinced concern- 
ing Calais, the Combined Chiefs marked the Norman 
coast for the landings. The shock troops would go 
ashore in a 50-mile sector located about midway be- 
tween Cherbourg and Deauville, with the western 
end of the sector lying on the Cotentin Peninsula. A 
push across this peninsula would isolate Cherbourg, 
and the inevitable fall of that important seaport 
would give the Allies a maritime door to Western 
Europe. For the immediate accommodation of inva- 
sion shipping, artificial harbors were to be installed 
on the captured coast as soon as the beachheads were 
secured. 

The target sector was divided into three sections. 
The beaches lying in the eastern section near Deau- 
ville were to be taken by British forces. The center, 
designated “Omaha Beach,” and the western section 
on the Cotentin Peninsula, designated “Utah Beach,” 
were to be seized by American forces. 

Under over-all command of General Eisenhower, 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force, the projected invasion of Europe— an offensive 
to be culminated by an assault on Nazi Germany— was 
given the code-name “Operation Overlord.” This text 
cannot attempt to detail the vast machinery and intri- 
cate workings of that gigantic triphibious plan nor 
can it do more than outline the labyrinthian complex 
of "Operation Neptune,” the Normandy effort in- 
volved in "Overlord.” 

Objective of “Neptune” was the capture and secur- 
ing of the fore-mentioned Normandy beaches by inva- 
sion troops totaling close to a million men. The opera- 
tion called for the transport and landing of this Al- 
lied host— a dual mission involving an enormous con- 
A'oy project and a stupendous amphibious program. 
Shipment of the Allied armies and their war gear oc- 
cupied hundreds of merchantmen and escorts. 
All manner of naval vessels were employed in the am- 
phibious program, which included clearing the way 
to the beaches, putting the troops ashore, covering 
and supporting the landings with defensive and of- 
fensive fire, and installing and protecting the artificial 
harbors which were to handle follow-up supply ship- 
ping. 

Each one of these “Neptune” tasks was a colossal 
undertaking. Notoriously treacherous, the Channel 
presented tricky problems in convoy navigation- 
problems composed of high winds, soupy fogs, and 
jumpy seas that could easily wreck a great ship-train. 
Off the Norman coast the naval forces in the van 
would have to pick their way through lethal fields of 
magnetic, contact, electrical, and other tricky mines. 
Sweeping inr they would come to shallows rigged with 
traps and obstacles— concrete pylons, sawtooth under- 
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water barricades of iron and steel. The landing forces 
would contend with miles of coast defenses, and tlie 
Na\ 7 ’s fire-support groups would be required to 
knock out pillboxes, casemated coast artiller)’, heavy 
Krupp guns concealed far inland, and rapidly shifting 
mobile batteries. To be constructed of sunken ships, 
floating steel caissons, and pontoon causeways, the 
great artificial harbors called ‘'Mulberries'' and tlie 
harbors for landing craft ("Gooseberries") had to be 
towed in tlirough tumbling surf and shoal water, and 
set up with circus-lot celerity. All this in the face of 
enemy opposition— possible U-boats in the Channel, 
Lxijhvaffe overhead. 

Altogether more than four thousand ships were 
assembled for "Operation Neptune." Allied Naval 
Commander-in-Chief Expeditionary Force was Ad- 
miral Sir Bertram H. Ramsay, R.N. The huge armada 
contained five task forces— tlircc British, under Rear 
Admiral Sir Philip L. Vian, R.N., and two American, 
under Rear .-Idmiral A. G. Kirk. Because the landings 
were to be on open beaches, D-Day was set for late 
^^ay or early June when demolition teams and assault 
forces could take advantage of low springtides and 
an e.xpcctcd stretch of fair weather. 

An ungodly wcatlicr-turn delayed "Overlord" just 
as the operation was started on June 5. h sudden gale, 
an abrupt turnback, and a 21-hour postponement 
failed to disorganize "Neptune," in spile of the fact 
that its immense macliinery had been set in motion. 
On June G "Overlord” was again thrown into gear, 
and the "Neptune" invasion fleets tverc under way. 

The "Neptune" forces soriicd from widely sepa- 
rated bases in the United Kingdom and converged on 
an assembly area below the Isle of l\h'glu. Down from 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, came the heavy warships 
of tlic Fire Support Group. American transports and 
escorts steamed from harbors on the southwest coast 
of Britain. From the Thames Estuary, Southhampton, 
and other southeast ports of Britain came the British 
forces. 

Through an intricate system of sclicduling, the 
various forces and task groups of tin’s huge armada 
made rendcz.vous in the Clianncl assembly area, and 
then headed for Normandy in predetermined forma- 
tion. 

Ahead went the minesweepers and special demoli- 
tion teams to clear the paths to the beaches and blaze 
the way with lighted dan buoys. Four paratroop and 
glider-borne infantry divisions swept in with the van- 
guard to strike behind the foreshore, seize loeal air- 
fields, and sever inland supply roads. Then came the 
light attack vessels and herds of landing craft bearing 
the assault forces— groups which would move in to a 
Line of Departure some 3,000 yards offshore. Next 


came troopships and supply vessels— convoys bound 
for Transport Areas some 12 to 14 miles off the target 
beaches. With these troop and cargo carriers tvere the 
combat ships of the Fire-Support Group— men-of-war 
which would take station in Fire-Support Areas flank- 
ing the Transport Areas. These ^vere followed by 
troopships bearing reserves, by heavy cargo transports, 
by hospital ships, by the innumerable auxiliaries and 
escorts attendant upon such convoys. 

Well off die Norman coast the invasion armada 
split three ways, British and Canadian forces heading 
for the easuv.ard beaches, American Task Force "O" 
heading for "Omaha Beach," American Task Force 
"U” heading for "Utah Beach.” 

Task Force "O" was commanded by Rear Admiral 
J. L. Hall. Rear Admiral D. P. ("Don”) Moon 
commanded Task Force "U.” Bodi forces composed 
the Western Task Force, under Rear Admiral Kirk. 
Task Force "O” w.as given fire-support by a fire- 
support group under command of Rear Admiral 
C. F. Bryant. This group included battleships Texas 
(flagship) and Arkansas, light cruisers GtASCotv, 
Montc.\lm, and George Leygues, eight American 
destroyers, and three British destroyers. Task Force 
"U" was given fire-support by the fire-support group 
under command of Rear Admiral M. L. Deyo. This 
group consisted of the old bnttlcwagon Nevada, 
British monitor Erebus, hea \7 cruisers Tuscaloosa 
(flagship), C)uiNcv, and Haiykins, ttvo British light 
cruisers, Dutch gunboat Soemba, and eight Ameri- 
can destroyers. A reserve fire-support group was com- 
posed of Admiral Kirk's fi.agship Augusta, British 
light cruiser Bellona, and 17 American destroyers. 

The American destroyers whicli seia’cd in the "O," 
"U," and reserve fire-support groups are listed on tlie 
following page. Also listed are the American DE’s in 
the Western Task Force. Destroyer operations were so 
interwoven through the "Neptune” tapestry that a 
panoramic picture of the Normandy landings may be 
acquired from the Action Reports of the destroyers 
and DE’s involved. 

June 6, 1944. That was the morning of D-Day, the 
morning of the landings Hitler had sworn would be 
repelled in "exactly nine hours" Sighting that dark 
and sombre coastline, die American destroyermen in 
“Neptune’s" vanguard were not at all sure Der 
Fueller’s boast would prove idle. But destroyermen 
would not forget Adminal Kirk’s emphatic pre-batde 
statement: 

I AWAIT WITH CONFIDENCE THE FURTHER 
PROOF IN THIS THE GREATEST BATTLE OF 
THEM ALL THAT AMERICAN SAILORS AND SEA- 
MEN ARE FIGHTING MEN SECOND TO NONE 
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u. s. destroyers in 



FIRE-SUPPORT 

GROUP 

“0” 


DESRON 18 


Frankford 

Lt. Comdr. J. L. Semmes 

Baldwin 

Lt. Comdr. E. S. Powell, Jr. 


Flying the pennant of 


Flyiiig the pennant of 

Capt. Harry Sanders, comdesron 18 

Comdr. W. J. Marshall, comdesdiv 36 

Carmick 

Comdr. R. 0. Beer 

Harding 

Comdr. G. G. Palmer 

Doyle 

Comdr. J. G. Marshall 

Satterlee 

Lt. Comdr. R. IK. Leach 

McCook 

Lt. Comdr. R. L. Ramey 

Thompson 

Lt. Comdr. A. L. Gebelin 


U. S. DESTROYERS IN 



FIRE-SUPPORT 

GROUP 

"U” 


DESDIV 34 


DESDIV 20 

Butler 

Comdr. M. D. Matthews 

Hobson 

Lt. Comdr. K. Loveland 


Flywg the pennant of 


Flying the pennant of 

Comdr. W. L. Benson, comdesdiv 34 

Comdr. L. IK. Nilon, comdesdiv 20 

Gherardi 

Comdr. N. R. Curtin 

Forrest 

Comdr. K. P. Letts 

Herndon 

Comdr. G. A. Moore 

Fitch 

Comdr. K. C. Walpole- 

Shubrick 

Lt. Comdr. IF. Blenman 

CORRY 

Lt. Comdr. G. D. Hoffman 


u. s. destroyers in 



RESERVE FIRE-SUPPORT GROUP 


DESDIV 119 


DESDIV 33 

Barton 

Comdr. /. IF. Callahan 

Jeffers 

Lt. Com. H. Q. Murray 


Flying the pennant of 


Flying the pennant of 

Capt. 

W. L. Freseman, comdesron GO 

Capt.. A. C. Murdaugh, comdesron 17 

Walke 

Comdr. /. C. Zahm 

Nelson 

Lt. Comdr. T. D. McGrath 

Laffey 

Comdr. F. J. Becton 

Murphy 

Comdr. R. A. Wolverton 

O’Brien 

Comdr. W. W. Outerbridge 

Glennon 

Comdr. C. A, Johnson 

Meredith 

Comdr. G. Knuepfer 

Plunkett 

Comdr. IK. Outerson 


DESDIV 19 


DESDIV 18 

Ellyson 

Comdr. E. W. Longton 

Somers 

Comdr. IK. C. Hughes, Jr. 


Flying the pennant of 



Capt. A. F. Converse, comdesron 10 


Also Acting comdesdiv 18 

Hambleton 

Comdr. H. A. Renken 

Davis 

Comdr. IK. A. Dunn 

Rodman 

Comdr. J. F. Foley 



Emmons 

Comdr E. B. Billingsley 

Jouett 

Comdr. J. C. Parham, Jr. 


V . s. destroyer-escorts in 



WESTERN TASK FORCE 

Amesbury 

Lt. Comdr. A. B. Wilbor, U.S.N.R. 

Maloy 

Lt. Comdr. F. D. Kellogg, U.S.N.R. 


Flying the pennant of 

Bates Lt. Comdr. H. A. Wilmerding, Jr., U.S.N.R- 

Comdr. 

A. B. Adams, Jr., comcortdiv 19 

Rich 

Lt. Comdr. E. A. Michel, 

Borum 

Lt. Comdr. J. K. Davis, U.S.N.R. 

. A , 

Blessman 

Lt. Comdr. J. A. Gillis, U.S.N.R‘ 
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And there ahead' was Normandy. The clock was 
ticking toward H-Hour. With tlie vanguard at "Utah 
Beach,” destroyers Hobson, Fitch, and Corry moved 
in. 

Action of Hobson, Fitch, and Corry 

They were DD’s of Commander L. W. Nilon's Des- 
Div 20— flagship Hobson (Lieutenant Commander K. 
Loveland); Fitch (Commander K. C. Walpole); and 
Corry (Lieutenant Commander G. D. Hoffman). A 
companion- destroyer, Forrest, did not accompany 
them. Assigned as Fire-Support Unit 3 in Task Force 
“U," the trio sortied from Tor Bay, England, about 
noon on June 5. 

They found the Channel baring its white teeth to 
the whip of ill-tempered weather, but they plodded 
stubbornly through the chop to take up screening 
positions with a convoy bound for the Cotentin Pen- 
insula. Despite the ugly weather and surly seas they 
made the crossing on schedule. 

About midnight the destroyer lookouts sighted the 
spatter of anti-aircraft fire against the sky, and the 
flush and flutter of bomb explosions. The Allied 
planes which had passed overhead like flocks of 
migrant geese were now on target. For miles the sky- 
line was festooned with twinkling aerial bursts, bril- 
liant spokes and sprays, and vivid gusts tliat shuttled 
like rapid passages of sheet-lightning. Gun flashes lit 
the lower darkness, and here and there the night was 
burned through by a steady blaze. 

Presently you could hear the rumble, an insistent 
monotone grumbling that seemed to vibrate in the 
air— as though some giant train were trundling across 
an invisible trestle, distant in the night. Snatches of 
buzz-saw droning drifted from the sky where unseen 
aircraft squadrons were going over. A thousand 
smokes were going up, a thousand thunders shaking 
the air. Inside and around, fast boats, barges, all de- 
scription of craft chugged and circled and maneu- 
vered— dim, half-seen silhouettes, trailing foamy 
wakes. On the tide flares floated, illumining the cur- 
rent, and lights winked. And there was smell of the 
land, and of smoke, and of burnt powder. 

This was “Utah Beach.” The destination of Force 
"U,” it was considered tlie easiest of the Normandy 
landing objectives. And certainly it was easier than 
"Omaha Beach” in the center and the British strip to 
the east. The British and Canadian amphibious 
teams had to fight their way in through rocky, surf- 
battered shallows. "Omaha Beach” was dominated by 
steep bluffs which gave enemy guns every chance to 
rake the flat, shingly foreshore. In contrast, “Utah’s” 
was a terrain of low ground which could be swept by 
rocket and artillery fire and flailed by creeping bar- 


rages of naval salvos. Moreover, the enemy here was 
least prepared to meet attack. 

The “miners” were sweeping in when DesDiv 20 
reached the Transport Area. Enemy mines were im- 
bedded in the waters of this littoral like raisins in a 
cake. Here the ships had to walk with the caution of 
cats on eggs. So while “Utah” was easy (the term is 
an admitted euphemism) for the Army, for the Navy 
this Cotentin beach was a thorn patch. 

U.S.S. Hobson, Fitch, and Corry reached the 
Transport Area at 0110 in the morning of June 6. 
There they lay to for three hours while the mine- 
sweeping of the Transport Area was completed. 

At 0410 the three DD’s maneuvered into the boat 
lane to lead the first boat wave in to the offshore Line 
of Departure. This shoreward procession moved at 
slow speed, “walking softly to go far.” Evidently be- 
cause of low visibility and unpreparedness, the Ger- 
mans had not yet sighted the advancing ships. 

At 0530 the trio of lead destroyers turned away 
from the boat lane and headed for their assigned fire- 
support stations, which were located some 4,000 yards 
off “Utah Beach” at a point about two miles from the 
St. Marcouf Islands. Just as they were clearing the 
boat lane, Fitch and Corry were fired upon by shore 
batteries. Sudden flashings— muffled thunder— the 
drilling whine of big projectiles— the crash and surge 
of near misses founting around the ships. The world 
was lurid and noisy with the din of battle. 

At once Fitch and Corry answered the challenge. 
Noting the location of the flashes, the two destroyers 
replied in unison, firing what were probably the first 
defensive naval shots of “Operation Neptune.” Appar- 
ently the destroyer gunners found the target, for at 
0550 the offending batteries went silent. 

Meantime, flag destroyer Hobson had opened up 
on scheduled targets. Fitch followed suit at 0550, and 
Corry entered the bombardment program at 0600. 

At this hour the "Neptune” battering-ram struck 
full force against die entire Normandy sector. As 
dawn dispelled the darkness, dozens of combat ships 
unleashed a barrage that shook the French coast 
from the Cotentin shore to Deauville. Flight after 
flight of Allied aircraft stormed across the sky to join 
in the bombardment. At “Utah Beach” the Allied 
bombers and Force “U” warships delivered a steel 
hurricane that seemed to blow the shoreline loose. 
Mountains of smoke surged up from the peninsula. 
Landfalls appeared to dissolve into smudge. Dunes 
heaved and flattened and were whisked away in cy- 
clonic gusts. 

Yet here and there in the heart of that inferno 
German gun crews sweated; officers shouted; cannon 
spat and recoiled and returned to battery, spilling 
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Iiclplcss parnlysis. .SIic vns saggirij:; amid^hip'i, siiildn;;. 
The word luid been given to ahaiulon. Hclow derh^ 
the inrushing water hooinrd; tlicrc wa< a tlin of 
crunching metal, a screcclt of hreahage, a great hii'i- 
ing of live steam. And in tlie forward fircioom a 
Water Tender was trapped tinder tlie grating of the 
tipper level— a dim figtitc swimming in a switl of 
water and fticl oil. 

Lientenant (jg) |ohn O. Parrott. Damage Control 
Officer and Fiist Lieutenant, au'wercil the man's out- 
cry. Clawing his way thioiigh a hatch, he svent down 
into the jungle of the fircioom. In that caseritotis 
coin|)artmcnt, its drch-plates tilted at a cta/y angle, its 
darkness a-whistle with sralding steam. Lieutenant 
Pariott forced his tvay tinder the grating artd ptdlctl 
the oil smeared ^\’alcr 'render to safety, N’avy Cross 
for Lieutenant Pariott. 

For those who escaped the ftocxlcd dcstioser. the 
ordeal svas only htginning. .•\s she settled slowly, her 
.stacks leaned together, her how and fantail m.adc the 
"V" of a folding jackknife, and the Nazi giinnets con- 
tinued a wicked fire that maimed survivors in the 
water, and slashed at the broken .ship. A hit rtiftttired 
the smoke screen generator on Coanv's fantail. releas- 
ing a tot rent of I'.S vapor that swirletl out oser the 
flot.sam, hlintling and choking the swimmers and boat 
crcw.s. zXrtothcr sftcll struck one of the -'0 mm. gun 
tubs, exploding the projectiles that were at ready 
stowage. 

In the midst of carnage, Courv'.s surviiors hung on. 
fighting through blood and oil and debris. One raft 
svas carried in a complete circle around the drosvned 
ship. As the .snrvis'ors passed between svrcck and 
shore, a near-miss from a German salvo lashed them 
svith shrapnel, creating fresh casualties. Water tem- 
perature svas .'j-l°F., and .scscral men died of exposure. 
Rut in spite of shellfire, toxic fog, adverse currents, 
and bitter immersion, most of Coimv'.s complement 
remained alive. 

Ordered by Admiral Deyo to pick up CoRrvS''s sur- 
vivors, destroyer Fitch made a fast run to the scene. 
By 0729 she had her first haul of survivors on hoard. 
She spent the ensuing hour and a half pulling men 
from the sea and lambasting the Nazi artillcc)' on the 
beach. 

Then Hobson moved in to assist. She had been cov- 
ering the landings in her n.ssigncd area, blasting 
scheduled targets and bombarding the flank of a 
beach where troops were storming ashore. Now, 
steaming to the aid of Corrv’s crew, Honso.v con- 
tinued the bombardment on one hand while con- 
ducting rescue work on the other. As Lieutenant 
Commander Hoffman noted in CoRuy’s Action Re- 
port; 


'Hie Fnen and Honsov entered the survivor area sviih 
all guru firing at the shore haticfics on one side of their 
rcsficctivc sfu'})-., while lowering boats and cargo nets on 
their odicr tides. 

After saving her share of lives, Hobson returned to 
her hornh.ardmcnt .station to resume gun-svork on a 
srhednied target, strong [Mint .and roar! block, ^^ea^- 
svhile, the destroyer Iltni.rn (Commander M. D. 
.Matthews) had joined ITir.ii in rc-ctic operations, and 
P T 199 h.id run in to help. .At Hobson was re- 
lies ed on st.atinn by Htm.ir,, at svhicli time the Dcs- 
Div 20 fkigsfiip svas ordered to t.nkc over Corrv'.s firc- 
siipjyzrt mission. 

By 0900 the hist of Co?.rv'.s survivors sverc picked 
up. .As they left the scene of battle. Hobson came 
steaming doivn the line to serve as replacement. Be- 
hind ihrm, L'.S,S. Co'-.bv svas on the bottom at six 
Fathoms. .She svas dosvn, luit not set mulcr. Her mast, 
her rlirertor, the top of her bridge, and her tilted 
prosv remained visible. 

Lost svith OiBp.v sverc 21 men am! an ofTsccr. Sfost 
of her suivisors~2fi0 officers and men, including S3 
svotindcd-sverc placed on hoars! the transport Bar- 
NJ iT which sailed for Portland. Fngland, at ISOO that 
afternoon. Ftrcit and Hobsssn accompanied the Bar- 
Ni rr ronvoy on the svest-hound passage. 

In the vanguard of the Normandy invasion, those 
three had been the sjvearpoints on '‘Neptune's’* 
trident. Thev had gom;ed a hole in Hitler’s “Atlantic 
Wall." 

PfstTO'ifTS to "Ornr.hn llrarh" 

For the amphihs the “Omaha" landings sverc a hell 
of fire and svater. That svas the place svhere, as Field 
Marshal Montgomery phrased it, "(he American 
troops field on by their eyelashes." 

The main assault point, it svas a terrible beach. In 
the shallosvs the Nazis had planted a maze of tetra- 
hedrons and licdgchogs interlaced svith barbed svirc 
and set svith cunning traps. Fighting in through tins 
horror of obstacles, the Navv's Unclcns’atcr Demoli- 
tion Teams lost nc.arly half their men through mine 
explosions and vicious fusillades from tltc shore. 
LCDs and LCT’s, advancing along dangerously nar- 
rosv lanes, svere bounced and shaken by combers as 
svcll as projectiles. z\nd by D-Day, H-Hour, the Ger- 
man defenders sverc thoroughly aroused, and die 
shock troops and Rangers of die First z\rmy, strug- 
gling shoresvard, sverc met by a tornado barrage from 
the Nazi guns. 

Battleships ^Arkansas and Texas and companion 
ss'arships of die Force “O" Fire-Support Group 
slugged the enemy’s gun positions svidi a duinderous 
bombardment. Some of die casemated shore batteries 
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ciicd, but she was another ship dnu-nccl hy mine war* 
fare. 

liecause tiie tidal cmrents in the "IJiair* aiea 
flowed parallel to the coastline of the C'.otrntitt I’cn- 
insula, mities dropped near the .St. Mattottf Islands 
on the northwest holder of the "Iftah" aira mit;ht 
drift in a fesv hours to the "Dinaha" tc;;ion. On the 
reverse curictit, mines dtof)j)r<l in tfir ’’Otnalta" hr- 
cality mij’lit drift across the "Utah" ft out to the .St. 
iNfarcoufs. It was in the vicinity of these islands that 
the Nari mines tool; their fieavirst toll. 

During the fust nine houis of the nioining of June 
8, United .States dcstiojers .Miiiinttii and (lit. ‘. no*; 
and destroscrcscort Iln.it ssetr sunl, hy niiu'-i ol! 
"Utah Jlcach." 

Loss of U.S.S. iMered/f/i 

At about 0110 in the moinint; of June .S thr de- 
stroyer Mint HI I It, serving svith the I’oice "U" I'iic 
.Support Group, atiised in her aoigtird s<rrrnin;; 
area near the ctuiser 'rtfst:.\t oo-. \ off "Utah llraili." 
These ships were units of a lasl. gioup S’dU.ing in 
the nortliwest svaters of "Utah." .Mr et I'lrii's sl ipper. 
Commander George Knuepfer, set the destroyer on 
course for a vigorous patrol, sdccning to the north- 
ward of numerous hcas-y ships on locale. 

The dark was lively with spray and choppy s-.'atcr. 
A fresh htceve blowing under low, wet clouds orca- 
.sionally utuavcllcd them to reveal a pallid moon. 
Patrolling in the area were a half clo.'cn .Mlird DD’s 
and several DP’s. They were keeping a sharp lookout 
for, among other things, a new German secret wcajron. 

For weeks German scientists and technicians had 
been workittg with frantic speed to produce a secret 
weapon in time to meet the Allied itrvasiott. Guided 
missilcsl The first of these new Hying bombs made 
their uncanny appearance during the Normandy 
landings. Tipped off on their prodnciion, the .-Mlics 
had been looking for them. Now, early in that morn- 
ing of June 8, several were sighted hy the American 
destroyer Jr.iTrus (Lieittcnant Commander II. Q. 
Murray), flagship of Captain A. C. Murdaugh, Com- 
DesRon 17. Ji;iTi:ns was in the northwest "Utah" 
patrol area, and steaming about a mile distant from 
Mcreditii. 

Although Mi:Ri:DiTit’.s lookouts did not sight any 
guided missiles, about five minutes after the ship 
commenced screening operations, a covey of planes 
droned into view. Some of the heas 7 warships and 
their screening units opened fire on the aircraft. 
Meredith held her fire because she could not pick up 
a target which was definitely identifiable as an enemy. 

That the planes were German "miners” was almost 
a certainty. The Nazi airmen had taken to die mis- 


sion with enthusiasm, making It a practice to drop 
tlicir magnetic and contact sjitr imein after dark. And 
it Was a good night for siith an endeavor. With the 
tlotk no later than 01:72, Miiamiii struck a mine. 

Ifraring the thunder, Ji m cs’ crew tfrought .Mriu:- 
mill hail been hit by a guided missile. .She was jiroh- 
aldy blasted by a mine of the submerged contact 
type. lAfrr[j|s from tfic .Action Report .suimiiticd by 
!icr Commanding Offurr give interesting details of 
the fatal ejiiunlc: 

vi'.!'-ii! rxp!<ii,'o.-i siifvok the 5!ii[i, appe.ircil to lift 
Iiff iiji and difiit-.' li-r fn;-.. aid. fin:;'' g'-yirr of vv.atcr 
dfrin.’ir,! i.'je rmitr furv-atd part of ifie sfiip ant! falling 
d-tiri: rainri! i)p-)>! i!;r op'-fi brii.';;'- area. 'I'lir pc.oo.-inrl 
<i;i th»- bfid.'.c v.r-r ilitov. n to tJic deck and agaimt tlie 
li-f---. Ilf tfsr op-n findgr, 'Jiirrc v«ai a tot.tl afneiuc of 
anv l!i-.!i. tni'iVr, n: fij::!-- from tfiii exploiion. .\< tfic 
if’iin! of v.atrf t-ttli-d, onlv •■tram nidiing from tlie after 
ttari. a;rj na) rw.frnt. and tfiis tnfoiifrd rapidiy. 

Tb.r i-'vpt'i-.i-in app-arrd to l-.avc ontirrcd tfrep tfo-.m 
in tfic -.flip on til'- pott lidi- amid-.fiijM. It vented iiicif 
iipv.atd and onti.ati! on tlf main lirs'k am! sJiip’s side 
over tfir after firrmom. .\tl pov.cf am! ligliting v.-erc 
J i-.t immrdiairiy; tfir ifiip itojip-'d i!rad in the voter, 
tntniti,- vlov.ly to vtatfmird; a!l fommimiratiotiv vorc 
!<)!' V. i:)i tfi-- em-inrrring sjutes and t!:c after part of 
tfir -.flip. . , . 

.At afiout 0,’.,'n dir vfiip appe.’.rci! to settle (!ceprr in 
tfii- v.atrf. tfir Jiv! imrr.it-il i.o IL’“ and t!tr st.ufioari! side 
of tfir main drik vv,iit avvavfi. .All fiands vi.crc otifcrct! to 
tfic main cirri, to stand liy tlic life floats am! nets. At 
afi itit O'J'.O. after fiaving rcfcivcil a rnniplete report of 
tfir d.vnt.tee snst.iinrd am! rcjKirts of injured. I decided 
to ir.inifrr all jirrs.onnrl to ncardiy sfiips for their own 
safety. 'I'lie sfiip was dtifting towards tfic enemy sfiorc. 
ami vsiifi tile im reaver! settling in the water tfiis .ap 
{•eared to lie the liest decision. 'I’tic major riamage was 
Connnrr! to tfic are.a ot ftec flooding in tfic toras-au! 
enginc toom. .after firercsom. .am! after cnginc-rooni. 
Tlicsc arc.is li.atl a ga{iing lude Ha feet wide on the {lort 
sitle, njien to tlie sr.i. . . . 'Mic sfiip fi.arl rc.achcd a posi- 
tion of static liai.aiicc and woiilr! rcm.ain in this condition 
if tlie luige Inilktie.aiis on citficr side of these spaces 
vvisnltl lioid. ... In my ojiinion tfic sliijs could he saved 
liy salvage operations and the salvage ccpiipmcnt avail- 
able in the nic.a. Tlicrcforc decirlcd to cvacu.atc all per- 
sonnel to near-by shijis and to [slacc my key ofTiccrs and 
men .ant! myself alioard one of the ships .and to rcttim 
aboard the MrRrnmi at dawn, or prior to that time if 
the salvage ui.gs arrived sooner. 

When the mine struck. Chief M.achinist's ^^ate 
Br.ady L. Bry.au w.as in ch.argc of the w.atch in Mere- 
dith's after engine-room. Bryan and the men about 
him were hurled off their feet and the cnginc-rooni 
went into complete darknc.ss. 

Then all hell broke loose. Before a man could get 
his bearings he was struck in tJic face by a steel bar, 
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At 1010 in the morning, without preliminary 
warning, the Meredith broke in two amidships, and 
went down with a plunge. The Bannock cut her lines 
to clear the side, and stood off to recover survivors. 
All hands of the security watch jumped or lowered 
tliemselves from the sinking ship, and were rescued. 

Lost with Meredith at the time she was mined 
were two officers and 33 men. Due to efficient emer- 
gency measures and the courageous action of Chief 
Machinist’s Mate Bryan and others, 322 officers and 
men, including 26 wounded, survived the disaster. 

Meredith was the third ship to carry that name on 
the Navy's roster— and the second Meredith to be 
sunk during World War II. 

Loss of U.S.S. Glennon 

While Meredith was drifting in mortal disable- 
ment off Cape Barfleur, a second American destroyer 
was blasted by a mine in the "Utah” area. The de- 
stroyer was the U.S.S, Glennon (Commander C. A. 
Johnson). 

Disaster smote Glennon off Quineville, a clutter 
of cottages and fishing smacks on the Cotentin coast 
about ten miles below Barfleur. For with the coming 
of the Nazi hordes the Normandy village had been 
ruthlessly transformed into a Nazi strongpoint. 
Barbed wire fenced the beaches, and, from the dunes 
overlooking them, caseraated guns poked their ugly 
snouts from the embrasures of concrete pillboxes. 

On the morning of June 7 a naval barrage was 
erasing some of this as American troops closed in on 
pillboxes and guns. And among these American 
troops were shore fire-control parties spotting targets 
for Navy attention. Offshore a trio of American de- 
stroyers were steadily shelling the designated targets. 

Engaged in this bombardment were destroyers But- 
ler (Commander M. D. Matthews), Flagship of Com- 
mander W. L. Benson, ComDesDiv 34; Jeffers (Lieu- 
tenant Commander H. Q. Murray), flying the pen- 
nant of Captain Murdaugh, ComDesDiv 17; and 
Glennon. The Glennon had arrived on station at 
sunrise, ordered to furnish close fire-support for 
troops advancing from the eastward. After hurling 
200 rounds at the day's first target, the Glennon 
gunners were pleased to hear that they had found 
the bull’s-eye; the target was demolished. 

Next they bombarded a 6-gun 155 mm. battery 
which had previously straddled the Butler. They 
could not see the target, but they treated the heavy 
battery to 100 fast rounds. In this shooting match 
Glennon was unable to knock out the battery with 
her 5-inch 38 guns, but the enemy's answering salvos 
came no closer than 500 yards, and the duel was a 
draw. After stepping in to relieve Glennon, destroyer 


Jeffers withdrew when a near miss ripped her with 
fragments and wounded five men. 

Late in the afternoon of that day Glennon re- 
ceived another target designation. A Nazi force esti- 
mated at two divisions was counterattacking in the 
Quineville vicinity. Glennon was to block the ad- 
vance at one point with a defensive barrage. Her fire 
had to be closely controlled, or she would hit Ameri- 
can troops on the beach. The destroyer gunners met 
the marksmanship requisite by lobbing 200 rounds 
on the exact location ordered. Elatedly, the fire-con- 
trol spotter reported the enemy in full retreat. 

At 2300 that evening Glennon was directed to join 
^the screen for the heavy ships farther offshore. This 
was quiet duty until about 0230 in the morning of 
June 8, when aircraft buzzed over the immediate area. 
Because no planes ivere positively identified as hostile, 
Glennon held her fire. The aircraft disclosed them- 
selves as enemy by dropping a few bombs. One landed 
about 50 yards off the Glennon's port bow, spraying 
her tvith salt water and fragments. No damage. 

Thus far Glennon’s activity at "Utah” was more 
or less typical of DD operations in the Battle for the 
Beachheads. Daylight bombardment missions; screen- 
ing duty at night. She had fired at coastal batteries 
and military installations; had covered the landings, 
and supported the troops skirmishing ashore; had 
come under enemy fire in return. And she had ex- 
perienced a brush with Nazi aircraft. 

But the hour of ordeal was now upon her, and 
the blow was unexpected. Time: 0802. She was steam- 
ing at one-third speed, maintaining position in a 
swept channel two miles west of the Area Screen. She 
was under the guns of Nazi shore batteries at Quine- 
ville, but for the moment they were not bothering 
her. Her lookouts were maintaining vigilant watch; 
her degaussing coils were set. Time: 0803. ExplosionI 
As described in Commander Johnson’s Action Re- 
port: 

The effect was violent throughout the ship. All power 
was lost due to the tripping of circuit breakers, but re- 
gained in about three minutes. The force of the ex- 
plosion had been of such magnitude as to throw two 
men, who were standing on the fantail, 40 feet in the 
air, landing them in the water. One of these men was 
later recovered with both legs broken and possible in- 
ternal injuries. A 600-pound depth charge was torn from 
the stern racks and thrown 50 feet, landing on the tor- 
pedo platform abreast No. 3 S-inch gun-mount. A 150- 
pound cement dan buoy anchor was thrown 125 feet 
from the fantail to the port 20 mm. gun nest, torpedo 
platform. Water rose to a height of 25 feet about equally 
on the port and starboard quarters. 

General Quarters was sounded. A boat was lowered 
to pick up 16 men who had been thrown into the water. 
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Repair parties assembled for rescue and salvage work. 
After an immediate report of damage, word was passed 
over the loudspeaker circuit: “The ship will not sink, 
all hands remain on board, repair parties proceed with 
rescue and salvage work.” . . . Use of engines was not 
attempted because such action would have been useless, 
causing further damage to plant. An anchor was not 
dropped because set of current was favorable. 

Immediately following the explosion there was the 
usual aftermath of pandemonium— the topside rush 
from flooded compartments, the oil-smeared, blood- 
smeared, staggering procession of men who were 
dazed, men who were sick, men dragging broken 
limbs. 

At the moment of the blast Frank A. Spiller, Cox- 
wain, was asleep in his bunk. The explosion flung 
him headlong tlirough a jagged fissure in the over- 
head. He fell back through Uie break and landed 
sprawling in a black dungeon crammed with scram- 
bled junk, a-swirl in a tide of ink. 

With the coming of comprehension— an awareness 
of sounds, smells, pain and danger— Spillcr’s first re- 
action was probably tlte normal impulse for self- 
preservation. But there were men around him, 
wounded, crjing in the dark. The Coxwain pulled 
himself upright; forgot tlie pain of sprain and lacera- 
tion; plunged about in the ink and froth, hunting 
his shipmates. 

"Although wounded," says the officially worded 
record, “with great presence of mind he aided three 
other wounded men out of the rapidly sinking stern 
section, through the break, onto the deck of the for- 
ward section, thereby saving their lives." Coxwain 
Frank A. Spiller was recommended for the Navy 
Cross. 

Commander Johnson and all able hands pitched 
in to save their disabled ship. About 0830 mine- 
sweepers Staff and Threat came up to assist. A tow 
line was passed to Staff; Threat maneuvered ahead 
to sweep a path, and Glennon prepared for a haul 
to the Transport Area. 

While the tow was being rigged, the destroyer- 
escort Rich approached from eastward, to inquire if 
assistarfee were needed. The reply was sent immedi- 
ately, 

negative X cn.EAR AREA CAUTIOUSLY DUE MINES 

The DE circled astern of Glennon, and headed 
away at five knots. 

Meantime, the destroyer’s disablement was noted 
hy Nazi binoculars, and just as Rich turned away a 
Quineville battery opened fire, A thumping 4-gun 
salvo smote the water some 200 yards from the Glen- 
non’s stem. Commander Johnson immediately spoke 


Admiral Deyo’s flagship by TBS, requesting a cover- 
ing fire. The Germans added urgency to the radio- 
telephone call by straddling Glennon in range with 
a salvo that whacked the sea a scant 150 yards astern. 
Then Deyo’s cruisers opened up with some salvos of 
their own, and the shore battery went silent. As the 
gun-thunder ebbed away, there was a deafening ex- 
plosion from the Rich, at that time about 1,500 yards 
from the Glennon. The DE had struck a minel 

Glennon’s bridge personnel saw the smaller ship 
break in two as though the hull were made of wet 
clay. A moment later there was a second detonation. 
The DE’s bow section presently disappeared. As a 
minesweeper and numerous small craft were near 
the Rich, there was no need for the disabled destroyer 
to offer assistance. She herself was in much distress, 
for her whole stern was down at a 30 degree angle, 
her shattered after section had settled to the bottom, 
the starboard propeller was apparently anchored 
fast, and Staff was unable to budge her. 

Commander Johnson appealed for a salvage tug. 
While waiting, Glennon’s crew made a strenuous at- 
tempt to lighten the ship’s stern and shift weight to 
the bow. Salvage tug Kjowa came alongside about 
1 100. She had negotiated a precarious approach. Mov- 
ing ahead of the tug, a pair of sweepers had abolished 
an acoustic mine and a magnetic mine. The local 
waters were poison, and the Quineville shore bat- 
teries contributed an ugly threat to tlie menace. 

Kiowa’s journey was useless; strive and sweat as she 
■would, the powerful tug could not move the inert 
destroyer. At 1430 the towline was slipped, and the 
tug ancliored off Glennon’s port bow. At 1630 a 
message was received from Task Force Commander 
Moon— salvage attempts were to be abandoned; Glen- 
non’s bow was to be anchored to prevent her for- 
ward section from drifting ashore if she broke in two 
during the night; code books and all similar material 
•were to be removed, and the survivors to go aboard 
an LST. 

By 1800 the work had been accomplished. Com- 
mander Johnson, however, remained convinced that 
his ship could be salvaged. The Executive Officer, 
Engineering Officer, and eight men were left on the 
Glennon. Accompanied by the Salvage Oflicer, Lieu- 
tenant Commander McClung, U.S.N.R., Johnson 
visited the Bayfield to confer with Admiral Moon. 

The Admiral agreed to continue the salvage effort. 
Johnson returned to his ship the following day, and 
all that day Qune 9) he and his destroyermen worked 
with the salvage crew to get Glennon off. But time 
and tide were against them, and so were the Germans, 

About sunrise on June 10 the Nazi guns at Quine- 
ville opened up. Their salvo hit Glennon aft. 



At 1010 in the morning, without preliminary 
warning, the Meredith broke in two amidships, and 
went down with a plunge. The Bannock cut her lines 
to clear the side, and stood off to recover survivors. 
All hands of the security watch jumped or lowered 
themselves from the sinking ship, and were rescued. 

Lost with Meredith at the time she was mined 
were two officers and 33 men. Due to efficient emer- 
gency measures and the courageous action of Chief 
Machinist’s Mate Bryan and others, 322 officers and 
men, including 26 wounded, survived the disaster. 

Meredith was the third ship to carry tliat name on 
the Navy’s roster— and the second Meredith to be 
sunk during World War II. 

Loss of U.S.S. Glennon 

While Meredith was drifting in mortal disable- 
ment off Cape Barfleur, a second American destroyer 
was blasted by a mine in the “Utah” area. The de- 
stroyer was the U.S.S. Glennon (Commander C. A. 
Johnson). 

Disaster smote Glennon off Quineville, a clutter 
of cottages and fishing smacks on the Cotentin coast 
about ten miles below Barfleur. For with the coming 
of the Nazi hordes the Normandy village had been 
ruthlessly transformed into a Nazi strongpoint. 
Barbed wire fenced the beaches, and, from the dunes 
overlooking them, casemated guns poked their ugly 
snouts from the embrasures of concrete pillboxes. 

On the morning of June 7 a naval barrage was 
erasing some of this as American troops closed in on 
pillboxes and guns. And among these American 
troops were shore fire-control parties spotting targets 
for Navy attention. Offshore a trio of American de- 
stroyers were steadily shelling the designated targets. 

Engaged in this bombardment were destroyers But- 
ler (Commander M. D. Matthews), Flagship of Com- 
mander W. L. Benson, ComDesDiv 34; Jeffers (Lieu- 
tenant Commander H. Q. Murray), flying the pen- 
nant of Captain Murdaugh, ComDesDiv 17; and 
Glennon. The Glennon had arrived on station at 
sunrise, ordered to furnish close fire-support for 
troops advancing from the eastward. After hurling 
200 rounds at the day’s first target, the Glennon 
gunners were pleased to hear that they had found 
the bull’s-eye: the target was demolished. 

Next they bombarded a 6-gun 155 mm. battery 
which had previously straddled the Butler. They 
could not see the target, but they treated the heavy 
battery to 100 fast rounds. In this shooting match 
Glennon was unable to knock out the battery with 
her 5-inch 38 guns, but the enemy’s answering salvos 
came no closer than 500 yards, and the duel was a 
draw. After stepping in to relieve Glennon, destroyer 


Jeffers withdrew when a near miss ripped her with 
fragments and wounded five men. 

Late in the afternoon of that day Glennon re- 
ceived another target designation. A Nazi force esti- 
mated at two divisions was counterattacking in the 
Quineville vicinity. Glennon was to block the ad- 
vance at one point with a defensive barrage. Her fire 
had to be closely controlled, or she would hit Ameri- 
can troops on the beach. The destroyer gunners met 
the marksmanship requisite by lobbing 200 rounds 
on the exact location ordered. Elatedly, the fire-con- 
trol spotter reported the enemy in full retreat. 

At 2300 that evening Glennon was directed to join 
,the screen for the heavy ships farther offshore. 'This 
was quiet duty until about 0230 in the morning of 
June 8, when aircraft buzzed over the immediate area. 
Because no planes were positively identified as hostile, 
Glennon held her fire. The aircraft disclosed them- 
selves as enemy by dropping a few bombs. One landed 
about 50 yards off the Glennon’s port bow, spraying 
her with salt water and fragments. No damage. 

Thus far Glennon’s activity at “Utah” was more 
or less typical of DD operations in the Battle for the 
Beachheads. Daylight bombardment missions; screen- 
ing duty at night. She had fired at coastal batteries 
and military installations; had covered the landings, 
and supported the troops skirmishing ashore; had 
come under enemy fire in return. And she had ex- 
perienced a brush with Nazi aircraft. 

But the hour of ordeal was now upon her, and 
the blow was unexpected. Time: 0802. She was steam- 
ing at one-third speed, maintaining position in a 
swept channel two miles west of the Area Screen. She 
was under the guns of Nazi shore batteries at Quine- 
ville, but for the moment they were not bothering 
her. Her lookouts were maintaining vigilant watch; 
her degaussing coils were set. Time: 0803. ExplosionI 
As described in Commander Johnson’s Action Re- 
port: 

The effect was violent throughout the ship. All power 
was lost due to the tripping of circuit breakers, but re- 
gained in about three minutes. The force of the ex- 
plosion had been of such magnitude as to throw two 
men, who were standing on the fantail, 40 feet in the 
air, landing them in the water. One of these men was 
later recovered with both legs broken and possible in- 
ternal injuries. A 600-pound depth charge was torn from 
the stern racks and thrown 50 feet, landing on the tor- 
pedo platform abreast No. 3 5-inch gun-mount. A 150- 
pound cement dan buoy anchor was thrown 125 feet 
from the fantail to the port 20 mm. gun nest, torpedo 
platform. Water rose to a height of 25 feet about equally 
on the port and starboard quarters. 

General Quarters was sounded. A boat was lowered 
to pick up 16 men who had been throivn into the water. 
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Repair parties assembled for rescue and salvage worlc. 
After an immediate report of damage, word was passed 
over the loudspeaker circuit: “The ship will not sink, 
all hands remain on board, repair parties proceed with 
rescue and salvage work.” . . . Use of engines was not 
attempted because such action would have been useless, 
causing further damage to plant. An anchor was not 
dropped because set of current was favorable. 

Immediately following the explosion there was the 
usual aftermath of pandemonium— the topside rush 
from flooded compartments, the oil-smeared, blood- 
smeared, staggering procession of men who were 
dazed, men who were sick, men dragging broken 
limbs. 

At the moment of the blast Frank A. Spiller, Cox- 
wain, was asleep in his bunk. The explosion flung 
him headlong through a jagged fissure in the over- 
head. He fell back through the break and landed 
sprawling in a black dungeon crammed with scram- 
bled junk, a-swirl in a tide of ink. 

With the coming of comprehension— an awareness 
of sounds, smells, pain and danger— Spiller’s first re- 
action was probably the normal impulse for self- 
preservation. But there were men around him, 
wounded, crying in the dark. The Coxwain pulled 
himself upright; forgot the pain of sprain and lacera- 
tion; plunged about in the ink and froth, hunting 
his shipmates. 

“Although wounded/’ says the officially worded 
record, “with great presence of mind he aided three 
other wounded men out of the rapidly sinking stern 
section, through the break, onto the deck of the for- 
ward section, thereby saving their lives’’ Coxwain 
Frank A. Spiller was recommended for the Navy 
Cross. 

Commander Johnson and all able hands pitched 
in to save their disabled ship. About 0830 mine- 
sweepers Staff and Threat came up to assist. A tow 
line was passed to Staff; Threat maneuvered ahead 
to sweep a path, and Glennon prepared for a haul 
to the Transport Area. 

While the tow was being rigged, the destroyer- 
escort Rich approached from eastward, to inquire if 
assistaiice were needed. The reply was sent immedi- 
ately, 

NEGATIVE X CLEAR AREA CAUTIOUSLY DUE MINES 

The DE circled astern of Glennon, and headed 
away at five knots. 

Meantime, the destroyer’s disablement was noted 
by Nazi binoculars, and just as Rich turned away a 
Quineville battery opened fire. A thumping 4-gun 
salvo smote the water some 200 yards from the Glen- 
non’s stern. Commander Johnson immediately spoke 


Admiral Deyo’s flagship by TBS, requesting a cover- 
ing fire. The Germans added urgency to the radio- 
telephone call by straddling Glennon in range with 
a salvo that whacked the sea a scant 150 yards astern. 
Then Deyo’s cruisers opened up with some salvos of 
their own, and the shore battery went silent. As the 
gun-thunder ebbed away, there was a deafening ex- 
plosion from the Rich, at that time about 1,500 yards 
from the Glennon. The DE had struck a minel 

Glennon’s bridge personnel saw the smaller ship 
break in two as though the hull were made of wet 
clay. A moment later there was a second detonation. 
The DE’s bow section presently disappeared. As a 
minesweeper and numerous small craft were near 
the Rich, there was no need for the disabled destroyer 
to offer assistance. She herself was in much distress, 
for her whole stern was down at a 30 degree angle, 
her shattered after section had settled to the bottom, 
the starboard propeller was apparently anchored 
fast, and Staff was unable to budge her. 

Commander Johnson appealed for a salvage tug. 
While waiting, Glennon’s crew made a strenuous at- 
tempt to lighten the ship’s stern and shift weight to 
the bow. Salvage tug Kiowa came alongside about 
1100. She had negotiated a precarious approach. Mov- 
ing ahead of the tug, a pair of sweepers had abolished 
an acoustic mine and a magnetic mine. The local 
waters were poison, and the Quineville shore bat- 
teries contributed an ugly threat to the menace. 

Kiowa’s journey was useless; strive and sweat as she 
would, the powerful tug could not move the inert 
destroyer. At 1430 the towline was slipped, and the 
tug anchored off Glennon’s port bow. At 1630 a 
message was received from Task Force Commander 
Moon— salvage attempts were to be abandoned; Glen- 
non’s bow was to be anchored to prevent her for- 
ward section from drifting ashore if she broke in two 
during the night; code books and all similar material 
were to be removed, and the survivors to go aboard 
an LST. 

By 1800 the work had been accomplished. Com- 
mander Johnson, however, remained convinced that 
his ship could be salvaged. The Executive Officer, 
Engineering Officer, and eight men were left on the 
Glennon. Accompanied by the Salvage Officer, Lieu- 
tenant Commander McClung, U.S.N.R., Johnson 
visited the Bayfield to confer with Admiral Moon. 

The Admiral agreed to continue the salvage effort. 
Johnson returned to his ship the following day, and 
all that day (June 9) he and his destroyermen worked 
with the salvage crew to get Glennon off. But time 
and tide were against them, and so were the Germans. 

About sunrise on June 10 the Nazi guns at Quine- 
ville opened up. Their second salvo hit Glennon aft. 
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wrecking the after engine-room. A third salvo 
straddled forward, one siicll smasliing into the fore- 
castle, and a near miss flaying the deck wiili shrap- 
nel and injuring two men. Glcnnon could not fight 
back; all power was lost as a result of the first hits. 
Commander Johnson ordered the shi|) abandoned. 

As captain and crew members boarded an I.CM, 
shells were hitting on all sides, bursting on impact 
with the surface. Gi.i:nno.n’ suffered more thrashing 
before the Germans ceased. After the shelling was 
over, the "Exec" and a party boarded the battered 
DD to inspect the damage, seal the ship, and remove 
any secret or special gear left aboard. Tlicy noted 
the destruction wrought Iry about a dozen direct hits. 
Near misses had left numerous punctures in the hull. 
Gu:n.non’s condition was hopeless. 

At 21‘f5 that evening the destroyer leaned over on 
her beam with a list of exhaustion. .She had taken a 
lot of punisluncnt. She was done. The dark waters 
presently closed over her, and she was under. 

Lost with Gu'.nno.s’ at the time of her mining were 
25 men. Some 207 officers and bluejackets— among 
them 38 wounded— survived the mine blast and subse- 
quent shelling. 

Loss of U.S.S. Rich 

When destroyer-escort Rich steamed to the aid of 
the disabled destroyer Gt.r.NNo.N on that ill-omened 
morning of June 8, her skipper, Lieutenant Com- 
mander E. A. iMiclicl, knew the DE was entering 
dangerous water. Rich had been patrolling to se.i- 
ward of the Task Force 125 Bombardment Group— 
Nevada, Quincy, Tuscai.oosa, and H.M.S. Black 
Prince— svhen she was ordered by Admiral Deyo to 
lend Geennon a helping hand. Not only was the sea 
in Geennon’s vicinity a probable mine-nest, but it 
svas also within range of the Quincvilic shore bat- 
teries. However, the DE’s skipper did not hesitate. In 
the dry, official language of the Navy he "proceeded 
in his vessel xoilh utmost dispatch, xuith disregard of 
the danger from enemy gunfire and possible mines, 
and stood by close aboard the stricken ship to render 
assistance.” 

As she neared the Geennon, the destroyer-escort 
lowered a motor whaleboat which headed for the dis- 
abled ship. At that point, as related in the Geennon 
story, the destroyer signalled Rich that her assistance 
was unnecessary, and warned her to beware of mines. 

Observing that the Geennon was in no need of im- 
mediate help. Lieutenant Commander Michel turned 
tlie DE close under the destroyer’s stern, and, pass- 
ing Geennon’s starboard side, headed away. Recall 
was signalled to the whaleboat, and seamen stood 
ready to hoist the craft aboard. 


Rich’s captain was taking every precaution-slow 
speed; the ship squared away for emergency; all hands 
topside instructed to maintain a sharp lookout for 
enemy jdancs and drifting mines. But there were 
undersea mines which a lookout could not detect- 
mines which drifted deep under in the tidal currents, 
and were set to explode by "influence" when they 
entered a ship’s magnetic field. 

Time: about 0920. Rich was about 300 yards from 
the minesweeper SxArr, svhich was tlien engaged in 
taking Gee.nnon in totv. The minesweeper and the 
DE had passed through these waters not long before; 
they were clean enough, then. But now— 

A stunning explosion burst the sea about 50 yards 
off Rich’s starboard beam. The seaquake shook the 
DE from stem to stern; sent sailors stumbling from 
their stations; tripped the circuit breakers, and 
knocked out the ship’s light and power. Three depth 
charges in their arbors were flung from their pro- 
jectors into the water, and two others hurtled to the 
deck. But the charges did not explode, and tliere was 
no serious damage from the mine blast. The fonvard 
engine-room rcjjortcd "light and power regained, 
ready to answer all bells." Some gauge lines had suf- 
fered injury, and instrument glasses had been shat- 
tered. Nothing worse. 

But that ivas only a beginning. About tliree mintes 
after the offside blast, a mine exploded directly under 
the ship. Men on the DE’s bridge were thrown to 
the deck. A 50-foot section of the ship’s stern was 
torn off and set adrift. Survivors clung to tliis floating 
wreckage and swam desperately in the debris-strewn 
water. At the break where the fantail had been ampu- 
tated, wounded men crawled in a tliicket of broken 
scrap and uprooted gear. A series of emergency’ re- 
ports reached the bridge: several torpedoes were mak- 
ing hot runs in their tubes; the main deck had sagged, 
vicinity of No. 2 engine-room; compartments fonrard 
of the engineering spaces had suffered only minor 
damage. 

Before this information could be assessed, die dis- 
abled DE was blasted by a third mine. The explosion 
occurred about two minutes after the second blast. In 
his z\ction Report, Lieutenant Commander Michel 
mentioned that the final explosion hurled him from 
the bridge. He recalled a sensation of flying dirough 
the air, then blackout unconsciousness. 

His graphic account continues: 

Upon regaining consciousness, I found myself on die 
deck some ten or fifteen feet from my usual station on 
the flying bridge, and got to my feet iWth some difficulty 
to sun’ey the damage. The flying bridge was completely 
' demolished, with the mast lying across the debris; all 
personnel appeared dead or unconsdous except myself 
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Jltis famous picture suggests the tremendous size of Operation to the destroyers to help defend these reinforcements and sup- 
Overlord, for here is only a segment of the shipping that was plies so that they would floiv ashore in an uninterrupted stream 

'’’equired to keep the trans-Channel invasion rolling. It teas up The Omaha and Utah beach their special . 








Glcnnou, sltoxmt in a convoy bound for France, met her doom Irrcd stern sank enough to anchor her to the bottom within easy 

off Utah Beach. After a busy day and night of silencing Nazi range of German gunners. iVhen efforts to pull her off failed, 

shore batteries, she struck a mine off (2.uincvillc and her shat' she was abandoned. She sank under ^azi gunfire that night. 
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Flew of the destruction in the harbor at Port-en-Bnssin after the Allied ini'a- 
sion. Military installations and shipping were the primary targets, but in the 
process of driving out the Nazis many buildings were bombarded to bits. 


An Allied destroyer caught this Nazi minesweeper 
(top) shown leashed up on the beach. Part of the 
defense of the Le Havre U-boat pens (bottom). 


Admiral Kirk and General Bradley; High level talk on the Normandy sands 
shortly after D-day. Only with difficully were Winston Churchill and other 
Allied leaders discouraged from endangering themselves in premature visits. 













U.S.S. Carmick (DD 493) was a member of Fire-Support Group “O" assigned to 
Omaha Beach. She luas one of the destroyers that pushed right in to the beach 
with her bow practically aground, and shelled the Nazis at pointblank range. 


Blockships (It "Mulberry A" (top) before the 
storm struck. U'aves, which destroyed the harbor, 
break over the old British battleship Centurion. 









TERLEE, BAU)^^'IN, THOMPSON, CaUMICK, DavIS, Rod- 
MAN, Hobson, Somers, and Jouett. The three DE's 
were Blessman, Borum, and Amesburv. The four 
American destroyers supporting the screen -were 
Hambleton, Gherardi, Nelson, and Forrest. 

The action which eventuated that night involved 
destroyers Frankford, Hambleton, and Balbwin. 

Frankford was tlic flagship of Captain Harry 
Saunders, who was serv'ing in dual capacity as Area 
Screen Commander and ComDcsRon 18. The de- 
stroyer was captained by Lieutenant Commander J. 
L. Semmes. Hambleton, sturdy veteran of "Torch” 
fame, was skippered by Commander H. A. Renkcn. 
Baldwin’s Commanding Officer was Lieutenant Com- 
mander E. S. Powell, Jr., and she flew the pcnn.int of 
Commander W. J. Marshall, ComDesDiv 3G, another 
veteran outfit. 

The Area Screen took station at nightfall, and the 
forenamed destroyers commenced tlic usual routine 
patrol. Evening darkened into a mild night— easy sea 
swells, sky overcast, but visibility good. 

Flag destroyer Frankford was stationed at tlie 
"MD" junction of tlic "Mason-Dixie Line.” The 
following is a condensation of Lieutenant Com- 
mander Semmes’ Action Report: 

At OOSG, 9 June, 2 or 3 tnrRCLs were picked tip by rndar 
bearing 323®T, distance l.S.GOO. Tlicse targets were ne.ar 
die Cherbourg Peninsula south of Pt. Ilnrflcur. They 
were tracked and their counc dcterniincd to be about 
150”T, speed 20 knots. At 0015 FRASKrotu) fired a sprc.ad 
of 2 starshells, target range 8,000 yards, bearing Sl-l'T, 
The C.O. and bridge personnel were able to disting;uish 
2 E-boats which increased speed but continued south- 
ward. At 00151,4 Frankford commenced firing full radar 
control (FD radar) on the E-boats at a range of 1,560 
yards. These boats turned awny and laid a smoke screen 
to cover their retirement. One of the boats returned the 
fire with what appeared to be a 40 mm. gun— evidently 
using the DD’s gun flashes for a point of aim— and sev- 
eral of the projectiles fell near the Frankford. At 0017 
tlie DD ceased firing. In the meanwhile her CIC picked 
up a 3rd target whidi had trailed the other two in at 
verj- dose range. "Control” was given the target and fire 
was resumed, full radar control, at 0050, target bearing 
SSO^T, range 2,000 yards. The target turned northward 
but appeared to slow. Radar operators stated that all 
salvos appeared to be landing on tlic target. At 0052 the 
target disappeared from all radar screens at 3,GG0 yards 
and is believed to have been sunk. The other E-boats 
escaped to the northward— contact on them was lost at 
about 11,000 yards. During this action Frankford got 
way on and proceeded to tlie northward of Point "MD. 

While Frankford was thus chasing Nazi panthers, 
destroyers Baldwin and Hambleton dashed tlirough 
the screen to engage die enemy. 


At 0110 another target W’as picked up. Apparently 
there were two E-boats in this group, and when they 
were taken under fire by Frankford and Baldwin 
they retired tvith dazzling speed. 

Around 0200 Hambleton and Baldwin picked up 
an E-boat contact about four miles north of the 
"Dixie Line." Both ships lashed the target with hot 
gunfire. And the "pip" disappeared with a suddenness 
that indicated another E-boat sent to die bottom. 

At 0210 Frankford fired on a blurry contact which 
■was made along the peninsular shoreline, range about 
11,000 yards. This target fled northivard and van- 
ished from the screen. For die time being, at least, 
the E-boat shoot was over. 

For that night’s shooting, destroyer Frankford had 
used AA common shell with fuses set to burst at the 
target, Hambleton used AA common with fuses set 
on safe. Concerning the action, Frankford’s Execu- 
tive Officer made some interesting comments in die 
ship’s Action Report: 

The m.iny hours of haranguing tlic SG operators not 
to get too interested in one t.arget finally paid dividends. 
If the SG operators had not put into effect this training 
it is quite possible that tlic E-boat whicli came in astern 
of the Ic,iding two on die fint approadi ivoiild have 
torpedoed us after the leading two had turned nordi. 

The employment by protective screens of air bursts 
.against E-boats is felt to be vcTy- sound. The purpose 
of the screen was to "drive off" and destroy if possible. 
Since E-boat captains arc seldom aggressive in the face 
of illumination and gunfire, an air burst would have 
a much more discouraging effect on morale dian splashes 
in the water. E-boats arc very lightly armored and 5" 
shrapnel would no doubt cause a great deal of damage 
while a 5" shell might just go through die boat and do 
relatively minor damage. 

But the E-boats had not yet shot tlieir bolt. The 
"Utah” raid of June 9— their first attempt to strike 
the Western Task Force— was followed tivo nights 
later by a slashing attack on shipping in the "Omaha 
Area.” During this foray the E-boats torpedoed the 
American destroyer Nelson. 

Torpedoing of U.S.S. Nelson 
It was a good night for E-boating— water calm; 
wind negligible; sky darkly overcast, tvith visbility 
about 2,000 yards; the seascape as black as carbon. 

The date was June 12, 1944. The hour: 0100. At 
that time the destroyer Nelson (Lieutenant Com- 
mander T. D. McGrath) was anchored at her screen- 
ing station on the "Dixie Line” boundary of the 
"Omaha Beach” assault area. Other units of the Area 
Screen in Nelson’s vicinity were destroyers Laffev 
(Commander F. J. Becton) and Somers (Commander 
W. C. Hughes). 
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Nelson was not at her best, for she could not use 
her port engine for propulsion. Her port shaft and 
propeller had been removed after she had fouled a 
buoy at Plymouth, England. Despite this handicap 
she had steamed across the Channel to carry on in 
“Operation Neptune.’’ 

The following terse account is from the destroyer's 
Action Report: 

At 0105 C.I.C. reported contact bearing at six 

thousand yards. Shortly thereafter reported target course 
lOO'E, speed twenty. The ship was alerted and F.D. 
(radar director controlling 5-inch battery) coached to 
target by C.I.C. At 0107 battery was reported on. As re- 
quired by operation order, signalman challenged, and 
about fifteen seconds later ship opened fire at four 
thousand yard range, with entire battery in full radar 
control. Contact slowed, turned away and separated into 
three distinct targets. Anchor had been heaved in and 
chain was up and down. About ten salvos had been 
fired when at about 0109 ship was hit. There was an 
explosion aft and ship heeled sharply to port and then 
resumed an even keel. Electric power was lost momen- 
tarily but regained in a short time. Chain was veered; 
repair parties rescued personnel and checked flooding. 
Ship was reported in no danger at 0122. The next day 
she was towed to Portsmouth, England. 

Nelson was harder hit than the above summary 
would suggest. The torpedo blast blew off the stern 
and No. 4 mount; the starboard shaft was bent down- 
ward and, with propeller attached, it dragged water 
at a depth of 52 feet. Crew casualties were severe. 
Some 24 of the ship’s complement were lost; nine 
were wounded. 

At the time of the E-boat attack, destroyer Laffey 
was stationed on the “Dixie Line’’ about 1,600 yards 
ahead of Nelson. Somers was about the same distance 
astern. At 0051, a good 14 minutes before Nelson 
detected the enemy, Laffey picked up a small, hazy 
“pip” on her surface radar, bearing 005°T, range 
8,800 yards. 

The range closed slowly. And the cloudy “pip” 
developed into five or six small, distinct targets. 
When first discerned, they were traveling at 15 knots. 
Gradually they slowed to 9. They were advancing at 
a 5-knot crawl when Nelson reported herself tor- 
pedoed. Whereupon the targets on Laffey’s radar 
appeared to reverse course and beat a rapidly acceler- 
ating retirement. 

There was now no doubt about their E-boat 
identity. Screening ships to westward opened fire on 
the fleeing craft, and Laffey went after them in hot 
pursuit. When the other ships ceased fire, she con- 
tinued the chase, working up to 32 knots. Illuminat- 
ing with starshells, she fired AA common at the 


raiders. The pursuit and shooting lasted until 0125, 
when the enemy dashed in close to an Allied convoy 
and Laffey ceased fire to avoid hitting friendly ships. 

Somers also had made contact with E-boats, pick- 
ing up the targets at 0105, range 8,000 yards. She 
opened fire about the same time Nelson did, illumi- 
nating with starshell and blazing away with common 
service ammunition. At 0115 she lost contact and 
ceased fire, noting that Laffey had taken up the 
chase. 

Although both Laffey and Somers detected the 
approaching enemy, neither reported the contact to 
other ships in the Area Screen— or, if they did. Nel- 
son failed to get the report. Had Nelson received a 
report from Laffey, she could have squared away to 
meet the attack some 14 minutes sooner than she did. 
And perhaps a prompt burst of starshell and gunfire 
would have driven the E-boat off, or caused the Nazi 
torpedomen to miss. 

In regard to the matter of showing lights. Nelson’s 
Action Report made this pertinent comment; 

It is felt that the ship was hit by an E-boat torpedo. 
This was fifed at the signal light when the challenge 
was made. Where using a fixed screen around an area, 
vessels approaching should bear the burden of proving 
their friendly character. Challenging imposes too great 
a penalty on the screening vessels. If this ship could 
have opened fire as soon as control reported on target 
without diallenge, she probably would not have been 
hit. 

The Bombardment of Cherbourg 

Cherbourg was the objective of the American Army 
landed on “Utah Beach.” In Crusade In Europe, 
Eisenhower points to this port as the crux to the 
Normandy invasion. "Unless we could soon seize 
Cherbourg, the enemy’s opportunity for hemming us 
in .. . might be so well exploited as to lead to the 
defeat of the operations.” 

Of key importance, then, in the “Overlord” plan, 
the capture of this big French seaport became an 
emergency “must” after the Channel treacherously 
sided with Hitler and sabotaged the Allied invasion 
effort with the worst storm in four decades. Giving 
the lie to fair weather forecasts, the blow struck on 
June 19. Three days later, when wind and seas 
abated, the Normandy coast was strewn with the 
wreckage of some 300 small craft and the fragments 
of what had been the artificial harbor at "Omaha 
Beach.” 

Destruction of this “Omaha” harbor placed a back- 
breaking load on the “Overlord” transportation sys- 
tem. Supplies for the American troops in that area 
had to be detoured through the British sector to the 
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east. To relieve this traffic jam and open an adequate 
supply artery for the Allied invasion armies, it was 
necessary to capture Cherbourg with the utmost dis- 
patch. 

German counterattack on Britain added urgency to 
this American drive. On June 12, 1944, the first V-I 
flying bomb had crashed into London. This secret 
weapon— a small robot plane loaded with a tremen- 
dous explosive charge— struck the British capital a 
nerve-shattering blow. Worse was to come in the form 
of the supersonic V-2 rocket; the launchers for this 
terrible weapon were already being installed on the 
French coast. If "Overlord” failed, a frightful reprisal 
was in store for Britain. Everything hinged on the 
Cherbourg campaign. 

Fighting through hedgerows and scrub, General 
Collins’ U.S. VII Corps reached the southern out- 
skirts of Cherbourg on June 24. Simultaneously ad- 
vancing on Cherbourg from the sea was Task Force 
129 under command of Rear Admiral M. L. Deyo. Its 
mission was to reduce German forts and shore bat- 
teries flanking the port, and to directly support Col- 
lins’ troops by shelling Nazi artillery and military 
targets as directed by shore fire-control parties and 
aircraft spotters. 

There were some big Krupp batteries guarding 
Cherbourg— casemated guns up to 280 mm. caliber. 
But Cherbourg had to fall, and the Navy’s services 
were requested. The target date was set for June 25, 
bombardment to begin at noon. 

Admiral Deyo’s force was composed of three Ameri- 
can battleships, two American cruisers, two British 
cruisers, and 11 American destroyers. He divided it 
into two task groups. 

Group one, under Deyo’s tactical command, con- 
tained cruiser Tuscaloosa (flagship), battleship 
Nevada, cruisers Quincy, H.M.S. Glasgow and 
H.M.S. Enterprise, and the following six destroyers: 


Ellyson Comdr. E. W. Longton 

Flagship of 

Capt. A. F. Converse, comdesron 10 


Hambleton 

Rodman 

Emmons 

Murphy 

Gherardi 


Comdr. H. A. Renken 
Comdr. J. F. Foley 
Comdr. E. B. Billingsley 
Comdr. R. A. Wolverton 
Comdr. N. R. Curtin 


Group Two, under command of Rear Admiral 
C. F. Bryant, contained battleships Texas (flagship) 
and Arkansas, and the following five destroyers; 

Barton Comdr. J. W. Callahan 

Flagship of 

Capt. W. L. Freseman, comdesron 60 


O’Brien Comdr. W.. W. Outerbridge 

Laffey Comdr. F. J. Becton 

Hobson Lt. Comdr. K. Loveland 

Flying pennant of 

Commander L. W. Nilon, comdesdiv 20 
Plunkett Comdr. W. Outerson 

Steaming in company to a point north of Cher- 
bourg, the two task groups separated to begin the 
approach, then converged on an inner Fire-Support 
Area off Cherbourg where the ships were to conduct a 
90-minute neutralization fire on targets designated by 
General Collins. They were instructed not to open 
up in the outer areas unless they were first fired 
upon. As the task groups were to learn, there were 
two formidable Nazi forts to the west of Cherbourg, 
and a third to the east. These constituted priority 
targets for bombardment. 

The Germans held their fire until the ships were 
ivell within range; that is, until they reached the 
inner Fire-Support Area. Both Group One and 
Group Two had timed their advance to bring them 
into this area at noon. Group One was on the leg 
going due south— the minesweepers ahead, H.M.S. 
Glasgow, H.M.S. Enterprise, Nevada, Tuscaloosa, 
and Quincy in column, and the destroyers on the 
flanks— when the Krupp guns let go. Deyo dispersed 
the column to give his big ships maneuvering room; 
the destroyers laid smoke screens; and tlie duel was 
on. 

“Information was not complete as to location of 
our front lines,'’ Admiral Deyo reported later, “and 
concern was felt lest we fire into our own troops. 
Finally all ships were ordered not to fire at any targets 
more than 2,000 yards in from the shoreline unless 
directed by a shore party.” 

Word from the spotters came in, and the ships fired 
salvo after salvo. Navy men serving with Army units 
on the heights behind the city were delighted to 
recognize the billowing crimson bursts of battleship 
and cruiser shells. Deyo’s ships did excellent shooting. 
On the roads far inland, naval projectiles landed on 
Nazi tank squads and blew them into scrap. German 
pillboxes were powdered, and gun emplacements 
tossed skyhigh. All this in the teeth of a scorching 
return fire from the shore batteries— a rain of shells 
that thrashed the sea around the warships. 

“Although all enemy batteries were never silenced 
during the three hours of bombardment,” Deyo 
noted, “they could not prevent our general mission or 
the final success of the action. They did, however, 
piolong the action and interfere to a considerable 
extent with the work of assisting the Army. . . .” 

Although Nevada and the cruisers were slashed by 
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near misses and closer shaves, H.M.S. Glasgow was 
the only Group One vessel more than superficially 
damaged. Two hits and a blast close aboard wounded 
but did not cripple the British cruiser. The destroyers 
in Deyo's group were all narrowly missed, but to 
destroyermen that was as good as a mile. 

Group Two, however, was viciously punished by 
the enemy shore batteries on the east side of Cher- 
bourg. Battleship Texas took a hit on the top of her 
conning tower, and was forced to make a temporary 
withdrawal. Destroyer Laffey was slugged by a dud. 
Destroyer Barton was holed by a ricochctting 8-inch 
shell that punctured her hull as though it were made 
of tin. And destroyer O’Brien was staggered by a 
205 mm. smash that killed 13 and wounded 20 of her 
crew. 

On the approach to Cherbourg, O’Brien had been 
steaming in the wake of the minesweepers which 
scoured tlie path for Task Group Two. Her orders 
were to cover the sweepers with smoke, and to sup- 
port them with gunfire if they were fired upon. The 
sea was dead calm that noon. And the ships advanc- 
ing from the eastward were perfectly visible to Nazi 
gunners, altliough the French coast, hazed witli 
smoke, was not so clearly discernible from the sea. 

Battleship Arkansas opened fire at 1208 while 
Texas awaited a target designation from her shore 
fire-control party. The Nazi batteries waited for the 
range to close, then they roared like hungry beasts. 
Excerpts from Admiral Bryant’s account graphically 
detail the destroyer action: 

At 1228, while steaming ... at 10 knots on base course 
251 “T and conforming to Approach Channel No. 4, 
the Task Group and minesweepers were taken under 
fire by the enemy coastal defense batteries. The first 
salvo landed among the sweepers ahead and near the 
O’Brien. The Barton located flashes of the shore bat- 
teries at 1229 and both the Barton and O'Brien opened 
counter-battery fire immediately. . . . About 1231 a salvo 
of major caliber projectiles straddled the stern of the 
Barton in column directly ahead of the Texas. The 
Barton was immediately directed to draw further ahead 
to permit the Texas to increase speed and maneuver 
and was also directed to be prepared to make smoke. 
The Texas came hard right, increased speed and 
maneuvered evasively during the remainder of the en- 
gagement. . . . The Arkansas conformed in general to 
the movements of the Texas. 

The Barton was hit by a 240 mm. AP ricochet which 
went through her hull sideways instead of end-on— this 
' was from the salvo which straddled her about 1231. The 
shell failed to detonate and was picked up and thrown 
over the side. At 1232 a salvo landed ahead of Laffev, 
one shell striking very close to the port bow and ricochet- 
ting into the waterline just forward of the anchor. 
Fortunately it failed to explode. 


Most of Texas’ and Arkansas’ fire was directed at 
Target No. 2 which was also frequently under the fire 
of two or more DD’s simultaneously. At 1255 the Hob- 
son and Plunkett screened the battleships while the 
minesweepers retired to tlie northward under saeen 
laid by Barton, O’Brien, and Laffey, and augmented 
by their own smoke. At 1250 a heavy 3-gun shore battery 
(estimated 205 mm.) took the O’Brien under fire. The 
first salvo landed 600 yards over, the second about 300 
yards over, and the third straddled, one of the shells 
hitting tlie DD in the starboard after corner of CIC 
(bridge superstructure) where it exploded. The imme- 
diate elTcct of this direct hit was to put CIC, all radars, 
and one 40 mm. twin mount out of commission. At 
1256 enemy fire ceased for a short time, possibly because 
the ships were screened from view and his radar ivas 
being jammed simultaneously. By 1314 the enemy fire 
had become extremely heavy and accurate again, and at 
1316 the Texas was hit. . . . Tlie Texas was immediately 
ordered to w’ithdraw to the northward to open the range 
until damage could be assessed. 

Captain C. A. Baker and his “Texans” continued 
to fire as the battle wagon pulled away. Destroyers 
Hobson and Plunkett were ordered by Division 
Commander Nilon to lay smoke. It caused the Nazi 
gunners to cease fire at 1325. 

Texas came booming back on the bombardment 
path at 1454, a few minutes before the time scheduled 
for die task group’s withdrawal. Again the shore 
batteries bent a concentrated fire in her direction. 
Again the destroyers intervened with a curtain of 
smoke. Behind this curtain Texas and Arkansas 
retired northeastward. The enemy batteries went 
silent. Its Cherbourg mission concluded. Task Group 
Two headed for Portland, England, as directed by 
Admiral Deyo. 

Commenting on this bombardment and fire-sup- 
port effort. Admiral Deyo made some observadons 
which could apply to such missions in general: 

The German shore defense batteries, when resolutely 
manned, are very fonnidable. They are so located that 
only direct hits dose to or on the guns themselves 
or on their communications will disable them. ... A 
preliminary phase of long-range bombardment with 
plane spot under favorable conditions is necessary to 
silence temporarily or longer the larger batteries. . • • 
Direct fire or indirect fire without spot are not very 
effective against well placed shore batteries (though they 
may have a moral effect). Either good air spot or shore 
parties are required. When strong currents add to the 
navigational problem this is even more true. 

In respect to the outcome of the Cherbourg mission, 
Admiral Deyo considered it gratifyingly successful. 
He noted: 

Much regret is felt at the damage and casualties suf- 
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fered by this force. It is believed, however, that under the 
circumstances ^vc got off very lightly indeed and that the 
results attained were such that the Army was probably 
saved a good deal of damage which would otherwise 
have been received. 

Admiral Bryant, Commander of Task Group Two, 
took a sometvhat dimmer view of the operation. His 
conclusions follow: 

A major caliber, heavily casemated or turrcted, and 
well dispersed coast defense battery cannot be silenced 
by bombardment without excess expenditure of ammuni- 
tion and great risk to the bombarding force unless the 
firing can be carried out from a blind bearing or from 
a greater range than that of the shore battery. . . . Such 
a mission should not be undertaken unless its success- 
ful accomplishment is of sufficient importance to jus- 
tify unrestricted expenditures of ammunition and the 
risk of serious damage to tlie bombarding force. . . . 

Perhaps the Navy units at Cherbourg were unusu- 
ally fortunate. Certainly casualties were light for sucli 
an operation— 14 American Nav)' men dead, and 35 
wounded. More than half the ships in Task Force 129 
had been hit or peppered by shell fragments. But only 


Texas, H.M.S. Glasgow, and destroyer O’Brien were 
materially damaged. 

On June 27, Cherbourg itself fell, and the success 
of "Operation Overlord” was assured. 

“Neptune” Postscript 

It had been a costly effort for the DesLant Force. 
Spearheading “Operation Neptune,” the Destroyer 
Service had suffered the only major combat-ship losses 
inflicted by the enemy during the Battle for the 
Beachheads. Corry, Meredith, Glennon, and de- 
stroyer-escort Rich were warships from truck to keel, 
and they would not be easily replaced. 

But the landings had been successfully made and 
tlie beachheads secured. By early July Allied troops, 
guns, and war supplies were pouring into France 
through Cherbourg like floodwater through a breach 
in a dyke. This invasion flood swept southwest to the 
Bay of Biscay, trapping a German army in Brittany. 
It swept eastivard to reinforce the British drive on 
Falaise. It plunged across central France toward Paris. 
And eventually it swept across the Lowlands to ex- 
tinguish those V-bomb launchers which were dealing 
death to England. 








CHAPTER 28 


WINNING THE MEDITERRANEAN 

(DESTROYERS TO SOUTHERN FRANCE) 



War Comes to the Azure Coast 

While the European spotlight was on Normandy, the Allies rushed 
preparations for the invasion of Southern France. The target area 
embraced the great seaport of Marseilles, the naval base at Toulon, 
and the pastel beaches of the French Riviera— the “Azure Coast.” 

In the tvatercolor bays and delightful coves of this tourist play- 
ground, the Germans had secreted E-boats and other warcraft. 
Krupp batteries had been planted in the gardens behind summer 
casinos, and Tiger tanks were flocked along the picturesque shore 
roads. From the Golfe de Lyon prowled U-boats, and from Riviera 
airfields flew Swastika bomber squadrons that consistently harried 


Allied shipping in the Western Mediterranean. 

During the prolonged Anzio deadlock, which lasted 
from January until June, 1944, Allied convoy escorts 
had fought life-and-death battles on that sea-going 
road which entered the Mediterranean through the 
Straits of Gibraltar, trailed along the coast of North 
Africa, squeezed through the Tunisian War Chan- 
nel, and swung northward through the Tyrrhenian 
Sea. These Mediterranean battles did not make front- 
page news, but they were all part and parcel of the 
effort that loosened the Nazi grip on Italy and South- 
ern Europe. 

After the Allies captured Rome, Churchill ad- 
vocated a Balkan offensive— a push up the Adriatic 
into Jugoslavia, or a drive into Greece. American 
strategists favored an invasion of Southern France. 
At least one valid reason for the Azure Coast priority 
may be discerned from the following accounts of the 
enemy onslaught on Convoys UGS-36, UGS-37, UGS- 
38, and GUS-38— an onslaught which sank Allied 
cargoes, killed Allied sailors, and cost the Navy’s De- 
stroyer Force tliree hard-fighting tvarships. 

Attack on Convoy UGS-36 (Lesson in Gunnery) 

One of the larger convoys to run tlie Mediterran- 


ean gantlet was UGS-36. Bound in the spring of 1944 
from the U.S.A. to Bizerte, this convoy contained 90 
ships— 72 merchant vessels and 18 ocean-going LST’s. 
It was guarded by a powerful task force (TF 64) 
which typified the escort provided for a large ship- 
train at this period of the war. A decided contrast 
to the escort groups available in the lean days of 
1942, Task Force 64 was composed of the warships 
listed on the next page. 

Steaming in the Western Mediterranean, the ships 
of this minor armada were ranged in 13 columns, 
with the LST's in the rear. Destroyers Wmrrtx, 
Alden, and John D. Edw'ards were stationed astern 
as rear guard. Destroyer-escort Mills paced along on 
the starboard quarter of the formation. Escort Group 
37, less Black Swan and Amethyst, formed an outer 
A/S screen 12,000 yards ahead of the guide. The 
rest of the DD’s and DE’s in the task force formed an 
inner screen. 

The port flank, regarded as the more exposed, vas 
supported by the mine vessel Speed, by Black Sv'a.v 
and Amethyst (ships equipped with heavy AA guns, 
radar-controlled), and by Uie fighter-direction ship 
Colombo. Speed was stationed on the port bow, 
Colombo on tlie port quarter. 
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TASK FORCE 64 

ESCORT FOR 

CONVOY UGS-36 

Destroyer Decatur 

Lt. Comdr. D. G. Wrig/it, U.S.NR. 
Flying the broad command pennant of 
Capt. H. S. Berdine, U.S.C.G., Com, Task Force 64 

DESTROYER-ESCORTS (CORTDIV 23) 

Sellstrom Comdr. W. L. Maloney, U.S.C.G. 

Flying the pennant of 

Comdr. F, P. Vetterick, U.S.C.G., comcortdiv 23 


Ramsden 

Lt. Comdr. S. T. Bakelel, U.S.C.G. 

Mills 

Lt. Comdr. J. S. Muzzy, U.S.C.G. 

Rhodes 

Lt. Comdr. E. A. Coffin, Jr., U.S.C.G. 

Savage 

Comdr. 0. C. Rohnhe, U.S.C.G. 


DESTROYERS (deSDIV 57) 

Whipple 

Lt. Comdr. S. E. Woodard 


Flying the pennant of 


Comdr. E. W. Yancey, comdesdiv 57 
Alden Lt. Comdr. ir, Herkness, 11 

John D. Edwards Lt. R. A. Noreliits, U.S.N.R. 

destroyer-escorts (cortdiv 7) 

Tomich Lt. C. D. Brown, U.S.N.R. 

Sloat Lt. Comdr. W. A. Cashman, U.S.N.R. 

ESCORT GROUP 37 

H.M.S, Johan Maurits (flagship) H.M.S. Amethyst 
H.M.S. Friso H.M.S. Deptford 

H.M.S. Black, Swan H.M.S. Campion 

H.M.S. Colombo 

(JIG* and Fighter-Direction ship) 

H.M.S. Speed 
(Minesweep—JIG* ship) 

* JIG— special jamming gear. 

So large a ship-train could hardly escape detection 
by the enemy, and the Germans were soon informed 
of the convoy’s presence in the Mediterranean. They 
struck with a prompt, combined air-submarine at- 
tack. The submarine attack was launched late in tlie 
evening of March 31, when die convoy was about 
midway between Oran and Algiers, The air attack 
was a Luftwaffe onslaught delivered early in the fol- 
lowing morning of April 1. 

Destroyer-escort Tomich picked up a sharp sonar 
contact at 2213 on that last evening of March, and 
Lieutenant C. B. Brown, U.S.N.R., took appropriate 
steps to counterattack the U-boat. The DE was as- 
sisted by H.M.S. Black Swan. Although a kill was 
not scored, the enemy was beaten off. So the sub- 
marine strike missed. 


The Luftwaffe strike was somewhat more effective. 
Timing was good— die attack was made in the dark- 
ness of 0400, about an hour and a half after moonset, 
while the convoy was still a considerable distance 
(about 56 miles) west of Algiers. At that time Tomich 
and Black Swan were just rejoining the convoy, and 
the enemy may reasonably have supposed that the 
U-boat attack had disrupted die screen formation. 
Some 20 Nazi planes roared in on the strike. One 
minute they were looking down on a sea of darkness. 
A moment later they were stunting over an area that 
blazed like die blast-furnace district of Pittsburgh. 

An excerpt from the Action Report of Task Force 
Commander Berdine describes die vivid battle: 

The attack opened , . . with a string of flares over 
column eleven near the head of the column, followed 
at short intervals by additional illumination over the 
starboard quarter, port bow, and outer screen. Low- 
flying planes could be heard faintly above the sound of 
the AA guns and machine guns, and all escorts except 
one had brief glimpses of these planes, apparently two- 
engined torpedo-carrying bombers. Colombo and Com- 
DesDiv 57 reported sighting what was believed to be 
slicks of bombs from high-level bombers, the former plac- 
ing the splashes from the port flank toward the center of 
die convoy, the fatter, from the center toward the star- 
board quarter. The reaction of the convoy to die attack 
was immediate and surprising. 

If the enemy had required illumination prior to the 
attack, none was required 30 seconds later, for the whole 
convoy was solidly outlined, with tracer streaming from 
every gun. 

Two Nazi planes were shot down by tliis tempes- 
tuous barrage. Dragging a flaming tail, a third plane 
batted off across the sky. A fourth plane may have 
been fatally scorched. The rest got out of there. 

The convoy suffered no personnel casualties, but 
two dcstroyermen in the escort contingent were 
wounded at their battle stations by 20 mm. fragments. 
The merchant ship Jared Ingersoll was struck by an 
aircraft torpedo. It caught her on the port bow at the 
No. 1 hold, the explosion started a nasty lire. The 
crew abandoned ship. Destroyer-escort Mills quickly 
picked up the Ingersoll men, then Lieutenant Com- 
mander Muzzy placed his DE alongside the burning 
freighter to fight the conflagration. Through this ac- 
tion by Mills, and efforts of the British tug Mindful, 
the Ingersoll was salvaged and much of her cargo 
ivas saved. Thus the Nazi score was practically re- 
duced to zero. 

In addition the escorts for Convoy UGS-36 learned 
a lesson. Instead of shooting at the aircraft, many of 
the gunners had opened fire on the flares. The bar- 
rage was spectacular, but the enemy profited by the 
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spectacle. As Vice Admiral Hewitt, criticizing the 
action, subsequently noted: 

The importance of fire discipline at night is empha- 
sized in connection with a point of aim for enemy air- 
craft. Although illumination may be bright, its main 
purpose is to provide silhouettes, and the latter are 
greatly affected by the use of smoke. The bomber air- 
craft above the illumination do not get a good point 
of aim unless ships resort to gunfire. Indiscriminate 20 
mm. fire is very dangerous because it affords a good 
point of aim. 

In the lean days of 1942 it had been enough for a 
convoy escort to serve as a shield. By the spring of 
1944 it was expected to wield a sword, as well. 

There could be no compromise with the enemy. 
Witness the attack he delivered on the next east- 
bound convoy to Bizerte— 

Attack on Convoy UGS-37 

Convoy UGS-37, bound from Norfolk for Bizerte, 
was not so large as its forerunner. But in ratio of es- 
cort per ship in convoy, it was under a considerably 
heavier guard. 

The convoy consisted of 60 merchant vessels and 
six LST’s. It was escorted by Task Force 65, under 
command of Captain W. R. Headden. This task 
force contained the naval vessels listed on this page. 

The convoy needed every gun of this heavy guard. 
As usual, the Germans were informed of this ship- 
train’s arrival in the Mediterranean, and the Luft- 
waffe struck late in the evening of April 11, 1944, 
when the convoy was about seven miles off Cape 
Bengut, Algeria. 

The night was as fine as good weather could con- 
trive— sky cloudless, sea as calm as a millpond, water 
silvered by the light of a three-quarters moon. Steam- 
ing at 7.5 knots, the ships were in good formation, 
aligned in 12 columns, 600 yards between columns, 
each ship in column 400 yards from the next. 

The escorts were disposed around the convoy in 
positions 3,000 yards from the convoy’s perimeter. 
DesDiv 66 had the stations astern on the “down 
moon” side. Destroyer Lansdale, equipped with 
glider-bomb jamming gear, and four DE’s of Cort- 
Div 58 were on the port side of the convoy. Four 
escorts were to starboard. Cruiser Delhi was sta- 
tioned on the port quarter between the convoy and 
CortDiv 58 ships. Destroyer-escorts Holder and 
Forster paced ahead of the convoy’s front. 

At 2245 one aircraft was reported in the convoy’s 
vicinity. Twenty minutes later some five to ten air- 
craft were hovering in the offing. The clan was 
gathering. 

At 2318 a white flare was dropped about five miles 


TASK FORCE 65 

ESCORT FOR 

CONVOY UGS-37 


DESTROYER-ESCORTS 

Temporarily assigned to DesDiv 66 
Stanton Lt. Comdr. P. J. Tiffany, U.S.N.R. 

Flagship of Task Force Commander Headden 
SwASEY Lt. Comdr. H. M. Godsey, U.S.N.R. 

DESTROYERS (dESDiV 66) 

Breckenridge Lt. Comdr. F. R. Arnold 

Flying pennant of 

Comdr. A. M. Kowalzyk, Jr., comdesdiv 66 
Blakeley Lt. Comdr. R. J. Brooke, U.S.N.R, 

Biddle Lt. Comdr. R. H. Hopkins, U.S.N.R. 

Barney Lt. H. D. Sprenger, U.S.NR. 


destroyer-escorts (cortdiv 58) 

Price Lt. Comdr. J. W. Higgins, Jr., U.S,NR. 
Flying pennant of 
Comdr. E. E. Garcia, comcortdiv 58 


Strickland 
Forster 
Stockdale 
Hissem 
Holder 
Destroyer Lansdale 
H.M.S. Delhi 
(AA Cruiser) 

H.M.S. Jonquil 
(Escort vessel) 


Lt. Comdr. A. J. Hopkins, U.S.N.R. 
Lt. Comdr. 1. E. Davis, U.S.N.R. 
Lt. Comdr. R. W. Luther, U.S.N.R. 
Lt. Comdr. W. W. Low, U.S.N.R. 
Lt. Comdr. W. P. Buck, U.S.N.R. 

Lt. Comdr. D. M. Swift 
H.M.S. Nadder 
(Escort vessel) 
H.M.S. Mindful 
(Rescue tug) 


H.M.S. Vagrant 
(Rescue tug) 


ahead of the convoy. More flares were dropped ahead 
and to port. Watdiing in sweaty fascination, destroyer 
lookouts gripped their binoculars, and gunners 
waited tight-nerved. 

At 2332 Captain Headden ordered various escorts 
to make smoke. Two minutes later, about a dozen 
planes were in the vicinity, and flares blazed over the 
convoy. At 2335, flag DE Stanton opened fire on a 
plane which came in from port and crossed her bow. 
The battle was on. 

The escorts in Task Force 65 put up a formidable 
barrage. That the Luftwaffe had its first team in the 
field was evident from the cool deliberation with 
which the onslaught was launched, and the deter- 
mination with which it was pushed. Some 15 to 26 
aircraft delivered the assault. The planes were 
Dornier 217’s and Junker 88’s. 

Early in the battle, destroyer-escort Holder was 
torpedoed by one of the low-flying bombers. Striking 
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tlirough the barrage, the planes made repeated at- 
tacks tlicrcaftcr. At 2319 destroyer LANsnAtr. reported 
Uicre were indications die enemy avas using radio- 
controlled missiles. At 2350 a plane dropped a stick 
of bombs close aboard Sta.vtos’. Midnight, and the 
attackers were still coming. Destroyer-escort Swasey 
dodged an aircraft torpedo at 0010. The battle's 
tempo moderated at 0013, and it s^'as all over by 
0030. 

When the firing ceased. Task Force 65 could sigh 
in relief. It had spent a long, hard hour. Admirably it 
had defended tlie convoy: not a mcrcliant ship or 
LST was hit. But, with the exception of two "pos- 
sibles," the assailants had escaped iciribution. 

Captain Headden later criticired destroyer I-ans- 
DALE for "o most regrettable poor performance be- 
cause she fired only five rounds of -10 mm., and ex- 
pended no 20 mm. or 5 inch annmmition. \‘icc Ad- 
miral Hewitt did not agree with this sharp criticism. 
"The remarh regriding the poor performance of the 
Lan.sdau: are rwt cntjcuired in," he S'.rotc. "On the 
contrar/, the ftre discipline of the LAN<»At,r. appeared 
excellent end in conformity reith lessons she had 
learned from her rear experience in the Mediterra- 
nean." 

Admiral Hewitt, in turn, criiicircd Captain 
Headden for being too slow in ordering his smoke 
saccn. "If order to mahr smohe had been issued u-hen 
first fare mas sighted (2318), the convoy should have 
been fairly u'cll covered by And he did not 

agree v.'ith Captain Headden’s opinion that "for best 
protection against torpedo attacks, smoke should he 
so placed that the horizon on bearings favorable for 
attack is obscured." Instead Hesvilt stated: "The ob- 
scrt>ation of horizon is immaterial. Planes are on in- 
struments and da not have to see horizon, .dutomatic 
weapons should not fire unless planes are within 
range and can be seen." He concluded; . . It is 
again pointed out that the main result of illurnina- 
lion is to produce ship silhouettes. This is directly 
affected by smohe. An accurate point of aim for the 
enemy is necessary to produce effective hitting, and 
it is believed that this point of aim is usually indi- 
cated by ships' gunfire.” 

So more smoke had been in order, and pcrljajrs less 
fire. And although Convoy UGS-37 was unharmed, 
the escorting task force suffered casualties. On board 
destroyer BmDi.t: seven men bad been wounded by 
fragments of a 20 mm, shell which svas sloppily fired 
by another ship. And destroyer-escort Houuat was 
hard hit. 

Loss of U.S.S. Holder 

Destroyer-escort Holder (Lieutenant Commander 


W. V. Buck, U.S.N.R.) was one of the UGS-S7 escorts 
ordered to make smoke just before the Luftwaffe at- 
tacked. HoijjjJt was on her first operational voyage 
after a shakedown, but she went into battle like a 
veteran. 

Between 2323 and 2332 her radar picked up two 
enemy planes. At 2335 she let go with her smoke 
generators as directed, and began to build a wall of 
fog across the coJivoy's menaced front. .A few minutes 
later she sighted a Nazi plane skimming aaoss the 
water. 

As reported by Hou3!:r'.s skipper: 

At 2339 .1 plane of a type not positively identified 
SV. 1 S sightctl oit die port bc.am .'Uul fire uns opened svith 
•nil puns tint could bt.ir. As plane approached, flying 
very close to the water, it v.a$ observed to launch' a 
torpedo at a range estimated at SOO-SOO yards. The tor- 
pedo vs-alc SOS cle.srly vim'IiIc and strong hydrophone 
cflcct W. 1 S pici-cd up and reported from die Sound IhiL 
.•\v soon as torjiedo sos sighted, flank speed was ordered 
and full left rudder applied. At 2S50, before the order 
to incre.Te speed Ind taLcit effect, the torpedo struck 
ainidsliips on the port side below the waterline with 
tsso distinct lieavy explosions. They were a fraction of a 
second apart and seemed of almost equal intensity, A 
)c}!ose fiasli accompanied the explosions. The ship set- 
tfed and took on a four degree list to siarhonrd. 

Houiir's jiowcr-plant w.as p.Ttnly/cd, The .sea 
plunged into Compartments Bl, n2, and B3, and an 
ugly oil fire broke out in B3. While the flames were 
being smothered with foam, the ship's guns went on 
firing, 

Tltc dcstroycr-cscori For-stj-R (Lieutenant Com- 
mander I. F. Davis, U.S.N.R.) was ordered to go to 
the disabled DE’s assistance. At 0113 she edged up 
alongside Hoij)i:r and took off twelve critically in- 
jured men. Sixteen of the crew had perished in the 
torpedoing. 

Destroyer-escort Finer. (Lieutenant Commander J. 
W. Higgins, Jr., U.S.N.R.) transferred a doctor to the 
battered DE. At 0230 in the morning of .April 12 the 
ship was taken under tow by the rescue lug Mindi ul. 
About eight hours later she reached the harbor of 
Algiers. 

After a temporary repair job, concluded on May 
2-1, Hoijier was towed out by the tug Ciiocttaw to 
join a convoy bound for the States. On June 9, 19M, 
the crijiplcd destroyer-escort arrived in New York 
Navy Yard. There she was carefully examined by 
expert repair crews whose verdict was a hcaclshakc. 
Battle damage was loo extensive to warrant overhaul 
and rehabilitation. The DE’s first fight h.nd been her 
last. 

On September 13, 1914, the U.S.S. Holdfji was 
placed out of commission. 
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By dint of tremendous fire-power, plus a bit of 
luck, Convoys UGS-3G and UGS-37 had come 
through with relatively light ship-casualties. Not so 
fortunate was Convoy UGS-38. Another large Hamp- 
ton Roads-to-Bi/erte convoy, this ship-train was 
struck by tlie enemy oil Cape Bengut, Algeria, not 
far from the sj)ot where UGS-37 had been inter- 
cejned. 

Attack 07t Convoy UCS-3S 

The convoy consisted of Rf) merchant vessels, two 
Navy tankers, and the Coast Guard cutter Duant.. It 
was escorted by Task Force Gfi under commatid of 
Captain \V. M. Duvall. Tlie warships wliich com- 
posed this escort force arc enumerated below, 

TASK FORCE 66 

r-scouT roa 

CQ'NVOY UGS-3S 

C.G.C. Tant-Y Comdr. //• J. W'ucnsch, U.S.C.G. 

Flagsitif) of Task Force Commander Duvall 

Di-smtoYiat-f-scoitTs (coinniv 21 and couidiv -IG) 
Josni'n E. CAMrur.t.i, I A. Comdr. J. M. Robertson 

Flying the pennant of 


Cotndr. L. M. Markham, Jr., coMCOimtiv 21 


Laning 

Lt. Comdr. E. A. Shuman, Jr., U.S.N.R. 

Feciiteler 

Lt. C. n. Gill 

Fiske 

Lt. J. A. Comly, U.S.N.R. 

Mosley 

Lt. Comdr. J. A. Alger, Jr., U.S.C.G. 

Pride 

Comdr. R. R. Curry, U.S.C.G. 

Falgout 

Comdr. li. A. Meyer, U.S.C.G. 

Lowe 

Comdr. R. II. French, U.S.C.G. 

Menges 

Lt. Comdr. F. M. McCabe, U.S.C.G. 
Flying the pennant of 


Capt. R. E. Wood, U.S.C.G., comcortoiv 4G 
Newell Comdr. R. J. Roberts, U.S.C.G. 

Chase Ll. Comdr. G. O. Knapp, II, U.S.N.R. 

Fessenden Lt. Comdr. W. A. Dobbs, U.S.N.R. 

Destroyer Lansdale lA. Comdr. D. M. Sxuift* 

H.N.M.S. Heemskerck H.M.S. Sustain* 

A A Cruiser* (Minesweep) 

H.M.S. Speed* H.M.S. Vagrant* 

(Minesweep) (Fug) 

* Joined convoy in Mediterranean. 

Approaching Cape Bengut on the evening of April 
20, 1944, the convoy was steaming in 10-column for- 
mation. Three destroyer-escorts were stationed in the 
outer screen. Other DE's formed the inner screen 
which covered the front and both flanks of the con- 
voy. One DE was in “caboose position’’ astern. 


Three British submarines were in column, traveling 
with the convoy. 'Fhe Dutch AA cruiser Heemskerck 
and the American destroyer Lansdale were also on 
the convoy’s port beam. Mine vessel Speed was 
directly ahead of the convoy; Sustain svas on the 
starboard flank. (Heemskerck joined Task Force 66 
at Gibraltar. Among other things she was responsible 
for fighter-direction, air-warning guard, and main- 
tenance of contact with fighter sectors. Lansdale, 
Sustain, ami Speed joined at long. 2 W. They carried 
special jamming equipment.) 

In conformance with Vice Admiral Hewitt’s direc- 
tives. Captain Duvall emphasir-cd the gunner)- doc- 
trine to be observed by Task Force GG on the Medi- 
terranean haul. "Doctrine this area directs escorts to 
fne machine-guns only at seen targets at night and 
only when satisfied own ship’s position is known to 
plane. At longer ranges main-battery controlled fire 
only will be used.” 

The code word for an aircraft alarm was 
“Whoopee.’’ There were several daytime "whoopees’’ 
as the shiji train, steaming at 7.5 knots, approached 
Cape Bengut. But after dark the attackers were not 
detected until they svere almost on top of die ship- 
train. 

Excerpt from Captain Duvall’s Action Report: 

The att.ick was well planned. . . . The enemy em- 
ployed twilight and shore coverage to the fullest advan- 
tage, and further escaped detection by flying low over 
the water. Only torpedoes were used by the attacking 
planes, all of which apparently made straight nins. Nu- 
merous e.xplosions were heard by the various escorts. 
These explosions may have been from depth charges 
which were dropped by Pride for reasons unknown 
to Task Force Commander. . . . No shooting was done 
by the aircraft. No flares were used by tlie attacking 
planes. . . . No concerted attempt at smoke-laying was 
made by the escorts. . . , 

Captain Duvall also stated, "Effective fighter pro- 
tection xvas apparently totally lacking in the vtcimiy 
of the convoy.” 

The attack came from ahead on a bearing about 
100° true, the planes barely skimming die water 
and employing die dark shoreline as background to 
blur their silhouettes and to frustrate radar. De- 
stroyer-escort Lowe sighted five of the oncoming 
aircraft at 2103. In the gloaming they had appeared 
with the suddenness of a flight of bats. It was 
“Whoopeel" then, and no mistake. 

The onslaught was delivered in three waves. The 
first ivave, about nine Junker 88’s, veered asvay from 
the shore background and struck from dead ahead. 
Torpedoes, probably fired by the leaders of this 
group, crashed into the S.S. Paul Hamilton and 
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So the Navy’s Destroyer Force lost another warship 
on the Nazi-menaced Mediterranean run. And within 
a little over a fortniglit the Force was to lose still an- 
other. Before this next victim was downed, however, 
some of her comjjanions on that embattled sea road 
slew a U-boat marauder. 

Pride, J. E. Camj)bcll, Stislaiu, L’Akyon, Sencgnlais, 
and H.M.S. Blanhncy Kill U-571 

There was little rest for the Na\ 7 's escort forces on 
the main line of the ^Vcstern Mediterranean. Take 
Task Force GG, for example. Hardly had it conducted 
castbound Convoy UGS-38 into Bizerte, when it was 
ordered out on the reverse run with westbound CfU.S- 
38. Leave and liberty were short-term items on the site 
of ancient Carthage. 

GUS-3S was a big convoy. It contained 107 mer- 
chantmen formed in IG columns. 'Fhc escort included 
12 DE’s, a large Coast Guard cutter, and the British 
AA cruiser Diii.in. 

Task Force GG, steaming westward with Convoy 
GUS-38, had reached the dangerous waters below the 
southeast coast of Spain by moniirtg of May 3, I9M. 
In this area, where the Mediterranean bottle narrows 
into a neck, the Nazi enemy was ready and waitiirg 
for GUS-3S. And in the early hours of May 3 a sub- 
marine torpedo crashed into destroyer-escort Mr.Nciis, 
flagship of Captain R. E. \Vood, U.S.C.G., ComCort- 
Div 'IG. 

Mences had been patrolling 3,000 yards astern of 
tlie convoy. Shortly after midnight her radar spotted 
a target six miles astern. Captain \Vood ordered the 
DE to investigate. Mengics' skipper sent the crew to 
battle stations, and tlie ship streamed “foxer" (false 
targets) to outfox acoustic torpedoes. About 0050 the 
DE began to zigzag. At 0101 she increased speed to 
20 knots to close the range. The target disnpjreared, 
but a new spatter of "pips” flickered on the radar 
screen to confuse the issue. At 0115 Menci:s’ speed 
was slowed to 15 knots to facilitate sonar search. 
And tliree minutes after that a torpedo hit her in the 
stern. 

The blast carried away both propellers and rud- 
ders, and wrecked the after compartments of the ship. 
Thirty-one of the crew were slain in the explosion, 
and 25 were injured. The DE wallowed logily in tlie 
sea, paralyzed and almost defenseless. With the ex- 
ception of her forward batteries and four 20 mm’s, 
near the stack, all her weapons had been put out of 
commission. 

At 0140 Task Force Commander Duvall ordered 
two destroyer-escorts to leave the convoy screen, go 
to Menges’ assistance, and hunt down her assailant. 
These DE’s were Pride (Commander R. R. Curry, 


U.S.C.G.) and Joseph E. Campbell (Lieutenant J. M. 
Robertson), flagship of Commander L. M. Markham, 
Jr., ComCortDiv 21. 

At 0255 Pride picked up the submarine contact 
near Mengi^s, and the two able-bodied DE’s closed 
in to trap and exterminate the U-boat. It was soon 
ajiparent they were up against a wily customer. 

I'racking down the contact. Pride delivered tvo 
depth-charge attacks. An hour later the target was 
still on hand, so Pride and Campbell executed a 
creeping attack. Pride did the coaching, and Camp- 
bell drojiped a lot of depth charges. But tlicy did not 
execute the enemy. 

With daylight tinting the dark, the two DE’s ma- 
neuvered in for another creeping attack, which was 
delivered at OGOO. This time Campbell coaclied and 
Pride dropfjcd the charges. Down went more ’’dyna- 
mite" from Pride at 0G27. This bl.asting brought a 
sivarm of bubbles pojiping to the surface, and the 
hunters were confideiu they had damaged the U-boat. 
But the contact evaporated. The enemy might be 
playing ’possum. 

So another creeping attack was started at 0S07, and 
at 0833 a pattern of magnetic depth charges was 
dropped. Then the contact "got lost’’ and stayed lost. 

But the Division Commander was persistent. Pictur- 
ing the sub snugged down in the mud of some deep 
sea foxhole, Comander Markham ordered Campbell 
and Pride to go over the area irith a fine-tootJi comb. 

The two DE’s combed until 1030. No trace of the 
target— tlie U-boat might have dissolved like a lump 
of sugar in a cup of coffee. Vet the sub could not have 
disintegrated in such fashion without leaving a de- 
posit of scum on the surface— residue of some kind. 
And an undetected escape through the sonar net was 
highly unlikely. Commander Markham was con- 
vinced the U-boat was alive on the bottom. The hunt 
was continued along the lines of a systematic search. 

H.M.S. Bl/\nknev joined the searcli team tliat fore- 
noon. And at 1225 the American mine vessel Sustain 
and the Frencli destroyers L’Alcyon and Senegalais 
entered the game Throughout tlie afternoon of May 
3, and all evening, the five hunters cut intricate pat- 
terns across the seascape, probing for tlie enemy down 
under. At midnight the searcli was still going on. 

By 0200 of the 4th it ivas no longer hide-and-seek, 
but a game of come out, come out, ivherever you are. 
No submarine could endure much more than a day s 
submersion, and the hunted U-boat had now been 
under a good 24 hours. The aew would either suffo- 
cate or— 

At 0315 Senegalais made radar contact with a 
surfaced submarine. The French destroyermen fired 
starshells, spotted the U-boat’s silhouette, and blazed 
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away with ready guns. Meantime, Campbell and 
Pride were closing in at full speed, and maneuvering 
to block the sub’s escape to' the north. Blankney and 
Sustain blocked escape to the west. Moving at about 
12 knots, the sub headed southwest. At 0359 the 
U-boat submerged. Five minutes later Senegalais was 
struck in the stern by a torpedo. The blast smashed 
her fantail, but she remained afloat, more durable 
than her mortal enemy. 

At 0433 some shouting Germans were glimpsed in 
the water by lookouts on board the Sustain. The 
mine vessel steamed forward to investigate. In all, 41 
men and seven officers were picked up. Five of their 
fellows had gone down with the submarine, which 
had been abandoned at 0409. She was the U-371— one 
of the toughest Nazi subs to be sunk in the Medi- 
terranean. 

But the crew’s ability to endure depth-charge bar- 
rages, fouling air, nerve strain, and claustrophobia 
could not re-charge the sub’s electric batteries. Nor 
could human stamina make a U-boat invulnerable to 
surface gunfire. Tough as was U-371, she could not 
beat such a ‘hold-down" as was clamped on her by 
persistent Commander Markliam and his destroyer- 
men. 

Unfortunately the killing of this U-boat did not 
end the attack on Convoy GUS-38. The following day, 
destroyer-escort Fechteler was torpedoed. 

Loss of U.S.S. Fechteler 

One of the escorts for westbound Convoy GUS-38, 
destroyer-escort Fechteler (Lieutenant C. B. Gill) 
plodded on with the slow ship-train which took an 
evasive course after the submarine attack on U.S.S. 
Menges. The convoy swung southward toward Oran, 
then headed west. Early in the morning on May 5, 
1944, it was approaching the island of Alboran, a 
Spanish flyspeck in the center of the Mediterranean’s 
bottle-neck. 

About 0315, destroyer-escort Laning (Lieutenant 
Commander E. A. Shuman, Jr., U.S.N.R.) made 
radar contact with a strange vessel 13 miles distant. 
Presently the "pip” disappeared; the vessel had sub- 
merged. The submarine alarm was flashed, and the 
convoy made several course-changes, maneuvering to 
evade ambush. 

At 0345 Fechteler, covering a sector between the 
convoy and the sub’s reported position, was swinging 
right to follow a new course. The ship was still turn- 
ing when she was rocked by a thunderclap explosion. 
On the topside men were thrown from their footing 
on the bridge and at gun mounts. In the compart- 
ments below decks engineers and firemen were hurled 
against bulkheads or pitched into a jungle of shat- 


tered machines. Water spouted in through the 
smashed hull, and the destroyer-escort wallowed in 
helpless disablement. 

There were the usual acts of heroism— sailors plung- 
ing through steam and oil to rescue wounded ship- 
mates; all hands doing their utmost to save each other 
and the ship. But the torpedoed DE was beyond sav- 
ing. A few minutes after she was hit, the ship began to 
crack up. All hands abandoned at 0415. Then the 
ship snapped amidships and folded until bow and 
stern were almost perpendicular. About 0500 the 
wreckage exploded and sank. 

Some 186 survivors were picked up by the destroyer- 
escort Laning and a rescue tug. The rest of Fechte- 
ler’s crew either perished in the torpedo blast or 
went down with the wreckage. 

The submarine responsible for this sinking may 
have been the one detected by Laning’s radar 30 
minutes before the strike. Or it may have been a 
companion undersea-boat, fortuitously positioned in 
the convoy’s path. And tliere was still another possi- 
bility: the Fechteler sinking could have been the 
handiwork of a renegade Italian submarine. 

U.S. DD’s and British Aircraft Kill U-616 ("Operation 
Monstrous") 

Dealing death to destroyer-escort Fechteler and 
severe damage to destroyer-escort Menges and French 
destroyer Senegalais, the submarine onslaught on 
Convoy GUS-38 raised the temperature in Allied 
headquarters to thermite heat. When the undersea 
enemy struck again on May 14, ambushing Convoy 
GUS-39 and disabling two merchantmen by torpedo 
fire, the lid blew off. Determined to squelch the 
marauders operating in the waters between Spain and 
Algeria, Commander in Chief Mediterranean (CinC- 
Med) instituted one of the biggest submarine hunts 
ever staged in that sea— a hunt appropriately desig- 
nated "Operation Monstrous.” 

Launching the campaign. Allied commanders in 
the area tightened the A/S defenses and accelerated 
the A/S sweeps. British Coastal Command aircraft 
flew needle-eyed patrols, and American warships from 
Algiers and Mers-el-Kebir beat the undersea bushes 
for a trace of the enemy. It was a reckless U-boat 
commander who would dare to prowl in these 
precincts while this heat was on. 

Such a boat was the U-616. 

No sooner was the submarine detected on May 14, 
1944, than the wheels of the hunt went into motion. 
The search brought into action the aircraft of British 
Squadron 36. The destroyers, teamed up under 
squadron command of Captain A. F. Converse, in- 
cluded the following ships: 
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Ellyson Comdr. E. W. Longton 

Flagship of Capl. Converse 
Nields Comdr. A. R, Heckey 

Cleaves Comdr. B. L. Gurnette 

Hilary P. Jones Ll. Comdr. F. M. Stiesberg 

Macomb Lt. Comdr. George Hutchinson 

Hambleton Comdr. H. A. Renken 

Rodman Comdr. J. F. Foley 

Emmons Comdr. E. B. Billingsley 


All of these DD’s were veterans. And one of them, 
Commander Renken’s Hambleton, had a particu- 
larly long U-boat score to settle. She, it may be re- 
called, was the destroyer torpedoed in Fedala Roads 
during "Operation Torch”— the DD that, having 
been cut in two, foreshortened, and sewn together 
again, had gone home under her own power to be 
overhauled and re-lengthened. Then, at Oran on May 
4, she was ordered to Djijelli, Algeria, to pick up sur- 
vivors of the torpedoed destroyer-escort Menges. As 
one of her crew described it, she went out on the 
sub-hunt on May 14 "with blood in her eye." 

Hambleton was not the only destroyer out for a 
kill. Ellyson took first crack at the foe. She made a 
high-speed run to the point of first contact, which 
the aviators had marked with flares. After picking up 
sonar contact, Ellyson pitched in with a depth-charge 
attack. She treated the target to a full pattern, set to 
explode at “shallow.” 

In Ellyson’s wake the sea vomited and heaved, but 
it failed to disgorge any submarine. Unable to regain 
sonar contact, the destroyerraen began a box search, 
but to no avail. But they did detect a strong smell of 
Diesel oil. And in the morning of the 15th the look- 
outs sighted an undulant slick which extended across 
the water for ten miles. The sea had belched up some- 
thing, after all. 

Or, rather, the submarine had. The U-boat was still 
in existence, for a search plane spotted her on the 
surface some 10 miles west of the point of Ellyson’s 
attack. Captain Converse immediately raced Ellyson 
to the locale. The sub did not wait, and another box 
search for the undersea beast was begun. 

From morning until midnight of the 15th the 
destroyer squadron pursued the trail, hunting in two 
groups. The DD’s swept in to the Spanish coast the 
following day, combing the waters off Cap de Santa 
Pola. U-616 was not there. Her skipper had decided 
to run northeast, and that evening of the 16th the 
sub was loping along on the surface, heading toward 
the Riviera. 

At 2356 the U-boat was sighted by a British Well- 
ington bomber about 50 miles distant from Converse’s 
destroyers. The airmen passed the word, and the con- 


tact report was intercepted by both hunter-groups. 
They headed for the target at once, steaming at top 
speed on converging courses. 

At midnight the sub was racing for her life, with 
the two groups of huntsmen in hot pursuit, "This 
U-boat was not an ordinary one," a Hambleton man 
recalled, "The Nazi skipper used every trick of the 
trade to throw us off, and when he ran out of old ones 
he invented some new ones. But he couldn’t shake us 
that night. We were right on his heels, and he was 
running down a dead-end street.” 

Aware that his sub had been spotted from the air, 
the U-boat skipper released a number of decoy-radar 
balloons. “They were quite effective,” Captain Con- 
verse reported. “However, his own pip was stronger, 
steadier, and identifiable by the speed he was mak- 
ing." So the hunters relentlessly closed in. 

Macomb was the first DD to sight the target. Open- 
ing up with her searchlight, she speared the gray con- 
ning tower at 2,400 yards. Mistaking the destroyer’s 
light for that of an aircraft, the submariners opened 
fire with 20 ram. deck guns. Macomb’s 5-inch 38’s 
answered with an autlioritative roar. The sub made a 
running dive, and Macomb was on top of the target 
rvith depth charges at a rush. She dropped them deep, 
and followed with a pattern set to explode at 600 feet. 

Now Cleaves arrived on the spot, and a creeping 
attack was begun, with Macomb coaching. As sonar 
contact could not be regained, the attack went un- 
completed. 

At 0146 Nields stepped in to drop a pattern. Em- 
mons followed suit. Contact petered out entirely after 
tliese attacks, and another box search was set in mo- 
tion, seven DD’s participating. 

For four days the enemy had led the hunters in a 
chase all around Robin Hood’s Barn. And now, al- 
though they had him in the barn, he succeeded in hid- 
ing somewhere in the hay. ' 

Around and around the hunters circled, deter- 
mined to smoke out the quarry. Somewhere deep 
under, the sub glided and drifted with motors cut 
off, then ran for a moment to regain momentum, then 
slid silently to another level. But coast and fishtail as 
he would, the enemy could not shake the pursuit 
overhead. 

At 0645, with daylight on the seascape, Hambleton 
made the electrifying sonar contact about ten miles 
south of the point where contact had been lost at 
0230. Commander Renken conned the ship through 
two fast depth-charge runs, laying deep patterns set 
for 500-600 feet. Ellyson and Rodman closed in for 
a go at the target, and the other destroyers formed a 
circle with a four-mile radius encompassing the three 
DD’s at the hub. 
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The Germans had given up all hope of a win in 
the Mediterranean, But as long as they held Southern 
France they could strike %'cngcfully at all Allied forces 
and convoys within reach. They were fighting for a 
stalemate— a draw that would weary the Allies or 
wear them out. 

So "Operation Anvil"— an Allied assault on the 
Nazified Azure Coast— was in the cards. Sooner or 
later the Germans would have to be dislodged from 
this Riviera littoral— and the sooner it was done, the 
better the chance of ruining Hitler's stalemate 
strategy. 

Devised as a follow-up for "Neptune," "Operation 
Anvil" would not only liberate Southern France and 
relieve pressure on the southern flank of Fisenhower's 
armies in Normandy, but it would put Allied armies 
on Kcsselring’s Italian Riviera flank. It would give 
the Allies one of Europe's largest seaports— Marseilles. 
It would open the Rhone Valley for a drive on Paris. 
And, finally, it would practically eliminate the U- 
hont-Luftit'afJc menace in the Western Mediterra- 
nean. 

About the middle of .May the -Allied Strategic Air 
I'orcc began to bomb the highways, railroads, tunnels, 
and bridges on the fringe of the target area. ".Anvil" 
D-Day was set for August 15, 19 I1, on the assumption 
that by this date Eisenhower's forces would be well on 
their way across Nonnandy, and the Allies would be 
firmly established in Rome. 

Vice Admiral Hewitt was to command the "Anvil" 
naval force. Mission of this force was to land the 
American Seventh Army and the assault troops of the 
recently organized French Expeditionary Corps on 
three beachheads cast of Toulon. Fire-support and 
the usual amphilrious sen'ices were to be included in 
the naval mission. Also to be included were some 
services decidedly unusual. 

By w'ay of acquiring an advanced base, Free French 
forces seized Corsica in the autumn of 1913. On June 
19, 1914, French Army forces and an Allied naval 
task force captured neighboring Elba, Dominating 
the southern reaches of the Ligurian Sea, these islands 
were stepping stones to the French Riviera. 

By late July the "Anvil" invasion fleet ss'as assem- 
bling. Small craft were staged from the newly-cap- 
tured Corsican ports and from Naples. Down from 
Cherbourg came American fire-support ships— 
Augusta, Texas, Tuscaloosa, and the others wliich 
had bombarded that key Channel port. In from the 
Atlantic came U.S. cruisers, U.S. battleships, and 
carriers Kasaan Bay and Tulagi, and others. Seven 
British escort-carriers joined the fleet. So did British 
battleship Ramillies and seven British cruisers. So 
did French battleship Lorraine and five French 


cruisers. From Oran, Algiers, and Bizerte, from 
Palermo and Naples came troop ships, supply ships, 
and mcn-of-war. When the armada was finally as- 
.sembled it contained a total of 880 ships and craft, 
and 1,.370 ship-borne landing craft. This was truly a 
United Nations fleet. Its complement included 515 
United States war vessels, 283 British, 12 French, 
seven Creek, and 03 mcrcliant ships of various nation- 
alities. 

The destroyer representation (83 DD's) was typi- 
cally international— 17 United States: 27 British; 5 
French; 4 Greek, There were 8 American and 5 
French DE’s in the fleet (listed on next page). 

Some idea of the multitudinous duties assigned to 
the "tincans" may be obtained from .-Xdmiral Hewitt’s 
Operational Plan (OP Plan No. 4-‘14), 

DD's and DE's played an important role in this 
operation. DD's served in the Gunfire Support 
Group of eneh of the three Attach Forces (TFs Sf 
S5, and S7) and of the Support Force (TF S6), and 
in the screen of the Aircraft Carrier Force (TF SS). 
By far the greatest number, however, were assigned 
to the Anti-Submarine and Conroy Control Group 
(TG SO. 6) under Captain J. P. Clay, ComDes, Sth 
Fleet, who had -tl DD's (I-f United States, 21 Brit- 
ish, (i French) and 15 DE’s (S United States, 5 
French) under his command, , . . 

The tasks of TG SO, 6 were to escort convoys to 
assault area. To establish and maintain protective 
screen for the defense of shipping in the beach 
assault areas against submarine and E-boat or other 
surface attach. To provide "jammer^’ protection to 
important units. To provide relief DD’s to Fire 
Support Groups as required by Attach Force Com- 
manders. To assign DD's for diversionary and other 
special tasks as required. To conduct return Con- 
voy Control, organizing convoys and escorts in gen- 
eral conformity with Convoy Plan. To give par- 
ticular attention to movements of special-use LSTs 
and shuttles. And to maintain positive communica- 
tions with ij.S. Naval Liaison Beach Control 
Group to insure receipt of timely information of 
required diversion of incoming convoys to newly- 
opened beaches. . , . 

Additional radio transmitters were installed and 
additional communication officers, radio and signal 
personnel were embarked to handle the huge vol- 
ume of traffic. Destroyer Jouett (Commander J. C. 
Parham, Jr.) was used as the operational flagship of 
Captain Clay. 

From the foregoing it can be rightfully deduced 
that tlie destroyermen svho participated in the inva- 
sion of Southern France had their work cut out for 
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Preparations for Operation Anvil: Destroyers rendezvous at a 
port in Southern Italy with other ships of the task force assem- 
bled for the invasion of Southern France. Forty-seven A meric 


destroyers and eight Am.. :stroyer-escorl' 

American Seventh Army ■ h assault 

beachheads east of To"’ total. 


The Germans had given up all hope of a win in 
the Mediterranean. But as long as they held Southern 
France they could strike vengefully at all Allied forces 
and convoys within reach. They were fighting for a 
stalemate— a draw that would weary the Allies or 
tvear them out. 

So "Operation Anvil”— an Allied assault on the 
Nazified Azure Coast— was in the cards. Sooner or 
later the Germans would have to be dislodged from 
this Riviera littoral— and the sooner it was done, the 
better the chance of ruining Hitler’s stalemate 
strategy. 

Devised as a follow-up for "Neptune,” "Operation 
Anvil” would not only liberate Southern France and 
relieve pressure on the southern flank of Eisenhower’s 
armies in Normandy, but it would put Allied armies 
on Kesselring’s Italian Riviera flank. It would give 
the Allies one of Europe’s largest seaports— Marseilles. 
It would open the Rhone Valley for a drive on Paris. 
And, finally, it would practically eliminate the U- 
hodit-Luftwaffe menace in the Western Mediterra- 
nean. 

About the middle of May the Allied Strategic Air 
Force began to bomb the highways, railroads, tunnels, 
and bridges on the fringe of the target area. "Anvil” 
D-Day was set for August 15, 1944, on the assumption 
that by this date Eisenhower’s forces would be well on 
their way across Normandy, and the Allies would be 
firmly established in Rome. 

Vice Admiral Hewitt was to command the "Anvil” 
naval force. Mission of this force was to land tlie 
American Seventh Army and the assault troops of the 
recently organized French Expeditionary Corps on 
three beachheads east of Toulon. Fire-support and 
the usual amphibious services were to be included in 
the naval mission. Also to be included were some 
services decidedly unusual. 

By way of acquiring an advanced base. Free French 
forces seized Corsica in the autumn of 1943. On June 
19, 1944, French Army forces and an Allied naval 
task force captured neighboring Elba. Dominating 
the southern reaches of the Ligurian Sea, these islands 
were stepping stones to the French Riviera. 

By late July the "Anvil” invasion fleet was assem- 
bling. Small craft were staged from the newly-cap- 
tured Corsican ports and from Naples. Down from 
Cherbourg came American fire-support ships— 
Augusta, Texas, Tuscaloosa, and the others which 
had bombarded that key Channel port. In from the 
Atlantic came U.S. cruisers, U.S. battleships, and 
carriers Kasaan Bay and Tulagi, and others. Seven 
British escort-carriers joined the fleet. So did British 
battleship Ramillies and seven British cruisers. So 
did French battleship Lorraine and five French 


cruisers. From Oran, Algiers, and Bizerte, from 
Palermo and Naples came troop ships, supply ships, 
and men-of-war. When the armada was finally as- 
sembled it contained a total of 880 ships and craft, 
and 1,370 ship-borne landing craft. This was truly a 
United Nations fleet. Its complement included 515 
United States war vessels, 283 British, 12 French, 
seven Greek, and 63 merchant ships of various nation- 
alities. 

The destroyer representation (83 DD’s) was typi- 
cally international— 47 United States; 27 British; 5 
French; 4 Greek. There were 8 American and 5 
French DE’s in the fleet (listed on next page). 

Some idea of the multitudinous duties assigned to 
the "tincans” may be obtained from Admiral Hewitt’s 
Operational Plan (OP Plan No. 4-44). 

DD’s and DE’s played an important role in this 
operation. DD’s served in the Gunfire Support 
Group of each of the three Attack Forces (TF’s 84, 
S5, and 87) and of the Support Force (TF 86), and 
in the screen of the Aircraft Carrier Force (TF 88). 
By far the greatest number, however, were assigned 
to the Anti-Submarine and Convoy Control Group 
(TG 80.6) under Captain J. P. Clay, ComDes, 8th 
Fleet, who had 41 DD’s (14 United States, 21 Brit- 
ish, 6 French) and 13 DE’s (8 United States, 5 
French) under his command. . . . 

The tasks of TG 80.6 were to escort convoys to 
assault area. To establish and maintain protective 
screen for the defense of shipping in the beach 
assault areas against submarine and E-boat or other 
surface attack. To provide "jammer” protection to 
important units. To provide relief DD’s to Fire 
Support Groups as required by Attack Force Com- 
manders. To assign DD’s for diversionary and other 
special tasks as required. To conduct return Con- 
voy Control, organizing convoys and escorts in gen- 
eral conformity with Convoy Plan. To give par- 
ticular attention to movements of special-use LSTs 
and shuttles. And to maintain positive communica- 
tions with U.S. Naval Liaison Beach Control 
Group to insure receipt of timely information of 
required diversion of incoming convoys to newly- 
opened beaches. . . . 

Additional radio transmitters were installed and 
additional communication officers, radio and signal 
personnel were embarked to handle the huge vol- 
ume of traffic. Destroyer (Commander J. C. 

Parham, Jr.) was used as the operational flagship of 
Captain Clay. 

From the foregoing it can be rightfully deduced 
that the destroyermen who participated in the inva- 
sion of Southern France had their work cut out for 
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Preparations for Operation Anvil: Destroyers rendezvous at a destroyers and ei/ilil Amrriran drstrnyer-rirorls a^fidrd the 

port in Southern Italy xuitli other ships of the task force assent- Amerienn Seventh Army and Free French ntxnult trnofn nn three 

bled for the invasion of Southern France. Forty-seven American beachheads east of Toulon. Allied shipping totalled SSO units. 










/111 American dcslroycr a)i(l the french cruiser Gcor/^cs Lr\giics 
arc hracUcted hy An:/ salvos (hiring the Allied naval hoinhatd- 
inent of Toulon. Gunfire sufifioU had eained the respect of the 




Xazis in .Sicily and again at Salerno. Once more warship barrages 
hastened the success of the Allied forces. DD diversionary attacks 
had diverted the A'azi attention from the true landing area. 




A dcslroycr lays a protective smoke screen for V.S.S. Qiiiney lehilc the cruiser 
fires hy radar control at the A’azi defences in Toulon. Uritish, French, and 
Greek ships were numbered among those participating in Operation Anvil. 
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A human torpedo like the ones sunk by Ludlow 
and Madison. Madison holds the record with four 
kills and one probable. Some pilots were captured. 
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Luckily, it was a dud! When Endicott zuas hit hy a dud .shell from a Nazi cor- 
vette, one of her crew carried the live shell topside and heaved it overboard. 
The hit didn’t put the destroyer out of action. See page 577 for details. 


Some units of Italy’s fleet udiich surrendered at 
Taranto. Midget and sea-going subs (top), an 
midget sub, MAS boat, and destroyers (bottom). 
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Haines 
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them. Only the highlights o£ their effort can be re- 
counted herewith. 

Destroyers Versus Nazi Corvettes (Including a Dra- 
matic Diversion) 

The "Anvil" landings were scheduled for 0830, 
D-Day morning. All through the night of August 14- 
15 the Allied invasion ships were closing in on the 
French Riviera. Three main target beaches were 
located near the resort towns of St. Tropez, St. 
Maxime, and St. Raphael. Meantime, action devel- 
oped on the flanks of the target area where, on the 
one hand, enemy surface craft were unexpectedly en- 
countered, and on the other, a diversion was inten- 
tionally created. 

A few miles south of Port Cross and Levant Islands, 
destroyer Somers (Commander' W. C. Hughes, Jr.) 
was conducting a patrol, on the lookout for enemy 
submarines and surface craft. She was also on duty as 
a fire-support ship for an advance force which had 
gone ashore on the Isles d’Hyeres and on the main- 
land near Toulon. These troops went in at 0130. But 
H-Hour for "Anvil” was set for 0830, and Somers 
would have preferred to hold her fire until that time, 
lest a premature blast awaken the Nazi defenses and 
ruin the chances for a tactical surprise. 

In consequence Commander Hughes had a knotty 


problem on his hands when the radar watch, at 0347, 
reported two unidentified ships in the offing. Hoping 
they were friendly PT-boats known to be somewhere 
in the area, Hughes decided to track the "unknowns” 
at a distance, maintaining position to intercept 
should they turn toward the target beaches where 
invasion shipping was located. 

At 0430 the vessels were heading in a direction 
which promised trouble. Hughes ordered Somers 
forward to close the range, and at 0440 the destroyer 
challenged with signals flashed from her 12-inch 
searchlight. No answer. Making a showdown decision, 
Hughes ordered Somers’ gunners to open fire. A full 
salvo caught the first jaywalker with a solid hit. The 
gunners then shifted fire to the second vessel, the 
larger of the two, and broke it in half with a smash- 
ing fusillade. 

Fire was then concentrated on Vessel No. 1. In a 
short time the ship was dead in the water, blazing. 
As the enemy crew abandoned. Commander Hughes 
sent a party across the water to board the burning 
hulk. The Somers men made a rapid and efficient 
search, and got off just in time. Three minutes after 
they left the deck, the flaming derelict sank. 

The vessels summarily demolished by destroyer 
Somers were the German corvettes Camoscio and 
Escaburt. After the shooting, the destroyermen 
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picked up 99 survivors. Perhaps more valuable than 
this haul were the charts and documents which the 
boarding party had obtained. If Commander Plughes 
had been worried about tangling with the two cor- 
vettes, his doubts were dispelled by Rear Admiral 
Davidson’s endorsement of Somers' Action Report. 

The decision to open fire and disclose the pres- 
ence of Allied ships offshore was a difficult one to 
make. It is considered that the Commanding Offi- 
cer of the Somers took prompt and decisive action, 
displaying courage and initiative and sound reason- 
ing, and that he conducted the action with out- 
standing professional skill. The accuracy and vol- 
ume of fire from the Somers was overwhelming. 
The return fire from the Camoscio, as viewed from 
the flagship, was of short duration. 

The boarding party under the command of Lieu- 
tenant (jg) Hamblen carried out their search of 
the Camoscio with diligence and thoroughness in 
the face of grave danger from the ship capsizing 
and exploding. The charts of cleared channels in 
local water secured by this party were of great 
immediate value to the Task Force Commander. 

While Somers was discreetly shooting troublesome 
corvettes, a United States destroyer and consorts a 
few miles west of Toulon were indulging in some pur- 
posely indiscreet gunnery. This destroyer was die 
U.S.S. Endicott. In her company were British gun- 
boats Aphis and Scarab and several rambunctious 
PT-boats. 

If silence and blackout were imposed on the "An- 
vil” forces waiting for H-Hour to the east, there -were 
no such restraints to inhibit this little group to the 
west. Their mission called for an excursion in the 
coastal waters midway between Toulon and Mar- 
seilles, and when they reached a point off the beach 
at La Ciotat they were to create a five-alarm disturb- 
ance with no sounds barred. 

The purpose of this naval charivari was, of course, 
to attract attention, rattle the local area command, 
and convince the enemy that landing forces were 
about to swarm ashore at this point. While this 
storm in a teacup was diverting the Nazis, the real 
hurricane would strike the Riviera to the eastward. 

In over-all command was Captain H. C. Johnson 
of Rear Admiral Davidson's staff. Skippering de- 
stroyer Endicott was Lieutenant Commander John 
D. Bulkeley, who had starred as a PT-boater in the 
Philippines. The two British gunboats were under 
command of another well-known star. Lieutenant 
Commander Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. Serving as Special 
Operations Officer on Admiral Hewitt’s staff, Fair- 
banks had himself written the plan for the La Ciotat 


diversion. Now, on board H.M.S. Aphis, he was to 
act in the dynamic skit he had authored. 

The group went in to raise a rumpus, and they 
raised it. As Endicott and the gunboats smashed the 
quietude with a beach bombardment, the PT’s raced 
shoreward in a frenzy, making all the motions of an 
assault. 

The local reaction was immediate— wild volleys 
from startled sentinels, and a general view-halloo. To 
keep the pot boiling, Endicott and her consorts 
moved in the following night to plaster the Ciotat 
beach with another barrage. But the enemy did not 
counterattack until early in the morning of the I7th, 
when two large Nazi corvettes arrived on the scene 
just as the "invaders” were retiring from the area. 
In the dusk before daybreak the British gunboats 
were intercepted, and there was nothing sham about 
the battle that ensued. 

The corvettes were ugly specimens— an ex-Egyptian 
craft by name of Krmid Allah, and an ex-Italian, 
the Capriolo. Both out-weighed the British gunboats, 
and tile Capriolo carried torpedo tubes and 4.7-inch 
guns. 

The scrimmage promptly went against Fairbanks 
and his Britons. Aphis and Scarab were outgunned 
to begin with, elderly to go on with, and low on 
ammunition to end with. Raked by shellfire, they 
fled southward. The corvettes chased. At 0545 the 
Endicott received a call for help. 

Bulkeley headed the destroyer for the scene of 
action at 35 knots, and soon began throwing salvos at 
Kemid Allah, the larger of the two enemy vessels. 

Allah was fast, pugnacious, and fairly powerful. 
Still she would have been easy prey for Endicott had 
the destroyer’s main batteries been in working order. 
But only one 5-inch 38 was working. Endicott’s other 
three 5-inchers were out of kilter with jammed 
breech-blocks— casualties caused by over-heating from 
fast and furious fire during the simulated assault on 
La Ciotat. 

There was also Capriolo to be dealt with. Both 
corvettes hurled shells at Endicott, and she dodged 
through numerous straddles. A dud drilled through 
her hull, whistled into a forward compartment, and 
set fire to some bedding. Shipfitter L. J. Ashe helped 
to plug, the hole and smother the fire. Then he car- 
ried the live shell topside and tossed it overboard 
with his blessing. 

But in spite of close shaves, dud-damage, and 
handicapped batteries, Endicott pressed forward to 
close the range and keep the corvettes engaged. And 
early in the action a couple of Endicott projectiles 
slammed into the Allah’s engine-room, slowing that 
vessel to a crawl. The destroyer then shifted fire to 
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Capriolo, the more dangerous of the two corvettes. 
By this time Endicott’s gunners had one or two of 
the other 5-inchers operating, and the moment a gun 
could function it was fired at the foe. 

At 0648 the ex-Egyptian, slopping along with a 
port list, began to explode. The Nazi crew abandoned 
forthwith. Capriolo now shot her bolt by firing two 
torpedoes at the Endicott. As Bulkeley maneuvered 
his ship to avoid, two of the PT-boats, which had 
been sa-eening Endicott, dashed in to launch tor- 
pedoes at Capriolo. 

A blistering fire drove the PT’s back, and their 
underwater shots missed the mark. Then Endicott, 
at a range of 3,200 yards, fired two torpedoes which 
missed. It remained for gunboats Scarab and Aphis 
to tag the ex-Italian with a telling punch. Fairbanks 
biought them back into the battle with guns blazing, 
and at 0700 one of them staggered Capriolo with a 
direct hit. 

The Allah sank at 0709. A few minutes later 
Capriolo was foundering in a fiery shellstorm. Over- 
side scrambled as many Nazis as could make it, and 
the vessel sank at 0830. The destroyermen picked up 
169 prisoners; the gunboats grabbed 41. 

As seen against the panoramic holocaust of the 
“Anvil" offensive, the corvette battles fought by 
Somers and the Endicott group may seem like match- 
flare actions. But minor actions can be important. 

As has been noted, the information obtained 
through the Somers exploit was of decided value to 
Rear Admiral Davidson’s Support Force. And un- 
doubtedly the sham assault on La Ciotat by Endi- 
cott and company threw some of the Nazis off bal- 
ance and helped to draw their attention from the 
real landings. Only at St. Raphael did the assault 
teams meet stiff opposition, and that was more or less 
impromptu. 

The Nazis were certainly looking in the wrong 
direction when "Anvil” struck the beaches east of 
Toulon. It could be that they were watching the 
drama at La Ciotat— a British-American production 
directed by Henry C. Johnson, starring John D. 
Bulkeley and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., with a cast of 
Royal Navy gunboat sailors, American PT-boaters, 
and DesLant destroyermen. 

DD’s Versus MAS Torpedo-Boats, Schnellbooten, et 
Cetera 

At daybreak of the 15th the "Anvil” assault forces 
were ready. In the earlier hours of that morning thou- 
sands of paratroopers had been dropped inland to 
seize the main coastal highway from Toulon to 
Cannes. By sunrise the target beaches were practically 
sealed off. 


In many sectors the Germans, aware that rein- 
forcements would not be forthcoming, took to their 
heels. In a few sectors, notably at St. Raphael, the 
defenders stood their ground. Then Army and carrier 
aircraft went to work, and the "Anvil” fire-support 
ships opened up. 

Among the latter were destroyers Ellyson, Rod- 
man, Emmons, Hobson, Macomb, Fitch, Forrest, 
and Hambleton. Pillboxes, stone walls, cottages, 
villas, boathouses, yacht clubs, hotels— anything with- 
in range which might afford cover for a Nazi was lam- 
basted with 5-inch and 40 mm. fire. 

Meanwhile, the landings went steadily fonvard. 
Because the water off the Azure Coast is deep, the 
beach approaches could not be obstructed by such 
mine plants and underwater snares as blocked the 
shallows at "Utah" and "Omaha.” But the pretty 
little harbors were infested with MAS torpedo boats, 
Nazi Schnellbooten, explosive boats, armed trawlers, 
and other virulent warcraft of peculiar ilk and kid- 
ney. 

To destroyermen fell the job of sweeping up some 
of this naval ragtag and bobtail, the leftovers of the 
French and Italian fleets. But the Italian MAS tor- 
pedo boat and the German Schnellboot, Axis versions 
of the PT-boat, were fast, agile, and dangerous as all 
torpedo-carrying craft are dangerous. On the night of 
August 17-18 destroyers Frankford, Harding, Car- 
MiCK, and Satterlee had a brush with five of the 
MAS specimens. And Frankford (Lieutenant Com- 
mander J. L. Semmes), flagship of Captain H. Sand- 
ers, ComDesRon 18, had a close shave. 

Action began at 2324 when the destroyers, operat- 
ing in the outer line of the beachhead screen, made 
radar contact with four MAS boats racing through 
the dark. Harding (Commander G. G. Palmer) iiO' 
mediately gave chase. Frankford joined the pursuit, 
leaving the odier destroyers to maintain the screening 
line. 

The chase ran through midnight, the MAS boats 
pairing off as they fled. The destroyers overhauled. As 
they closed the range, Harding was skimmed by a 
machine-gun burst (no damage), and Frankford was 
jolted by what was probably a dud torpedo. Dealing 
swift reprisal, Harding blew up the first of her pair 
by gunfire, and rammed the second to the bottom- 
Frankford shot the third MAS boat to fragments, 
and captured the fourth, which was in sinking condi- 
tion. 

Incidentally, while Harding was about it, she came 
within an ace of ramming a Royal Air Force rescue- 
boat which accidentally became embroiled in the 
embroglio. Contacting this craft at close quarters, 
Harding flashed a challenge, and the boat failed to 
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answer. Taking her for another MAS specimen, the 
destroyer’s skipper maneuvered to ram, and only at 
the last moment was friendly recognition established. 

As it turned out, there was another MAS boat in 
the vicinity that night. But its presence in the area 
was of brief duration. It was spotted by destroyers 
Carmick (Commander R. O. Beer) and Satterlee 
(Lieutenant Commander R. W. Leach). Shortly there- 
after its existence was terminated by gunfire from 
these DD’s. 

However, MAS boats and other craft of the E-boat 
type remained a menace throughout the Riviera land- 
ings, and on the night of August 20-21, three Nazi 
Schnellbooten got loose and threatened to penetrate 
the area screen. 

They were detected by destroyer Charles F. 
Hughes (Lieutenant Commander "JC” G. Wilson), 
flagship of Commander V. Havard, Jr., ComDesDiv 
14. Chasing these marauders, the destroyermen had 
to tie on the knots. Whicli is to say, the Hughes 
sprinted at high speed. She sank one Schnellboot with 
gunfire, and damaged the other two, which were run 
aground and abandoned. The Hughes was assisted in 
this chase by destroyers Hilary P. Jones, Champlin, 
and Boyle, companions ivho blocked the sidelines to 
present the enemy’s escape. The destroyer Nields 
later searched along the shore in an attempt to find 
and demolish the craft which had been beached. Even 
Schnellbooten which had been run aground could 
take up a destroyer’s valuable time. 

But an alert watch for these venomous nuisances 
paid off with something else on the night of August 
26-27. On that night destroyer Ericsson (Lieutenant 
Commander B. H. Meyer) was patrolling off the St. 
Tropez sector. At 0050 in the morning of the 27th she 
made a suspicious radar contact. Companion de- 
stroyer Hambleton fired starshells to illuminate the 
seascape, but Ericsson could not see the target. How- 
ever, it was sighted by destroyer Ellyson, and this 
DD put on steam to track it down. 

The craft was finally overhauled by both Ericsson 
and Ellyson. A few salvos from the destroyers 
brought an answering display of red Very stars from 
the target vessel, which turned out to be a fishing 
trawler. The craft surrendered readily as the de- 
stroyers closed in. As a ship it was not much of a 
prize, but it contained some very interesting fish. 

On deck were four Nazi naval officers and 46 men, 
the entire crew of a U-boat. It seemed that this sub- 
marine, the U-230, had gone aground in the d’Hyeres 
Islands off Toulon the week before. Unable to budge 
the stranded sub, the crew had scuttled her, then 
abandoned in rubber boats. They were trying to 
sneak out of Toulon in the trawler when captured. 


MAS boats and Schnellbooten continued to plague 
the "Anvil” invasion fleet, and while destroyers 
chased these pests around, another type showed up. 
This was the explosive boat— a shallow-draught racer 
about 18 feet long, with a 5-foot beam, carrying a 
500-pound explosive charge. The boat had twin 
screws, no rudder, and a cockpit where the operator 
crouched over his instruments. He would drive the 
craft at top speed toward a target, then drop overside 
on a life raft as the boat rushed in to strike. A contact 
charge would sink the boat when it hit the mark, and 
an exploder device touched off the main charge four 
seconds later when the boat was a few feet under. 

Destroyers Gleaves (Lieutenant Commander W. 
M. Klee), while patrolling off the Italian Riviera be- 
tween San Remo and Oneglia, encountered a trio of 
these barracuda-like craft. About 0327 in the morning 
of October 2, the destroyer’s lookouts sighted a wake 
approacliing from the port bow. It looked like a tor- 
pedo. Then, as Lieutenant Commander Klee took the 
conn and the destroyer swung to avoid, the wake 
passed clear astern, and a second wake— clearly that of 
a racing boat— came foaming in on die starboard 
beam. 

The starboard battery was brought to bear, and a 
K-gun was fired. The depth charge boomed in the 
water ahead of the boat; the gunners riddled the 
craft; and the boat vanished in a blurt of flame. 

Within the next ten minutes, two more explosive 
boats were sighted on the ship’s port bow. One passed 
about 300 yards astern, and one zipped down the port 
side, no more than 50 feet away. Making hairpin 
turns, the two boats took position on either side of 
Gleaves’ wake and came racing along at the de- 
stroyer’s heels. As they appeared to be gaining. Lieu- 
tenant Commander Klee called for top speed. An 
“ashcan” was rolled from the rack, and a K-gun was 
fired. The first charge failed to detonate, but the 
second blew the pursuing boats into matchwood. 

After daylight Gleaves returned to the vicinity of 
this water carnival and picked up two of the explo- 
sive-boat operators. She also captured an undamaged 
explosive boat, gingerly picking up this novelty with 
her davits and stowing it on deck as Exhibit A for 
future examination. The captive operators were 
much chagrined at having failed to hit the destroyer. 

Another and even more dangerous naval novelty 
made its appearance off the Riviera early in Septem- 
ber. As a destroyer officer put it, "This was one for the 
booki” Certainly it was one for a destroyer history. It 
was the "Human Torpedol” 

Destroyers Versus Human Torpedoes 

What induces a man to become a human torpedo? 


379 



The question is not entirely academic, for this sui- 
cidal stunt was of more than passing interest to the 
Navy when the performance was staged during "Op- 
eration Anvil.” 

Was it a desperate measure of bankrupt defense 
forces turning to last resorts? Or was it the manifesta- 
tion of a bankrupt Nazidom indulging the psychology 
of Gotterdammerung? 

In any event the German twilight had set in, and 
out of this twilight came the human torpedo. One of 
the earliest encounters with these fantastic freaks in- 
volved the American destroyer Ludlow (Lieutenant 
Commander W. R. Barnes). 

On the morning of September 5, 1944, Ludlow and 
the French light cruiser Le Malin were patrolling off 
Cape Forrat near Monte Carlo. Operating as a fire- 
support group, the two warships were waiting for 
calls from shore fire-control parties advancing with 
American troops along the Riviera toward Menton. 

Then, about 0810, a lookout on board Le Malin 
spied a queer-looking object rippling along through 
the sun-glazed water. An object that looked incredi-' 
bly like a bubble containing a human head. 

The captain of Le Malin fixed fascinated binocu- 
lars on tlie object. The thing was now about 1,200 
yards away, moving through the water at 6 or 7 knots, 
and leaving a thin, lacy wake. "It was,” stated Cap- 
tain Ballande, "a glass— or plexiglass— dome, about 20 
inches long and 20 inches high . . . . We identified this 
object as the lookout station of a human torpedo.” 

The French light cruiser was of a type classified as 
an anti-torpedo-boat ship, but the target in focus was 
not common to her experience. Le Malin immedi- 
ately treated it to 20 mm. and 40 mm. fire. Captain 
Ballande’s statement continues: ‘‘With my binoculars 
I could see very distinctly the head of the pilot in the 
torpedo when the splashes did not conceal the glass 
dome. At 0819 the dome of the human torpedo slowly 
settled in the water. No hits were observed.” 

Meanwhile, word had been passed to Ludlow over 
the TBS, and the destroyer now made a high-speed 
run to drop depth charges on the spot where the 
weird target had submerged. The water was still 
booming when lookouts sighted a man swimming 
about a half mile away. Ludlow sidled over and 
picked up Seaman Joseph Schwarz of the German 
Navy. 

This capture was made at 0830. And while the Nazi 
was being hoisted from the sea, Le Malin reported 
more human torpedoes in the vicinity. At 0848 Lud- 
low’s lookouts sighted one dead ahead. The thing 
was crossing Ludlow’s bow, and Lieutenant Com- 
mander Barnes ordered full speed ahead for a depth- 
charge attack. The target sank, then reappeared in 


the form of a swimmer who seemed anxious to get 
out of the way when the destroyermen, aiming to 
detonate any near-by underwater weapon, fired a 
depth-charge salvo at 300 yards range. At this the 
swimmer wildly waved his arms in signal of sur- 
render. 

While Ludlow was stopping to capture this second 
torpedo-pilot, a third human torpedo was spotted 
some 2,500 yards ahead. As French cruiser Le Maun 
was in line of fire beyond the target, Ludlow’s gun- 
ers were deprived of a chance to sharpshoot; and the 
destroyer once more dashed forward to attack with 
depth charges. 

As the range closed, the glass "bubble” could be 
plainly seen. And so could the occupant, who was 
making frantic efforts to extricate himself from this 
transparent trap. When the destroyer was about 500 
yards away, the torpedo-pilot managed to break out 
of the plexiglass dome and get clear. The torpedo’s 
tail jutted out of the water, then the thing sank 
harmlessly as the pilot shouted for rescue. He was 
picked up as a prize by cruiser Le Malin. 

According to tlie captured pilots, the specimens 
downed by Ludlow and Le Malin were human tor- 
pedoes of the "one man” type. Evidently some of the 
breed had two heads. It may have been one of these 
two-headed specimens that Hilary P. Jones demol- 
ished off Menton on September 10. Because the tor- 
pedo was submerged when spotted, and the human 
element was killed, the make-up of the thing was 
hard to determine. 

There were about a dozen human torpedoes operat- 
ing in the area that morning. Working as a fire-sup- 
port ship for Army forces ashore, the Jones could not 
devote immediate attention to these Nazi freaks. She 
was in the firing area shooting at shore targets, and 
her gunners were hard at it when a shore fire-control 
party reported a midget submarine ofif the Menton 
breakwater. 

A PT-boat was sent to deal with this trouble-maker, 
but the PT crew could not locate the sub. They did, 
however, sight and chase a human torpedo. And ap- 
parently they chased it toward Hilary P. Jones. For 
as soon as her firing mission was over, Jones received 
word from the shore fire-control party that an under- 
water target was now in her vicinity. 

The destroyer’s lookouts could see nothing. But the 
shore fire-control party, perched on the side of a 
mountain, could see the object clearly. As directed by, 
the spotter ashore, Jones' skipper. Lieutenant Com- 
mander F. M. Stiesberg, maneuvered the destroyer to 
close the range. 

The destroyermen were still unable to see the 
target, but with information from the spotter ashore 
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they opened fire. After two spots from the men on the 
mountainside, the human torpedo appeared on the 
surface, and direct fire was opened on the target. The 
salvos must have hit the glassy bull’s-eye, for the 
torpedo disappeared, leaving in its wake a swimming 
survivor, who headed for the beach. He never made 
it. Jones fired a final salvo to finish off the torpedo, 
and it- finished off the “human,” as well. 

The shooting off Menton was unique in respect to 
both target and gunnery. The human torpedo may 
have been a larger-than-usual specimen. And this was 
probably the first time in history that a warship fired 
on a sea-going target while a fire-control party ashore 
called the shots. 

But the .Nemesis of the human torpedoes that day 
was destroyer Madison (Commander D. A. Stuart). 
Operating off Cape Martin in the Menton area, she 
ran into a school of these queer fish. The first was 
sighted at 0718. The fish-eye globe was only 500 yards 
distant, and Commander Stuart directed speedy ma- 
neuvering to avoid. Then Madison’s gunners sprayed 
40 mm. and 20 mm. fire at the target. A nearby PT- 
boat simultaneously shot at the glass dome. The tor- 
pedo went under, and the PT-boat captured the half- 
drowned operator. 

At 0743 a scouting plane from the cruiser Brook- 
lyn sighted another human torpedo south of Cape 
-Martin. Madison and the PT-boat raced to the spot. 
Gunfire from the PT and depth charges from Madi- 
son disposed of this item. 

An hour or so later, while Madison was delivering 
a shore bombardment, a third human torpedo was 
sighted. At 0900 Madison opened fire at about five- 
mile range. Two salvos were seen to straddle. The 
target disappeared, and was scored as a "probable.” 

Eight minutes after that, another of these contriv- 
ances showed up on the seascape. Madison attacked 
with depth charges and gunfire, sank the torpedo, and 
picked up the injured pilot. 

She nailed a fifth human torpedo shortly after noon, 
having sighted the “bubble” some 1,000 yards distant 
to starboard. A few 5-inch salvos and a couple of 
depth charges put an end to the affair. 

With four certains and a probable on her record, 
Madison was the champion human-torpedo shooter 
of the “Anvil” destroyer fleet. And after her field-day 
performance, the torpedo-pilots evidently gave up 
trying to die for Hitler the hard way. 

The human torpedoes were menacing enough, and 
their freakish effort could not be discounted as one 
primarily designed for a spectacular display of hari- 
kiri. Potentially the torpedo contraption was danger- 
ous. His head in a plexiglass cupola, the pilot 
crouched in a watertight housing or cabin astride the 


torpedo. Literally riding the torpedo, he could aim it, 
then detach it from the housing, and let it rip. 

According to the captured operators, the torpedoes 
were electric, and left no wake. They could dive to 
100 feet (if the pilot had the nerve), and in effect they 
were miniature midget submarines. 

Still, the device was wholly impractical when used 
as a weapon against warships, as the Riviera demon- 
stration revealed. Anchored shipping might have 
been vulnerable, if unprotected. Against a man-of-war 
the merman-torpedo had no chance. 

The pilots complained that they couldn’t aim the 
torpedoes at fast-moving targets. To aim at anything 
they had to get their glass domes above the surface, 
and a single machine-gun bullet could smash it. 

The captured operators confessed to a fear of gun- 
fire, but claimed they were unafraid of depth charges 
—an assertion hardly substantiated by their hasty sur- 
renders when depth charges or shells were thrown. 

There remains the question of what induces a man 
to become a human torpedo to begin with. Consider 
one of the characters captured by the U.S.S. Ludlow. 
Hauled to the deck, he is seen as a young man wear- 
ing blouse and shorts, swimming shoes, life jacket, 
and some sort of rescue breather. On his thigh is the 
holster of a fine Luger pistol which he has readily sur- 
rendered along with himself. He is exhausted; drip- 
ping. But when presented to Ludlow’s Commanding 
Officer, he stands rigid, heels together, eyes front. 

Name? He answers to the absolutely improbable 
name of Parsival Heller. 

Rank? "Steurmaun’s Obergefreiter/' 

Serial number? "WI 8894/42." 

Other questions, too, he answers willingly enough— 
about the number of human torpedoes in the area; 
their make-up, speed, diving depth, and so on. His 
testimony contributes to the evidence that the Ger- 
man commanders were desperately using last-resort 
measures against the ships off the Riviera. 

But as to why such characters volunteered for the 
duty— who knows? 

"Girl trouble,” a destroyer officer suggested. “I’ve 
heard that men used to join the French Foreign 
Legion because they were disappointed in love.” 

One could imagine a Parsival Heller admitting as 
much. “I became a Foreign Legionnaire because I 
was disappointed in love, Und I became a human 
torpedo because I was disappointed in the Foreign 
Legion.” 

Destroyers in “Anvil” Chorus (Featuring Madison 
and H. P. Jones) 

The destroyers in “Operation Anvil” did not spend 
all or even a great part of their time chasing the 
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corvettes, MAS boats, Schnellbooten, explosive boats, 
and human torpedoes that came rat-racing out of the 
Riviera waterfront. Covering the landings and the 
movements of the forces ashore, the fire-support DD’s 
were particularly busy with shore bombardments. 

Madison, for example, was in on tlie siege of several 
of the coast towns. During one tour of duty which 
lasted from August 17 to September 25, she fired 
steadily in support of the Allied left and right flanks, 
expending 1,426 rounds of 5-inch 38 ammunition. In 
all she conducted 31 shore bombardment missions. 

Hambleton, Ludlow, Ellyson, Ericsson— tliese 
and other destroyers were similarly occupied during 
the invasion of Southern France. Perhaps one of the 
best examples of destroyer-work in an invasion opera- 
tion comes from the industrious DD which was skip- 
pered by Lieutenant Commander F. M. Stiesberg. 
Here is a page from the war diary of the Hilary P. 
Jones. 

During period 8-30 September, 1944, a total of 38 
successful fire-support missions were fired for the First 
Airborne Task Force on targets as follows: 

(a) Troops and gun positions. 

(b) Flak wagon destroyed. 

(c) Self-propelled gun destroyed. 

(d) Ammunition dumps destroyed. 

(e) German Headquarters badly damaged. 

(f) Observation post, covered. 

(g) Bridge cut. 

(h) Bridge damaged. 

(i) Vehicles destroyed. 

In the same period, the following targets were en- 
gaged while standing by in fire-support area or 
during bombardments of St. Remo and Maurizio 
harbors: 

(a) Coastal freighter, 200-foot— destroyed. 

(b) Three "F” lighters loaded with ammunition 
destroyed. 

(c) Three large MAS destroyed. 

Nine small MAS destroyed. 

Two MAS damaged. 

(d) Tug damaged by direct hit. 

(e) Two or three small motorboats destroyed. 

(f) Four or five small scows destroyed. 

(g) Explosive boat destroyed. 

(h) Two human torpedoes destroyed. 

(i) Midget sub accurately attacked, believed de- 
stroyed. 

(j) Railroad car destroyed. 

Two railroad cars damaged. 

(k) Three vehicles destroyed. 

(l) Two 88 mm. guns knocked out. 


(m) Eight coastal or heavy flak batteries silenced. 

(n) Three ammunition dumps blown up. 

(o) Small power-house destroyed. 

(p) Highway bridge cut. 

(q) Tunnel blocked. 

(r) Railroad cut retainer-wall destroyed. 

(s) Large oil storage tank destroyed. 

(t) Eight large fires on jetty and of combustible 
stores in harbor area. 

Ammunition Expended: 3,450 AA, Common; 80 
Common; 22 Smoke; 11 Star— Total, 3,563 rounds. 

It is clear the men in Hilary P. Jones were not 
sitting on their hands. Neither were any of the de- 
stroyermen who worked in “Operation Anvil.” 

Mediterranean Finale 

Marseilles and Toulon were in Allied hands by 
August 29. Toulon furnished the Allies with a fine 
naval base, and the great seaport of Marseilles was the 
door to Southern France— a portal for troops and sup- 
plies which could go up the Rhone Valley, special 
delivery, to General Eisenhower. 

Two weeks after the Riviera landings, the vanguard 
of General Patch’s Seventh Army reached Lyons on 
the main line to Paris. Meantime, the French Forces 
of the Interior came out from underground and har- 
ried the retreating Nazis. The whole German defense 
system in South and Central France was crumbling. 
Even before the capture of Marseilles and Lyons, the 
French Partisans in Paris had risen to smite their 
would-be conquerors. On August 25 French troops 
under Major General Jacques Leclerc marched down 
the Champs Elysee, and the trapped Germans sur- 
rendered. 

Along the eastern Riviera the scufiling would con- 
tinue throughout the autumn. And in Northern Italy 
tlie Nazis would hang on. But the Wehrmacht had 
started its retreat for the Rhine. In the east the 
Russians were driving implacably forward; in the 
west Eisenhower’s armies were smashing ahead; the 
“Thousand Year Reich” was doomed. For the Ger- 
mans could no longer operate in the Mediterranean, 
and the whole southern frontier of their Festung 
Europa was exposed to invasion. 

The American destroyers which had fought their 
way from North Africa to Southern France could now 
devote full time to the Atlantic where wolfpacks were 
still on the prowl. Doenitz was promising to launch a 
great Schnorkel offensive— as soon as he had enough 
Schnorkels. 

But he never had enough. After the "Anvil” chorus 
boomed out, the U-boat effort in the Atlantic was a 
swan song. 
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CHAPTER 29 


CENTRAL PACIFIC PUSH 

(FROM THE GILBERTS TO SAIPAN) 



DD’s to the Gilberts (Battle for Tarawa) 

While the destroyers of Burke, Moosbrugger, Simpson, and their 
contemporaries were chasing Japanese warships, marus, and barges 
out of the Upper Solomons, in the Central Pacific, Admiral Nimitz 
had decided that the time had come to excise the Gilbert Islands 
from the Japanese Empire. 

It would not be the first time Pacific Fleet destroyers visited the 
Gilberts area. On October 22, 1 942, destroyers Lamson (Lieutenant 
Commander P. H. Fitzgerald), flagship of Commander L. A. Aber- 
crombie, ComDesDiv 9, and Mahan (Commander R. W. Simpson) 
had raided enemy shipping in that area. 


The Gilberts raid of the two destroyers called for 
a deep penetration of enemy sea territory. Small in 
land area, the Gilberts are spread out over a Pacific 
expanse the size of Texas. Jap warships were at that 
time all over the lot. But the destroyer raiders struck 
boldly, shot accurately, and left behind them on the 
bottom a Jap schooner laden with gasoline, and the 
ex-Jap gunboat Hakkaisan Maru, which had proba- 
bly been fuelling the Emperor’s submarines. 

Endorsing Commander Abercrombie’s Action Re- 
port, Admiral Halsey wrote: “The subject raid was 
well planned and efficiently executed.” 

Thereafter, American submarines took over the 
Gilbert blockade, and further surface action there 
waited on the development of the Fast Carrier Task 
Force. Outgrowth of the original carrier force of 1942 
and early 1943, the Fast Carrier Task Force eventu- 
ally included three or four task groups, with each 
group composed of some five aircraft carriers, several 
battleships, a half dozen cruisers, and about twenty 
destroyers. 

By September, 1943, the Fast Carrier Task Force 
had matured and was ready for the invasion of the 
Gilberts. The operation was designated “Galvanic.” 
Landings on Makin, Tarawa, and Apamama were 


scheduled for the morning of November 21. The first 
assault on strongly fortified enemy atolls in the Cen- 
tral Pacific, the "Galvanic” operation would employ 
a force of 1 18 warships and a large fleet of transports, 
supply ships, and auxiliary vessels. Invasion forces 
were placed under the command of Vice Admiral 
R. A. Spruance. The Assault Force was led by Rear 
Admiral R. K. Turner. The carriers were under Rear 
Admiral C. A. Pownall. Additional air support was 
furnished by Rear Admiral J. H. Hoover’s shore- 
based air forces. 

Altogether some 54 DesPac destroyers and six DE s 
served with the forces dispatched to the Gilberts. For 
the most part the destroyermen had little to do. At 
the southern end of the Gilbert group, Apamama fell 
easily into the hands of a small company of Marines 
landed on the beach by the submarine Nautilus and 
the destroyer Gansevoort (Lieutenant Commander 
J. M. Steinbeck). At the northern end Makin was 
swiftly taken. Tarawa, in the center, was tough— a 
porcupine of barbed wire entanglements, redoubts, 
pillboxes, and Japs who seemed immune to air 
bombs. 

Tarawa is essentially the story of the Marines, and 
the details of their struggle on the beaches and amid 
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the palms will be accorded heroic treatment in any 
history o£ land or amphibious warfare. For the most 
part tire destroyers, after delivering the preliminary 
bombardment, played the role of bystanders. Two 
destroyers, however, were more prominently involved. 
They were Ringgold (Commander T. F. Conley, Jr.), 
flying tlie pennant of Commander H. Crommelin, 
ComDesDiv 50, and Dashiell (Commander J. B. Mc- 
Lean). These ships composed Fire Support Section 
Four of Rear Admiral H. F. Kingman’s Support 
Group operating with the Southern Attack Force 
under Rear Admiral H. W. Hill. On tlie night of 
October 19-20 Ringgold was sent ahead to locate a 
point on the approach course betiveen the two atolls 
of Tarawa and Maiana. 

Then, at 2100, Ringgold’s radar, w'hich had just 
picked up Tarawa, detected a surface target at seven 
miles range. On the radar screen the “pip” resem- 
bled nothing so much as an enemy patrol vessel. Over 
TBS Commander Conley reported the contact. After 
a similar report from several other ships. Admiral 
Hill gave Ringgold’s skipper permission to open fire. 
Conley lined up the target and fired two “fish.” One 
seems to have prematured. The other made a circular 
run. The target slowed down but kept on going. 

Thereupon, the destroyermen opened up on the 
target with 5-inch. Cruiser Santa Fe joined the shoot- 
ing. After nine minutes of gunnery the target disap- 
peared. It looked like a “sunk," and the Task Force 
Commander signalled Ringgold a 

WELL DONE 

However, for submarine Nautilus (Commander 
W. D. Invin) and 78 U.S. Marines, the shooting was 
not so good. The big V-boat had been on her way to 
Apamama with the Leathernecks, and somebody had 
failed either to send or to get the word. At any rate. 
Admiral Hill’s Attack Force had not been advised of 
the submarine’s presence in the waters between 
Tarawa and Maiana, and when Ringgold picked up 
Nautilus on her radar, she naturally identified her as 
"enemy.” 

Luckily the only hit scored on Nautilus was a 
5-inch projectile that slammed into her conning 
tower and failed to explode. Also a near miss rup- 
tured a water line as the Nautilus frantically sub- 
merged. But aside from these injuries and a bad case 
of nerves, the big transport submarine got away with- 
out serious trouble. But as one naval officer subse- 
quently remarked, “It’s better not to count on luck. 
It’s safer to get the wordi” 

Ringgold herself was damaged when she entered 
Tarawa lagoon that morning about 0700 to support 
a pair of minesweepers which were working in-shore, 


and to lend fire support to assault troops. Accompany- 
ing Ringgold was destroyer Dashiell. Jap shore bat- 
teries were flinging hot salvos at the minesweepers, 
and the two DD’s opened up with a shattering return 
fire. At one point Dashiell went so close to the beach 
that, as a sailor expressed it, the Japs could have hit 
her with rocks. Firing pointblank, the destroyers 
hurled a tremendous weight of ammunition at the 
enemy gun emplacements. Ringgold fired 1,755 
rounds of 5-inch; Dashiell fired 1,800 rounds. In 
return Ringgold was slashed by tivo 5-inch shells. 
One of them smashed into the after engine-room. As 
a stream of water shot into tlie compartment, Lieu- 
tenant W. A. Parker, ship’s Engineer Officer, looked 
desperately for a plug to cork the hole. Finding none, 
he flung his shoulder into the breach, plugging the 
leak in this fashion until conventional material was 
rushed in. 

The chief stumbling block at Tarawa was Betio 
Island at the southwest extremity of the atoll. Ulti- 
mately some 15,000 Marines were landed on this islet 
before the 3,000 Japs of the garrison could be rooted 
out. While the battle for Betio was going on, a 
Japanese torpedo-bomber broke through die AA bar- 
rage and stabbed three torpedoes into the light 
carrier Independence. 

But all in all, the destroyer AA gunners had a rela- 
tively easy time of it. The hot fight was ashore, and 
the biggest menace to the Navy at Tarawa was the 
omnipresent threat of enemy submarines. 

Frazier and Meade Sink 1-35 

Six Japanese I-boats, dispatched to the Gilberts, 
did not arrive in time to intercept the invasion forces, 
but two of them managed to get themselves inter- 
cepted. 

In the afternoon of November 22, while screening 
the heavy units of a cruiser division about nine miles 
northwest of Betio, destroyer Meade (Lieutenant 
Commander J. Munholland) put a “pinging” finger 
on an undersea target. Meade’s report brought de- 
stroyer Frazier (Commander E. M. Brown) on die 
run to join the hunt. 

The destroyers jockeyed into attack position; the 
“ashcans” were sent rolling; patterned explosions 
thudded under the sea. The sub, when detected, was 
at shallow depth, and the blasting must have hamp- 
ered her diving capacity. Up came a great swirl of 
oil which clogged the air with fumes. The DD’s 
immediately deposited four more depth charges on 
the fringe of the oil slick. 

Results were prompt. The sub came thrashing to 
the surface, and Japs scrambled out of the conning 
tower. Both destroyers opened fire as the I-boat 
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broached. Pummclcd by 5-inch and <10 mm. fire, the 
submarine pitched and rolled in a torment of TNT. 
Then Frazier raced in to ram. Like a ploughshare, 
the destroyer’s bow sliced into the sub’s pressure hull 
just aft of the conning tower. Frazier backed off, and 
the I-boat, with the sea pouring into its vitals, 
plunged to the bottom. 

Two survivors, fished from the sea, identified the 
sunken sub as the 1-35. 

Radford Kills 1-19 

The submarine which had torpedoed Wasp on 
September 15, 1912, and which may have been re- 
sponsible for the torpedoing of North Caromna on 
that same date, was the Imperial Navy’s I- 1 9. lint this 
ship-killer met her match on the evening of Novem- 
ber 25, 1913, when she surfaced in the waters off 
Tarawa. At that hour she ran into two hard-hitting 
Radfords— Rear Admiral A. ^V. Radford, Commander 
of Task Group 50.2, and destroyer Radiori) (Com- 
mander G. E, Griggs). 

Rear Admiral Radford's group had just repelled a 
torpedo-plane attack when destroyer Rauioru’s sur- 
face radar detected the killer sid). The time was 2019. 
The range was about eight miles. Radioiu), in the 
van, was ordered to peel off and do the investigating. 

At 2130 the "pip" disappeared from the screen- 
moaning submarine. Ten minutes later Radeord 
tagged the submerged target with her sonar gear, and 
her skipjier conned the destroyer for seven runs over 
the target. Several of the runs tverc "dry," but enough 
of them were of the type which liquidates submarines. 
Down went the ‘‘ashcans’’ and ujj came the rubbish. 
The destroyermen smelled Diesel oil for the rest of 
the night, and an expansive oil slick was sighted. The 
following morning, aircraft noted a great strew of 
flotsam which included wood, cork, and various in- 
definable remnants of submarining. 

A post-war examination of Japanese records dis- 
closed tlie number of Radford’s victim— 1-19. This 
was Radford’s second submarine kill of the year, her 
first being RO-101. And the kill came just in time to 
offset somewhat a staggering smash dealt the Na^'y by 
an I-boat on tire previous day. That smash had sent to 
the bottom the escort-carrier Liscome Bay. 

"Galvanic” Conclusion (Liscome Bay Lost; Gilberts 
Won) 

About 0505 in the morning of November 23, a 
submarine alarm sent the crew of Rear Admiral H. 
M. Mullinix's flagship, the "jeep carrier" Liscome 
Bay, to General Quarters. Steaming with her in for- 
mation were carriers Coral Sea and Corregidor, 
battleships New Mexico and Mississippi, cruiser Bal- 


timore, and screen destroyers Franks, Hughes, Mor- 
ris, Maury, Gridley, and Hull. The ships were 
members of Rear Admiral Turner’s Northern Attack 
Force, and when the submarine alarm clanged in the 
early morning dark they were about 20 miles off 
Makin Island. 

Ordered to investigate the contact, a destroyer 
sliced aw’ay from the formation and raced off through 
the gray darkness. The other DD’s strained their elec- 
tronic eyes and cars in an effort to detect the intruder. 
But the sub was already within striking distance. A 
luminous wake streaked the water near Liscome Bay, 
Someone shouted, ''Torpcdol” The carrier was given 
no time to dodge. In a matter of seconds the "Long 
Lance’’ torpedo with its souped-up war head sunck 
home, sending a wave of flame leaping through the 
vessel’s interior. With a sea-quaking roar the carrier’s 
top blew off. A pillar of fire shot a tliousand feet in 
the air. Debris landed on ships over a half-mile away. 
Twenty-five minutes later Liscome Bay lurclicd over 
on her beam and sank in a sea of blazing oil. Of the 
thousand officers and men who had manned her, some 
fiaO perished with the ship; with one blow tlie enemy 
sub had killed almost as many Amcricins as were 
slain in the battle for Tarawa beachhead. Lost with 
the ship were Admiral Mullinix and her skipper. Cap 
tain I. D. ^VilLsic. 

Tlie Lisco.me Bay sinking was a stunner to the 
Navy. But not until the spring of 1915 would the 
Imperial subs sink another major American warship. 

The capture of the Gilbert Islands marked the 
Navy’s first move in an all-out offensive tliat was to 
take the Allied forces through the Marshalls to the 
Carolines and Marianas, through tlie Southwest 
Pacific to the Philippines, through Japan’s inner 
defense line to the heart of Tokyo Bay. As Admiral 
Spruance stated in a post-war address made in Lon- 
don, England: 

"The Gilberts operation was important to us in 
tliat our plans for it established, basically, tlie organ- 
ization and the pattern tliat w’ere used tliereafter as a 
basis for future operations in tlie Central Pacific. Our 
task organization gave us: a Fast Carrier Force; a 
Joint Expeditionary Force; and a force w'hidi had the 
operational control of tlie shore-based aircraft and 
shore bases within tlie area of operations and of the 
Mobile Service Squadron ivhicli was to furnish our 
advanced base logistic support.” 

The destroyers and destroyer-escorts which served 
with the "Galvanic" forces are listed on the following 
page. 

DD’s to the Marshalls ("Operation Flintlock”) 

Lying north of the Gilberts, the Marshalls are 
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across a vast area of ocean. This expanse of 
»pr gave Spruance's fleet plenty of elbow 
maneuvering, and it afforded Nimitz a num* 
oices when it came to selecting a channel for 
and a target for attack. Conversely, it gave 
nese an enormous “frontier” for defense, 
re faced witli this problem: If they stretclied 
f ises to cover the area’s perimeter, they 
1 y have a smattering of strength at any 
they concentrated at one point within the 
/ would leave immense gaps in the perimeter, 
ose to concentrate. 

I plans for “Operation Flintlock"— the 
•nd occupation of the Marshalls— had called 
dt on the eastern atolls. But after the Gilberts 
Nimitz decided to by-pass Wotje, Maloelap, 

< i Mille and strike straight for Kwajalein, 
item stronghold. He assumed such a blow 
\e the Japs by surprise. And his assumption, 
sound information, was right, 
iwajalein assault was scheduled for February 
During January the Marshall approaches' 
u, reconnoitered, photographed, and thor- 
.tudied by the usual pre-invasion methods. At 
: -bor forces were massed, sharpened up, and 
up for the Kwajalein attack. By the last week 
Spruance’s Fifth Fleet, weighing in at 
> g like two million ship-tons, was assembled 
Marshall-Gilberts area. The fleet, designated 
orce 50, included six task forces. Carrying 


84,000 expeditionary troops. Rear Admiral Turner’s 
force contained about 300 ships. Fast Carrier Force 
58, under Rear Admiral Marc Mitscher, was com- 
posed of six large carriers, five light carriers, eight 
battleships, six cruisers, and 36 destroyers. The other 
task forces were similarly powerful. 

For 48 hours proceeding D-Day, Mitscher’s aircraft 
and Spruance’s battlewagons treated Kwajalein and 
neighboring atolls to a tremendous bombing and 
bombardment. In the meantime tire defenders were 
thrown off base by a divisionary strike at Wotje. The 
Wotje bombardment, dealt on January 30, was de- 
livered by a task group under Rear Admiral J. B. 
Oldendorf. Oldendorf’s group included cruisers Lou- 
isville (flagship), Santa Fe, Mobile, Biloxi, and six 
destroyers. The destroyers were Morris (Commander 
G. L. Caswell), flagship of Captain E. A. Solomons, 
ComDesRon 2, Anderson, Hughes, Fletcher, Mus- 
tin, and Russell. 

At 0630 the group, steaming along the eastern 
coast of Wotje, opened fire at 8,000-9,000 yards range. 
As the group came abeam of the island’s center, Jap 
shore batteries roared at the leading destroyers— flag 
destroyer Morris and Anderson (Commander J. G. 
Tennent, III). The first Jap salvos were on in deflec- 
tion but short by some 200 yards. As the column man- 
euvered to open the range, a heavy shell smashed into 
the Anderson’s Combat Information Center. The 
explosion wrecked the radar installation and killed 
Commander Tennent, two other officers, and three 
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men. Fourteen of the C.I.C. team and crews at near-by 
stations were wounded. Immediately taking com- 
mand of the destroyer, Lieutenant G. A. Alexander, 
U.S.N.R., kept her firing. Captain Solomons re- 
ported: 

His excellent performance of duty in this critical 
situation . . . is to he commended. The U.S.S. 
Andi'-Uson . . . was an outstanding ship of Dcsilon 
2. Andhuson could be depended upon to carry out 
any assigricd missioti with assurance that it xuould 
be well done. 

Oldendorf’s ships continued to shell the island 
until noon. Shore batteries were silenced and at least 
two ammunition dumps were sent up in smoke. And 
while this w.as going on, Kwajalcin was receiving 
what came to l)e called a "Spruance haircut.*’ The 
atoll w.as literally flattened to copra pulp. Not a palm 
tree was left standing. Aljout three-fourths of the 
8,G00 Japs who manned the garrison were piled up 
with the cord wood. TIic island "looked as if it had 
been picked up to 20,000 feet in the air and dropped" 
—so it was described by an officer who inspected the 
bombardment's handiwork. 

Not all of the shots fired during this phase of the 
Kwajalein assault were aimed at the atoll. On Janu- 
ary 29 the destroyer Burns (Commander D. T. Eller) 
was ordered to leave formation and pick up three 
aviators reported adrift in the area. About three 
hours later she had the grateful flyers stowed safely 
aboard. After a badly injured airman was transferred 
to battleship South Dakota, the DD steamed off to 
rejoin her group screening Task Group 58.3 some 85 
miles southwest of Kwajalcin, 

At 0025 in the morning of the 30th, Burns’ radar 
registered contact with a suspicious vessel about 
21,000 yards distant. Tlic "pip" divided into two 
blobs as she closed the range. At 0107 Commander 
Eller hailed the targets over TBS. When the answer 
came in a blank of silence, the destroyer opened fire 
at 9,000 yards. As she was shooting at the invisible 
ships, her radar picked up several other targets. The 
destroyer’s gunnery started some large bonfires in the 
night. At 0151 two burning vessels were in view. 
Apparently the marus constituted a convoy which the 
Japs had neglected to screen. Circling about. Burns 
swept the water with a searchlight. Oil and wreckage 
were sighted, as was a freighter which burned to the 
water and a tanker whiclr flamed like a torch. 

The following day destroyer Harrison (Com- 
mander C. M. Dalton), operating with the Southern 
Fire Support Group, was screening to seaward of 
San Francisco when the latter ordered her to inter- 
cept and destroy a Jap tanker which was trying to 


escape from Gugegivc Island lagoon. At 0853 the DD 
had her guns trained on the fugitive. At 0933 the 
tanker was afire and sinking. 

The islets of Kwajalein Atoll form a loose loop 
about a lagoon whose entrance on the north is 
guarded by the islets of Roi and Namur, Early in the 
morning of January 31, Task Force 53 was prying 
open the channel bctu'ccn these islands. Off nearby 
Ennuebing Island stood destroyer Phelps (Lieutenant 
Commander D. L. hfartincau), serving as a fire-sup- 
port ship and senior control boat at the line of depar- 
ture for landing craft going in. AVhile acting in this 
capacity she lobbed shells at Jap guns on Roi. 

I-I-Hour was set for 0900. Choppy seas delayed the 
landings for half an hour; then, supporting mine- 
sweepers, Phelps entered the lagoon through hfellu 
Pass. Just before dark several of the atolls were 
.assaulted and captured, Roi and N.amur were bom- 
barded all night long. Inside tlie lagoon the Phelps 
was joined by the LaValliote (Lieutenant Com- 
mander R. L, Taylor), and both vessels remained at 
anchor throughout the night to lend fire support and 
assistance to landing craft maneuvering in die lagoon. 
They had ringside scats (in the middle of the ring) to 
one of the war’s most devastating bombardments. 
Admiral Nimitz observed dial it "exceeded in dura- 
tion and intensity anything previously known to war- 
fare except possibly that at Verdun in World War I." 

Both Roi and Namur were secured by Marines 
before die evening of February 3. Kwajalein was 
declared secured by the 5th. Of the diousands of 
American troops put ashore, only 368 were killed. 
About 150 Japs survived die "Spruance haircut’’ and 
the Marine and Army massage. And Phelps, when she 
entered Kw.ijalcin lagoon, had been the first Allied 
vessel to drop the hook in Japanese territorial water 
since the war’s beginning. 

Walker Kills RO-39 

While Kwajalcin was being blown out of the 
Japanese Empire, Task Unit 50.15.2 was operating in 
the eastern Marshalls, hammering Jap airfields on 
Wotjc and Taroa. Working as a screen for Salt Lake 
City ivere destroyers Abbot and Walker. The ships 
concluded a shelling of Wotje at 0327 in die morning 
of February 2, 1944. At 0418 Walker’s radar picked 
up a surface target at 13,300 yards range. Her skipper. 
Commander H. E. Townsend, closed the range to 
6,000 and ordered a starshell spread. Silhouetted in 
the eerie light was the conning tower of a Jap sub- 
marine. 

The sub dived before Walker’s gunners could 
open fire. But the sonar crew had the contact directly 
at 2,500 yards. Townsend conned the ship for a depth- 
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charge run. Five charges were dropped. The ship 
circled off, maneuvering to start a second run. A 
second was unnecessary. Under the sea there was a 
clap o£ thunder that trailed off into the valleys of the 
deep. After the thunder ebbed away, sonar contact 
could not be regained. 

Walker searched the area, and her lookouts sighted 
a large carpet of oil on the water. Ordinarily a de- 
stroyer did not sink an ocean-going submarine with a 
single depth-charge run, but Walker’s was the excep- 
tional performance that proved the rule. After the 
war the sunken sub was located in the records of the 
Japanese Sixth (Submarine) Fleet. She was the RO-39. 

Charrette and Fair Down 1-21 

The Japanese submarine 1-21 had an interesting, 
and to the Jap point of view, distinguished career. 
She was in the vanguard of Vice Admiral Nagumo s 
Striking Force at Pearl Harbor. And she was the sub 
which probably sank the destroyer Porter during the 
Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands. But her own destiny 
overtook her on February 4, 1944. 

On that date destroyer Charrette (Commander 
E. S, K.arpe) was operating with Rear Admiral F. C. 


Sherman’s Task Group 58.3 (built around the carriers 
Bunker Hill, Monterey, and Cowpens). At 2203 in 
the evening of the 3rd, battleship New Jersey re- 
ported radar contact with an enemy vessel 21 miles 
distant. Charrette was ordered to leave her station 
in the Sound screen and track down the target. The 
"pip" disappeared at 10,300 yards. 

At 0003 in the morning of February 4 the destroyer 
put a "pinging” finger on the sub. Running in, Char- 
rette dropped an 8-charge pattern. She followed 
through with several approaches, but lost sonar con- 
tact as tlie sub scuttled away and went deep. Com- 
mander Karpe reported a conviction that the sub was 
damaged, and destroyer-escort Fair (Lieutenant Com- 
mander D. S. Crocker, U.S.N.R.) was sent to the scene 
to aid the hunt. 

The DD and the DE worked like a long-practiced 
team. Nine minutes after Fair reported for duty, 
Charrette coached her into position for a hedgehog 
attack. The DE let fly at 0040. The projectiles 
splashed in the sea, and a moment later four detona- 
tions were counted. These hits were followed by a 
roulade of exposions which signalled the farewell of 
the enemy submersible. About three minutes after the 
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hedgehog salvo, the roulade was concluded by a deep- 
sea thunderclap. The war had caught up with 1-21. 

The destroyermen were, of course, unaware of their 
victim’s identity. Behind her she left nothing but an 
oil slick and a smell of Diesel. But her obituary was 
written in the records of the Japanese Submarine 
Force. Charrette and Fair had settled an old score. 

Taking the Tuck Out of Truk 

By now Admiral Mineichi Koga, in Truk, was 
alarmed. He had been uneasy ever since his promo- 
tion to Imperial Navy Commander-in-Chief as re- 
placement for Admiral Yamamoto. Disaster in the 
Solomons. Disaster in the Gilberts. Disaster in the 
Bismarck Archipelago. And now disaster at Kwaja- 
lein. 

Perhaps better than any other personage alive, 
Koga realized that Truk was an illusion, a hollow 
shell, a Gibraltar built on sand. For two years this 
island bastion had fooled the Allies, but Truk had 
never been and never would be able to live up to its 
reputation as a mid-Pacific stronghold. Now that the 
U.S. Navy was approacliing, the mirage was about to 
be literally exploded. 

Sweating on the bridge of his flagship Mushashi, 
Koga pulled out of Truk on February 4, and set a 
course for Tokyo. Out of Truk ahead of him had 
gone the carriers of Admiral Jisaburo Ozawa on the 
run for Singapore. Trailing Ozawa went Kurita with 
the Japanese Second Fleet, all hands eager to reach 
the relative safety of the Pelews. This general retire- 
ment beat an American attack that battered Truk 
into another Kwajalein. 

The attack was delivered by Task Force 58 in mid- 
February. Admiral Mitscher’s hellcats and succeeding 
waves of Navy bombers and torpedo-planes caught a 
mess of marus in the Truk lagoon. It was like drop- 
ping rocks on a basket of eggs. A number of fugitive 
ships, including the light cruiser Naka, were nailed 
outside the “fortress” by carrier planes. 

While Truk was being blasted from the air, a strik- 
ing force personally led by Vice Admiral Spruance 
swept counter-clockwise around the island to trap 
escaping ships. Spruance’s force was composed of the 
new battleships New Jersey and Iowa, heavy cruisers 
Minneapolis and New Orleans, and four destroyers. 
The destroyers were Izard (Lieutenant Commander 
E. K. Van Swearingen), flagship of Captain C. F. 
Espe, ComDesRon 46; Charrette (Commander E. S. 
Karpe); Bradford (Lieutenant Commander R. L. 
Morris; and Burns (Commander D. T. Eller). 

In the afternoon of February 16, Spruance's force 
sighted a group of three ships northwest of North 
Pass. Simultaneously a Japanese destroyer was 
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glimpsed on the horizon. 

A small freighter which was lying dead in the water 
was the first target attacked. With shells eating into 
her, the freighter got underway, but she didn't get 
far. Struck by 5-inch fire from a battleship, the mara 
blew up. 

The next ship caught was the cruiser Katori.' Al- 
ready damaged by aircraft bombs, the warship was 
swiftly polished off by fire from Spruance’s cruisers. 
Also damaged and dead in the water was the Jap 
destroyer which had been sighted. The U.S.S. Izard 
attacked this sitting duck first, and then the Jap DD 
was swamped by fire from the American battleships, 
cruisers, and all four destroyers. Down went the I.J-N- 
Maikaze. 
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Finis! A Japanese bomber crashes into the sea in flames, shot down by screening Truk, during the second bombing. This "island 

destroyers (at left) and the carrier’s own guns. A total of eight Jap attackers bastion” proved to be practically a hollow shell, 

were destroyed and the raid on Saipan luas pushed through as planned. quickly smashed. The Japs withdrew in a hurry. 



For eleven hours Task Force 58 fought off the best the Japs in the Marianas American destroyers catch Maikaze fleeing from 
could throw at it. Bronson made the first kill. The Jap planes attacked in Truk, February J 6, IPJ-l. Taking mortal hits (top), 

groups of two and three— which made it good shooting for the destroyermen. the Jap destroyer goes up in smoke (bottom). 



Task Force 58 caught this Jap cruiser trying to escape from Truk. Slowed by These photographs show the devastation ^ 

aircraft bombs, Katori was caught by Admiral Spruance’s surface force and striiction on the Pacific atolls caused by Alue 

polished off by his cruisers. Then American destroyers helped finish a Jap DD. bombardment: Tarawa, Roi, Kwafalcin, Namur- 





The task group continued its circuit of the island. 
At 1810 another target was discovered— the Japanese 
sub-chaser SC 24. Destroyer Burns was ordered to 
demolish tliis craft Commander Eller conned his ship 
into range, and Burns’ gun crews blazed arvay. By 
1834 the sub-chaser was sub-chasing to the bottom. 
Eight prisoners were fished up, but a number of 
others screeched angrily at the destroyermen, refus- 
ing rescue. 

The blasting dealt Truk abolished a bogie of two 
years’ standing. And even as this bugaboo dissolved 
in smoke, Mitscher headed Task Force 58 for the 
distant Marianas, and American forces swept into the 
■\vesternmost Marshalls to seize Eniwetok Atoll. 

Phelps and Sage Sink RO-40 

Phelps (Lieutenant Commander D. L. Martineau) 
was one of the escort vessels assigned to the Southern 
Group of the Eniwetok Expeditionary Group which 
Rear Admiral H. W. Hill rushed westward. The 
group steamed out of Kwajalein at daylight on Febru- 
ary 15, 1944. At 1742 of the following day, Phelps 
made sonar contact with a target at 1,700 yards. 

The destroyer executed a deliberate attack, drop- 
ping a full pattern of deptli charges. While tlie de- 
stroyer was attacking. Captain E. R. McLean, Com- 
mander of the Southern Group, riding in Phelps, 
turned the formation away. Two ships joined the sub- 
hunt— destroyer Macdonouch and minesweeper Sage. 
The Sage (Lieutenant F. K. Zinn, U.S.N.R.) was a 
little 700-tonner, but she followed up the contact and 
launched a depth-charge attack on the undersea foe. 

The contact evaporated after Sage made her attack. 
The ship searched until sunset, and tlien Phelps and 
Sage were ordered to rejoin the formation. Macdon- 
ough continued tlie hunt for some time with negative 
results. An oil slick was sighted by other vessels in the 
area, but the destroyermen and the "miners” could 
not believe they had downed a sub in an action which 
lasted only a few minutes. 

But there the RO-40 was on the bottom, and her 
obituary was found in the records of tlie Japanese 
Submarine Force at the end of the war. 

Nicholas Kills Ml 

Early in the morning of February 17, 1944, de- 
stroyer Nicholas (Commander R. T. S. Keith) was 
escorting three merchantmen from Pearl Harbor to 
Kwajalein. The convoy was about halfway between 
Hawaii and the Marshalls when Nicholas picked up 
a radar contact with a surface target 24,000 yards 
distant. 

Commander Keith sent the DD racing to close the 
range. At 2,800 yards the target vessel appeared to 


be submerging— obviously a submersible. Nicholas 
immediately opened fire with main battery guns, and 
flashes indicated several hits. The 5-inch salvos hur- 
ried the submarine’s dive, but she did not go down 
fast enough to escape sonar detection. 

Conning the ship deftly. Commander Keith ran 
Nicholas in for an urgent depth-charge attack. She 
followed through with three deliberately laid pat- 
terns. About ten minutes after the third attack a 
basso explosion boomed in the deep. The blast sent 
to the surface a swirl of oil and a litter of shattered 
planking. This residue was all that remained to mark 
the grave of the Imperial Navy’s I-ll. Destroyer 
Nicholas had reason to be happy about tlie kill. Just 
three weeks before, while at Pearl Harbor, she had 
been presented tlie Presidential Unit Citation by 
Admiral Nimitz. 

Action at Eniwetok 

Eniivetok was Kivajalein all over again. In the atoll 
the Japs had established an aircraft base and a stage 
for naval shipping. The bull’s-eye target was the islet 
of Engebi where the Japs had installed some heavy 
guns. To get at Engebi tlie invasion forces had to 
pass Eniwetok Island and Parry Island. 

D-Day was February 17, 1944. Spearheading the 
assault, destroyer Phelps, with Captain E. R, McLean 
on her bridge, served as flagship for tlie southern sec- 
tion of Rear Admiral Hill’s Expeditionary Group. At 
sunrise McLean ordered tlie landing craft and sup- 
port ships into column, and they steamed into the 
lagoon. The advance was delayed long enough to let 
Sage sweep up and explode a moored mine; other- 
wise the ships might have been entering an American 
harbor. 

Meanivliile, tlie Northern Group arrived off Eniwe- 
tok and Parry islands. This group contained heavy 
cruisers Portland and Indianapolis, and in Fire 
Support Section Three were destroyers Trathen 
(Commander F. L. Tedder) and Hoel (Commander 
W. D. Thomas). The islands were pounded with a 
heavy shelling, and by afternoon the channel was 
open. At 1300 Trathen and Hoel entered the 
lagoon. 

Hoel’s boat picked up several downed aviators and 
returned them to Indianapous. At 1521 the destroyer 
shelled Japanese troops on Parry. She also shelled and 
abolished some Jap boats on the beach. At 1945 
Trathen started throwing shells at Parry and Eniwe- 
tok. For the next several days the two DD’s remained 
in the lagoon lending fire-support to the landing 
forces. 

In the morning of February 19 destroyer Haggard 
(Commander D. A. Harris) anchored off Eniwetok. 
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She opened fire on the island at 0822 and during the 
next 23 hours she pounded enemy shore positions 
with 919 rounds of 5-inch. 

Firing at Parry Island, tlie bombardment ships 
might have been on a practice mission. The 1,800 Jap 
defenders could only crouch in foxholes and await 
massacre. They did not have long to wait when four 
American battleships, three cruisers, and destroyers 
Hall, Ayl^vin, Macdonough, Monaghan, Johnston, 
and hIcCoRD opened up with their main batteries 
trained at Parry, The ships delivered interdiction fire 
at ranges anywhere from 3,200 to 4,500 yards. On the 
evening of February 21 McCord, flying the pennant 
of Captain A. G. Cook, Jr., ComDesRon 47, and 
skippered by Commander W. T. Kenny, moved in 
on the beach for pointblank fire delivered at ranges 
as close as 1,222 and 1,600 yards. 

By February 27 Eniwetok Atoll was securely in 
American hands. Some 3,400 Japs had manned the 
garrison. About 65 sur\'ived the assault. American 
casualties (dead and wounded) totaled 716. And, 
except for some mopping up in the eastern islands, 
tlie Marshalls campaign was over. Japan’s outer 
Pacific defense line had been liquidated. 

Strike at the Marianas ("Operation Cherry Tree") 

Immediately after^the Truk smash Admiral Mits- 
cher sent the following message to the ships of Task 
Force 58: 

I CANNOT TELL A LTE D-DAY IS W'ASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY 
let’s chop D0\VN a FEtV NIP CHERRY TREES 

The D-Day in reference had to do with "Operation 
Cherry Tree,’’ a carrier air strike at Saipan in the 
Marianas. It was Spruancc’s idea. Keep the enemy off 
balance. Let the Navy’s Fast Carrier Task Force strike 
all over the Central Pacific, keeping the enemy in 
ignorance as to where the lightning would strike next. 

Task Force 58 raced westward. Mitscher had hoped 
to catch Saipan off guard, but by bad luck a Jap 
scout plane happened to sight the force, and at 1930 
in the evening of February 21 the carrier admiral 
messaged his ships over TBS: 

STAND BY FOR A FIGHT TO THE FINISH 

The Jap air attack developed at 2030. Swarming 
out of the Marianas, the enemy planes descended in 
a cloud on Rear Admiral A. E. Montgomery’s Task 
Group 58.2. This group contained carriers Essex, 
Yorktown, and Belleao Wood, battleships South 
Dakota and Alabama, cruisers Santa Fe, Mobile, 
Biloxi, and Oakland, and eight destroyers. The de- 
stroyers were; C. K. Bronson (Lieutenant Com- 
mander J. C. McGoughran), flagship of Captain S. R. 
Clark, ComDesRon 50; Dortch (Commander R. C. 


Young); Gatling (Commander A. F. Ricliardson); 
Healy (Commander J. C. Atkeson); Cogswell (Com- 
mander H. T. Deutermann), flying the pennant of 
Commander C. F, Chillingworth, Jr., ComDesDiv 
100; Caperton (Commander W. J. Miller); Ingersoll 
(Commander A. C. Veasey); and Knapp (Commander 
F. Virden). 

Reported at 2245, the first attacking plane was shot 
down at 2308 by flag destroyer Bronson. Jap aircraft 
flailed at the task group for the rest of the night. For- 
tunately the Japs attacked in groups of two and three, 
which gave the American AA crews a chance to cut 
down the enemy piecemeal. But it was a busy night 
for the destroyermen; the formation was constantly 
maneuvering, and all hands remained at battle sta- 
tions hour after hour. It was a hot initiation for the 
DD’s of DesRon 50 engaging in tlieir first action. 

“Bogies’’ haunted die group die following day 
while die air strikes at Saipan were carrying on. At 
0910 in the morning of die 22nd, C. K. Bronson 
teamed up with Mobile to knock down a “Betty." 
About the same time, several destroyers— probably 
Caperton and Ingersoll— joined Oakland in bag- 
ging a “Betty.” Navy lighters in the CAP (Combat 
Air Patrol) shot down a number of planes. The at- 
tacks gradually subsided as Jap aircraft hit the water 
and American bombs hit die airdromes on Saipan. 
All told. Task Group 58.2 shot down eight planes. 

"The accuracy of fire" observed Admiral Mitscher, 
"especially by the destroyers of the screen, was very 
gratifying." 

Manlove and PC-1135 Down 1-32 

For reasons best known to the strategists of the Im- 
perial High Command, the Japs tried to maintain a 
foothold on some of die atolls of the eastern Caro- 
lines. By so doing they provided the U.S. Navy with 
some excellent gunnery and anti-submarine practice. 

On March 24 a hunter-killer team was dispatched 
to waters east of the Marshalls to intercept a Japa- 
nese transport submarine bound with supplies for 
the garrison on Wotje. The team contained destroyers 
Halsey Powell (carrying the Officer in Tactical 
Command) and Hull, and destroyer-escort Manlove. 
Operating with these ships was PC-1135. 

Rendezvousing at Erikub Atoll on March 23, the 
team searched around Wotje for three nights, but re- 
mained out of sight from shore during the daytime. 
At 0335 of the 24th Manlove made radar contact 
with die waiting destroyers. The ships steamed to 
take up position for a box search. But die search 
proved unnecessary. 

At 0422 on March 24 the DE and PC moved out 
to investigate a target detected by radar. The range 
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was about five miles. The night was moonless, but 
apparently the destroyer-escort and her companion 
were sighted by Jap eyes at 3,000 yards. At any rate 
the "pip” vanished, and Manlove promptly acquired 
sound contact. Skippering the DE, Lieutenant Com- 
mander J. P. Ingle, U.S.N.R., jockeyed in for a hedge- 
hog barrage. The PC, captained by Lieutenant \V. S. 
O’Kelly, U.S.N.R., was coached in for a one-two at- 
tack. This coordinated attack produced results. 

Manlove fired four hedgehog salvos, and rolled an 
ashcan pattern. The PC let fiy with four mousetrap 
salvos. This was one of the few instances in the war 
wherein American mousetraps caught a rat. A few 
seconds after the fourth mousetrap snapped, there 
were several explosions. Four minutes later the hunt- 
ers heard two distant, deep explosions. After this final 
blasting neither ship was able to regain contact. 'With 
their usual methods, the hunter-killer team continued 
tlie search. To no avail. Daylight provided an answer 
—the seascape was smeared by an oil slick that c.x- 
tended for five miles. From the waters off 'Wotjc the 
destroyer-escort Manlove and PC-1135 had removed 
one submarine, the 1-32. 

Shelling the Eastern Marshalls 

In the southeastern reaches of the Marshall group 
lie Mille and Jaluit islands. Centered in the eastern 
fringe are Wotje and Maloclap. These islands all be- 
came targets for Navy guns and Nas 7 bombs after 
the Japanese war-tide ebbed tvesiward. The garrisons 
marooned on these landfalls were virtually con- 
demned to execution by Nasy firing squads of air- 
craft and warships. 

On March 18 the Bombardment Unit of Task 
Group 50.10 under Rear Admiral W. A. Lee, Jr., 
headed for Mille. Mission to bombard the island was 
part of a training exercise for Lexington's new air 
group. Battleships Iowa and New Jersey were in 
need of target practice. Destroyers Dewey (flagship 
of Captain E. R. McLean, Jr., ComDesRon I), Hull, 
Macdonouch, and Phelps participated. 

It was highly realistic practice. Enemy shore guns 
returned an accurate fire, and DE^VEY was twice 
bracketed by 3-gun straddles. Iowa tvas hit by two 
6-inch shells. Jap planes struck at the American ships, 
and three of these aircraft were shot down by AA 
fire. The warships took it out on buildings, ammuni- 
tion dumps, pillboxes, gun emplacements, and small 
craft. Mille was thoroughly smashed. 

In May, destroyer-escort Cloues (Lieutenant Com- 
mander T. K. Dunstan, U.S.N.R.) reconnoitered 
Jaluit, Wotje, Mille, and Maloelap. Native scouts 
visited each island, paddling ashore under cover of 
darkness and discussing the situation with native 


islanders. Twenty-four hours later they would paddle 
seaward to be picked up by Cloues. 

During the last week in May, four destroyers of 
Task Group 57.8 bore down on Mille for target 
practice. The DD’s were Frazier (flagship of Captain 
R. N. Smoot, ComDesRon M), Gansevoort, Cald- 
well, and Meaoe. The ships opened up at a range 
of 1 1,000 yards. The Japs answered with an accurate 
fire that appeared to be director-controlled, and the 
destroyers retired. "This type of operation as an ex- 
ercise docs not warrant the risk involved,’’ reported 
Captain Smoot. "/I pproachi7ig the problem as an ex- 
ercise precludes taking decisive and aggressive action.” 

American aircraft continued to blast Mille and the 
other eastern Marshalls. On June 9 destroyer Ganse- 
voort (Lieutenant Commander J. M. Steinbeck), 
while cruising on blockade patrol off Mille, received 
word that an aviator was in the sea near the south- 
west corner of the island. Lieutenant Commander 
Steinbeck sent the ship’s whaleboat to pick up the 
flyer. Under Lieutenant G. E. Craig, U.S.N.R., the 
boat started in at MOO. As tlie little craft chugged 
along, it was spotted by the enemy. The Jap batteries 
roared. Gansevoort’s guns flamed in angry reply. 
After 21 salvos from the ship the Jap artillery went 
silent. At 1538 the whaleboat was back, bringing Cap- 
tain Judson Bell, U.S.M.C. Aviator savedi 

Long after the eastern Marshalls had lost all stra- 
tegic value, the Japanese garrisons hung on. Perhaps 
they hung because there was no way for tliem to get 
off. As late as September, 191d, the marooned Japs 
were in an aggi cssive mood. On the 7th of that month 
the destroyer Flusser (Lieutenant Commander T. R 
Vogeley) was fired upon by a shore battery' when she 
steamed within '1,000 yards of the Wotje beach. 
Exploding close aboard, one salvo raked die ship 
with shrapnel and wounded nine of die crew. Retir- 
ing behind smoke, Flusser hit back with her after 
5-inchcrs. Thereafter the DD’s gave Wotje a ivider 
berth, and it ivas left "to die on die vine.” 

Punch at Palau 

Late in March, 1944, Task Force 58 struck at the 
Peleivs (sometimes called die Palau Islands) in the 
western Carolines. This strike took Mitscher’s planes 
within 500 miles of die Philippines. MeantimCi 
Nimitz and Spruance were planning an invasion of 
die Marianas similar to "Operation Flintlock.” With 
the invasion of Saipan the Japanese sun would go 
down to the western horizon. 

Admiral Koga saw disaster coming, but he died m 
a plane smash somewhere off Palau before he coul 
do anything about it. His epaulets passed to Admiral 
Soemu Toyoda, who had no better success. 
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CHAPTER 30 


GANG BUSTERS, PACIFIC 

(APRIL 1944 - JUNE 1944) 



Sinking the Emperor’s Subs 

The Japanese submarine effort was in some respects like buckshot. 
It went off with a great, thundering bang, and then sprayed all over 
the place, losing force through dispersal. 

Japanese submarines were used for all manner of missions. So 
were United States submarines. But the versatile American subs 
never neglected their primary mission— that of being both commerce 
raider and warship. 

As the Pacific War progressed, the U. S. Submarine Forces devoted 
more and more time to ship-sinking. They might have concentrated 
on this enterprise from the first had they not been hampered by a 


munitions shortage and defective torpedoes. Con* 
venely, tlie Japanese submarines got off to a fast 
start, but, after tlie sinking of the U.S.S. Liscome 
Bay in the Gilberts, they failed to down a single 
major United States combatant ship until the tag-end 
of the war. 

A chief reason for tlie slump, of course, ivas tlie 
impenetrable screen put up by American naval es- 
corts and the devastating anti-submarine campaign 
waged by American and Allied A/S forces in the 
Pacific. The toll exacted from the Japanese Subma- 
rine Force by DD’s, DE’s, planes, and submarines 
did much to undermine the Japanese submarine ef- 
fort and reduce it to a stage approaching impotence. 
But another important reason for the slump was the 
aforementioned dispersed nature of the effort itself. 
Imperial Navy heads did not seem to know exactly 
what to do with Admiral Mhva’s submarines. Asked 
who controlled operations when Japanese submarines 
were supplying Imperial Army troops. Admiral Miwa 
declared, "It was undecided.” 

As a result there was no Japanese wolfpack cam- 
paign comparable to the German; no attrition offen- 
sive dedicated to the destruction of Allied merchant 
or naval shipping. The Jap submarines were kept 
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busy running errands for the Army, or hauling oil 
from some remote Borneo port to the homeland. 

Now and then they torpedoed an Allied ship— in 
passing, so to speak— but in 1943 and 1944 they spent 
more time evading tlian attacking. 

In consequence the American A/S forces in the 
Pacific w'ere not called upon to fight such an under- 
sea war as engaged tlieir counterparts in the Atlantic. 
Concentrations of force were not continually required 
to counter opposing concentrations, for tlie Japanese 
subs seldom operated in offensive groups. And as 
fighting units, the I-boats and RO-boats were de- 
cidedly inferior to the U-boats. Miwa boasted that 
tlie Japanese had invented a "breather" device simi- 
lar to Schnorkel, but material bottlenecks impeded its 
production. Radar was not installed in Japanese sub- 
marines until June 1944. The large plane-carrying 
I-boats were sloiv divers, and the smaller I- and RO- 
specimens were not as sturdy as their Nazi accom- 
plices. 

However, the Japanese sub could be a dangerous 
foe, and there was nothing buckshot about the Jap 
torpedo. The Emperor’s Submarine Force maintained 
the menace of a "fleet in being.” And U. S. Navy 
hunter-killer teams were organized in the Pacific to 



reduce that menace. A fine demonstration o£ co- 
operative A/S work was staged by destroyers and air- 
craft in the Truk area on April 30, 1944. 

Macdonough, Stephen Potter, and Aircraft Doxun 
M74 

Late that month, while the Navy’s forces solidified 
their positions in the Marshalls and MacArthur’s 
troops swept across Hollandia, U. S. Task Force 58 
paid a second hit-and-run visit to Truk. Among the 
numerous visitors were the light aircraft carrier 
Monterey (Captain S, H. Ingcrsoll) and the destroy- 
ers Macdonough (Commander J. W. Ramey) and 
Stephen Potper (Commander C. H. Crichton). 

This Truk strike came as a result of the Hollandia 
victory in which Admiral Mitschcr's Fast Carrier Task 
Force had participated. When that objective fell like 
an overripe tomato, Task Force 58 was left with "time 
on its hands." It occurred to the energetic Miischcr 
that a side-swipe at Truk might go a long way toward 
completing the neutralization of that already semi- 
neutralized stronghold. Into conference he called his 
new Chief of Staff, Captain Arleigh (''31-Knot") Burke 
of destroyer fame. Burke had the plans worked out 
in less than an hour’s time, and TF 58 was soon 
steaming for Truk at 31 knots. 

As with the previous strike, this one w'as an air 
show. The ’’impregnable" stronghold had not yet re- 
covered from the Februarj' pulverizing. Nevertheless 
Mitschcr’s planes were peppered with the hottest ack- 
ack they had yet encountered. Twenty-seven were 
shot down. The Japs, however, lost 93 out of their 
104 Truk aircraft, and tlic island was given a mon- 
strous blasting. Meanwhile, Monterey, Macdonough, 
and Stephen Potter, on picket station 60 miles south 
of Truk, bagged their I-boat. 

Macdonough made the contact at 0621 in the 
morning of April 30— a radar indication, range 12,600 
yards. Commander Ramey rushed the destroyer for 
an intercepting position. At 1,760 yards the target 
vanished from the screen in a fast dive. Sonar took 
up where radar left off, and the submerged I-boat 
was promptly detected. 

Ramey directed the dropping of a depth-charge 
pattern. Overside went the ashcans and teardrops. 
Up came the water-thunder. A few minutes later the 
DD’s lookouts sighted a glistening oil slick. The 
I-boat was bleeding. 

At this juncture Stephen Potter steamed up to 
lend a hand. And down from the distance came a 
Grumman to join the proceedings. The Potter made 
a run, depositing a pattern of depth charges. Then 
the aircraft got in its licks at the slicks, after which 
Macdonough made a second depth-charge attack. 


When the barrage quieted down and the waters 
calmed, a great patch of oil spread across the sea and 
a litter of debris came bobbing to the surface'. Deep- 
bellied rumblings were heard. After these explosions, 
the sonar operators were unable to regain contact 
with the submarine. Like Truk, it had been blown 
out of the war. 

Japanese records indicated later tliat this victim 
svas the 1-174. 

Haggard, Franks, and Johnston Kill 1-176 

Another highly efficient I-boat hunt began on May 
12, 1944, when DesDiv 94 (Commander J. H. Nevins, 
Jr.) steamed out of Blanche Harbor in the Treasuries 
to track down a Jap sub spotted by a plane off Buka. 

The hunting division consisted of DD’s Haggard 
(Commander D. A. Harris), Hailey (Commander P. 
H. Brady), Franks (Commander N. A. Lidstone), and 
Johnston (Commander E. E. Evans). Haggard, 
Hailey, and Johnston had been in action together 
at Eniwetok. Franks, a veteran of "Operation Gal- 
vanic,” had tvitnessed the terrible death throes of 
Liscome Bay. With that horror fresh in memory. 
Commander Nicliolas Lidstone and his crew were 
doubly determined to remove the reported submarine 
from the Buka area. 

Early in the morning of May 16 the hunters ar- 
rived in the waters northwest of Buka where the 
I-boat had been spotted. The searcli was begun. Not 
long after sunrise, four destroyers of DesDiv 93 (Cap- 
tain I. H. Nunn) arrived on the scene. Under Cap 
tain Nunn’s direction the searcli intensified. 

To the submarine crouching in the depths the 
whisper of screws loudening, fading, and coming back 
witli a roar of static, and the hour-after-hour tension 
of waiting in helpless inertia, must have created an 
accumulation of nerve-strain approaching the un- 
bearable. As the day dragged on, the air in the I-boat 
fouled to gasj the humid heat -within the pressure 
hull became stupefying. All that the sweating, stupe- 
fied Japanese crew could do was to wait for their 
hour to come. 

For the submarine 1-176 that fatal hour arrived at 
2145, twenty hours after the beginning of tire "hold- 
down,” when the destroyer Haggard, after making 
sound contact, dropped a full depth-charge pattern 
on the hiding submersible. The stunned submariners 
got their I-boat out from under, but they could not 
escape the trap. 

Destroyers Johnston and Franks closed in. At 2213 
Haggard’s sonar again picked up the I-boat, and 
Commander Harris immediately treated the sub to 
another full depth-charge patterii. . 

At this point Haggard’s gyrocompass went out o 
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commission. But Johnston promptly stepped in, and 
Commander Evans let the target have a full depth- 
charge pattern. Again the I-boat edged clear, but it 
was a doomed submarine. 

At midnight Johnston turned over contact to de- 
stroyer Franks. Lidstone and crew had been impa- 
tiently waiting their cliance, and at 0015 in the morn- 
ing of May 17 they made the most of opportunity. 
Down upon the target Franks dropped a full depth- 
charge pattern. When the thunder finally died away, 
the silence in the sea was that of a grave. Buried in 
that grave was 1-176. 

In the morning the “gravemarkers" were drifting 
on the surface— bits of sandalwood, chunks of cork, 
some fragments of wrapping paper marked with Japa- 
nese ideographs. 

Duly inscribed in Imperial Navy records, the obitu- 
ary of the 1-176 was found by American investigators 
after tlie war. 

England and the RO-Boats (Prologue to a Six-Part 
Serial) 

In the spring of 19'}4, Admiral Soemu Toyoda as- 
sembled the Japanese Combined Fleet in the Philip- 
pines at the old American fleet anchorage of Tawi 
Tawi. There he sat down to wait. For what? Toyoda 
himself was not sure. 

United States forces tvere going to drive -westward 
across the Pacific, that much was certain. But from 
which direction would they drive? And which sector 
of the Empire’s crumbling defense perimeter was 
marked for the sledgehammer blow? In the Central 
Pacific a United States armada was gathering muscle 
in tire Marshalls. In the Southwest Pacific Mac- 
Arthur’s troops were firmly installed on the New 
Guinea coast at Hollandia and Aitape. Would the 
American fleet drive from the Marshalls to strike 
Guam and Saipan in the Marianas? Or would Mac- 
Arthur’s forces drive from New Guinea to strike the 
Japanese stronghold of Palau in the western Caro- 
lines? At Tawi Tawi in the Philippines, Admiral 
Toyoda would have given a good deal to know tire 
answer. 

The Japanese were not strong enough to defend 
both sectors at once. Only by concentrating forces 
on either the Marianas or the Pelews could they hope 
to contain the United States offensive. It was there- 
fore essential that Toyoda anticipate the American 
objective. Centrally positioned at Tawi Tawi, the 
fleet could be thrown either way, but advance infor- 
mation of American plans would be invaluable. 

Studying charts, piecing together intelligence re- 
ports, Toyoda finally concluded that the island of 
Manus in' the Admiralties was being rigged by the 


Americans as the springboard for a great drive at 
Palau. 

The Americans were indeed building Manus into a 
staging base. Crowding into the island’s spacious 
Seeadler Harbor were Allied transports and warships. 
At near points on New Guinea, MacArthur’s troops 
were massing. Toyoda’s conclusions concerning Palau 
were not wholly unwarranted. 

The Admiral did not risk a jump at this conclu- 
sion. Convinced though he was, he sought substantiat- 
ing evidence. For an American drive at the Marianas 
still remained a possibility, and Toyoda wanted to 
kno\v with absolute certainty which -way the cat was 
going to leap. 

So Admiral Toyoda appealed to Headquarters 
Japanese Submarine Force. What the Admiral wanted 
was a submarine scouting line to cover the southern 
approaches to the Pelews; a line that would extend 
from the waters south of Truk to the waters some 
distance west of Manus. He wanted the submarines 
so placed along this line that an invasion fleet mov- 
ing westward would inevitably be detected. 

The subs were provided. Assigned to the vital mis- 
sion was a select division of war-built RO-boats: RO- 
104, RO-105, RO-106, RO-108, RO-116, and RO-117. 
Soutliward they went in mid-May to take their sta- 
tions in the scouting line. No doubt Toyoda realized 
they were flimsy pickets in a precarious fence. But 
they were the only pickets available. And if the 
American fleet advanced on Palau, six Jap subs would 
surely last long enough to relay the word. If they 
didn’t last? That, too, could be taken as evidence 
of an all-out American drive from Manus. So rea- 
soned Toyoda, apparently forgetting that circumstan- 
tial evidence might be misleading. 

Now it happened that while Toyoda and other 
Japanese naval heads were juggling grand strategy, a 
little DE was fussing around in the far-off eastern 
Solomons— on May 18, to be specific, she was at Purvis 
Bay, Florida Island. The destroyer-escort England, 
commissioned on December 10, 1943, was a newcomer 
in the Southwest Pacific. 

England was captained by Lieutenant Commander 
Walton B. Pendleton. Her Executive Officer was Lieu- 
tenant Commander John A. Williamson. They were 
trained naval officers and experienced shiphandlers, 
but in common with the rest of England’s crew, they 
had as yet to hear the explosion of hedgehog pro- 
jectiles against an enemy submarine’s pressure hull. 

At Purvis Bay England was assigned to Escort Divi- 
sion 39, which included destroyer-escorts George 
(Lieutenant Commander Fred W. Just, U.S.N.R.), 
and Raby (Lieutenant Commander James Scott, II). 
Commander Hamilton Hains, the Officer in Tactical 
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Command, rode in George. Commander C. A. Thor- 
wall, U.S.N.R., the second escort division commander 
in the group, rode in England. The three DE’s were 
attached to the new escort-carrier Hoggatt Bay for 
A/S duty. 

On the morning of May 18 there were no indica- 
tions of high drama in the making for destroyer- 
escort England. No star fell across her bow, nor did 
an albatross visit her as a sign. A Jap submarine was 
reported heading south from Truk with supplies for 
Bougainville, and the DE division was ordered out 
to intercept. Just another job— notliing to suggest that 
in future histories of the Destroyer Service, and in 
future conversations of destroyermen, the name Eng- 
land would take on an eternal glory. 

England Kills 1-16 (First Instalbncnt) 

Report of the I-boat from Truk had reached tlic 
U. S. Third Fleet flagship on the evening of May 17. 
Ever since Bougainville had been cut off and by- 
passed, Jap submersibles had been trying to supply 
the large garrison isolated at Buin. Obviously the 
sub in question was Buin bound. Accordingly, Eng- 
land, George, and Raby were dispatched to waters 
northwest of Bougainville to waylay tltis undersea 
supply boat. 

The DE’s employed the familiar teclmique of plot- 
ting the submarine's assumed course from start to 
destination, and tlien proceeding on this course to 
meet the advancing sub. Spaced 4,000 yards apart, the 
three ships steamed in a line, making sonar sweeps 
calculated to detect the I-boat if it passed any^vhere 
in the vicinity. By a blend of estimate and algebra, 
the destroyermen deduced they 'ivould meet the enemy 
submarine sometime in the afternoon of May 20. But 
the sun was high on the 19th when England made 
sound contact in the vicinity of lat. 05-10 S., long. 158- 
17 E.— a point not far from the passage between Bou- 
gainville and Choiseul. The time was 1325. The sub 
was seven miles east of the expected point, and 24 
hours ahead of schedulel 

The Sound man reported an "undenvater object.” 
He was an inexperienced hand, but England’s skip- 
per would not risk a delay to replace him. Com- 
mander Pendleton ordered an immediate attack. 
Executive Officer Williamson and crew snapped into 
action. A cautious trial run— a “dry run”— convinced 
Sound the “object" was a submarine. Then Pendle- 
ton ordered a hedgehog salvo. England maneuvered 
into firing position. The projectiles soared away and 
spattered the surface. 

No luck on the first attack. But the DE’s second 
attack produced results. Somewhere under water there 
was a sharp explosion, not much louder than a door- 


bang. England’s captain and crew had heard their 
first hedgehog hit. Up came a cluster of bubbles. The 
turbulence subsided; the ship swung around; Pendle- 
ton drove England on another run. The sub was fish- 
tailing, and tire destroyermen tried again with hedge- 
hog. Altogether England made five runs, firing hedge- 
hog. On the fifth run— time: 1433-she hit the winning 
combination. 

Twelve seconds after the projectiles splashed water, 
the depth re-echoed the tlrud of several muffled explo- 
sions. A flash at 54 fathoms was registered on the 
fathometer as the ship passed over the submarine. 
About two minutes later came the deep-sea climax, a 
blast tliat jolted the ship. 

Executive Officer Williamson stated, “This explo- 
sion was so violent that it knocked men off their feet 
throughout the ship. At first we thought we had been 
toipcdoed." 

About 20 minutes later the destroyermen sighted 
the evidence of a kill. Up came a slow seepage of 
oil which gradually developed into a gusher that 
spread across acres of die ocean's surface. Up with 
the oil came kindling wood and other items of debris. 
I-IG was an cx-submarine. And England was on her 
way to stardom. 

England Kilb RO-106 (Second Installment) 

The sinking of 1-16 puzzled die hunter-killers. Ac- 
cording to calculations, the supply sub from Truk 
should not have shown up until the following after- 
noon. Was die present victim an unexpected inter- 
loper? England lowered boats to examine the debns. 
George cooperated in die watery inquest. Several 
life jackets, an oily mattress, and splinters of furni- 
ture were combed from die sludge, but no bodies were 
found. 

Finally die searchers fished from the sea a large 
sack of rice— typical cargo of a supply submarine. 
Still, Commander Hains and his group were reluctant 
to take anything for granted. The contact had been 
made a day ahead of time and about seven miles off 
the estimated course. On the assumption that they 
had bagged a Japanese ’’stray,” the hunters continued 
on the line they had originally set out to follow. So 
they made another day’s run toward Truk. 

While the DE’s were thus engaged, a plane from 
Manus spotted one of the subs (apparently RO-II^ 
in the Japanese scouting line. The plane dropped 
bombs; the undersea scout went deep: the pilot ra- 
dioed the word to Admiral Halsey’s flagship- This 
report convinced Halsey that the enemy had estab- 
lished an undersea scouting line off the Admiralties- 
Halsey himself favored such submarine tactics, au 
the reported contact— one of several— prompted m 
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A battle-scarred veteran comes home showing her scars and 
wearing her decorations. This is the famous England which de- 
stroyed Toyoda’s scouting line by sinking six Jap subs in twelve 


days. Note the iiiils rccadcd on !:cr inldgr. T:,‘\, (: <:f!c. 

she set the record, England herself was blasted by a kamikaze 
This picture shows her arrival at a West Coast port for repairs 











Robert I. Paine, sister sliij) of the destroyer-escort England, jeas ship xeas armed leith 3-inch guns, had a complement of 220 men, 

with the Rlocl: Island grouf) when that jeep carrier xeas tor- and could make a maximum speed of 21 knots with her turbo- 

pedoed, and rescued 277 of the Block Island crew. This type of electric drive. She xeas NOO tons xeith atx overall length of 306 feet. 



Types of Japanese submarines. In the foreground are two-man midget subs. IValton B. Pendleton, skipper of England at the 

Beyond these arc the RO-boats, 239 feet overall, with one 3-inch gun and four time that destroyer-escort killed six picket RO- 

21-inch torpedo tubes, capable of 16 knots on the surface, 9 knots submerged. boats and ruined the Japanese defensive plans. 



An early Japanese I-boat: The 1-3 was typical of the big sea-going enemy sub- These giant Jap subs, captured at the end of t le 

marines. Displacing about 2300 tons, armed xuith a 3-inch gun and six 21- war, were designed to carry aircraft in a hangar 

inch torpedo tubes, she made 17 knots on the surface, 9 knots submerged. on deck, but were underpowered and unwiel y. 




captain and crew. Modesty, however, would not re- 
strain her from pursuing her sensational career— 
which she did on the evening of May 2G. 

Spaced at 16,000 yards, England, George, and 
Raby were patrolling across dark seas toward Sceadler 
Harbor. At 2303 Raby picked up radar contact, range 
14,000 yards. One minute later England had the con- 
tact. She headed for the target. The Jap sub sub- 
merged when the range closed to 4,100 yards. Too 
late. At 2315 England’s sonar crew reported contact, 
range 1,700 yards. The DE slotvcd to 10 knots; maneu- 
vered into position; fired a hedgehog salvo at 2323. 
The salvo was echoed by basso explosions. 

England moved to the sidelines, and her team- 
mates took over with detection gear. Raby and 
George conducted a retiring search to the sub’s 
“7-hour circle,’’ but they were unable to locate the 
target. Reason: there was no target left to locate. 

At daybreak the destroyermcn discovered evidence 
of England’s deadly marksmanship. Greasy bubbles 
were blubbering to the surface at the sjiot where the 
sub had broken up. Boating through the bubbles, 
Raby’s men found a piece of mahogany with a brass 
fitting (perhaps part of a clirononicter case), deck 
planking, some hunks of cork, and other nondescript 
items of debris. One item found was a meat chopping 
block— a grim memento mori. The victim was even- 
tually identified as RO-108. 

So England had done it again. Five submarines 
within a weeki Toyoda’s scouts were suiTcring like 
the Ten Little Indians in the nursery rhyme. No. 1 
had been ousted by the plane from Manus. England 
had carried on as recounted. And then, as in tlie 
rhyme, that left only one. 

England, George, Raby, Hazelwood, and Spangler 
Kill RO-105 (Last Installment) 

At this stage of the England campaign, Halsey de- 
cided to send Hoggatt Bay to the scene. On May 30 
the escort-carrier (Captain W. V. Saunders) was in 
the waters off Manus. With her were destroyers 
Hazelwood (Commander V. P. Douw) and McCord 
(Commander W. T. Kenny). 

The destroyer-escort Spangler (Lieutenant Com- 
mander D. J. McFarlane, U.S.N.R.), had already 
been dispatched from Tulagi for a rendezvous with 
England, George, and Raby at Manus. She was 
waiting with a supply of hedgehog ammunition when 
Hains’ hunter-killer group came in on the afternoon 
of the 27 th. 

So the three DE’s found a sizable reception com- 
mittee on hand at Seeadler Harbor. They stayed 
overnight; loaded; took on fuel. Late afternoon of the 
28 th they were out again, Spangler included. 


Early in die morning of May 30 the destroyer 
Hazel\vood, sweeping with radar, picked up a “pip" 
at 15,000 yards. Time: 0144. At 0153 the “pip” evap- 
orated, but the destroyer immediately obtained sonar 
contact. FIazel^vood attacked with depth charges. 
Damage was probable, but she failed to flush the sub, 
Slie maintained contact until 0435, at which time she 
was relieved by George and Raby, called in to assist. 
The two DE’s had been echq-ranging in formation 
with England and Spangler, The latter pair, under 
Commander C. A. Thorwall, U.S.N.R. (ComCortDiv 
40, riding in England), continued the search. 

George established contact; made several attacks; 
finished off with a run at 0630, firing a full hedgehog 
pattern. Three explosions indicated hits. Raby fol- 
lowed through with several attacks. These the 
wounded sub evaded. The two DE’s spent the rest 
of the day trying to track the sub. By evening it was 
apparent that she was playing ’possum in a foxhole. 

Shortly after sunset tliree underwater blasts thun- 
dered in the sea. But evidence of destruction did not 
bob to tlic surface. The explosions were baffling. Had 
a tricky submarine skipper detonated torpedoes to 
deceive the hunters? So it seemed, for tlie DE’s pres- 
ently regained contact with the submersible. Raby 
and George were ordered to maintain the contact. 
The following morning they renewed tlie attack, 

Mcanivhilc, England and Spangler, overhearing 
TBS dialogue between Raby and George, steamed to 
the attack area. Arriving on die scene at 0500, they 
took position on the 5,000 yard circle. Spangler pres- 
ently maneuvered in to add her hedgehogs to die 
barrage. Her salvos missed. And at Uiat juncture the 
DE’s ivere warned by Halsey’s flagship that diey 
might be attacked by air and had better clear out. 

Pull out and let the cornered submarine escape? 
‘’Oh, hell,” Commander Hains exclaimed over die 
TBS, "Go ahead, EnglandI” 

So England went ahead. At 0729 she obtained 
sonar contact. Six minutes later Pendleton ordered 
the firing of a full salvo. The hedgehogs soared, dug 
in, and hit. Initial explosions were climaxed by a 


ship-shaking blast. 

Soon tlie surface was blotclied by a spew of debris. 
Reporting tlie matter. Lieutenant Commander Pen- 
dleton wrote: ”It is believed this submarine was de- 
stroyed. It seems that practice does make perfect. He 
need not have qualified these statements. RO-105 
had come to the end of the line. And England had 
polished off her sixth submarine. 


England and the RO-Boats (Epilogue) 

Six enemy submarines in 12 daysl In recognition 
of a feat unparalleled in Navy history, destroyer 
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escort England was awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

But England’s phenomenal A/S score was by no 
means the sum total of her accomplishment. Pendle- 
ton and his crew had done something more than anni- 
hilate six Japanese subs. They had wiped out a scout- 
ing line— one of the more important scouting lines of 
the Pacific War. 

Only one of the six RO-boats of the line escaped 
England’s deadly hedgehogs. That submarine— 
RO-117— was spotted by a PBY south of Truk lagoon, 
and done in forthwith. The others were done in by 
England. 

Even in the barest of summaries the record is im- 
pressive. 

She killed 1-16. 

She killed RO-106. 

She killed RO-104. 

She killed RO-116. 

She killed RO-108. 

And she finished off RO-105. 

With that Toyoda’s scouting line was totally abol- 
ished. In consequence, the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Japanese Combined Fleet at Tawi Tawi failed to 


get word which might have made all the difference 
between victory and defeat in the Battle of the Philip- 
pine Sea. 

For the word he did get was the gloomy intelligence 
that his scouting line had been sunk to the last sub. 
Not unnaturally he assumed that a great armada was 
assembling in the Manus area and that his undersea 
scouts had been obliterated by a horde of Allied war- 
ships. This assumption was never officially admitted, 
but in post-war statements Toyoda acknowledged 
that he thought the Allies were aiming their next 
drive at Palau. It would seem he based this deduc- 
tion on the A/S activity south of Truk. 

In any event, Toyoda hobbled a command decision 
and rushed 71 Jap planes from Guam to the Pelews. 
And, of course, those 71 planes were ultimately needed 
for the defense of Guam. 

If Toyoda’s decision was influenced by the destruc- 
tion of his Truk-Manus scouting line, England and 
her companions had indeed done something more 
than sink six RO-boats. All unknowing, they had 
achieved what amounted to a major feint— a strategic 
feint that threw Toyoda's defenses off base two weeks 
before the American drive for the Marianas. 
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CHAPTER 31 

WESTERN PACIFIC PUSH 



Destroyers Westward Ho! 

By the spring of 1944 the bastions of Japan’s inner Pacific defense 
line were crumbling like rotten ice. /Like a tidal wave the war was 
rushing westward toward Japan, toward the Philippines, and toward 
the Netherlands East Indies. Off the Japanese home islands, and deep 
within the seas of the Co-Prosperity Sphere, American submarines 
were tearing the Empire’s transportation lines to ribbons. Allied air- 
craft were pounding at such bases as Saipan, Palau, ahd Hollandia, 
New Guinea. Allied A/S teams were sinking Jap submarines in 
droves. And Allied fleets, including specifically American destroyers 
and destroyer-escorts, were daring the Imperial Navy to fight. 


The Kuriles, for example. Early in March they 
were visited by a United States task force from the 
Aleutians. The force was composed of the cruiser 
Richmond (Rear Admiral W. D. Baker) and eight 
destroyers. The DD roster included Picking (Com- 
mander R. S. Lamb), flagship of Captain H. F. Gear- 
ing, ComDesRon 49; Wickes (Commander W, Y. 
Allen, Jr.); Sproston (Lieutenant Commander M. J. 
Luosey); Young (Commander G. B. Madden); W. D. 
Porter (Commander W. A. Walter); Isherwood 
(Commander R. E. Gadrow), flying the pennant of 
Commander H. Wood, Jr., ComDesDiv 98; Kimberly 
(Commander Harry Smith), and Luce (Commander 
H. A. Owens). 

The force sortied from Massacre Bay, Attu, on the 
evening of March 1, and entered the Sea of Okhotsk 
about 0200 in the morning of the 4th. Mission: to 
search for a convoy reported in the vicinity of Mu- 
sashi Wan, and then bombard beaches in the area. 

Poor visibility and wild seas interfered with the 
search. If the convoy was there, it probably received 
a battering from the weather which equalled any- 
thing the warships could have handed out under the 
circumstances. Force 6 wind and foaming waves com- 
pelled Admiral Baker to abandon the search and 
cancel shore bombardments. 


Retiring from the Okhotsk area, the ships were 
buffeted by a storm that started Richmond leaking 
and sent two destroyers into drydock for repairs. The 
other six DD’s made port with topside damage. 
Isherwood was worst off of the squadron. Butting 
head seas, she cracked a main injection casting. 

Four months later another task force sortied from 
Attu to take a crack at the Kuriles. This force— Task 
Force 94, under Rear Admiral E. G. Small— was con- 
siderably larger than Admiral Baker’s. It was com- 
posed of cruisers Chester (flagship), Pensacola, and 
Concord, and nine destroyers. Eight of the DD’s were 
veterans of the March raid. The newcomer was the 
C. J. Badger, captained by Lieutenant Commander 
J. H. Gotten. Isherwood was skippered by Lieuten- 
ant Commander L. E. Schmidt, and carried Com- 
mander W. G. Cooper, ComDesRon 98. W. D. Porter 
was captained by Commander C. M. Keyes. 

In the last week of June the force steamed west- 
ward to bombard Jap air installations on Kurabu 
Zaki on the southeast point of Paramushiro. As some 
257 planes were stationed in the area, the American 
force, which had no air cover, utilized the cover of 
a weather front. Excellent reports from a NaiT 
weather plane called the turn. Admiral Small led his 
ships out of Attu on June 24, and the force steame 
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into low visibility and foggy seas. Objective was 
reached on the 26th. The target was bombarded for 
20 minutes, and the destroyers sank several picket 
boats and shot up otlier small craft. Evidently Jap 
planes tried to locate the warships, for numerous 
"bogies” showed up on the radar scopes. But the ships 
retired across a vaporous seascape, and returned to 
Attu without incident. This was one time the North 
Pacific weather (accurately forecasted) aided and 
abetted the Navy’s raiders. 

The North Pacific strikes were geared in with Cen- 
tral Pacific raids and the general advance along the 
equator. In the South Sea islands the Navy's forces 
were marching in step with those in the Carolines 
and the Kuriles. Operating in the Bougainville area, 
some old hands ivere engaged in ringing down the 
curtain in the Solomons theater. Excerpt from report 
by Admiral Nimitz: 

Throughout March, destroyers of Divisions 42, 
43, 44, 45, 89 and 94 were active in the support 
of Army operations ashore. They operated under 
the direction of the Commanding General, XIV 
Army Corps, and provided counter-battery fire, 
bombarded enemy troops or installations ashore, 
and gave fire support for our troops as requested. 
In addition, they inaugurated a series of patrols 
coordinated with motor torpedo boats and LCI 
gunboats, supporting the smaller craft in their in- 
terdiction of enemy barge traffic. 

The destroyers in reference, nearly all of them 
war-scarred veterans of the Solomons campaign, are 
listed below in the next column. 

Although the war had swept on past the Solomons 
to Ae Admiralty Islands 500 miles to the westward, 
there were anti-climactical (and furious) battles 
fought on Bougainville. Major General O. W. Gris- 
wold’s forces which had been landed on Cape 
Torokina would have been in serious difficulty but 
for the support of Admiral Ainsworth’s cruisers, 
American aircraft, PT-boats, landing craft, and the 
destroyers enumerated. Among those DD divisions 
were Burke’s famous "Little Beavers,” Petersen’s 
veterans, and Earle’s case-hardened "cans.” The 
destroyers of Captain W. F. Petersen’s Squadron 22 
(flagship Waller) were ' the big guns of General 
Griswold’s "Bougainville Navy”. These destroyers 
performed yeomen service supporting the forces 
ashore and the strangulation blockade that had been 
thrown around the island. 

One of the last actions fought by destroyermen in 
the Bougainville area was dated August 5, 1944. On 
that day destroyer-escort Bowers (Lieutenant -Com- 
mander F. W. Hawes) approached the estuary of the 


DesDiv 42 


Fletcher 

Radford 

DesDiv 43 

Jenkins 

LaVallette 

Waller 


Saufley 

Pringle 

Renshaw 

Philip 


DesDiv 44 


Conway 


Eaton 

Cony 

DesDiv 45 

Sigourney 

Stanly 


Aulick 

Charles Ausburne 

Dyson 

Claxton 


DesDiv 89 


Halford 


Bennett 

Guest 

Hudson 

Fullam 


DesDiv 94 


Haggard 


Hailey 

Franks 


Johnston 


Jaba River to shell a batch of Japs who had driven 
off Fiji troops the previous June. Bowers’ gunnery 
convinced these recalcitrants that farming was better 
than fighting. At war's end the Japs on Bougainville 
were tending some of the nicest gardens in the South 
Pacific. 

Destroyermen Up the Ladder (Leadership Story) 

As someone once said, there are three kinds of 
naval leadership— good, indifferent, and bad. This 
text would not presume to analyze the leadership 
qualities of the Navy’s destroyer captains, division 
commanders, and squadron commanders who fought 
the battles of World War II. Actions speak louder 
than words, and the records of these commanders 
and skippers speak eloquently in their behalf. 

The record of Captain Arleigh ("31-Knot”) Burke 
could be seen, then, or perhaps it would be better to 
say "heard,” as an oration on good leadership. For 
nine months his DesRon 23 had been slugging it out 
in the Solomons, and they had practically worked 
themselves out of a job. Here is the story as told by 
"31-Knot” Burke: 

On the 23rd of March we returned to Purvis, 
where I received orders that I. was to be detached 
from DesRon 23 and was to report to Commander 
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Carrier Division 3 (Admiral Mitscher) as Chief of 
Staff. This nearly broke my heart because I knew 
that I would never again get a command, like this 
destroyer squadron. Never again would there be so 
many fine captains in one organization. Not only 
that, but I was leaving some of my very best 
friends. 

However, the whole squadron was going to join 
Task Force 58. The hunting in the South Pacific 
was nearly over. There was not much game left for 
our ships. The Japanese had not sent any surface 
craft to amount to anything out to Rabaul or 
Kavieng since our last sweep. Our ships were roam- 
ing at will around the Admiralties. There was 
nothing more for us to do in the Solomons, so we 
thought that perhaps this new duty would be pretty 
good. 

Military literature is loaded Avith dissertations on 
leadership. But it is doubtful that all their maxims, 
aphorisms, and formulae state the case any better 
than these plain words of that same “Si-Knot” Burke 
quoted from Battle Report, by Walter C, Karig; 

It happens to so many people who have been in 
battles for a long time. Their ideas of what is im- 
portant change rapidly. Things that used to be very 
important were completely unimportant now. Good 
food was important. A glass of beer was important. 
What your shipmates thought of you was impor- 
tant. But what was written down on a piece of 
paper, or what somebody who was not fighting 
thought about how you were fighting, that was 
completely unimportant. He didn’t know what he 
was talking about. We knew that. It was obvious 
from some of the letters, too, although nobody had 
criticized us. But we could read criticism of other 
people’s action, and we commenced to believe that 
it took a combat man to analyze another combat 
man’s action. And even then it can’t be done be- 
cause nothing can ever be completely written in 
action. The reason why a commander made the 
decision that he did make is probably obscure. 

I’ve tried keeping logs on the bridge, keeping 
yeomen to write down all the reasons why I was 
going to do a certain thing. But then when the 
stress came I would probably think of a half dozen 
reasons very quickly. The yeoman would perhaps 
be asleep and I would hate to wake him up, and 
I’d let it go. Or perhaps he didn’t even have time 
to write it down. In any case I made the decision 
and hoped it was right. But I never recorded all 
the reasons why I made it or why I did not make 
some other decision. The same thing is true with 
everybody. Without the stress and the strain and 


the limit on time, nobody can actually duplicate 
the strain that a commander is under in making 
a decision during combat. Consequently it’s a brave 
man, or an incautious one, who criticizes another 
man for the action which he took in battle unless 
it is obviously an error caused by lack of character. 

There is a veteran destroyerman speaking. And he 
says a lot between the lines. 

Saufiey Kills 1-2 

After the Battle of Cape Esperance (October 11-12, 
1942), a Jap submarine had attacked the destroyer 
McCalla, which was combing the waters nortli of 
Savo for survivors. The sub which had made that frus- 
trated effort was the 1-2. 

The 1-2 was still in the Solomons area in the spring 
of 1944. That was her last season on that or any 
front. On April 7, DesDiv 43 (Renshaw, Saufley, 
Pringle, and Philip) was patrolling in the vicinity of 
Mussau and Emirau Islands. At 0630 Saufley’s sonar 
tagged a submarine 1,350 yards distant. Lieutenant 
Commander D. E. Cochran conned the ship for a 
depth-charge run. 

At 0645 Saufley dropped a conventional 9-charge 
pattern. Thirty minutes later she dropped anothei of 
the same. Eight minutes after that a couple of heavy 
deep-sea explosions shook the ship. Sonar contact 
evaporated. Saufley “pinged” all over the seascape 
to no avail. Then, at 1120, an expanding oil slick 
was located about four miles from the scene of the 
last depth-charging. The oil was analyzed and found 
to be Diesel. By sunset the slick was 14 miles long. It 
marked the grave of 1-2, Saufley’s No. 2 submarine 
kill. 

American Epaulets on the Admiralties 

Just west of the Bismarcks lie the Admiralty 
Islands, the next stepping stone on the Allied road 
through the Southwest Pacific to the Philippines. An- 
nexed by Germany in Bismarck’s day, the Admiralties 
were taken over by Australia after World War I, and 
seized by Japan in 1942. The Japs built airfields on 
Los Negros and at Seeadler Harbor, Manus. On 
February 29, 1944, MacArthur’s forces went ashore on 
Los Negros. Reconnaissance had been sketchy, an 
Intelligence underestimated the Jap garrison. As a 
result, a bitter battle exploded on the beachhead. 

Kinkaid’s Seventh Fleet forces provided heroic sup- 
port for the hard-pushed Army troops. A task group 
under Rear Admiral W. M. Fechteler spearheade 
the assault. The group was composed of Captain Jesse 
H. Carter’s veteran DD’s— Reid, Flusser, Mahan, 
Drayton, Smith, Bush, Welles, Stockton, and Stev- 
enson. High-speed transports Humphreys, Brooks, 
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and Sands carried the expeditionary pioneers. The 
approadi tvas covered by cruisers Phoenix and Nash- 
ville and destroyers Daly, Hutchins, Beale, and 
Bache, under Rear Admiral R. S. Berkey. 

The landing ships were met by heavy artillery fire, 
but the troops went doggedly ashore. Reinforcements 
were brought in, and in three weeks the Los Negros 
garrison was subdued. Simultaneously, Manus Island 
was invaded. Into Seeadler Harbor on March 8 
went transport destroyers Long and Hamilton, es- 
corted by the AVilkes and the Swanson. Supporting 
the Admiralty beachheads, some of the destroyers, 
such as DesDiv 26, encountered ferocious enemy 
salvos. 

The destroyers of DesDiv 26 tvere: Wilkes (Com- 
mander F. Wolsieffer), Nicholson (Commander W. 
W. Vanous), Swanson (Commander E. L. Robertson, 
Jr.), and Smith (Lieutenant Commander F. V. List). 
The division was commanded by Commander A. J. 
Greenacre, riding in 'WiLKr^. The ships airivcd off 
Hyane Harbor, Los Negros, on March 4, 1944. The 
group was directed by Captain Carter (ComDesRon 
5) to relieve four otlicr DD’s whicli had been patrol- 
ling the harbor. 

In the daytime tlie ships maintained an A/S screen. 
During tlie night they patrolled independently, keep- 
ing watch for barge traffic, and delivering shore 
bombardments on call. On the morning of the 6th, 
'Nicholson was ordered to Seeadler to draw fire from 
shore batteries and thus determine their location. 

Not only did Nicholso.n succeed in drawing fire, 
but she located and blasted the batteries which ex- 
posed themselves. In so doing she was hit by a shell 
from a naval gun which put her No. 2 gun out of 
action, killed three men, and seriously wounded two. 

Rear Admiral Fechtcler lauded DesDiv 26 for 
"an excellent perjormance." He remarked, ‘ Fire sup- 
port units on call in the immediate assault area con- 
tributed materially to the progress of forces ashoie. 
Other destroyers which contributed to that progress 
in the Admiralties were Mullany and Ammen, and 
H.M.A.S. Warramunga. 

Seeadler Harbor gave the Seventh Fleet an excep- 
tionally good anchorage, and Manus soon developed 
into a major Southwest Pacific base for Allied opera- 
tions. With the Admiralties in Allied hands. Rabaul 
was sealed off. The war rushed on past tire Bismarcks, 
3nd the Rabaul citadel became about as useless as a 
decaying castle in Spain. 

In mid-March the MacArthur steamroller was Hat- 
‘<=ning such New Guinea bases as ^Vewak. Seventh 
^ieet destroyers joined Army air in pounding t is 
J^P outpost. On March 18-19, Task Group 74.5 
taided tlie "Wowak-Hollandia area. The group was 


composed of destroyers Daly (flagship of Captain 
K. M. McManes, ComDesRon 24), Hutchins, Beale, 
Mullany, and Ammen. Shipping in Wewak Harbor 
was shelled and several small craft were sunk. A few 
"bogies” were picked up, but no air attacks devel- 
oped. The raid advised the Japs that their hold on 
northwest New Guinea was slipping. 

In April the Japs on Java and Sumatra received 
similar advices. On the 19th of that month the East 
Indies were visited by forces from Trincomalee, Cey- 
lon. Crossing the Indian Ocean, an Allied fleet under 
Admiral J. F. Somerville, R.N., struck at Sabang, 
Sumatra. Operating with this force from India were 
American destroyers Cummings, Dunlap, and Fan- 
ning. A month later (May 17) the same force delivered 
an air attack on Soerabaja, Java. 

Meanwhile, MacArthur’s forces, carried by Seventh 
Fleet amphibs, had gone leapfrogging to Aitape and 
Hollandia. Task Force 58 was called south to provide 
air cover for tlie Hollandia drive, but the big Central 
Pacific carriers enjoyed something of a holiday, and 
they were released almost immediately to conduct 
strikes against Truk and Panope. By June MacArthur 
troops were entering Geelvink Bay near the western 
end of New Guinea. The Japs in the Geelvink area 
put up a savage fight, and destroyers were called upon 
to bombard Biak Island lying athwart the mouth of 
the bay. 

Destroyer Reid (Commander S. A. McCornock) off 
Biak was lacerated by near misses when Jap aircraft 
attacked on June 3. In company with destroyers 
Mustin and Russell she was on duty in the mouth 
of Geelvink when Jap planes dived out of the clouds 
at about 1100. In the battle that ensued the destroyer 
was bombed and strafed by "Tonies” and "Tojos.” 
Reid shot down two planes, and sent two others veer- 
ing off with smoke pouring from their tails. Any- 
where from 15 to 20 Jap aircraft had struck at the 
ship. Remarkably enough, she fought her way out 
from under with no more damage than four small 
holes in her superstructure and superficial injury to 
her SG radar antenna. One sailor was killed and 
some six were wounded in the furious action. 

On the night of June 8-9 an Allied force contain- 
ing cruisers H.M.A.S. Australia (flagship) and 
Phoenix, and DesDivs 47, 48, and 49, plus two Aus- 
tralian destroyers, made contact with a Jap reinforce- 
ment convoy of five destroyers off Biak. The Japs 
fled northwestward as the Allied force "poured on the 
coal” to close the range. The American destroyers 
chased, hurling long-range salvos at the fleeing ships. 
The enemy destroyers returned the gunfire and un- 
leashed some torpedoes at their pursi " *, on 

Hfl hit in this •' ■ 
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commander noted, "Gun action at or near maximum 
range is usually wasted effort. All one can hope for is 
a lucky hit." 

By mid-September the hea \7 ships of the Seventh 
Fleet were bombarding the airfields of Halmahera 
Island and the beachheads of Morotai. Army troops 
waded ashore on Morotai on September 15. Mac- 
Arthur’s vanguard was less than 350 miles from Min- 
danao. But the big shock to Tokyo was die Battle of 
the Philippine Sea and die American invasion of the 
Marianas. All of whicli happened diat June. 

Destroyers to Saipan and Tinian (Marianas Cam- 
paign) 

The Battle of the Philippine Sea (June 19-21, 1944) 
featured American submarine work. Navy Air, anti- 
aircraft gunnery, and the blasting of Toyoda’s "Plan 
A-Go.” Participation by Destroyers Pacific was more 
or less limited to A/S screening, AA gunnery, and the 
usual jobs detailed to destroyers serving with a Fast 
Carrier Task Force. The complex moves of this battle 
cannot be covered in a text devoted to destroyer war- 
fare. Toyoda’s planning has been discussed in the 
previous chapter. As was related, the submarine- 
massacre staged by destroyer-escort England and her 
companions did much to scramble the Japanese "A- 
Go" plan. When Nimitz’s invasion forces approached 
the Marianas during the second week in June, 1944, 
Toyoda was unprepared to throw his full strengdi 
into the defense of the archipelago. By the time he 
got Kurita’s battleships into the Philippine Sea, 
Ozawa’s carriers had been detected in the area, Saipan 
had suffered a tremendous bombardment, and 
Marines were going ashore on the island’s soutliwest 
coast. 

As the Jap Combined Fleet raced eastward from 
the Philippines to plug the leaky Mariana defenses. 
Task Force 58 took position in the waters off the 
archipelago, and squared away to have it out with the 
oncoming Japs. At 1000 in the morning of June 19, 
Task Force 58 groups were attacked by Jap naval and 
land-based planes. That was the beginning of what 
came to be called the "Marianas turkey shoot.’’ 
Before the end of the day nearly 400 Jap planes had 
been shot out of the sky by AA fire and American 
fighters. The Japs landed one bomb on battleship 
South Dakota, and a crashing plane dealt minor 
damage to the Indiana. Some 27 American aircraft 
were lost. So was the battle, for the Japanese. 

Immediately after the "turkey shoot,” Admiral 
Spruance ordered Mitscher’s carrier forces to run 
westward and attack the Imperial Fleet. But the Jap 
fleet was already hauling out for Japan at best speed. 
American submarines had ambushed several of 


Ozawa’s finest carriers. The Jap ships were out i 
pilots, out of gas, and out of confidence. Naval aircra 
caught up with them, however, and then they wo 
out of the carrier Hitaka, a destroyer, and a fle 
oiler. Navy bombs dug holes in three more flat-top 
and damaged a battleship, three cruisers, and thn 
tankers. Toyoda had lost control of the sea, and tl 
Imperial Navy was now a reluctant dragon with i 
wings badly clipped as it raced for home and sancti 
ary at 20 knots. 

Almost immediately aftenvard the Japs receive 
more bad news from the Marianas front. Saipai 
Tinian, and Guam in this bastion of the Empire wei 
strongly defended by land batteries, land-based ai 
and large garrisons. But they could not hold oi 
against the Central Pacific steamroller, once contn 
of the surrounding seas was lost. It was lost, as h: 
been noted, in the Battle of the Philippine Sea. 

The forces whiclr undertook the Saipan invasio 
ivere organized along the lines of the "Flintlocl; 
forces that took the Marshalls. Vice Admiral Turner 
Expeditionary Force contained 535 ships and ca 
ricd some 127,500 Marines and Army troops to tl 
Marianas beachheads. The invasion troops were oj 
posed by about 50,000 Japanese, over half of whoi 
garrisoned Saipan. Chief objective on Saipan was tli 
large airfield on tlie southern end of tire island. ^ 
this field was witliin range of hea \7 artillery o 
Tinian, that island also had to be taken. Guam als 
was on the agenda— former American territory dr 
for recapture. 

American destroyers fought hard battles in th 
Marianas campaign. Early on the scene were di 
stroyers Burns and Coivell, serving as picket ship 
for Task Group 58.1 conducting the first Mariam 
strike. About noon on June 11 the destroyer tear 
went into action, reporting a "bogie” and vectorin 
CAP (Combat Air Patrol) planes to intercept. Tha 
and several other Jap planes were shot down befor 
evening. Typical picket duty for typically sharp DD i 

Bombarding Tinian Harbor on June 14, destroye 
Braine (Commander W. W. Fitts) silenced severa 
enemy batteries. She took a direct hit which kilk' 
three men and wounded 15, but escaped other salvo 
by radical maneuvering. 

Off Saipan on June 15, destroyers Boyd and Chat 
RETTE, under Commander W. M. Sweetser, ComDei 
Div 92, trapped and sank the Jap cargoman Tatsc 
TAGAWA Maru. The marUj carrying Jap "labored, 
was en route from Saipan to Yokosuka. She was £ 
tected about 30 miles from Task Group 58.1 an( 
attacked by aircraft. Division flagship Boyd requestei 
and received permission to gun down the ship. 
and Charrette shelled the vessel around noon, an' 


406 




'.hA Yr'^ 






, ^■'- 




1 - 3 :? *• 


•y '^’ 

^l|*| I.rf*} 


lsl£' 


-i — ,'i*r ■■ 




Destroyer at work with 

ewer fhedemoUtTonZuld clearing away obstacles for the land- 


ing scheduled to take place next ■ 
and recovering UDT’s was only one of^ 
carried out by destroyers in AH' -' 






A destroyer's wardroom is used for more than serving meals, playing card 
games, and holding courts-martial. During the battle for Saipan, medical aid 
is given aboard Monssen (DD 798) while supporting the landing forces. 
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Destroyers work over the Japs on Saipan. The bottom 
photograph shows McNair with her flock of trans- 
ports and merchantmen off the Marianas after D-day. 





■ 




Off Guam, east of Agano, Farragut shells Jap caves and gun emplacements 
at pointblank range— and while she was doing it, her stateside mail was 
delivered aboard. Marianas assault forces included 179 DD’s and DE's. 
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Kalk helps refloat stranded LST's at Biak luith 
wash from a high-speed run close to the Beach, an 
(bottom) supports the landings at pointblank range. 










Marianas Turkey Shoot. In the two-day battle almost 500 Jap planes were 
destroyed, stripping the Japanese fleet of most of its experienced naval 
aviators. U. S. losses included 150 planes, but only 76 aviation personnel. 


A Jap survivor of the Turkey Shoot picked up ) 
Healy (top). The pillars of smoke (bottom) are f mm 
Jap merchantmen of a 32-ship convoy that was sun . 




in less than seven minutes the maru rolled over and 
sank. Charrette picked up 112 unhappy survivors. 

One of the busiest CD’s on the Saipan front was 
Phelps (Lieutenant Commander D. L. Martineau). 
On duty oS Saipan from June 15 to June 22, she per- 
formed dozens of missions. During the evening of 
June 19, while alongside the repair ship Phaon, she 
loaded ammunition from small boats while repairing 
battle damage and dealing out a shore bombardment 
with her forward guns. Answering call fire, she ex- 
pended a total of 958 rounds. This ambidexterous 
performance followed a shooting match which took 
place during the morning watch— a duel with a shore 
battery in which Phelps was struck by two medium- 
caliber shells. One hit below her bridge, and the 
other struck on the starboard side near the base of 
her No. 2 stack. Sixteen men were wounded (one 
fatally) by the explosions. Phelps had gone alongside 
Phaon for repairs when she went into evening action 
as related. 

On December 16 destroyer Shaw and high-speed 
transport Gilmer shot up some Jap shipping off the 
southwest end of Saipan, During this action Gilmer 
was peppered by machine-gun fire from a small maru, 
or "sea truck." Five of these wooden vessels had been 
detected. Four were gunned down by Gilmer, one by 
Shaw. 

Perhaps the hardest destroyer action in the Mari- 
ana campaign was fought by Fire Support Unit Three 
—battleship Colorado (Rear Admiral T. D. Rud- 
dock, Jr.), cruiser Cleveland and destroyers Remey 
(flagship of Captain J. G. Coward, ComDesRon 54), 
Norman Scott, and Monssen. During the assault on 
Tinian on July 24 these ships conducted a diversion- 
ary demonstration off Tinian Town. Camouflaged 
Jap batteries opened fire about 0740. Colorado and 
Norman Scott were hard hit. Six 6-inch shells 
slammed into the Scott before she could dodge away. 
The blasting killed 19 men and wounded 63. Among 
those killed was the destroyer’s skipper. Commander 
S. D. Owens. "T/ze conduct of the Norman Scott,” 
wrote Admiral Oldendorf, "reflects great credit upon 
. , . its complement and upon the courageous name 
which it bears." 

June, 1944, was also a bad month for Admiral 
Miwa’s submarine fleet. Nine ocean-going subs were 
abolished by Allied A/S work that month. United 
States Navy destroyermen were responsible for six of 
the nine abolishments. 

Taylor Downs T5 

Destroyer Taylor (Commander N. J. F. Frank) 
was a screening ship with Captain W. V. Saunders' 
Task Group 30.4, built around escort-carrier Hog- 


CATT Bay. The group was engaged in^a hunter-killer 
patrol north of the Admiralty Islands. In the after- 
noon of June 10, 1944, one of the "jeep carrier” 
planes sighted a long oil slick trailing across the 
seascape, and Taylor was detailed to make an inves- 
tigation. 

The destroyer steamed for the spot at 1341, and in 
a short time picked up sonar contact. Commander 
Frank directed two depth-charge attacks. While man- 
euvering for a third attack, Taylor saw the sub- 
marine lunge to the surface dead ahead, at a range of 
2,400 yards. Immediately the ship opened fire on the 
I-boat. Shells slammed around the enemy conning 
tower, and smoke rolled across the sea as the sub sub- 
merged. Steaming to the spot where the I-boat went 
under, the destroyer launched three more depth- 
charge patterns. About nine minutes after the third 
pattern was dropped, and eleven minutes after the 
submarine dived, the sea was roiled by underwater 
demolition. 

The explosions sent the usual litter to the surface- 
deck planking, chunks of wood, and oil. The kill was 
made about 180 miles off the Admiralty Islands. The 
dead submarine was eventually identified as the Japa- 
nese 1-5. 

Bangust Kills RO-111 

On the night of June 10-11, 1944, the destroyer- 
escort Bangust (Lieutenant Commander C. F. 
MacNish, U.S.N.R.) was steaming independently 
from Pearl Harbor to Kwajalein Atoll. She was about 
60 miles east of Roi when her radar registered a 
suspicious “pip.” Time: 2325. 

At 2342 a vessel was sighted emerging from a rain- 
squall. The silhouette was blurred in the streaky 
dark, and immediate identification was impossible. 
But by the time Bangust had closed the range to 
3,000 yards the stranger had the look of a small sur- 
face craft or a submarine. Commander MacNish chal- 
lenged twice. Deigning to offer no reply, the stranger 
turned away and submerged. 

Bangust was on the trail. like a mongoose after a 
cobra. Tracking, sonar contact, search and attack 
followed the usual pattern. The DE unleashed three 
hedgehog salvos with negative results. A fourth salvo 
was nothing if not positive. A spatter of explosions 
amplified into a huge undersea blast. After which the 
listening sonar crew heard in the sea an effervescent 
hissing, bubbling, and gurgling. Diesel fumes came 
drifting across the water. The destroyermen searche 
the area until 1700 in the afternoon of June 11- 
Bangust never regained sonar contact with the su 
The submersible had gone beyond "pinging” range. 

In its wake it had left a telltale oil slick and a strew 
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of diced cork. Post-war inquest divulged the sub’s 
identity. Bangust had killed RO-111. 

Melvin Sinks RO-36 

Cruising off Saipan on June 13, 1944, an RO-boat 
unluckily met up with the destroyer Melvin (Com- 
mander W, R. Edsall). Melvin was a member of Rear 
Admiral Oldendorf’s Task Group 62.17. 

At 2202 the Task Group Commander sent Melvin 
to investigate an unidentified radar target. Within 
four minutes the destroyer had tlie contact at 6,000 
yards. Closing to 4,000, the DD opened up with gun- 
nery, using full radar-control salvo fire. A brilliant 
flash indicated a hit by tlie second salvo. The target 
promptly disappeared from the radar scope. 

At 2239 sonar contact was obtained, range 2,900 
yards. Commander Edsall conned Melvin into posi- 
tion for a deptli-charge attack, and a full pattern was 
sent rolling at 2245. Swinging aivay from the explod- 
ing charges, the destroyer passed through a fog of 
Diesel fumes. Evidently the sub had been hard hit by 
the 5-inch barrage. 

A second and third deptli-charge attack ivas deliv- 
ered on tlie undersea target. When contact could not 
be regained, Melvin ivas ordered to abandon search 
and rejoin the task group formation. The time was 
2331. In sometliing like an hour and a half the de- 
stroyer had come, seen, and conquered. The victim 
was RO-36. And, as will be noted, Melvin was just 
warming up. 

Burden R. Hastings Kills RO-44 

Early in the morning of June 16, 1944, tlie de- 
stroyer-escort Burden R. Hastings was proceeding 
independently to Pearl Harbor from Eniwetok. She 
was about 120 miles east of the atoll when she picked 
up a long-distance radar contact (range 20,000 yards). 
By 0337 she had closed the range to 5,000 yards. Un- 
able to identify the target, tlie DE’s skipper. Lieuten- 
ant Commander E. B, Fay, U.S.N.R., challenged with 
Aldis lamp. Upon receiving no reply, he ordered a 
starshell spread. Under a spray of light the stranger’s 
silhouette was seen to submerge. 

The DE had the sonar contact at 0354, Steaming 
forward on the attack, she opened fire with hedge- 
hog. The second salvo scored a thunderous explosion 
at shallow depth, and phosphorescent lightning 
flashed and fluttered through the water. The Hast- 
ings cruised over the spot where this luminous dis- 
play flared and faded, and four depth charges were 
flung overside. About five seconds after these charges 
exploded, there was a blast which shook the DE from 
stern to stem. The jolt threw out the circuit-breaker 
on the forward main motor and caused a loss of gyro 


power for about 15 minutes. In the wake of that 
thunderclap sonar contact was gone for good. 

At sunrise the DE’s lookouts saw an interesting 
smear of oil and debris. Out of this litter some anatom- 
ical scraps were picked up, and the boat crew found 
a varnished oak boxtop tagged with an aluminum 
name-plate. The plate identified the exploded sub- 
marine as the RO-44, 

Wadleigh and Melvin Sink RO-114 

On June 17, 1944, Oldendorf’s task group was shar- 
ing the seascape about 100 miles west of Saipan with 
another RO-boat, The area was not big enough for 
both of them, so tlie RO-boat had to go. It went, 
after destroyer Melvin obtained radar contact with 
the surfaced sub at 7,400 yards. The sub went under 
as Melmn closed the range, but she did not go deep 
fast enough. 

Visibility was practically zero, but after the sub- 
marine dived, vision did not matter, Melvin’s sonar 
detected the submersible at 2,500 yards. This contact 
was made at 0115. Commander W. R. Edsall 
launched a deliberate attack, and a full pattern of 
depth charges was sent deep. The destroyer followed 
tlirough with two “dry” runs. She had only 12 charges 
left, and ivas keeping her powder dry. Destroyer Wad- 
leigh (Commander W. C. Winn) was thereupon dis- 
patclied by ComDesRon 54 to take over the attack. 

Wadleigh took over by dropping four patterns. In 
the booming wake of this 4-cliarge pattern tlie sea 
echoed to a blast which sent vibrations through the 
destroyers “upstairs.” Thereafter, sonar contact was 
unobtainable. 

The destroyers terminated their hunt when sun- 
rise revealed on tlie water an extensive smear of oil 
and a variety of debris. The sub’s obituary notice was 
eventually found in Admiral Miwa’s records. Wad- 
leigh and Melvin had destroyed the RO-114. This 
was Melvin’s second kill in four days. 

Newcomb and Chandler Sink 1-185 

Destroyer Newcomb (Commander L. B. Cook), flag- 
ship of ComDesRon 56, and destroyer-minesweeper 
Chandler (Lieutenant Commander H. L. Thomp- 
son, Jr.) were members of a screen for transports 
which were maintaining a flow of supplies and troops 
to Saipan. In the morning of June 22, 1944, New- 
comb acquired a sudden sonar contact at 0903. Com- 
mander Cook conned the ship for an urgent attack. 
Depth charges were dropped at 0906. Fast workl 

At 0907 the ex-“four-piper” Chandler teamed up 
with Newcomb on the attack. The two ships were 
“pinging” for the target when, at 1023, the sea echoed 
to two rumbling explosions. Sixty seconds later 
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Chandler made sound contact with the target, and 
dropped an 8-charge pattern. Up came a pungent oil 
slick and a mess of debris. Spelling each other off, 
Newcomb and Chandler depth-charged the water 
which was spewing this oily rubbish. At 1144, after 
a last attack by Chandler, there was a final deep- 
sea explosion. 

“Debris in area 'of attack included cork slabs, wood, 
Diesel oil, and human entrails." 

The end had come for Imperial Navy submarine 

I- 185. 

She was the sixth submarine downed by American 
destroyermen in the Pacific during the month of 
June, 1944. With July coming up on the calendar, 
the A/S campaign went ahead in high gear. 

Riddle and David W. Taylor Kill I-IO 

Independence Day, 1944, was a dark day for Japa- 
nese submarine I- 10. She was keeping her head down 
that evening, but not down far enough when Task 
Group 50.17 (a fuelling group consisting of six oilers 
and an escort-carrier) cruised by. Screening units in 
this group were destroyer-escort Riddle (Lieutenant 
Commander R. H. Cramer, U.S.N.R.) and destroyer 
David W. Taylor (Commander W. H. Johnsen). The 
ships were minding their business in waters off the 
Marianas when Riddle, at 1707, made sonar contact 
with the I-boat at 6,000 yards. 

While the formation maneuvered to avoid the 
“skunk,” the DE dropped an embarrassing barrage of 
depth charges. At 1732 she let fly with hedgehog. 
Three minutes later the Taylor was sent by Com- 
DesRon 51 to assist. While the DD was heading for 
the scene of action. Riddle fired two more hedgehog 
salvos, and followed through with a depth-charge run. 

Taylor had sonar contact at 1822, and dropped an 

II- charge pattern four minutes later. All charges ex- 
ploded boisterously. At 1828 both ships heard and 
felt a stupendous undersea blast. A flock of bubbles 
rose to the surface, and Taylor came upon a large 
pond of oil and flotsam. The ships continued the 
search for about 20 hours, but they could find noth- 
ing more. 

And they had found enough. On the sea bottom, 
her pressure hull burst and her compartments proba- 
bly flooded, lay the I-IO. Evidently she was downed 
by the old one-two— staggered by Riddle, and floored 
by David W. Taylor. 

William C. Miller Kills 1-6 

At 2120 in the evening of July 13, 1944, an A/S 
plane spotted a Jap sub submerging about 78 miles 
west ’of Rorogattan Point, Saipan. Dispatched on 
hunter-killer mission by ComDesRon 56, Commander 


of the Saipan Transport Area Screen, destroyer-escort 
William C. Miller (Lieutenant Commander D. F. 
Francis, U.S.N.R.) and high-speed transport Gilmer 
arrived on the scene at 0022 in the morning of the 
14 th. 

The two ships searched until well after sunrise be- 
fore the target was located. Then at 0720 the Miller 
made sonar contact at 1,700 yards. Her skipper 
conned the DE in for a run, and she laid 13 charges 
in a neat pattern across the seascape. Lieutenant Com- 
mander Francis opened the range; contact was re- 
gained at 1,500 yards; another 13-charge pattern was 
fired. The Miller started a third attack, but broke 
off the approach when the lookouts saw chunks of 
wood popping to the surface. A moment later the 
destroyermen heard a series of underwater booms. 
The sea churned and boiled. Thirteen charges were 
dropped into the swirl. Much debris rose with a spew 
of oil. 

The destroyermen fished up a fur-lined cap with 
Jap naval insignia attached. Also fished up were sev- 
eral bits of something which appeared to be human 
lung tissue. These were the last earthly remains of the 
crew which manned the Imperial Navy’s 1-6. 

Wyman Kills RO-48 

Destroyer-escort Wyman (Lieutenant Commander 
E. P. Parker, U.S.N.R.) was one of four DE’s screen- 
ing Hoggatt Bay. The hunter-killer group was on 
the prowl for bear along the convoy routes between 
Eniwetok and Saipan. On July 19, 1944, they had 
good hunting. 

At 0024 Wyman peeled off to track down a surface 
target picked up by radar at eight miles range. 
Twenty minutes later the “pip” flickered out on the 
radar screen, and Wyman’s sound crew immediately 
reported sonar contact. This was the familiar sub- 
marine affair, and Wyman gave it an ending equally 
familiar. By 0051 Lieutenant Commander Parker had 
the ship in attack position, and she fired a full pat- 
tern of hedgehogs. The projectiles missed. Thirty-one 
minutes later the hedgehogs were flying again. A 
crackle of explosions assured the destroyermen they 
had found the mark. 

At 0130 a number of deafening explosions roared 
into the DE’s .sound gear. Lost in the wake of this 
bombilation, contact could not be recovered. Wyman 
was presently joined by destroyer-escort Reynolds 
(flagship of ComCortDiv 49), and the two ships ran 
the legs of a retiring-search plan. After daylight they 
picked up oil samples and specimens of debris. While 
Wyman’s whaleboat was combing through the flot- 
sam, the little craft was attacked by eager airaaft 
from Hoggatt Bay, the airmen mistaking the boat 
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for' a surfaced sub. Two destroyermen were injured 
by the strafing planes before “recognition" was made. 
Fortunately Wyman’s boat did not join RO-48 on the 
ocean floor. 

Wyman and Reynolds Kill 1-55 

Late in July the Hoggatt Bay group added an- 
other submarine to the month’s A/S score. The ships 
responsible were destroyer-escorts Reynolds (Lieuten- 
ant Commander E. P. Adams, U.S.N.R.), flagship of 
Commander R. E. Lockwood, ComCortDiv 49, and 
Wyman. 

At 1733 in the evening of July 28, 1944, the two 
DE’s steamed away to track down a sub which had 
been sighted by Wyman’s lookouts and simultane- 
ously reported by Hoggatt Bay. When spotted, the 
submarine was 12i/^ miles from the hunter-killer 
group. As the two DE's headed for tlie submersible, 
she made haste to submerge. 

At 1805 Wyman’s Sound men reported contact, 
and nine minutes later Lieutenant Commander 
Parker had the ship in attack position. She fired a 
full pattern of hedgehogs straight to the mark. The 
sea boomed and banged, and the rataplan was con- 
cluded by a great deep-sea roar. 

Reynolds stepped in to fire a full hedgehog pat- 
tern. The projectiles sank in silence, and silence was 
reported by the DE Sonarmen. As was so often the 
case, this sonar silence was golden. It was followed 
by the discovery of an oceanic oil well, shattered 
planking, and scraps of woodwork. The woodwork 
was stamped with Jap ideographs. After the war this 
rubbish was identified as the residue of Japanese sub- 
marine 1-55. 

In sinking the 1-55, destroyer-escort Wyman made 
herself something of a record. As Commander Lock- 
wood noted in endorsing her Action Report, the 
U.S.S. Wyman “had two sound contacts, fired a total 
of. three hedgehog salvos, and destroyed two subs." 

Footnote to the A/S campaign: Of the six Jap 
submarines downed in July, 1944, American destroy- 
ermen accounted for four. 

Destroyers to Morotai 

By September, 1944, the Army-Navy amphibious 
team had cut the Bismarcks, the Admiralties, and 
New Guinea out of the Japanese Empire. The way 
to the Netherlands East Indies lay open, and the 
ground was cut from under the Jap-held Philippines. 
MacArthur’s Army forces and Kinkaid’s Navy forces 
were now prepared to slash their way to Mindanao. 

Between New Guinea and the southernmost Phil- 
ippine Islands, Halmahera reared its bulk as a step- 
ping stone. Off this Celebes land mass the Japs had 


established an outpost on the island of Morotai, and 
had strongly fortified it with artillery and a sizable 
garrison. But MacArthur had marked it for a fall. 
And D-Day was set for September 15, 1944. 

The Morotai defenses had not been too well ana- 
lyzed, and the landing forces had a tough fight on 
their hands before the Japs were put down. Operat- 
ing with the Amphibs were the destroyers of Rear 
Admiral R. S, Berkey’s Task Group 77.2, These DD’s 
were Hutchins (flagship of Captain K. M. McManes, 
ComDesRon 24), Daly, Beale, Bache, Abner Read, 
Bush, Ammen, Mullany, H.M.A.S. Arunta, and 
H.M.A.S, Warramunga, 

Destroyers to the Pelews 

Timed to coincide with landings on Morotai were 
the U.S. landings in the Pelews of the Caroline group. 
The invasion fleet sent to Palau contained some 800 
ships, tlie First Marine Division, and Army forces. 
D-Day was set for September 15, 1944. As usual, the 
drive for the beacliheads was spearheaded by de- 
stroyers. 

A tooth-and-claw fight was in prospect, for the 
enemy would not readily surrender diis base within 
500 miles of the Philippines, 

The occupation began with the biggest bombard- 
ment yet seen and heard in the Southwest Pacific. 
The DesPac DD’s had their work cut out for them at 
Peleliu. Typical duty was undertaken and accom- 
plished off that beachhead by destroyer Robinson 
(Commander E. B, Grantham, Jr.), flagship of Cap- 
tain T. F, Conley, Jr,, ComDesDiv 112. From Sep- 
tember 12 to September 29, Robinson operated non- 
stop as a unit of the Peleliu fire-support group. Here 
are some of the assignments which were on her busy 
agenda, 

(a) September 12-14; provided close fire support for 
UDT’s. 

(b) September 15-16: on call fire missions. 

(c) September 19-20: furnished night illumination 
and harassing fire. 

(d) September 21-22: night illumination fire and 
call fire. 

(e) September 22-23: night illumination fire and 
call fire. 

(f) September 24: shelling enemy barges. 

(g) September 26-27: night illumination and har- 
assing fire. 

(h) September 27-28: night harassing fire mission, 
and bombardment of Ngesebus. 

(i) September 28-29: night illumiriation fire. 

Perhaps Robinson’s most interesting mission in- 
volved close fire support for the Underwater Demoli- 
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tion Teams. Covering the "frog men" at their hazard- 
ous work, the destroyer hammered enemy machine- 
gun emplacements, pillboxes, trenches, and sniper 
hide-outs with 40 mm. and 5-inch. On September 22 
she shot it out with a number of Japanese tanks 
which came crawling out of the undergrowth, her fire 
spotted by a keen-eyed plane from cruiser Indianapo- 
lis. 

The minesweeping job in the Pelews was no mean 
task. The destroyers in the thick of it were Wadleigh 
(Commander W. C. Winn) and Bennett (Com- 
mander P. F. Hauck). On September 15 Wadleigh 
reported for duty as a radar picket off Kossol Passage. 
The following morning she took station astern of 
three sweepers to act as mine-demolition vessel while 
the eastern entrance of Kossol was being cleared. By 
1235 of that day the destroyer had demolished 11 
mines. She took care of another early in the after- 
noon. Then at 1428 she fouled a mine to starboard. 
The blast shattered her forward engine-room; her 
rudder was damaged; all power was lost. The sea 
poured into her engineering spaces, and the ship 
assumed a five degree list. Three men were killed by 
the explosion, and 15 were injured. Taken in tow by 
destroyer Bennett, the badly damaged vessel was 
hauled to safe anchorage, and valiant repair measures 
kept her afloat. 

"Ordinarily destroyers are not to be used as mine 
disposal vessels. ... The importance of establishing 
Kossol Passage as a seaplane base and temporary fleet 
anchorage justified the use of any ships available to 
free this area of the mine hazard.’’ So stated Vice 
Admiral T. S. Wilkinson, who comanded the inva- 
sion fleet. 

Commenting on the episode, Robinson's captain 
stated in his report: “The Commanding Officer knows 
of nothing more sinister looking than a moored mine 
some ten feet below the surface and close aboard his 
vessel. When once again in safe waters, all hands 
relaxed and, in spite of the intense heat, consumed 
much coffee.’’ 

In on the barge shooting at Peleliu was destroyer 
Heywood L. Edwards (Commander J. W. Boulware). 
Early in the morning of September 24 the Japs 
sneaked a large barge convoy into the lagoon. Ed- 
wards fired starshells, and then with her main battery 
joined a number of landing craft in blasting the 
targets. When Edwards ran low on starshells, she 
turned a searchlight on the lagoon. Barges were ex- 
ploding and sinking all over the scene. As far as is 
known, the entire reinforcement convoy was sunk— 
14 barges and several companies of soldiery abolished. 

"The H. L. Edwards',” wrote Rear Admiral Olden- 
dorf, ". . . never served more effectively than on the 


night of September 24, when she destroyed numerous 
enemy barges attempting to reinforce Peleliu.’’ 

Although the First Marine Division secured the 
southern end of Peleliu and the local airfield within 
two days, it took ten weeks and cost heavy Marine 
casualties to secure the entire island. 

Angaur Island was handily captured. The troops 
which had been assigned to that mission were trans- 
ported to Ulithi Atoll to capture that base. About 
350 miles northeast of Palau, Ulithi provided the 
Navy with a fine anchorage. The Japs had pulled out 
when the Americans arrived, and the atoll was by 
way of a “gift." It was cheerfully "accepted” on the 
morning of September 22 when Rear Admiral R. W. 
Hayler’s fire-support group, containing cruiser Den- 
ver and destroyers Ross (Commander Benjamin Coe) 
and Bryant (Commander P. L. High), steamed into 
the lagoon. Nearby Yap Island was occupied at the 
same time. By October, 1944, Nimitz’s forces were 
firmly based in the western Carolines within easy 
striking distance of the -Philippines. 

For an operation of such magnitude, destroyer 
casualties had been extremely light. On October 28 
destroyer-escort Dempsey (Lieutenant Commander 
J. A. Weber) was lashed by machine-gun fire from a 
barge which slipped through the Peleliu screen. None 
of Dempsey’s crew suffered injury, and the barge was 
sunk for its pains. 

Hardest hit in the Palau battle was the crew of 
destroyer Bailey (Commander M. T. Munger). While 
on night picket station off Peleliu, the destroyer, act- 
ing as fighter-director ship, was mistaken, attacked, 
and strafed by American planes. Nine of her crew 
were killed and sixteen wounded. 

McCoy Reynolds Sinks 1-175 

While fleets, armies, and air forces were battling 
for possession of the Pelews, a little destroyer-escort 
was doing something about Miwa’s Submarine Fleet, 
and doing it independently and with dispatch. The 
DE was the U.S.S. McCoy Reynolds, skippered by 
Lieutenant Commander E. K. Winn, U.S.N.R. 

On September 26, 1944, while making a solitary 
run from Palau to Guam, the DE picked up radar 
contact at 0203 with a surface target, range 9,200 
yards. When the DE challenged, the target answered 
by vanishing from the radar scope. Submarine! 

McCoy Reynolds had sonar contact at 2,500 yards, 
and Winn maneuvered her in to fire hedgehog. The 
first salvo, uncorked at 0218, missed the mark. T e 
second, a full pattern fired eight minutes later, pro- 
duced a volley of detonations. The DE let fly vhth 
two more -hedgehog salvos. Then Winn directed a 
depth-charge attack. 
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Apparently the "ashcans” missed. So another hedge- 
hog barrage was fired. Crackling thunder echoed this 
salvo, and about seven minutes later a deep-sea blast 
shook the ship. Thereafter, sonar contact was unob- 
tainable. But twenty minutes after the thunderclap, 
an odorous spew of Diesel oil spread across the 
ocean's surface, along with splintered deck planking 
and fragments of office or cabin furniture. Japanese 
submarine 1-175 was no longer in the Land of the 
Living. 

Loss of U.S.S. Shelton (and Sinking of Seawolf) 

Always dangerous for the surface, air, and under- 
sea forces were areas of joint operation where safety 
lanes and attack zones were frequently shifted with 
the tide of battle, and security from friend and foe 
alike depended on a rapid relay of accurate informa- 
tion. In such a joint operational area two factors 
placed friendly forces in constant jeopardy. First, tlie 
enemy might invade the defined safety lane, thereby 
obtaining temporary sanctuary. Second, someone 
might fail to “get the word,” and open fire on a 
friendly unit detected in an area designated as safe. 
Early in October, 1944, these t\vo adverse factors 
linked up to produce for the Seventh Fleet forces a 
tragic hour that cost the Navy a hard-working de- 
stroyer-escort and an ace submarine. 

In the morning of October 3, 1944, a Seventh Fleet 
Task Group was steaming in the seascape off Morotai, 
on the road from New Guinea to the Philippines. 
The task group, built around the carriers Midway 
and Fanshaw Bay, was screened by destroyer-escorts 
Eversole, Edmonds, Richard M. Rowell, and Shel- 
ton. 

A new submarine safety lane, wherein American 
submarines would presumably be immune from attack 
by friendly forces, had recently been established in 
that area. On the morning in question, four Ameri- 
can subs were working in these “safe waters.” So was a 
Japanese submarine. 

Here was the set-up for dire trouble. The American 
hunter-killers on the surface and in the air were pro- 
hibited from attacking any sub detected in the safety 
lane because it presumably would be “friendly.” In 
consequence, the I-boat invader had that temporary 
sanctuary which at least would have compelled the 
hunters to make a positive identification before open- 
ing fire. The Japanese I-boat skulking off Morotai 
took advantage of this situation, and ambushed the 
hunter-killers. 

At 0807 the sub fired a long-range spread. Target 
was destroyer-escort Shelton (Lieutenant Com- . 
mander L. G. Salomon, U.S.N.R.j.'The ship’s look- 
outs glimpsed an oncoming wake at 900 yards, but 


before the DE could sprint away, a second “fish” 
struck the ship astern, blasting her starboard screw. 
Two officers and 11 men were killed by the explosion, 
and 22 of the crew were wounded. 

Destroyer-escort Rowell was directed to stand by 
the disabled DE and search for the submarine. While 
Rowell was circling Shelton, the injured ship’s 
listening gear heard the whisper of a submarine pro- 
peller. The word was passed to Rowell. At once 
Rowell’s skipper ordered a depth-charge salvo, and 
a pattern of “ashcans” went booming down into the 
sea. 

At 1130 two planes took off from the escort-carrier 
Midway to search the area. One of these planes 
sighted and dived on a submarine, bombing the 
submersible as it went down. The sighted sub was 
well ^vithin the safety lane, but the pilot who made 
tlie attack had not been properly informed on this 
detail. 

The plane marked the spot -with dye, and destroyer- 
escort Rowell ivas sent racing to the scene— a run 
which took her 18 miles from the spot where Shelton 
had been torpedoed. At 1310 Rowell made sound 
contact with the submarine. The DE let fly with 
hedgehogs. As she circled off after this unsuccessful 
attack, she heard faint signals from the submarine. 
The stuttering dots and dashes bore no resemblance 
to friendly recognition signals. And Rowell’s skip- 
per decided that an enemy sub was trying to "jam” 
the DE’s sound gear. 

So the DE made a second pass, throwing hedgehog 
projectiles. In the wake of this attack, four or five ex- 
plosions were heard. A large air bubble ballooned to 
the surface. Up came a small scatter of debris, and the 
DE’s lookouts saw what appeared to be a section of 
periscope. Rowell was convinced she had downed a 
Jap submarine. 

Meanwhile, the disabled Shelton had assumed a 
list, and efforts to stem the flood proved unavailing. 
Her crew, transferred to Rowell, was certain their 
fellow destroyermen had killed Shelton’s assailant. 
Affairs took a bad turn that evening when destroyer 
Lang arrived to take Shelton in tow. With destroyer 
Stevens screening, the long trek to port was begun. 
But Shelton was too far gone for salvaging. At 2145, 
while under tow, the damaged vessel capsized. 

As the hull remained adrift. Captain J. L. Mel- 
GAARD, ComDesDiv 4, in Lang, ordered the destroyer 
to sink the DE. About 2200 the destroyer’s guns 
roared, and the Shelton sank under a storm of fire. 

This brought the curtain down on a tragic drama. 
For the submarine sunk by Richard M. Rowell was 
not Japanese. The story emerged when the U.S.S. 
Seawolf, which had been en route fronT Manus to 
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Samar with a group of Army specialists, failed to ar- 
rive in the Philippines, Eventually it was learned 
that tlie famous Skawolf had been passing through 
the safety area at the fatal hour of the Rowell at- 
tack. Bucking heavy seas, the American submarine 
had been running a day behind schedule. She had 
informed the Commander of Task Force 72 of that 
fact, and the information had been promptly relayed 
to the Commander of the Seventh Fleet, But someone 
failed to get the word. The A/S forces off MoroLai 
never received this vital information. And, as has 
been related, die aviator from the Midway ivas un- 
aware that he had bombed a sub in a safety lane. 

In view of the grim evidence, the Submarine Force 
could only draw the unhappy conclusion that Sea- 
woi.F had been sunk by the aircraft bombing or by 
the hedgehog attacks delivered by Ricuard M. 
Rowell. A Board of Investigation held it unlikely 
that a submarine would try to jam the sound gear of 
an A/S vessel by transmitting signals. Rowell's Com- 
manding Officer was censured for failing to make an 
effort to identify the signalling submarine. However, 
the Board recommended that no disciplinary action 
be taken, as the DE captain’s action was considered 
"dne to ovcT'ZCniousness to destroy an enemy." And 
the major error was obviously a blunder in the com- 
munications system. Repeat: Somebody failed to get 
(or pass) the word. 

What of the submarine that torpedoed Shelton? 
She was identified after the war as Japanese sub- 
marine RO-41. After delivering die attack off Morotai, 
this RO-boat eventually returned to Japan. But the 
RO-4] herself w’as not on hand at war’s end to testify 
in her own behalf. As will be seen, in the spring of 
1945 she had one DE encounter too many. 

Convoy Shoot OfJ Mindanao 

Meanwhile, the Allied noose was steadily tighten- 
ing around the Japanese neck in the Philippines, In 
the South China Sea, Seventh Fleet submarines were 
on the rampage. Around Luzon the wolfpacks of the 
Pacific Fleet increased the pressure of a numbing 
blockade. Afloat and ashore the Japs were pounded 
by carrier aircraft, and Tojo’s forces in the archipela- 
go’s interior were harassed by relentless Filipino 
guerillas. By September, 1944, the Jap defenses were 
going soft. 

About 0900 in the morning of September 9, scout- 


ing U.S, aircraft reported a ship-train of some 32 
marus steaming south along the Mindanao coast. The 
convoy was made up of small freighters, oilers, and 
sampans, varying from 200 to 700 tons displacement, 
and they were hugging the shoreline timidly. 

At the time the report was received, Task Unit 
38.3.3, under Rear Admiral L. T. DuBose, was operat- 
ing with TG 38.3 some 60 miles east of Sanco Point, 
wliere the convoy had been spotted. DuBose’s task 
unit was composed of light cruisers Santa Fe (flag- 
ship) and Birmingham, and destroyers Laws (Com- 
mander L. O. Wood) flagship of Commander M. Van 
Metre, ComDesDiv 110; Prichett (Commander C. T. 
Caufield); Morrison (Commander W. H. Price); and 
Longshaw (Commander R. H. Speck). DuBose was 
directed to intercept and attack the convoy. Air cover 
w.as furnished die group by the carrier Langley. 

When the tvarships arrived off Cape Sanco they 
found the convoy already scrambled by the bombs of 
carrier aircraft. As DuBose’s ships steamed into range, 
planes were diving on the targets, five marus were 
burning, and some of the Jap vessels were racing to 
reach the shelter of Bislig Bay, 

The cruisers and destroyers opened fire at high 
noon, shelling all of the Jap craft. For an hour and 
forty-five minutes the American warships cruised off 
the coast "holding target practice on the enemy.” Du- 
Bose tersely reported, "All visible targets were sunk 
or otherwise wrecked." 

Apparently tlie convoy tvas unprotected by escorts, 
and if the marus carried weapons no one bothered 
to fire titem. When DuBose's ships ceased lire and 
headed away to rejoin the task group, some 9,000 to 
15,000 tons of Japanese shipping had been destroyed 
at no more cost than the expended ammunition. 

As a consequence, somewhere in the Philippines 
one more Jap garrison tightened its belt and went on 
short rations. Or perhaps somewhere in the home 
islands another gas tank went dry because an oiler 
failed to show up ivith Borneo petroleum. In any 
event this convoy-slaughter off Mindanao furnished 
the cruiser and destroyer participants with a glimpse 
into the future. The Philippine Islands were soggy- 
With Nimitz’s forces closing in from the north and 
center, and MacArthur’s forces coming up from the 
south, it would not be long before the Philippines 
would be out of the Japanese Empire. 

Operation “King Two" was in the making. 
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sqizadron under Admiral Shima. "Sho-Go” was to 
bring Ozawa down from the north; to bring Kurita 
up from the south; and to leave Shima in a fog. Its 
more intricate tvorkings will be detailed presently, 
but the general idea was the defense of Leyte Gulf. 

While Toyoda was fumbling with tlie awkward 
intricacies of the “Conquer” plan, Halsey's carrier 
groups were implementing “King Two” with strikes 
to maladjust Japanese thinking. Such a strike was the 
one delivered on Marcus Island. Destroyers partici- 
pated. 

Bombardment of Marcus Island (DD’s Undertake 
Deception ) 

BOMBARD M/VRCUS ISLA.\D IN ORDER CRE^VTE DIVERSION 
AND DESTROY ENE.MV I.NSTALLATIONS X TARGETS ARE 
RfVDlO AND WE.\T1IER STATIONS SUPPLY DUMPS AND BUILD- 
ING AREAS 

Issued to Rear Admiral A. E. Smith's Task Group 
30.2, the foregoing order destined Marcus Island for 
a blasting on October 9-10, 191-1. Primar)- purpose of 
this mission was to draw Japanese attention from 
larger forces which were aiming a strike at Okinawa. 

Task Group 30.2 consisted of three cruisers and 
six destroyers. Led by Captain H. P. Smith, ComDes- 
Ron 4, the destroyers were Dunlap (Lieutenant Com- 
mander C. R. "Welte), Fanning (Commander J. C. 
Bentley), Case (Lieutenant Commander R. S. Willey), 
Cummings (Commander P. D. Williams), Cassin 
(Commander V. J. Meola), and Downes (Commander 
R. S. Fahle). 

By employing numerous deceptive devices Admiral 
Smith contrived to give the diversionar)' bombard- 
ment the appearance of an invasion effort .At dawn 
of October 9, Cummings took station 15 miles east of 
Marcus, made smudges to resemble a convoy’s smokes, 
laid a smoke screen, and released aerographers’ bal- 
loons carrying radar targets. Ever)’ effort was made to 
convince the Marcus garrison that a large fleet was 
hovering beyond the horizon. 

During the night of October 9-10, Smith divided his 
task group into three units. These units bombarded 
three widely separate sectors of the Marcus foreshore. 
The ships fired S-inch shells, 5-inch illuminating, 
white phosphorus, and AA common. Upon comple- 
tion of a 45-minute bombardment, they set adrift 
several radar targets and three floats bearing flash- 
lamps. As the floats rose and fell in the ground swell, 
the lamps flickered and blinked in simulation of ship 
lights. 

Admiral Smith ivas dubious about the value of 
these delusive contriiances. "While the ivarships were 
shelling the designated targets, the Marcus shore bat- 
teries answered with a vigorous fire. Although taken 


by surprise, the Japs did not seem unduly alarraed 
by tlie foray. 

As Admiral Smith pointed out, it would be dfficult 
to put across a mock assault on such an outpost as 
Marcus without the employment of carrier aircraft 
and sham transports. Admiral Halsey, however, 
e.xpressed satisfaction with the operation. ‘7t was bril- 
liantly executed and accomplished the desired pur- 
pose of creating a diversion, as well as inflicting dam- 
age upon enemy installations.” 

Leyte Preliminaries 

llffiile Krueger’s expeditionar)' troops and Kin- 
kaid’s invasion fleet were assembling at various New 
Guinea bases and at Manus, Halsey’s Third Fleet Air 
squadrons aimed diverting strikes at Okinawa and 
Formosa. Neither of these islands (“home soil” to the 
Nipponese) had previously been hit by the 'Navy’s 
bombs. The mid-October air strikes sent a seismic 
shock through Imperial Headquarters in Tokyo. On 
Formosa, the epicenter of the shock, some 300 Japa- 
nese aircraft were shattered to chopsticks, and local 
harbors and airdromes \s’ere smashed. 

Hitting back, Jap planes from Formosa succeeded 
in torpedoing die new American cruisers Canberra 
and Houston. Both ships had to be towed to Ulithi. 
A crippled torpedo-plane grazed the cruiser Reno, 
and destroyer Prichett was scarred by friendly ack- 
ack. That was the sum total of damage to the Third 
Fleet. 

But the Formosa airmen reported a colossal rictor)'. 
Shrilling over the microphone, Tokyo Rose cried, 
"All of Admiral Mitschefs carriers have been sunk 
tonight—instantly!” This roseate broadcast touched 
off a great celebration in Tokyo. Amazingly enough, 
some high Japanese naval commanders, among them 
Admiral Shima, believed the news. It was not sub- 
stantiated by Halsey’s ironic message to Admiral 
Nimitz: 

ATT. THIRD FLEET SHIPS REPORTED BY TOKYO RADIO AS 
SUNK HAIE NOIV BEEN SALVAGED AND ARE RETIRING IN 
THE DIRECTION OF THE ENEMY’ 

This irony was both typical of the naral commander 
who uttered it, and typical of the actual facts in the 
case. 

If Imperial Headquarters was celebraung on Oc- 
tober 17, die festivities were soon canceled. On that 
day Kinkaid’s vanguard landed several Ranger bat- 
talions on the beaches of Leyte Gulf. Before the de- 
fenders could recover from this surprise, minesweep- 
ers, Underwater Demolidon Teams, and a covering 
force of battleships, erm'sers, and destro)ers under 
Rear Admiral J. B. Oldendorf moved in. For three 
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days the local beaches were bombarded. On the morn- 
ing of the 20th the landing ships went in through 
storm-tossed water, and the Army waded ashore. Jap 
artillery fired a few shots, the U.S.S, Honolulu was 
holed by an aerial torpedo, and an attacking Jap 
plane crashed H.M.A.S. Australia. But before the 
day was over MacArthur took tlie microphone to say, 
"I have returned!” and the invasion of Leyte was 
begun. 

Somewhat belatedly Admiral Toyoda now put 
“Plan Sho-Go” into ellect, sending Kurita’s Second 
Fleet steaming up the South China Sea, and bringing 
Ozawa’s carriers drugging down from Japan. Ozawa 
was under orders to play decoy duck in the north 
while Kurita barged through the Philippines to strike 
at the Leyte invaders. 

Heading northward, Kurita put in at Brunei, 
Borneo, to pick up fuel. He left Brunei on the 22nd 
to make a nortlieast run past Palawan Island, then 
swing east through the center of the Philippines, and 
steam on out through San Bernardino Strait. With 
the usual Japanese penchant for dispersal of forces, 
Kurita split his fleet after leaving Brunei. Detaching 
a squadron under Admiral Shoji Nishimura, he sent 
these ships across the Sulu Sea to strike at Leyte Gulf 
through Surigao Strait. The American invasion fleet 
in tlie Gulf was thus to be caught in a pincer com- 
posed of Nishimura’s Southern Force and Kurita’s 
Main Body, while Halsey’s fleet was lured far afield 
by decoy-duck Ozawa. This triple threat was supposed 
to confuse the United States Navy, and for a time 
it did. It also confused the Imperial Japanese Navy. 

While the “Sho-Go” forces were steaming into play, 
the "King Two” invasion and covering forces were 
disposed off the Philippines with the Seventh Fleet 
ranged across the Gulf mouth between Mindanao and 
Samar and the Third Fleet off Samar and Luzon. 
Supporting the landings. Third and Seventh Fleet 
carrier groups were on the move, delivering air 
strikes. On October 23 the Third Fleet groups of 
Rear Admirals Davison, Bogan, and Sherman were 
located at their proper stations. Ozawa had by that 
time reached the marge of the Philippine Sea, and 
Kurita’s Main Body was off Palawan. 

At this point some other forces were heard from. 
Early in the morning of the 23rd two American 
submarines ambushed Kurita's force off Palawan, 
and Kurita’s Main Body lost the services of three 
heavy cruisers. This was an ominous beginning for 
the "Sho-Going” Japs. American submarines off 
Japan had also detected and reported Ozawa’s sortie, 
and Halsey’s ships were braced for a major engage- 
ment in the Philippine Sea. 

For their part, Japanese submarines rushed to the 


Leyte area did not do so well. Every available I-boat 
and RO-boat had been dispatched to the Leyte front. 
But no more than ten were available. One not avail- 
able was 1-364. Another, the 1-362, was downed while 
asserting its availability. Both subs were erased from 
the picture by American DE’s. Through the efforts of 
these DE’s and other energetic sub-hunters, the Im- 
perial Navy lost five of the ten Jap submarines dis- 
patclied to Leyte Gulf. 

Prince t on-B irmingham Disaster 

Rear Admiral F. C. Sherman’s Task Group 38.3 was 
sighted by a Japanese search plane shortly after day- 
break of October 24. With characteristic exaggera- 
tion, the Jap pilot reported that he had located the 
whole American fleet. As a result. Imperial airaaft 
took to the sky from most of the strips on Luzon, 
and Ozawa’s carriers launched their one-way bombers. 
Task Group 38.3 was in for trouble. 

Fortunately the first enemy attack wave arrived 
just as Sherman’s planes were warming up for a take- 
off. All set to go, the Navy pilots zoomed to meet the 
radar-detected Japs. The U.S. Hellcats were out- 
numbered, but they clawed into the enemy hawks 
and chased tJiem all over the sky. 

Then a single “Judy” broke through the defense 
and dropped out of tlie clouds to strike at carrier 
Princeton. The plane unleashed a bomb which hit 
squarely amidships, plumping into the hangar. The 
hit would have caused little damage had not the 
bomb smashed a loaded plane. Fire and explosions 
ravaged the carrier. By mid-morning she was sivaddled 
in dense smoke, and dead in the water. 

Working with Princeton were cruisers Birming- 
ham and Reno and destroyers Morrison (Com- 
mander W. H. Price), Gatling (Commander A. F. 
Richardson), Irwin (Commander D. B. Miller), and 
Cassin Young (Commander E. T. Schreiber). At once 
they moved in to aid the flat-top. With luck she might 
have been saved. 

But at 1002 a thunderous explosion convulsed the 
carrier, bursting the flight deck and turning the vessel 
into a furnace. Cassin Young closed the stem to rw- 
cue men who were struggling in the water, while 
Reno, Irwin, and Gatling circled the ship, maintain- 
ing air guard. Three, minutes later another fiery ex- 
plosion ruptured the carrier’s bow. Going alongside 
to port, Irwin took off some of the carriermen and 
stood by to fight the flames. Pounding against Prince- 
ton’s hull, the destroyer suffered topside damage 
which soon forced her to stand clear. The two light 
cruisers were also prevented from standing alongside 
by the searing heat and ugly sea. At 1245 destroyer 
Morrison snugged against the burning ship, only to 





to concentrate on the art of naval warfare. Informed 
by submarine and air scouts that the Japs were 
headed eastward, Admiral Kinkaid’s Seventh Fleet 
flagship had a good idea of what was coming, and 
Oldendorf, operating in Leyte Gulf, was forewarned 
and fore-armed. On October 24 he sent a flotilla of 
30 PT-boats down to the southern entrance of Surigao 
Strait to act as reception committee. Across the Leyte 
Gulf end of the Strait he "deployed the force in battle 
disposition with guide in center of battle line.” 

On the right flank (off the coast of Leyte) tvere 
stationed destroyers Hutchins (flagship of Captain K. 
M. McManes, ComDesRon 24), Bache, Daly, 
H.M.A.S. Arunta, Beale, and Killen. Cruisers 
H.M.A.S. Shropshire and U.S.S. Boise and Phoenix 
were positioned as shown on next page. Also off the 
Leyte coast were three DD’s of “DesDiv X-Ray”— 
Clayton, Thorn, and Welles. 

Directly in the center -were destroyers Newcomb 
(flagship of Captain R. N. Smoot, ComDesRon 56), 
Richard P. Leary, and Albert W. Grant, ivith de- 
stroyers Robinson (flagship of Captain T. F. Conley, 
Jr., ComDesDiv 112), Halford, and Bryant located 
to the north, and destroyers Heywood L. Ed^vards, 
Leutze, and Bennion to the south. Farther south, 
and athwart the passage, were destroyers Remey 
(flagship of Captain J. G. Coward, ComDesRon 54), 
Melvin, McGowan, McDermut (flagship of Com- 
mander R. H. Phillips, ComDesDiv 108), and Mons- 
sen. 

Due north of Hibuson Island were cruisers Louis- 
ville (flagship of Admiral Oldendorf), Portland, 
Minneapolis, Denver, and Columbia. Positioned 
north of these cruisers were three destroyers of "Des- 
Div X-Ray”— Aulick, Cony, and Sigourney. 

Then there were the six battleships, under Rear 
Admiral G. L. Weyler— the Pennsylvania, Cali- 
fornia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Maryland, and West 
Virginia. 

Advancing northward in Surigao Strait, impetuous 
Nishimura was charging right into the jaws of the 
trap. Even with the support of Shima’s three cruisers 
and four destroyers, his force would have been over- 
whelmingly outnumbered. As it was, he was throwing 
two aged battleships, a reconditioned cruiser, and 
four DD’s against six battleships, eight cruisers, and 
26 DD’s. 

Late in the evening of the 24th the Japs were am- 
bushed by the PT-boats. They brushed off this at- 
tack. Then, around 0300 next morning, Nishimura’s 
van destroyers ran into Captain Coward’s eastern at- 
tack group, and the main fight was on. By 0301 the 
American DD’s of DesRon 54 had fired a total of 27 
torpedoes at the enemy, and had retired, zigzagging 


and making smoke. The Japs snapped on search- 
lights, and opened fire. Near-by shoreline blurred 
their radar, and they failed to get on target, although 
they managed a number of straddles. 

About 0309 destroyers McDermut and MonssenoI 
the western attack group launched 20 torpedoes at 
the oncoming foe. Again Jap salvos futilely straddled 
the retiring American ships. 

Meanwhile, American torpedoes ploughed into the 
enemy. Old battleship Fuso, struck hard by two 
"fish,” floundered in mortal hurt. Also fatally struck 
in this opening round was Jap destroyer Michishio. 
Score two for DesRon 541 

Nishimura plugged doggedly forward— straight into 
a torpedo and gunfire barrage from the DD’s of Des- 
Ron 24 strung along the Leyte coast. The Japs an- 
swered ivith furious but inaccurate gunnery. For then- 
part, the Americans punched four torpedoes and a 
fusillade of 5-inch into battleship Yamashiro. 

Apparently the torpedoes which struck the vener- 
able battleship were launched by destroyer Kjllen. 
Her skipper. Commander H. G. Corey, had recog- 
nized die Jap battleship and quickly ordered a tor- 
pedo depth of 22 feet. After the war, the captain of 
I.J.N. Shigure stated that Yamashiro was hit by 
deep-running torpedoes which blasted her keel and 
broke her back. Corey’s fast readjustment of the 
firing set-up evidently accomplished this execudon. 
Blasted at 0400, Yamashiro sank in about 15 minutes. 
Scouting to the bottom ahead of her went Jap 
destroyer Yamagumo, torpedoed at 0330. Shortly be- 
fore Yamashiro went down, Nishimura issued his 
last order from the battleship’s bridge: 

you are to proceed and attack all ships 

But with battleships Yamashiro and Fuso and two 
destroyers now out of the battle, there was not 
much Southern Force left to do the specified "proceed- 
ing and attacking.” 

Nevertheless, cruiser Mogami and destroyers 
Asagumo and Shigure plodded ahead. By so doing, 
they waded into gunfire and torpedo fire from Cap- 
tain Smoot’s DesRon 56. These centrally positioned 
destroyers attacked in three sections. Section 2 (de- 
stroyers Robinson, Halford, and Bryant) and Sec- 
tion 3 (H. L. Edwards, Leutze, and Bennion) 
launched their torpedoes at 0355 and 0358 respec- 
tively. The ships ran through a storm of Jap salvos, 
but none was hit. Retiring smartly behind smoke, 
the two sections cleared the channel. 

Now destroyers Newcomb, R. P. Leary, and A. W. 
Grant, led by Captain Smoot in Newcomb, steamed 
in to launch torpedoes. Attacking from ahead, these 
DD’s were in sizzling water. Smoke billowed in the 
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narrows between Dinagat Island and Leyte; ships 
were here, there, and every^vhere, and target identifi- 
cation was almost impossible. Radio crackling— shells 
banging-radar "pips" from all directions-in this bed- 
lamite confusion, sorting out enemy targets was on a 
par with selecting hornets from a swarm of honey- 
bees. However, when flashes of gunfire indicated the 
position of Jap warships turning from a northerly to 
a westerly course. Captain Smoot turned his DD’s 
westtvard to parallel. At 0405 he ordered torpedoes 
fired to port at targets 6,300 yards distant. Evidently 
tlie spreads were not fired in vain, for Jap destroyer 
Asagumo was struck by a "fish” soon after these were 
launched. 

Captain Smoot had intended to continue across the 
channel and retire along the Leyte shoreline. But 
a difficult and dangerous situation had developed. 
Having come under heavy fire from the Japs, Smoot’s 
ships were faced with a Hobson’s choice for retire- 
ment. They could turn directly away from the enemy 
and retire up the middle of the Strait— a tactic which 
would present the enemy with the smallest target 
angle, would open the range fastest, and would af- 
ford best smoke-cover. But such a mid-channel run 
would bring them spearing into the American ships 
maneuvering to the north, and would expose them to 
fire from the heavy ships athwart the northern end of 
the Strait. Yet a westward dash across the Strait and 
a run up the Leyte shoreline, while clearing the 
American line of fire in short order, would expose the 
DD’s to Jap fusillades. 

Newcomb’s skipper, Commander L. B. Cook, de- 
cided to turn directly away from the Japs. With Cap- 
tain Smoot's advice and approval, he swung the flag- 
ship northward. Destroyer Leary followed the swing. 
A storm of Jap and American shells descended on the 
wheeling ships. Last in column, Albert W, Grant 
was hit before she could make the turn. 

At 0403— three minutes before Newcomb swung up 
the channel— Grant had fired a half-salvo of tor- 
pedoes at the enemy. A shell struck her at 0407. 
Several more hit her just as she was on the point of 
heading northward to follow Newcomb and Leary. 
Grant’s skipper. Commander T. A. Nisewaner, now 
realized she would have been hit whether she had 
started to turn north or had continued westward. 
Aware that Grant might be sunk, he ordered the rest 
of her torpedoes flung at the enemy. By the time these 
spreads were fired, the DD was sorely hurt 
Excerpt from Grant’s Action Report: 

0408^— Additional shell hits began to riddle ship. Hit 
fortvard at waterline flooded forward storeroom and 
fonvard crew’s berthing compartment Hit in 40 mm. No. 

1 exploded 40 mm. ammimition and started fire. Hit 


through starboard boat davit exploded, killing ship’s 
Doctor, Lieutenant C. A. Methieu, five radiomen, and 
almost entire amidships repair party. Other hits in for- 
ward stack, one hit on port motor whaleboat, one hit 
and low-order explosion in galley. One hit in scullery 
room, one hit in after crew’s berthing compartment, 
and one additional hit in fonvard engine-room. All lights, 
telephone communications, radars, and radios out of 
commission. Steering control shifted aft 

Struck by no less than seven Japanese 4.7-indi 
projectiles and eleven American 6-inch armor-pierc- 
ing shells. Grant was a floating catafalque. Desper- 
ately Commander Nisewaner flashed a call for help 
over blinker gun. 

WE ARE DEAD IN W'ATER TOW NEEDED 

Ravaged by fire and explosion, the ship drifted 
helplessly. Topside and belotv decks the dead lay 
everytvhere, and the agonized cries of the wounded 
penetrated the roar of combat, the screech of shells, 
the blast-splash of near misses, and the clangor of 
broken machinery. 

When a companion Pharmacist’s Mate was killed, 
burden of tending the injured -fell upon First Class 
Pharmacist’s Mate W. H, Swaim, Jr. Stvaim did the 
%vork of a full-fledged physician, surgeon, and special- 
ist. Maintaining his own battle dressing station in the 
"head" aft, he also supervised the sick bay amidships 
and the dressing station fonvard. He was aided by 
Chief Commissary Steward L. M. Holmes, who 
labored in the wardroom, and by a Sonarman, J. C. 
O’Neill, Jr., who skillfully administered morphine 
and tended several sailors who had fallen at their 
posts with an arm or leg shot away. 

Almost every officer and man in the shell-butchered 
vessel was cited in Grant’s Action Report for valiant 
conduct. There was R. H. Parker, Machinist's Mate 
First Class. Dodging explosions, and slipping in pud- 
dles of blood, Parker raced from the fantail to cut 
off steam escaping in the engineering spaces forward— 
an act that saved the lives of tire watch trapped below. 
There was Ensign F. D, Case, tvho, although pain- 
fully wounded, served as a stretcher bearer. And Lieu- 
tenant B. B. V. Lyon, Jr., Engineer Officer, who 
rushed below to check the boilers and remained in a 
black, steam-choked compartment to direct the work 
of a repair crew. Braving live steam and flood. Com- 
mander Nisewaner himself forced his way into the for- 
ward engine-room to rescue several injured sailors. 
And no man in the Grant, at least, would ever for- 
get Radioman First Class, W. M. Selleck, His obitu- 
ary was ivritten as follows by the ship's Executive 
Officer: 
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A single Jap bomb, which exploded a loaded plane on the hangar men, even at extreme danger to themselves. The worst catas- 
deck, proved fatal to the carrier Princeton in the opening action trophe occurred when a great explosion inflicted over 650 casual- 

of the Battle for Leyte Gulf, Destroyers rescued many carrier- ties on Birmingham, which had come alongside to aid Princeton. 


narrows between Dinagat Island and Le)’te; ships 
were here, there, and everj^vhere, and target identifi- 
cation was almost impossible. Radio crackling— shells 
banging— radar "pips” from all directions— in this bed- 
lamite confusion, sorting out enemy targets was on a 
par with selecting hornets from a swarm of honey- 
bees. However, when flashes of gunfire indicated the 
position of Jap warships turning from a northerly to 
a westerly course. Captain Smoot turned his DD s 
westward to parallel. .-Vt 0-105 he ordered torpedoes 
fired to port at targets 6,300 yards distant. Evidently 
tlie spreads were not fired in \'ain, for Jap destroyer 
As.\gumo was struck by a "fish” soon after these were 
launched. 


Captain Smoot had intended to continue across the 
channel and retire along the Leyte shoreline. But 
a difficult and dangerous situation had developed. 
Having come under heavy fire from the Japs, Smoot's 
ships were faced with a Hobson’s choice for retire- 
ment. They could turn directly away from the enemy 
and retire up the middle of the Strait— a tactic v^-hich 
would present the enemy with the smallest target 
angle, would open the range fastest, and would af- 
ford best smoke-cover. But such a mid-channel run 
would bring them spearing into the .A.raencan ships 
maneuvering to the north, and would expose thern to 
fire from the heavy ships athwart the northern end of 
the Strait. Yet a westward dash across the Strait and 
a run up the Leyte shoreline, while clearing the 
American line of fire in short order, would expose the 
DD’s to Jap fusillades. 

Newcomb's skipper. Commander L. B. Cook, de- 
cided to turn directly away from the Japs. Wi J Cap 
tain Smoot’s advice and approval, he swung the flag- 
ship northward. Destroyer Leary 
A storm of Jap and American shells 
wheeling ships. Last in column, Albert Gra. 
was hit before she could make the turn. 
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through starboard boat davit exploded, killing ship’s 
Doctor, Lieutenant C. A. Methieu, five radiomen, and 
almost entire amidships repair party. Other hits in for- 
ward stack, one hit on port motor whaleboat, one hit 
and low-order explosion in galley. One hit in scullery 
room, one hit in after crew’s berthing compartment, 
and one additional hit in forward engine-room. All lights, 
telephone communications, radan, and radios out of 
commission. Steering control shifted aft. 


Struck by no less than seven Japanese 4.7-mch 
projectiles and eleven American 6-inch armor-pierc- 
ing shells, Gra-vt was a floating catafalque. Desper- 
ately Commander Nisewaner flashed a call for help 
over blinker gun. 


VV-E ARE DEAD IN WATER TOW NEEDED 

Ravaged by fire and explosion, the ship drifted 
helplessly. Topside and below decks the dead lay 
everynvhere, and the agonized cries of the wounded 
penetrated the roar of combat, the screech of shelb, 
the blast-splash of near misses, and the clangor of 
broken machinery'. 

f\Tien a companion Pharmacist’s Mate wp killed, 
burden of tending the injured fell upon First Cl^ 
Pharmacist’s Mate W. H. Swaim, Jr. Swaim did Ae 
work of a full-fledged physician, surgeon, and spea^- 
ist. Maintaining his own battle dressing stauon m me 
"head” aft, he also supervised the sick bay 
and the dressing station foncard. He w-as aided by 
Chief Commissary' Steward L. M. Holmes, who 
labored in the wardroom, and by a ' 
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CHAPTER 33 


battle off SAMAR 

-SMAM. nov5 vj:R5r;5 giasts 



iS'.'.tllf Ofj S'tr;:nr 

At the* time thnf NjMu'mtuns force Kns mcing eastward across the 
Siilu .Sen cn route to tlisnstcr. Kurita’s main body entering the Si- 
buyan .Sen barged into trouble. It was discovered, about mid-morning 
of the 2itb, bysrout pl.ities from the U. S. carriergroups of Admirals 
n.-ivisou and bognn.^ For the rest of that day Kiirita’s ships were 
tte.ued toan unmerciful hammering, by nightfall his five battleships 
were bomb scorrhed and smoking. Ilcavy cruiser Mvoko, disabled, 
was cmwling down the .South Chitia .Sea for Singapore. A destroyer 
had been sent to the bottom. And the monster battleship Musuashi 
was a monster junk-pile on the sea floor. Struck by at least 16 bombs 


ami l!> aerial torprrloe^, tire niii;hty haulcwagon ami 
1,100 .sailors had tolled o\cr and j;otrc down. 

Down, too, had gotte Kttrita's fmlntda'ittt for "rian 
.Sho Go." With dathtress settitn; in, he reversed course 
and headed westward. This retrogression .scetrrs to 
have heett directly corttraiv to 'I’oyoda’s previoirs 
battle order. .At atry rate, witerr 'I’oyotla heard of it, 
he directed Kiirita to tnrtr aboirt atrd ireatl once ntorc 
for .San Ilcrrtarditro Strait, 'fhe Contmattder-itt Chiers 
tlircctise teas cotrcJted itr poetic terms. It read: 

AtrVA.NCt: COtJ.S’TtNO O.N mVt.Nt: ASSt.SfANCt: 

Obediently Kttrit.a ordcrctl a itrrn-about, atrd headed 
his punished force eastward for San Berrrardino. 
Aboirt midnight tire Jap big guns reached the Pacific 
end of the Strait. The force was six hours behind 
schedule as it debouched in the Philippine Sea and 
steamed southward along the cast coast of .Samar, 
boutrd for Leyte Gulf. By OGOO in the morning of 
October 25, the ships were about halfway between the 
.San Bernardino exit and the Gulf of Leyte. Had 
Kurita but known it, he could indeed have thanked 
Providence for permitting his advance. He could also 
Iiave thanked Admirals Orawa and Halsey, 

For Ozawa, in die north, had been wandering 


around with his "decoy ducks" in the most attractive 
fashion, breaking radio silence, making smoke, and 
doing everything possible to invite attention. And 
Halsey needed no engraved invitation. He was of 
course unaware that the enemy carriers off Cape 
Fngano were deliberate lures. Convinced that the Jap 
flat-tops had to be kept away from Leyte at all cost, 
he had drawn off the task groups of Bogan and D.avi- 
son and sent them on a top-speed nin to intercept. 

Halsey's move left the San Bernardino gateway 
open at the very time Kurita was hoping to slip 
through. For this reason die departure of the U. S. 
Third Fleet from the Samar area svas subjected to 
consider able post-war criticism. Halsey’s answer to the 
critics was the destruction of Ozaiva's Carrier Force 
with a series of aerial hammer-blows at tliat date un- 
parallcd in the history' of naval ivarfare. It seems, hoiv- 
cver, that he failed to inform Admiral Kinkaid of the 
Third Fleet's northward run. In consequence, Kin- 
kaid did not know tliac the Samar approaches to 
Leyte Gulf were left wide open. His first intimation 
of this dangerous gap came when Rear Admiral 
C. A. F. Sprague’s Northern Carrier Group called for 
help from the waters off southern Samar, 

Sprague’s group was composed of escort-carriers 
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Fakshaw Bay (flagship), Saint L6, White Plains, 
Kalinin Bay, Kitkun Bay, and Gambier Bay, 
screened by three destroyers and four DE’s. The de- 
stroyers were Hoel (Commander L. S. Kintberger), 
flagship of Commander W. D. Thomas, Screen Com- 
mander; Heermann (Commander A. T. Hathaway), 
and Johnston (Commander E. E. Evans). The de- 
stroyer-escorts were Dennis (Lieutenant Commander 
S. Hansen, U.S.N.R.), John C. Butler (Lieutenant 
Commander J. E. Pace), Raymond (Lieutenant Com- 
mander A. F. Beyer, U.S.N.R.), and Samuel B. Rob- 
erts (Lieutenant Commander R. W. Copeland, 
U.S.N.R.). 

' At 0645 Kurita’s force detected the American 
ships. About the same time, the Japs -were detected by 
American aircraft. 

ENEMY surface FORCE OF FOUR BATTLESHIPS SEVEN 
CRUISERS AND II DESTROYERS SIGHTED 20 MILES NORTH 
OF YOUR TASK GROUP AND CLOSING AT 30 KNOTS 

Shouted down from tlie sky, this message from Ensign 
W. C. Brooks sent a shock through Fanshaiv Bay. 
Unable to believe this foul intelligence, Admiral 
Sprague demanded verification. He was informed tliat 
the ships had pagoda masts. A splatter of AA fire 
above the nortliern horizon convinced him. At once 
he ordered a course-change, flank speed, and the 
launching of all aircraft. 

A moment later tlie Japs opened fire at 17 miles. 
Sprague’s ships, which had been on a northerly 
course, ran eastward, laying smoke. Planes buzzed 
away from the "jeep carriers” to strike at tlie on- 
coming Japanese battleships and cruisers. Justifiably 
alarmed, Sprague reported the situation in plain 
language, urgently requesting help. 

Help was not immediately available. Halsey’s 
Third Fleet was far to the north. In Leyte Gulf, 
Oldendorf’s force ivas low on fuel, weary from the 
Surigao battle, and almost out of ammunition. In any 
event, it could not reach Sprague before afternoon. 
Southeast of Sprague’s group Rear Admiral F. B. 
Stump’s escort-carrier group was stationed. Stump 
alone could be counted on for ready aid. And the two 
escort-carrier groups were the only American naval 
forces standing between Kurita’s battleship force and 
Leyte Gulf. 

So the immediate defense-burden fell like an ava- 
lanche on Sprague’s escort-carriers. On them, too, like 
an avalanche would fall shellfire from the Japanese 
heavy ships. Those,^ ships included the Kongo, the 
Haruna, the Nagato, and the monster Yamato, 
sister-ship of the dead Mushashi. The giantess was out 
for revenge, and no American baby flat-top would be 
able to endure her 18-inch salvos. As for destroyers. 


the American DD’s were never made to withstand 
normal battleship fire, much less the shells of a super 
BB. Such shots, of course, would burst a DE as a 
pistol-volley would burst an egg. 

Sprague could only run hell-for-leather, and run 
he did. With most of his planes in the air, he turned 
his ships southward for a lengthy sprint, and then 
shifted the course southwestward toward Leyte Gulf. 
A friendly rainsquall offered a few minutes’ cover. 
But the same cloudburst gave the pursuing Japs a 
measure of protection from air assault. 

It was Kurita himself who provided the desperate 
Americans with a break. Instead of sending his ships 
due south to cut off the approach to Leyte Gulf, he 
split his force three ways in an effort to box Sprague’s 
formation on tliree sides. Piling on best speed, the 
Jap cruisers raced across the rear of the American 
formation, and then closed in from the east. The Jap 
destroyers swung westward to take the Americans 
from that direction. Down through the center boomed 
the Imperial battlewagons. 

Kurita’s tricky maneuvering gave Sprague a 
momentary breathing spell. But the cruiser threat 
from the east proved mortally dangerous, for it pre- 
vented the carriers from turning into the wind to 
launch planes. And as the Jap cruisers gained, tlie 
threat of a "box” compelled drastic counteraction. 
The action was taken by Sprague’s destroyers and 
destroyer-escorts, and it remains an epic in the drama 
of destroyer warfare. In die Aleutian theater, in the 
Solomons arena, and at Surigao, U.S. destroyers had 
attacked cruisers and battleships. But never before 
had American DD’s rushed in to trade blows with 
such a force of heavies as bore doivn on Sprague’s 
carriers that morning of October 25. And never any- 
where had little DE’s presumed to exchange blows 
with cruisers and battleships. Never, anywhere, had 
DE’s or DD’s faced such a mastodon as the 63,000-ton 
Yamato. 

First destroyer to attack the nearing enemy was the 
U.S.S. Johnston (Commander E. E. Evans). At 0720 
she peeled away to rush a heavy cruiser. Evans and 
his men got off a full torpedo salvo. A cyclone of 
enemy shells hit the attacking Johnston and she 
reeled through the water with her speed reduced to 17 
knots. Then, taking one hit after another, she 
maintained a hot fire on the Jap cruisers, shooting at 
ranges as short as 5,000 yards. 

Meanwhile, Sprague ordered the DD’s and DE’s to 
' spread smoke, and his flat-tops were soon covered by a 
cotton-thick screen. As the Jap fire slackened, Sprague 
ordered the screening ships to form up for two tor- 
pedo attacks. 

At 0727, destroyer Hoel (Commander L. S. Kint- 
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About 0725, while Commander Leon Kintberger 
was maneuvering his ship in an efFort to get in a 
torpedo attack, the Hoel took her first hit, a smash on 
the director platform. She kept on going at high 
speed. Targets were hard to distinguish in tiie surg- 
ing fogs of white and black smoke and the torrential 
downpours which blotted tlie seascape. But Hoel’s 
C.I.C. team had its multiple eye on the leading Jap 
battleship, which happened to be the I.J.N. Kongo. 
Closing the range to 9,000 yards, Kintberger ordered 
a half-salvo of five torpedoes thrown at this booming 
menace. The "fish” were away at 0727. About 0728 a 
14-inch shell thunderbolted into the ship’s after en- 
gine-room, blowing the port engine to scrap. A mo- 
ment later another 14-incher struck aft, uprooting 
guns and damaging the electric steering apparatus. 

Hoel shifted to hand steering, and plugged ahead 
on one engine as Kintberger aimed a torpedo strike at 
the Jap cruiser column. Loss of electrical power 
forced the Torpedomen to train their batteries by 
hand, but at 0735 another half-salvo was launched. 
Geysers jumped around the target cruiser, possibly 
I.J.N. KumanoI The ship roared and turned away. 
If she were indeed the Kumano, brave Hoel could be 
credited with striking a blow that crippled the vessel 
and set in motion a chain of events which ultimately 
resulted in her death. 

For this valiant blow, Hoel was to pay dearly. 
“With our ten ‘fish’ fired,”one of her officers stated 
afterward, “we decided to get the hell out of there.” 
But getting out proved many times harder than get- 


ting in. Eight tliousand yards on tlie port beam 
loomed Kurita’s battleships. On the starboard quarter 
at 7,000 yards loomed the Jap heavy cruisers. Cannon 
to the right of them, cannon to the left of them, 
Kintberger and crew had to fight their ^vay out with 
two forward guns— guns which were difficult to train 
on pursuers. A rain of heavy shells fell on the little 
ship as she zigzagged madly to escape the gantlet 
Five-inchers, 8-inchers, and 14-inch sledgehammers 
struck the ship aft and amidships. Flame burst from 
her fantail. Her superstructure was torn, chewed, and 
pulverized by successive explosions. Still the forward 
gunners kept firing. They fired to the end. 

It came at 0855 in the morning of October 25, 1944, 
after two excruciating hours in which the Hoel had 
been pounded by some forty hits. Only a few of her 
crew survived this crimson thrashing. And almost 
every man who escaped the molten vessel was 
wounded. On the bridge Screen Commander William 
D. Thomas and Destroyer Captain Kintberger were 
with her to the last. Around them the disintegrating 
decks were strewn with dead and crawling with 
wounded. Men had to be sent fonvard to compel the 
gun crews to leave their mounts and abandon the 
sinking ship. Already listing and down by the stern, 
Hoel was a fiery skeleton when she capsized to port 
and went under. Lost with the ship were 253 destroy- 
ermen. Fifteen of the wounded later succumbed. 

Only a few destroyers in the war suffered as did 
U.S.S. Hoel. Only a few accepted such heavy odds, 
and did so much with so little. 
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SMALL BOYS FORM FOR OUR SECOND ATTACK 

When the order from Admiral Sprague rasped over 
the TBS, the DE’s— smallest of the "small boys”— 
were racing through the smoke and rain, some of 
them pegging shots at the enemy. Samuel B. Roberts 
(Lieutenant Commander R. W. Copeland, U.S.N.R.) 
had opened fire at 0655. Now, at about 0800, she 
dashed toward a dimly seen heavy cruiser; closed the 
range to less than 4,000 yards; swung, and threw a 
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spread of three torpedoes at the pagoda-masted foe. 
One war head struck home— a flash and a waterspout. 
The cruiser’s guns flamed, and straddles raised foun- 
tains around the little ship. Other cruisers roared at 
Roberts. Like a terrier barking at mastiffs, the DE 
dodged in to fire 5-inch at these monster, steel-clad 
opponents. 

At 0851 Roberts was struck by the first shell of a 
fusillade that was to batter her into a blind and 
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bleeding meek. But staggering through a tornado of 
flame and steel, she struck fierce blows in return. For 
50 minutes she endured hit upon hit. Enduring, she 
threw shell after shell at her tormentors. Ranges 
shifted between 7,500 and 6,000 yards as DE and 
enemy cruisers zigza^ed across the smoky seas in 
death-battle. Against the massive batteries of the 
enemy, the assailed destroyer-escort had but two 5- 
indi guns— and one of these was presently silenced by 
a crushing salvo. With one hand tlius figuratively tied 
behind her, this "small boy" fought on. 

Out of the thunder, tire smoke, tlie incinerating 
blast of shells, the clangor and outcry of the ship’s 
ordeal, came another saga of men who met tliat defi- 
nition of heroism w'hich describes it as "the accom- 
plishment of tiie impossible." Typical was tlie fight 
put up by Gunner’s Mate Third, Paul Henry Carr, 
gun captain of the DE’s No. 2 mount. His story was 
told by Roberts’ Action Report and by Lieutenant 
W. S. Burton, one of the ship’s surviving officers. 
According to Lieutenant Burton: 

That gun in less than an hour expended some- 
thing in excess of 300 rounds of 5-inch ammunition, 
including starshells when all Common and AA 
projectiles were gone. ... The rapid and continu- 
ous fire from Gun 2 was an inspiration to every 
man on the ship. We had to maneuver radically in 
order to avoid the oncoming salvos, and although 
we operated with very little fire-control equipment, 
Carr was able to obtain a great many hits on a 
Japanese cruiser. We positively knocked out their 
number three S-inch gun turret, demolished their 
bridge, and started fires aft under their secondary 
control tower . . . , After we had been in action per- 
haps 50 minutes, we received our first hits. At that 
time Carr’s ammunition hoist went out of commis- 
sion. That did not delay his rate of fire in the least. 

Excerpt from Roberts’ Action Report: 

After all power, air, and communications had 
been lost, and before the word to abandon ship was 
passed, the crew of No. 2 gun, who as a crew dis- 
tinguished themselves throughout the entire action, 
loaded, rammed, and fired six charges entirely by 
hand and with a certain knowledge of the hazards 
involved due to the failure of the gas-ejection sys- 
tem caused by the air supply having been entirely 
lost. 

While attempting to fire the seventh round, the 
powder charge cooked off before the breech closed, 
wrecking the gun and killing or wounding all but 
three crew members, who were critically injured 
and two of whom were blown clear of the mount 
and the ship as a result of the explosion. 


The first man to enter the mount after the explo- 
sion found the gun captain, Carr, on the deck of 
the mount holding in his hands the last projectile 
available to his gun, even though he was severely 
wounded from his neck down to the middle of his 
thighs. He was completely torn open and his intes- 
tines were splattered throughout the inside of the 
mount. Nevertheless, he held in his hand the 54- 
pound projectile, held it up above his head and 
begged the petty officer who had entered the mount 
to help him get that last round out. You must 
appreciate that the breech of the gun had been 
blown into an unrecognizable mass of steel. The 
mount, itself, was torn to pieces. He was the only 
man capable of physical movement within the 
mount and yet his only idea was to get out that last 
round. 

The petty officer, who entered the mount, took 
the projectile from Carr and removed one of the 
other men, who was wounded and unconscious, to 
the main deck in order to render him first aid. 
When he returned to the mount, there was Gun- 
ner's Mate Carr again with the projectile in his 
hand, still attempting, although horribly wounded, 
to place the projectile on the loading tray and 
thereby utilize his last chance to do damage to the 
Japanese. 

Carr died a fetv minutes after he was dragged from 
the gun mount. All told, he and the otlier marksmen 
who served in tlie Samuel B. Roberts fired 608 
rounds from the ship’s 5-inch 38’s. But by 0907 some 
20 Jap heavy shells had smitten her, and the vessel 
herself was disemboweled. She could take little more, 
and that she had survived over two hours of hammer- 
and-tong fighting with the enemy cruisers verged on 
the miraculous. As was usual in such extraordinary 
cases, the miracle was compounded of grit, skill, and 
luck. By "chasing salvos" Roberts ducked tons of 
Jap steel; the small Jap patterns helped, and much 
of the cruiser shooting was excited and inaccurate. 

Twenty hits, however, were enough to crush the 
valiant DE. About 0935, Lieutenant Commander 
Copeland shouted the order to abandon. All who 
could make it went overside. In the water were 50 
wounded men, many burned, others frightfully 
mutilated. Seven of these subsequently died. Also 
charred and mutilated, the Samuel B. Roberts sank 
at 1005. 

Lost with the ship were some 89 of the crew. 

She was the second "small boy" to go down off 
Samar during the morning of October 25, 1944. The 
Navy would always remember her as the destroyer- 
escort that fought like a battleship. 
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first destroyer into action, U.S.S. Johnston (Com- 
mander E. E. Evans) -tvas the last "small boy’’ to go 
down in the Battle off Samar. Like Hoel and 
Roberts, she fought until her hull was riddled, her 
engines were wrecked, her superstructure was 
chopped to a shambles, and her guns knocked out. 

She was hit just after she unleashed a spread of ten 
torpedoes at the nearest Jap cruiser, range 8,000 
yards. Launched at 0720, the torpedo salvo was an- 
swered by a stupendous barrage. Imperial battleships 
and cruisers roaring in chorus at the pint-sized war- 
ship which had dared to bar their way and test their 
might. Boring through the air with an express-train 
whoop, three 14-inch - shells struck the leaping de- 
stroyer. The monstrous blows sent the little ship 
stumbling through the sea, and they were echoed by 
the minor blasts of three 6-inch shells. 

About this time Admiral Sprague ordered the de- 
stroyers to form up for a coordinated torpedo attack. 
Although her torpedoes were gone and she was crip- 
pled by damage that slowed her to 17 knots, John- 
ston swung in astern of Hoel and Heermann in an 
effort to support them with gunfire. And support 
them she did. Driving in on the enemy's flank. Com- 
mander Evans closed the range to 5,000 yards while 
the Johnston gun crews pumped 5-inch at the Japa- 
nese cruiser column. Bringing their batteries to bear, 
the cruisers hurled a blizzard of 6-inch at Evans 
destroyer. The one-sided duel could have only one 
outcome. 

For over an hour Johnston blazed away at the Jap 
heavies, trading 5-inch salvos for 6-inch barrages that 


gradually hammered her superstructure to rubbish 
and turned her hull into a stove. Below decks men 
were cremated in clogged passages, or roasted in red- 
hot compartments. Topside, they vanished in incan- 
descent splurts of high explosive. By 0830 only two of 
Johnston’s guns were fully operative. With injured 
engines hammering their best, the ship could make 
no more than 15 knots. From forecastle to fantail the 
decks were littered with wreckage. And in whatever 
shelter they could find, the wounded and dead hud- 
dled together in pitiful companionship. 

Through the battle’s din came Sprague’s order over 
the hoarse TBS. 

SMALL boys on MY STARBOARD QUARTER INTERPOSE 
WITH SMOKE BETWEEN MEN AND ENEMY CRUISERS 

The "men’’ in reference were the escort-carriers. The 
"small boys" were the DD’s and DE’s ripping this 
way and that across the seascape in the path of the 
oncoming Jap men-of-war. The "small boys” laid 
smoke— funnel smoke, and FS fumes. Black and ivhite 
clouds rolled across the water, blinding destroyermen 
and Japs alike. Johnston was trailing smoke when 
she was hit by a fatal salvo. 

The destroyer died hard. On her bridge Com- 
mander Ernest Evans fought his ship to the last 
Struck by a burst of shrapnel, he was bleeding as 
though from the volley of a firing squad. A cuff of 
his jacket was blood-soaked— two fingers of that hand 
had been slashed away. He refused to quit his post 
Lunging out of the smoke, destroyer Heermann 
passed close to Johnston. Heermann’s skipper, Cora- 
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Samar Aftermath 

When Kurita turned northwestward at 0920 in that 
morning of October 25, his striking force was still 
pretty much intact. His leviathans had taken a few 
hits, but the only warship seriously damaged was the 
heavy cruiser Kumano, struck by a destroyer torpedo. 
Before him Sprague's force lay practically helpless, 
and beyond it the whole fleet of American transports 
and landing craft. Yet monster Yamato, Kongo, 
Nagato, and Haruna turned tail. 

Of course, help for Sprague was coming up. Al- 
though Admiral Stump had decided not to -enter the 
surface action, he threw his air squadrons over the 
horizon into tlie battle. Up from the south Seventh 
Fleet forces were racing. And Sprague’s desperate calls 
for help had started the carriers of Vice Admiral J. S. 
McCain on a high-speed rush for the Samar area. But 
most of these reinforcements would not arrive until 
afternoon, and they xvere balanced, if not equalled, 
by the aid given Kurita when Jap aircraft from Luzon 
pounced on Rear Admiral T. L. Sprague’s Soutliern 
Carrier Group which was operating off Mindanao. 
While "Cliff" Sprague's Northern Group was battling 
Kurita’s fleet, "Tom” Sprague’s Southern Group was 
fighting death from the sky. A suicide plane smashed 
into the carrier Santee. Another suicider crashed the 
carrier Suwannee. Carriers Sangamon and Petrof 
Bay were barely missed by suicide planes. And in the 
midst of this furious scrimmage, the disabled Santee 
was torpedoed by a Jap submarine. Had Kurita 
pushed on to Leyte Gulf, he would have had little 
trouble from this group. 

Then, about 1100, the Jap aircraft, returning from 
their strikes in the Leyte area, pounced on "Cliff” 
Sprague’s battle-scorched ships. Carriers Saint L6 and 
KhTKUN Bay were struck by diving planes. Despite 
the fact that she was already crippled, Kitkun Bay 
absorbed a smashing from two “Zekes.” But the plane 
which crashed Saint L6 touched off a series of explo- 
sions which gutted that vessel from stem to stern. 
Afire and bursting, the flat-top rolled over and went 
down. That noon the door to Leyte Gulf was prac- 
tically pried open. But Kurita and his force were flee- 
ing northward. 

By that time he had reason to flee. Stump's aircraft 
had caught up with the Jap cruiser force, A bombing 
had blasted Suzuya and left her in a sinking condi- 
tion. Lambasted from the sky, cruisers Chikuma and 
Chokai were reeling in helpless disablement. Una- 
ware of what had happened farther south, Kurita 
decided that a run to Leyte Gulf was out of the 
question. He ordered his destroyers to sink the dis- 
abled heavy cruisers, and he headed the rest of his 
force north to "search for Halsey." The quotes axe 


Kurita s. When he reached the approaches to San 
Bernardino, he lost his desire for the search, and led 
his ships westward into the strait. By nightfall his 
force was steaming at best speed for the Sibuyan Sea, 
On Toyoda's heels was Task Group 34.5-battIe- 
ships Iowa and New Jersey, cruisers Vincennes, 
Biloxi, and Miami, and eight destroyers-led by Rear 
Admiral O. C. Badger. The destroyers in this Third 
Fleet group were Tingey (flagship of Captain J. P. 
Womble, Jr., ComDesRon 52), Owen, Miller, The 
Sullivans, Hickox (flagship of Captain W. T. Kenny, 
ComDesDiv 104), Hunt, Lewis Hancock, and Mar- 
shall. At 1623 in the evening of October 25, Halsey 
had sent this task group racing to intercept Kurita’s 
retiring battleship force. Unfortunately Kurita beat 
Badger to San Bernardino, thereby jumping out of 
the bag. 

But Badger's group did not go empty-handed. At 
0028 in the morning of October 26, while sweeping 
along the coast of Samar, Lewis Hancock (Com- 
mander W. M. Searles) made radar contact with a 
Jap vessel which was fleeing westward at 30 knots. 
The cruisers and DesDiv 103, ordered to engage this 
enemy, closed the range from 29,000 yards to shoot- 
ing distance. The cruisers opened fire at 16,000 yards, 
and the destroyers let go at 11,000 yards. Within six 
minutes the target ship's speed was reduced to 2 
knots. A moment later it slowed to zero knots, A 
bright orange fire blossomed on the seascape. De- 
stroyers Owen (Commander C. B. Jones) and Miller 
(Lieutenant Commander D. L. Johnson) were ordered 
in to douse this illumination. 

Five-inch salvos and a brace of five torpedoes from 
Owen liquidated the burning vessel. At 0136 the 
seascape was again a blackout. Owen sent up a few 
starshells to verify the target’s vanishment. Task 
Group 34.5 then swept on down the coast of Samar, 
but all they could find were eleven American avia- 
tors who had been downed at sea, and a few sum- 
ming Japs who were willing to be saved. 

The ship sunk that night by Badger’s interceptors 
was a Kurita straggler, the destroyer Nowaki. 
Yamato and her remaining consorts reached the 
Sibuyan Sea in relative safety. From there they had a 
long voyage home. Crippled Kumano, trying to 
sneak up the west coast of Luzon, was ambushed by 
four American submarines. The subs fired a total of 
23 torpedoes at the vessel. Kumano was a durable 
hulk! The subs drove her into the beach, but they 
failed to down her. It took a bombing by naval air- 
craft to finish off the job Sprague’s destroyers off 
Samar had begun. Less durable was battleship Kongo, 
waylaid in Formosa Strait by the U.S.S. Sealion. A 
spread from this submarine blew the home-running 
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fending Japan. '"After this battle," mourned Vice 
Admiral Ozawa, “the surface force became strictly 
auxiliary” 

But Japanese soldiery, Jap submariners, and Japa- 
nese airmen were still to be dealt with. A long, hard 
road lay between Leyte and Manila. 

The Durability of U.S,S. Ross 

A memorable example of destroyer durability ivas 
furnished the U. S. Fleet by the U.S.S. Ross (Com- 
mander Benjamin Coe). Early on the Leyte scene, this 
DD absorbed a dose of punishment that would have 
do'tvned a less hardy warship. That she stood up 
under it as she did spoke eloquent testimony for the 
naval architects who designed her dass, the builders 
who constructed her— and the men who manned her. 

Here is the story in graphic extracts from her 
Action Report: 

During the period from October 17 to November 1, 
1944, the U.S.S. Ross participated in the Leyte Opera- 
tion, undergoing and surviving a series of hazards whicli 
has seemingly been endless. Up to October 19, the Ross 
rode out a storm, conducted a bombardment, and drove 
oS several enemy planes in the normal course of events. 
At 0133 on the 19th, the ship struck a mine which put 
the fonvard fircroom and engine-room out of commis- 
sion and killed several men. This was only the start 
of our misfortune. At 0155, while all hands were at- 
tempting salvage operations, anotlicr mine hit under the 
after engine-room, flooding it as well as fuel oil service 
tanks, living compartments, magazines, and tlie work- 
shop aft, and killing and injuring more personnel. The 
ship listed to 14° and the port side aft was under water. 

Ross remained adrift in the minefields while salv.ige 
work, removal and shifting of topside weights, care of 
tlie wounded, and initial preparations for abandonment 
went on simultaneously. When it was determined that 
the list had stopped at 14° and the ship continued to 
recover from rolls, the Commanding Officer . . . an- 
nounced to the crew that tlie ship could and ivould 
be saved. All ideas of abandoning were given up and 
full salvage efforts were continued. 

The tug Chickasaw arrived on the scene promptly, 
took the Ross in tow and headed toward Homonhon 
Island. As we proceeded away from the minefield, ap- 
prehension of hitting a third mine faded into the back- 
ground. We anchored close to Homonhon Island, and 
further efforts reduced the list to 5° and brought the stern 
about 18 inches out of water. At this point an enemy 
plane dived over the hill near-by on Homonhon and 
scored a near miss which critically injured two men and 
put a few minor holes in the ship. This accentuated a 
growing desire to move the Ross nearer to friendly ships 
and planes. Chickasaw, in her constantly fine and help- 
ful manner, promptly accomplished this, the ship anchor- 
ing south of Mariquitdaquit Island, about eight mil'i 
south of the northern transport area. 


The next tsvo days svere punctuated by brief but de- 
termined air attacks, in svhich this vessel fired its few 
remaining svorkable guns at planes svhich had hit the 
U.S.S. Preserver and the U.S.S. Honolulu. By this date 
the moon began to get brighter at night, and the ob- 
jective of Jap air attacks shifted once more to isolated 
cripples and weakly defended ships. A move to the cen- 
ter of tlie transport area was indicated, and was accom- 
plished. . . . Our position within the transport area . . . 
gave us much comfort. Air attacks increased in inten- 
sity, but our salvage work went on between periods of 
repelling the enemy air. By this time two 5-inch and 
most of tlie 20 mm. and 40 mm., plus directors and plot, 
were back in commission. Morale lifted from grim de- 
termination to high confidence when the Ross shot doivn 
one of three "Lilies" on her first salvo, started a second 
doim before any other ships had opened fire, and as- 
sisted in damaging a third. 

The next two days were marked by air attacks day and 
night, and by the anxiety felt for our squadron in par- 
ticular and tlie fleet in general as tliey engaged the en- 
emy. The large number of enemy planes seen to be shot 
doisTi by AA and by our fighters, plus a definite assist 
on another Jap plane, kept our spirits high. .-V tj-phoon 
on tlie 27th of October came almost as a si'clceme relief, 
since enemy air was grounded during the night, and 
everyone was confident that the ship couki ride out 
a storm . . . whicli it did. Evenu from :>rr. up to the 
present date (November I) consisted c' air attacks fol- 
lowed by more air attacks, day and nighL 

Twcnty-tliree of Ross’s crew wire in action 
during her tour of duty on the ler-te irer.:. and many 
of the ship’s company were wruTrari.. Ker Pharma- 
cist’s Mates worked as long n’f -^'tTnetiy as her gun 
crews and repair parties. And n 'Li 2 *ruai skill. 
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battleship skyhigh, and took a Jap destroyer simul- 
taneously skyward! When the left-overs made Japan, 
the Imperial Navy was all but wiped out. It had lost 
the Battle of Surigao Strait and the Battle oflE Samar. 
And the Battle off Cape Engano— 

Cape Engano Mop-Up 

At 0205 in the morning of October 25, an Inde- 
pendence scout plane, winging across the sea about 
85 miles ahead of Task Force 38, made an interest- 
ing radar contact. In the Philippine Sea northeast of 
Cape Engano steamed a group of Japanese ships. At 
0220 a second Japanese group was detected 40 miles 
astern of the first. Halsey’s Third Fleet was in con- 
tact with Ozawa’s Carrier Force! 

There they were— large carrier Zuikaku, light car- 
riers Chitose, Chiyoda, and Zuiho, carrier-battleships 
IsE and Hyuga, light cruisers Tama and Oyodo, and 
eight destroyers. Their presence in the area was no 
surprise. Halsey had been informed that they were 
approaching northeast Luzon. In effect, this informa- 
tion had been transmitted by Ozawa himself, in his 
role as decoy duck. 

Unaware of the enemy’s almost complete lack of 
planes and pilots, Halsey expected a carrier duel and 
perhaps a big-gun duel, and he maneuvered carefully 
into position for a dawn attack. Mitscher’s search 
planes took off to inspect and keep tabs on the enemy, 
and at 0630 the first striking groups were away. A 
few Jap fighters rose to intercept the Hellcats. They 
were promptly shot down. By 0900 the American 
planes, diving through canopies of anti-aircraft fire, 
were flailing at the Jap flat-tops with heavy bombs 
and torpedoes. 

Throughout the day the strikes continued. Ozawa 
was certainly a successful decoy. But the strategem 
was one of the most extravagant ruses in the history 
of naval warfare. Down went the Zuikaku. Down 
went Chiyoda. Zuiho went down. They were escorted 
to the bottom by the destroyer Akitsuki. At grave- 
side wallowed the carrier Chitose, paralyzed by 
bombs. And by mid-afternoon Ozawa had run his 
course and was fleeing northward with his surviving 
warships. 

Somewhat incongruously (after the deliberate sacri- 
fice of the flat-top) he detadred the cruiser Tama and 
a pair of destroyers, ordering them to stand by the 
sinking Chitose. This irrational gesture gave Halsey s 
surface forces a chance for action. 

By that hour the Third Fleet commander, satisfied 
that Ozawa’s carriers were out of the war, had dis- 
patched Bogan’s task group and a battleship-cruiser 
force under Vice Admiral Lee to the Samar front. To 
wipe up the Ozawa remnants, he sent a cruiser force 


under Rear Admiral L. T. DuBose radng to the 
waters off Cape Engano. 

DuBose’s force consisted of cruisers Santa Fe (flag- 
ship), Mobile, Wichita, and New Orleans, and a 
dozen destroyers. The destroyer roster included 
Porterfield (flagship of Captain C. R. Todd, Com- 
DesRon 55, and senior DD oflicer present), Callag- 
han, C, K. Bronson (flagship of Captain E. R. Wil- 
kinson, ComDesRon 50), Gotten, Dortch, Healy, 
Cogswell (flagship of Captain W. J. Miller, ComDes- 
Div 100), Caperton, Ingersoll, Knapp, Patterson, 
and Bagley. ^ 

At 1625 that evening the dying Chitose was 
sighted, lined up in the sights, and under cruiser fire. 
When the wreck burst into flames DuBose ordered a 
destroyer division to sink the ruin. But the ruin 
saved them the trouble by capsizing and heading for 
the bottom. 

At 1840 radar contact was made with Tama and 
her consorts. The Jap cruiser and two DD’s ran north- 
ward. DuBose’s warships overhauled. After a long 
chase. Captain Miller was ordered to close in with 
Cogswell, Ingersoll, and Caperton for torpedo at- 
tack. At 2011, with the range closed to 6,800 yards, 
the three DD’s each fired a half-salvo. Then the 
nearer target, a destroyer, was struck by cruiser shells. 
By 2046 this ship was dead in the water and burning. 
Destroyer Porterfield headed in to finish off the 
vessel. Before she could do so, the ship blew up. She 
was later identified as the destroyer Hatsutsuki. 

By 2100 the other two Jap ships were 46 miles to 
the northward, and running like jackrabbits. Because 
his destroyers were low on fuel and time was lacking, 
DuBose broke off the chase. As it was, cruiser Tama 
ploughed into a submarine ambush, and she too was 
on the bottom before midnight. 

"King Two" Checkmate 

The day after the Surigao-Samar-Cape Engano 
debacle, Jap cruisers ICinu and Noshiro and destroyer 
Uranami were caught in Philippine waters and bat- 
tered under by Navy planes. On October 27 destroyers 
Fujinami and Shiranuhi were bombed to the bottom. 
The Imperial Navy was now little more than a ghost 
of its former self— a bugaboo soon to be forever dis- 
pelled. 

Decisively, and with dispatch, the naval elements^ 
of “King Two” had checkmated “Operation Sho.” 
Fighting the Battle for Leyte Gulf, the U.S. Navy had 
lost one light carrier, two escort-carriers, two de- 
stroyers, and a destroyer-escort. The Imperial Navy 
had lost three battleships, four carriers, six heavy 
cruisers, four light cruisers, eleven destroyers, and all 
possible chance of holding the Philippines and de- 
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target for this ruthless gunnery; then the sub sub- 
merged. A few minutes later the sea was erupted by a 
murderous blast which killed or wounded eveiy’one 
in tire water. Casualties exacted by torpedo explo- 
sions, strafing, and underwater blast were tragically 
high. Some 139 of Eversole’s crew rvere rescued. 

Eversole’s captain believed the final blast was 
caused by some sort of anti-personnel bomb deposited 
in the sea by the submarine. The DE’s depth charges 
(according to claim) had been all set on safe, and the 
ship had gone down at least 30 minutes before that 
final explosion. Undoubtedly fatalities would have 
been close to total had not destroyer-escorts Richard 
S. Bull and Whitehurst soon arrived on tire scene. 
Witlr the following results— 

Whitehurst Sinks 1^5 

Shortly after Eversole went down, destroyer-escort 
Whitehurst received over the TBS rvord from de- 
stroyer-escort Bull that their sister DE had been tor- 
pedoed and sunk. Whitehurst was operating at the 
time with Task Unit 77.7.1, whiclr had the mission of 
feeding fuel and ammunition supplies to units of tire 
Seventh Fleet supporting the Leyte landings. 

After relaying the word on Eversole, destroyer- 
escort Bull requested a DE to act as A/S screen while 
she rescued survivors. Whitehurst was thereupon dis- 
patched to tire scene of the sinking. Her skipper. Lieu- 


tenant J. C. Horton, U.S.N.R., took the ship through 
a search pattern around the area. The search had 
almost been completed when Whitehurst picked up 
a sonar contact at 0545. Ten minutes later she 
reached firing position, and let fly with a full hedge- 
hog salvo. Results were negative. At 0608, 0635, and 
0648 she delivered hedgehog attacks. Eleven seconds 
after the fourth salvo splashed into the sea, a series of 
explosions echoed up from below. The rataplan 
ended in a tirunderous detonation which ebbed away 
with a prolonged rumble. The undersea blasting was 
violent enough to knock out Whitehurst’s "pinging 
gear.” 

Thereupon Bull was asked to continue the search. 
After a fruitless effort to gain contact. Bull’s skipper 
reported over TBS, 

FROM THE SOUND OF THE EXPLOSIONS WHERE I WAS 
THREE MILES AWAY I DON'T THINK THERE IS ANYTHING 
LEFT OF THE SUB 

His implication was correct. However, tlie destroyer- 
men, making a daylight search of the area, discovered 
some submarine residue. Splintered teak, a wooden 
damage-control plug, chunks of painted wood, and 
what not. After die war these items were attributed to 
the submarine 1-45, the sub which probably sank 
E\t;rsole. 

■\Vhitehurst had lost no time in tracking down 
and exterminating the Japanese killer. 



obtained radar contact with a sub, range 16,800 yards. 
She was promptly ordered by the Task Group Com- 
mander, Captain W. V. Saunders, to track the target 
down. 

At OMO the surfaced sub was sighted and identified 
as Japanese. 'When Miu:s closed the range to 6,000 
yards, the enemy I-boat decided it was time to dive. 
Mu.rj ran in to peg hedgehog at the diving “pig 
boat." On the second run the projectiles hit the 
mark. Two explosions were trailed by an undenvater 
thunderclap that jolted iltc destroyer-escort like a 
collision. The DE’s radar, sound gear, and TBS went 
out of coinrnhsion. For a moment some of the sailors 
thought, with apparently good reason, that the ship 
had been tor[)cdocd. 

Needless to say, the undersea blast which could 
jolt a DE in such fashion would wreck the sub- 
mersible from which it emanated. At daybreak a mess 
of flotsam and a spread of oil were sighted. Two days 
later the carpet of Diesel oil was still expanding. The 
oil was the lifcltlood of 1-361— another Jap sub de- 
stroyed by fast DE work. 

Richard Roivcll Kills 1-362 

RiciiAan M. Rown.i. (Commander IT. A. Barnard, 
Jr.) was attached to Task Unit 77.4.13, the screen for 
Rear Admiral T. E. Sprague’s carriers. On die morn- 
ing of October 24, IfiM, these ships sverc providing 
close air support for the Leyte landings. A Sound 
man had to be a sharp operator to "licar” a sub- 
marine while a DE was ranging through the wakes 
of a group of escort-carriers steaming in formation. 
Such an operator was working in the crew of de- 
stroyer-escort Rowixu 

At 0833 the sonar contact was picked up directly 
astern of the formation. Turbulent water made die 
contact doubtful. Nevertheless, Commander Barnard 
directed a hedgehog attack at 0908. A few seconds 
after the pattern was fired, one charge exploded. 
About 40 seconds later another explosion rumbled 
up from deep under. At 0913 Sound heard still an- 
odier explosion. Then came a peal of undersea thun- 
der that vibrated the ship. The sinking thunder rvas 
suggestive of a down-going submarine. Thirty min- 
utes later Rowell made a final attack, but the con- 
tact was faint and results were negative. Ilowever, 
this final effort was superfluous. 

Diesel oil was already gurgling to the surface. And 
in the vicinity of this marine gusher dte destroyermen 
found telltale debris— splintered wood, cork, and a 
small glass ampoule labeled with Japanese cliaractcrs. 
Sunk by Rowell was 1-362. Her obituary was found 
in records of the Japanese Sixtlr (Submarine) Fleet. 


Helm and Gridley Kill 1-54 

Destroyers Helm (Commander S. K. Santmyers) 
and GRtDLEV (Commander P. D. Quirk) were attached 
to Task Unit 38.4.3, the screen unit for Rear Admiral 
Davison s task group whicli was supporting the Leyte 
occupation on October 28. The task group was in 
circular cruising disposition when Helm’s sonar gear 
registered a contact at 600 yards. 

The contact was made at 1228. The DD unleashed 
an urgent attack. Ordered to assist, Gridley joined in 
at 1232. About 20 minutes later Helm launched a 
second attack ivith dcptii charges, and the booming 
’’ashenns" struck oil. The up-welling oil was seen by 
an aircraft which had been ordered to assist. The sub 
was hit and bleeding. 

Helm executed anotlier attack at 1330, Up came a 
cluster of air bubbles. Now Gridley was ready to fire. 
Fire she did at 1342. Helm followed tlirough with a 
fourth attack at 1414. The depth-cliarge barrage ivas 
ccliocd by deep-sea tliundcr. Oil, cork, and shattered 
timber floated on die troubled water. To assure a 
"positive kill," Gridley made two more depth-charge 
runs. Helm delivered a final attack at 1508. For the 
next half-hour the destroyermen boated about, fishing 
up debris. Among the items recovered were '‘three 
pieces of teak deck planking, and two fresh human 
lungs." 

Deleted from the Japanese submarine effort at 
Leyte was die Imperial Na\ 7 ’s 1-54. 

Loss of U.S.S. Eversole 

Eversole (Lieutenant Commander George E. 
Marix) cleaved Leyte Gulf in die evening of October 
27, 1944, to rendezvous with Rear Admiral Sprague’s 
task force at daylight the following morning. At 0210 
in die morning of die 28di, the destroyer-escort made 
radar contact widi a vessel five and a half miles 
distant. . 

About 18 minutes later the ship’s sonar watch re- 
ported contact with a target at 2,800 yards. Thirty 
seconds after contact w'as made, Eversole was struck 
by a torpedo. The ship staggered and canted in a 15° 
list. A moment later she was struck by a second tor- 
pedo rvhicli crashed inboard through the hole blasted 
by the first torpedo. The explosion dealt death and 
destruction below decks, and die mortally stricken DE 
assumed a 30° list. Lieutenant Commander Marix 
ordered die ship abandoned at 0240. 

The crew scrambled overside as best it could, and 
the sea was soon clotted with crowded life rafts and 
swimmers. The Eversole sank within 15 minutes. 
About 0300 die Japanese submarine opened fire on 
the survivors. For 20 minutes the desperate men were 





CHAPTER 34 


ENTER THE SUICIDERS 



DD's Versus Death-Divers at Ler^tc 

On November 1, 19U, the Japs made an "all-out” effort to blast 
the Seventh Fleet's Covering Forces out of Leyte Gulf. By that date 
the Impel ial Navy was finislied. But the Japanese air forces— land- 
liascd and carrier remnants-constiiuted a hawk which retained 
deadly talons. As the American tvarships in Leyte Gulf learned on 
the first day of November. 

Covering Leyte on that date u'as Task Group 77.1, under Rear. 
Admiral G, L. Weyler. The group consisted of battleships Missis- 
sii’iM, California, and Pennsylvania; cruisers Phoenix, Boise, 
Nashville, and H.M.A.S. Shropshire; and, when fully comple- 


mented, 19 destroyers. Tlic destroyers were NiiwcoMn 
(flagship of Captain R. N. Smoot, Screen Commander, 
and ComDcsRon 56), KiLi.r,.v, Ahner Read (flagsliip 
of Captain J. J3. McLean, ConiDcsDiv 48), Ammen, 
Luutze, RoniNsoN (flagsliip of Captain T. F. Conley, 
Jr., ComDcsDiv 112), Bryant, Claxton, Flusser (flag- 
ship of Captain W. M. Cole, ComDesRon 5), AIauan, 
Smith, Jenkins, Drayton, and Edwards. Destroyers 
Bush, Bennion, H.M.A.S. Arunta, Heywood L. Ed- 
IVARDS, and Richard P. Leary— members of the task 
group— were stationed as A/S guards and radar pick- 
ets at the entrance to Leyte Gulf. 

The mission of this powerful aggregation of ships 
was "to cover, protect, and defend Leyte Gulf and 
the invasion forces and ships engaged in the Leyte 
operations against attach by enemy surface forces" 
As far as Japanese surface forces were concerned, most 
of those in the Philippines theater were currentlyrest- 
ing on the bottom, but Weyler’s task group had some 
anti-aircraft work on its hands. 

Early in the morning of November 1 the group was 
cruising in tlie Gulf entrance. Several snoopers ap- 
proached the formation. An all-night air alert 
strained the nerves of the American sailors, and day- 
break did not relieve the tension. It was obvious tliat 


the enemy was gatlicring information and muscle for 
a strike. 

At 0916 in tlie morning the air alert was re-broad- 
cast as the radar watches reported Jap planes in the 
offing. Zigzagging, the task group stepped up speed to 
15 knots, and tlic screen contracted. All ships were at 
Condition of Readiness to repel air attack, with the 
gun crews tense at tlieir mounts and C.I.C. teams 
working at full speed, when the plot indicated enemy 
aircraft on various bearings, closing rapidly. 

Action began at 0940 when destroyer Bush (Com- 
mander R. E. Westholm), on patrol in South Surigao , 
Strait, opened fire with all batteries on a "Betty” 
which came in on the ship’s starboard beam. Drop- 
ping a torpedo, the plane s'eered off to the right. 
Witli a fast dash and hard right rudder. Bush avoided 
tlie torpedo. A burst of 40 mm. fire hit the plane. 

Four minutes later another “Betty” attacked Bush. 
Roaring in on the destroyer’s port beam, the plane 
flung a "fish" at 800 yards. Bush dodged by swerving 
left with hard rudder, and her guns brought the 
plane down in a swirl of fire 100 yards from the ship. 

At 0951 a third "Betty” attacked Bush. The de- 
stroyer gunners poured fire into the plane, but the 
aircraft got close enough to drop a 500-pound bomb 
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■which exploded about 60 feet from the ship’s star- 
board quarter. Flying shrapnel gave the ship a claw- 
ing, The plane also escaped. 

At 1007^ Bush dove off a fourth “Betty.” At 1044 
two more "Bettys” attacked the destroyer, and the 
ship dodged another aerial torpedo. One of the 
"Bettys” roared down Bush’s starboard side, the tail 
gunner lashing at the vessel with machine-gun fire. 
Two sailors fell wounded. But the plane got a belly 
full of automatic fire for her pains. 

Ten minutes later two “Zekes” pounced on the 
DD. After she hit one of them with 5-inch, tire pair 
hit for the clouds. At 1100 a "Zeke” (apparently tire 
one which had been hit) came down in what appeared 
to be a suicide dive on the ship. The plane dropped 
a small bomb which missed. Bush’s sharpshooters did 
not miss. Riddled, the “Zeke” plunged into the sea 
50 yards astern. 

At nil the indomitable Bush drove off still an- 
other “Betty.” This was her last air battle of the day. 
The skies over her vicinity cleared at noon, and her 
crew took time out to mop fevered brows. That had 
been a busy morning for Bush. A “Betty” and a 
"Zeke” shot down, two “Bettys” badly damaged, a 
“Betty” moderately damaged— three torpedoes dodged 
—not a bad day’s work before lunchl In fact, it was 
such a good day’s work that Commander Rollin E. 
Westholm won special commendation from Rear 
Admiral Weyler. Bush’s performance also won special 
mention by Tokyo Rose. Going on the air with her 
daily broadcast on November 2, that siren of tlie mike 
paid Bush this compliment: “Our aircraft attacked a 
lone American destroyer which had automatic 5-inch 
guns.” 

Meantime, Weyler’s task force in Leyte Gulf fought 
a battle royal against attacking Jap aircraft. The Gulf 
battle began at 0950, ten minutes after the first on- 
slaught on Bush. A flight of Jap torpedo-planes wing- 
ing over the Gulf drew a thunderstorm AA barrage 
from the ready warships. Two planes were shot down, 
and an attack on cruiser Shropshire was beaten off. 
One of the planes which attacked the Australian ship, 
however, climbed into a cloud, and then dropped 
like a meteor on destroyer Claxton (Commander 
M. H. Hubbard). 

Claxton’s gunners lashed the plane with 40 mm., 
forcing it to take a tangent which brought it down 
into the sea. But the plane struck close aboard and 
exploded with a shattering blast which killed four of 
Claxton’s crew, wounded 24, and severely damaged 
the ship. In spite of these injuries, the DD stayed in 
the fight, and by 1200 was able to steam at 15 knots, 
thanks to efficient damage-control measures. 

At 0951 destroyer Killen was struck by a bomb. 


With fire topside and flood below, the Killen fell 
out of formation. Her skipper. Commander H. G. 
Corey, and her crew fought extensive battle damage 
with extensive grit. And the ship, escorted by de- 
stroyer Robinson, steamed to a safe anchorage in the 
Gulf, Three or four Jap planes were seen to go down 
under fire from Killen’s guns. 

Then, at 0952, destroyer Ammen (Commander J. 
H. Brown) was crashed by a Jap plane. As will be 
seen, this smash was probably a deliberate suicide. 
When, early in the afternoon, a plane smashed into 
Abner Read, the suicide tactic was obvious. The 
Navy’s Pacific destroyermen realized they were up 
against something new in the grim book of warfare— 
the Kamikaze. 

Loss of U.S.S. Abner Read 

The aerial onslaught on Rear Admiral G. L. Wey- 
ler’s Task Group 77.1 gave the Seventh Fleet destroy- 
ermen a bitter taste of what was to come— the employ- 
ment of self-destruction as a combat tactic. And by 
November 1, 1944, the curtain was rising on a horror 
drama that had no equal in the bloody history of war- 
fare. 

The Jap aircraft which was riddled by Claxton’s 
40 mm, fire and crashed close aboard, blasting the 
destroyer, may have been a suicider. The Jap 
“Frances” which crashed into Ammen seems to have 
been more deliberate. But the strike on Abner Read, 
which occurred early in the afternoon, seems to have 
been undoubtedly purposeful. 

Screening damaged Claxton, Abner Read (Com- 
mander A. M. Purdy), flagship of Captain J. B. Mc- 
Lean, ComDesDiv 48, was conducting a circular 
patrol. About 1339 the radar watch reported two 
enemy aircraft about 11 miles distant, and coming 
fast. Abner Read opened fire with main battery and 
automatic guns. Down from tlie sky plunged a “Val” 
dive-bomber, dragging a tail of smoke. Evidently hit 
by Abner Read’s scorching fire, the plane was burn- 
ing, but the pilot drove straight for the destroyer. 

It happened fast— three minutes after the initial 
radar contact. Abner Read’s guns were slamming, 
chattering, and roaring. It seemed impossible that an 
aircraft could penetrate the lacework of flame, 
machine-gun lead, and flak. All hands on the bridge 
watched in a freeze of dread as the dive-bomber 
came on, nearer and nearer, growing in size as eyes 
stared in dilated appallment. 

Someone shouted, “Oh, my God!” 

Men were thrown to the deck as the “Val” crashed 
into the destroyer’s starboard side, smashing in a 
splatter against the after stack. A wave of fire blew 
across the superstructure. Blazing gasoline showered 
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Destroyers supporting the amphibious push across 
the Pacific: (From top to bottom) Morotai, with 
La Vallcttc in foreground; Anguar, Palau; Mari- 
veles Harbor, P.L, under guns of Picking; Hob 
landia; Lingayen Gulf; Palau'an, with Drayton in 
foreground; Leyte Gulf, xvith Cony in foreground. 
These pictures show typical destroyer support. 



starboard. With minor damage and 21 wounded, 
Saufley dodged away. 

Aulick continued her patrol until relieved by 
destroyer Pringle, after which she limped off to San 
Pedro Bay. Saufley remained on the A/S job. And 
as December came up on tlie calendar, the American 
destroyermen in the Philippines were grimly aware 
that Leyte Gulf was only the first round of a knock- 
down, drag-out death match. 

Nicholas Kills 1-37 

Early in the evening of November 12, 1944, the 
destroyer Nicholas (Commander R. T. S. Keith), in 
company with destroyer Taylor, was escorting the 
cruiser St. Louis from Ulithi to the Pelews. At 2003, 
Nicholas made radar contact with a surface target 
at 21,300 yards. Steaming to investigate, Nicholas 
saw the "pip” disappear from the radar screen as the 
range closed to 8,100 yards. This disappearance had 
all the earmarks of a diving submarine, and the de- 
stroyer picked up sound contact at 2047. 

Between 2053 and 2230 Nicholas delivered two 
deliberate depth-charge attacks on the submersible. 
Five minutes after the last barrage went down, a 
great explosion roared under the sea. Tangible evi- 
dence of a submarine’s demolition was found on the 
surface the following morning. The evidence con- 
sisted of the usual flotsam, in which was found a 
piece of lung tissue. (This anatomical item was fre- 
quently found in the wake of an exploded sub- 
marine.) 

Post-war inquest disclosed the identity of Nicholas’ 
victim. The submarine was the 1-37. She was the 
second I-boat downed by this destroyer, a veteran DD 
with a distinguished battle record. 

Rockford and Ardent Sink 1-38 

The day after Nicholas sank 1-37, a frigate and a 
minesweeper followed through with arithmetical pro- 
gression far across the Pacific to get the number of 
1-38. 

The two ships’ were escorts conducting a convoy 
from Pearl Harbor to San Francisco. Frigate Rock- 
ford (Commander D. H. Bartlett, U.S.C.G.) was a 
1,430-tonner. Minesweeper Ardent (Lieutenant Com- 
mander A. D. Curtis, U.S.N.R.) was an 890-tonner. 
The submarine in question weighed almost as much 
as these two ships put together. 

Ardent made the first sonar contact at 1225, range 
2,100 yards. She delivered three hedgehog attacks. 
When the patterns sank in silence, Rockford stepped 
in (at 1308) to fire a salvo. Three explosions echoed 
Rockford's shooting. Then the minesweeper fired a 
fourth salvo at 1315. Hit by the frigate’s hedgehogs. 


the submarine exploded with a detonation that lit- 
tered the sea with rubbish. Rockford thereupon 
dropped thirteen depth charges, perhaps to suit the 
date— which was November 13, 1944. Bottom up, the 
sub rose to the surface, then sank like a dead whale. 
Its number— I-38~was found in the records of the 
Japanese Submarine Force after VJ-Day. 

Lawrence C. Taylor and Aircraft Kill 1-26 

From Ulithi on November 4, 1944, sailed a hunter- 
killer team built around the escort-carrier Anzio, 
flagship of Captain P. W. W^atson, ComTaskGroup 
30.7. Five DE’s steamed with the Anzio. The DE’s 
were led by Commander A. Jackson, Jr., U.S.N.R., 
ComCortDiv 72, whose pennant flew in Lawrence C. 
Taylor. The Taylor was skippered by Commander 
R. Cullinan, Jr. On November 18, this task group was 
conducting an A/S patrol around the perimeter of 
the Third Fleet fuelling area. 

Turn the calendar back to the last day of August, 
1942. Put the clock at 0330. And shift the scene to the 
Coral Sea. At that date, time, and place, battleship 
North Carolina and carrier Saratoga made radar 
contact with what might have been a submarine. 
Destroyer Farragut, sent to investigate, could find 
nothing but empty sea. But in that same vicinity at 
0706 a Japanese periscope had its eye trained on the 
"Sara.” At 0746 a torpedo jumped from the foam in 
destroyer Macdonough’s wake, and a second later a 
submarine grazed the destroyer’s hull. That same sub- 
marine pumped a torpedo into the Saratoga. And, 
escaping reprisal, that submarine, on November 13, 
1942, sank the light cruiser Juneau. The number of 
that deadly undersea boat was 1-26. 

Coincidence— at about 0330 in the morning of No- 
vember 18, 1944, an Anzio plane reported radar con- 
tact with a submarine on the surface which promptly 
dived. A second Anzio plane was vectored to the 
position. Float lights were dropped, and so were sono- 
buoys. The latter registered definite submarine indi- 
cation, and the planes bombed the spot. 

Meanwhile, destroyer-escorts Lawtience C. Taylor 
and Melvin R. Nawman were rushed to the scene. 
At 0559 Ta-vlor established sound contact with the 
submersible, and fired hedgehogs, which missed. Tay- 
lor stood in to throw a second salvo, which produced 
one explosion. A third attack netted three medium 
explosions and a huge blast which jarred the teeth of 
Taylor’s crew. She followed up with four more at- 
tacks on a doubtful contact which finally faded into 
oblivion. By that time daylight was on the water, and 
so was a large blotch of oil as well as cork, deck plank- 
ing, and shards of red-lacquered wood. 

In an action described by a veteran destroyer officer 
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tlic wrccknpc u-ith flame. At once the ship svas an 
inferno topside. Then tlie conflaj^ration ignited a 
tnagarinc. Ready ammunition exploded near a gun 
mount. .Sailors were struck down !)y flying shrapnel 
atid ss-histling scraps of debris. The flames ran hclosv 
decks and touched off a series of c.xplosions. Anst R 
Ivt Au, listing and shaken by interior blasting, lay dy- 
ing in the sea. Tot{>edocs were jettisoned, and 
damagcconttol patties fought a rlesjrcratc battle to 
.save the ship, but the flnosl ss^ept itt through her lup 
tured hull, and her abandonment hatl to be ordered, 
'ririrty-six urinutes after the platre crash. .AaNin Rr ao 
phingcrl for the bottom of f.e>tc Gulf. Tor several 
hours air ugly oil fire burned on the sea where she 
went down. 

l.ost SH‘ith the ship were 19 men and three ofTicers. 
•Among the suisivors {ritkcrl ujr by the rescue vessels 
were a wounded officer and !ij iitjured nren. While 
rescue work was going forward, the air battle ragctl 
on. ;\ suicide plane plummetcsl at destrover Rir.UAt:t» 
P. I.i Auv. Torn to pieces by .A.A fire from l.t Anv and 
Ct-\xroN, this plane aashed in the se-i. The attack 
indicated all too clearly that Japan's airmen svere in 
a mood. The suspicion of dclilreratc suicid- 

ing was confirmctl that evening by the report that 
destrover .Anoirson (Lieutenant Commander R. IL 
Henson, jr.) hail been crashed by a plane in Cabalian 
Hay. 

.After fighting off numerous air attacks near Harraon 
Island that ilay. Amut.sos- had been struck at by 
one of three attacking Jap fighters. The plane crashed 
into the ship's motor whaleboat aft, and the shatter- 
ing of the boat undoubteilly absorbed much of the 
blast. As it was, ANmuso.s suficrcil IS fatalities, and 
21 of the crew were wotmdcil. The ship's boilers were 
damaged, it vvas necessary to jettison the torpedoes, 
and the crew had a hard fight extinguishing wild 
fires and keeping the ship under way. Destroyer Husit 
stood by to screen the damaged vessel and offer medi- 
cal aid. At 2030 ANnrnso.s' fought off an attacking 
torpedo-plane. Pluckily she made San Pedro Bay 
under her own power. 

Altogether, November 1 was a rough day for the 
destroyermen in the Leyte area. Six ships were struck, 
of which four-Ci.AXTON, AMMr.rs’. ANurRSON. and 
Aunkr Rr-AU-wcrc victims of suicide onslaughts. Of 
these Ahner Read was the fint United States de- 
stroyer to die at the hands of die homicidal Japanese 
suiciders. 

Leyte Backlash (Collett in Action; Aultek and Saufley 
Damaged) 

Throughout November the Third Fleet continued 
to strike the enemy’s airdromes and harbors in me 


northern Philippines. The Japs could not catch up 
with fast-moving McCain and Halsey, but on the 
evening of November 19, four "Hettys" pounced on 
destroyer Coi.urrr (Commander J. D. Collett) as she 
patrolled a picket station some 20 miles from the 
center of Task Force 38. 

The planes launched a two-section coordinated 
attack. Speeding up to 30 knots, Collett shingled the 
sky with flak, and dotiged a torpedo that was dropped 
at 800 yards. The destroyer shot down one "Betty” 
and drove another off wobbling. The third plane 
crosicd Cot.i.fTT‘.s stern and dropped a torpedo at 
1.300 yards. As the DD swerved hard right to avoid, 
her portsidc automatic guns crashed diis "Betty” at 
300 >ards. The fourth plane, discouraged, flitted away 
in the dusk. 

"Collett," wTote Admiral McCain, “forcefully 
demonstrated the invaluable sendee rendered by . . • 
destroyer strike-fnekets in disorganizing enemy air 
attacks threatening the main body of a task force, and 
in giving early warning of the approach of the attack- 
ing planes.” 

Evidently the "Hett)-s" whicli struck at Collett 
were not suicidally inclined, but in the Leyte Gulf 
area the homiciilal self-killers subjected Scvendi Fleet 
destroyermen to a number of ferocious assaults. On 
the evening of November 29, destroyers Auuck and 
SvtTt.EV fought off a nasty suicide attack. 

Patrolling between Homonhon and Dinagat Island 
the ships were on A/S guard at the entrance to ^yte 
Gulf. At 1750 AiitJCR (Commander J. D. Andrew) 
made radar contact with a flight of Jap aircraft. Six 
"Oscars" were sighted and taken under fire. Diving at 
the ship, one of the planes clipped SC rad.ir 
antenna, and crashed in the sea about 20 yards off 
Aui.ir.K's port bow. Another plane, roaring in, stni^ 
the starboard guy on the mast and slammed into the 
windshield of the bridge. The aircraft and its bomb 
exploded just above the main deck near die sva 
room. The blast killed 32 of Aulick’s crew, wounded 
G-l. and tore ragged gaps in the ship's ^“Pers^ctur - 
Meantime. Saueixv was hot m 
down what looked like two Vais an ^ ' j. 

agile maneuvering, her 

Cochran, dodged one suicide-diving ‘ ^ 

struck close aboard. The explosion in die sea gave th 
ship a scorcliing. Sixty seconds later 
by a "Zero" which struck her a glancing on th 
por, side no,r U.0 forward boa. ^ 

another -Val" swooped m astern ” 

bombs which exploded close aboard, sent 
fTroon water over die starboard weather deck , 

fnjured a number of die acw. 

.1 - rmctipd in me sea about 50 y 
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on her tail, and then slid under, stern first. Half a 
dozen Jap swimmers in the water might have been 
picked up, but several made threatening gestures with 
what looked like hand grenades. Captain Smith did 
not delay to discuss the matter with the hostile swim- 
mers. The Division had been ordered to quit the 
Camotes Sea by 0330, and it seemed more sensible 
to follow this directive than argue with illogical Japs. 

The submarine gunned to the bottom of that sea 
was the 1-46. 

Midget Sideshow at Ulithi 

Not long after the Battle for Leyte Gulf, Admiral 
Miwa tried to divert American attention to Ulithi. 
The diversion featured a special type of miniature 
submarine— a model described by Miwa as a "one- 
man torpedo sub.” Apparently the one-man torpedo 
sub was a 1944 innovation— an undersized midget 
packed with high explosive and an expendable op- 
erator. This sea-going “sewer pipe” was carried to the 
target area by a large submarine. Released from the 
undersea transport, the torpedo-sub was thereafter on 
its own. It seems to have differed from the “human 
torpedo” in one minor aspect— the operator had an 
infinitesmal chance to abandon through an escape 
hatch. Miwa sent eight of these aquatic dwarfs to 
Ulithi. 

The eight Lilliputians were piggy-backed to the 
objective by two I-boats. They were released off 
Ulithi some time during the night of November 19- 
20, and nine minutes before sunrise an American 
lookout sighted one of the periscopes off the channel 
entrance. 

It so happened that at that moment U.S. Task 
Group 57.9 (three heavy cruisers and four DD’s) was 
outside the lagoon, just getting under way for Saipan. 
The submarine alarm sent all hands to General 
Quarters, and excitement mounted when destroyers 
Cummings (Lieutenant Commander W. J. Collum, 
Jr.) and Case (Lieutenant Commander R. S. Willey) 
rushed a periscope which was slipping through the 
water near cruiser Pensacola. At 0538, Case rammed 
this menace. There was a watery crash, and the 
dwarf went plunking to the bottom. 

Inside the lagoon the anchorage was crowded with 
shipping— war-battered vessels in for repair, tenders, 
transports, and the supply ships of Commodore W. 
R. Carter’s service fleet. At 0550 the tanker Missis- 
siNEWA, anchored inside the lagoon, was stabbed by 
a torpedo. With a great shattering roar the oiler 
blew up, flinging a cloud of flame against the sky. 
One of Miwa’s freaks had scored. 

The blast touched off one of the liveliest A/S 
hunts of the Pacific War. Outside the channel en- 


trance destroyers Case and Cummings were combing 
the seascape. Now, in response to a general TBS 
summons from destroyer Cotten, three DE’s began 
a search for a dwarf detected in the vicinity of the 
cruiser Mobile at anchor in the lagoon. The de- 
stroyer-escorts were U.S.S. Rall (Lieutenant Com- 
mander C. B. Taylor, U.S.N.R.), flagship of Com- 
mander H. Reich, U.S.N.R., ComCortDiv 61; Hal- 
LORAN (Lieutenant Commander J. G. Scripps, 
U.S.N.R.); and Weaver (Lieutenant Commander W. 
A. Taylor, U.S.N.R.), flagship of Commander R. H. 
Groff, U.S.N.R., ComCortDiv 32. 

Presently Rall’s lookouts sighted a swirl in the 
water near the Mobile. The DE dropped one depth 
charge set to blow at 50 feet and two charges set for 
75 feet. Halloran and Weaver also dropped shal- 
low-set charges. Stacks of brine rose and fell, and two 
Jap faces were seen in the churning foam. They were 
not there for long. The sub (or subs) spotted near 
the Mobile simultaneously vanished. The dwarf 
attack on Ulithi was over. 

Compared with the Battle for Leyte, the Ulithi 
“diversion” was a picayune affair, but it did cost the 
Service Force an oil tanker, and the Navy consider- 
able effort, fuel, and time. For this Miwa seems to 
have paid several one-man subs, for that same morn- 
ing two American patrol planes bombed and sank 
what looked like another midget sub in Ulithi waters. 
An oil slick marked the grave of this specimen, and 
a boxlike object bobbed to the surface as a target 
token. And three days later the body of a Japanese 
sailor (undoubtedly a submariner) was fished up in 
a berth near the scene of the Mobile attacks. 

But coming up shortly on the calendar were events 
which for neither side could be called a “diversion." 

Breaking into Ormoc Bay 

The Japs had a powerful ally— General Weather. 

Ordinarily Nature refuses to take sides, but in the 
late autumn of 1944 the forces of Nature operated 
to the advantage, of the Japanese. In November the 
monsoon rains set in, and MacArthur’s troops on 
Leyte bogged down in a quagmire. And while Ameri- 
can aircraft were grounded by the sluicing downpour 
and while Krueger’s infantrymen struggled through 
drowned jungles, the Japs ran a steady stream of re- 
inforcements down to the invaded island. 

The Navy worked ’round-the-clock to cut the 
enemy’s supply lines to Leyte and slow the transport 
of Yamashita's reinforcements. American submarines 
maintained non-stop China Sea patrols, but Jap 
transports and warships scuttled down through the 
island ivith persistent frequenq', landing troops on 
the western coast of Leyte. So U.S. destroyers were 
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as "a fine example of cooperation between air and 
surface craft/’ Anzio’s airmen, teamed up with Tay- 
lor, had settled the score for Saratoga and Juneau. 
At tile bottom of the Philippine Sea off Samar lay tlie 
bones of tlie 1-26— a burial long overdue. 

Conklin and McCoy Reynolds Kill 1-177 

■Wien the “Aussies” were playing leapfrog along 
the New Guinea coast in December, 1943, they by- 
passed 12,000 Jap troops encamped in a coastal mud- 
hole at Sio, and pushed on to capture an airstrip at 
Saidor. A Japanese submarine ivas dispatched as a 
taxi to carry General Hatazo Adaclii from Madang 
to Sio where tlie General was to extricate the sur- 
rounded garrison. But at Sio four American PT-boats 
detected the undenvater hack, and she escaped a 
depth-diarge thrashing by the skin of her teeth. The 
sub finally got into Sio, and General Adaclii marched 
the local garrison down the coast to Gali, hoping to 
find evacuation ships. Instead, he found the beadi 
bombarded on January 8, 1914, by destroyers Reid, 
Mahan, Beale, and Mugford. On the 15th the beach 
was once more shelled, destroyers Bush, Ammen, and 
Mullanv doing the job. What ivas left of the hag- 
gard gam'son and weary General ivas left in die 
bush, stranded and forgotten. As for tlie 1-177, in 
evading the depth charges at Sio, she had only de- 
ferred her demise. 

On November 19, 1944, Task Unit 57.18.14, com- 
posed of destroyer-escorts Conklin (Lieutenant Com- 
mander E. L. McGibbon, U.S.N.R.) and McCoy 
Reynolds (Lieutenant Commander E. K. Winn, 
U.S.N.R.), was anchored at Kossol Passage, Palau. 
At 0914 tliat day both these ships were ordered to 
speed to a position outside of the western passage 
to participate in a hunter-killer action against a sub 
which had been sighted at 0858. The ships reached 
the scene at 1055, and cruised across tlie seascape 
“echo-ranging." Aircraft were already searching. 

The hunt went on tlirough the noon hour— on into 
mid-afternoon. At 1500 McCoy Reynolds and Conk- 
lin put sonar fingers on the hiding sub. For the next 
two hours the DE’s pelted the target with hedgehog, 
McCoy Reynolds delivering the first three attacks 
with negative results, then Conklin following up with 
attacks four and five. The fifth salvo thrown by 
Conklin missed. Reynolds’ next attack was a hit. 
Up came an enormous air bubble; then, at 1700, the 
sea echoed to a monstrous explosion. 

The blast put Reynolds’ sound-gear out of tune. 
Three minutes later she dropped charges set for a 
deep-sea level. Dull explosions clambered up out of 
the deep, A gush of oil and debris rose to the surface, 
and fragments of a human body. 


The submarine thus disposed of was the fore- 
mentioned 1-177. This was the McCoy Reynolds’ 
second kill of that autumn. As one destroyerman 
lauded her, she was "the real McCoy.” 

Wal/erj Renshaw, Saufley, and Pringle Sink M6 

Late in November, the remnant Imperial Navy 
tried to establish a "Tokyo Express" between north- 
ern Philippine bases and invaded Leyte. Reinforce- 
ment trains were sent chugging down through the 
archipelago to Ormoc Bay on Leyte’s west coast. 
Supply and transport submarines were enlisted for 
this service. Coast watchers promptly reported the 
activity at the Ormoc terminal, and the Seventh Fleet 
was called upon to put a stop to this Jap interference. 

On November 27, 1944, DesDiv 43 was dispatched 
to Ormoc Bay to bombard shore installations and 
to sweep tlirough the Camotes Sea on an anti-shipping 
mission. The Division consisted of Waller (Com- 
mander H. L. Thompson, Jr.), Renshaw (Commander 
G, H. Cairnes), Saufley (Commander D, E. Coch- 
ran), and Pringle (Lieutenant Commander J. L. 
Kelley, Jr.). Officer in Tactical Command was Cap- 
tain Robert Hall Smith, ComDesRon 22, riding in 
Waller. 

The passage tlirough Simigao Strait was made 
witliout incident. The ships ran into Ormoc Bay and 
showered the designated targets with 5-inch shells, 
after which they swept westward across the Camotes 
Sea. 

Meanivhile, a PBY patrol plane had reported a 
Japanese submarine approaching Ormoc Bay. 

At 0127 next morning, DesDiv 43 was cruising 
north of Ponson Island, when Waller made radar 
contact with a surface target at 10,200 yards. The 
destroyer lit up the seascape with starshells, the 
Division headed directly for the sub, and the four 
ships took the silhouette under fire. Recklessly 
enough, the I-boat stayed on the surface to return 
the shots. The submarine gunners missed the DD's, 
and in turn took a pounding which damaged the 
submersible. 

At 0138, when Waller set a course to ram, the 
sub was seen to be badly damaged, and Captain 
Smith decided to shoot it out with the wounded 
undersea boat. Accordingly, Waller passed the sub 
at a range of 50 yards abeam, while the DD gun 
crews pumped 40 mm. armor-piercing shells into 
the conning tower and pressure hull. Under this 
fierce barrage the I-boat became an incandescent 
mass of explosions. , 

Coming about for a second run past the sub. Wal- 
ler saw her target make a sizzling dive for the bot- 
tom. ,Bow slanted against the sky, the I-boat stood 
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The way into the harbor was cleared by a mine- 
sweeping unit, and a Control and Fire-Support Unit 
abetted the amphibious work. After a 20-minute 
shore bombardment by DD’s and rocket craft, the 
troops started in at 0707 in the morning of December 
7. Opposition to the landings was nil. But the re- 
tiring ships were attacked by enemy aircraft. 

The air assault began about 0820. U.S. fighters 
flew to intercept the Jap planes, but a number of 
Japs broke through the CAP cover and dodged the 
AA barrage. By midday several ships had been hit by 
crash-diving suicide planes. Among those struck 
v.'ere destroyer Mahan (Commander E. G. Campbell), 
destroyer-transport Ward (Commander R. E. Farwell, 
U.S.N.R.), and destroyer-transport Liddle (Lieuten- 
ant Commander L. C. Brogger, U.S.N.R.). Four land- 
ing ships were also damaged, one of them fatally. 
The suicide attacks proved a horror to the destroyer- 
men. Mahan’s Commanding Officer noted that it 
was probably the first time the death-diving Japs 
unleashed multiple suicide attacks while employing 
torpedo-plane tactics. 

The attacks continued throughout the day. About 
1400 a plane plummeted on destroyer Lamson (Com- 
mander J. V. Noel, Jr.), and crashed forward of the 
stack. Twenty-one men were killed by the smash and 
50 were wounded. As flames roared through Lam- 
son’s superstructure, destroyer Flusser (Commander 
T. R. Vogeley), flagship of Captain Cole, stood by to 
cover the stricken vessel. While Flusser’s gun crews 
hurled flak at enemy aircraft, the rescue tug ATR-31 
assisted the Lamson men. All hands were forced to 
leave the burning ship, but the rescue tug finally suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing the flames, and Lamson was 
saved. Flusser picked up about 20 men (most of them 
wounded) who had jumped off the bridge and di- 
rector platform when the plane ploughed into the 
ship. Later beating off an air attack, she shot down 
a "Dinah.” This efficient work ^von for Flusser a 
word of high commendation from Admiral Kinkaid. 

At 1745 the Japs made their final air attack; after 
this onslaught the battle was over. Having fought off 
16 air raids since that morning, Struble’s men wel- 
comed the advent of nightfall. At 2130 the task group 
was joined by destroyers Allen M. Sumner, Moale, 
Hopewell, and Pringle. Thus reinforced, the tired 
warships made the run back to San Pedro Bay in 
safety. 

In the waters off Ormoc, Struble’s ships had taken 
gruelling punishment Destroyer-transport Liddle had 
been crippled. Destroyer Lamson, paralyzed, had to 
be towed into Leyte Gulf. LSM-318 had been 
downed. And an ex-DD and a DD had been lost 

The ex-DD was destroyer-transport Ward. Sorely 


hit, she had to be abandoned, and her burning hulk 
was buried in the sea by friendly gunfire. The task 
was assigned to destroyer O’BRiEN-a strange turn of 
fate. O’Brien’s captain. Commander W. W. Outer- 
bridge, was the same Outerbridge who had been 
skipper of the Ward when she fired the first Jap- 
killing shot of the Pacific War at Pearl Harbor. And 
that shot, which sank a midget submarine off the 
harbor entrance, had been fired just three years pre- 
viously to the day. 

The destroyer which was fatally damaged by a Jap 
suicide plane, and which had to be abandoned and 
sunk in Ormoc Bay by friendly fire, was the U.S.S. 
Mahan. Here is the Mahan story— 

Loss of U.S.S. Mahan 

Serving in the Escort Unit of Rear Admiral 
Struble’s Ormoc Attack Group, Mahan was one of 
the two fighter-director ships in amphibious Task 
Group 78.3. When, shortly after the troops began 
going ashore in the Ormoc landings, enemy planes 
were detected, Mahan’s fighter-director team had 
gone to work the moment the Jap planes appeared 
on the radar screen. She was joined in this work by 
the team on board destroyer Smith (Commander F. 
V. List). Captain Freseman, the Escort Commander, 
reported that the two ships ". . . turned in an out- 
standing performance." 

For Mahan the performance was all too brief. 
About 0948 her gunners opened fire on a flight of 
nine enemy bombers escorted by four fighter planes. 
While the destroyermen banged away with AA weap- 
ons, three U.S. P-38’s were guided in to the attack. 
The American planes shot down three Jap fighters 
and damaged two bombers. Four Jap planes were shot 
down by Mahan’s guns. But the enemy airmen, 
launching a coordinated suicide assault, penetrated 
the defense. Skimming in across the water, three of 
the Jap planes crashed into Mahan. 

The ship shuddered and reeled under the impact 
of these stunning blows. Drenched with burning 
gasoline, the destroyer’s wrecked superstructure was 
enveloped in flames. Fire vomited from the explod- 
ing fonvard magazine. Thirteen minutes after the 
third crash. Commander E. G. Campbell, Mahan’s 
skipper, ordered the crew to start abandoning. By 
1025 the last man was off. Destroyers Walke and 
Lamson moved in to pick up the survivors, tliirteen 
of whom were seriously wounded or burned. Five 
men and an officer had disappeared in the burning 
ship. 

Nothing could be done to save the wecked and 
exploding destroyer, and at 1150 Mahan ivas sunk 
by gun and torpedo fire from destroyer Walke. 
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sent through Surigao Strait to sweep enemy shipping 
out of Ormoc Bay. 

These were hazardous missions. And the fourth 
Ormoc sweep, conducted by DD's early in December, 
cost the Seventh Fleet a fighting ship. 

In die evening of December 2, 1944, three de- 
stroyers left Leyte Gulf and headed through Surigao 
Strait for Ormoc. The destroyers were Allen M. 
Sumner (Commander N. J. Sampson), flagship of 
Commander J. C. Zahm, ComDesDiv 120; Moale 
(Commander W. M. Foster), and Cooper (Command- 
er M. A. Peterson). The ships were ordered to seek 
out and destroy five Japanese vessels which had been 
reported landing troops in the Ormoc area. 

Entering Ormoc Bay early next morning the de- 
stroyers were immediately attacked by enemy aircraft, 
and air attacks continued without let-up until the 
following morning. The Division fired intermittently 
at radar-detected surface targets, at Jap planes, and 
at shore installations. They sank tlie Jap destroyer 
KmvA, downed several small marus, and shot nine 
or ten Jap planes out of tlie air. In return, destroyers 
Sumner and Moale suflered minor damage, Sumner 
being injured by a near miss and strafing, and Moale 
losing two men from a strafing which also wounded 
22. Harassed by aircraft, fired at by naval guns and 
shore batteries, and menaced by submarines, the 
Allen M. Sumner and Moale finally battled their 
way out of the redhot spot. And, commenting on the 
action, Moaue's Commanding Officer wrote: 

Operations of this sort should not be entered 
into unless air coverage is assured. Enemy planes 
continually tracked and attacked our gi'oup for one 
hour prior to the surface engagement until one 
hour after our retirement. The enemy was thor- 
oughly alerted and had only to wait until our ar- 
rival to fire torpedoes at us. This strike was de- 
signed as an offensive; however, there was a strong 
feeling of being on the defensive throughout. 

As proof of his words there was the fact that only 
Sumner and Moale had returned. Behind them they 
had left Cooper forever. 

Loss of U.S.S. Cooper 

Entering Ormoc Bay with Sumner and Moale, 
the Cooper had made surface contact with a target 
at 12,200 yards range just minutes after midnight. 
Commander M. A. Peterson gave the order to open 
fire. For nine minutes the destroyer’s guns pumped 5- 
inch at the target. Then the ship, evidently a large 
destroyer, was seen to be burning— sinking under a 
cloud of flame. This was the Jap DD Kuwa. She had 
been transporting reinforcements for Yamashita s 
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Leyte garrison. Many of those infantrymen never 
made it. About 250 of them floated in to the Ormoc 
beaches for hasty burial. 

Cooper immediately shifted fire to a second target, 
but was unable to learn the results of her gunnery, for 
only a minute or two later she was struck by an 
undersea weapon just as she completed a turn. 

A huge explosion heeled the Cooper on her side. 
Fire and water swept over her superstructure, and 
within 30 seconds of the blast she broke in two. The 
survivors swam in swirling oil and hot foam under 
a fog of smoke. Division Commander Zahm on Sum- 
ner was laced with a bitterly difficult decision— to risk 
air attack and fire from shore batteries in an effort 
to save Cooper’s men, or pull out to assure the safety 
of his two remaining ships. Reviewing the case, an 
experienced destroyer officer wrote: "It was a tough 
decision. But, in deciding not to make the rescue 
attempt, the Division Commander did the right 
thing." 

Most of the Cooper survivors were picked up be- 
tween mid-aftemoon and dusk of that day by U.S. 
Navy "Black Cat” planes. While swimming in the 
Bay, the afflicted destroyermen noted the fire of heavy 
shore batteries. They also saw several submarines 
sneak out through the entrance. The presence of 
subs in Ormoc Bay suggested that Cooper might have 
been the victim of a giant “Long Lance” torpedo. 
Down with the ship went 10 officers and 181 men. 
Some 168 of Cooper's crew were saved. 

Amphibs to Ormoc 

By the opening days of December, Yamashita’s gar- 
rison on Leyte had been increased by some 30,000 
troops, but this transport effort had cost the Japs 
eight destroyers, a cruiser, six smaller warships, and 
at least ten transports. 

Soon after the sweep conducted in Ormoc Bay by 
DesDiv 120, the Navy was called upon to undertake 
an amphibious landing at Ormoc; the ulcer was to 
be cut out of the Jap defense system. On short notice, 
Rear Admiral A. D. Struble was ordered to Ormoc 
Bay with Task Group 78.3. The group consisted of 
eight fast transports and 43' landing craft, carrying 
General A. D.‘ Bruce’s 77th Division. Admiral Struble 
flew his flag in the destroyer Hughes (Commander 
E. B. Rittenhouse). Twelve destroyers screened the 
task group. They were: Barton (flying the broad 
command pennant of Captain W. L. Freseman, Com- 
DesRon 60), Walks, Laffey, O'Brien, Flusser (flag- 
ship of Captain W. M, Cole, ComDesRon 5), Dray- 
ton, Lamson, Edwards, Smith (flagship of Captain 
H. F. Stout, ComDesDiv 10), Reid, Conyngham, and 
Mahan. 



Two destroyers, stationed as pickets in Surigao 
Strait, joined the assailed unit. These DD’s were 
Mugford (Commander M. A. Shellabarger), flagship 
of Captain K. F. Poelilmann, ComDesDiv 12, and 
LaVallette (Commander W. Thompson). The latter 
shot down one plane. Another was shot down by 
Flusser. The assault was broken up by sharp de- 
stroyer gunnery, and the unit continued its eastward 
run. 

That afternoon the Jap aircraft tried again. At 
1715 an enemy suicide plane made a strafing run on 
Mugford and then crashed into the port side of the 
ship. Two men were killed instantly. Eight subse- 
quently died of burns, and 16 others were agoniz- 
ingly biurned. A fierce conflagration ravaged the de- 
stroyer. But the flames were quelled witliin half an 
hour, and the battered ship finally made port under 
her own steam. 

“The Mugford,” -wrote Captain Cole, “was 
handled with skill. . . . Even though damaged and 
burning, she maintained gunfire against enemy planes 
that were threatening the task unit. This command 
has only praise for her vigorous and intrepid ac- 
tions.” 

Drayton also had been grazed by a suicide plane 
which sideswiped her during the morning battle. 
She steamed out of action witli eight dead and 19 
wounded. 

Another destroyer to suffer damage from a suicide 
assault that December was tlie Hughes (Commander 
E. B. Rittenhouse). The ship was patrolling a station 
off Dinagat Island on the Leyte front on the 10th, 
when the Jap planes glided in on bombing runs and 
straddled the ship with five bombs. One of the 
bomb-carrying planes crashed on the destroyer’s port 
side amidships. The blast killed 18 men and wounded 
22. Showered with blazing gasoline and burning 
■wreckage, Hughes was severely damaged. After the 
crash several Jap planes hovered over the ship, eyeing 
the destruction. Apparently satisfied that the de- 
stroyer was done in, they flew away. 

Hughes had been operating without fighter cover. 
After she was struck she radioed for cover, and Ameri- 


can fighters came to her support at 1715, a little late. 
Expert damage control by the destroyermen quickly 
quelled the fires, and that evening destroyer Laffey 
came up to take the disabled ship in tow. That night 
die tug Quapaw arrived, and the tugmen completed 
the tow to San Pedro Bay. 

Hughes’ Commanding Officer noted that long hours 
of drill paid off in short hours of emergency repair 
work and fire-fighting. His report also emphasized 
three other measures that paid off— insistence that the 
crew wear helmets, life jackets, and long-sleeved shirts 
when topside. He reported that a man in a kapok 
jacket blown overside by a blast which flung him 300 
yards from the ship, managed to swim back to die 
destroyer “under his own power.” Anodier man had 
his helmet split down the middle— something better 
than having a similar split in his head. And long 
sleeves saved more than one man from serious flash 
bums. 

Courage was a common denominator suppordng 
the Hughes creiv. 

Excerpt from die destroyer’s Acdon Report: 

Carl D. Baumeister, Water Tender Class, re- 
mained on his station as checkman in zhi afrer Ereroom 
after the plane had crashed through £hr deck, starting 
a large fire and cutting live steam linei. Hi -p.-as badly 
burned by steam and flames causer, hy the b-jrm'ng 
plane. In spite of this he securer htr check salve 
and tried to secure fire main cut-mr rrfrg aft becaut-e 
he tliought it -was probably shtc rvay air rn the ftr- 
is'ard engine-room. Finding thir hrmusd. he ran t'j rht 
forward fireroom while his dnrier nrre St fta.r.et, t.-rc 
informed personnel in the fun-mrt' mrnnr.-n cf the -ttu:- 
age. He told them to secure nvtr-hir.T j.tfr.r j.'t He 
then attempted to return re mu urer Ertr-vt-r v, 
the fire, but was forcibly ueeurhhuu —hilfi the £-.-e ec nr 
clothes was put out I£e rher. rrtr •t’t’rde sen ver ee 
his way down into the nrttr ■v.'.'tr. ht e'.'Hr-^er 

His quick action caver er.ur: er-echift te ..'ter-er- tur 
aided in saving tiae rirh-.Hhii -tee S-e'-ee-'-r iebee -Hh 
enemy planes were rH, — m.-r.-t .ee eut- 

attack was expeeie-L H-' rr r,-;-, - 

in critical condite-r i;- rrrr- ' 

recover. 
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About the performance of his officers and men 
Mahan’s captain had this to say: 

The strain of standing there and battling back 
as one after another of the bombers came roaring 
in was terrific. Even so, not a single man jumped 
overboard to escape what at tunes looked like in- 
evitable death. . . . The fact that four of the nine 
planes were shot down, that no one abandoned 
ship until the word was given, that the entire 
. Engineering Force stayed at their stations through- 
out the actioji, in spite of no informaiioti . . . that 
the damage control parties coritinucd to function 
. . . that gun captains shifted promptly to local con- 
trol when the main-battery director was disabled, 
and that the ship was abandoned in an orderly 
manner, all testify to the high state of discipline 
and courage displayed by the entire crew. 

Loss of U.S.S. Reid 

Ormoc Bay claimed still another Seventh Fleet de- 
stroyer, tlie U.S.S. Reid (Commander S, A. McCor- 
nock). On December 1], the Reid tvas operating with 
Task Unit 78.3.8, a re-supply echelon which was dis- 
patched to the Ormoc beachhead. Tlic task unit, 
under command of Captain J. F. Newman, Jr., Com- 
DesRon 14, contained 13 landing craft and six de- 
stroyers. The destroyers tvere Caldivell (flagship of 
Captain Newman) Reid, Conyngham, Smith (flag- 
ship of Captain H. F. Stout, ComDesDiv 10), Cogh- 
LAN, and Edwards. 

Carrying vital and urgently needed supplies to the 
land forces in the Ormoc area, the ships hauled out 
of Tarraguna and raced through Surigao Strait. About 
1700 in the evening of the 11th a flight of 12 “Jills” 
attacked. Newman’s ships had fighter cover of only 
four Corsairs. Guided by fighter-director ship Smith, 
they shot down two planes. But the leading planes 
broke through the defense and swooped down at 
Reid and Caldwell. The assailed DD's lashed at the 
“Jills” with AA fire. In the ensuing scrimmage four 
planes were shot down by the destroyer barrage, and 
at least four others were damaged. But five of the 
"Jills" crash-dived. 

Four of the diving planes concentrated on the 
Reid. One “Jill” raced in and hooked a wing on tl|e 
destroyer’s starboard whaleboat, then collided at the 
waterline abreast of the No. 2 gun, the smash detonat- 
ing the aircraft’s bomb. A moment later a second 
plane caromed off the No. 3 gun, skidded into a 
40 mm. tub, and exploded. The explosions set off the 
after magazines. Her superstructure aflame, her lower 
compartments gutted by internal blasts, the Reid 
heeled over and went down by the stern. The ship 


sank swiftly; two minutes after she was hit by the 
first plane, she was rumbling down under the sea. 
Loss of life, heavy in this action, was typical of the 
toll exacted by suicide crashes. Some 152 of Reid’s 
crew escaped death. 

The battle was fought off Limasawa Island near the 
western end of Surigao Strait. After shooting its way 
out from under the aerial assault, Newman’s task 
unit steamed on to arrive at the Ormoc beachhead 
about midnight. They were continually harried by 
enemy aircraft, and after daylight another full-scale 
air attack developed. Bombers pelted the destroyers 
in conventional fashion, and then the suiciders dived 
in. A plane crashed into Caldwell’s radio room; 29 
of her crew were killed, and 40 were wounded, four of 
tile wounded dying later. The blasting put her for- 
ward guns out of commission, and started a confla- 
gration, which swept her forecastle. But the fires were 
eventually extinguished, and she managed to get 
home under her own power. 

Reid was the last destroyer lost in the battle for 
Ormoc. She had been at Pearl Harbor when the 
Japanese thunderbolt struck from the blue to start 
the war. Since that day she had participated in 13 
landings, IS shore bombardments, and innumerable 
missions. She had shot down 12 Japanese planes, sunk 
a Japanese submarine, and bagged eight Jap prisoners. 
All told, she had fired nearly 10,000 rounds of 5-inch 
at enemy targets. And it cost the Japs seven planes 
to sink her. 

Reid was one of DesPac’s ace destroyers— a “small 
boy” with a man-sized war record. 

Mugford, Drayton, and Hughes Versus Suiciders 

While the battle for Ormoc Bay was going on, sup- 
porting forces were landed at Baybay, on the Leyte 
west coast, by Task Unit 78.3.10, under command 
of Captain W. M. Cole, ComDesRon 5. The task 
unit included the DD’s of DesDiv 9-Flusser (Com- 
mander T. R. Vogeley), Captain Cole’s flagship; 
Drayton (Commander R. S. Craighill); Lamson 
(Commander J. V. Noel, Jr.); and Shaw (Lieutenant 
Commander V. B. Grafl^. Eleven landing craft were 
in the convoy. 

The equipment was unloaded at Baybay without 
difficulty, and the ships set out on the return run for 
San Pedro Bay at 0300 in the morning of December 
5. Just before daybreak an enemy bomber scored a 
near-miss which killed two men and caused minor 
damage on board Drayton. After daylight, friendly 
fighter cover arrived. But at 1100, eight Jap bombers 
roared down out of the clouds. They were undetected 
by radar, and they gave the task unit a rough going 
over. 





sea. In such a roll to leeward, destroyer Dewey lay 
over in a cant which registered 75° on die ship’s 
inclinometer. The Aylwin, another FARRAcur-class 
destroyer, rolled 70°. With their beam ends buried 
and giant waves sweeping over forecastle and super- 
structure, the destroyers endured excruciating mo- 
ments of jeopardy. Water plunged into ventilators 
and intakes. Electrical installations were swamped 
and short-circuited. With loss of electric power, lights 
gave out, steering gear failed, and the ships, -without 
means of communication, were left to wallow feebly 
in deaf-and-dumb desolation. 

The destroyermen could only batten doivn, lash 
such items of unstable gear as could be captured and 
hogtied, and cling to handholds and bulkheads. On 
the pounded decks, life rafts were swept away, lines 
were snapped, boats Avere ripped out of their davits, 
antennas were twisted into bedsprings, and deck gear 
Avas uprooted. Typical damage Avas suffered by tlie 
destroyer Hickox (Commander J. H. Wesson), Avhose 
skipper reported her steering motors out of com- 
mission, her main SAvitchboard and emergency Diesel 
boards ruined, poAver panels Avrecked, radar antenna 
torn aAvay, a searchlight stripped, and a depth-charge 
rack smashed like a stepped-on tinker toy. Salt Avater 
"poisoned” one of tlie ship’s boilers; the overhead of 
the after deckhouse Avas buckled; the carpenter shop 
and another compartment aft Avere flooded; and the 
motor Avhaleboat Avas whisked overside. 

Destroyers Brush, Franks, Cushing, Maddox, Cola- 
HAN, and Mansfield Avere among die DD’s Avhich 
suffered minor storm damage, Avhile riding out hell 
and high Avater. The little DE’s Avith the Third Fleet 
dug in and hove to as best they could— orphans of the 
tempest But one of the destroyer-escorts did more 
than that— a whole lot more. She Avas the U.S.S. Tab- 
BERER (Lieutenant Commander Henry L. Plage, 
U.S.N.R.). And she ran to the rescue of the three 
Third Fleet ships Avhich Avere lost in the typhoon- 
three destroyers. 

Loss of U.S.S. Hull, U.S.S. Spence, and U.S.S. Mon- 
aghan 

They come under the same heading, for theirs was 
a common grave. 

Hull Lt. Comdr. J. A. Marks. 

Spence Lt. Comdr. J. P. Andrea. 

Monaghan Lt. Comdr. F. B. Garrett, Jr. 

Somewhere in the immediate vicinity of lat. 14-57 
N., long. 127-58 E., they Avere erased by mountainous 
seas— battered under by a foe more relentless than any 
human agency. 


Hull and Monaghan were screening vessels for a 
Third Fleet fuelling unit Avhich Avas servicing Task 
Force 38. Spence Avas a screening vessel attached to 
Halsey’s fleet. When the typhoon struck on that morn- 
ing of tlie 18th, Hull had 70 per cent of her fuel ca- 
pacity aboard; Monaghan’s tanks contained 76 per 
cent. Both ships were Avithout Avater ballast. Spence, 
carrying only 15 per cent of her fuel capacity, and 
caught Avith only a little Avater ballast, was riding like 
an empty tanker. 

The storm came hoAvling doAvn from the north; the 
ocean surged up to meet the sagging sky; the seascape 
blurred out in a gray-Avhite opacity of flying spume. 
And someAvhere in that screaming limbo of Avind and 
Avater the three ships Avent doAvn. Apparently first 
to go, Spence capsized after her rudder jammed full 
right shortly after 1100. Only 23 of her creAV lived to 
tell the story of her final hour. Lost Avith his ship Avas 
Lieutenant Commander Andrea. 

Hull Avent doAvn during tlie noon hour. The wind 
had drh'en her over on her starboard side until her 
inclometer Avent “out of sight.” A sudden gust forced 
her beyond the point of recovery; a hill of Avater 
avalanched across her decks; she rolled over and sank. 
Fifty-five men and seven officers, among them Lieu- 
tenant Commander Marks, managed to escape the 
vessel and survive the raving ocean. 

The exact moment of Monaghan’s demise is un- 
knoAvn, but she Avent doAvn at midday in company 
Avith Hull and Spence. About 300 officers and men 
Avent doAvn Avitlr the ship Avhen it capsized. Lost with 
the destroyer Avas Lieutenant Commander Garrett. 
Only six of the creAV survived. 

About 1400 of that dark day the Aveather began to 
mend. By 1600 the Avind had decreased to 35 knots 
and the barometer had climbed to 29.46. Halsey had 
Avord of the missing ships, and a search for survivors 
Avas begun before darkness set in. After nightfall 
there Avere several reports of lights glimpsed and 
Avhistles heard, but destroyers dispatched on the hunt 
Avere unable to locate the sources of these signals in 
the bloAving dark. 

Throughout that night and the ensuing two days, 
the ships and planes of the Third Fleet conducted 
what Halsey described as "the most exhaustive search 
in Navy history." Four ships Avere believed lost, for 
the destroyer-escort Tabberer had disappeared and 
did not answer radio calls. Here and there a few 
swimmers were picked up, and several rafts were lo- 
cated. Then word came in from the Tabberer. The 
little DE had lost her foremast. Her radio had been 
knocked out and her radar ruined. But she was very 
much afloat, and she was bringing with her 55 de- 
stroyermen, smvivors she had rescued from the ty- 
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c H A P T E n 3 5 

typhoon-manila bay conclusion 



Typhoon! 

While the Mindoro invasion u-as going fonvard, the Third Heet 
stood off the Philippines to send carrier aircraft roaring wesnvard in 
a series of strikes at targets in tlie Manila area, Halsey planned to 
fuel his ships on December 1 / and to launch a three-day strike series 
on the 19th. But the day chosen for fuelling operations proved one 
of the dai kest in Third Fleet hislor)^ Trouble began during the fore- 
noon tvatcli of the I7th. ^Vhen the calendar turned on December 19, 
the T hird Fleet had lost three ships, 790 men, and about 200 
planes. 7 u'eniy-eight ships were damaged, and nine of the damaged 
Kcrc so badly battered they had to be sent into port for major 


overhauls. The enemy svas that "Ole Devil Sea.” 

On the morning of the 17th the slu'ps were about 
500 miles east of Luzon. Begun during the forenoon 
svatcli, fuelling work was made increasingly difTicult 
by a moderate cross-swell and rising svinds which 
varied from 20 to 30 knots. The destroyers were soon 
harassed by the jumping seas. Attempting to take 
on oil from the New Jersey, destroyer Spence w.ns 
hard put to it to avoid collision, and ilie fonvard 
and after hoses snapped. Alongside the 'Wisconsin, 
destroyer Collett had similar difficulty, botli fuelling 
hoses carr)'ing away. Stephen Potter, Lyman K. 
Swenson, Preston, and Thatcher svcrc unable to 
fuel. And the Mansfield had to give up the attempt. 

Upon receiving word that the weatlier would 
worsen, Halsey ordered tlie fuelling operation sus- 
pended, and headed tlie Fleet northwestward to 
evade the storm, which svas advancing from the cast. 
Later that afternoon the storm changed course, and 
so did Halsey in anotlicr effort to evade. That night 
the Third Fleet ran soutliwest. But the storm, strange- 
ly vindictive, refused to take the expected tack, and 
gradually caught up witli the retiring ships. During 
the morning of December 18 the weather relentlessly 
deteriorated. An attempt to fuel, begun at 0700, had 
to be canceled. The glass fell steadily, and by 0830 


tlic storm had grown into a monster typhoon, its 
center only 150 miles from the ocean-blown Third 
Fleet. 

For the remainder of that morning and most of 
die afternoon, the Third Fleet fought a battle against 
an enemy which neither guns nor bombs could quell. 
Throughout this combat in which marksmanship had 
no part, only seamanship and leadership were of 
avail. Buffeted by 70-foot seas, the American battle- 
ships rolled like canoes in a rapids. Light carriers 
Monterey and Cosypens, heaving like hammocks, 
suffered damage when aircraft broke loose, and spurt- 
ing gasoline started fires. Fire broke out on the flight 
deck of escort-carrier Cape Esperance. Escort-carrier 
Kwajalein lost steering control. Escort-carrier Run- 
VARD Bay ivent dead in tlie ivater. By mid-afternoon 
the wind was shrieking at 93-knot velocity. At 1358 
tlie typhoon’s center was only 35 miles distant, and 
tlie sea and sky were berserk. 

Rough on battleships and carriers, the typhoon 
was unmitigated hell for tlie destroyers, some of 
which, low on fuel, had pumped out water ballast 
preparatory to fuelling and were consequently riding 
high in the water. During tlie peak of tlie storm, a 
number of the DD’s were rolled on their beams and 
pinned down with their stacks almost flat against the 
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... I went back to the engineer^ compartment 
and the ship was rolling so heavy that all of us 
decided to go topside into the after gun shelter . . . . 

I managed to work myself to within about ten 
feet of the door on the port side. There were about 
‘fO men in the shelter. One of the fellows was pray- 
ing aloud. Every time the ship would take about a 
70 degree roll to starboard, he would cry out, 
“Please bring her back, dear Lord, don’t let us 
down now.’’ We must have taken about seven or 
eight rolls to the starboard before she went over on 
her side. When the ship went over some of the fel- 
lows tried to get the door open on the port side. It 
was a difficult job because the wind was holding 
and the waves were beating up against it, but they 
did get it opened and we started out. All the fel- 
lows kept their heads and there was no confusion 
or pushing and everyone was trying to help the 
other fellow. A Gunner’s Mate by the name of Joe 
Guio, with absolutely no thought of his own safety, 
was standing outside of the hatch pulling everyone 
out. . . . 

McCrane, himself, was knocked off tlie shelter into 
the churning sea. Swimming through the watery 
smother, he finally reached a raft. Guio also got to 
the raft. The Gunner's Mate was injured and shiver- 
ing— suffering from shock. His clothing had either 
been discarded or torn from his body, and McCrane 
held him in his arms to keep him warm. The 
wounded man lapsed into unconsciousness, while 
McCrane chafed his wrists and hands. Then— 

Guio awoke and asked me if I could see any- 
thing, and when I told him I could see the stars, 
he said that he couldn’t see anything. He then 
thanked Melroy Harrison, Seaman Second, for pull- 
ing him aboard the raft and then he thanked me 
for trying to keep him warm. He laid his head 
back on my shoulder and went to sleep. About a 
half-hour later I had a funny feeling come over me 
and I tried to wake him up only to find that he 
was dead. I told the rest of the fellows and we 
decided to hold him a little longer before we 
buried him. In about 20 minutes we had our first 
burial at sea. We all said the Lord’s Prayer as he 
was lowered over the side. . . . 

. . . We were in shark-infested waters and were 
completely surrounded by them; we were plenty 
scared of them, too. Every time we opened a can 
of Spam, more sharks would appear. 

That evening there were two more burials. And 
by the evening of the 20th most of the men were in 
delirium. “. . . they thought they saw land and 


houses.” One man swam away from the raft and 
disappeared in the dark. He was never seen again. On 
the raft another man died, and the survivors con- 
signed his body to the deep. 

McCrane’s testimony goes on: 

We saw a large onion floating about 25 feet 
from us, and we tried to get to it. We almost had it 
when a shark about eight feet long had the same 
idea, so we decided to let him have it. 

Several ships were sighted, and the little party on 
tlie raft cried itself hoarse and gestured madly in an 
effort to attract the distant vessels. At length the 
raft was spotted by two search planes. 

We were so happy we were almost speechless, so 
we could think of nothing better to do than to 
thank God, so we all said a prayer of thanks. . . . 

Not long after the aircraft contact, McCrane and 
his five companions were picked up by the destroyer 
BaotVN. 

In rescuing the survivors of Hull and Spence, the 
Tabberer men risked their own lives in more ways 
tlian one. It was not easy to maneuver the little DE in 
the teeth of the storm. At one point the ship, strug- 
gling to make 10 knots, was caught in the deep valley 
of a trough, and forced over on her beam in a roll of 
72 degrees. They almost caught an exhausted swim- 
mer who, unable to reach a life ring, was treading 
water while Tabberer stood by. Suddenly an enor- 
mous shark slid down a wave and glided toward the 
man. Sighting the deadly fin, Tabberer’s sailors 
opened fire with rifles. The shark passed within six 
feet of the swimmer, then was driven off by the sharp- 
shooting destroyermen. The DE’s "Exec," Lieutenant 
Robert M. Surdam, U.S.N.R., plunged overside to 
secure a line around the fainting man. The exhausted 
swimmer was hauled aboard and quickly revived. 

Another Tabberer lifesaver, L. A. Purvis, Bos’n’s 
Mate, First Class, almost lost his life while struggling 
in the water with a half-drowned swimmer. Too 
much slack was left in his line, and a bight caught 
on the underwater sound dome when the DE rolled. 
Purvis was dragged under the ship. Realizing what 
had happened, he wrenched off his kapok jacket, 
swam under tlie ship, and came up on the other side. 
Only his presence of mind and his skill as a swimmer 
saved him from a fatal keel-hauling. 

Concerning kapok jackets, Tabberer’s Command- 
ing Officer noted that “Out of the 55 men rescued, 54 
had kapok jackets. It is believed many were drowned 
during the storm because of the inadequate support 
given by the belt-type life jacket.” 

The typhoon of December 18 was one of the worst 
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phoon s wrath. A number of these survivors— men 
from the Hull— said they had never seen such sea- 
manship as that exhibited by Tabberer’s skipper 
when he jockeyed his ship through giant seas to 
snatch drowning men from the water. That skipper. 
Lieutenant Commander Plage, promptly received 
from Halsey the message, “Well done for a sturdy 
performance," Recalling the incident in Admiral 
Halsey’s Story, the leader of the Third Fleet remarked 
that he expected to learn that Plage was a veteran 
mariner who had "cut his teeth on a marlinspike.” 
Halsey was overwhelmed to discover that Plage was a 
Reserve Officer at sea for his second cruise— a sailor 
who had “cut his teeth" in the ROTC at Georgia 
Tech. 

From the survivors rescued by Tabberer, by de- 
stroyer-escort Swearer, destroyer Brown, and other 
lifesavers, the Navy learned the details of the Hull, 
Spence, and Monaghan sinkings. Typical were the 
stories told by Lieutenant (jg) A. S. Krauchunas, 
U.S.N.R., sole surviving officer of Spence, and Water 
Tender Second Class Joseph C. McCrane, U.S.N.R., 
highest ranking of the six Monaghan survivors. 

Lieutenant (jg) Krauchunas recalled the ordeal in 
the following testimony; 

The typhoon began its fury on the (18th) . . . and 
it was impossible to fuel. Orders were given to 
ballast ship at 0900 since the ship had only 12 per 
cent fuel and was rolling heavily. These rolls ex- 
ceeded 50 degrees. At 1100 the power was gone due 
to water seeping into the fireroom through vents. 
The ship was caught in the huge swells. The first 
huge swell rolled the ship 75 degrees, from which 
it recovered, but the next one rolled her over, 
trapping all those below the main deck, passage- 
ways, radio shack, C.I.C., wardroom, and so forth. 
Fifty to 60 men managed to get off into the water 
from their stations topside. They clutched to life 
rafts, floater nets, life jackets or whatever they man- 
aged to get ahold of. The wind blew them out of 
sight of ship within a few minutes. None saw the 
ship sink, and it was last seen floating upside down. 
The gale lasted for another eight hours before it 
subsided, and during this time many were drowned, 
being in a shocked and dazed condition. The gale, 
approximately 115 knots, subsided that evening to 
about 15 to 20 knots. There were four groups of 
men floating in the darkness, some in the water, 
some on a life raft, and some on a floater net. 

Krauchunas stated that the nine men on the floater 
net 

had many unusual experiences. The men began 
to suffer from the hot sun that burned any exposed 


areas of the skin. The floater net had two kegs of 
water, no flare, no medicine kit, and no food kits, 
all of which broke off during the vicious typhoon. 
Water, was given out once every three hours in 
order that it would last longer. A can of vegetable 
shortening was picked up and spread over the 
men’s sunburned areas. Two search planes flew 
overhead but did not see us. One of the men be- 
came unconscious and slipped from the net several 
times before he was missed. Of the three men to 
die, he was the first. His name was Ensign George 
W. Poer. At midnight, December 20, 1944, Lieuten- 
(ig) John Whalen slipped from the net. The 
other man had become unconscious some time 
before, but was held on the net by Charles Wohl- 
leb. Water Tender Third Class, but it became 
necessary to let him go. 

At 0300 on the morning of December 20, an air- 
craft carrier slipped into view on the horizon. 

The men on the net shouted, whistled, and waved. 

The carrier heard us and dropped smoke bombs 
and flares to mark our approximate position, and 
it continued on its way. Within a half an hour, a 
destroyer appeared from the other direction but 
we were not successful in attracting its attention. 
Shortly another ship appeared and it found the 
flares which the carrier had dropped, This ship was 
the U.S.S. Swearer, which eventually picked us up. 

Another group of men, unknown to us at this 
time, were drifting some distance away. One man 
distinguished himself by saving men on five differ- 
ent occasions, but lost his own life when he at- 
• tempted to save the last man. He was Henry Oliver 
Tagg, First Class Machinist’s Mate, and he has 
been recommended for citation. 

Three other men were picked up after having 
drifted for two days and nights. They were tied 
together with five life jackets, lines, and floater 
ring. Two of them had been unconscious for some 
time but were held by David Moore, Steward First 
Class, who is credited with saving their lives. U.S.S. 
Tabberer was the rescue ship. 

William Keith, Seaman First, was picked up by 
the U.S.S. Gatling after he had been floating by 
himself for two days and nights. He was delirious, 
and his . . . experience . . . was interesting. He 
claimed that drowning was not his way of dying 
. . . and that a Japanese torpedo was floating by, 
and he chased it for some time. He wanted to set it 
off and blow up with it 

Water Tender McCrane of the Monaghan tells 
this stark story: 
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encountered in the Pacific. During the Okinawa cam- 
paign in the spring of 1945, a raging typhoon would 
again strike the Third Fleet a devastating uppercut. 
Destroyer McKee and destroyer-escort Conklin 
would be whipped by the backlash of this storm off 
Formosa, In this same tempest, other ships would re- 
ceive severe damage; the vessels in mention were only 
moderately injured. Later in 1945 a typhoon would 
delay the Japanese surrender. But no Pacific tantrum 
struck the Navy a harder blow than the one which 
downed Hull, Spence, and Monaghan. Only two 
other destroyers were storm-sunk during the war; 
Truxtun, driven aground by a North Atlantic, bliz- 
zard-blinded gale, and Warrington, swamped by a 
Caribbean hurricane. 

There were contributing factors to the December 
18 tragedy. The typhoon was not accurately pre- 
dicted, the immediate signs of it in the operating area 
were not heeded early enough, and it traveled a 
capricious path. One of the stricken ships was low on 
fuel and the others lacked water ballast. In reviewing 
the disaster. Admiral Nimitz noted that the three 
ships lost had been maneuvering to the last in an 
attempt to maintain station. It might have been 
better had they disregarded station-keeping in an 
effort to ride out the storm. *‘The time for taking all 
measures for a ship’s safety is while able to do so,” 
wrote Admiral Nimitz. “Nothing is more dangerous 
than for a seaman to be grudging in taking precau- 
tions lest they turn out to be unnecessary. Safety at 
sea for a thousand years has depended on exactly the 
opposite philosophy.” 

As Admiral Nimitz observed, the storm “took 
charge.” And when a typhoon takes charge, the forces 
of man are all too puny against the forces of Nature. 
In conclusion. Admiral Nimitz stated that the Decem- 
ber 18 typhoon caused “the greatest loss that we have 
taken in the Pacific without compensatory return 
since the First Battle of Savo.” 

The Road to Manila 

During the last days of December, 1944, and the 
first two months of 1945, the Allied forces in the 
Philippines forged their way toward and into Manila 
Bay. And by an odd complexity of events, the drive 
for Manila involved almost every feature of destroyer 
warfare. On the road to Manila the destroyers served 
as scouts, as escorts, as screening ships, as rescue 
vessels, and as pickets. They conducted shore bom- 
bardments and anti-shipping sweeps. They provided 
fire support for amphibious landings. They fought 
large submarines and midget subs, underwater snares 
and mines, conventional air attacks and suicide as- 
saults. An example of just one phase of this work was 


the RO-boat sunk by Fleming as far away even as the 
Central Pacific, 

Fleming Kills RO-47 - 

This was the first submarine kill of the war year 
1945 for the DesPac Force. During the second week 
in January, the Fleming (Lieutenant Commander K, 
F, Burgess, Jr., U.S.N.R.) was one of the two escorts 
for a pair of merchant tankers bound for Eniwetok 
from Ulithi, Late in the evening of the 18th she made 
radar contact with a surface target 14,000 yards dis- 
tant, and challenged it. 

The challenge went unanswered, and the "pip” 
vanished from the DE’s radar scope at 1,900 yards. 
Sonar promptly picked up the vessel’s undersea trail; 
Burgess maneuvered Fleming into assault position; 
the DE delivered a depth-charge attack. She followed 
through with four hedgehog attacks, spattering the 
sea with neat patterns. Attack No. 4 did the trick. 
Sharp explosions were echoed by a grumbling basso 
blast that shook the DE and damaged her sound gear. 
A pungent odor of Diesel oil drifted across the dark 
water, and various bits of wreckage were sighted in 
the vicinity— the last vestiges of one more Japanese 
submersible. 

Post-war inquest disclosed that the submarine 
downed by Fleming was the RO-47. 

Conklin, Corbesier, and Raby Kill 1-48 

Late in the evening of January 21, 1945, a plane 
sighted a Japanese sub on the surface 18 miles due 
west of Ulithi. The alarm brought sprinting from 
Ulithi a hunter-killer team composed of destroyer- 
escorts Conklin (Lieutenant Commander E. L. Mc- 
Gibbon, U.S.N.R.), Corbesier (Lieutenant H. V. 
Jones, Jr., U.S.N.R.), and Raby (Lieutenant J. L. 
Slade, U.S.N.R.). Conklin, two months before this 
hunt, had teamed up with McCoy Reynolds to sink 
the 1-177 off Leyte. Raby had been a member of the 
All-American England team which had staged the 
greatest sub-slaughter of the war. 

The three ships conducted an expanding search 
that lasted all day and night of tlie 22nd. At 0310 in 
the morning of the 23rd, Conklin and Corbesier 
made radar contact with the sub. Shortly thereafter 
the submarine submerged, and Corbesier promptly 
tagged her with sonar contact. Conklin and Raby 
stood off to let Corbesier attack. The latter made six 
hedgehog tries without result. When the contact then 
faded out, the ships swung into an expanding box 
search. Again Corbesier's sonar tagged the elusive sub 
(time: 0902), and the DE tried a seventh-inning hedge- 
hog attack. When the projectiles sank in silence, 
Conklin stepped in with a hedgehog salvo. This time 
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Typhoon! The Japs ■weren’t the only foe in the Pacific. These 
destroyers survived, but the Fleet suffered severe casualties more 
than once when struck by monstrous storms. On December 17, 


1941, off the Philippines, twenty-eight ships were damaged and 
three destroyers, Spence, Monaghan, and Hull, foundered. There 
was a total of fewer than 100 survivors from the three ships. 



until her second run, which was executed at 2327. 
The hedgehogs soared, splashed, and about one sec- 
ond after they struck the water five or six of them 
detonated simultaneously. Blending into a single 
blast, the explosions flashed like lightning playing 
under the surface. This watery fireworks display 
illuminated the deatlvthroes of the RO-boat. 

Excerpt from Thomason’s War Diary: 

"After range was closed to about 300 yards, a white 
luminous outline was seen which did not disappear 
as did the white foam from breaking seas. At firing 
range this luminous water had taken a long, oval 
shape and was definitely the outline of a submarine 
which could not have been more than 25 to 50 feet 
deep, perhaps at periscope depth," 

After the aqueous pyrotechnics, the. spectral sub 
disappeared. A carpet of oil spread across the water. 
The two DE’s searched the area for the next nine 
hours, to no avail. RO-55 Avas beyond mortal contact. 

Finnegan Kills 1-370 

Late in February, destroyer-escort Finnegan (Lieu- 
tenant Commander H. Huffman, U.S.N.R.) was one 
of four ships escorting a convoy of nine transports 
from Iwo Jima to Saipan. Just before daybreak of 
the 26th, when the convoy was about midway be- 
tween the Volcano Islands and the Marianas, Finne- 
gan’s radar registered a contact with a surfaced sub- 
marine. 

Eight minutes later, with the range closed to 6,700 
yards, the "pip" vanished from the radar scope. After 
passing over the spot where the target had disap- 
peared, Finnegan commenced "Operation Observ- 
ant.’’ Presently she had sonar contact, and at 0659 she 
let fly with hedgehog. The projectiles missed. Four 
more hedgehog patterns were fired in vain. At 0800 
Commander Huffman realized the sub must have 
gone deep. So he tried for her with a pattern of 13 
depth charges. 

The charges boomed down, but nothing came up. 
Then the DE’s fathometer indicated that the sub 
was swimming at varying levels between 20 and 30 
fathoms. At 0925 Finnegan fired another hedgehog 
barrage. Silence. At 1000 she maneuvered in and 
dropped a full pattern of depth charges set to blow at 
"medium.” About five minutes after the first "ashcan” 
rolled from the rack, a thunder-blast roared under 
the sea. It was echoed by muffled rumbling and re- 
gurgitative bubbling sounds. The explosion was way 
down under, and the ocean’s surface remained un- 
ruffled. Finnegan had really reached for that one. 

Oil and debris kept coming up for the rest of the 
day. The oil smeared an area four miles long and 
two miles wide. Thirty-one pieces of shattered timber 


were picked up by the destroyermen. Some of it was 
marked with Japanese ideographs. I-S70 was the 
sub’s number. 

Unlocking Luzon (The Drive to Lingayen Gulf) 

Japanese Vice Admiral Shigeru Fukudome, Com- 
mander Imperial Second Air Fleet, headquarters 
Manila, was surprised when the American invasion 
force by-passed Manila Bay and landed at the Linga- 
yen Gulf back door instead. 

For the Lingayen operation Admiral Rinkaid had 
mustered an attack force of some 850 vessels. Am- 
pliibious groups under Vice Admirals Wilkinson and 
Barbey would land some 200,000 Sixth Army troops 
on the beachhead. Fire-support ships under Vice 
Admiral Oldendorf; surface cover by vessels under 
Rear Admiral Berkey; air cover by escort-carrier units 
under Rear Admiral Durgin; Rear Admiral Conolly’s 
reinforcement ships— to Lingayen went an armada 
tfiat could have mowed down the Japs even in their 
heyday. 

The Lingayen landings were scheduled for Janu- 
ary 9. Kinkaid’s forces expected little trouble from 
the Imperial Navy, but they frowned apprehensively 
at the sky. With increasing frequency one word was 
uttered with grim emphasis by ship captains and 
muttered uneasily by gun crews. The word was 
"suicide." 

Destroyermen heard and spoke it often after the 
Battle for Leyte. Destroyers and DE’s were particu- 
larly vulnerable to this Japanese suicide plane attack, 
and all hands were acutely aware of that vulnera- 
bility. 

Late in December destroyer Gansevoort got it. 
Captained by Commander J. M. Steinbeck, the ship 
was working as a unit of a Resupply Echelon which 
was off the Mindoro beachhead. With her were eight 
other DD’s. On the afternoon of December 30 the 
ships were patrolling the transport area when a 
number of Jap suiciders dived from the sky. Several 
vessels were hit; then Gansevoort was struck by a 
hell-bent plane. The crash killed 16 of her crew, 
injured 15, and left the ship listing, exploding, and 
afire. Only fast and efficient damage-control by her 
men, and fire-fighting aid from destroyers Phiup 
(Commander J. B. Rutter, Jr.) and Wilson (Com- 
mander C. J. Mackenzie), kept the stricken destroyer 
afloat. But she was out of the war for months to 
come. The suiciders had struck another scoring blow. 

Seven days later they scored again. This time they 
knocked out the destroyer-escort Stafford. Steaming 
with an escort-carrier group that was a part of the 
Luzon Attack Force, Stafford (Lieutenant Com- 
mander V. H. Craig, Jr., U.S.N.R.) was one of five 






enough destroyers." This photograph of destroyers screening 
heavy units of the task force was taken from the Colorado, whose 
crashing guns vibrated the camera in a manner which gives 


an illusion of the actual intensity of the scene. Destroyers 
suffered the heaviest casualties from the kamikazes; the 
armored ships could generally shrug them off with less damage. 





Battle for Lingayen Gulf: The full fury of the kamikaze attack 
is here shown as a Japanese suicider crashes into the battleship 
California, at left, in one of the earliest attacks involving in- 


tentional, mass suicide tactics. Here is graphic proof of Admiral 
Ainsworth's remark, "When at grips with the enemy on the sea, 
under the sea, or in the air, no Task Force Commander ever had 



DE’s screening the carrier Tulagi. In tlie afternoon 
of January 5, 1945, the group was struck by Jap air- 
craft off Mindoro. This was the third strike of what 
had proved a warm day, and the Jap planes broke 
through the tired Combat Air Patrol (CAP) defenses. 
Five suiciders were shot down by AA gunnery, but 
six made good their hari-kiri dives. Carrier Manila 
Bay, cruisers Louisville and H.M.A.S. Australia, 
destroyers Helm and H.M.A.S. Arunta, and de- 
stroyer-escort Stafford were struck in this meteor- 
rain of crashing planes. The bigger ships managed to 
shrug off the blastings, but Stafford was badly hurt. 
Fortunately crew casualties were light— two killed; 
12 wounded— and the little DE, although crippled, 
limped gamely along in the wake of the Lingayen- 
bound group. 

, Approaching the objective, the Attack Force en- 
countered only a shadowy surface opposition. There 
were, however, a number of submarine alarms. And 
on January 5, destroyer Taylor (Commander N. J. 
F. Frank), patrolling in advance of the San Fabian 
Attack Force, put the finish to the minor career of a 
midget. This undersized sub discharged two torpedoes 
at the light cruiser Boise. The torpedoes missed. Tay- 
lor saw the wakes, and maneuvered to avoid. Later 
the destroyer's lookouts spied a periscope, lobbed 
depth charges at close range, tlien rammed the dam- 
aged midget hard amidships. The midget submarine 
went down with a drowning gurgle. 

Racing boats loaded with high explosives also 
threatened the American invasion forces. Jabbing out 
of Luzon’s jungly backwaters, these ugly little craft 
struck at the armada's vanguard. But Jap aircraft 
bent on suicide were the chief threat, and the menace 
mounted with every mile as the invaders approached 
Lingayen Gulf. 

In the forefront of this battle against death from 
the sky were the destroyers of Squadrons 60 and 56— 
screen for the Bombardment and Fire Support Group 
which covered the preliminary mine-sweepings and 
the landing operation. The destroyer roster included 
the DD’s listed on this page. 

As they steamed northward toward Lingayen Gulf, 
the destroyers experienced one air attack after an- 
other. On one day, January 6, the assaults were 
almost continuous, and the Jap suiciders scored a 
total of 16 scorching hits or near-misses. 

Patrolling isolated stations off the beachhead that 
day, the destroyers were target set-ups for the hell- 
divers. Walke (Commander G. F. Davis) was at- 
tacked simultaneously by four Jap planes. Her des- 
perate gun crews shot down two suiciders, and, after 
she was crashed by a third, they got the fourth with 
an AA burst. The smashing plane blasted the ship’s 


DESRON 60 

Barton 
Flagship of 

Squadron Commander, Capt. W. L. Freseman 
Walke Laffey O'Brien 

Allen M. Sumner 
Flagship of 

Comdr. J. C. Zahm, comdesdiv 120 
Moale Ingraham Lowry 

DESRON 56 
Newcomb ’ 

Flagship of 

Squadron Commander Capt, R. N. Smoot 
Bennion R. P. Leary 

H. L. Edwards Leutze 

Izard 

Flagship of 

Capt, T, F, Conley, Jr., comdesdiv 112 
Kimberly Bryant W. D. Porter 

Australian destroyers Arunta and Warramunga 
also sewed with the Bombardment and Fire Support 
Group. 


superstructure, killed 12 of the crew, and wounded 
35. Among the wounded was Commander Davis. Al- 
though in agony, he refused to leave his post or 
submit to medical treatment until the attacks were 
over and his ship was out of danger. He died that 
afternoon. 

After disabling Walke, tlie suiciders fell upon the 
ship which relieved her— destroyer O’Brien (Com- 
mander W. W. Outerbridge). 

The plane struck like a lightning bolt. O’Brien 
reeled from the blow and crawled out of action with 
a section of her superstructure knocked all acockbill. 
Luckily her crew escaped with few casualties. Mean- 
while, destroyer Sumner was crashed by a plane that 
blasted her deck and left her disabled. With 14 dead 
and 29 wounded, the ship endured the day’s heaviest 
casualties. 

On that same day Richard P. Leary was damaged 
by a suicider which grazed her forward 5-inchers: 
Newcomb was blistered by a near miss, the blast of 
which killed two men and wounded 15; and Lowry, 
jolted by a near miss, was damaged by friendly fire. 
All these destroyers had been engaged in covering 
minesweepers inshore. Their AA fire broke up ihe 
Jap attack and undoubtedly saved the mine.-veH(i(il« 
from abolishment. Destroyers Ingraham ami IIaK'J'ON 
threw some hard blows at the Jap planes, as did 
Bennion while escorting minesweepers on tlie 7tlL 
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Russell searched the area, but could find nothing 
but wind and wave. The war’s last surface engage- 
ment was over. After VJ-Day, investigators learned 
that the Imperial Navy’s final sea battle had been 
fought— and lost— by the destroyer Hinoki. (The 

I. J.N. would make one last attempt in April, but 
the attempt would be nipped in the bud by Navy 
air.) 

By February 4 American troops were slugging their 
way into the outskirts of the Philippine’s capital. 
While the Battle for Manila was shaking the island, 
American amphibs and paratroops were battling to 
regain Corregidor. The struggle entailed a push into 
Mariveles harbor at the lower end of Bataan. While 
supporting minesweepers which were clearing the 
way into Mariveles, two Seventh Fleet destroyers were 
severely injured by mine explosion. Disabled were 
destroyers LaVallette (Commander Wells Thomp- 
son) and Radford (Lieutenant Commander J. E. 
Mansfield). 

The blasting occurred in the afternoon of February 
14. LaVallette was following the sweepers into the 
harbor, covering their advance and shooting at mines 
which were cut adrift, when a heavy explosion rocked 
the ship. The blast wrecked. her No. 1 fireroom, let in 
a flood, and sent the destroyer reeling with six dead 
and 23 wounded. Destroyer Radford had been stand- 
ing by outside the harbor. She moved in to take 
LaVallette in tow. As she was nearing the disabled 
ship, Radford herself was stunned by a mine-blast. 
Three of her crew were slain and four %vere 
wounded. Both ships managed to clear the harbor 
under their own steam and limp to Subic Bay for 
repairs. 

While supporting minesweepers which were clear- 
ing a channel north of Corregidor, destroyers 
Fletcher (Commander J. L. Foster), flagship of Com- 
mander L. H. Martin, ComDesDiv 42, and Hopewell 
(Commander W. S. Rodimon), flagship of Captain 

J. K. B. Cinder, ComDesRon 21, were savagely 
mauled by enemy gunfire from the Rock. This blast- 
ing also occurred on Valentine’s Day. Three shore 
batteries had the range. A roar of 6-inch salvos 
wrecked a minesweeper. Hopewell was hit by four 
shells. Seven men were slain by the explosions, and 
eight were injured. Struck by a single shell, Fletcher 
lost six men, and five of her crew were wounded. The 
offending batteries were quickly silenced by a barrage 
of naval gunfire and a pounding from the air. 

But the Rock proved a tough nut to crack. Its 
tunneled guns and interior corridors were almost as 
bomb-proof for the Japs as they had been for the 
original American, defenders. Accordingly, naval 
artillery was brought in to add weight to the assault- 


ing hammer. On February 16 Task Unit 78.3.5 was 
organized and assigned the express mission of pound- 
ing the Rock. Under command of Captain R. W. 
Cavenagh, ComDesDiv 46, this unit contained the 
following destroyers: 

Converse (Lieutenant Commander E. H. Mc- 
Dowell), flagship; Thatcher (Commander W. A. 
Cockell); Dyson (Commander L. E. Ruff); Claxton 
(Commander M. W. Firth); Saufley (Lieutenant 
Commander F. W. Silk); and Conyngham (Lieuten- 
ant Commander F. W. Bampton). 

Most of the above-named DD’s were veterans of the 
original DesRon 23, the "Little Beavers” of the 
famous Arleigh (“31-Knot”) Burke. And from Febru- 
ary 16 to February 28 they smote the Jap artillerymen 
on Corregidor hip and diigh. Army forces were also 
in there smiting. But the Japs on Corregidor died 
hard. And they took tlieir time about it— as Captain 
Cavenagh observed in his Action Report. 

This action is considered unique in that the 
destroyers were stopped for days at a time less than 
a thousand yards from the enemy ground forces, 
firing at pill boxes and caves, with spotting assist- 
ance from the beach. We could see plainly and 
report enemy troops. From the historical point of 
view at least the retaking of Corregidor was an 
event. It will be seldom that the Navy fire support 
will be so closely tied in with the activity of the 
Army. 

Anotlier unique aspect of this fire-support effort 
was the fact that only one of Cavenagh’s destroyers 
was scathed by return fire. Saufley was lacerated by 
iron fragments when some 75 mm. shells landed close 
aboard. 

Night and day the Corregidor pounding went on. 
By February 28 many of the survivors were in a state 
of catalepsy. The way into Manila Bay was cleared. 

While Corregidor was in the nut-cracker, Manila 
was crumbling, and the Japanese sun was setting on 
the Philippine Archipelago. It was almost under the 
horizon when the Japanese Submarine Force made 
one last stab at the Seventh Fleet invaders. The 
ambush was staged off Siquijor Island. At 1059 in the 
morning of February 21— sea calm, visibility good— 
lookouts on board destroyer Renshaw (Commander 
G. H. Cairnes) glimpsed a periscope off the ship’s 
port beam. Renshaw, one of the escorts of a convoy 
bound for Subic Bay, went to General Quarters on 
the double, and her skipper ordered full left rudder, 
intending to close the target. Just as the order was 
given, a torpedo wake was sighted less than 500 yards 
abaft the port beam. Before the destroyer could 
dodge, the “fish” struck her amidships. 



On die day of the landings four DE’s of Escort 
Division 69, under Commander T. C. Phifer, were 
stationed in the protective screen of the Attack Force. 
These destroyer-escorts were Richard W. Suesens 
(Lieutenant Commander R. W. Graham, U.S.N.R.), 
flagship of Commander Phifer; Oberrender (Lieu- 
tenant Commander S. Spencer, U.S.N.R.); LeRay 
Wilson (Lieutenant Commander M. V. Carson, Jr., 
U.S.N.R.); and Gilligan (Lieutenant Commander 
C. E. Bull, U.S.N.R.). Three of these ships were not 
on duty long. 

On January 10 LeRay Wilson was struck by a 
suicider. The blast killed six men, injured seven, and 
wrecked half the vessel’s superstructure. Although 
charred by a gasoline fire, the DE remained on patrol 
until evening, when she joined a task unit bound for 
Leyte, On the 12th Gilligan was struck by a “Betty” 
which her sharpshooting AA gunners had turned into 
a blowtorch. The flaming plane struck a 40 mm. 
mount aft, killed 12 men and injured 13. About 30 
minutes later, Richard W. Suesens was damaged by 
a suicider as she was scardiing the water for men 
blown overside from Gilligan, Riddled by Suesens’ 
automatic guns, the plane skimmed over tlie DE and 
plunged into the sea close aboard. 

For a suicide variation, Jap speedboats made a try 
in Lingayen Gulf in tlic dark before dawn of Janu- 
ary 10. The hard-to-see, hard-to-hit demolition boats 
blasted two landing craft, severely damaged a trans- 
port and an LST, and bruised destroyer Robinson 
(Commander E. B. Grantham, Jr.). Desuoyer Philip 
(Commander J. B, Rutter, Jr.) drove off several of 
these suicide boats with gunfire, and blew one of 
them to smithereens. Such hari-kiri craft were highly 
dangerous but the %vaiers of Lingayen Gulf were soon 
cleansed of the pests. 

And after the landings tlie suicide air assaults 
abated. On the 21st of January an echo crackled 
across the seas to the north of Luzon when suicide 
aircraft struck at Task Force 38 off Formosa, During 
the attack, the large carrier Ticonderoca was badly 
hurt by two Jap suiciders. And destroyer Maddox 
(Commander J. S. Willis) was briefly put out of action 
by a crashing “Zeke.” The plane exploded on Mad- 
dox's main deck, killing seven of her crew and wound- 
ing 33. The ship stood up well under the blast, and 
the conflagration topside was soon under control. 

Commenting on the air smashes in Lingayen Gulf, 
Captain R. N. Smoot, ComDesRon 66, wrote: 

As colorfully expressed by some of the command- 
ing officers of this unit, defense against suicide 
attacks comes under three headings; i.e.. Provi- 
dence, Speed, and Gunnery. Of the first, no further 


comments are appropriate. As to speed and gun- 
nery, it is generally conceded by those experienced 
in the mailer that the ship should be maneuvered 
at high speed and in such a manner as to always 
put the broadside to the attacking plane. This 
serves three purposes: It provides the greatest con- 
centration of gunfire; it presents the narrowest tar- 
get in range; and it effects the greatest deflection 
movement from the point of view of the attacking 
pilot. 

Manila Bay Conclusion (DD’s Fight War’s Last Sur- 
face Engagement) 

With appropriate, if accidental, symbolism the 
last major surface engagement of the Pacific War was 
fought off the entrance of Manila Bay, 

The date was January 7, 1945. The American DD’s 
involved were members of Task Unit 781. 1 1, part 
of the San Fabian Attack Force which at that time 
was en route to Lingayen Gulf. The destroyers were 
Charles Ausburne (Lieutenant Commander H. W. 
Baker), flying the pennant of Captain T, B. Dugan, 
ComDesRon 23; Shaw (Lieutenant Commander V. B. 
Graff); Braine (Commander W. W. Fitts); and 
Russell (Lieutenant Commander J. E. Wicks, Jr.). 
That January evening the four ivere steaming in 
column about five miles on the right flank of a trans- 
port group. All was quiet on a black seascape under 
a star-powdered sky. Then, at 2214, the destroyers 
were roused by radar contact with a ship or ships 
maneuvering at a range of 15,000 yards. The suspi- 
cious targets could only be Jap. Captain Dugan 
ordered his DD’s to change course, put on speed, and 
investigate. 

As the mission of the Unit xoas essentially de- 
fensive, and as the number and nature of the tar- 
gets was uncertain, it was decided to illuminate at 
long range rather than attempt a surprise'' torpedo 
attack. 

"IVith die range closed to 10,000 yards, Ausburne 
fired starshells. The pyrotechnic light disclosed a 
single ship, the silhouette of a Japanese destroyer. 
With one, voice the American destroyer batteries 
roared, and the bellow sent the enemy fleeing east- 
ward. Ausburne hit and slowed the ship before she 
could get her fantail back into Manila^ Bay. Pale 
flashes indicated torpedo-fire from the fugitive vesse , 
and the Americans changed course to avoid a possible 
spread. Thirty minutes after Ausburne’s first salvo of 
starshells, a roulade of explosions echoed across the 
water. The Americans, only 2,000 yards away, saw the 
ship thrust her bow toward the stars and slide under 
the sea. Detailed to look for survivors, destroyer 
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CHAPTER 36 


PRELUDE TO OKINAWA 

THE BACKGROUND-INCLUDING IWO JIMA 



The Comwg of the Kamikazes 

In the Mediterranean, American destroyermen encountered human 
torpedoes. In the Pacific they encountered the midget sub which, 
crammed with high explosive, could be expended as a torpedo. Now, 
in tlie closing months of the Pacific War, they encountered the deadly 
Kamikaze suicide-plane, and the wicked Oka, a jet-propelled, human 
bomb. These diabolical weapons, in which a man was deliberately 
sacrificed as a part of the infernal machine, measured the barbarism 
and desperation of the Japanese war leaders who sponsored such 
devices. The Kamikaze-Oka onslaught gave the United States Navy 
what many consider its worst hour of World War II. 


■When Admiral Toyoda ordered Kurita’s Second 
Fleet to turn about and head back into the Leyte 
battle, his order read, 

ADVANCE, COUNTING ON DIVINE ASSISTANCE 

Evidently the divinity in reference had to do with 
the Imperial Navy's Special Attack Corps— its newly 
devised Kikusui program featuring the suicide attack 
and the Kamikaze plane. Kamikaze means “Divine 
Wind.” 

But if Kurita counted upon this “Divine Wind” 
assistance at Leyte, he was self-deluded. The promised 
wind failed to blow v/ith drastic force. The Spedal 
Attack Corps v/as not quite ready. Recruited from 
Ozawa’s Carrier Fleet and from such outfits as 
Admiral Onishi's Manila-based Air Fleet, the human 
element v/as not as yet fully prepared for the sacrifice. 
Scores of Japanese naval pilots volunteered for 
Kamikaze duty, but even a suicide pdot needs special 
indoctrination and training. Moreover, the sacrificial 
planes v/ere not mustered in sufficient number to lend 
Kurita derisive aid. And thanks to the American 
submarine assault on Japan’s tanker fleet, they had to 
wait for gas. So at Leyte the “Divine Wind” was no 
more than a preliminary puff. 


Nevertheless die Leyte Kamikaze attacks were an 
ominous beginning. By year’s end destroyers Mahan 
and Reid and destroyer-transport Ward had been 
blasted to the bottom of Ormoc Bay by Kamikazes; 
escort-carrier Ommaney Bay and three minesv/eepcrs 
had been downed by the same agency off Mindoro; 
and numerous vesseb, including battleships Nev/ 
Mexico, Caufornia, and Mississippi, were reporting 
topside damage from crashing Jap planes. .So it v/a? 
evident that a concentrated suicide onslaught had 
been launched. 


. Actually, as the calendar entered VJ-'iEj the Kami- 
kaze campaign was only getting under way. Through- 
out January the menace crmtinviii t/j mount As has 
been related, carrier Tioo.'',V/>r/;/. and devtrsr-'er 
Maddox, while cruising f/.i roemosa with Task Frree 
38 , were both severely dar.oa-ged f.y s/if.vie arr nrtazis 
The results from Toyoda 't oov.ot of v/e>- “us: hr-ci 
seemed most gratify;,',.:/-^ To me three 
the campaign sonoe '/K, Ke-r.’MzAi hari 
Allied ships, a.od hr had toovor.ei the 
near mivset. 


Respeot; 
viduzl, me 
the Undoed 
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Seventeen men perished in the blast which wrecked 
both engine-rooms and the after fireroom. With all 
power lost, Renshaw sloughed to a halt. For a mo- 
ment the sub’s conning tower appeared on the sur- 
face, and the destroyermen lashed out with 40 mm. 
fire. Some who glimpsed tine enemy identified the sub 
as an RO-boat, but it may have been a midget. De- 
stroyers Waller and Shaw searched the area for ten 
hours without detecting the submersible. Hard hit, 
Renshaw remained stubbornly afloat. Torpedoes, 
depth charges, topside ammunition, provisions, and 
other heavy items were jettisoned during the fight 
for buoyancy. It was touch and go, but the ship was 
held on the surface, and destroyer Smith towed her 
to Leyte. 


Philippine Sundown 

March, 1945— the Philippines were liberated. Coin- 
cident with the liberation was the finish of the Japa-. 
nese Empire, Here and there in the Netherlands East 
Indies the Emperor’s troops clung to patches of 
ground, but these troops were marooned. The Co- 
Prosperity Sphere was bankrupt. The Japanese Mer- 
chant Marine was wrecked. Most of the Imperial 
Navy was rusting on the floor of the Pacific, What 
was left of it lay at anchor for want of fuel. 

Yet the hardest battle of the whole Pacific War 
was still in store for the United States Navy. Ahead 
of the Navy’s destroyermen was perhaps their most 
gruelling ordeal. 

Over the dark northern horizon lay Okinawa. 
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the United States; and as a bastion in Japan’s inner 
defense perimeter, the island had been made a honey- 
comb of fortifications. Guns reared their snouts from 
the timber in the north and lay concealed in the 
ravines and crags of the south. Two large airfields— 
Yontan and Kadena— were located in the hinterland 
a few miles north of Naha. The island was pocked 
with caves and tunnels, pillboxes and blockhouses, 
and the coastal waters were seeded with mines. 

Allied Intelligence considerably underestimated the 
island’s strengtlu The Imperial Navy was correctly 
estimated as standing on its last legs, and Japanese 
carrier strength was correctly marked as negligible. 
But Intelligence was wide of the mark in the analysis 
of Okinawa’s ground defenses. General Mitsuri Ushi- 
jima had on Okinawa over 120,000 men, with artillery 
in proportion. And Intelligence had no intimation of 
the Kikisui program. 


It was realized, however, tliat the campaign would 
not be a mere picnic. The Imperial Fleet was still 
counted on for some interference, and the home-based 
Japanese Air Force was considered a major problem. 
And it was recognized tliat before the Okinawa in- 
vasion could be attempted, tire Japanese air defenses 
would have to be whittled down. 

Accordingly, a series of bomber raids on Japan’s 
home airdromes and aircraft factories was projected. 
Before tliese raids could be fully launched, it was 
necessary to obtain a base close to Japan— airstrips 
for tire fighter planes needed to protect the big 
Superfort bombers. The island of Iwo Jima, in tire 
Volcano-Bonin Chain, 750 miles south of Honshu, 
was the answer. So the capture of Iwo Jima was 
planned as the first step in "Operation Iceberg,” Late 
in January, 1945, Fleet Admiral Nimitz transferred 
his headquarters from Pearl Harbor to Guam to 
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sors mass suicide or urges its loyal defenders to bloxv 
themselves deliberately to bits. But Japan’s Kamikaze 
pilots were not only urged to commit suicide, they 
^vere given ever)’ opportunity to do so. TJic plane 
provided for the performance u'as crammed chock-a- 
block with high explosives. Conventional bombs were 
to be dro[)ped or torpedoes launched if occasion pre- 
sented, but above all the aircraft was to be rammed 
into the target-if possible, by a power dive. Team- 
work by companion Kamikazes was recommended for 
a thorough blasting. 

The Kamikaze, then, was in eifcct a huge projectile 
in which the pilot served as fire-control device and 
c-xplodcr mechanism. The Oka (Amerioms called it 
/irt/m— Japanese for "idiot") tvas even more on the 
order of a projectile. I’otvcrcd by jet propulsion, it 
was a winged rocket with a warhead tliat contained 
1,135 pounds of high explosive. Like the German 
glider-bomb, the Oka was carried to the scene of ac- 
tion by a mother plane, usually a medium bomber. 
But the Nazi glider-bomb was a radio-controlled 
mechanical robot, whereas the Jap Oka was controlled 
by a human robot who rode the rocket down to the 
target. There was no turning back once the flying 
bomb was launched from the release gear of the plane 
which oarried it. The rocket ride was suicide. 

So the Kamikaze and Oka pilots were sworn to 
court death, as were the other operators in the Special 
Attack Corps— the drivers of suicide speedboats, the 
submariners in the e.\plosive midgets, die human 
torpedoes. 

But Americans were unready to credit a campaign 
of mass hari-kiri and wholesale expenditure of troops. 
So Allied Intelligence, apparently applying Western 
morality and Western reason to the problem, failed 
to forecast the "Divine Wind" hurricane whidi struck 
the American invasion fleet at Okinawa, By the end 
of March, 1945, die Kiktistii Special Attack Corps was 
ready and eager for the slaughter. Hundreds of 
Kamikaze pilots, dozens of Oka operators, and scores 
of aquatic suiciders were prepared for die offensive 
that was to make of die Okinawa seascape a lake in 
hell. The ivord had gone out from Imperial Head- 
quarters— Okinawa was to be the "Last Battle." Ja- 
pan’s War Lords were determined to hold the island 
at all cost, and everything was to go into the show- 
down-imperial Army, Imperial Nas 7 , Imperial Air 
Force, everything. Okinawa was to be saved by diat 
climactic sea-air battle in home waters which Yama- 
moto had always advocated for the destruction of the 
American fleet. True, the Imperial Navy was now no 
more than a fleshless skeleton, and the Imperial Air 
Force was all but grounded for lack of fuel. But there 
was still enough gas for one-way flights. 


So it was that skies around and above Okinawa 
were fairly seared by the Kamikazes. And from the 
naval standpoint, the story of "Operation Ice- 
berg"— the Okinawa campaign— is the story of the 
DD s and DE s diat fought in die epicenter of the 
"Divine Wind" hurricane. Forty per cent of the 
American ivarships sunk at Okinawa were destroyers. 
Approximately forty per cent of the 368 vessels of 
all types damaged at Okinawa were DD's and DE's. 
Nowhere in the two-ocean conflict did destroyermen 
endure an ordeal worse than the Kamikaze offensive 
at Okinawa, That "Iceberg" did not melt away under 
the hot "Divine Wind" was largely due to the fight 
put up by those little gray ships that were called 
"small boys” and "tin cans.” Against the champions 
of suicide, they fought a battle wliich has no equal 
in the annals of warfare— a batde described by no 
less an authority dian Winston Churchill as “the 
most intense and famous of military history." 

“Operation Iceberg" 

The Nansei islands (also called the Ryukus) lie like 
a disjoined column of vertebrae between Formosa 
and Kyushu, Japan. A slash through the Nansei Shoto 
ardiipelago would sever Japanese communications 
witli Formosa, the nation’s last stronghold in the 
south; would give tlie Allies control of the East 
China Sea; and would bring Allied air within easy 
bomber range of Tokyo. 

But in projecting a drive on the Nansei Shoto 
drain, tlic Allied leaders were after something more 
than a bomber base and a fueling station for block- 
aders. They were out to acquire a springboard for 
the invasion forces rvhich would make the final great 
invasion of die Japanese home islands themselves. 
A base in the Nansei Shoto archipelago for the stag- 
ing of diat final drive was wanted; a place for the 
assembly of armada, supplies, and troops, and air- 
dromes suitable for the bomber squadrons which 
must coi'er the invasion forces. Such a base was 
Okinawa. 

Located midway between Formosa and Kyushu, 
Okinawa is the largest of the 55 Nansei islands. It is 
shaped something like a salamander, about 60 miles 
in length, 18 miles ivide at its broadest point, and only 
two miles wide in die narrow strip which joins the 
lengthy nordiern head to the splayed southern tail- 
Although the beaches are hemmed with coral reefs, 
Okinawa bears no resemblance to the tropical atolls 
of the equatorial Pacific. The mountainous northern 
terrain is thickly forested; the hilly southern terrain 
is under green-diumb cultivation. 

Strategically, Okinawa’s relation to Japan 
similar to that of Cuba to the southeast seaboard of 
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Destruction of Halligan (DD 584) off Okinawa. Moving up to her was shattered by a terrific explosion. Only two junior officers and 

station as a member of Fire Support Unit 2 to cover mine- 166 men survived the catastrophe. For reasons unknown, she'had 

sweepers along the southwest coast of the island, this destroyer steamed into an unswept area and probably hit d moored mine. 



direct the dual operation, and Iwo D-Day was set for 
the third week in February. 

Iwo Jitna Overture 

In tlic public mind Iwo Jima means Mount Suri- 
bachi and the Marines, But the dramatic capture of 
Suribaclii was the peak-high point of the battle; there 
was fierce fighting before, and ferocious fighting after- 
ward. And tile Marines had to be transported, landed, 
supported, and maintained on the island. 

Hence a great deal of Navy was involved, for Iwo 
demanded one of the largest amphibious offensives 
of the Pacific War, Some 110,000 troops under Lieu- 
tenant General Holland Smith, U.S.M.C., were carried 
to Uie target island. Commanded by Admiral R. A. 
Spruance, the invasion armada mustered over 1,000 
ships. Vice Admiral Turner, veteran amphibious 
commander, was in charge of the 495 vessels allocated 
to the transport, landing, and inshore jobs. The 
Support Force under Rear Admiral W, H. P. Blandy 
contained 6 battleships, 8 escort-carriers, 5 cruisers, 20 
destroyers, and 9 destroyer-escorts, plus minecraft, 
gunboats, and other vessels. Vice Admiral Mitscher's 
Fast Carrier Task Force spearheaded the offensive. 
Mitscher’s force was now built up to a strength of 118 
warships— 17 carriers, 8 battleships, IG cruisers, and 
77 destroyers. 

Long before the landings tlie five by two-and-a-half 
mile island had been subjected to a prodigious pound- 
ing by U.S. bombers. Day after day, for many weeks, 
carrier planes and land-based aircraft, including B- 
29’s, had hammered Iwo. By February 15 nearly 7,300 
tons of bombs had been dropped on the place; 7,300 
tons of bombs. Additional tons of TNT had been 
hurled upon the island by surface ships which con- 
ducted seven "Spruance haircut” shore bombard- 
ments. 

But the little volcanic island was an iron-hard mass 
of lava and granite. And the beaches were dunes of 
black volcanic ash deposited on the foreshore in that 
forgotten time when Mount Suribachi was active. 
In these ashy dunes aircraft bombs and naval pro- 
jectiles fell as though on beds of sawdust. 

As for the Japanese defenders, when the bombers 
came over they retired into a labyrintli of caves, dug- 
outs, and underground burrows. In spite of the daily 
bombings, fortifications were strengthened, the two 
airfields remained in operation, and work went for- 
ward on the new airstrip. Some 20,000 Japanese troops 
were manning this stronghold when the invaders ar- 
rived, and those Japs were prepared to fight to the last 
man. 

Of course Iwo was bound to fall ultimately. With 
the United States Fifth Fleet in possession of the 


surrounding sea, there was no escape once the invasion ' 
started. And Japanese General Kuribayashi was up 
against an insoluble logistics problem. An American 
submarine blockade had already put the isolated 
garrison on emergency rations. It would only be a 
matter of time before Iwo would have a bare cup- 
board. 

But Spruance did not have that much time. April 1 
had been selected as D-Day for Okinawa, and the Iwo 
Jima invasion was scheduled for February 19, only 
five weeks ahead. That was the situation which called 
for die 1,000-ship armada and 110,000 men to assault 
such a small island. 

In the pre-invasion preliminaries of heavy air raids, 
shore bombardments, and the establishment of a 
blockade, U.S. Naiy destroyers participated all 
around the clock. They were on duty as lifesavers 
ready to race to the rescue of downed aviators. They 
steamed with bombardment groups which shot at the 
island and its Volcano neighbors. They supplemented 
the submarine blockade with surface sweeps for 
supply and reinforcement shipping. As early as the 
first week in January, destroyers were operating in 
die Iwo area, paving the way for the big assault. 

On January 5, destroyers Dunlap, Fanning, Cum- 
mings, Ellet, Roe, and David W. Taylor were in the 
Volcanos on bombardment mission. Under command 
of Captain H. P. Smith, ComDesRon 4, these DD's 
spearheaded a task group ivhich included cruisers 
Chester, Pensacola, and Salt Lake City. Led by 
Rear Admiral A. E. Smith in Chester, the warships 
visited Chichi Jima, Halia Jima, and Iwo Jima, shoot- 
ing up shipping and shore installations. \ 

During the bombardment of Chichi Jima, David 
W. Taylor (Commander W. H. Johnsen) fouled an 
enemy mine. The blast flooded a forward compart- 
ment; four men were drowned; the ship staggered out 
of action. Fanning (Commander J. C. Bentley) was 
holed by an enemy shell. Both ships were detached 
and sent in company to Saipan; from tliere the Tay- 
lor went home for a Navy Yard overhaul. 

Destroyer Heywood L. Edwards (Commander A- 
L. Shepherd) returned from an Iwo bombardment 
mission early in February witli an interesting decep- 
tion story. As told in the DD’s Action Report: 

During one short bombardment ... a Jap spotter on 
a frequency very close to the spotting frequency then 
in use called this ship, saying, "Right a little! Up a 
little!" Fortunately his accent was unmistakable, his 
procedure was incorrect, and he was not exactly on 
frequency, or he might have proven very disconcerting, 
if he did not altogether destfoy communications. 

The opposition roughened as the preliminary pace 
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accelerated and the invasion date approached. . On 
April 17 destroyer Leutze began the day as a fire- 
support ship for minesweepers combing the water off 
the eastern beaches. Then she moved inshore to sup- 
port an Underwater Demolition Team. While cover- 
ing the UDT’s with a shore bombardment, she was 
struck during an exchange of shells with a Mount 
Suribachi shore battery. 

An enemy shell— a 3- or 4-incher— hit the starboard 
side of the No. 1 stack, ripping open the stack and 
slashing the superstructure with shrapnel. Leutze's 
skipper, Commander B. A. Robbins, Jr., was seri- 
ously injured. And a dangerous fire broke out in the 
forward 40 mm. handling room. 

Assuming command. Lieutenant L. Grabowsky, the 
ship’s “Exec,” kept the guns going, and closed the 
beach to flay the offending battery. Meantime, Gun- 
ners Mates, Third, Eugene Balinski and Warren H. 
Gurwell dragged fire hoses across the deck, opened the 
door of the burning magazine, and fought flames 
which threatened to set off a disastrous explosion. 
Then, the fire smothered, they threw a batch of hot 
powder containers overside. The ship remained on 
duty off Iwo until the evening of the 18th, when 
she steamed away in company with battleship New 
York for Ulithi. 

On the night of February 17-18, three destroyers 
conducted a brisk anti-shipping sweep off Japan. The 
destroyers were the Ingraham (Commander J. F. 
Harper, Jr.), flying the pennant of Commander J. C. 
Zahm, ComDesDiv 120; Barton (Commander E. B. 
Dexter); and Mo ale (Commander W. M. Foster). 

Two of these destroyers suffered a misadventure on 
the evening of February 16 while serving in the screen 
of Fast Carrier Task Group 58. The group was a 
little too fast for Ingraham when her TBS went out 
of commission and she missed a signal to start zig- 
zagging. Promptly she was rammed by destroyer 
Barton. The collision caused minor damage, and 
ignited a small fire, but repairs were quickly made, 
and there were no casualties. 

The following evening tlie three DD’s were de- 
tached from Task Force 58 and ordered to proceed as 
a unit to Saipan. Steaming in a scouting line, they 
retired along the track, toward Iwo Jima. Around 
2115 they made radar contact with two Japanese ships, 
and a few minutes later the destroyer gunners were on 
target. The Japs fled; the DD’s overhauled. Closing 
the range to 1,300 yards, the three destroyers pumped 
shells into a maru which soon blew up with a tremen- 
dous bang. Then the second target, a patrol craft, 
v/ent down riddled. Early in the morning of the 18th 
the destroyers contacted and trapped another maru. 
When the shooting ended, this ship also had blown 


her top. And as the clock was ticking toward 0400, 
Ingraham, Barton, and Moale headed southward 
to outstrip possible air reprisal. The two merchant- 
men and the escort vessel, probably acting as pickets, 
had undoubtedly radioed word of the attack to the 
home front. 

Shooting holes in the enemy picket line off the coast 
of Japan was always a risky enterprise. Other destroy- 
ers with Task Force 58 encountered sentinel shipping 
that morning of the 18th. About 0530 destroyers 
Porterfield (Lieutenant Commander D. W. Wul- 
zen), flagship of Captain A. E. Jarrell, ComDesRon 
55, and Callaghan (Commander C. M. Bertholf) 
teamed up to demolish a 100-ton picket. Laced by 
40 mm. fire, the patrol boat was reduced to junk be- 
fore it could return a single shot. Eight Japanese Navy 
men were fished out of the debris which marked the 
grave of this shell-shattered vessel. 

Some of the Japanese pickets were more pugnacious 
than the ones abolished by the foremen tioned sweep- 
ers. Early in tlie morning of February 26 a couple of 
the Task Group 58 destroyers off Tori Shima ran into 
a corker. Porterfield was in this scrimmage, as was 
destroyer Stockham (Commander M. G. Johnson) 
and cruiser Pasadena. The gunners were hampered by 
scudding rain and rolling seas. Because the enemy 
craft was in the center of the task gi'oup’s screen, the 
three ships which closed in to finish off the Jap were 
compelled to limit their fire to 40 mm. The trapped 
enemy replied with blazing fusillades that gave 
Pasadena a clawing and wounded 12 men and killed 
a young ensign on board Porterfield. Destroyer and 
cruiser shells tore the enemy to pieces, and Stock- 
ham stepped in to pulverize the wreckage. But such 
minor actions could be costly. In addition to crew 
casualties, Porterfield received damage which sent 
her to Ulithi for repairs. 

Turner’s transports were off the Iwo beachheads in 
- the dark before dawn of February 19. The ships were 
deployed abreast of their assigned beaches in a line 
off the island’s southeast coast. At daybreak the bom- 
bardment ships opened up. Shell fire, mortar fire, and 
rocket fire turned the foreshore into an incandescent 
strand that could not have been hotter when Suri- 
bachi’s lava was flowing. Bombers flew in to con- 
tribute to the demolition. At 0900 the bombardment 
ended, and the Marines started in on schedule with 
their assault gear. The first boat waves ran into little 
opposition. But double trouble was in the offing. 

It began when the landing craft went in through 
swooping combers and struck those beaches of sugar; 
soft volcanic sand. Troops leaping from the boats 
sank up to their ankles in the stuff. In this chemical 
sand the wheels of amphibian trucks bogged down 
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Thr gunfire nf this section and the planes of the carrier units 
u'rre coinhincd many limes in the ensuing months to flatten a 
drsperalr enemy, who turned In suicide tactics as a last resort 
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Annlhrr firw nf Ilalligan, showing her broken in two 
on the rugged coast of Okiuaiea. No senior officers 
sun'ifrd to explain why the ship was in mined waters. 



nail (1)1) -IS’) is hit while engaged in fire sufipnrl for the two Jitna landings. 
Drstrnxrrs finitirifintrd all around thr elorh hrlfiing to finvr thr way for 
thr hig assault. Jap guns on Mourit .Suriharhi made plenty nf trouble. 
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Softening up Iwo Jirna: Enemy installations being 
bombarded by naval units, ns seen from Heyn'ood L. 
Edwards, one of the destroyers in fire support group. 








Murray (DD 576) transfers wounded to Hornet. An aerial torpedo had gone 
right through the bow of the ship and detonated in the water alongside. 
Note hole just under stretcher. One man was killed and four wounded. 


Kamikaze hits Halsey Powell. The Jap suicide plane 
crashed completely through the destroyer’s stern, u 
the DD had helped save the carrier she was guarding- 
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to the hubs, and caterpillar half-tracks churned help- 
lessly. The whole Iwo shore was as loose as ashes. 
And in no time the landing flotilla was piled up in a 
traffic jam of foundering boats and struggling ma- 
chines and men. 

Happily for the Marines, the preliminary shore 
bombardment had knocked out or demoralized the 
Jap batteries in the immediate vicinity. And while the 
assault troops were floundering on the ash-dump 
beaches, the destroyers and other warships of Blandy’s 
Support Force unleashed a creeping barrage, stepping 
up the range by 200-yard increments to treat the 
coast to a bombardment which gradually climbed 
inland. This advancing curtain of fire held the enemy 
gunners at bay until U. S. bulldozers managed to 
chew some beach roads through the mushy dunes, 
and the crisis at water’s edge had passed. 

By nightfall some 40,000 Marines were ashore, 
battling their way toward the southern airfield, only 
to find that Iwo was a Bastille of pillboxes, block- 
houses, and traps. Fifty-yard gains were to demand 
Marine casualties which made Tarawa seem a picnic 
in comparison. 

The Navy offshore had a relatively easy time of it. 
Fire-support ships shelled targets on call, and carrier 
planes bombed Jap gun emplacements. The Japanese 
Air Force gave General Kuribayashi a smattering of 
support which was more spectacular than decisive. 
On February 21 a flock of 50 Jap planes struck "des- 
perately” at the invasion fleet. Spectacularly enough, 
five Kamikazes smashed into aircraft carrier Sara- 
toga, wrecking her flight deck, blasting her hangar, 
killing 110 of her crew, and wounding 180. Brutally 
mauled, the "Sara" pulled out of tlie fleet and set 
a course across the Pacific for home. In the same attack 
escort-carrier Bismarck Sea was struck by a suicide 
plane. The blast ignited a conflagration which ex- 
ploded the ship’s torpedoes. Bursting internally, the 
carrier capsized. Some 347 officers and men died in 
this disaster. The Lunga Point and the Keokuk were 
also struck by Kamikazes during this raid. February 
21, 1945, was the Navy's worst day off Iwo. 

With the exception of AA gunnery and shore 
bombardments, the destroyers in the Iwo Jima area 
had little to do. Acting as lifeguards, they snatched a 
number of downed aviators from the sea, a rescue 
feat by Gregory (Commander Bruce McCandless) 
being typical. In the morning of February 26 the 
Gregory was patrolling a radar picket station oS 
Iwo Jima. About 0900 the destroyer was directed to 
run at best speed to the rescue of three Enterprise 
airmen adrift near-by in a rubber boat. The sea w^ 
misty under a lowering sky, and although four aircraft 
joined the hunt, it was mid-afternoon before the 


rubber boat was spotted. By that time the weather 
had cleared, and Jap batteries on Chichi Jima had 
sighted Gregory. When a salvo landed 100 yards 
astern, the destroyer laid smoke and hiked seaward. 
The drifting airmen were sighted by a search plane 
at 1402, and Gregory, maneuvering in, picked them 
up 40 minutes later. “We have had a tendency to 
belittle Japanese gunnery/’ Commander McCandless 
observed. “W e would like to point out that there is 
one very hot battery . . . on Chichi Jima. There may 
be others.” 

Destroyers Colhoun and Terry encountered some 
of these other “hot” batteries. Captained by Com- 
mander G. R. Wilson, Colhoun was one of the 
destroyers off the island with Turner’s transport 
fleet on “Dog Day” (February 19). Thereafter she 
worked like a dog as a radar picket, a fire-support 
ship, and an AA sharpshooter. Relieved of fire-sup- 
port duty in the afternoon of February 27, the de- 
stroyer was attempting to clear a fouled anchor and 
get under way when she stumbled into a three-way 
collision with a transport and a freighter. Colhoun 
staggered out of it with an ugly gash in her side. 
Emergency repairs were rushed by the crew as the 
ship lay at anchor off Tachiwa Point. And on the 
morning of March 1, while she was lying there, a Jap 
shore battery drew a bead and opened fire. Before 
Colhoun could get under way, a shell struck her No. 
2 stack, and a jag of shrapnel hit one torpedo, explod- 
ing its air flask. This blast caused considerable dam- 
age. Sixteen men were wounded, one of them fatally. 
Not that this destroyer did, but no ship could afford 
to ignore Japanese coast artillery. 

Destroyer Terry (Commander W. B. Moore) was 
hard hit by the gunners on Iwo. She participated in 
the invasion as a unit of Rear Admiral B. J. Rodgers 
Task Force 54, a heavy gunfire and covering force. 
Early in the morning of March I, Terry was given a 
close shave by a Jap torpedo-bomber. The enemy, 
invisible in the dark, launched a “fish” which missed 
by a scant 50 yards. At sunrise Terry steamed to a 
screening station off the north shore of Iwo. About 
0720 she was suddenly fired upon by a concealed 6- 
inch battery which almost got her with the first 
salvo. Terry tied on 27 knots to dash out of range 
while her gunners fired back at the flashes. At 0728 
she caught a direct hit on the starboard side over the 
forward engine-room. The blast knocked out her 
starboard engine and damaged her steering controls. 
Eleven of the crew were slain and 19 wounded by the 
shell-burst. 

By the evening of March 3, Terry’s wounds were 
patched and she was able to join a slow convoy bound 
for Saipan. With reference to the patching o 
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BURGH had the diarred ship in tow. The Navy and 
tlie American public would be thrilled by the story o£ 
Frankun’s survival— how she reached Ulithi, and 
from there traveled to Pearl and on to New York 
Navy Yard under her own steam. But it was a story 
saddened by her tliousand casualties, including 832 
dead. 

Hickox’ Action Report furnishes another interest- 
ing glimpse into this life-saving effort: 

"Wffiile Hickox ivas lying to in an area tdicre there 
tverc scattered sur\’ivors, use tvas made of die "bull 
horn*’ to tell the men whom we were not actually re- 
covering that they were seen and would be picked up, 
and for diem to start sw'imming slow’ly toward the ship 
but not to exhaust diemselves. It is felt that this pre- 
vented some of die men from exhausting themselves by 
continued shouting or waving, or by trying to swim too 
fast toward die ship. . . . 

It was again well illustrated that if men svho are forced 
to abandon ship make every effort to organize diemselves 
in as large groups as possible, dieir chances of rescue are 
greatly increased. Aside from the morale effect they will 
have on each other, they will be seen at much greater 
distances, and their concerted shouting or whistle blow- 
ing will be very effective. 

Commander Wesson also noted that his crew' for 
the first time used ‘‘Flashburn Protective Cream" 
for the face and hands, and results were encouraging. 

Minor as these last items may appear in the war 
panorama, they were of genuine interest to a destroyer 
Force which, at Okinawa, wms soon to need every fire- 
fighting aid and rescue teclinique available. 

"Iceberg’ Opening Gun (DD's versus Kamikazes off 
Kerama Ret to) 

"Operation Iceberg” w’as bearing down on the 
Nansei Shoto archipelago throughout the last week 
in March, 1945. On the 24th die battleships of Task 
Force 58, under Vice Admiral W. A. Lee, treated die 
southeastern coast of Okinawa to a sledgehammer 
bombardment as minesweepers broomed die water 
inshore. This activity was a feint intended to draw 
enemy strength from the west coast beadies which 
were marked for die invasion landings. 

Six days before invasion D-Day, an advance U. S. 
detachment under Admiral I. N. Kiland skirted the 
southern tip of Okinawa to seize Kerama Retto and 
the Keise Group, island clusters lying west of Naha. 
No more than 20 miles from Okinawa, Kerama Retto 
would provide the Navy with a seaplane base on the 
enemy’s southern flank, and a sheltered anchorage for 
backfield invasion shipping. 

Kiland’s detachment steamed in with the 77th 
Infantry Division, and the local garrison, taken com- 


pletely by surprise, burrowed into the hills and re- 
mained "underground” like a prairie dog colony— 
a situation which at once gave the invaders the upper 
hand. But the capture of Kerama Retto was not easy 
in any sense of the word. That morning tlie "Divine 
Wind” blew. Its hot breath scorched the destroyer 
Kimberly, the first DD to be thus blistered in tlie 
"Iceberg” campaign. 

At 0615 in the morning of March 26, the Kimberly 
(Commander J. D. "Whitrield) was proceeding to her 
radar picket station off Kerama Retto. As she steamed 
through tJie morning twilight, her lookouts sighted 
two Jap "Vais” apparently headed for die transport 
area. The destroyer opened fire on the planes, and 
diey turned away. Commander Whitfield gave the 
order to cease fire. His Action Report goes on: 

Almost simiiltancously with "cease firing,” one of the 
Vais peeled off and began to close the range on a con- 
verging but nearly opposite course. Fire was immediately 
reopened and the rudder put over hard right to main- 
tain all guns bearing as the relative target-be.aring rap- 
idly dropped aft. During this phase of the approacli, the 
fire control problem was one of an extremely high de- 
flection rate which the Japanese pilot further complicated 
by resorting to radical maneuvers including zooming, 
climbing, slipping, skidding, accelerating, decelerating, 
and even slow rolling. He continued to close the range 
on a circling course indicating his intention to get on 
”our tail,” and further indicating to all obsen’ers his 
ultimate intention. 

By this time tlie range had closed to 4,000 yards and 
all bearing 40 mm. mounts opened fire. The plane 
was now in a vertical right bank, circling to come in 
from astern. The target seemed to be completely sur- 
rounded with 5-inch bursts and 40 mm. tracers. At about 
1,500 yards range on relative bearing 170° he leveled off 
and came straight in at an altitude of about 150 feet, 
performing continuous right and left skids. 

The ship was still turning with full right rudder, but 
tlie target skidded to remain inside the ship’s wake. At 
1,200 yards all the bearing 20 mm. guns opened fire, 
and at about this same time the previously faint line of 
smoke coming from the plane became a positive stream 
of black smoke, but still the target kept coming. 

Now only the after guns would bear, and each 5-inch 
salvo blasted the after 20 mm. crews off their feet. In 
spite of this difficulty, at the instant the Val passed over 
the stem, the 20 mm. guns had managed to empty one 
complete magazine. The plane was now about loo feet 
in the air and apparently headed for the bridge, with 
40 mm. guns No. 3 and No. 5 still firing at maximum 
rate. Just as the plane reached a point above 40 mm. 
gun No. 5, it went out of control and fell nearly verti- 
cally between 5-inch mounts No. 3 and No, 4, crashing 
into the still rapidly firing guns of 40 mm. mount No, 5, 

Intensity of the resulting explosion anti nature of 
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wounded men, the destroyer’s captain noted in the 
ship’s Action Report: 

Particularly gratifying was the quality of the first-aid 
given the wounded by the crew members. This was re- 
marked upon by the visiting Medical Officers as well as 
by our own. Time and again a doctor would get to a 
wounded man to find tliat his hemorrhaging had been 
checked, morphine given, and shock treatment skillfully 
applied. This degree of efficiency was acliieved as a result 
of tedious hours of first-aid given to the whole crew in 
small groups over and over again. It paid off in human 
life. 

But destroyer casualties were small compared to 
those of the Marines. By March 26, Marine casualties 
were close to 21,000, including some 4,900 slain. 
Secured as of that date, Iwo had cost the Corps the 
heaviest losses yet. Statistic: at Tarawa, Marine cas- 
ualties had been 8.6 per cent; at Iwo Jima they were 
32.6 per cent. Japanese losses at Iwo were close to 
100 per cent. When the mopping up was over, the 
entire garrison, with the exception of some 200 
prisoners, lay dead. 

And U. S. Superforts were notv flying from the 
island’s airfields; Tokyo would soon be the target 
for fire raids that would turn the Japanese capital 
into a roaring bonfire. On one hand the Allies had 
gained a most important air base; on the other they 
had removed a menace from the Okinawa flank. 
"Operation Iceberg" could now go into high gear. 

Late in March, 1945, the Fifth Fleet turned its 
bows totvard the Nansei Shoto archipelago— and 
Okinawa. 

Task Force Off Japan (DD’s to the Rescue of 
Franklin) 

The Ides of March found Task Force 68 steaming 
up from Ulithi to deliver a series of strikes on the 
Japanese home islands. The blows were calculated to 
clear the northern air for tire "Iceberg” invasion 
fleet and to divert Imperial attention from Okinawa. 
Approaching Kyushu, Mitscher sent his planes in to 
bomb the daylights out of the Emperor's airdromes. 
The carrier airmen turned one field after another into 
a junkyard, and in the bargain wrecked a number 
of Jap warships which were lurking in the Inland 
Sea. 

Hitting back at 0700 in the morning of March 19, 
Jap bombers caught Mitscher’s task force about 50 
miles off the Kyushu coast and dropped two 500- 
pounders on the carrier Franklin just as her planes 
wete taking off. One bomb went through the flight 
deck and burst in the hangar. Franklin’s aircraft be- 
gan to blaze like blowtorches. Bombs and rockets 


started to explode. The detonations ruptured the 
ship's gasoline lines, and 40,000 gallons of high octane 
fed the flames. A magazine erupted. In a few minutes 
the vessel was a floating blast furnace. 

Destroyers Hickox, Hunt, Marshall, Tingey, and 
Miller, along with cruiser Santa Fe, stood in to the 
carrier’s assistance. At 0800 Miller (Lieutenant 
Commander D, L. Johnson) moved alongside the 
burning ship to take off Admirals Davidson and 
Bogan and their staffs for transfer to the carrier 
Hancock. While Tingey mounted guard, the other 
DD s maneuvered around the Franklin, rescuing 
men in the water. 

Although Franklin’s predicament worsened by 
every minute of the morning, her skipper. Captain 
L. E. Gehres, rejected the idea of abandonment. 
Santa Fe drew alongside to aid the fire fighters, and 
Gehres directed her to stand off after some of the 
carriermen, acting without orders, leaped to the 
cruiser’s deck. 

At 1130 destroyer Hickox was ordered to go along- 
side Franklin's stern to rescue men trapped on the 
fantail. Flagship of Commander P, L, High, ComDes- 
Div 104, Hickox made a neat job of it. Conned by 
her skipper, Commander J. H. Wesson, the destroyer 
advanced through a fog of smoke to nuzzle her bow 
against the hot ship. 

Excerpt from Hickox’ Action Report: 

Put bow under after 40 mm. gun sponson to, allow 
men to jump from Franklin to Hickox. Put mooring 
line from Hickox bullnose to Franklin after bitts to 
hold bow in. Rigged trolley line for stretcher between 
Hickox No. 1 5-inch gun and Franklin gun sponson. 
11;45: Hickox directed streams of water into after com- 
partment on hanger deck level of Franklin and ap- 
peared to exu’nguish major portion of fire. Observed 
numerous explosions on Franklin which appeared to 
be ammunition exploding. 12:15: All men aboard from 
Franklin’s fan-tail. Tivo stretcher cases and 16 others. 
Backed clear. All fires seemed to be well under con- 
trol. . . . 

During the afternoon destroyer Miller, again on 
the scene, went alongside the Franklin to fight fires 
and take off wounded survivors. Jap aircraft put in an 
appearance, but the enemy bombers were driven off 
by fighter planes and an ack-ack barrage. The rescue 
work went steadily forward, with Hunt, Tingey, and 
tire other destroyers grabbing carriermen from the sea. 
All told, the DD’s recovered about 850 of the Frank- 
lin crew. Skippered by Commander J. D. McKinney, 
destroyer Marshall alone plucked 212 survivors from 
the water. 

By evening the carrier’s fires were almost smothered, 
the explosions were fizzling out, and cruiser Pitts 
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Even the kamikaze was not enough! . . , Here was the test, and devised up to that time. Weapons will improve, but no guidance 
Okinawa was the testing ground. The Japanese employed the system is likely to surpass a living pilot. Despite all that, the 

most effective weapon against surface naval units that had been Navy rolled with the punch and fought through to final vict-. ■ 




CHAPTER 37 


OKINAWA INVASION 



(Iceberg: Destroyers' Hottest Mission!) 

Love Day —D-Day for Okinawa— fell on Easter Sunday. Beautiful 
weather for the East China -Sea. Cloudless sky; smooth, jade water; 
promise of a sparkling spring morning, with a hint of gardenia in the 
air. At home there would be the somnolent clang of church bells- 
sunrise services. But to the men in “Operation Iceberg” the day was 
just April I, 1945— ironically designated “Love Day.” 

In the pre-dawn gloom the “Iceberg” expeditionary forces had 
taken up position off the Okinarva coast. Marked for the landings 
■were beaches below Cape Zampa on the west shore. For five days these 
beachej had been “softened up” in the usual fire-and-iron manner 


by preliminary bombings and shore bombardments. 
Meanwhile, Undenvater Demolition Teams had gone 
in to dynamite obstacles and cut away snares. A force 
of 75 minesweepers and 45 auxiliary craft had combed 
the entire perimeter of the island's southern coast. 
During all these preliminary activities Okinawa's 
shore guns were as silent as though they had been 
spiked; not a shot was fired in the island’s defense. 
The shore remained in sinister silence. 

The invaders did not know that General Ushijima 
had concentrated his forces in southern Okinawa 
on a line athwart the island, between the Hagushi 
beaches and Naha. They did not know that this line, 
with ancient Shuri Castle as its keystone, contained a 
system of deep tunnels and limestone caves reinforced 
with ferroconcrete that made a warren almost invul- 
nerable to air bombardment and naval barrage. 
Nevertheless, the "Iceberg” leaders knew that Okin- 
awa was a Japanese Gibraltar, and that its capture 
would be resisted to the last. 

To subdue and secure this Nansei Shoto bastion. 
Admiral Nimitz had allocated some 1,450 United 
States vessels manned by well over half a million 
Americans. Operating at the southern end of the 
Nansei Shoto chain a British Carrier Force under Vice 


Admiral Sir B. M. Rawlings added its weight to the 
immense armada. 

Directly off Okinawa Admiral Turner's amphibious 
force contained 1,213 ships carrying 182,000 assault 
troops under command of General Simon Bolivar 
Buckner, U.S.A. A total of 318 combatant vessels 
were on the "Iceberg” front. Several European in- 
vasions had covered wider fronts. But the Atlantic 
and Mediterranean transport hauls were relatively 
short compared with the trans-Pacific lifts which 
carried the "Iceberg” forces and their supplies from 
America, Hawaii, Espiritu Santo, Guadalcanal, and 
other distant bases to Okinawa. Altogether, "Opera- 
tion Iceberg” employed the largest fleet yet as- 
sembled in naval history— over 40 carriers, 18 battle- 
ships, scores of cruisers, submarines, minesweepers, 
landing craft, patrol vessels, salvage vessels, and 
auxiliaries. And more than 148 American destroyers 
and destroyer-escorts were in the armada that fought 
the Okinawa campaign. 

As has been stated, from a naval standpoint the 
story of that campaign is the story of those American 
DD’s and DE’s that bore the brunt of the sea-air 
battle. Allied carrier groups stood far offshore; bom- 
bardment groups came and went. On blockade duty, 
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position and she grounded hard on the reef. Neither her own 66 men perished with their ship; nine others died oj their 

engines nor the added efforts of the tug Arikara could free her. wounds. The ninth destroyer lost at Okinawa, Longshaw, a 

The Jap guns found a sitting duck target. Eleven officers and charred and shattered wreck, was sunk by friendly naval gun fire. 
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stranded on Ose Reef off Okinawa, Longsfiaw (DD 559) was stroyer had supported the American troops ashore with calt-pre 
pounded to pieces by concealed coastal batteries when the ship bombardment of designated beach targets. Then, on the morning 

could neither fight nor run. For four days and nights this de- of May 18, 1945, somebody was careless in plotting the ship’s 


American submarines met practically no opposi- 
tion. But the destroyer forces on the "Iceberg” front 
were in there fighting for days and weeks on end. The 
"small boys” got the man-size job at Okinawa. And 
they put up a giant-size effort to accomplish that job. 
The DD’s and DE’s which were engaged in that effort 
are listed on tliis page. 

Most of the destroyers- and destroyer-escorts on the 
“Iceberg” front worked as radar- pickets or patrol 
vessels in the area screen. Covering the approaches 
to Okinawa, they mounted guard at radar picket 
stations positioned in a ring encircling the island, or 
patrolled the convoy approaches and served as A/S 
and anti-aircraft guards on a perimeter which em- 
braced the transport area. These picket and patrol 
ships constituted Task Flotilla 5, under command 
of a veteran destroyerman. Commodore Frederick 
Moosbrugger. 

The “Iceberg” mission of the DD’s and DE’s in 
Task Flotilla 5 is best detailed in the words of 
Commodore Moosbrugger, whose official summariza- 
tion is quoted herewith; 

(A) Radar Pickets and Supports. 

Distant radar pickets were stationed between 40 
and 70 miles from the transport area in the direc- 
tion of the approach of enemy aircraft from the 
Japanese Island chain, China bases, and Formosa. 
Close radar pickets were stationed 20 to 25 miles 
from the transport area. In addition, stations in 
the outer and inner, anti-submarine screen were 
designated as radar picket stations. Their special 
duty consisted of detecting, tracking, and reporting 
on aircraft in the vicinity of the transport area. 

The function of the distant radar pickets was to 
give early warning of enemy air raids and surface 
craft, and to perform the duties of fighter direction. 
Specially equipped fighter-director destroyers with 
fighter-director teams embarked were used as 
fighter-director ships. These fighter-director destroy- 
ers controlled such units of the CAP as were as- 
signed them by the central fighter-director unit 
embarked in the Eldorado or other headquarters 
ship. Initially a radar picket group was composed 
of one FD (fighter-director) destroyer and two LCS 
supports. Each LCS was stationed one third the 
distance to an adjacent radar picket station to in- 
crease the probability of detection of low-flying 
planes and barge or other surface movement along 
the island chain. In case of attack the supports 
closed the radar picket for mutual protection. This 
formation was later changed, and the LCS’s were 
stationed with the picket as close supports. 


DESTROYERS AND DESTROYER-ESCORTS 
AT OKINAWA 

(march 26-june 21, 1945) 
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This spectacular damage resulted from two kamikaze hits on Lindsey (DM 
32). The punishment that these tin-clads took and survived attests to the 
heroic qualities of their crews and the toughness of the ships themselves. 





With her hull crushed by a kamikaze that exploded 
close aboard, William D. Porter flooded and sank, but 
not until the LCDs had taken off her entire crew. 



Carriers were the prime target for the kamikazes. Although it looks as if 
the Bunker Hill must certainly be lost, neither she nor any other Essex- 
class carrier was sunk by the suiciders, thanks to superb damage control. 



Delroyer guarding the kamikazed Intrepid. Over 2,500 Japanese pilots were 
sacrificed in suicide missions. Many were shot down, many found a target, 
but even methods of utter desperation could not turn the tide of battle. 



Casualties from Bunker Hill are removed to hospital ship Bountiful. A ng t 
speed turn dumped burning oil off her decks to save the carrier. Eswrlmg 
destroyers in foreground are Hobby (DD 610) and The Sullivans (DD )■ 



The vital importance of maintaining radar picket 
groups on station can be attested by the fact that 
the bulk of the defense of the Okinawa amphibious 
operation evolved around the raid reporting and 
fighter direction exercised by these exposed fighter- 
director ships and their supporting elements. It 
became apparent early in the operation that the 
brunt of the enemy air attacks would be absorbed 
by the radar pickets and units of the outer AfS 
screen, therefore it was considered necessary to in- 
crease the number of units on each radar picket 
station and provide a protective CAP over each 
radar picket. The possibility of reducing the num- 
ber of occupied radar picket stations was seriously 
examined, but the number could not be reduced 
until after shore based radar stations were in opera- 
tion. 

During the first days of the operation there were 
insufficient destroyers available to assign more than 
one destroyer to each occupied picket station. This 
was occasioned by other required employment such 
as (1) the necessity of assigning destroyers to screen 
transport groups, tractor groups, and covering 
groups in night retirement; (2) assignment of de- 
stroyers to task groups in awaiting areas; (3) the 
necessity of having units available to meet emer- 
gencies. However, the strength of the radar picket 
stations was increased by assigning all available 
LCS, LSM(R), and PGM types as close supports. 
Later, when night retirement was discontinued and 
groups returned from awaiting areas, additional de- 
stroyers were assigned as radar picket supports. Be- 
ginning 10 April it was possible to assign two de- 
stroyers and four small support craft to the more 
exposed radar picket stations. Continued damage to 
units prevented increasing the strength further un- 
til reenforcements arrived from other areas and the 
number of picket stations was reduced. Finally on 
19 May it became possible to maintain at least 
three destroyers and four LCS’s on each of the five 
occupied stations. 

Destroyer-escorts and similar type were consid- 
ered as picket supports. Their inadequate anti- 
aircraft armament precluded exposing them to the 
vicious air attacks experienced on radar picket sta- 
tions. None of the destroyer-escorts with the in- 
creased armament of two 5-inch, ten 40 mm. and 
ten 20 mm. guns were at the objective. 

Continued efforts were made to obtain a protec- 
tive CAP of from four to six planes for each picket 
station. This special CAP was to be employed 
solely for local picket protection, reporting directly 
to the radar picket on a special frequency. It was en- 
tirely separate from the regular CAP. Sufficient 


planes were not available at the objective to supply 
the desired, protective CAP, but commencing 14 
April the TAF (Tactical Air Force) was able to 
maintain a two-plane protective CAP over three 
picket stations, and later over five stations. 

In the early stages Radar Picket Stations 1, 2, 3, 
4, 7, 10, 12, and 14 were filled, with number 9 later 
when more warning was thought necessary against 
low-flying planes approaching Kerama Retto from 
southwest. On 16 May, with the completion of 
shore-based radar installations on Hedo Saki and 
le Shima, the number of occupied radar picket sta- 
tions was reduced to five (Stations 5, 7, 9, 15, and 
16.) 

Due to damage to fighter-director ships it was 
necessary to continuously equip additional ships 
with fighter-director radio and associated equip- 
ment, and in some ships, not so equipped, with 
suitable visual fighter-direction stations. , . . 

A number of formations were used in the course 
of the operation. The typical normal cruising for- 
mation used with a group of three or more de- 
stroyers and four LCS's under the tactical command 
of a squadron or division commander consisted of 
a destroyer unit concentrated in an anti-aircraft 
circular formation with ships equally spaced, dis- 
tance between ships 1,000 yards, and an LCS unit 
similarly disposed, with distance between ships 500 
yards or less. The LCS unit under the direct tacti- 
cal command of the senior LCS commander would 
patrol along a track designated by the officer in 
tactical command of the picket group. The de- 
stroyer unit would patrol as directed . . . keeping 
within 3,000 yards of the LCS unit. . . . 

(B) Outer Anti-Submarine Screen 

The outer A jS screen consisted of a closed area 
screen extending from le Shima around Kerama 
Retto to the southern tip of Okinawa. It further 
enclosed the southeastern half of Okinawa during 
demonstration and fire support activities in that 
area, and to the northward of le Shima during ac- 
tivities incident to its capture. This closed area 
screen permitted unescorted movement of ships 
between Hagushi, le Shima, Kerama Retto, and 
the Eastern Beaches. Since it also enclosed the bom- 
bardment ships it afforded the most economical as- 
signment of screening ships. Ships of the outer 
screen were at a distance of from 20 to 25 miles from 
the transport area. This permitted timely detection 
of enemy aircraft that had successfully evaded the 
radar pickets and their CAP. 

Warning given by the outer screen of the ap- 
proach of enemy aircraft was of great value, espe- 
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to occupy No. 1 Picket Station, which was located 51 
miles north o£ Okinawa. On April 2, the destroyer 
Prichett reported to relieve her, and Bush proceeded 
to Kerama Retto for fuel. On the next day, word was 
received that the Prichett had been seriously dam- 
aged by a suicide plane. Bush was at once ordered 
back on station. 

From April 3 to April 5 the Japs gave the de- 
stroyer a nasty time. She succeeded in repelling the 
air attacks and in warning the task force of impend- 
ing strikes. Her luck ended on April 6. During the 
early hours of that day tlie destroyer took four differ- 
ent targets under fire, shooting down one. But the 
attackers were persistent, and at midday they 
swarmed all over the ship. 

Shortly after 1500, just when the tltird raid in half 
an hour was driven off, a lone Jap suicider came 
streaking in about 30 feet above the water. The pilot 
ran into a streak of bullets and shells. Fragments 
broke away from his plane. But accurate fire could 
not deter him. The Kamikaze crashed with a huge 
explosion at deck level on the ship's starboard side 
between No. 1 and No. 2 stacks. A torpedo or bomb 
exploded in the forward engine-room with such force 
that a six-foot section of engine-room blower, weigh- 
ing about 4,000 pounds, was flung into the air high 
enough to knock off the radar antenna and land on 
the port wing of the bridge. The bursting plane 
scattered firebrands across the deck, and flame 
spurted from the meckage. 

The fires were beaten down by damage-control 
crews, and water-tight integrity was preserved sufiS- 
ciently to keep the vessel afloat. Destroyer Colhoun 
came in from a near-by picket station to offer assist- 
ance. Then, at 1700, while all hands were battling to 
save the Bush, a flight of 10 to 15 Jap planes swept in. 
The Colhoun was hit immediately, and the Bush 
received her second smash 25 minutes later. This 
Kamikaze crash nearly cut her in two. At 1745 a third 
Kamikaze plummeted into the blazing destroyer. 
That was the end of Bush. The ship broke up and 
sank about 1830. 

Four LCS’s and several other craft searched the 
seascape for survivors. By daybreak of the 7 th some 
246 of the crew were recovered. Eighty-seven ofiBcers 
and men were killed in the murderous action, and 
42 were wounded. Among those who died in Bush was 
Commander J. S. Willis, ComDesDiv 48. 

Loss of U.S.S. Colhoun 

About 1600 in that volcanic afternoon, while de- 
stroyer Colhoun was steaming to the aid of stricken 
Bush, the suicide onslaught crescendoed to its height 
All up and down the Okinawa coast the rabid Kami- 


kazes were striking. Trees of smoke grew everytvhere 
on the seascape— smoke from burning planes— smoke 
from burning ships. Colhoun maneuvered through 
this forest of death, all hands at hair-trigger, those 
topside watching the sky, those below concentrating 
on engines and instruments. This was it! Never be- 
fore had these destroyermen seen a situation as "it.” 

In the C.I.C. tlie team sweated through a bedlam 
of calls, signals, orders, reports. "Sparks” could not 
keep up with the frantic radio. On the radar screen 
was a hailstorm— "bogies” and "bandits” appearing 
from all directions. Over TBS came a shouting babel, 
insanely frenzied by sporadic interjections of static. 
Voices from the air: "Lamppost, this is Lovebird. I 
see bogey one four zero. Do you concur? Over.” An- 
swer: "Hello, Lovebird. This is Lamppost. Affirma- 
tive. Raid coming in. Out.” 

Colhoun was attacked as she stood by Bush, offer- 
ing what little help she could. Across the sky came 
the Jap planes, 13 of them. Down came die smcfders 
in screaming power dives. 

They picked on two tough ships— B ush, a veteran 
with a fine combat record; Colhoun, skirperec by 
Commander G. R. Whlson— that same Gcrrre Rees 
Wilson who had captained hard-bitten CHrr.c.r3: in 
the Solomons. 

On board wounded Bush the AA gun? v.-itb 
unstinted fury. Colhoun’s gunne:^ hur-tril r-rnch 
diunderbolts, and pumped a fireha=!estrran,ri:4C and 
20 mm. at the diving madmeiL Irnurr::! nmugn sne 
was. Bush probably got several Anc: rruncL'N El.er.r 
five Kamikazes to blazes. But ar.ur n: ±e plana:: 
smashed into Wilson's ship in n rr,a$. 'nttriar-anr:- 
suicide assault that no denrnvr:- nuin w-ntr —n-r 

One crashing plane threw x npnrirn: rheer ri inn 
across Colhoun’s supersmirunx. .xrruier mmn: nr^ 
the bow with a dazzHrur hnr:: mx' m.ened tT rm 
forecastle as a hammer-nmah ancn a — — 

Skimming in low, /iCTnr/xurrrrrenmu. fh^rr ann nnun 
against the ship’s side, shmnmr: ±ai ramal -» :rn hm. 
water, blazing gasolma.m:;;dxrnL 

Topside and below nm. imrnrhn'n 'l-tr ■*" " 
inferno or were wr-ir- — ■«-- — - — 

ing flood. Bur, fn- w: -— ■ 

casualties were i«-r — = — *~~t 

other Kamihczr-j^zzfkzL ' 

in flame:, her nnner ' ^ 

flag the fire towrmi'nrrrr'mr’ - ’ 

of smoke. X'wr ■ -- 

buJLbasrd: ^ ^ 

' ally setfJen . , • - — - -- - 

side T-eini'-,- rr- er-r. ' TJH'. - 

. ^ ^ ^ 
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dally at night, as it alerted the inner screen and 
transports and permitted blanketing the transports 
with a protective smoke screen in lime. The outer 
screen served as an additional btifjer against enemy 
air attacks. It xoas ustial procedure for the enemy 
planes to expend their bombs, torpedoes, and them- 
selves against the outer screen rather than against 
the ships in the transport area. Ships of this screen 
shot doion many planes and absorbed much pun- 
ishment. In their exposed positions, with 7,000 
yards betxuecn units, they were out of mutual sup- 
porting range. 

When it became apparent that the submarine 
threat was relatively minor, the outer screen was 
formed into rvhat rvas designated as “Dusk AA 
Formation." In this formation, units of the outer 
screen concentrated in pairs or groups of three, 
and either patrolled their combined AfS stations 
in company or concentrated and headed toward a 
point ill the transport area until at a certain dis- 
tance from the inner AfS screen, and then resumed 
patrol in company parallel to the inner screening 
stations. "Dusk AA Formation" habitually was 
taken at one hour before sinisct and normal sta- 
tions resumed at one hour after sunset. This for- 
mation xoas also taken xohen heavy air attacks were 
expected. 

(C) Transport A A Screen 

Whexx air attacks xocre expected, an anti-aircraft 
screen was throxoxx around the transport area. In 
effect, it consisted of txuo screens: one composed of 
destroyer types which had been in the transport 
area for logistics, maintenance, etc., and the second 
composed of LCI-LCS types not otherwise em- 
ployed. The LCI-LCS types were equally disposed 
on, and patrolled on, an arc 700 yax'ds to the sea- 
ward of the transports. The destroyer type patrolled 
on an arc 1,500 yards from transports. This was 
primarily a day screen. At night the LCI-LCS type 
took smoke stations or special anti-suicide boat 
patrols; the destroyer types anchored around the 
edge of the transport area. 

(D) Anti-Small Craft and Anti-Sxiicide Boat Patrols 

LCI and LCS patrols were maintained along 
shores of Okinawa to prevent enemy barge and 
small boat movement along the coast and to detect 
and destroy suicide-boats, motor torpedo-boats, and 
swimmers. A destroyer type patrolled a mile to the 
seaward of each group of four to five, in support 
and as a source of illumination. The Commanding 
Officer of the destroyer type acted as Officer in 
Tactical Command of the group. In addition to the 


above, a number of LCS’s patrolled on a line ap- 
proximately perpendicular to the shore line on the 
flanks of the transport areas. Small minesxveepers 
were stationed as close inshore as practicable at 
critical locations, such as off Naha Harbor. 


Twenty-three destroyers worked with the fire- 
support groups which bombarded the Okinawa 
beaches in die interval between dawn and H-Hour of 
D-Day. At 0830 the troops began to land on the 
designated six-mile stretch of Hagushi foreshore. 

There was virtually no opposition. By nightfall of 
April 1 the advance guards had seized the Yontan 
and Kadena airfields. About 50,000 soldiers and Ma- 
rines ivcre asliore. ‘‘Love Day” had been practically 
bloodless. But by morning of April 2, Buckner's 
troops were clashing with the outposts of the Shuri 
Line. During the next three days the land battle 
steadily developed. And on April 6 the Hamikaze hur- 
ricane broke over the sea in full fury. 

Down from Kyushu and the upper Nansei Shoto 
islands came the planes— ‘‘Vais” and ‘‘Zekes," "Bettys” 
and "Oscars” and “Jills." Some were new, and some 
had been modernized, but many were old-timers, 
aged and battle-scarred, rigged especially for suicide 
jobs and carrying just enough gas for a one-way trip 
to doom. As tliey approached Okinawa on April 6, 
many of these Kikusui pilots were shot down by in- 
tercepting planes. However, about 200 broke through 
the screen. Not to live, but hoping to die. 

Weaving and skidding, barrel-rolling and looping, 
tliey descended on tlie "Iceberg” forces at Hagushi 
Beach. 

The ordeal began on that day of April 6— a day 
whicli might is'ell have been designated DD-Day- 
‘‘Destroyer Day.” At Okinawa the shore was afire. 
The sky was afire. The sea was afire. Plane after plane 
was blown to extinction by destroyer gunners fighting 
for their lives. One ship after another was blasted by 
the mad aviators of tlie Mikado, seeking death for 
tile glory of the god-Emperor. Destroyer Mullany 
was hit. Neivcomb ivas hit. Leutze was hit. Hoivorth 
was hit. Hyman was hit. Morris was hit. Hayns- 
W'ORTH was hit. Destroyer-escort Fieberling was hit. 
Harrison was scorched by a near miss. And in this 
hell of fire and death, two destroyers, each struck by 
two or mpre Kamikazes, went flaming and exploding 
to the bottom. 

The destroyers slain were the U.S.S. Bush an t e 
U.S.S. COLHOUN. 


Loss of U.S.S. Bush 

Leaving Leyte on March 27, 1945, the Bush (Com 
mander R. E. Westholm) steamed north, eventually 
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siderably higher but for Lieutenants Way and Hert- 
ner. 

Rescue vessels were on hand. It was no easy task to 
get the injured and exhausted safe aboard. At the 
last, two swimmers were unable to make it. Ship- 
fitter Arthur G. Ehrman, U.S.N.R., dived back into 
the sea from the deck of a rescue ship and gave each 
man a stalwart arm. 

Named after a submarine captain who was lost in 
the Aleutians, the Mannert L. Abele was a new de- 
stroyer, and she had been inserted as a strong link 
in the Okinawa picket chain. Her destruction was 
indicative of destroyer vulnerability to death from 
the sky when it took such form as the suicide plane 
and the human projectile. By the time of the Abele 
sinking it was apparent to the Navy that a sustained 
attack by such monstrosities spelled almost certain 
death to the unarmored destroyer. 

Loss of U.S.S. Pringle 

April 16 was another nightmare day for "The Fleet 
That Came to Stay." On that day the carrier Intrepid 
was damaged by a suicide plane, and destroyer Mc- 
Dermut, working in the flat-top's screen, was badly 
slashed by friendly AA fire. Destroyer Laffey -was hit 
by a Kamikaze. Destroyer-escort Bowers was hit. De- 
stroyer Bryant was hit. And destroyer Pringle was 
fatally struck by a suicide plane. This, in spite of 
reinforcements— VT ammunition: fighter cover of two 
CAP planes for each picket station; a companion 
destroyer or ship of comparable AA fire-power to sup- 
port each picket destroyer. 

The Pringle (Lieutenant Commander J. L. Kelley, 
Jr.) was patrolling Radar Picket Station No. 14 in 
company with destroyer-minelayer Hobson and two 
landing craft. About 0900 her radar registered an 
aerial "pip," and lookouts sighted the "bandit” a 
moment later. This specimen ivas a "Zeke.” As the 
plane roared in, making a shallow dive, Pringle’s 
AA batteries paved the aircraft’s road with fire and 
iron. The “Zeke” suddenly skidded, turned over on a 
broken wing, and plunged into the sea with a hay- 
stack splash. One Kamikaze downl 
Ten minutes later, three "Vais" came winging 
across the seascape. Skimming the water, they began 
tc stunt around the Pringle, dipping and weaving 
and alternately opening and closing the range at dis- 
tances between 11,000 to 9,000 yards— bat-like tactics 
calculated to baffle the destroyer’s gunners. 

Although the wild maneuvering drew a steady fire 
that wore loaders and hot-shell men to a frazzle, 
Pringle’s gunners were not entirely baffled. One of 
the outside "Vais”— the plane lowest to the water— 
flew smack into a shell-splash and crashed. 


But the middle "Val" got in. Suddenly peeling off 
to make a shallow dive, the Kamikaze rushed at the 
ship with the velocity of a comet. At the "con" Lieu- 
tenant Commander Kelley tried to swing the ship 
away. The destroyer couldn’t make it. There was a 
blinding crash as the plane struck the ship’s super- 
structure just abaft the No. 1 stack. Either a pair of 
500‘s or a 1,000-pound bomb ripped into the ship’s 
interior. The resultant blast uprooted both smoke- 
stacks, wrecked the superstructure from pilot house 
to No. 3 gun mount, gutted the vessel amidships, 
and buckled her keel. 

All power instantly lost, the Pringle drifted for a 
moment in paralysis. Then her contorted hull broke 
in two, opening her engineering spaces to the sea. 
Bluejackets and officers smeared with oil, grease, and 
blood struggled out of the sinking weckage and 
dived, fell, or lowered themselves into the water. The 
sea swiftly closed over the fore and after sections of 
tliC ship. Within five minutes of tlie Kamikaze smash, 
Pringle was under. 

Valiant rescuers, destroyer-minelayer Hobson and 
the two landing craft whicli had been on station with 
Pringle were immediately on the job. Before noon 
most of the destroyer’s 258 survivors were picked up. 
Almost half of these were suffering from burns, frac- 
tures, shock, or minor injuries. They considered them- 
selves lucky. Sixty-two of their shipmates were gone. 

Bush, Colhoun, Mannert L. Abele, and now 
Pringle— four destroyers downed by Kamikazes off 
Okinawa in a little over three weeks’ time. And some 
30 destroyers and destroyer-escorts damaged by the 
pagan "Divine Wind." VT ammunition was not 
enough. Fighter cover of two planes for each picket 
station was insufficient. The system of “double-bank- 
ing" had to be reinforced. 

After the fiery death of Pringle, Admiral Spruance 
reported to Admiral Nimitz: 

"‘The skill and effectiveness of enemy suicide air 
attacks and the rate of loss and damage to ships are 
such that all available means should be employed to 
prevent further attacks. Recommend all available 
attacks with all available planes, including Twentieth 
Air Force, on Kyushu and Formosa fields.” 

Nimitz concurred in the recommendation. All 
available planes were mustered, and all available 
attacks were made on the designated airfields. But 
the lair of the Kamikaze was hard to find. The Spe- 
cial Attack Corps, brooding in secret nests in the 
home islands, the Nansei Shoto, and on Formosa, kept 
tliem flying— or kept them dying. Seven more de- 
stroyers were damaged by Kamikazes before Apr.il was 
out. And another, by way of variation, was struck by 
a suicide speed boat. 
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zines. Colhoun was still afloat when the ship she had 
tried to save went under. 

About five hours later Colhoun, herself, went un- 
der. Wilson fought to save her as he had fought to 
save Chevauer. But the battle proved hopeless. After 
the fourth crash, Wilson had decided to abandon ship 
except for a skeleton crew. When Cassin Young ap- 
proached, she was told that Colhoun could hold on 
for a time, and she was urged to hunt for Bush sur- 
vivors. LCS-84 stood by Colhoun to remove some of 
the crew. Then Young tried to tow, but the line 
parted. Electrical fires broke out. By 2300 the sea was 
sizzling over the redhot griddle of the main deck, 
and the ship had listed heavily to starboard. Leaving 
the charred and mangled bodies of slain shipmates to 
man her to the last, the Colhoun party finally went 
overside. 

Rescue vessels were waiting. The darkness closed 
in around the abandoned destroyer. Cassin Young 
stood off to bury her with gunfire. About 2330 the 
hull broke up, and Colhoun went down, wrapped 
in a shroud of steam. Down with her she took the 
bodies of one ofiicer and 34 men. Some 295 of the 
crew, including 21 wounded, survived the sinking. 

Endorsing Commander Wilson’s Action Report, 
Captain Moosbrugger wrote: "The entire perform- 
ance of Colhoun during her last action, including 
‘shooting* damage control, and handling of personnel 
to minimize losses, is an outstanding example of fight- 
ing spirit and combat efficiency" 

Loss of U.S.S. Mannert L. A bele 

Death stalked destroyer Mannert L. Abele in the 
afternoon of April 12, 1945, while the ship stood 
radar picket duty at her post off Okinawa. 

That was the day Franklin D. Roosevelt died, and 
the enemy thought to make capital of the tragedy 
which stunned the Allied world. Banzai! A great blitz 
by the Special Attack Corps while the American na- 
tion was in mourning. A monster suicide assault to 
celebrate the death of the American President. 

So the Kamikazes came, about 200 strong. With 
them they brought the Oka— the madman’s idiot little 
brother. The noonday sky was blue, and sunshine 
flecked the sea with gold. Then, all in a breath, the 
sky was spattered with shrapnel bursts and the sea- 
scape was gouged by explosions, smudged with smoke, 
streaked with oil, and cluttered with debris. 

Seventeen times the suiciders struck. Seventeen 
raids in which crazed Kamikazes and idiot Okas 
flung themselves upon the American ships off the 
Okinaiva shore. In that fiery tempest battleship Ten- 
nessee was struck. So was battleship Idaho. So were 
smaller vessels working near the beach. As usual. 


destroyers were in the vortex of this Kamikaze tor- 
nado. 

Destroyer-escort Whitehurst was hit. Destroyer 
Stanly was hit by a demented "Baka." Destroyer- 
escort Riddle was hit. Destroyer Cassin Young was 
hit. Destroyer-escort Rall was hit. Destroyer Purdy 
was hit. And one of the first to be struck was de- 
stroyer Mannert L. Abele, 

She was hit by two suiciders. The first, a Kamikaze, 
came screaming at her about 1445. Plunging dirough 
fusillades of AA fire, the plane smashed into the de- 
stroyer’s starboard side. The blast wiped out the 
after engine-room, hurling men and machinery sky- 
ward. Sixty seconds later, what was believed to be a 
"Baka” smashed into the ship’s starboard side, for- 
ward, blowing up the forward fireroom. 

The double blasting broke the ship’s back, and 
with her starboard side smashed in, she was soon 
swamped. Abele's captain. Commander A. E. Parker, 
had the satisfaction of knowing that the destroyer’s 
guns had shot down two of the attacking Kamikazes. 
But that was slim recompense for the loss of a new 
destroyer. The vessel’s main deck was awash almost 
immediately after the Oka smash. Three minutes 
later she went under. 

In those three minutes Lieutenant George L. Way 
packed enough action for a lifetime. Blown overside 
by the "Baka” blast. Way caught a line and clambered 
back on board the sinking ship. One minute gone. 
He spent the next sixty seconds rounding up all able 
hands forward, and setting them to work cutting 
loose and launching life rafts. Two minutes gone. A 
fraction of the third minute he spent in opening the 
hatch above the passageway to the plotting room-an 
exit for the men in that cubicle. Then he flung him- 
self at the port hatch of the forward engine-room. A 
dog was jammed. Somewhere Way snatched a crow- 
bar— a hammer— something. Pounding and wench- 
ing, he succeeded in breaking off the dog. Time was 
ticking; the main deck was awash. Way swung open 
the hatch as wavelets lapped and splashed at the 
combing. Out of the prisoned darkness below, and 
onto the current-swept deck came pale, grease- 
smeared men— ten who had been trapped— fen who 
were released from death. Time was up. But three 
minutes were enough for Lieutenant George L. Way- 
A Jap plane dropped a bomb squarely in the center 
of a large group of swimming survivors, and those 
who lived through this blasting found themscbes 
struggling in a sludge of oil and blood. Lieutenant 
(jg) John E. Hertner, ship’s Medical Officer, svorke 
valiantly over the wounded on the rafts and in t ic 
water. Seventy-three of the destroyer's crew were lost 
in the sinking; the fatalities would have been con 
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Hotter than a gust from hell, the "Divine Wind" 
kept on blowing throughout May. On the bottom off 
Okinawa, destroyers Bush, Colhoun, Abele, and 
Pringle would have company. 

Loss of U.S.S. Little 

As the Battle for Okinawa raged into May, all hope 
of a quick wind-up of "Operation Iceberg” expired. 
It expired in the crash of shells and bombs ashore 
where the Shuri Line sprawled across the terrain 
like the swath of a forest fire. And it expired in the 
island’s seething coastal waters where the transport ' 
areas were fouled with oil and debris, and where the 
destroyer picket line fought maniacal death from the 
sky. 

Foul weather might ground the Special Attack 
Corps for a day or two— long enough to give ex- 
hausted sailors a chance for a second breath. But any 
rift in the storm clouds, any lift of the rain, and the 
"Divine Wind” came scorching down from the sky. 
May brought no rest to the destroyermen off Oki- 
nawa. Alert followed alert. Lookouts, radar watch, 
all hands waited in tension for the next hour’s raid, 
or the surprise assault of the next moment. If an 
attack failed to develop, one could thank God for 
special favor. It was only a question of time before 
the Kamikazes would come. 

They came for destroyer LmxE (Commander Madi- 
son Hall, Jr.) early in the evening of May 3. She was 
on radar picket station with the new minelayer 
Aaron Ward and four smaller ships— an LSM and 
three LCS's. Such a group of landing craft stationed 
in company with a picket destroyer was commonly 
referred to as "The Pall Bearers.” Typical destroyer- 
man humor— the wry humor that carried many a 
small “small boy” through the ordeal of Okinawa. 

On the evening in question all the humor that 
could be mustered was needed. About 1415 the first 
"pips,” deadly as smallpox, were on the radar screen. 
Over TBS went the warning. Into action went the 
CIC. In housings and tubs the gun crews adjusted 
their helmets; fingered their weapons, waited with 
stomach muscles taut. 

“Here they come!” ' 

A growing roar— a flock of Jap planes streaking 
through the sky. Death approaching the ship. Harpies 
flitting across the sea. 

At 1843 they struck at the picket destroyer. 

Excerpt from Little’s Action Report: "One was 
vertical dive, one was low level, and one was gliding 
in. That such coordination could be achieved is al~ 
most unbelievable, but such was the case.” 

Little’s gunners got two of them. But four of them 
got Little. Like a chain of thunderbolts they 


smashed into the destroyer, shattering her superstnic- 
ture, crushing her hull, wrecking her vital machinery. 
It was all over in two minutes of volcanic eruption-^ 
four shattering explosions between 1843 and 1845. 
Then the broken ship was reeling in a turmoil of fire 
and smoke. The dead were vanishing in floodwater 
and flame. The living were going overside.- 
“The Pall Bearers” closed in. At 1855 Little sank 
into an Okinawa grave. Down with her she took 30 
of her crew. Some 280 survivors, 52 of them wounded, 
were quickly picked up by the rescuers. Seldom had 
a ship been subjected to such punishment-and sel- 
dom so many survivors lived to fight again. 

Loss of U.S.S. Luce 

Next day. May 4, was still another bad day for the 
picket line. Or, to put it in proper perspective, a day 
worse than usual. For every Okinawa day was a 24- 
hour ordeal of sweat and apprehension and nerve 
strain. 

May 4th was the last day for 149 of the aew of 
U.S.S, Luce and 152 of the crew of U.S.S, Morrison. 
The "Divine Wind” blew foul for the American De- 
stroyer Force that morning! 

Destroyer Luce (Commander J. W. Waterhouse) 
was stationed as fighter-director ship in the radar 
picket line. At 0740— the tag-end of the morning 
watch, when haggard crews were gulping coffee be- 
fore "going on,” and weary hands were sighing with 
what little relief could be had from "going off”-at 
0740 the enemy bat-men were sighted. Then nobody 
went off watch. Bong! Bong! Bong! General Quarters! 
A concerted dash for battle stations. Gunners scram- 
bling to their mounts. Talkers hitching into their 
gear. The C.I.C, team pitching in. Babel on the radio- 
telephone. The CAP fighter planes vectored out to 
intercept. Back-talk between ship and sky. 

"Bugeye One, this is Bugeye! Five bandits at Angel 
six! Vector six zero. Buster! Over!” 

“Bugeye, this is Bugeye One! Tallyhol Splashed 
one Emily and one Judy! Out! 

The CAP fighters intercepted, American and Jap 
planes tangling and weaving in furious dogfight. But 
two of the Japs escaped the aerial melee, Down the 
sky they came as though in grooves, straight for de- 
stroyer Luce. 

Her guns rattled and banged, flaying the air with 
flak, but the planes ripped in through the blazing 
curtain. One smashed into the ship’s starboard side 
abreast of the No. 1 stack. The explosion showered 
the superstructure with fire, spreading flames over a 
mangle of men, guns, and machinery. The second 
plane roared in on the port quarter to crash the huff 
near the after engine-room. Framework gave under 
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officer who made a study of this ship’s performance. 

On 9 May Oberrender was patrolling on AfS 
Screening Station No. A-34-A off Okinawa. At 
1840 her crew was called to GQ when enemy planes 
were reported over the inter-fighter director circuit 
to be in the vicinity. At 1844 an enemy plane was 
reported 34 miles away. Several more reports were 
received on this plane. Oberrender picked it up on 
her SA radar at 16 miles and plotted it in to 1.5 
miles. At 1850 flank speed of 24 knots was rung up. 
At 1852 the plane was picked up visually, bearing 
about 260°, range about 9,000 yards, altitude 
18,000 feet, position angle 35°. The sun was near 
the western horizon at this time, and the atmos- 
phere was very clear, although visibility of the 
plane was impeded somewhat by the fact that it 
was approaching out of the west. At about the 
time Oberrender sighted the plane, it started a 
power dive for her at an angle of descent of about 
35°. The ship was put in a hard left turn and fire 
was opened with both 5-inch guns. The 40 mm. 
guns opened fire at about 4,000 yards range. Almost 
immediately after these guns opened fire, a 40 mm. 
shell hit the engine of the plane at a range of 
about 3,000 yards and 40 mm. shells appeared to be 
registering hits from there in. At about 2,000 yards 
a 5-inch burst seemed to loosen the port wing. It 
was flapping from there in to about 250 yards, 
when it came off the plane altogether. Guns 21, 23, 
25, 26, and 27 opened fire at about 1,500 yards. 
Guns 29 and 30 were not able to fire as the after 
5-inch gun was firing right over them. As the plane 
closed in, the ship had swung around sufficiently 
far in the turn to bring it well back on the star- 
board quarter, almost dead aft. When the wing 
came off, the plane swen/ed somewhat to the right, 
but not quite enough to miss the ship altogether. 
It hit the gun platform of Gun 25 a glancing blow. 
The port wing, which was floating clear of the 
plane, hit the after fireroom uptake just below the 
stack, doing slight damage. The plane was on fire 
and smoking badly for the last 2,000 or 2,500 
yards. Guns 25 and 27 continued firing until the 
plane actually hit Gun 25, and they were getting 
hits. The plane itself did little damage other than 
demolish the gun bucket of Gun 23. What is be- 
lieved to have been a 500-pound delayed-action 
bomb apparently went through the main deck a 
few inches inside the starboard gunwale, and the 
bomb went off in the forward fireroom, causing 
very heavy damage in the amidships area of the 
ship. At 1940 a patrol craft-PCE (R) 855-came 
alongside and remained there until all serious per- 
sonnel casualties had been transferred to her. At 


2045 the tug Tekesta passed a line and towed 

Oberrender in to Kerama Retto. 

At Kerama Retto the DE’s battle damage was care- 
fully examined. Naval technicians shook their heads. 
Oberrender was beyond all hope of repair. On July 
25, 1945, she was stricken from the Navy’s roster. 

This ship s destruction was another example of 
the deadliness of a Kamikaze suicide dive. The gun- 
ners riddled the plane, tore off one of its wings, and 
doubtless perforated the pilot. But with his last gasp, 
he steered his disintegrating bomber into the DE. 

Eight of Oberrender’s crew were lost in the 
action. Probably slain by the bomb explosion, they 
were the ship’s only fatalities. Of the 53 in the ship’s 
company who were wounded by the blasting, a num- 
ber might have died but for the foresight of the 
vessel’s captain. 

Here is an explanatory paragraph taken verbatim 
from the ship's Action Report: 

Where a large number of persons are injured at a 
single stroke, as was the case here, the normal Phar- 
macist’s Mate complement is of course unequal to 
handling the situation. Moreover, on such occasions 
the services of repair party personnel are apt to be 
urgently needed to combat fires, etc., so that they are 
not available to assist the Pharmacist’s Mates, With 
this possibility in mind, we had developed a group 
of about six men with considerable first-aid experi- 
ence, had given them battle stations which were not 
of a vital nature for ship operation or gunnery, and 
had trained them to take the lead in first-aid work if 
needed. Also we had emphasized first-aid for all hands 
in our training program. Both of these policies paid 
dividends. The group which had been especially 
trained for first-aid turned to throughout the ship 
and were assisted by any men who could be spared 
from other stations, leaving the repair parties sub- 
stantially intact to combat damage. . . . 

If the ship was beyond salvage, the wounded were 
not. The crew expressed its gratitude to Lieutenant 
Commander Samuel Spencer, U.S.N.R. 

Loss of U.S.S. Longshaw 

Longshaw was one of the two American destroyers 
downed off Okinawa by some agent other than 
Kamikaze. (Lost in a minefield, Halugan was the 
first non-Kamikaze fatality.) 

Nevertheless, the Longshaw sinking could be 
directly attributed to the "Divine Wind’’ hurricane. 
In Okinawa’s stormy coastal waters the destroyer had 
been worn to the bone, her crew exhausted by non- 
stop duty and a continuous strain of aerial alerts. At 
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available pumping facilities were rushed into action. 
Everything that could be done to bail out the flood 
was tried. But the flooding could not be controlled. 
As the deck went sodden under foot and the ship's 
stern settled deeper in the sea. Commander Keyes 
ordered the vessel abandoned. 

The men had time to go overside with care. The 
badly wounded were handled gently, and those suffer- 
ing from minor injuries— sprains, lacerations, a few 
burns— were not compelled to endure long immersion 
in salt water. All 61 of the wounded were thus en- 
abled to recover. And die entire cretv was removed 
from the Wiluam D. Porter before she sank. 

At 1119 the abandoned ship went under. Her sur- 
vivors, watching from the LCS's, might well have 
pinclted themselves to verify their salvation. William 
D. Porter was the eleventh American destroyer 
melted down in the crucible of Okinawa. Her crew 
was the only one to come through without a single 
fatality. 

Loss of U.S.S. Twiggs 

By the third week in June the battle for Okinawa 
was drawing to a bitter end. Implacably the forces 
of General Buckner were closing in on the remnant 
regiments of Ushijima's 32nd Army, standing in the 
craggy hills of southern Okinatva with their backs to 
the sea. 

The Navy, too, closed in. Shore bombardments 
were called for as the cornered Japs neared land’s 
end. These were dangerous assignments, for the 
enemy forces were dying hard. And the Kamikaze 
flyers were setting the pace. 

During the evening of June 16 the rabid airmen 
struck again. One of diem struck at a destroyer which 
was standing offshore for bombardment duty— the 
U.S.S. Twiggs, captained by Commander George 
Philip. 

Time: about 2030. The plane, a "Jill" torpedo- 
bomber, dropped down out of the dusk like a thun- 
derbolt. When detected, it was less than 1,000 yards 
from the destroyer, and coming with die velocity of 
a bullet. An unleashed torpedo knifed into the water 
and raced at the ship. Before Twiggs could be swung 
away, the torpedo ripped into the No. 2 magazine. 
Then the plane crashed into the ship, aft. 

Torpedo explosion— magazine explosion— aircraft 
explosion— the triple blasting tore the destroyer's 
frame and sent sheets of fire flagging through her 
superstructure. Damage controlraen never had a 
chance. All in a gust the ship was a furnace, with men 
fighting their way topside to escape roasting heat and 
suffocating smoke, only to find the deck a burning 
griddle. 


All able hands rallied to rescue the wounded, battle 
the fire, and save the ship, but the Twiggs had be- 
come a deadi-trap. Thirty minutes after the Kamikaze 
smash, the ship’s after magazine blew up with a 
shattering detonation. The vessel plunged immedi- 
ately. Down with her she took 18 of her 22 officers. 
One hundred and sixty-five men were lost witli the 
ship. Down with the destroyer went her captain. 
Commander Philip. 

The survivors drifted in clots on the sea, and 
waited for help to come. Presently destroyer Putnam 
arrived to pick up these latest victims of the “Divine 
Wind.” Many of the 131 who were recovered needed 
surgery and hospitalization. The three surviving offi- 
cers were among the wounded: the Twiggs disaster 
was one of tlie feiv in which every officer in the em- 
battled ship was either killed or injured. 

She was the twelfth destroyer downed off Okinawa, 
and she was downed in the twelfth week of the cam- 
paign. One destroyer a week, and a destroyer-escort 
in addition— “Operation Iceberg” and tlie Kikusui- 
Kamikaze program would never be forgotten by the 
Navy’s destroyermen. 

But the campaign was not over. Okinawa had yet 
to be secured. 

Loss of U.S.S. Underhill 

On June 21, 1945, Japanese resistance on Okinawa 
collapsed in a horror of banzai charges and hari-kiri. 
By evening the carnage was ended. Under a flutter of 
white flags, Japanese officers came stumbling across 
tlie fields of dead to surrender their long swords to 
the Americans. From foxholes and caves the remnant 
Japanese infantrymen emerged like corpses from 
catacombs. The frayed and hangdog left-overs of the 
32nd Imperial, they had no stomach for hari-kiri. 

The surrender of this riddled and skeletal garri- 
son is generally regarded as the last act of the Okin- 
awa campaign. Officially the island had fallen. "Op- 
eration Iceberg" was over. The Navy trained its big 
guns on Japan’s home islands to the north, and 
Admiral Nimitz set the course for Tokyo. 

But a mop-up of the Okinawa Area was imperative. 
In the neighboring Nansei Shoto backwaters there 
were hold-outs— nests of midget submarines; hidden 
torpedo-boats; concealed Kamikazes. Convoys to 
Okinawa, minesweepers working through the Nansei 
Shoto, and warships patrolling the chain from For- 
mosa to Yaku never knew when a suicider might 
strike. Off Okinawa the line of radar pickets main- 
tained vigilant watch. By all indications the "Divine 
Wind” hurricane had blown itself into history, but 
there remained suicidal undercurrents in the sea. 

Late in July, 1945, one of those undercurrents 
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come only too well acquainted with the all-or-nothirig 
Kikusui program. 

On May 28 the Kamikazes flew over the picket line 
in swarms. And some 115 were reported “splashed" 
that day. Influence type ammunition, "double-bank- 
ing,” and CAP cover were exterminating more and 
more of the aerial suiciders. But not enough for the 
saving of U.S.S. Drexler. During the later part of 
tlte morning watch six Kamikazes broke through the 
screen shielding the Drexler-Lowry group. This 
suicide squad made a coordinated attack on Drexler. 

Riddled by Drexler’s fire, two of the planes 
plunged into the sea. And two failed to strike the 
ship. But the remaining two, power-diving, rammed 
the destroyer full-gun. The blast of the second strike 
opened Drexler’s deck to the sky, and threw her over 
on her beam. She never returned to an even keel. 

Tons of water sluiced into her torn hull, swamp- 
ing her lower compartments. Deeper and deeper her 
beam went under, until she was lying on her side in 
the sea. Just 49 seconds after the final suicide strike 
the ship rolled over with a great, founting splash, and 
went down. 

Nearly all hands below decks were imprisoned in 
the vessel. Those topside were either flung or man- 
aged to jump from the ship as it capsized. The “Pall 
Bearers” stood in to the rescue. About 170 officers and 
men were picked up, 51 of their number wounded. 
One hundred and fifty-eight men and eight officers 
died with the ship. 

Captain C. A. Buchanan, ComDesRon 36, wrote of 
Drexler: 

"The Squadron Commander feels that the Drex- 
ler’s combat record, though short, is one of which she 
can well be proud. As of 28 May, 1945, she had per- 
formed radar picket duty, off Okinawa, during a busy 
period, for a total of 15 days. During this period she 
shot down two suicide planes, possibly destroyed one 
or more during night attacks, assisted in the destruc- 
tion of three more and, finally, took two down with 
her." 

Halligan, Bush, Colhoun, Mannert L. Abele, 
Pringle, Little, Luce, Morrison, Oberrender, 
Longshaw, Drexler— the Navy’s destroyerraen were 
taking it in “Operation Iceberg.” And four more 
DD’s were to go down before the> Okinawa campaign 
was over. 

Loss of U.S.S. William D. Porter 

By the first of June victory for the American forces 
on Okinawa was dimly in sight. Over Shuri Castle, 
citadel of the Japanese defense line, a tattered Stars 
and Stripes slatted in the wind. Some 50,000 corpses. 


one-time men of the 32nd Imperial Army, lay dead in 
the crumbled fortifications of the Shuri Line. The 
troops of General Simon Buckner were slugging re- 
lentlessly forward, while General Ushijima retreated 
to a “previously prepared position” in the south to 
make a suicide stand. 

On May 27 Admirals Spruance and Mitscher had 
relinquished sea-air commands to' Admirals Halsey 
and McCain. The Naval forces at Okinawa now were, 
designated “Third Fleet,” but they were the same 
battle-scorched ships and combat-weary men that had 
been there from the beginning of “Iceberg.” 

On June 4 the Kamikazes struck in a series of 18 
raids. They were shot down in flocks; no picket fine 
destroyers were so much as damaged. 

On the 5th the man-made “Divine Wind” was 
reinforced by a tempest of nature that played havoc 
with the American fleet. Swirling out of the ocean 
east of Formosa, a rampaging typhoon smote the 
Okinawa area and caught Halsey’s heavy ships steam- 
ing northward to strike at Kyushu. In this cataclysm 
of wind and water the bow was torn from the cruiser 
Pittsburgh, carrier Hornet was damaged, and about 
20 other ships suffered injury. 

On June 5, battleship Mississippi and cruiser Lou- 
isville were struck by Kamikaze planes as the “Divine 
Wind” rushed into the vacuum in the typhoon wake. 
Attacking the mainstays of Halsey’s fleet, the suiciders 
committed it the easy way. On the 7th the raids con- 
tinued, and more suicide pilots died in flames. But 
the Kamikazes got a ship on the 10th of June. Victim 
was the William D. Porter. 

Gaptained by Commander C. M. Keyes, the de- 
stroyer was on radar picket duty at Station No. 15. 
She was a veteran ship with old hands on her bridge 
and at her guns, and she gave a good account of her- 
self in this, her last, battle. 

The Kamikaze showed up early in the forenoon 
watch. At a distance of four miles the plane was 
identified as a “bandit,” and as it hove into near view 
it turned out to be a "Val.” 

William D. Porter and the four LCS “Pall 
Bearers” with her splotched the air with ack-ack. 
Then they splotched ack-ack on the plane, but it still 
came on. 

Diving at the destroyer, the Kamikaze struck the 
sea close aboard, and blew up with a shattering blast. 
The tremendous concussion had the effect of a mine 
explosion, crushing the underside of Porters hull 
and opening her stem to the flood. The inrush could 
not be stemmed, and in a short time the entire after 
part of the ship was swamped. 

Moving up alongside, the four “Pall Bearers 
joined in the destroyer’s battle for buoyancy. All 
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A roaring cloud o[ fire that consumes the ship’s 
forecastle in a gust. A dreadful rain of debris splash- 
ing niar and far in the sea. When the smoke clears 
aside, the entire fore part of the ship, everytliing for- 
ward of the stack, is gone. Everything except a small 
chunk of the bow whicli bobs up and floats away and 
gradually sinks in an eddy off to starboard. The 
truncated destroyer-escort w'allows in the sea with 
mangled machinery spilling out of her open wounds. 

It would seem tliat Underhill herself was target 
for the thing she struck. Most of tlie survivors 
thought it was a midget submarine. A few, who 
glimpsed it from a distance, described it as some kind 
of human torpedo. Whatever its construction, the 
vessel was packed witli high explosive, and evidence 
suggests that it was dedicated to a suicide mission. 

With reference to the tactics employed by the 
human torpedoes or midgets involved in that fatal 
scrimmage. Lieutenant Rich stated: 

“There evidently was no attempt on the part of 
the submarines to take any action against us, nor did 
they seem to take any against the other ships. They 
did not fire any torpedoes that we know of or make 
any attempt of their own to ram. . . . They seemed to 
be just kind of teasing us on, trying to lure us on to 
ram them—which we did.” 

Patrol craft ran in to take off the destroyer-escort's 
survivors. Some 116 of the Underhill crew were 
rescued: 112 had perished in the shattering blast. 
Ten of the ship’s 14 officers were lost. Lost with them 
was Underhill’s captain. Lieutenant Commander 
Newcomb. 

When tlie last of llie survivors were on board PC 
803 and PC 804, the rescue craft moved away, and 
PCE 872 stood in to sink the drifting hulk with gun- 
fire. On the Okinawa road the Jap suiciders had 
claimed another Destroyer Force victim. 

They would claim one more before tlieir terrible 
cult was squelched. 

Loss of U.S.S. Callaghan 

During the last fortnight of July, 1945, destroyer 
Callaghan (Commander C. M. Bertholf), flagship of 
Captain A. E. Jarrell, ComDesRon 55, was on radar 


picket station off Okinawa. With her on station were 
destroyers Prichett and Cassin Young and diree 
LCS’s. 

Callaghan had seen her share of the Pacific War. 
More than her share. The barrels of her guns were 
■worn from hours of incessant firing. Her director 
system needed overhaul; her topside was weather- 
beaten; her engines were tired. For 18 months ship 
and crew had been on the go, climaxing this tour of 
duty on the rugged "Iceberg" front. Now she was due 
to go /lome— overhaul for the ship; recuperation for 
tlie crew. As the mid-ivatch came on and the ship’s log 
entered the 29th, the crew could hardly bear the 
anticipation. Destroyer Laws was coming to relieve 
the Callaghan; tliis was to be her last hour on sta- 
tion at Okinawa. 

It was to be her last hour— period. 

At 0030 a “bogey" was reported. 

At 0031 tlie crew was rushed to General Quarters. 

An instant later the 5-incli batteries opened fire, 
smearing the night sky with splashes of flame. 

Then the plane was seen as a Kamikaze heading 
straight for Callaghan. 

At 0041 tlie plane crashed into the ship near the 
No. 3 upper handling-room. 

A thunderclap blast rocked the destroyer, and then, 
at 0045, the handling-room exploded. 

The ship listed to starboard as flames gushed from 
tlie wreckage topside, and the sea rushed into her 
after compartments, swamping her stem. 

At 0060 all hands, witli the exception of a salvage 
party, were ordered to abandon. 

The "Pall Bearers" dosed in to pick up the sur- 
vivors and bring medical aid to the 71 men and two 
officers who were wounded. 

At 0143 die salvage party abandoned the fiery hulk- 

Forty-six bluejackets and an oScer were lost ivith 
the ship in this most unlucky sinking. Callaghan 
had 12 Jap planes painted cn her director; the 
Kamikaze that killed her ■wculd have been the ISth. 
(As Captain Jarrell remarieL the destroyer sizzzl; 
found one plane that she erdd zcz shoot dovm,) Ann. 
dying, she was the thL-tesn-J; and last American ii- 
stroyer to go dov.-n in *Jce battle of Okinav.^ 





proved fatal for destroyer-escort Underhill. Cap- 
tained by Lieutenant Commander R. M, Newcomb, 
U.S.N.R., the DE was serving as a unit in a group 
escorting a convoy of seven LST’s and a merchant- 
man on the Okinawa-to-Philippines run. 

In the afternoon of July 24 the ships were steaming 
in formation some 150 miles northeast of Luzon. 
Underhill was marching along in the convoy’s van, 
her engines drumming their smooth rhythm. The 
convoy was bound for Leyte, after eight days at 
Okinawa. It was always a relief to leave Okinawa 
astern. 

Yet at sea one never could tell, one never knew. 
And on that afternoon Destiny placed her invisible 
finger on Underhill, and the little destroyer-escort 
was a marked ship. Lieutenant E. M. Rich, U.S.N.R., 
described the action as he saw and heard it evolve: 

We had just changed course and were all pre- 
pared to start a new patrol plan for the escorts 
when we got a sound contact just about 1400. We 
started an attack on the sound contact, were all 
set to drop our depth charges, but the contact did 
not look good. The ASW officer said it was mushy 
and seemed to have no doppler, no movement, 
and he didn’t think it was a good contact. He ad- 
vised the captain, since we were directly ahead of 
the convoy, not to drop any charges. 

The captain decided it was the best plan and 
changed course to port to come over in front of the 
convoy again, which had changed course in the 
meantime, and as we changed course we sighted a 
floating mine on our port side about 25 yards 
away. So immediately we advised the convoy that 
we had a mine there, it was in their path, and 
advised them to change course. We told them we’d 
stand by the mine, and as soon as they were clear 
we’d try to sink it by gunfire. 

We maneuvered around the mine waiting for 
them to clear, and then began firing on the mine. 
We still had the sound contact and as we lay there 
maneuvering around, the contact began looking 
better, began to have some movement, and we got 
a little down doppler on it and it seemed to be 
firmer. 

We sent one of the PC’s, the other escorts, over 
to see if he could pick up the contact. A few min- 
utes later he reported he had contact and he was 
going to drop charges. We had lost contact in the 
meantime at a range of about 2,300 yards. We were 
still trying to sink the mine, hadn’t been able to 
sink it yet, although I am sure we hit it several 
times. The PC went ahead and dropped charges. 
We saw the explosions in the water. 


Just a few second afterwards, we saw a periscope 
come up aft of the place where the charges had 
exploded. As soon as the periscope was sighted, 
General Quarters were set, and I went to my posi- 
tion down in the log room as damage control 
officer. 

We turned and headed for the periscope. I could 
get some account of what was going on over the 
sound-powered telephone. I heard the lookouts 
give the bearing a time or two of the periscope. 
The word was passed over the phones and over the 
Public Address system to stand by to ram. Im- 
mediately afterwards it was changed to set a shal- 
low pattern of depth charges. 

We went on for a short period of time and then 
we heard the depth charges explode and shortly 
after that I heard the message go out over the 
TBS. . . . 1 heard the captain report, "We got one 
Jap midget submarine. We can see oil and debris 
on the surface.” 

We evidently went out and began to turn to 
come back to the original position again when we 
sighted another periscope, and immediately started 
for that one. ... A short time later I heard the 
range given from somewhere as 700 yards. Then 
the word was passed again to stand by to ram. 

Shortly after that I heard the talker say, "He's 
looking right at us.” Then I got braced ready for 
the collision. 1 felt two sharp jars so we just hit 
something— had gone over the top of it. Then right 
after that came an explosion. I lost my phones. 
Everything went dark in the log room, and in feel- 
ing around trying to find my phones I discovered 
water coming in. I thought the ship was sinking. 
... As soon as I got outside I tried to get ahold of 
Control. ... I couldn’t find a phone near-by so 1 
went aft to the fantail where I found a set of phones. 
I tried to phone Control, and someone told me we 
didn’t have any Control. Then I realized that the 
whole forward end of the ship had been blown off 
up to the forward fireroom bulkhead; all fonoard 
of that was gone. All the bridge area, the bridge 
structure and the mast . . . all had been blown off. 

There was no Action Report left by Underhill. 
The officers who could have written it were gone. No 
testimony was given by witnesses who had been on 
the ship’s bow. None remained to testify. 

But the ship herself bore evidence to what had 
happened. When the periscope was sighted. Lieu- 
tenant Commander Newcomb had conned the DE m 
a dash to ram the enemy. Wings of spray arched at 
the ship’s stem; all hands hung on for the smash; a 
vague shadow lurked in the water ahead; and then— 
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CHAPTER 38 


THE BATTLE SCARRED 



Ohinawa Crash Bill 

lLiglu)'-ciglu dcsiroycrs and 30 dcstroycr-cscorts ^v'cre damaged in 
die Battle for Okinawa. Those figures sum up to nearly a third of 
tlie total for all warship types damaged in tlic “Iceberg” operation. 

Not all of the wounded DD’s and DE’s were injured hy Kamikazes. 
Several were struck by "Baka" rockets. Several were hit by suicide 
boats. A number Avere raked by friendly fire; a fetv were struck by 
the fire of enemy shore batteries. A few were storm-battered. And 
several were injured by collision. But Kamikaze wounds were by far 
in the majority and by far the worst; some of the DD’s and DE’s dis- 
abled by the suicide planes suffered worse punishment tlian the 


ships which were sunk by Kamikaze strikes. Destroyer 
William D. Porti;r, for c.xamplc, went dou-n without 
a single fatality, ^\’hcreas destroyer Hazi:lwood, dis- 
abled by a Kamikaze smash, reeled out of action with 
46 dead, including her Captain and "Exec.” Simi- 
larly disabled, destroyer Braine made port with 50 
dead and 78 wounded. Destroyer-escort Bowers came 
out of a suicide crash with half her aew lying dead 
or injured. In general, crew casualties were heaviest 
in the ships which went do\\’n, but there were excru- 
ciating losses in many of the vessels whicli survived 
Kamikaze onslaught. 

A volume could be written about the masterful 
performances of the officers and men (so abjectly 
impersonalized by the term "personnel") who brought 
bruised and battered ships out of tlie Okinawa Aver- 
nus. Another volume might discuss the specific sub- 
ject of damage control, devoting chapters to indi- 
vidual cases as remarkable as any in naval history. 

This text can do no more than brief in a few of 
the episodes— casualties which were typical, and out- 
standing instances of ship-saving. On the following 
pages are presented an abbreviated list of the DD’s 
and DE’s damaged at Okinawa— a tabulation enu- 
merating the ships that received combat injuries 
which were sufficient to hamper the vessel’s operation 


if they did not completely disable the ship. 

Destroyer Franks, the first DD to suffer serious 
injury after "Love Day," svas one of tlie few badly 
hurt by collision. On April 2 she was serving in a 
Fast Carrier Task Group which svas tlien about 100 
miles to the eastward of Okinawa. Late in the eve- 
ning, ivltile maneuvering from a plane-guard station 
to a screening station, Franks sideswiped the battle- 
ship New Jersey. The collision demolished the port 
wing of the destroyer’s bridge, wiped out several 40 
mm. directors and a 40 mm. gun, mangled the super- 
structure, and canted the No. 2 stack. Crushed on the 
bridge wing, the destroyer’s captain. Commander D. 
R. Stephan, died the following day. Lieutenant G. F. 
Case, Executive Officer, took tlie mauled vessel into 
Uliihi. 

The damaging of Newcomb, Leutze, Mullany, 
FIyman, Howorth, Morris, Haynsworth, Harri- 
SON , and Fieberi.ing set the pattern for the Okinawa 
casualty list. Wounded in the "Divine Wind" tor- 
nado of April 6, all were Kamikaze victims. 

Destroyers Newcomb and Leutze were at adjacent 
screening stations tliat day. Positioned off Okinawa, 
they were covering the heav 7 ships of Task Force 54. 
Down the afternoon sky came the suicide squadrons, 
tlie CAP fighters intercepted; tlie battle splintered 
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en route to a strike on Tokyo-a routine maneuver enacted with 
all the drama of the eternal struggle of men against the sea. 
Life on a destroyer is hard and ifs hilarious, too. Every simple 


act may be a struggle: to stand upright, to f 

decode a message, to eat three square meals a day. The ship 

and the sea are equally alive with the bluejackets themselves. 



It wasn’t all gruesome. Pictures of battle damage can create a 
badly distorted impression. As a matter of cold fact, the de- 
stroyer is the most admired unit of the Fleet. Destroyer duty 


separates the men from the boys; a real sailor prefers it over 
anything else. This picture may contain a clue to the reason 
why. The destroyer is refueling from the battleship Wisconsin 






im 






JV/ial becomes of n suicide pilot? This is the wrcchage created 
by a crash into the sick bay of Curtis (AT ■/). Took hard and you 
can make out the fanatical mcsseuj’er of the "Divine ITind." 


At first, veteran Japanese pilots "volunteered" for Kamikaze 
duty, but toward the final days of the xvar any pilot and plane 
seemed good enough to be sacrificed in a suicide mission. 
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DESTROYERS AND DESTROYER-ESCORTS DAMAGED AT OKINAWA (Continued) 


Ship 

Commanding Officer 

Date 

Damage 

Casualties 
Killed Wounded 

Wesson (DE) 

Lt. Comdr. H. Scars, u.s.n.r. 

April 7 

Major 

8 

25 

Bennett (DD) 

Comdr. J. N. McDonald 

April 7 

Major 

3 

18 

Gregory (DD) 

Comdr. Bruce McCandless 

April 8 

Major 

— 

2 

Charles J, Badger (DD) 

Comdr. J. H. Cotten 

April 9 

Major 

— 


Manlove (DE) 

Lt. Comdr. E. P. Foster, Jr., u.s.n.r. 

April 11 

Minor 

1 

10 

Kidd (DD) 

Comdr. H. G. Moore 

April 11 

Major 

38 

55 

Hank (DD) 

Comdr. G. M. Chambers 

April 11 

Minor 

3 

1 

Hale (DD) 

Comdr. D. W. Wilson 

April 11 

Minor 

— 

2 

Whitehurst (DE) 

Lt. ]. C. Horton, u.s.n.r. 

April 12 

Major 

37 

31 

Bennion (DD) 

Comdr. R. H. Holmes 

April 12 
April 30 

Minor 

Minor 

1 

6 

Stanly (DD) 

Lt. Comdr. R. S. Harlan 

April 12 

Medium 

- 

3 

Riddle (DE) 

Lt. Comdr. F. P. Steele, u.s.n.r. 

April 12 

Medium 

1 

9 

Cassin Young (DD) 

Co7ndr. ]. W. Ailes, HI 

April 12 

Major 

1 

59 

Rall (DE) 

Lt. Comdr. C. B. Taylor, U.S.N.R. 

April 12 

Major 

21 

38 

Purdy (DD) 

Comdr. F. L. Johnson 

April 12 

Major 

13 

58 

SiGSBEE (DD) 

Comdr. G. P. Chunghoon 

April 14 

Major 

3 

75 

McDermut (DD) 

Comdr. C. B. Jennings 

April 16 

Major 

2 

33 

Laffey (DD) 

Comdr. F. J. Becton 

April 16 

Major 

32 

71 

Bo^VERS (DE) 

Lt. Comdr. C. F. Highfield, u.s.n.r. 

April 16 

Major 

48 59 

(many fatally) 

Bryant (DD) 

Comdr. G. C. Seay 

April 16 

Major 

34 

33 

Wadsworth (DD) 

Comdr. R. D. Fussclman 

April 22 

Minor 

- 

1 

Ammen (DD) 

Comdr. J. H. Broiun 

April 21 

Minor 

- 

8 

ISHERWOOD (DD) 

Comdr. L. E. Schmidt 

April 27 

M ajor 

42 

41 

Hutchins (DD) 

Lt. Comdr. A. R. Olsen 

April 6 
April 27 

Minor 

Major 

1 

3 

18 

Ralph Talbot (DD) 

Comdr. W. S. Brown, u.s.n.r. 

April 27 

Major 

5 

9 

Daly (DD) 

Twiggs (DD) 

Comdr. R. R. Bradley, Jr. 

Comdr. G. Philip, Jr. 

April 28 
April 28 

Minor 

Major 

3 

No data 

33 

J/) 

Haggard (DD) 

Lt. Comdr. V. J. Soballe 

April 29 

Major 

11 

40 

Hazlewood (DD) 

Hudson (DD) 

England (DE) 

Evans (DD) 

Hugh W. Hadley (DD) 
Bache (DD) 

John C. Butler (DE) 
Douglas H. Fox (DD) 
Cowell (DD) 

Stormes (DD) 

Comdr. V. P. Douw 

Comdr. R. R. Pratt 

Lt. J. A. Williamson, u.s.n.r. 

Comdr. R. J. Archer 

Comdr. B. J. Mullaney 

Lt. Comdr. A. R. McFarland 

Lt. Cmdr. J. E. Pace 

Comdr. R. M. Pitts 

Comdr. C. L. Werts 

Comdr. W. N. Wylie 

April 29 

April 22 
May 4 
May 9 
May 11 
May 11 
May 13 
May 20 
May 17 
May 25 
May 25 

Major 46 

(Including Captain) 
Minor - 

Major - 

Major 54 

Major 31 

Major 28 

Major 41 

Medium - 

Major 9 

Minor - 

Major 21 

26 

1 

30 

29 

67 

32 

3 

35 

2 

16 

Anthony (DD) 

Braine (DD) 

Shubrick (DD) 

Comdr. C. J. VanArsdall, Jr. 

Comdr. W. W. Fitts 

Lt. Comdr. J. C. Jolly 

May 27 
June 7 
May 27 
May 29 

Minor 

Minor 

Major 

Major 

50 

32 

5 

78 

28 
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solitar)' gtiard. No sooner had tlic CAP fighters with- 
drawn on the evening of the 8ih than a trio of 
’’bogies" shower! tip on Gkicory’s radar screen, idc- 
Candicss braced his ship to make a b.rttlc of it. And 
die first plane dial attacked, a "Sonia," was given a 
ferocious l.ashing. 

Bttt die "Sonia" could not be stopped. Witli frag- 
ments siiowcring from her wings and with ir.rccr eat- 
ing into her fuselage, the plane advanced in a step- 
glide to crash the CRj.r.onY's port side near the water- 
line, amidships. The gig. which svas rigged out, ab- 
sorbed some of die shock. But the impact was enough 
to start leaks svhirh fiwKlcd the fonord fircioom and 
the for.vard engine-room to a depth of three feet. 
While her repair parties svcrc shoring nji cracked 
plates and pumping brine, Gsucory's gtiimcts 
knocked down tv.o more "Sonias." One of them, 
skimming over the ship, carried .away a r.adio antenna. 
Bm Gi'.rcor.Y needed to trantmii no cal! for help, .and 
the only "ncNt of kin" to be notifict! svere Jajiancse. 

Early in the mor ning of .-kpri! 9, dcstroscr Git.snu.s 
J. BAixrrii (Commander J. H. Gotten) took a bad 
mauling from a suicidcr. .•\ftcr dcliscring a harassing 
barrage from a fire-support station oil Kent Saki, 
Okinawa, the ship was lung to in the p:c-dav.-n dark. 
The morning vcatch had just come on when a higli- 
posveted boat engine was he.ird to starboard. clo'C 
aboard. About seven seconds later a stunning under- 
svatcr blast shook the desiroscr; evidently the strange 
craft had dropped a depth charge. The enemy 
cscipcd before lUtxnjt's gunncis could fire a shot. 
And the destroyer was sorely hurt. Buckled and rup- 
tured, her ic.aking after fircroom let .a flood into the 
after engine-room. Live steam spurted from broken 
lines, filling the after fircroom with a scalding fog. 
The starboard main shaft, jolted out of alignment, 
held Uic starboard main engine inoperative, and the 
ship v.’as unable to get under way. Her SC radar, 
sonar gear, and gyro compass were scotched. AH 
pumps in the after fireroom v.-crc damaged, and the 
available fire and bilge pumps, nislicd into emergenq' 
service, could barely cope with the swirling flood that 
poured in through the ruptured plates. 

I^tcr that morning the tug Tawauonj bustled up 
to moor alongside and undertake salvage operations. 
By 0715 the Badcij'., on a tow line, svas cn route to 
Kcrama Retto. One of the few destroyers disabled by 
a suicide boat, she w.ns out of the war for the dura- 
tion. At that she was luckier thati the destroyer 
Hutchins, whicli was blasted by a suicide boat in the 
gloom before dawn of May 27. Hutchins managed to 
reach Kcrama Retto under her own steam, but in 
addition to severe damage, she had 18 of her crew 
wounded. 


.As the casualty list indicates, April 11, April 12, 
and .April Ifi svcrc nightmare days on the Okinawa 
picket line. During the afternoon of the lllh, de- 
stroyer Kmt) received an atrocious blasting from a 
Kotnihaze v.-hich struck her at the svatcrlinc and burst 
into ilic forw.ird fircroom. The destroyer's captain, 
Commander H. G. Moore, fell wounded. Himself 
painfully injured. Lieutenant B. H. Brittin, U.S.N.R., 
assumed command and held on until he was relieved 
the following morning by Lieutenant R. L. Kenney, 
U..S.N‘.R. In spite of fire, flood, and bcasy fatalities 
Kuifi rc.ichcd Uliibi under her own steam. 

In action on the afternoon of the 12ih, dcstroycr- 
citori \VHiTrHtT<rr (Lieutenant J. C, Horton, 
l.'.S.N.R.) v.as maimed by a small but vicious bomb 
and a smash from a suicidal "Val." The plane 
plunged into the C.I.C., .and the ship’s entire bridge 
.superstructure svas cnselopcd in flames. All hands in 
the C.I.e. and pilot-house wcic killed. All in the 
radio room, on the deck below, and at most of the 
fononl gun mounts were either killed or badly 
svomulcd. .Although this w.as a bajnism of fire for 
captain and cresv, the WHirniuusT men fought con- 
flagration, battle damage, and successive Kamikaze 
attacks with a veteran skill and discipline that saved 
the DE. 

Here is the story of an Oka attack-one of the few 
instances v.'hcrcin the idiot *'Ilnka" hit the mark. 
Target for this weird weapon was the destroyer 
SrANt.Y (Lieutenant Commander R. S. Harl.nn), In 
her comp.any svas destroyer Lanc (Lieutenant Com- 
mander J. T. Bland, HI), flagship of Commander W. 
T, McCarr)', ComDcsDiv -J. 

During the afternoon of the 12th the two DD’s 
svcrc fighting off a hot Kamikaze attack aimed at 
Cassjn Voung, then holding the fort at Radar Picket 
Station No. 1. Stani.y and Lang shot down a "Val," 
and they were training their guns on other enemy air- 
craft when a "Baka" suddenly rocketed out of the 
aerial melee and made a hcll-bcin dive at Stani.y. 
The destroyer’s gunners pumped a fusillade into the 
robot, but they might as well have tried to stop a 
meteor. Striking Stani.y’s starboard bow, the "Baka" 
bui-si like a giant grenade. P.irts of the rocket svent 
clean ihrougli the ship, as did the rocket’s bomb, 
svhich svas kind enough to refrain from exploding 
until it passed through the destroyer's port side. 
Aftenvard, the "Baka" jrilot svas found splattered 
against a bulkhead in the wrecked forsvard compart- 
ment. 

Shortly after this attack, a second "Baka" zoomed 
down at tlie Stanly, Sharp gunnery slicarcd off one 
of the rocket's svings, and tire Iruman robot missed the 
ship, flitting over lire superstructure just aft of tlie 
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glide, another "Zeke” struck home. The plane flew 
squarely into the main-battery director on Howorth’s 
bridge. The crash drenclied the bridge with burning 
gasoline, and knocked out the ship's steering control. 
Repair parties quickly extinguished the fire; steering 
control was taken over aft; the ship was conned from 
the secondary conning station; and still another 
"Zeke” was killed by 40 mm. fire from die destroyer’s 
guns. The ship, as her, captain expressed it, had gone 
quickly "back to battery.” In fact, her guns and 
engines never stopped working. Informed that Ho- 
WORTH was hit, the Task Group Commander dis- 
patched a destroyer-escort to her assistance. The DE 
captain presently reported back that he couldn’t catch 
the Howorth because she was going somewhere 
faster than his DE’s best speed. . 

“Once again,” Howorth’s Commander Burns ob- 
served, “Lady Luck was on board ship. The plane 
that crashed could have caused considerably more 
damage. The contributing factors in stopping these 
suiciders proved to be high speed, a large volume of 
accurate fire, and radical maneuvers.” 

Skippered by Lieutenant Commander R. V. 
Wheeler, Jr., destroyer Morris, flagship of Captain 
J. B. McLean, ComDesRon 2, was patrolling Station 
A-11, Sector C, that same day when, at 1815, she 
opened fire on an attacking Kamikaze. As the plane 
approached, the destroyer sprinted at 30 knots to 
evade, while her gunners pumped steel into the 
enemy. A plume of smoke streamed from the air- 
craft’s tail. Feathers of fire decorated the fuselage. 
The plane’s wings were clipped, and its underbelly 
took a hari-kiri slashing from the DD’s guns. The 
Kamikaze should have come apart like a dropped 
jig-saw puzzle, but by some weird adhesion its body 
remained intact. At 1817 it sloughed into Morris, 
crashing betiveen her No. 1 and No. 2 five-inch guns. 

Explosionl Firel Damage Controll Emergency re- 
pairs! Morris went through the harrowing routine. 
At 1837 destroyer-transport Griffin came alongside 
to starboard to pass hose lines, while destroyer R. P. 
Leary edged up to port. Destroyer-transport Bates 
also steamed to Morris’ aid. The ship ivas a furnace 
when the first of these assistants arrived, but by 2030 
tlie conflagration was extinguished, the wounded had 
been transferred to Bates and R. P. Leary; and 
Morris, her power plant undamaged, was on her way 
to Kerama Retto. 

One otlier destroyer was maimed by a suicider on 
April 6— Hay.n-si\’orth (Commander S. N. Tackney). 
She got it during the noon hour while she was operat- 
ing in the screen of Task Group 58.3 off Okinawa. 
Down the sky came a "Judy,” diased by tivo Corsairs. 
The Jap plane headed away from the destroyer, then 


winged over in an Immelmann turn, and dived .it th; 
ship. Tackney swung his destroyer hard left ivhil* 
her automatic guns raked tlie plane. The "Judy,” 
afire, crashed into the main radio-transmitter room. 
Up went an enormous gasoline fireball-an incan- 
descent balloon that floated for a second, tlicn splat, 
tered Haynssvorth’s superstructure with flame. Top- 
side, the ship became an inferno. Fighting die fire 
with water, fog, and COj, the crew quelled die con- 
flagration in about 10 minutes. But Haynsworui, 
her radio ruined, her C.I.C. and plotting rooms 
wrecked, and a number of guns junked, svas another 
candidate for the repair yards. 

The other two "small boys” which were damaged 
on April 6— destroyer Harrison and destroyer-escort 
Fieberling— escaped with minor wounds whicli did 
not put them out of action. Harrison was slightly 
injured by a near miss when one of three "Zekes" 
shot down in a suicide scrimmage exploded close 
aboard, and her gun-shield was pierced by a hunk of 
shrapnel. Fieberling was scathed while she svas hurl- 
ing an AA barrage at the Kamikazes ivhich were 
attacking Newcomb and Leutze. Attempting to ram 
tlie DE’s bridge, a Jap suicider banked in, rolled over, 
and, flying upside down, pancaked across the ship’s 
SA radar antenna. The antenna cut through the 
plane’s right wing, and sent the airaaft spinning 
across the sea in a crazy somersault. 

As is evident from the April 6 examples, Kamikaze 
crashes caused all manner of ship-wounds. Topside 
damage was, of course, predominant. But the fire 
which inevitably followed the explosive smash usually 
endangered the ship more dian the initial blast-dam- 
age. And casualties were often progressive, working 
their way below decks until, as in Newcomb's case, 
the vessel was paralyzed. 

Not all of the Kamikazes exploded when they 
struck. Some piled up in trash heaps on the target 
ship’s forecastle or fantail. Some struck and caromed 
oil, or slithered overside in a jumble of wreckage. 
Occasionally a crash would produce a grisly fantasy- 
leave the plane jutting from a ship’s funnel, or 
perched atop a deckhouse like some monstrous bir , 
or perhaps standing on its nose in a nest of wreckage, 
witJi a headless aviator clutching the controls. On 
several occasions a dead pilot came catapulting out 
of his plane in ceremonial hari-kiri robes. 

Planes that exploded close aboard or struck a ship * 
hull near tlie waterline could deal severe damage. On 
April 8 destroyer Gregory (Commander Bruce 
Candless), having relieved Cassin Young at Radar 
Picket Station No. 3, took a hard body-blosv from a 
Kamikaze. At that period the CAP fighter cover re- 
tired at sunset, and the picket destroyer mountc 
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at Mare Island Naxy Yard. “She took one hell of a 
beating from the Kamikazes. About a quarter of her 
complement, including her Captain and Exec, were 
killed in the smash. Her bridge and much of her 
superstructure were reduced to scrap. A young Re- 
serve Officer— a lieutenant (jg)— assumed immediate 
command, and he handled die ship like a Farragut. 
Then she was taken down to Ulithi and brought 
home by another Reserve Officer— a lieutenant. WiUt 
officers like Hazeuvood’s in the line, the Navy never 
had to woiT}'.’’ 

Hazelwood’s hour came on die afternoon of April 
29 while she was steaming tvith the 12-ship circular 
screen of Fast Carrier Task Group 58.4. The forma- 
tion was attacked by three Kamikazes, and at 1710 
Hazelw'ood raced to die assistance of stricken de- 
stroyer Haggard. Sharp gunner)’ and fast maneuver- 
ing saved her from a "Zeke” ivhich tagged her from 
astern. Thrown off coune by a bursting 5-inch salvo, 
the plane grazed Hazelwood’s No. 4 gun, and hit die 
water tvith a killing belly-whacker. A few minutes 
later another “Zeke’’ plummeted out of a low cloud 
and came in on a shallow dive dead astern. The de- 
stroyer’s skipper. Commander V. P. Douw, ordered 
a hard turn to port, and the ship’s 40 and 20 mm.’s 
blazed at die plane. Although drilled from nose to 
tail, the “Zeke" skimmed over the superstructure; 
its right wing grabbed the No. 2 stack; the plane 
careened into the No. 1 stack, landed on the main 
deck level, and blew up. Flung against die base of 
the bridge, the “Zeke's" bombs exploded, and a gaso- 
line fire flashed through the superstructure. The mast 
toppled over like a chopped pine. Showered by burn- 
ing wreckage, the forward guns were put out of ac- 
tion. Ten officers and 36 men perished in the mangle. 
Commander Douw and Lieutenant J. P. Dunbar, 
U.S.N.R., the Executive Officer, were among the slain. 

When communications widi the bridge were sev- 
ered, Lieutenant (jg) C. M. Locke, U.S.N.R., ship’s 
Engineer Officer, immediately assumed command and 
directed the fire-fighting and damage control. De- 
stroyers McGowan, Melvin, and Colahan, and cruis- 
ers Flint and San Diego quickly closed in to assist 
the Hazelwood. McGowan and Melvin moved up 
to fight the fire while the other ships picked up sur- 
vivors. Later that evening McGowan edged alongside 
to take Hazelwood in tow. 

Around midnight, Melvin supplied power for an 
electric fuel-oil service pump which enabled Hazel- 
wood’s engineers to light off her No. 4 boiler. At 
0500 in the morning of April 30, the tow was cast 
off, and the damaged destroyer steamed southward 
in company with Flint, McGowan, and Melvin. On 
May 1 Lieutenant D. N. Morey, Jr., U.S.N.R., “Exec” 


of destroyer Buchanan, took over the Hazelwood’s 
bridge. Actually, the ship had no bridge, and Lieu- 
tenant Morey conned her from a nest of wreckage in 
the superstructure. After temporary patching at 
Ulithi, Hazelwood voyaged across die Pacific to Cali- 
fornia. Those who saw her slide into Mare Island 
Yard knew they were witnessing a miracle of survival. 
But she was just another DD whicli lived dirough the 
death-dealing "Divine Wind.’’ 

No study of the ordeal endured by the destroyer 
forces at Okinawa would be complete without men- 
tion of die ships which came through unscathed, and 
a comparison of destroyer and Kamikaze casualties. 

As to die first subject, not many of the 98 DD’s and 
50 DE’s which saw duty on the "Iceberg” front es- 
caped Kamikaze attack. Although die number of ship 
casualties constitutes an extraordinarily high percent- 
age of the vessels engaged, and major damage was 
almost certain to result from a Kamikaze smash, a 
few of the DD's and DE’s which fought the Battle for 
Okinaiva u’cre unharmed. 

Some of these— vessels which were on the firing line 
over a long period of time- merit special mention. 
In “Iceberg” waters from March 21 to July 28, de- 
stroyer HEY^vooD L. Edwards (Commander A. L. 
Shepherd) came through without a scratcli. Flagship 
of Captain A. D. Chandler, ComDesRon 58, Van Val- 
itENDURGH (Commander A. B. Coxe, Jr.) emerged from 
the carnage unscathed. After weeks on the Okinawa 
picket line. Brown (Commander R. R. Craighill) and 
Bradford (Commander W. W. Armstrong) redred 
without a scar. Wadsworth (Commander R. D. Fus- 
selman), in action from April to June 24, worked like 
a miniature dreadnaught. Her masterful performance 
at Okinaiva won her die coveted Presidential Unit 
Citation. B/\rton (Commanders E. B. Dexter and H. 
P. Meintire), flagship of Captain B. R. Harrison, 
ComDesRon 60, fought through die worst of April, 
May, and June, and did not have an enemy hand 
laid on her. As flagship of Captain W. L. Freseman, 
ComDesRon 60, she arrived on the “Iceberg” front 
on March 25— an Okinawa pioneer, and one of the 
first on die scene. Between that date and June 30, die 
Barton fired a total 26,789 rounds of 5-inch am- 
munition for an average of 4,465 rounds per gun. 
Between March 26 and June 21, she fired 22,057 
rounds without accident and almost without incident. 
Sole personnel injury of note was a broken hand; not 
a single mount was out of commission more than an 
hour. This remarkable record speaks for itself— or for 
the Barton. 

Barton’s record also hints something in regard to 
Japanese casualties. In many instances it was impos- 
sible to discern the burst which felled the suicider. 
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No. 2 stack, and ripping the ensign. Then, hitting the 
sea about 2,500 yards to port, the “Baka" bounced 
once and exploded. 

Destroyers Cassin Young (Commander J. W. Ailes, 
III) and Purdy (Commander F. L. Johnson), bashed 
by suicide planes on April 12, survived savage maul- 
ings, and were among the mutilated craft which made 
their way to Kerama Retto anchorage. Each ship had 
already acquired combat records which tvere recog- 
nized as outstanding, and their final anti-Kamikaze 
battles were the very antithesis of suicide. No less out- 
standingly anti-suicide was the fight put up by 
destroyer-escort Raix (Lieutenant Commander C. B. 
Taylor, U.S.N.R.), the sixth ship to get it that day. 
Three “Nates” and an "Oscar" were shot down by the 
DE during a cyclonic three-minute battle in which 
she was crashed by a “Nate.” With her hull pierced 
by two large bomb or shell holes, riddled by over 300 
shrapnel or bullet holes, and mangled by explosions, 
the Rall came out of it with colors flying. 

April 16 was an ugly day for destroyers Laffey, 
Bowers, and Bryant. All three tvere agonizingly 
blistered by the “Divine Wind,” and each rode out 
the fiery hurricane with even more fiery courage. 
Laffey’s battle, fought against incredibly long odds, 
will be detailed as a chapter climax. 

On that same April day destroyer McDermut was 
damaged by two 5-inch hits and a 40 and 20 mm. 
fusillade from a friendly vessel. Lucky McDermutI 
The magnitude of her fortune becomes apparent 
when one learns from her Action Report that her 
“friend” was battleship Missouri. The big battleship 
was firing at low-flying planes, and the little destroyer 
happened to be on the receiving end in the outfield. 
Perhaps she derived some consolation from the fact 
that she could survive a barrage from the “Mighty 
Mo.” 

So the casualty list lengthened witli the days of 
April and dragged on through the sulphurous weeks 
of May. Ammen holed by a Kamikaze explosion close 
aboard. Isherwood disabled by a smash. Hutchins 
blasted by a suicide boat. Ralph Talbot, Twiggs, 
and Daly crippled by suicide planes. Haggard hard 
hit. Hazelwood barbarously mutilated. Hudson hurt 
by a near miss, and later injured by going alongside 
the burning escort-carrier Sangamon. Destroyer-escort 
England savagely mauled. Evans battered all acock- 
bill by four successive Kamikaze smashes. Hugh W. 
Hadley wrecked by a bomb hit, a “Baka,” and two 
suicide crashes. Destroyer-escort John C. Butler 
battered by two Kamikazes. Bache and Douglas H. 
Fox cruelly blasted. Cowell slashed by a friendly 
shell. Stormes maimed by a suicide plane. Braine 
mangled by a two-plane crash. Anthony scarred by a 


near miss. Shubrick crashed by a Kamikaze and dis- 
abled. 

One of the DE s hard hit at Okinawa was cham- 
pion sub-killer England, now skippered by Lieu- 
tenant J. A. Williamson, U.S.N.R. On March 27 she 
was given an Okinawa welcome by a Kamikaze which 
struck close aboard. But England’s black-letter day 
was May 9. About sundown of that day, while she was 
on screening duty at a station midway between 
Kerama Retto and Tonachi Shima, she was hit by a 
suicide “Val.” Her radar spotted this enemy at seven 
miles— one of three bumblebees in a melee with 
fighter hornets. Two of the Jap raiders were even- 
tually shot down by the CAP fighters, but the fatal 
“Val” broke through to dive at England. The DE 
maneuvered at flank speed to evade, while her 3-inch 
50’s, 20 mm.’s, and 1.10 automatic flailed at the on- 
coming suicider. A wheel flew from the plane; fire 
rushed from the cockpit; the pilot was riddled. He 
had been heading for England’s bridge, and for a 
moment it seemed as though the “Val” would miss. 
But the “Val’s” port wing snagged in the fonvard 
boat davit, and the plane went spinning into the 
passageway just abaft the ship’s office. 

CrashI Bomb explosioni Firel England was blitzed. 
The blast cloaked her superstructure with flame and 
smoke. Wardroom, captain's cabin, ship’s office, pilot- 
house and C.I.C. were turned into incineraton. 
Flames bushed up around the flying bridge arid signal 
bridge. Clutching wounded shipmates, men on the 
signal bridge leaped overside. Hands on the main 
deck manned hoses to spray comrades who came fight- 
ing down out of the wreckage with their clothing 
afire. Within twenty seconds of the Kamikaze smash 
the ship’s damage controlmen were battling the con- 
flagration, but the vessel was an inferno for the next 
hour. Some of the deep-rooted fires were not extin- 
guished until midnight. 

Destroyer-minesweeper Gherardi, minesweeper 
Vigilance, and tug Gear steamed to England’s aid. 
Swimmers were soon recovered and the wounded 
cared for. When the flames were finally smothered, 
Gear towed the fire-blackened DE to Kerama Retto. 
Patched up there and at Leyte, in June she set out on 
the long voyage home. She was decommissioned on 
October 15, 1945, and on November 1 of that year 
she was stricken from the naval registry. Her name, 
however, remains indelibly engraved in the annals of 
naval warfare. 

A remarkable performance of ship-saving rvas 
staged by the destroyermen of U.S.S. Hazelwood. 
“She was one of the greats to get home from 
Okinawa,” veteran destroyer Admiral Tisdale ob- 
served, recalling an inspection of the damaged ship 
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idly. Ammunition explosions raged on deck, and the 
vessel was engulfed in a turmoil of flame' and dense 
black smoke. But the gun crews that were living 
stuck it out at guns that were undamaged, and the 
Jap planes fell like shot crows. 

Meantime, Evans had put up a battle-royal to 
carry out her end of the mission. With "bandits” 
swarming around her, this destroyer’s marksmen 
staged a Kamikaze-shoox. no less remarkable than 
Hadley’s. Most of the planes in her vicinity at- 
tempted suicide dives, and Evans’ fire cut them off 
in mid-career. But four of them succeeded in crash- 
ing the ship. The first smashed a hole in her port 
bow. The second struck below the waterline, and the 
plane’s bomb or torpedo burst in the after fireroom. 
Up to that time Evans had shot down 15 Kamikazes 
and suffered no casualties, but this dual blasting left 
her a hobbling cripple. Less than two minutes after 
the second crash, a third Kamikaze slammed into hfer 
galley, and an instant later a fourth suicider swiped 
into the opposite side of the ship. A bomb penetrated 
the main deck, burst in the forward fireroom, and 
exploded both boilers. The monstrous concussion 
stopped Evans dead in the water. Without light, 
power, steam, or water pressure, and with most of 
her communications apparatus ruined, the destroyer 
slumped bleeding in the sea. 

Few ships at Okinawa were hit harder than Hadley 
and Evans. Damage control on board Hadley ap- 
peared to be impossible, and as she seemed on the 
point of capsizing, her captain gave the order, “Pre- 
pare to abandon shipl" Life rafts and floats were got 
overside and the wounded and most of the crew quit 
the vessel. About 50 men and officers remained on 
board to fight fire, explosions, and flooding. Tor- 
pedoes were jettisoned, and weights were shifted or 
thrown overside to correct the starboard list. Hot 
munitions were wet down. Fire and flood were finally 
controlled, and the Hugh W. Hadley stayed afloat. 
Eventually she was towed to safe anchorage at le 
Shima. Evans’ crew put up a similar battle to save 
their ship, fighting flood and inferno with bucket 
brigades and handybillies. While her desperate sail- 
ors labored in a jungle of weckage, flame, and smoke, 
the ship was attacked by another Kamikaze. Two 
CAP planes pursued the suicider as it dived on Evans’ 
bow. With bullets nipping its tail, the Jap plane ran 
into a fusillade of automatic fire from the burning de- 
stroyer. Tobogganing past Evans’ port side, the rid- 
dled Kamikaze sloughed into the sea astern. As in 
Hadley’s case, near-by ships steamed to the rescue, 
and that afternoon Evans was bound for le Shima on 
a towline. 

But the big feature of the Hadley-Evans drama 


was tlie amazing target score of this team. Including 
three suicide hits, the gun crews of the Hugh W. 
Hadley in that hour-and-a-half battle shot down 23 
Japanese planes. With four suicide hits, three assists 
with Hadley, and one assist with CAP fighters, the 
Evans marksmen shot down 23 planesi All told, the 
two destroyers accounted for 46 enemy aircraft— a 
massacre which must have given the Special Attack 
Corps a surfeit of suicide. “Our mission” wrote 
Hadley’s captain, “was accomplished. The transports 
at the Okinawa anchorage were saved from at- 
tack. . . 

As a superb destroyer effort on the Okinawa picket 
line, the sharpshooting of Evans and Hadley had its 
match in the ship-saving endeavor which brought de- 
stroyer Laffey out of the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death. No ship at Okinawa was hit harder than this 
indomitable destroyer. Her survival was almost super- 
corporeal and superhuman. One might readily be- 
lieve she was supported and sustained by the spirit of 
her predecessor, the Laffey sunk off Savo Island on 
November 13, 1942. Like her namesake, the Laffey 
at Okinawa attained a Presidential Unit Citation. 

April 16, 1945— one of the darkest days at Okinawa, 
and Laffey (Commander F. J. Becton), with a fighter- 
director team on board, patrolling Radar Picket 
Station No. 1. At 0744 she drove off a "Val,” which 
dropped a bomb about a mile and a half from the 
ship, and retired. Soon the Jap was followed by oth- 
ers— a few at first, and then a swarm of them flitting 
across the radar screen. 

On station with Laffey were two LCS’s— sturdy 
ships, but hardly able to cope with the coming on- 
slaughL Converging from north, northeast, and north- 
west were some 50 "bandits.” Under the best of cir- 
cumstances the CAP fighters available would have 
been unable to intercept an enemy force so well dis- 
persed. As it was, the CAP group was "changing the 
guard” with its relief w'hen the assaulting planes 
closed in. Compelled to intercept in the vicinity of 
the target ship, some of the CAP fighters stormed 
right through Laffey’s AA barrage. 

Two "Judy’s” launched a coordinated attack on 
the destroyer. Both were brought down by 40 mm. 
and 20 mm. fire to port and starboard. The port 
plane exploded close aboard, and the blast put Laf- 
fey’s fire-control radar out of kilter. Then the ship 
was grazed by a "Val” which burst in the sea a few 
yards from the destroyer’s fantail. Another "Judy” 
was shot down close aboard. Then Laffey was hit. 

About 0845 a “Judy” banked in on the destroyer’s 
port bow, lurched around her cradled motor whale- 
boat, and plunged into a 20 mm. mount. Blazing 
gasoline spurted from a crumpled cockpit and an 
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The new minelayer Aaron tl'ard, afler being blnslcd by five 
suicide planes while in corn/mny with Lillie, which was sunk at 
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scoen American ftlanes were lost in sinking this super-bait eyg 
and her escorts. Jaft naval power was reduced almost to -e 





vessels which have witnessed successful suicide crashes 
on other ships and have themselves been under direct 
attack. A tension builds up which is evident in many 
ways, and which is not relaxed fay the periods for 
logistics between tours of duty on picket stations, largely 
because of the knowledge that coming assignments are 
"more of the same." Cases of active hysteria, requiring 
transfer, were few on this ship. How long others still on 
board could have held out is subject to question. After 
a certain time, the best efforts to boost morale are 
futile. The boys know %vhat they are in for, and you 
can’t fool them. 

We found that we could take it, but we didn’t like it. 
Everyone knew that the duty was a nasty job, but a 
necessary one, and was well aware that every plane which 
managed to get in was a separate case of “either you 
, or us." To the great credit of the men, nobody minded 
admitting that he was afraid, because nobody ivas fool 
enough to pretend he wasn’t and make fun of fear. And 
the fear was not expressed by hysteria, but by a growing 
tension which seemed to relax only when the guns were 
shooting. All hands felt much better at battle stations 
than at any other place. The C.O. has nothing but praise 
for each and every officer and crew man, for dte ship 
has never operated more efficiently than under these 
conditions. . . . 

Immolation of the Imperial Fleet 

On the evening o£ April 6, 1945— the day the 
“Divine Wind’’ blew its worst— a Japanese surface 
force sortied from the Inland Sea and trooped south- 
ward to attack the American invaders at Okinawa. 
Having ordered the suicide of Kurita’s Second Fleet, 
Ozawa’s Carrier Force, and the Kikusui Special At- 
tack Corps, Admiral Soemu Toyoda had now called 
upon the remnant Imperial Fleet to climb on the 
sacrificial altar. 

The remnant which steamed down out of the 
Bungo Suido included the 68,000-ton superbattleship 
Yamato, cruiser Yahagi, and eight destroyers. 

"We questioned whether there was a fifty-fifty 
chance” Admiral Toyoda stated in dismal post-war 
recollection. ‘‘Even in assembling that squadron we 
had a difficult time getting the necessary 2,500 tons 
of fuel oil. But . . . nothing was to be gained by let- 
ting those ships lie idle in home waters, and, besides, 
it would have been contrary to the tradition of the 
, Japanese Navy not to have sent them.” 

This ceremonious bow to tradition sent hundreds 
of men in the crews of Yamato, Yahagi and the 
eight destroyers to certain death, and condemned the 
ten warships to destruction. And as a move in behalf 
of Japan’s defense, this sacrifice was worse than use- 
less. 

The sortieing Jap ships were promptly spotted by 
American submarines and air scouts, and Admiral 


Mitscher raced north with Task Force 58 to intercept. 
About mid-morning of April 7 the Imperial rem- 
nants were caught due north of Okinawa. Descend- 
ing on the pagoda-masted targets at high noon, 
Mitscher’s bomber squadrons expected aerial opposi- 
tion. But Yamato and her company were as naked to 
the sky as H.M.S. Repulse and Prince of Wales had 
once been. 

Doom closed fast on the colossal Yamato. She 
dodged and roared and smoked, fighting back as best 
she could, but her AA weapons were unavailing, and 
against aircraft her 18-inch guns were as useless as 
blunderbusses. Plastered by bombs and holed by ten 
torpedoes, the giantess finally rolled over and blew 
up. Down with her went the cruiser Yahagi. Doivn 
went destroyers Asashimo, Isokaze, Hamakaze, and 
Kasumi, By mid-afternoon the slaughter was over. 
Badly damaged, the four surviving Jap destroyers 
were in pellmell flight. Fought at a cost of seven 
American planes, the action put the final period to 
Japanese sea power. Out of gas and out of ships, the 
once great Imperial Navy was now little more than 
wreckage on the beach at Sasebo. 

The only echoes of its former power came from 
the Japanese Submarine Force. Miwa's subs had been 
counted on to shore up the Okinawa sea defense, and 
a sizable midget fleet had been assembled for that 
purpose. This was strictly a suicide outfit, and Miwa 
was prepared to use it as such. Fortunately for the 
American invaders, most of the baby subs in the 
Okinawa area were snared with the capture of 
Kerama Retto. At this anchorage they were found 
lying around like seals in the Pribilof Islands. Dozens 
of the little boilers were taken for scrap, as were some 
390 suicide boats which had been mustered for the 
Kikusui program. 

Meantime, the ocean-going I-boats and RO-boats 
found the “Iceberg" waters too hot for their taste. 
As the battle for Okinawa thundered to its peak, the 
Jap submarines quietly withdrew. Admiral Miwa was 
indisposed to waste in futile sacrifice the one last 
Imperial naval force available for Pacific duty; the 
last link between Japan and remote fragments of 
the shattered Empire; the last sea force which could 
put up a defense of Tokyo Bay. 

As it was, nine Japanese submarines were downed 
early in the Okinawa battle. Five of these were sunk 
by American destroyer forces holding the A/S line, 
part and parcel of the “Iceberg" effort. 

Okinawa A/S Campaign 
Haggard Kills 1-371 

On March 22, 1945, Task Group 58.4 (a fast carrier 
group under Rear Admiral A. W. Radford) finished 
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.imputatcd wing. Then a "Val," grasshopping across 
the water, craslied head on into llic No. 3 mount aft, 
demolishing the 5-inch gun. A moment later another 
Kamihnzc jumped in on the slii])'s starboard (|uartcr, 
dropping a bomb half a second before crashing into 
the side of the wrecked gun mount. Fire rolled 
through LAri KY’s superstructure, and a pall of smoke 
settled over the ship. Toward this pyre jumped an- 
other helldiver, swooping down out of tiie sun to level 
off at the last moment and Iling a bomb at the ship's 
port quarter. The blast wijjcd out a 20 mm. maga- 
zine, causing a shattering e.xplosion which disabled 
the steering gear and jammed the rudder hard left. 

Jeopardy now had LAfniv by the tbroat. With her 
topside aflame, and all guns aft of the No. 2 stack 
knocked out, the ship circled drunkenly under a sky 
fouled with Jap aircraft. 

Down came the planes like vultures trying to get 
their talons into a crippled wildcat. Some of the Japs 
were shot down by C.-\P fighters which trailed them 
until they splashed. Several were blown apart by 
Laffkv’s forward guns. However, two more Kami- 
kazes crashed the ship. Striking in quick succession, 
they ploughed into the after deckhouse, feeding the 
flames with more firebrands and gasoline. 

As Laffey stumbled out from under this blasting, 
an "Oscar" broke away from a dogfight and headed 
for the ship's forecastle, a Corsair in close pursuit. 
Machine-gunners on the bow riveted the enemy plane 
with bullets as it pancaked over the ship. "Oscar" 
and Corsair both hit the mast— a one-two that tore 
off the SC antenna, the port yardarm, and the SG 
svave guide. Raising a huge waterspout, the Jap 
plane plunged into the sea to starboard. The Corsair 
pilot was seen to bail out as his damaged plane went 
looping down the sky. 

Meanwhile, a "Judy" struck the water close aboard 
to port, showering Laffey with burning scrap. Still 
another "Judy," zooming up on the starboard quar- 
ter, was shot down 800 yards from the ship. Struck 
by a 5-inch shell, an "Oscar" blew up about 500 yards 
from the ship. Another "Oscar,” driving from ahead, 
caught a VT burst and crashed 500 yards off the bow. 
Then Laffey was struck by a bomb dropped by a 
"Val” which sideswiped the starboard yardarm. The 
bomb exploded in the ship’s fiery superstructure, 
while the Kamikaze crashed in the sea. Yet another 
"Val” came in to drop a bomb which erased a 20 
mm. battery. Riddled by 5-inch and 40 mm. fire, and 
scorched by the fire of a chasing CAP fighter, this 
plane hit the sea off Laffey’s port quarter. The last 
assault was made by a "Judy” which came in from 
the port with a pursuing CAP fighter pouring tracer 
into her tail. Laffey’s port 40’s and 20’s blazed at the 


plane, which blew up close aboard. The attack was 
over. 

z\nd. incredibly, the U.S.S. Laffey remained afldat 
Her superstructure was an inferno and some of her 
stern com|)nrtments were swamped, but a few of her 
guns were still firing, and full engine power was still 
available. During the 80-minute action she had been 
attacked by 22 planes, of which nine had been shot 
down by the destroyermen. 

lUit the real story of Laffey has to do with forti- 
tude. Eight enemy planes struck the ship-seven sdth 
suicidal intent, and the eighth (the "Val" which 
slashed the mast) by accident. If one counts the Cor- 
sair which also struck the mast, the total goes to nine 
plane hits. Five of the Jap suiciders which crashed 
the ship were loaded with bombs, and the resultant 
c.xplosions were devastating. In addition to this blast- 
ing. LArn;Y took four conventional bomb hits. Nine 
jtlane crashes and four bomb hits-it seems safe to say 
that no destroyer in World War II absorbed more 
punishment and still cheated the Executioner. 

Progressive damage finally brought Laffey to a 
dead stop as her crew— or what was left of it— fought 
fire and flood. Eventually she was towed to safe an- 
chorage off Okinawa. But— marvel no Icss-in six 
days she was steaming for Saipan under her own 
power. She steams on through history as one of the 
great DD’s of the Navy’s Destroyer Force— a "can" in 
every sense of the verb. 

Out of the thunder and smoke, tlie searing and 
agony of Okinawa, came reams of wordage on the 
ways and means, the best methods and devices, for 
combating suicide air results. Various types of fire- 
fighting gear were recommended, and crews which 
had attended special classes in fire-fighting and dam- 
age control were remarked as most efficient. Special 
tactics were recommended- open fire at long range- 
maneuver at high speed as tlie plane dives-keep 
shooting until the plane is seen to crash— and so on. 
First-aid drills and rescue practice paid top dividends. 
Rut through all these many suggestions and advices 
ran the inevitable repetend— training, training, and 
more training. And mudi of it boiled down to Far- 
ragui’s famous formula, “The best defense is a well- 
directed fire from your own guns.” 

Here is an interesting word on morale from the 
Action Report of the destroyer Anthony (Com- 
mander C. J. Van Arsdall, Jr.): 

The Commanding Officer is aw-are that die higher 
eclielons of command have taken note of die perform- 
ance of destroyers on radar picket stations. He doubts, 
however, diat anyone never having been regularly 
assigned to such duty can fully realize the effect which 
this duty has upon the officers and crew, particularly o 
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fueling at sea from the logistics support group, and 
set out on a high-speed run toward Okinawa. Posi- 
tioned 12 miles in advance of the formation, destroyer 
Haggard, flagship of Captain L. K. Reynolds, Com- 
DesDiv 94, cruised ahead as radar scout. 

At 2333 Haggard made radar contact with a for- 
eign vessel which proved itself to be a sub by first 
vanishing from the radar picture and then coming 
in on the sonar register (about 15 minutes later). 

Haggard’s skipper. Lieutenant Commander V. J. 
Soballe, maneuvered the ship into attack position, 
and at 0019 in the morning of March 23 a pattern 
of 1 1 depth charges splashed into the sea. 

Right on the stop-watch dot, the first charge ex- 
ploded, generating an undersea blast of such volume 
and violence that it damaged the destroyer’s starboard 
shaft. About three minutes later, destroyer Uhlmann 
reported a submarine broaching, a phenomenon also 
noted by Haggard’s C.I.C. team. 

Soballe immediately drew a bead to ram the enemy. 
And as Haggard steamed toward the moonlit target 
her 40 mms. opened fire on it. Shells burst on the 
silhouetted conning tower, then the destroyer’s stem 
sliced into the sub’s starboard side just abaft the 
tower. Rolling under the impact, the gashed sub- 
marine went down by the stem. 

She returned to the surface presently— in a thousand 
pieces. Somewhere deep under, the submersible was 
blown apart by an enormous explosion. The moon- 
silvered seascape was littered with trash. Haggard 
circled about to inspect this rubbish, then in company 
with destroyer Uhlmann rejoined the Okinawa- 
bound task group. 

The enemy destroyed was the 1-371. She could 
be considered No. 1 on the Okinawa hit parade. 

Morrison and Stockton Kill 1-8 

Eight days after the Haggard kill, destroyers Stock- 
ton and Morrison abolished another I-boat. 

Stockton (Lieutenant Commander W. R. Glennon) 
saw her first. That is, she made the radar contact 
which resulted in the enemy’s ultimate destruction. 
It happened on the night of March 30-31 when Stock- 
ton was en route to Kerama Retto with a task unit 
which contained a tanker, a freighter, and another 
DD. At 2308, when the ships were about 90 miles 
southeast of their destination, Stockton picked up 
the “pip” at a range of 12,800 yards. 

Because the area was teeming with friendly ves- 
sels, the commander of the task unit tried to speak 
the stranger by TBS. There was no answer. Stockton 
was then ordered to go after the target. As she was 
turning to do so, the radar contact disappeared— a 
diving submarine. 


In his Action Report the task unit commander 
sharply criticized himself for delaying the investiga- 
tion 20 minutes while attempting to obtain an an- 
swer over TBS. The delay, of course, gave the sub- 
marine a chance to maneuver for an attack. Fortu- 
nately the sub in question failed to seize the oppor- 
tunity, and Stockton did the attacking after acquir- 
ing sonar contact at 1,500-yard range. 

Between 2339 in the evening of March 30 and 0239 
in the morning of March 31 the destroyer strove to 
hit the submerged target with seven depth-charge 
assaults. Oil spewed to the surface after the seventh 
attack; the sea-beast was injured and bleeding. 

Meantime, an anti-sub patrol plane had arrived on 
the scene to drop flares. And another destroyer was 
approaching. This was U.S.S. Morrison (Commander 
J. R. Hansen), ordered to relieve Stockton. 

Arriving at the rendezvous point, Morrison found 
the seascape brightly illuminated and Stockton con- 
ducting “Operation Observant.” Stockton had lost 
contact with the target, but Morrison, taking over, 
picked it up within two minutes. She lost it while 
maneuvering to attack; regained it at 0324; dropped 
11 depth charges, shallow setting, at 0330. 

Eruptions of water rose and fell, after which the 
sub was heard blowing all ballast. Up she came, 
spouting like a narwhal, her snout rearing from the 
sea only 900 yards from the destroyer. Too close to 
wheel and ram, Morrison opened pointblank fire 
with all guns. Then, as the I-boat’s superstructure 
bucked up, sU'eaming foam, the destroyer let fly with 
three starboard K-guns. 

The depth charges thudded. Shell hits slammed 
and banged around the exposed conning tower. For 
over half an hour the destroyer continued a rapid 
fire at the rolling, pitching submersible. She was a 
tough submarine. Her hull was punctured by a score 
of shots, her deck was all but ripped away, and her 
tower was shattered by an explosion before she went 
down, at 0412, stern first. 

Daybreak revealed the usual mess of oil and debris 
that marked a submarine grave. In the midst of this 
flotsam two Jap bodies floated and a third submariner 
was swimming. When asked by an interpreter to 
name the defunct submarine, this lone survivor found 
the spirit to reply, “If your ship were sunk, would 
you release name?” 

However, it was all tliere in Admiral Miwa’s rec- 
ords. The sub which fell victim to Stockton and 
Morrison was the 1-8. 

Hudson Sinks RO-41 

On April 5, 1945— the day before the “Divine 
Wind” hurricane— destroyer Hudson (Commander R- 
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R. Pratt) was patrolling Radar Picket Station No. 
10, west of Okinawa, when she received word of a 
surface radar contact made by LCS-115 twelve miles 
distant The landing craft had a good look at the sub 
before it submerged.. 

Hudson raced to the scene, and established radar 
contact at 0345 with a target 11,000 yards distant. An 
anti-sub patrol plane was notified, and at 0406 the 
aircraft was on tlie spot, dropping paracliute flares. A 
moment later tlie radar target vanished. 

Hudson raced toward tlie point of last contact, 
then slowed to 15 knots to conduct an “Observant" 
sonar search. She had tlie contact witliin two minutes, 
range 1,600 yards. 

The contact was held almost continuously for over 
four hours while the destroyer made 16 approaclies, 
concluding six of them witii deplh-ciiargc runs. After 
the third attack a muffled explosion mumbled under 
tlie sea. Then the sub was heard blowing ballast She 
failed to reacli the surface, for her ballast-blowing was 
interrupted by a blast that unloosed a great quantity 
of oil. 

Hudson followed through with bombings four, five, 
and six, but her work was done. By daybreak tlie sea- 
scape was smeared witli an extensive oil slick. The 
destroyermcn noted numerous items of debris. Ad- 
miral Miwa was minus another submarine, the RO- 
41. This was the sub whicli had sunk destroyer-escort 
Shelton, and indirectly caused the loss of the Sea- 
wolf. 

Monssen and Mertz Kill RO-^6 

On April 9, 1945, destroyers ^^ 0 NssEN (Lieutenant 
Commander E. G. Sanderson) and Mertz (Com- 
mander W. S. Maddox) teamed up to down another 
Japanese submarine in Okinawa's bloodstained 
waters. The two DD’s %vcre in the screen of Rear Ad- 
miral Radford’s Task Group 58.4, containing aircraft 
carriers Yorktown, Intrepid, Langley, and Independ- 
ence. 

The group had just completed flight operations, 
and the clock was ticking to 0546, when Monssen’s 
sonar watch reported a contact at 900 yards. The sub 
was well within tlie A/S screen, and Monssen’s skip- 
per lost no time in directing an urgent attack. 

She ran in for three depth-charge assaults on the 
submerged target. Then Mertz arrived on the spot 
to assist, as did a number of the Task Group’s planes. 
Contact, lost for about an hour, was at length re- 
gained by Mertz. 

After three depth-charge runs, Mertz stepped aside, 
and Monssen resumed tlie offensive. Two more pat- 
terns produced a series of basso underwater blasts that 
were tlie submarine’s requiem. 


According to Admiral Miwa’s records the victim 
was the RO-46. 

Hcermann, McCord, Collett, Mertz, Uhlmann, and 
Aircraft Kill 1-56 

The RO-boat or I-boat that dabbled in Okinawa’s 
waters during “Iceberg" was a candidate for the 
Kikusiii treatment, however circumspect the ap- 
proach. There was, for example, the 1-56, which had 
the temerity to air her conning toiver in tlie vicinity 
of Rear Admiral Radford’s Yorktoivn group— the 
group which contained such sub-killers as Haggard, 
Monssen, and Mertz. It also contained destroyers 
Heermann, Uhlmann, and McCord, equally adept at 
sub-killing. When these last three, plus Mertz, went 
after the target, and two aircraft from carrier Bataan 
and destroyer Collett took a hand, the T56 had 
about as much chance for longevity as a Kamikaze. 

Destroyer Heermann (Commander A. T. Hatlia- 
way) obtained the radar contact at 2320 in the eve- 
ning of April 17. So did several other ships of the 
Y’orktown group. As Heermann closed the range, 
the radar “pip" flickered out, and the underwater 
game began. Acquiring sonar contact, tlie destroyer 
steamed down the track and at 2355 tlie dcpth-cliarges 
were tliudding. 

Meanwhile, the Screen Commander had ordered 
Uhlmann to assist Skippered by Commander S. C. 
Small, tliis dcstioyer entered the contest around mid- 
night. She delivered two depth-charge attacks within 
tlie next 45 minutes. 

Uhlmann was tlien ordered to play the part of 
“linking vessel" between the task group and the sub- 
hunters. Her place on the firing-line was taken by 
McCord (Commander F. D. Michael), flagship of Cap- 
tain I. H. Nunn, ComDesRon 47. From 0150 until 
0743 in the morning of the ISth, Heerm.ann and 
McCord took turns banging away at the submarine. 
The atmosphere in iliat pressure hull must have been 
stupefying by diat time, an unmitigated Turkish 
batli. Both Heejimann and McCord had c.xpcnded 
all their deptli ch.argcs in the roundelay of attacks. 

The two destroyers were directed by Squadron 
Commander Nunn to maintain sonar contact until 
other DD’s could be fetched to ilic scene. Before the 
destroyer rcpkaccmcnts arrived, a pair of torf>cdo 
bombers from the Bataan shov.cd up. The planes 
dropped bombs on the target at 0351 and 0S57, but 
they failed to dig up the sub. 

Tlie DD replacements v.*crc there by 1030-dc- 
stroyer Mertz and destroyer Collett. The Collett 
was captained by Commander J. D. Collett; the 
ship had been named after his brother. Lieutenant 
Commander John A. Collett, who had been lulled in 
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fueling at sea from the logistics support group, and 
set out on a high-speed run toward Okinawa. Posi- 
tioned 12 miles in advance of the formation, destroyer 
Haggard, flagship of Captain L. K. Reynolds, Com- 
DesDiv 94, cruised ahead as radar scout. 

At 2333 Haggard made radar contact with a for- 
eign vessel which proved itself to be a sub by first 
vanishing from the radar picture and then coming 
in on the sonar register (about 15 minutes later). 

Haggard’s skipper. Lieutenant Commander V. J. 
Soballe, maneuvered the ship into attack position, 
and at 0019 in the morning of March 23 a pattern 
of 1 1 depth charges splashed into the sea. 

Right on the stop-watch dot, the first charge ex- 
ploded, generating an undersea blast of such volume 
and violence that it damaged the destroyer’s starboard 
shaft. About three minutes later, destroyer Uhlmann 
reported a submarine broaching, a phenomenon also 
noted by Haggard’s C.I.C. team. 

Soballe immediately drew a bead to ram the enemy. 
And as Haggard steamed toward the moonlit target 
her 40 mms. opened fire on it. Shells burst on tlie 
silhouetted conning tower, then the destroyer’s stem 
sliced into the sub’s starboard side just abaft the 
tower. Rolling under the impact, the gashed sub- 
marine went down by the stem. 

She^returned to the surface presently-in a thousand 
pieces. Somewhere deep under, the submersible was 
blown apart by an enormous explosion. The moon- 
silvered seascape was littered widi trash. Haggard 
circled about to inspect this rubbish, then in company 
with destroyer Ui-ilmann rejoined tlie Okinawa- 
bound task group. 

The enemy destroyed was the 1-371. She could 
be considered No. 1 on the Okinawa hit parade. 

Morrison and Stockton Kill 1-8 

Eight days after the Haggard kill, destroyers Stock- 
ton and Morrison abolished another I-boat. 

Stockton (Lieutenant Commander W. R. Glennon) 
saw her first. That is, she made the radar contact 
which resulted in the enemy’s ultimate destruction. 
It happened on the night of March 30-31 when Stock- 
ton was en route to Kerama Retto with a task unit 
which contained a tanker, a freighter, and another 
DD. At 2308, when the ships were about 90 miles 
southeast of their destination, Stockton picked up 
the “pip” at a range of 12,800 yards. 

Because the area was teeming with friendly ves- 
sels, the commander of the task unit tried to speak 
the stranger by TBS. There was no answer. Stockton 
was then ordered to go after the target. As she was 
turning to do so, the radar contact disappeared— a 
diving submarine. 


In his Action Report the task unit commander 
sharply criticized himself for delaying the investiga- 
tion 20 minutes while attempting to obtain an an- 
swer over TBS. The delay, of course, gave the sub- 
marine a chance to maneuver for an attack. Fortu- 
nately the sub in question failed to seize the oppor- 
tunity, and Stockton did the attacking after acquir- 
ing sonar contact at 1,500-yard range. 

Between 2339 in the evening of March 30 and 0239 
in the morning of March 31 the destroyer strove to 
hit the submerged target with seven depth-charge 
assaults. Oil spewed to the surface after the seventh 
attack; the sea-beast was injured and bleeding. 

Meantime, an anti-sub patrol plane had arrived on 
the scene to drop flares. And another destroyer was 
approaching. This was U.S.S. Morrison (Commander 
J. R. Hansen), ordered to relieve Stockton. 

Arriving at the rendezvous point, Morrison found 
the seascape brightly illuminated and Stockton con- 
ducting “Operation Observant.” Stockton had lost 
contact with tlie target, but Morrison, taking over, 
picked it up within two minutes. She lost it while 
maneuvering to attack; regained it at 0324; dropped 
1 1 depth cliarges, shallow setting, at 0330. 

Eruptions of water rose and fell, after which the 
sub was heard blowing all ballast. Up she came, 
spouting like a narwhal, her snout rearing from the 
sea only 900 yards from the destroyer. Too close to 
wheel and ram, Morrison opened pointblank fire 
with all guns. Then, as the I-boat’s superstructure 
bucked up, streaming foam, tlie destroyer let fly with 
three starboard K-guns. 

The depth charges thudded. Shell hits slammed 
and banged around the exposed conning tower. For 
over half an hour the destroyer continued a rapid 
fire at tlie rolling, pitcliing submersible. She was a 
tough submarine. Her hull was punctured by a score 
of shots, her deck was all but ripped away, and her 
tower was shattered by an explosion before she went 
down, at 0412, stern first. 

Daybreak revealed the usual mess of oil and debris 
that marked a submarine grave. In the midst of this 
flotsam two Jap bodies floated and a third submariner 
was swimming. When asked by an interpreter to 
name the defunct submarine, this lone survivor found 
the spirit to reply, “If your ship were sunk, would 
you release name?” 

However, it was all tliere in Admiral Miwa’s rec- 
ords. The sub which fell victim to Stockton and 
Morrison was the 1-8. 

Hudson Sinks RO-41 

On April 5, 1945— the day before the "Divine 
Wind” hurricane— destroyer Hudson (Commander R- 
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action in 19'i3 while commanding an aircraft torpedo 
squadron in the Pacific. 

The Collett made five attacks on tlie submerged 
submarine. Mertz stepped in to deliver a single. After 
Collett’s fifth attack, whicli was launched early in 
the afternoon, a dark current of oil gushed to the 
surface. Swirling up with the oil came a miscellany 
of submarine and submariner remains— shattered 
wood, cork, human fragments, and whatnot. 

Again, identification was divulged after the war by 
the files of Admiral Miwa. The downed submersible 
was the 1-56. 

Okinawa Conclusion 

At Okinawa the Rising Sun went down for the last 
time. Histor)'’s almanac would record the date as 
June 21, 1915. The brief twilight that followed was 
no more than a crepuscular after-glow: Imperial 
Japan was finished on that 21st of June. On that day 
General Ushijima, commander of the Japanese 32nd 
Army, and his Chief of Staff, Lieutenant General 
Isamu Cho, committed hari-kiri rather than sur- 
render. Some 100,000 Japanese troops had already 
died. The Battle of Okinawa— the "Last Battle’’— was 
over. 

For the Americans Okinawa had been a costly 
campaign, won at a price of over 12,000 dead. Buck- 
ner’s Tenth Army paid the lion’s share of this fatality 
toll, the General liimsclf being among the slain, killed 
by an enemy shell-burst three days before the last Jap 
survivors surrendered. But U.S. Na \7 losses sverc well 
over a third of the total— about 5,000 fatalities, and 
a like number of wounded. In no previous campaign 
of a comparable time-period had ship casualties been 
as severe. 

Although the 12 destroyers and the destroyer-escort 
sunk off Okinawa between late Marcli and the end of 
June were the largest warships downed in "Operation 
Iceberg," many minecraft, patrol vessels, and landing 
craft were battered under. Destroyers and DE’s footed 
most of the crash bill, but svarships of all classes took 
savage punishment. Thirteen carriers— including 
Bunker Hill, Intrepid, Hancock, and Enterpri.se— 


were badly mauled in the Okinawa battle, as were 
ten battleships and five cruisers. About 80 per cent 
of this damage was wrought by Kamikaze crashes, 
and most of the ships struck by suicide planes were 
incapacitated for the war’s duration. 

It is not difficult to conceive of the odds accepted 
by destroyers when they entered combat with this 
enemy capable of injuring steel-coated battleships 
and crippling such powerful carriers as Bunker Hia 
and Hancock. The length of those odds has its meas- 
ure in the DD and DE casualty list, and in the roll 
call of the "Fleet that stayed permanently.” Kal- 
ugan, Bush, Coi.houn, Mannert L. Abele, Pringle, 
Lirn.n, Luce, Morrison, Oberrender, Longshaw, 
Drexler, Wii.LiAM D. Porter, Twiggs, Underhill, 
and Cali-agiian— twelve of tlicse 15 ships were 
downed by the Kamikazes. In regard to their chances 
against this foe, the Nav 7 ’s dcslroycrmen expressed 
an almost undivided opinion. The consensus was that 
a coordinated and sustained suicide air assault spelled 
disastrous damage, if not doom, for the unarmored 
.American destroyer or DE of \Vorld ^Var II classes. 

There is an old Oriental proverb whicli observes, 
"He ivho knou's he is about to die, dies twice.” IVell 
aware of the odds they faced, the destroyermen in 
the Okinawa picket line endured the conviction 
with a stoicism that went far to invalidate the 
proverb. 

\Vrotc Commodore Moosbrugger; 

THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PERSONNEL OF 
THE SCREENING AND RADAR PICKET SHIPS, 
DOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY, IIMS 
SUPERB THROUGHOUT THE OKINAWA CAM- 
PAIGN. ACTS OF HEROISM AND UNSELFISHNESS, 
FIGHTING SPIRIT, COOLNESS UNDER FIRE, UN- 
SWERVING DETERMINATION, ENDURANCE, AND 
QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP AND LOYALTY EX- 
CEEDED ALL PREVIOUS CONCEPTIONS OF STAND- 
ARDS SET FOR THE U. S. NAVY. THE RADAR 
PICKET STATION CROUPS TOOK EVERY BLOW 
THAT THE JAPS COULD INFLICT AND ADSORBED 
TERRIFIC PUNISHMENT IN PERSONNEL CASUAL- 
TIES AND MATERIAL DAMAGE, BUT THE MISSION 
TIM5 SUCCESSFULLY . . . COMPLETED. 
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The last sinking of a Nazi 'U-Bodt in World War II. This picture, 
taken from Mobefly (PF • 6i), shows a depth-charge pattern ex- 
ploding around the ill-fated U-S53 on the morning of May 6, 
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1915, the day before the surrender instrument was sighed. The 
sub had torpedoed a small collier off Point Judith, Rhode Island, 
shortly before Atherton, Ericsson, and Moberly made their kill. 
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DESLANT SCOURS THE ATLANTIC 

(SEPTEMBER '44 TO VE-DAY) 



Undersea Tidal Turn 

Addressing the American Society of Newspaper Editors in April, 
1944, Rear Admiral Francis S. Low, Chief of Staff of the Tenth 
Fleet, declared, "The German U-boat today is sinking considerably 
less than one half of one percent of the ships being convoyed across 
the Atlantic.” He expressed tlie belief that, “It takes the Germans 
ttvo or three times as long to build a submarine as that vessel may 
expect to endure on combat patrol.” 

These percentage and endurance figures must have inclined 
Admiral Doenitz’s Headquarters to pessimism. During the autumn 
of 1943, some 16 German shipyards had been working their arms 


out at the elbows constructing U-boats. Through the 
adoption of welding and the employment of pre- 
fabricated hull sections, the larger German yards were 
able to turn out a 500-ton submarine in anywhere 
from 36 to 40 weeks. The 740-ton class could be built 
in 40 to 44 weeks. This building program was speeded 
up in 1944 by new methods and designs which cut a 
day here and a process there. But the Herculean sub- 
marine construction effort was going for naught. So 
was the effort to equip the U-boats with Schnorkel. 

American and Allied CVE-DD-DE teams were 
largely responsible for the frustration in U-boat Head- 
quarters. 

The Germans had pinned high hopes on the 
Schnorkel stack. But it became apparent that the 
“breather tube" would not, of itself, save the U-boat’s 
day. 

Demanded was a submarine which could not only 
elude radar, but could go deeper than the reach of 
sonar detection— a U-boat which could cruise at a 
depth far below the present operating level, and 
which could lie for many hours inert on the bottom 
in some deep foxhole. Such a boat— the previously 
mentioned Type XXI— was under construction in 
1944. This long-winded, deep-going submarine was 


Grand Admiral Doenitz’s last trump. With it the 
U-boat Force was to make a final try in the Battle 
of the Atlantic. But Type XXI’s would not get to sea 
in any number until 1945. 

In the meantime the U-boat campaign almost dead- 
stalled in the third quarter of 1944 as Doenitz called 
in the submarines for Schnorkel refits and scraped 
the bottom of the Nazi barrel for personnel. In con- 
sequence American destroyermen in the Atlantic 
found poor hunting that fall. 

But one of the DD’s was engaged by an enemy 
tougher and more dangerous than any U-boat ever 
launched by Doenitz. The enemy? That "Ole Devil 
Sea." 

Loss of U.S.S. Warrington 

Early in September, 1944, the destroyer Warring- 
ton (Commander S. F. Quarles) was escorting the 
U.S.S. Hyades from Norfolk, Virginia, to the Canal 
Zone. Commissioned in February, 1938, Warrington 
was a destroyer of the Somers class, a one-stacker of 
1,850 tons. The Hyades was a refrigerated provision 
ship of the type known to bluejackets as "beef boats. 
Senior officer present was aboard Hyades. 

Normally the neo-tropic seas off Florida and the 
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Bahamas provide some o£ the finest cruising weather 
in the world. Abnormally they kick up some of the 
worst. And on September 12 the bottom fell out of 
the glass, and the bIo^v fell Avith it. 

By the afternoon of that day Warrington and 
Hyades Avere ploughing through high Avater off the 
northern Bahamas. Hell came Avith the evening— a 
screaming, discolored sky; blinding rain; Avind- 
Avhipped, rip-roaring seas that smashed against the 
destroyer’s port boAV and buried her foredeck under 
avalanches of foam-laced brine. Struggling against 
rising Avinds and climbing Avaves, the tivo ships Avere 
sloAved to a 4-knot pace. 

Warrington Avas an old hand at storm fighting, but 
she had never experienced anything like tliis. Strik- 
ing her port side Avith the violence of a continual 
barrage, mountainous Avaves exploded across her deck 
and Avashed her- bridge. The sky Avas droAvned out; 
tlie heaA'ing seascape contracted into a narroAv Avilder- 
ness of gray ridges and shifting canyons SAvept by 
sheets of horizontal rain, flying clouds of spray, and 
Avhistling ribbons of spume that caught and tore in 
the destroyer's superstructure like lengths of avooI. At 
1810 Commander Quarles gave the order to heave 
to, in deference to the mountainous seas. 

Wind velocity Avent from 5 to 100 miles. By mid- 
night the ships Avere driven off course and apart, and 
at about 0100 in the morning of September IS 
Hyades lost radar contact Avith Warrington. The 
destroyer Avas in trouble. The terrific beam-sea pound- 
ing had sprung her port bulwarks in tAVo places, and 
her deck gear Avas Avrenched, distorted, and bruised 
as though battered by gunfire. Most of the ventilating 
system had been closed to shut out floodAvater, but it 
Avas impossible to close off everything and keep the 
engineering plant in operation. Water entered the 
ship, and her power Avaned. 

Commander Quarles sent a message requesting 
Hyades to stand by in case the destroyer foundered. 
Fighting her OAvn battle Avith the ocean, the provision 
ship could not promise immediate aid. Unable to 
cope Avith the main force of the hurricane, AVarring- 
ton reA’ersed course. An emergency request for help 
Avas flashed on all dreuits at 0417, the destroyer stat- 
ing that her engineering spaces Avere flooded; she had 
lost poAver; she Avas caught in Av'inds of hurricane 
force; she needed assistance. She gaA'C her position as 
laL 25-57 N., long. 73-44 W. By estimate the disabled 
warship Avas at that time only 60 miles southAvest of 
the storm center. Hyades, some 75 miles distant, was 
riding out the wild night. But Avith house-high seas, 
visibility zero, and a Avind that could uproot the 
Bahamas, there was nothing she could do to aid the 
imperiled destroyer. 


Not long after she sent her S-O-S, Warrington re- 
ceived a paralyzing bloAV. Swooping up abeam, a 
tremendous wave smashed the ship on the port side 
to flood the engine rooms and cause final loss of 
power. 

There Avas no daAvn for Warrington that day. All 
morning tlie destroyermen fought to mend the dam- 
age belOAv decks Avhile giant waves sAvept over the 
ship’s superstructure, inundating her bow and claw- 
ing at her bridge. Powerless and rolling, the DD had 
acquired a fatal list. Under one ferocious assault of 
Avind and Avater her foremast carried aAvay. Volun- 
teers manned the deck in the teeth of blinding spray 
and rushing seas, and cut the wreckage loose to send 
it overside. 

By noon of tliat day the helpless ship Avas going 
logy. Staggering through the hurricane like a derelict 
adrift, she could no longer bring her head up when 
battered by a collapsing hill of Avater. 

Working in the thick, stupefying heat doAvn bcIoAV, 
the engineers Avere unable to revive the waterlogged 
engines. They sputtered, gasped, Avent silent. The 
life had gone out of them. The Avater continued to 
rise, coming in through the ship’s sprained hull. The 
ocean’s broadsides battered the poAvcrlcss destroyer 
Avith a fury that Avas not to be denied. 

Topside, the destroyer’s bridge personnel peered 
desperately through the Avatery blindness, hoping for 
a glimpse of Hyades. The listed deck had a sodden 
feel underfoot. DoAvn beloAV there Avas a sluggish 
thudding, the creak and cry of straining stanchions. 
Commander Quarles ordered the torpedoes jettisoned. 
EA'cry'thing that could be dispensed with was going 
overside. But the ship had lost that good feeling of 
life and buoyancy; she had sAvalloAved too much sea 
Avatcr for first-aid. She could not shake off the tons 
of ocean that crashed across her decks and slopped 
her bridge. Under each fresh onslaught she settled a 
trifle deefier, and shuddered. 

At 1345 she sent her last distress message— an S-O-S 
and the three words, 

ave need assistance 

The urgent appeal brought into action all the 
aA'ailable rescue forces of the Navy. Tavo sea-going 
tugs were ordered to the scene, and ships in near-by 
areas Avere dispatched to Warringto.n's position, 
Avhich Avas then about 300 miles north of Crooked 
Island Passage, Fighting their Avay across furious seas, 
these A-essels headed for the disabled destroyer. But 
the tempest held aircraft grounded that afternoon of 
the 13th, and the rescue ships could not make it in 
time. Neither could Hyades, striA'ing to locate her 
stricken escort. 
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The destroyer-escort— a little ship that made a big 
difference in besting the Nazi subs in the Hattie 
of the Atlantic. This is Marlin H. Ray (DE ^3ft). 


At the end of the war, U-boats surfaced and surrendered to the Allic-^- ^ 
gave themselves up to Rritish forces in the eastern Atlantic, but U- 
(lop) and U-SQ5 popfied up almost within sight of Cape May, New Jersey. 



J. R. Y. Blakeley to investigate the aircraft report. 

Fessenden picked up sonar contact at 1610. At 1628 
her destroyermen fired a full pattern of Mark X 
projectiles. Fourteen seconds after the projectiles 
splashed into tlie sea, four explosions rumbled up 
from below. Fessenden followed through with a full 
pattern of depth charges. The water heaved and 
flattened over an outburst of deep-sea tlninder. There- 
after die DE’s heard notliing but tlie silence of ex- 
tinction. 

Post-war records named Fessenden’s victim as the 
U-1062. 

Submarine Attack on Nexv York 

Despite the slackening of the U-boat campaign, 
there was no rekaxation for the Atlantic Fleet on 
Thanksgiving Day, 19M. If the populace on the east- 
ern seaboard wondered why strict vigilance was main- 
tained, and if disgruntled Times Square and Fifili 
Avenue merchants wished to know why a million 
dollars worth of electric licthts had to remain under 
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a blackout in New York, the answer was labeled "Top 
Secret’’ in the flagship of Admiral Jonas H. Ingram, 
who had succeeded .Admiral Ingcrsoll in Command 
of the Atlantic Fleet, 

Revealed at war’s end was the news that the Navy 
had received intelligence reports disclosing a German 
plan to attack New York City with robot bombs. The 
bombardment was to have been unleashed by sub- 
marines. 

But the robot bombardment failed to matcrialire. 
Apparently it was to have been delivered by the new 
deep-sea Schnorkels— t}\c Type XXI’s. 

Admiral Ingram got the word on these ultra-mod- 
ern U-boats, In a post-war report to Navy Secretary 
Forrestal he stated: "We knew they had put a lot of 
fancy gadgets on them. Increased them in size, in- 
creased their radius, increased their effectiveness, and 
made it difficult to get them. But they were pressed 
for time. The Russian offczisivr. drove them out of the 
Baltic, and the heavy bombings in their shipbuilding 
places put their offensive back." 

The new XXI’s did not come. Not then. But some- 
thing else and quite unusual did turn up— a German 
weather-reporting submarine. 

Hayter, Otter, Varian, and Hubbard Sink U-248 

WTien Von Rundstedt’s mid-winter counterdrive 
developed into tire “Battle of the Bulge,” Allied lead- 
ers knew "this was it.” If the Ardennes break-through 
Was not contained, the war would be prolonged for 
many m on tits. 

And oddly enough, at the climax of the Bulge cam- 
paign, success or failure for either side hinged on the 


weather. Days of icy drizzle, snotv, and fog had 
screened the German advance and kept Allied air- 
craft grounded. So long as this weather front per- 
sisted, Von Rundstedt’s driving legions retained the 
advantage. Imperative, then, that his headquarters 
be informed by accurate forecasts. So the U-248 was 
dispatched to a station in tire North Atlantic about 
midway between France and Newfoundland, where 
tlie submarine was to play weather prophet. 

Early in the New Year of 1945 the U-boat was on 
station, serving as aerographer and transmitting the 
vital weather reports to the Nazi parties most inter- 
ested. But the Nazis were not the only interested 
parties. Operating north of the Azores at this time 
was Escort Division 62, and the express mission of 
this DE division was the hunting and killing of any 
such weather-reporting U-boat in the vicinity. 

Under Commander J. F. Bowling, with his pennant 
in Otter, the division consisted of the destroyer- 
escorts Otter (Lieutenant Commander J. M. Irvine, 
U.S.N.R.), Ha\ter (Lieutenant Commander Fred 
Huey. U.S.N.R.), Varian (Lieutenant Commander 
L. A. Myhre, U.S.N.R.), and Hudrard (Lieutenant 
Commander L. C. Mabley, U.S.N.R.). The four-ship 
teatn was working with HF/DF, and on January’ 16 
“Huff-DufT’’ bearings on German sub transmissions 
gave them the wherewithal to plot this ncrv 7 U-boat’s 
position— vicinity of lat. 47-00 N., long. 26-00 W. 

Hayter made the first sound contact at 0910. The 
DE’s swung into action with the usual team work, 
first one, then another, running across the submerged 
U-boat's position and sowing lethal depth-charges. 
Her sonar gear out of commission, FIubbard was 
unable to join in the depth-charge onslaught, but 
Hanter, Otter, and Varian dropped a sufficiendy 
punishing barrage upon the target. 

The ashcans and teardrops blew up tons of sea 
w'ater, and finally they blew up tons of submarine. 
The blast came after a series of minor explosions 
diat indicated hits. Then, at 1149, die sea echoed to 
a tremendous thunderclap. And up came the usual 
surge of debris— splintered wood, oily rubbish, and 
other items of flotsam. 

The Nazi forces in Europe would receive no more 
weather reports from the aerographers of U-248. 

Fowler and L'Indiscret Kill U-869 

For United States and Allied A/S forces the winter 
of 1944-1945 meant arduous patrols and wearisome 
escort jobs that produced few U-boat contacts. Febru- 
ary, 1945, was almost gone from the calendar before 
American destroyermen downed their second U-boat 
of that season. 

Involved were the American 
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By late afternoon Warrington was beyond all mor- 
tal help. Her stack was tilted far to starboard, and 
solid waves were marching over her decks. A sliding 
hill of water swept two men overboard. One was re- 
covered. The other caught a rescue line, tlien had to 
let go, too weak to hold on. 

Commander Quarles and his "Exec,” Lieutenant 
Wesley U. Williams, U.S.N.R., stared grimly into the 
bleak prospect as the seas sluiced over her. 

Quarles turned to a young seaman standing by; 
saw the lad was without a life jacket; promptly 
offered the sailor his own. 

“Sir,” the seaman smiled, "I’d rather not, if it's all 
right.” 

And a moment later a great sea crashed over the 
foredeck and swept the bridge-wing. Commander 
Quarles and Lieutenant Williams were whirled out- 
board and away like chips on a millrace. The captain 
went deep under die foam, then fought his way to 
the surface, and glimpsed the destroyer’s ghostly 
silhouette yards distant. She was over— far over. And 
as she slipped and slid downgrade on her starboard 
beam, her stern went under and her bow rose against 
the sky— higher— higher. The sea climbed under her, 
carrying her bow high in the blowing scud, and then 
she was gone. Some of the men who saw her go said 
that at the last she capsized. 

They found themselves swimming in bare seas. 
Commander Quarles swam to a raft, and hauled blue- 
jackets out of the swirling water. There were finally 
four survivors on the raft with him. The raft bounced 
and skipped across the wind-whipped waves. Several 
times during the ensuing hours of ordeal it capsized. 

The ordeal became a nightmare in pitching mid- 
night. The survivors could hear swimmers shouting 
somewhere off in the storming dark. Quarles and the 
four with him hung on. The night was endless, and 
then gray morning seemed without hope. Someone 
snatched a can of food from the crest of a wave, and 
Quarles distributed malt tablets. But the survivors 
with him had swallowed sickening quantities of sea 
water. That day two of the men died in convulsion. 

Sharks trailed the raft, evil shadows criss-crossing 
through the water and occasionally showing wicked 
fins. The wind subsided somewhat, but the whitecaps 
blew like shot salt and the raft bumped along over 
choppy seas. And on that day (September 14) Quarles 
and his companions suffered that terrible disappoint- 
ment known only to mariners in distress— the disap- 
pointment of seeing rescuers pass them by. They saw 
a PBY search plane approach and then go winging 
off into the distance. It had come within 3,000 yards, 
but had failed to sight them in the choppy seas. And 
some time later they saw a merchant vessel come over 


the horizon. The men shouted hoarsely and waved 
their shirts. The ship passed at about 4,000 yards- 
dwindled away— finally was gone. 

Quarles and the survivors with him endured an- 
other endless evening and night. There were other 
rafts in the distance, and these survivors, too, en- 
dured. They had a two-day wait for rescue, and it 
came on the morning of the 15th. About 0900 Hyades 
steamed over the horizon, followed by a number of 
search planes. The Croatan task group had been 
ordered to the disaster scene from a near-by area, and 
Croatan’s aircraft were on the hunt. 

The airmen spotted the little flotsam of rafts and 
destroyermen. The planes dropped smoke markers, 
and Hyades came up at full speed through high seas 
to pick up the Warrington survivors. 

Hyades located five life rafts and floats. Altogether, 
she picked up 61 survivors and one who had failed 
to survive. Two of the men died shortly after they 
were rescued. The dead were buried at sea. 

Other rescue forces picked up seven or eight War- 
rington survivors. Before rescue operations were con- 
cluded, some 68 destroyermen had been saved. But 
the disaster exacted a most tragic toll, a loss of 251 
officers and men. Aircraft flying over the area sighted 
at least a hundred bodies adrift on the sea’s desola- 
tion. 

The loss of Warrington came as a decided shock 
to Admiral Ingersoll’s flagship and to the DesLant 
Force. Naval officials found it difficult to believe 
that a modern destroyer of Warrington’s class could 
succumb to a hurricane. 

But after a Court of Inquiry a subsequent Court 
Martial “fully acquitted” Commander Quarles. Any 
court could only applaud the heroic endeavors of 
captain and crew to save a powerless vessel from the 
climactic violence of a tropical hurricane. 

Fessenden Kills U-1062 

The U-boat Force pulled in its horns, that autumn 
of 1944, and American destroyermen made but one 
kill— a score held down by lack of game. Doenitz was 
rebuilding his undersea navy at this time, and only 
a relatively few U-boats were in the Atlantic, chiefly 
for their “nuisance value.” 

In September such a “nuisaince” pack was operating 
in the Cape Verdes area. There it was detected by 
Task Group 22.1, a hunter-killer group built around 
the new escort-carrier Mission Bay. Steaming south- 
west of the Cape Verdes, the group’s scouts made 
contact with a submarine on the morning of Septem 
ber 30th. At 1120 the destroyer-escort Fessenden 
(Lieutenant Commander W. A. Dobbs, U.S.N.R-) 
peeled off with the DE’s Douglas L. Howard an 
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Fo'Wler (Lieutenant Commander S. F. Morris, 
U.S.N.R.), and a Frendi A/S vessel which bore the 
rather curious name of L’Indiscret— "T/ie Indis- 
creet." Fowler was one of the units of a five-ship 
group escorting the slow convoy GUS 74 from Oran 
to the USA. "Indiscreet” just happened to be present 
as one of two French escorts for a half dozen mer- 
chant vessels sent from Casablanca to join GUS 74. 

Slow GUS 74 steamed westward through the Pillars 
of Hercules late in February', and in the morning of 
the 28th the convoy reached a point about 100 miles 
due west of Port Lyautey. At that same date and time 
the German submarine U-8G9 reared its ugly head in 
those waters off the "Iron Const.” Apparently the 
submariners glimpsed GUS 74 and set out to make a 
submerged approach on the convoy, a maneuver tliat 
proved decidedly foolhardy. 

Knoxville (flagship, ComCortDiv 30), and DE’s 
Fowler and Roiunson went into action against the 
sub. At 0648, Fowler made sound contact on the 
stalking submarine, range 2,900 yards. Six minutes 
later the DE let fly with a magnetic pattern, and two 
explosions banged in the water at the 12th and 20th 
seconds after firing. These sharp bursts, indicative of 
hits, were echoed by three or four tliundcrous booms 
that rumbled up from the deep. Tlic dcstroyermen 
presently sighted a litter of debris, but Lieutenant 
Commander Morris wanted to sec more flotsam. Ac- 
cordingly, Fowler dropped another pattern of mag- 
netics at 0718. Within 120 seconds, two voluminous 
but ambiguous explosions bellowed up from down 
under. 

Enter French escorts L’Indiscret and Le Resolute. 
Taking a hand in the game at 0856, they joined 
Fowler and Knoxville in probing for the submerged 
target. At 0943 the two French vessels attacked a 
sonar contact. The American escorts terminated tlic 
search at 1104, leaving the Frenchmen to carry on 
until they were directed to discontinue by shore au- 
thorities. 

Apparently the F. S. L’Indiscret, teamed up with 
Le Resolute, finally conducted a coup de grace 
attack, although the French vessel’s tactics are not 
detailed in available reports which credit her with a 
share in the U-boat’s kill. At any rate, the action put 
a period to the career of U-869. Under the circum- 
stances it would seem it was the submarine which 
should have borne the name of "Indiscreet.” 

Lowe, Menges, Pride, and Mosley Kill U-866 

American destroyermen scored their third U-boat 
kill of the year in March. The laurels in this case 
went to the Coast, Guard’s A/S warriors serving in 
Escort Division 46 under Commander R. H. French, 


U.S.C.G., who flew his pennant in Pride. The divi- 
sion consisted of the destroyer-escorts LotvE (Lieuten- 
ant Commander Herbert Feldman, U.S.C.G.R.), 
Menges (Lieutenant Commander F. M. McCabe, 
U.S.C.G.), Mosley (Lieutenant Commander E. P. 
MacBry'dc, U.S.C.G.R.), and the flagship Pride (Lieu- 
tenant Commander W. H. Buxton, U.S.C.G.). This 
was the first hunter-killer group manned by Coast 
Guardsmen, and the hunters went all out to fulfill 
tlie high U'aditions of tliat veteran sea-going organi- 
zation. 


They also went all out to track down and destroy 
a Nazi submarine reported in Nova Scotian coastal 


waters about 100 miles east of Halifax. Mid-mora- 
ing of March 18, 1945, Lowe picked up sound con- 
tact. Time; 1027. Commander Feldman rushed the 
DE through fast investigative maneuvers, and at 1105 
Lowe made two depth-charge attacks. After the sec- 
ond attack, a volley of explosions rumbled in the sea. 
Oil burbled to the surface and spread across a wide 
area, and the Coast Guardsmen sighted splintered 
wood and other fragments and flotsam. 

To certify the submarine’s destruction, Menges 
followed through rvith an attack. More oil and 
flotsam rose to the surface. Examining this submarine 
spoor, Lowe’s Coast Guardsmen retrieved sevenl 
soggy documents in German, some first-aid packets 
that were of German origin, and some assorted pieces 
of wood. 

The Division leader. Commander Frencli, re- 
mained skeptical. As Sound retained contact on the 
target (or what was left of it), at 1320 the group 
started operations to deal with a sub "playing pos- 
som” on the bottom. 

Pride and Mosley stood ready in the backfield 
while Lowe and Menges tlirashecl tlie target with a 
running fire of depth charges. Lowe conducted three 
attacks: Menges, trvo. In eacli attack full patterns of 
Mark 18 depth-charges with magnetic settings were 
dropped. The trvo DE’s then held sonar contact 
intermittently with the bottomed sub until the task 


group left the area late in tlie evening. The group 
returned next day to make an inquest. At laOO o 
the 19th Menges regained Sound contact and 
attacked with hedgehogs. Up came more oil an 
splintered wood. At the conclusion of this barrage it 
was apparent that Menges was flogging a dead horse. 
The Coast Guard group retired from the area, con 
dent of the U-boat’s extermination. 

Post-war records verified the kill, and the victim 
was identified as the U-866. The blasting serve 
notice on Doenitz that his late-war drive was too late. 
Schnorkel, high submerged speeds, streamlined pres 
sure hulls— these undersea devices were not going to 
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Zigzagging, the DE headed for the target at 20 
knots. The sub ran for it, zigzagging at speeds vary- 
ing from 9 to 14 knots. At 0200 Frost fired starshells. 
The stars sprayed the seascape with eerie light, but 
the sub was not revealed. Then, on the target’s port 
quarter, range 650 yards. Frost’s searchlight shot a 
white shaft across the water, and the ghostly conning 
tower was silhouetted. The destroyermen opened fire 
with chattering automatics and a crashing 3-inch 50- 
caliber gun. The sea was tumbling, and the sub was 
running with decks awash, but the DE marksmen 
were right on the bull’s-eye, lacing the conning tower 
with a deadly fusillade. At least three 3-inchers struck 
the mark. 

With the range closed to 300 yards, Ritchie pulled 
out of a fast zigzag and ordered right full rudder to 
ram. The move was frustrated by heavy seas and low 
visibility. The U-boat submerged, and Frost passed 
ahead of the enemy’s track. Boiling water and noise 
put the jinx on sonar, and contact with the sub- 
merged sub was lost. At 0224 Commander Giambat- 
tista directed Stanton and Huse to form up on either 
side of Frost and run "Operation Observant." 

The ships began an industrious sonar sweep. 
Stanton made contact at 0310, range 3,400 yards. 
Twelve minutes later Frost picked up the sub at 
300 yards. Ritchie opened the range to 900, jockeyed 
into position, and fired hedgehog. Negative, Stepping 
aside, he coached Huse and Stanton on to the 
target. At 0359 Lieutenant Commander Kiley started 
his DE’s approach, and at 0406 Stanton let fly with 
hedgehog. 

Four hits crackled and banged. The fathometer 
registered 110 feet. Then (time: 0410) came a ponder- 
ous explosion. This detonation was echoed by a deep- 
sea blast that fractured galley crockery and sent some 
of the sailors reeling. So violent was the thunderclap 
that it was felt by Croatan, 15 miles away. Some of 
the hunters thought Frost had been torpedoed. 

That was the climax; what followed was by way 
of obsequies. Far from being torpedoed. Frost fired 
a hedgehog salvo at 0415 at what was left of the 
target. Stanton regained contact at 0419 (indications 
pointed to a sub inanimate in the water), and at 0429 
she tried again with hedgehog. The projector mis- 
fired, but no matter. The DE nosed through a thick 
oil slick that smelled of sunken Diesels and sudden 
death. 

Sonar contact dwindled as the oil smell intensified. 
While the destroyermen were remarking this evi- 
dence, three muffled explosions boomed up from the 
deep— as though the submarine, a mile down, were 
firing a farewell salute. 

Commander Giambattista was thorough. At 0445, 


the contact lost, he ordered his hunter-killers to run 
a careful "Observant” around the point of last con- 
tact. The search was conducted by Frost, Stanton, 
Huse, and Swasev (Lieutenant Commander H. A. 
White, U.S.N.R.)— the latter having previously ar- 
rived on the battle scene, “Observant" was followed 
by a box search. Planes from Croatan joined the 
hunt at daylight. But the U-boat was gone for good. 

Credit went to Stanton and Frost. When the war 
was over and the final score was in, an assessment 
showed that the two DE’s had accounted for two 
U-boats in the pre-dawn hours of April i6. The first, 
as related, was the U-1235, sunk at lat. 47-56 N., long. 
30-25 W. The second, sunk at lat. 47-54 N,, long. 
30-24 W., was identified by Doenitz’s records as the 
U-880. 

Going after one, Stanton and Frost had bagged a 
pair. That was big game huntingl 

Buckley and Reuben James Kill U-879 

Buckley and Reuben James. Those two names 
meant something to veteran destroyermen who re- 
membered Buckley as the DE that won a ramming, 
slamming U-boat battle in the spring of 1944, and 
who recalled that a Reuben James was the first 
United States destroyer to go down from U-boat tor- 
pedoes in World War II, 

In the spring of 1945 these two destroyer-escorts 
were operating in company with DE’s Scroggins and 
Jack W. Wilke as units of hunter-killer Task Group 
22.10 (Commander E. H. Headland, Jr.) which had 
been organized the previous November to hunt U- 
boats in the North Atlantic, Buckley had been 
selected to serve as the group’s flagship. 

Of Buckley’s war duty at this time, the ship’s his- 
torian wrote: "The first months of 1945 saw , . . 
rigorous northern patrols continued. It is the proud 
record of the ship and the others associated under 
her command, that while sinkings occurred on sev- 
eral occasions from enemy submarine action, no ship 
was lost in the area under patrol by the Buckley 
group.” 

But a U-boat was lost in that area. 

During the third week in April, 1945, Task Group 
22.10, en route from Halifax to New York, was con- 
ducting a sweep tor an enemy submarine believed to 
be in the immediate area. At 0348 in the morning of 
April 19, Buckley (Lieutenant R. R.. Crutchfield, 
U.S.N.R.) picked up. a sonar contact that had all the 
ear-marks of a submarine. Buckley left the formation 
to investigate. The contact was soon evaluated as 
“U-boat,” and the DE’s crew sprang into action. 

Destroyer-escort Reuben James (Lieutenant Com- 
mander Grant Cowherd, U.S.N.R.) was ordered to 
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that the U-857 liad been sunk as of tliat date, almost 
within range of Boston Light. 

Slautou and Frost Kill U-J235 

On April 15, 1915, the destroyer-escorts Frost 
(Lieutenant Commander A. E. Ritchie, U.S.iNML), 
Stanton (Lieutenant Commander C. Kiley, Jr., 
U.S.N.R.), and Musi: (Lieutenant Commander J. H. 
Batchcllcr) were operating in a screen for the Cuoa* 
TAN Killer Group (Task Group 22.5). Tlic DE's were 
units of Escort Division I.*! under Commander F. D. 
Giambattista, whose pennant was in Fro.st. 

Task Group 22,5 was engaged in forming a mid- 
ocean air barrier in the vicinity of lat. -18-30 N.. long. 
30-00 \V., almost e.xactly midway between Newfound- 
land and the Britisli Isles. This barrier was to serve 
c.xpressly as an anti-submarine net, a Itugc snare for 
the trapping of that school of Schnorkel subs known 
to be coming westward. 

On the evening of April 15 the destroyer-escort 
Stanton was alerted. Radar contact at 2.3.35, range 
3,500 yards. The night was overcast and rainy, gray- 
black, with visibility about 500 yards. Stanton headed 
for the target. Five minutes after contact, Kiley and 
his Ofiicer of the Deck thought they saw a sul) "crash 
dive" some 300 yards oO in the murk. Simultaneously 
the "pip” disappeared on the radar screen. But 
Sound picked up the undersea track immediately. 
Kiley opened the range to tr)' for a hedgehog attack. 

The sub, which had been on a collision course 
witli Stanton, had promptly reversed course upon 
diving. Stanton had no difficulty trailing with .sonar. 
As tlie range opened to 3,000 yards. Commander 
Giambattista ordered Stanton to attack with hedge- 
hogs. She fired on an excellent recorder trace at 23‘17, 
The projectiles soared and plunged into the sea. 
Although no detonations were seen from the bridge 
or heard on sonar, officers and men on Stanton’s fan- 
tail reported detonations as the ship passed by the 
splash. Then came a heavy undenvatcr rumble. 

Contact svas regained at 2350. Stanton svas ordered 
to try again. Kiley jockeyed the DE into position for 
another attack. Then, eight minutes after the first 
hedgehog salvo was fired (and as Stanton was ma- 
neuvering for a second try), the destroyermen heard 
a thunderous underwater blast. Other ships in tlie 
Croatan task group felt the detonation. It sounded 
like a kill. 

But a few minutes later Stanton’s detection gear 
indicated the sub was still down there. And four 
minutes after midnight, Kiley followed through with 
more hedgehog. The projectiles described a nice arc, 
and two sharp explosions promptly anstvered tlie 
salvo. 


At 0007 (morning of April 16) Stanton delivered 
a third hedgehog salvo. Two minutes later the sea 
roared with a blast that shook the attacking DE and 
sent a tremor through the escort airricr Croatan. 

By this time Frost was on hand to add her weight 
to the attack. Lieutenant Commander Ritchie and 
his crew were itching for a shot at the target, and at 
0017 Fro.st opened fire with hedgehog. When Frost’s 
salvo sank into silence, Stanton was ready for still 
atjothcr tr)'. Then Frost stepped in again. 

That the later-war Schnorkels could absorb punish- 
ment was evidenced by the fact that the specimen 
bomb.nrdcd by Sta.nton and Frost survived at least 
three hedgehog hits, enough to wreck the ordinary' 
sub. Then the dam.Tgcd U-boat endured a thrashing 
that lasted for another hour. There was no mid- 
Atlantic foxhole for the submersible to aawl into. 
No chance for a rest on tlie bottom. The sub had to 
keep going-deep, but not too deep. Had to glide and 
zigrag and evade at the lowest possible levcl-at a 
depth which would not crumple her injured pres- 
sure hull. And from 0001 (the first certain hedgehog 
hit) until 01 M tlie assailed U-boat kept going. 

Stanton and Frost allowed tlie submarine no 
respite. Probing, tracking, attacking in turn, they 
hotinded tlie undersea enemy to the final figuradve 
fathom. 

At 01 1-1 two tremendous explosions roared up 
from down under. The explosions blended into a 
thunder-roll that vibrated the DE’s and was felt by 
several of the hunter-killers ten miles away. Three 
minutes later, more deep sea thunder. Then the 
cdiocs muttered away, and the sea in tlie vicinity of 
lat. 47-56 N., long. 30-25 \V., teas silent. 


Stanton and Frost Down U-SSO 
Those who fought the A/S war were instructed to 
take nothing for granted— not even a sea-quaking 
scries of detonations tliat sounded like a bursting sub- 
marine. Early in the anti-U-boat campaign American 
hunter-killers had been taught to rely only on ‘ visual 
remains" as proof positive of a submarine’s destruc- 
tion. Past masters at evasion and deception, tricky U- 
boats might simulate death tliroes, and steal array- 
So Frost and Stanton went on looking, listening 
and probing in the immediate area for some time 
after tlie tliunder died down. At 0130, Huse joine 
tlie two in the search, and at 0141 the three ships 
commenced "Operation Observant.” In this instance 
tlie extended search produced surprising results. 

At 0155 Frost made radar contact, range 500 yards! 
A surfaced U-boatl Frost was immediately directe 
by ComCortDiv 13 to "close the target, illuminate, 
fire and ram.” 
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mander Task Group 22.3— Captain G. J. Dufek, in 
Bogue. Senior DE officer was Commander F. S. Hall, 
ComCortDiv .4, in Pillsbury. He was designated 
Commander Task Unit 22.7.1. 

The DE’s of Task Unit 22.7.1 included the Pills- 
bury, Keith, Otterstetter, Pope, Flaherty, Chate- 
lain, Frederick C. Davis, Neunzer, Hubbard, 
Varian, Otter, Hayter, Janssen, and Cockrill. 

The ships were tactically disposed so that the 
destroyer-escorts of tlie task unit formed a surface 
barrier between the Bogue air group to the south and 
Core air group to the nortli. Spaced five miles apart, 
the 14 DE’s were ranged across the seascape like a 
dragnet, the carriers serving as figurative trawlers. 

At 1322 in tlie afternoon of April 23, a searcli plane 
sighted a submarine about 70 miles from the de- 
stroyer-scort Pillsbury. Commander Hall formed a 
scouting line (normal to base course, speed 16.8 knots, 
ships spaced 3,000 yards apart), and the DE’s steamed 
for the spot where the enemy had been glimpsed. 
The sub went down and stayed down. All afternoon 
the hunters combed die vicinity widi their detection 
gear. All through that evening of die 23rd. Midnight, 
and they were still searcliing. Into the early hours of 
April 24 the relentless hunt went on. 

Destroyer escort Frederick C, Davis (Lieutenant 
J. R. Crosby, U.S.N.R.) worked her way across die 
dark water, sweeping with her acute radar, fingering 
the depths with her sensitive "pinging" gear. On the 
bridge die men standing lookout saw die night begin 
to pale. A tired Gunnery Officer made another check- 
up on the gear— hedgehogs ready, ashcans ready to 
roll. A mess attendant brought Lieutenant Crosby a 
good cup of coffee. The seascape came into view as 
the morning advanced. Sunrise. Another day. Rou- 
tine change of svatcli. Routine reports. And then— 
Time: 0829. Sonar contact. Range 2,000 yards. 
Sound man reported the echo as being "very sharp 
and clear with low dopplcr." The contact dropped 
rapidly aft and was lost in a muddle of other noises. 

The Junior Officer of the Deck (J.O.O.D.) called 
the wardroom to inform the Captain of die contact. 
Simultaneously the Officer of the Deck ordered, 

L Right standard rudder!” and then informed Ae 
, Task Unit Commander that Davis was investigating 
, possible contacL 

■; Sound contact was regained at about 0834. At 
( 0839 Dasis had reversed course. Range closed to 650 

) yards. And at that instant, with the ship’s clock at 
J 0840, Frederick C. Dasis was struck by a torpedo, a 
stern-tube shot that smashed home like a thunderbolL 
A shattering blast on the DE’s port side. A sheet 
of fire climbing the hull and tossing on its s^ng 
"'ings a scatter of debris. Men died instantly in the 


molten vortex of that eruption. A number were flung 
overside. Others, trapped in a mangle of bulkheads 
and machinery, went down with the ship. 

One of tlie survivors. Lieutenant (jg) P. K. Lundc- 
berg, U.S.N.R., saw the mainmast topple like a falling 
tree, the upper part breaking away and dangling 
from the lower in a tangle of shrouds. Her back 
broken, the Frederick C. Davis tore apart amidships. 
The halved vessel sank swiftly. Companion DE’s of 
the scouting line ran in to pick up survivors. 

But casualties were heavy. Although most of the 
men had on lifejackets and were able to reach rafts 
and floating nets, cold water and heavy sea took a 
high toll. Lieutenant Crosby and about two-thirds of 
the crew died in this torpedoing. Seventy-four men 
and three officers were rescued, and of these survivors 
a number were badly wounded. 

Commissioned on July 14, 1943, Frederick C. Davis 
was the second and last American destroyer-escort to 
go down to enemy torpedo-fire in the Battle of the 
Atlantic. 

So Doenitz had his "spite bite” out of the U.S. 
Navy’s anti-submarine arm. But it was a bite that 
must have availed the Nazi Grand Admiral small 
satisfaction. One immediate result was the destruction 
of tlie U-boat responsible— the U-546. 

Pillsbury, Flaherty, Neunzer, Chalelain, Varian, Hub- 
bard, Janssen, and Keith Kill U-SJd 

The U-boat skipper who fired at the Frederick C, 
Davis must have known he was courting suidde. For 
the DE scouting line closed around the U-boat like a 
noose. Pillsbury (Lieutenant Commander G. W. 
Casselman, U.S.N.R.)— Flaherty (Lieutenant Com- 
mander H. C. Duff, U.S.N.R.)— Neunzer (Lieutenant 
Commander V. E. Gex, U.S,N,R,)— Chatelain (Lieu- 
tenant Commander D, S. Knox, U.S.N.R.)— Variah 
(Lieutenant Commander L. A. Myhre, U.S,N.R.)— 
Hubbard (Commander L. C. Mabley, U.S.N.R-)— 
Janssen (Lieutenant Commander S. G. Rubinov/, Jr., 
U.S.N,R.)— Keith (Lieutenant W. W. Patrick, 
U.S.N.R.)— these eight soon formed a “ring" around 
the submerged U-faoaL 

The submarine hunt conducted by this killer group 
stands as exemplary of the A/S tactics employed by 
hunter-killers at that stage of the war. For this reason 
the action is recounted in some detaiL 

Immediately after the Frederick C. TiKvis was 
torpedoed. Task Unit Commander Hall ordered 
Neun'zer and Hayter to start "Operation Observ- 
ant,” PiLLSBL'R.Y to circle the area, and Flaherty to 
pick up survivals. V/hile engaged in rescue. 
Flahepty made sonar contact on the U-fx-<af 
0917. Hall immediately -i 
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assist. DE's SaiocciNs and Jack W. Wilkf, were 
directed to conduct a four-mile box scardi around 
the other two, and the sub hunt went into high gear. 

About 0120 Reuben Jamics also gained contact, and 
Bucklev, stepping up speed to 10 knots, opened the 
range to attack. The sub, whicli had made no evasive 
maneuvers, now swung to the right. At 550-yard range 
Buckley had crossed tlie submarine’s bow. Opening 
to 1,050 yards (at 0125), the DE commenced her 
approach. 

Buckley gained attack position at 0129, and Eicu- 
tenant Crutchfield gave the order for a full hedgehog 
salvo. The 2'1 projectiles described their parabolic 
flight. The water nistlcd and foamed as the barrage 
sank in. Ten seconds. Fifteen seconds. Twenty. Then 
-Bam-bam-baml Strung explosions had the water 
boiling like scltrer. 

At 0131 there was a ‘‘heavy underwater explosion." 
At 013‘1 there was an explosion described by Bucki.ey 
listeners as ‘‘very heavy." All ships in the group felt 
the detonation, and Sound lost contact with the sub- 
marine. BucKi.nY‘s scardilights examined the sea- 
scape. Up came a spew of oil and assorted flotsam. 

In the pre-dawn gloaming a whaleboat was low- 
ered, and the destroyermcn pulled across the u-ater to 
comb the debris. Pieces of wood, cluinks of cork, 
several pillows and cushions, and some dubious 
anatomical items were fished from the oily sludge. 

"There," said an A/S veteran, "is your evidence." 

But to doubly certify this U-boat‘s destruction, 
Buckley‘s hunter-killer team remained on the spot 
throughout the morning. About 11*15, DE’s Reuben 
James, Scroggins, and Jack IV, Wilke formed a line 
and searched around the point of attack until eve- 
ning. Forty depth charges were dropped on the 
"grave." If the U-boat had been playing dead, tlie 
ruse would have been discovered during this all-day 
inquest. By nightfall it was evident that submarine 
rigor mortis had set in. 

Buckley’s attack was officially analyzed as excel- 
lent. The critique read: "Buckley slowed to 5 knots 
and waited until contact was gained also by Reuben 
James before commencing the run on the U-boat. 
This was a safe speed to counter the possibility of 
acoustic torpedoes, and at the same time the U-boat 
was apparently not alerted, as evidenced by lack of 
evasive maneuvers." 

Buckley undoubtedly made the kill in the first run 
over the target. 

The submarine was the U-879, 

Carter and Neal A. Scott Kill U-518 

Two days after the Buckley kill tvas reported, an- 
other hunter-killer group entered the Atlantic Battle. 


Tliis was task Group 22.13 (Commander M. H. 
I-Iarris, U.S.N.R.), on barrier patrol in mid-ocean 
about 550 miles northwest of the Azores. 

On the niglit of April 21-22, Uiis hunter-killer 
group was directed to leave the patrol area and pro- 
ceed to Argcntia, Newfoundland. The ships headed 
westward in the evening. Moonlight was blurred by a 
light overcast, but the seascape, wind-roughened, was 
illumined, svith 5-milc visibility. 

They had been steaming westward for about 40 
minutes when the group’s flagship, destroyer-escort 
Cartiir (Lieutenant Commander F. J. T. Baker, 
U.S.N.R.), swept up a submarine contact The team 
svent into action. IVhilc Carter held contact, Scott 
was coached in for an attack. Task Group Com- 
mander Harris directed the other two DE's-Mum 
and Sutton— to circle the area of contact 

The play, then, fell to Neal A. Scott (Lieutenant 
Commander P. D. Holden). At 2156 die Scott had a 
sonar bead on the U-boat, and opened fire with 
hedgehog. Two mufllcd explosions indicated hits at a 
depth of some 400 feet 

At 2205 Cartiji attacked with hedgehog. Again the 
water ecliocd to several deep explosions. These deton- 
ations were immediately followed by a deepsea blast 
Ten minutes later the dcpdis emitted a volcanic 
thunder that was felt and heard by all hands in 
Carter and Scott, 

"That’s it, boys! There goes your old U-boall" 

The DE’s continued to probe and "ping." But the 
submarine ivas not there. Scardiing die surface, the 
destroyermcn found the significant oil slick and float- 
ing trash. Among the residue were scraps of paper, 
shattered wood, and two tattered wooden boxes. The 
victim under this rubbish was eventually identified 
as the U-518. 

Destroyer-escorts Carter and Neal A. Scott had 
sunk the fifth U-boat to be dowmed by American 
destroyermcn that mondi. 


Loss of U.S.S. Frederick C. Davis 

As the plane flics from St. Johns, Newfoundland, 
to Fayal in the Azores, the distance is 1,180 miles. On 
April 23, 1945, in mid-Atlantic about halfway be- 
tween St. Johns and Fayal, several escort-carriers and 
a parade of destroyer-escorts were strung out m a 
100-mile north-south barrier patrol. This CVE-DE 
flotilla, one of the largest hunter-killer forces ye| 
assembled, formed another segment of the net 
spread to catch the super-Schnorkels swimming across 
the Atlantic to invade America’s Eastern Sea Frontier. 

The A/S barrier svas composed of two CVE task 
groups (TG. 22.3 and TG. 22.4) and a large detach- 
ment of DE’s. The force was operating under Com- 
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As the U-boat’s conning tower broke water, all 
ships that had a clear range opened fire. Frantic sub- 
mariners fought their way out of the hatches. Under 
a storm of hits the sub plunged and rolled. At 1844, 
her bridge knocked all acockbill, the U-546 went 
under with her Schnorkel tliroat severed. 

The killer of the Frederick C. Davis had been 
executed. The destroyermen moved in to capture the 
survivors. Thirty-three U-boaters, including the sub- 
marine’s Commanding Officer, Herr Kapitan Leut- 
nant Paul Just, were taken prisoner. 

Interrogated, Herr Kapitan Just said he fired at 
the Frederick C. Davis because it was a question of 
his getting the DE or the Davis sinking him. 

Natchez, Coffman, Bostwick, and Thomas Sink U~5i8 

Night off Cape Hatteras, with the calendar moving 
into the last day of April, 1945. Convoy KN-382 (Key 
West to New York) was steaming placidly along in 
the Gulf Stream about 100 miles from tlie entrance of 
Chesapeake Bay. There was nothing to disturb the 
routine until one of the escorts, the frigate Natchez 
(Lieutenant J. H. Stafford, U.S.N.R.) made a sound 
contact. 

The sub was on the frigate’s starboard bow, bear- 
ing 20°. Lieutenant Stafford immediately took the 
conn and headed Natchez for the target, intending 
to ram and drop an embarrassing pattern. A moment 
later the frigate’s lookouts sighted a periscope and 
glimpsed a Schnorkel stack. The U-boat was dead 
ahead, trailing a broad feather, coming at high speed. 
Before Natchez could change course to ram, the 
U-boat disappeared. 

The frigate dropped the embarrassing pattern, 
then, changed course to pursue. Unfortunately the 
convoy intervened, making an emergency turn; 
Natchez had to turn away to avoid collision. Mean- 
while her radio had enlivened the ainvaves with the 
word, and Task Group 02.10, patrolling a nearby 
area, picked up the message. The group commander. 
Captain G. A. Parkinson, U.S.N.R., offered prompt 
assistance. 

Holding her own astern of the convoy, frigate 
Natchez regained contact. The target was on her 
starboard bow. Stafford reduced his vessel’s speed to 
10 knots and prepared to throw hedgehog at the 
Schnorkel submarine. The U-boat evaded, apparently 
releasing Pillenwerfer to obscure the trail, Natchez 
regained contact at 1400 yards, and dropped a bar- 
rage of depth charges with magnetic settings. There 
were two detonations immediately after firing, and 
two explosions from great depth. Results were in- 
determinable. And at this point the hunt was turned 
over to TG 02.10. 


Parkinson’s task group was composed of the 
destroyer-escorts Coffman (Lieutenant Commander 
J. C. Crocker, U.S.N.R,), Bostwick (Lieutenant J. R. 
Davidson, U.S.N.R.), and Thomas (Lieutenant Com- 
mander D. M. Kellogg, U.S.N.R.), Coffman was first 
to pick up the contact. At 2310, about 20 minutes 
after she made contact, the DE attacked with Mark X 
projectors. Ordered to maintain contact and prepare 
to direct creeping attacks after her next run, Coff- 
man followed through with a second attack. At 2348 
she made her third attack witli hedgehog, and nega- 
tive results. She then coached Thomas into attack 
position. 

At 0036 Thomas stepped in to start a creeping 
attack. The fathometer registered 90 fathoms as the 
DE passed over tlie sub and dropped depth charges. 
Then Bostwick was coached into attack position. 
She laid down a barrage at 0115, Eight minutes after 
Bostwick’s opening salvo, deep-sea explosions were 
heard over a sono buoy. Nothing definite. 

Coached by Coffman, the frigate Natchez re- 
sumed the attack and dropped a depth-charge barrage 
at 0207. When tlie pattern was completed, the frigate 
sighted a pond of dark oil on the ocean’s surface. 
Coffman and Thomas then ran “Operation Observ- 
ant," after which Coffman delivered a creeping 
attack coached on by Thomas. At 0447 the Sound 
crew in Thomas heard a thunderous underwater 
explosion. Thereafter, silence under the sea. 

In the dimness before dawn the hunters con- 
ducted an exhaustive search, but the sub had gone 
beyond the reach of detection gear. Daylight showed 
a seascape blotched with the dark oil stains which 
mark the death-bed of a hemorrhaging submarine. 
Somewhere deep under, a U-boat was sinking into the 
primal mud. Post-war inquest disclosed the sub- 
marine’s identity. The frigate and the three DE’s 
had demolished U-548. 

The Schnorkel specimen sunk off Cape Hatteras 
was the seventh U-boat downed by American de- 
stroyermen in April, 1945. But the thunder of tor- 
pedoes, hedgehogs, depth charges, and bursting sub- 
marines in the Atlantic was to echo through to the 
war’s bitter end. 

Farquhar Kills U-881 

On May 6, 1945, destroyer-escort Farquhar (Lieu- 
tenant Commander D. E. Walter, U.S.N.R.) was serv- 
ing as a unit in the screen for the escort-carrier 
Mission Bay, patrolling an area off the southeast 
reaches of the Grand Banks. 

At 0313 of a morning starlit and invigoi-ating, with 
the sea an expanse of indigo, Farquhar made Sound 
contact— range 1,300 yards. The Officer of the Deck 
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TER to discontinue "Observant” and conduct rescue 
operations while Pillsbury (his flagship) went to 
assist Flaherty. 

The following, a condensation of the group’s battle 
report, times the A/S action as it developed. 

0950: Flaherty maneuvered into attack position and 
fired a hedgehog pattern. 

1020: Flaherty made hedgehog attack, assisted by Pills- 
bury. 

1023: Flaherty fired a magnetic-set pattern of Mark 8 
charges in creeping attack, directed by Pillsbury. 
Depth-charge explosions were heard. 

1028: Pillsbury lost contact 
1034: Pillsbury regained contact, range 900 yards. 
1045: Pillsbury lost contact; sub appeared to be very 
deep— estimated about 600 feet 

During the hour that Pillsbury had been holding 
contact on the target and acting as assistant to Flah- 
erty, she had found it extremely dilBcult to keep 
sonar tabs on the evading submarine. The sonar 
echoes were almost indiscernible, described by the 
Sound crew as "very weak and mushy.” It was evident 
that the U-boat was operating at the deepest level en- 
durable, and maneuvering radically at varying speeds 
from practically zero to 5 knots. 

1056: Pillsbury and Flaherty commenced "Operation 
Observant” 

1059: Commander Hall ordered ComCortDiv 62 (Com- 
mander J. F. Bowling, Jr., in Otter) to form a 
search line, composed of all ships not engaged in 
attacks or rescue operations, to ready for search 
sweeps. 

1104: ComCortDiv 62 %vas ordered to remain at scene of 
Davis sinking to direct rescue operations. 

1133: Task Unit Commander Hall ordered DE Hubbard 
to bring search line forward through target area. 
1150: Pillsbury joined line as guide. 

1152: Otterstetter was ordered to join Hayter and 
Otter in rescue work. 

1201: Flaherty obtained contact on U-boat 
1202: Flaherty reported her sound gear out and that 
contact should be ahead of DE Varian, range 
about 1,000 yards. 

1205: Varian obtained contact. 

1211: DE Janssen was ordered to attack, Varian assist- 
ing. 

1228: Janssen delivered depth-charge attack. 

1233: Hubbard was ordered to join Janssen; Varian to 
assist and coach creeping attack. 

With Varian directing maneuvers, Hubbard and 
Janssen steamed into attack position. The U-boat 
was deep, but the two DE’s were determined to dig it 
out whatever the level. Down went the depth-charges, 
a creeping attack that was launched at 1250. 


1254: Varian reported a large air bubble,' 

1255: DE Neunzer was ordered to the scene of contact. 
1259: Hubbard reported indications that U-boat was at 
depth of 600 feet. 

1314: Another creeping attack delivered. 

1320: Janssen relieved by Flaherty at scene of contact. 
1341: Creeping attack delivered. 

1346: DE Chatelain ordered to scene of attack 
1418: ComtCortDiv 62, in Otter, and DE Hayter left 
scene of Davis torpedoing to deliver survivors to 
escort carriers Core and Bogue. DE Otterstetter 
remained on scene of torpedoing to continue 
search for any remaining survivors. 

1515: Varian reported depth indication that U-boat 
was at depth of 580 feet. 

1516: Another depth-charge attack delivered. 

1545: DE Cockrill ordered to scene of contact. 

1549: Creeping attack delivered by Neunzer, Varian, 
and H ubbard, with Chatelain as directing ship. 
1556: By means of depth-finding equipment, submarine 
located at 420-foot level. Contact lost shortly thert 
after. 

At 1637 Chatelain and Neunzer were ordered to 
return to the line. During the previous attacks, Com- 
mander Hall had held the line in readiness to make 
a sweep forward if contact was lost. At 1649 he 
ordered all ships back into line, and the echo-ranging 
sweep was expanded. 

1650: Cockrill obtained contact 
1705: Having lost contact, Cockrill suggested that line 
make sweep through area. 

1723: Line started fonvard through area, Pillsbury as 
guide. 

1731: Varian reported contact 
1734: DE Keith reported contact 
1737: Pillsbury ordered to scene of contact to assist 
1743: Flaherty ordered to assist 
1747: By means of depth-finding equipment Keith re- 
ported indications that U-boat was at depth of 
220 feet Task Unit Commander Hall ordered at- 
tack to be switched to hedgehog, in view of de- 
creased depth. 

1810: Flaherty delivered hedgehog attack. Pillsbury 
noted underwater explosion on sound gear. 

1814: Small oil slick reported near scene of last attack. 
1824: Flaherty reported bubbles coming up. 

1828: Flaherty delivered hedgehog attack 
1838: U-boat surfaced. 

From 9:50 in the morning to 6:30 in the evening 
—under fire for IO 1/2 hours, the sweating Germans 
had had enough of it. Moreover, the U-boat had been 
damaged by depth charge and hedgehog. Unable to 
endure slow suicide, they elected to rise and get it 
over with. The conclusion was as swift as it was 
inevitable. 
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Boating through this flotsam some time later, the 
destroyermen picked up escape lungs, some pieces of 
German equipment, and other items bearing visible 
evidence of a kill. That afternoon divers from New 
London found tlie dead submarine. No survivors 
were recovered. 

Downed a few hours before the Nazi surrender, the 
U-853 was tlte last German submarine demolished by 
American destroyermen in "World War II. “X” 
marked the spot at lat. 41-13N., long. 71-27 W., witli- 
in sight of Point Juditli and Block Island, Rhode 
Island. 

The battle of the Atlantic was finally and definitely 
over. 

Atlantic Battle Summary 

\T-Day— tlie radio operators of DcsLant could not 
believe tlieir ear-phones. Hitler cremated, Nazi Ger- 
many Kaput, Eisenhower at the gates of Berlin. De- 
stroyermen, incredulous, took it at first for scuttle- 
butt. Then the word came over the squawk-boxes: 

ATTENTION ALL HANDS AT ITVO FORTY-ONE IN THE MORN- 
ING OF MAY SEVEN THE SURRENDER INSTRUMENT WAS 
SIGNED BY FIELD MARSHAL JODL 

All hostilities ceased at midnight on May 8. Doeniiz, 
wearing Der Fcuhrer’s tattered mantle, had capitu- 
lated. 

Like woodchucks emerging en masse from their 
holes on some mythical Ground-Hog Day, German 
submarines in the Atlantic began surfacing and sur- 
rendering. Most of these popped up in tlie eastern 
Atlantic to surrender to British forces. Seven sur- 
faced in the western Atlantic. One of these, the U-805, 
came up off Delaware Bay early in the moming of 
May 9, to haul down tlie flag to an A/S force whicli 
took tlie sub as a prize to Philadelphia. Another, die 
U-234, made its appearance on die Eastern Sea Fron- 
tier off the New England coast. A prize crew hauled 
this Schnorkeler into Portsmouth, N.H., where it 
ivas learned that the U-boat had been bound for 
Japan widi a cargo of two Japanese officers— both of 
whom, just before die submarine’s surrender, had 
ceremoniously committed hari-kiri. 

With the U-boat war at an end. Navy statisticians 
promptly set to work on summarizations, percentages, 
and totals. To die American destroyermen who had 
fought the hot Atlantic Battle, some of these cold 
figures proved most interesting. 

German submarines fighting in World War II to 
cut the Allies’ trans-Atlantic lifelines, had sunk some 
3,000 Allied and neutral vessels for a staggering loss 
of more than 14,000,000 tons of shipping. 

But after the U.S. Navy entered the Atlantic Batde, 


the ratio of ships sunk to U-boats sunk was drastically 
altered in favor of the Allies. About 26 Allied vessels 
went down for each U-boat destroyed in 1940. By 

1942 the ratio was 13 Allied vessels per U-boat. In 

1943 the exchange was 2 for 1, and in the second half 
of that year more enemy subs were sunk than Allied 
vessels were torpedoed. In 1944 the Allies whittled the 
excliange down to .8 for 1, and in 1945 it was reduced 
to .4— or more tlian two U-boats sunk for every tor- 
pedoed Allied vessel. 

Contrast the expiring U-boat effort with the in- 
creasingly successful American convoy effort, as sum- 
marized by U.S. Fleet A/S Bulletin for January, 1945. 

While 5 per cent more convoys and convoyed 
ships were sailed in 1944 than in 1943, without 
increase in escorts, yet casualties to these ships from 
enemy action dropped from 201 to 30 ships. Of 
these, 136 and 16 respectively were sunk while 
under convoy protection. In other words, the risk 
of a ship which starts in convoy becoming a casu- 
alty dropped from one in 163 in 1943 to one in 
1,156 in 1944. 

The risk of casualty in ocean convoys dropped 
from one in 77 to one in 650, while the same risk 
in the coastals fell from one in 575 to one in 
15,815. 

While the number convoyed across the ocean in 
1944 rose 48 per cent over 1943, ships in coastal 
convoys declined 21 per cent. The average size of 
ocean convoys increased from 43 ships in 1943 to 
50 in 1944, whereas coastals declined from seven 
to five ships. Escorts per ocean convoy decreased 
slightly from 8.3 to 8.1 vessels, while average coastal 
escorts likewise dropped from 2.6 to 2.3 vessels. 

Statistics on Allied ship-production complete the 
picture of Nazi Germany’s defeat in tlie Atlantic 
Battle. To win that battle, the wolfpacks had to sink 
ships faster tlian Allied building yards could replace 
them. 

Until the autumn of 1942, the U-boats consistently 
reduced the available total of Allied tonnage. In other 
words, the wolfpacks sank Allied and neutral vessels 
faster tlian those vessels could be replaced. But in 1943 
American and British replacements more than quad- 
rupled the lost shipping. The table on the next page 
briefs the loss and replacement picture for 1944-45. 

The Nazi U-boat effort was swamped by an Ameri- 
can shipbuilding program that produced an average 
of one million tons of new merchant ships per 
month after January 1, 1943, for a total of 24,000,000 
tons by January 1, 1945. 

During the war, the United States Navy, in partner- 
ship with United Nations forces, escorted some 
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sounded the appropriate alarm and gave "Right 
standard rudderl" With no opportunity to determine 
the sub’s movement, he assumed from the bearing 
tliat it was headed into the screen. Farquhar’s course 
had her on top of the target before the Schnorkel sub 
could draw a good breath. 

At 0322 the DE delivered an urgent attack— 13 
depth charges, shallow setting. About 1,800 yards 
from the pattern, a sono buoy with night marker was 
dropped after the attack. Explosions thundered in the 
water. Then seven distinct blasts were heard over 
the sono buoy at 0403, and two final explosions were 
heard over the sono buoy at 0409. After tliese trail- 
ing detonations, Farquhar. was unable to regain 
contact. 

She ran "Operation Observant,” and was presently 
joined by Hill and Douglas L. Howard, under Com- 
mander E. W. Yancey, ComCortDiv 9, in Howard. 
For almost twelve and a half hours the search con- 
tinued, but the sub was "sunk without trace.” Far- 
quhar had done her job with neatness and despatch. 
With a single depth-charge pattern she had obliter- 
ated another U-boat. And she had not long to %vait 
for the victim’s post-war identification. Hitler was 
already dead. Berlin was a heap of bricks. Within a 
few hours the slaughter in Europe would be over. 

Farquhar killed U-881 on the day before VE-Day. 

Atherton and Moberly Kill U-853 (Finale's End) 

The waters between Point Judith, Rhode Island, 
and Block Island were decidedly unhealthy for Ger- 
man undersea boats, whether of World War I vintage 
or the ultra-modern Schnorkel variety. 

The Schnorkel submarine that invaded that area 
on the evening of May 5, 1945, was a marked U-boat. 
Reckless to the verge of insanity, the captain of this 
submersible not only took her within four miles of 
Point Judith (near Newport Naval Base) but went so 
far as to strike at an American vessel. Moreover, in- 
stead of torpedoing a liner or a warship, this super- 
sub torpedoed a little 5,300-ton coal collier, the 
S.S. Black Point. All that naval science, marine engi- 
neering, and Prussian training to sink a small, un- 
armed merchantman and a load of coal hardly worth 
the price of a torpedol 

Certainly the torpedoing wasn’t worth it to the 
crew of U-853. The submarine had hardly begun 
evasive action before the S-O-S was on the air, and all 
the A/S forces in the area were alerted. 

Those forces were considerable. Naval craft from 
Providence, Newport, Mystic, New London. Coast 
Guardsmen from Point Jude, Block Island, Montauk. 
Destroyers, destroyer-escorts, corvettes, frigates, armed 
yachts. Land-based aircraft. Float planes. All the 


Army and Navy units in the region were ready to go. 
Among the units in the region was Task Group 60.7, 
which had just delivered a Gibraltar convoy to New 
York and was approaching the west end of the Cape 
Cod Canal, en route to Boston. Commander Eastern 
Sea Frontier dispatched three of these craft to the 
scene of the Black Point torpedoing, to search for 
and destroy the vandal U-boat. The ships were under 
the over-all tactical command of Commander F. C. B. 
McCune, Commander of Task Group'60.7. 

Thus the destroyer-escort Atherton (Lieutenant 
Commander L. Iselin, U.S.N.R.), the destroyer 
Ericsson, and the frigate Moberly (Lieutenant Com- 
mander L. B. Tollaksen, U.S.C.G.) were soon comb- 
ing the seascape off Point Judith. Ericsson’s hunt was 
fruitless. But, probing with their detection gear, both 
the Atherton and the frigate made contact with a 
submerged vessel lying about five miles from the 
scene of the torpedoing. A sunken hull? Or a U-boat 
down tliere on the bottom? Contact had been made 
within three hours of the attack on Black Point. 
The target remained stationary as Lieutenant Com- 
manders Iselin and Tollaksen maneuvered their ships 
into position, "pinging” carefully, listening. 

Tense destroyermen waited as Atherton’s ASW 
officer checked the sonar information. On the bridge, 
frigate Moberly’s lookouts scanned the surface for 
some revelatory sign. Then Navy skipper and Coast 
Guard skipper jumped their crews into fast action. 

"That’s a pig-boat down there, all righti” 

"Hold your hats, boysl We’re going ini” 

Atherton attacked. Moberly attacked. Down went 
the TNT. 

Up came mounds of water and the thunder of sea- 
smothered explosions. The first explosions must have 
sent clouds of mud swirling around the conning 
tower of the bottomed submarine. The assailed U- 
boat made no move. Her machinery was not running. 
Either her motors were paralyzed by some casualty, 
or her captain had decided to sit it out. In either case, 
there was no escape for the U-853. At midnight the 
destroyermen were still pelting the target with hedge- 
hogs and ashcans. The blasting continued through 
the early hours of May 6, a din that roused the fisher- 
men on distant Block Island and rattled the windows 
of the island post oflBce. 

In their pressure hull the U-boaters were as con- 
fined as meats in a nut. A sledge-hammer depth- 
charge came down— slami— and the nutshell cracked. 
Slam! Slam! Slam! The shell was crushed. 

The men aboard Atherton and Moberly saw 
bubbles cluster on the surface. Up came a gurgling 
giish of oil. With the oil came chunks of cork. A great 
litter of cork that spread out across the heaving sea. 
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YEAR 

GERMAN 

ALLIED 


SUBMARINES 

SHIPPING 


SUNK 

SUNK 


Number of Vessels 

1944 

241 

1,422 

1945 (4 months) 

153 

458 

TOTALS 

394 

1,880 


NEW CONSTRUCTION 


UNITED 

STATES 

BRITISH 

TOTAL 

OR LOSSES 


(In Thousands of Tons) 


11,639 

3,551 

1,710 

283 

13,349 

3,834 

+11,927 
+ 3576 

15A90 

1,993 

17A83' 

+15503 


17,500 ships across the Atlantic Ocean. A total of 
3,500,000 troops were carried overseas to North 
Africa and Europe. More than 150,000,000 tons of 
war supplies were ferried across the Atlantic to those 
battle fronts. 

In order to achieve that tremendous transporta- 
tion task the Allied navies had to conquer the Ger- 
man submarines. Entering the war in 1939, and 
bearing the brunt thereafter, British A/S forces in 
the Atlantic downed the most U-boats— a total of 
561. American A/S forces accounted for 177. British- 
American A/S forces cooperatively destroyed 16. 
French, Dutch, Polish, Norwegian, Czech and other 
United Nations forces accounted for 14. 

Of the 177 U-boats destroyed by American forces. 
Army aircraft demolished 48 in air raids on enemy- 
held seaports, and sank 14 at sea. The remaining 115 
were downed by Navy A/S forces. 

Of particular interest to destroyermen is the fact 
that DD’s, DE’s, Coast Guard cutters, and other A/S 
craft, operating singly and in hunter-killer teams, 
downed 48 U-boats— 43 in the Atlantic and 5 in the 
Mediterranean. They also accounted for 2 Italian 
submarines. 

All things considered, the U.S. Navy’s combat losses 
in the Atlantic anti-submarine war were remarkably 
light. The American-A/S forces opposed a deadly foe, 
superbly trained, magnificently equipped, supremely 
dangerous. But the U-boats were able to torpedo and 
sink but ten American A/S vessels— the escort-carrier 


Block Island, the destroyers Jacob Jones and Leary, 
destroyer-escorts Fiske and Frederick C. Davis, and 
five Coast Guard cutters. 

Compared with the damage dealt the undersea 
enemy by the sub-hunters, these losses emphasize a 
significant fact. Attacking slow, feebly-armed mer- 
chantmen, the U-boats were in their element. But 
the fast-moving warship armed with hedgehog, depth 
charges, and radar, and supported by aircraft, was the 
U-boat’s Nemesis. Schnorkel and the capacity to dive 
to depths approaching 700 feet might have swung the 
balance in the U-boat’s favor. But these submarine 
innovations were not developed in time. The U-boats 
that fought the Battle of the Atlantic were no match 
for the CVE-DD-DE hunter-killer teams. 

In his final report to Navy Secretary Forrestal, 
Admiral King summarized: 

“In the 12 months from 1 June, 1944, 135 convoys 
arrived in United Kingdom ports from overseas with 
a total of 7,157 merchant ships totalling more than 
50,000,000 gross tonnage. The escort of this shipping 
and the provision of trained naval armed guard crews 
aboard the merchant vessels were among the primary 
tasks performed by the United States Navy in the 
prosecution of the war in Europe. The Navy’s anti- 
submarine campaign with the British-United States 
integrated convoy system was in great part responsible 
for the vital shipping necessary for the Allied land 
offensive which broke into the Fortress of Europe in 
1944 and overwhelmed the Germans ashore in 1945. 






^any Japanese naval units and island comman s 

■o the United States destroyer forces. 

these surrenders took place on one of the fightinges 


of them all, U.S.S. Nicholas (DD 449). Here we see two Japa- 
nese captains in the wardroom of Nicholas after they surrend.. 
to Captain Harry S. Heneberger. The date ts 


treated to 5-incli gunnery. The torpedo spread missed, 
but the gunnery blasted a pair of marus. Fifty-two 
Japs were fished from the water by the Dunlap 
destroyermen. The destroyer concluded the foray 
during the forenoon watch by sinking an oil-loaded 
freighter. 

On June 26, destroyers Bearss, John Hood, Jarvis 
(a new one named after the one that vanished off 
Guadalcanal), Porter, Anderson, and Hughes, under 
Captain R. O. Strange, ComDesDiv 114, struck 
farther afield. Operating with Task Force 92 (Rear 
Admiral J, H. Brown, Jr.), these DD’s sortied from 
Attu in the Aleutians to visit the cold waters of 
northern Japan. The force left Attu on the 2Ist. 
Three days out, it split into two groups, destroyers 
Anderson and Hughes, with cruiser Trenton, re- 
maining east of the Kurile Islands, while the rest of 
the force raced westward into the Okhotsk Sea. 

United States submarines had already probed these 
dangerous inner waters and alarmed the defenders. 
A penetration by surface ships was therefore doubly 
hazardous. But cruisers Richmond (flagship) and 
Concord, and destroyers Bearss, John Hood, Jarvis, 
and Porter went boldly in. About 0540 in the morn- 
ing of the 26th, the ships sighted a Japanese convoy 
southwest of Paramushiro. Upon discovery, the Jap 
convoy broke formation, scattered, and went helter- 
skelter across the seascape. Most of the marus ran 
northward. They could not out-run destroyer star- 
shells and 5-inch gunnery. Porter sank a 2,000-ton 
freighter. Bearss shot at a smaller ship which disap- 
peared from the radar screen. A large tug or a small 
7naru went down under fire from Jarvis. One small 
unidentified vessel was damaged by 40 mm. fire from 
John Hood. After about an hour’s shooting, the four 
destroyers were ordered to break off the action and 
rejoin the cruisers. The Task Force returned to Attu 
on the 27 th— mission successful, and no ships dam- 
aged. 

If the results of such anti-shipping sweeps as the 
foregoing were meager, it was not from lack of try- 
ing on the part of the sweepers. The Japanese had 
begun the war with a merchant marine of some 
6,000,000 tons. By the summer of 1945 the figure had 
been reduced to about 312,000 tons, and many of the 
marus which remained afloat were tied up for lack 
of fuel. American naval vessels on the warpath were 
hunting a "ghost fleet.” 

Late in July, Destroyer Squadron 61, led by Cap- 
tain T. H. Hederman, conducted a high-speed raid 
to sweep shipping from the very threshold of Honshu. 
Plunging through seas kicked up by the backwash 
of a typhoon, they shot up shipping which hugged 
the Honshu coast west of Nojima Saki, sinking a 


medium-sized and a small freighter, and damaging 
another mediuih cargoman and its escort. The gun- 
nery was answered by AA fire, which was mistakenly 
directed skyward, and a few salvos rumbled out from 
shore batteries. No DD was hit. 

The destroyers which participated in this daring 
sweep were De Haven (flagship of Captain Heder- 
man), Mansfield, Lyman K. Swenson, Maddox, Col- 
lett, Taussig, Blue, Samuel N. Moore, and Brush. 
Commander W. H. McClain, in Taussig, doubled as 
destroyer captain and division commander. This dual 
responsibility invited the following comment from 
Squadron Commander Hederman: "The fact that 
there was no regularly assigned division commander 
in DesDiv 122 affected my plans considerably. The 
Commanding Officer of a 2^00-ton destroyer has all 
he can do to maneuver and fight his ship without 
being given the added duties of division commander 
in a tactical set-up. Therefore, everything I did was 
done in an effort to keep the divisions together to be 
maneuvered by the Squadron Commander." 

Endorsing Captain Hederman’s report. Admiral 
Halsey, after complimenting the squadron on its suc- 
cessful raid, wrote: 

"Attention is particularly invited to the absence of 
a division commander in Destroyer Division 122. 
Only in cases of urgent necessity should officers in 
command of tactical units be detached without re- 


lief.” 

At this time Halsey’s fleet, consisting of 105 United 
States warships and 28 British naval vessels, was 
parading up and down the Pacific coasts of Japan, 
bombarding shore targets almost with impunity. 


American carrier planes swarmed like angry bees over 
Japan’s naval ports. Striking at the Yokosuka naval 
base in Tokyo Bay, they sank a Jap destroyer, wrecked 
the battleship Nagato, and ruined the port facilities. 
During the last week of July, American and British 
carrier planes hammered the big naval base at Kure. 
Jap aircraft made a determined effort to stave off these 
strikes, but they were brushed aside by the Allied air 
armadas. Kure was battered to a pulp. Sunk were the 
aircraft carrier Kaiyo, Japan’s last CVE, and the 
carrier-battleship Hyuga. Cruisers Kitagami and 
Oyodo were sent to the bottom. Carriers Katsuraci 


and Amagi were badly smashed, the battleship 
Haruna was driven to the beach where it burne 
like a stove, and the carrier-battleship Ise, an 


cruisers Tone and Aoba, plus two destroyers, were 
disabled. After this massive destruction, all that was 
left of the once mighty Imperial Navy was a light 
CTuiser, a training cruiser, perhaps a dozen destroyers, 
and some 55 ocean-going submarines. Aside from 
the submarines, Siam had almost as large a fleet. 
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Japan’s vestigial undersea arm was still capable of 
striking homicidal— and suicidal— blows. Preferring 
the former to the latter. Admiral Miwa sent his I- 
boats and RO-boats out to fight as well as die. On 
July 29 the submarine 1-58 struck Halsey’s Third 
Fleet an excruciating smash by intercepting and sink- 
ing the heavy cruiser Indianapous off Leyte. The 
torpedoed cruiser sank in about 15 minutes. Down 
with her went 696 men and officers. Somebody failed 
to get the word, and the fact that the ship did not 
make a sclreduled arrival at her port of destination 
went unnoticed for a number of hours. For four 
days the survivors were adrift. When tliey were finally 
found and picked up, only 316 remained. This was 
Japan’s last undersea triumph. It was a Pyrrhic vic- 
tory. 

Meanwhile, American destroyermen were relent- 
lessly fighting the A/S campaign. In the third week of 
July a DesPac DE teamed up with carrier aircraft to 
score the last major submarine kill, destroyer-wise, 
in the Pacific. The job was done by the L. C. Taylor 
and planes from the canner Anzio. 

L. C. Taylor and Aircraft from Anzio Kill 1-13 

Sortieing from San Pedro Bay in the Phihppines on 
July 6, 1945, the escort-carrier Anzio and five DE’s 
headed seaward for a rendezvous witli a fuelling 
group. By July 16 the task group was cruising in an 
assigned area off Honshu. 

At 0747 in the morning of the 16th, an Anzio plane 
sighted and bombed a Jap sub which had dared day- 
light exposure on tlie surface. Trailing oil, the sub 
submerged. The wounded I-boat was tracked and 
attacked by a relief plane. At 1 140 the Lawrence C. 
Taylor (Lieutenant Commander J. R. Grey), flag- 
ship of Commander A. Jackson, Jr., U.S.N.R., Com- 
CortDiv 72, was guided into position by tlie plane. 
The DE let fly with a hedgehog barrage. A spatter of 
small explosions indicated hits. Two deep-bellied 
blasts echoed the rataplan. 

Fifteen minutes later, destroyer-escort Keller made 
a similar attack on a doubtful sonar contact, with no' 
results. Evidently Taylor’s hedge-hogging was suffi- 
cient. To the oil-streaked surface bobbed a miscellany 
of rubbish which included shattered deck planks, 
cork, sponge rubber, candles, Jap magazines, paper 
money, a snapshot (candid camera), and some soggy 
mail. The contents of this correspondence was not 
recorded; evidently it was not as interesting as some. 
(For instance, the postcard found on the body of a 
Kamikaze pilot, from a feminine admirer who praised 
him for joining the Suicide Corps and somewhat 
inconsistently “hoped that he would have a long and 
prosperous life.’’) 


The submarine which fell afoul of the Anzio air- 
craft and LAtVRENCE C. Taylor off Honshu had a 
short life and an impecunious one. But it did have 
the distinction of being the last big Jap sub downed 
by destroyermen in the Pacific War. It also had a 
numerological distinction similar to that which 
haunted destroyer Callaghan. Its number was 1-13. 

Johnnie Hutchins Versus Midgets 

The war against Miwa's submarines boomed on 
into August, 1945. The big ones made themselves 
scarce. But the midgets kept appearing from time 
to time, suicidal to the last. During tlie last week of 
the war, destroyer-escort Johnnie Hutchins swept up 
a school of midget subs in the ocean below Okinawa. 

On August 9, 1945, the Hutchins was working with 
a hunter-killer group, sweeping on the convoy road 
between Okinawa and Leyte, when her lookouts 
sighted what at first glance resembled a small whale 
breaking water about 2,000 yards on the quarter. At 
second glance it resembled a small submarine. 

The crew scrambled to battle stations as the DE’s 
skipper. Lieutenant Commander H. M. Godsey, 
U.S.N.R., headed Johnnie for the spot. At 1,500 yards 
the gunners opened fire. The DE closed the range to 
300 yards. From that distance the target looked like a 
floating iron boiler. It was about 45 feet in length 
and “similar in appearance to Jap midgets with the 
exception of the conning-tower structure which ex- 
tended six or eight inches above the hull and appeared 
to be nothing more than an escape hatch" 

Reminiscent of the Confederate Davids of the 
Civil War, this weird affair undoubtedly contained 
munitions and a man. The DE gunners hammered 
the thing with shellfire while Godsey sent his ship 
veering away, refusing to ram. This was doubtless a 
discreet tactic; Godsey was taking no chances on 
another Underhill disaster. 

The DE circled off; maneuvered to bring portside 
guns to bear; made another approach on the target. 
The queer little submarine "passed down the port 
side at .. . about two knots. It appeared to be trying 
to keep its bow pointed toward the ship." Then a 
new peril was encountered. In the words of Johnnie 
Hutchins’ Action Report: 

As submarine was being closed again, torpedo 
noises were heard over the sound gear, and at the same 
time a periscope was sighted on the port bow beyond 
the surfaced midget. Shortly thereafter, sonar contact 
was obtained at 700 yards and run was begun on this 
contact while the first submarine was still under fire. 

"As the first submarine, still surfaced, passed abeam 
of this vessel on the port side about 100 yards away, a 



The Allied Fleet in Tokyo !ia\'. On 27, 1915, the great liattleshijt Missouri, 

flyiug Admiral Halsey's flag and esrorled liy destroyers Xicliolas, O'llannon, and 
Taylor, steamed into the outer hay in fnef)aration for the surrender ceremony. 



Old friends in mothballs at Tong Ucach, California. From left to right arc Charles 
J. Badger (DD 657), Stcmble (DD 6FI), tVilcy (DD 597), Hudson (DD -175). and 
Hall (DD 5S5). Their next active duly was to be against the Communist aggressors. 
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The same Pacific, but a new assignment for the “small boys." Hostilities in Korea 
placed a demand upon the Fleet that could be met only by putting mothballed 
destroyers back to work. New crew members had the old jobs to learn all over again. 



Remnants of the once great Japanese fl 
that was smashed World irnr H. From P 
to bottom, the carrier A magi; battleships i 
Hyuga, and Haruna; the heavy cruisers o 
and Tone; the light cruisers Oyodo and > 
and a submarine captured in the Philippm^ 



direct hit from the after 5-inch 38 holed it and it sank 
immediately. 

Mcamuhile the periscope of the second submarine 
had disappeared and a torpedo wake was seen passing 
down starboard side of this vessel. 

A pattern of Mark S depth charges, set on magnetic, 
was dropped on the contact and three explosions 
were heard. Range was quickly opened and another 
attack made with charges. . . . 

At this point dcstroycr-cscorts Campbell, Munro, 
and Rolf stepped in to join the hunt William 
Seiverung (flagship of ComCortDiv 70) took charge 
of die attack. Linking up with Johnnie Hutchins to 
form a scouting line, tlie DE’s began a retiring search, 
as directed by Escort Division Commander R. Cul- 
linam. 

The search turned up a third midget sub. Its peri- 
scope was sighted by Johnnie Hutciiin's lookoim 
and the busy DE laid a dcplh-cliarge pattern which 
produced a prodigious explosion. Water gcyscrcd 30 
feet in tlic air, and tlic concussions shook the Seiver- 
ling a mile away. 

The four DE's continued the hunt for the remain- 
ing midget Late in the afternoon they were joined 
by destroyer-escorts George A. Johnson, Connolly, 
Metivter, and 'WnTFn. The ships ran the legs of 
search plans until MOO the following day. The other 
midget had cither escaped or gone sailing to tlie 
bottom. 

No debris could be found, so a positive identifica- 
tion of all three subs was impossible. Nor could a 
sinking of the trio be verified. But the sii-angc midget 
plugged by shellfire from Johnnie Hutchins un- 
doubtedly took a fatal plunge. 

Concerning the novel A/S battle, Johnnie Hutch- 
ixs’ skipper wrote: "The experience gained by this 
vessel during the past two months in training luith 
U.S. Fleet submarines in Subic Bay proved invalu- 
able in this engagement, particularly in regard to 
lookouts and other topside personnel spotting peri- 
scopes and torpedo wakes." 

Left-overs of tlic Imperial Nav)', Miwa's midgets 
were dangerous. But they were as vulnerable to skill- 
ful destroyer work as any other type of submersible. 

Michel Versus Human Torpedoes 

The last A/S scrimmage on the Okinawa road oc- 
™n-cd just three days after the second atomic blast 
and two days before VJ-Day. The episode, featuring 
the Japanese version of the human torpedo, suggests 
tat a few “Bushido" zealots were still extant. Vice 
Admiral Oldcndorf noted that the affair was "an 
excellent example of a comparatively new type of 


attack which threatened to become of major im- 
portance had the war continued.” 

On August 12, 1945, the destroyer-escort Thomas 
F. Nickel was escorting the landing-ship dock Oak 
Hill from Okinawa to Leyte. Late in tlie afternoon 
the ships readied a point about 360 miles southeast 
of Okinawa. And sunset was enameling the seascape 
when, at 1829, Oak Hill’s lookouts sighted a peri- 
scope feather on the port quarter. 

The alarm sent tlie Nickel steaming toivard the 
periscope's reported position. At 1830 a torpedo was 
seen broaching in Oak Hill’s wake. Nickel’s skipper. 
Lieutenant Commander C. S. Farmer, U.S.N.R., was 
maneuvering for a depth-charge attack when "it was 
realized that what was first believed to be a broaching 
normal torpedo must be a piloted (human) tor- 
pedo. . . ." The DE was brought about, full rudder, 
and headed toivard this creepy menace. 

Oak Hill zigzagged to evade, and the peculiar 
"fish" followed the ship like a trailing shark. Then, 
unable to overhaul, it disappeared in a ruffle of foam. 
A few minutes later the creiv below decks in Nickel 
heard something rasp along the port side of the ship, 
as though the DE’s hull had scraped against a sub- 
merged hulk. A moment later the human torpedo 
broke water about 2,500 yards away from the Nickel 
and proceeded to burst like an exploded mine. 

While the destroyermen were tlianking Providence 
for this upshot of a close shave, another periscope was 
reported skulking in Oak Hill’s wake. Lieutenant 
Commander Farmer did some fast maneuvering to 
place Thomas F. Nickel in position ahead of the 
periscope’s estimated track. Whereupon the DE 
dropped a pattern of diarges set for shallow deptli. 
There was a rumpus in tlie ivatcr, a hea \7 blast, then 
silence. Another human torpedo had squibbed out. 

About 1918 Oak Hill sighted still another marine 
menace, this time dead ahead. The ship swung to 
evade, and destroyer-escort Nickel steamed forward to 
investigate. She sighted what looked like a thin wake 
or oil slick, but the source could not be located by 
visual, radar, or sonar search. Whatever had been 
there was gone, and from there on out the evening 
seascape was serene. 

A brush with human torpedoes (too much of a 
brush for Nickel’s comfort) was unusual so far out 
in the ocean. Normally these monstrosities had about 
the cruising range of a naphtha launch. "It is be- 
lieved," Lieutenant Commander Farmer reported, 
"that a large submarine was controlling and observing 
attacks beyond sonar range, and probably to eastward 
of the task unit." 

This arrangement— mother submarine spawning 
human "fish” "’’^mething new ; 
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Doi.-CL.\S A. McNKO. CHARU5 E. Br,\NNON‘, AujJ-RTT. 
Hakkis, Dunuto. Jonr., nnd Dav. 

Wliilc "Aiusie” iroo]->s rnccd in to tlie benches, 
caiisers anc5 destroyers pnlrollcd the approaches to 
Bnmei as guards against jx)s\ihk attack by Jap mcn- 
of-war. Blit they ivcrc on the lookout for spectres. On 
June 8 a British subtnnrinc svayi.-iid and torjxrdocd 
I.J.N. AstncAR.v. Witn the Japanese heavy cniiscr 
Kent down, the last major co;nb.it scs'cl fljing the 
Rising Sun flag south of J.ajJ.in disap|>catcci from the 
view of mortal man. Only a few submarinrs remained 
in Indonesian svaters to contest the sea routes to 
Bnmei. 

On June 27 the datroscr Cmuwh.i. (Lieutenant 
Commander I). R, Robin'on. U.S. N‘.R.) fouled a mine 
in die entrance of Brunei Bay. TliC bkast damaged 
die destroyer's rudder .and itijured .a screw— sole casu- 
alties. CaU'WJ jx was die Last .'^esenth Fleet destroyer 
wounded in action. 

.■\t Balikpajian— f.abulcin fountairdsead of Borneo 
oil-dic J.'.ps prepared to sell their |KU'eis!o:is dearly. 
Buts-.'ith little air cosrr .an.t! svith sea defetne limited 
to inin«. the st-and w,*;'. brief. Its brevity svas assured 
lA' the Scscntli Fleet .a'-.igned to tbe ins'.ision. 

Led bv Rear Admiral R. S, Flirrs. the Crui'^er Cov- 
wing Group, schen fully arvemblrd, cont-ained an 
.■\merican, British, Australian, and Rutcli aggrega- 
tion of nine cruisrn and ten destroyers. 'Fb.e destroyer 
complement temdsted cl: Dar.v.AV (ri-ngsiiip of Cap- 
lain S. G. ILi^jicr. OmiDcsniv -5 ;). Fxros'. Srj.vr.ss, 
Cony. AttmTA. H.*.; r. MsrcMJ. Kiu rv. W. 
Gr.A.NT, Erix, CitAAmrrr. Conniv, and lUr.r.s, The 
destroyers engaged in sliorc I'-ombardm.rnti, duelling 
aviih coastal guns ivhich had sunk th.rcc n;inr'.‘>'ee{>c:s 
in the inshore 'Imllows. At first the borubardment 
ships s<,crc corUjKl'ed to icitiain any sphere from 
I2,0a0 to \,ards ciTshore. By June 2-? s.afc p.as- 

sages.'ays through tlie dense minefields h.ad been 
cleared, and the warships of the Cosering Group sverc 
able to go in for cicr.e-:angc shooting. Tlieir accurate 
fife soon silenced most of the enesuy sliore batteries. 
I\hen the '*.'\tJtsies" hit the Balikjiajmn bc-aches on 
July j, not s single soldier avas ftllct! by Jap gunnery. 
^ Supporting die landings, a task group under Rear 
.'stiniral A. G. Noble added tuotc sh.ell.hre to the 
shore bomL.ird:nen!. The Close Supj>or: Unit of 
J Noble's Attack Croup consisted of 23 landing craft 
screened by 10 destroyers, fve destroyer-escort.', and a 
TIic destroyers were Fm'S'ir (flngsliip of Cmp- 
F. D. .McCorklc. CotnDcsRon 5) 

■ wrYTrofust, Srirnt. IV-AZiii!. ({lagship of Captain 
Sims, CornDesRon L3). Bauxy. Ror.iNSOV 
^ (fiagship fd Captain R, H. Smith), SAunxv, WAtX-rn. 
^ and Philip, Tire destroyer-escorts is-crc CitArnr., Em 


W!N How-ARr), Key, Leuand E. TnostAS, and Rurn- 
txroRD. 

On June SO three cscori-c.arricrs joined the invasion 
fleet. The flat-tops sverc screened by destroyer Hei_m 
and dcstroycr-cscons Cloues, Mitcheu,, Ky.ne, La- 
MONS and Donauwon. The ships provided CAP co\’cr 
for the landing forces, and conducted anti-submarine 
patrols. A total of 25,303 .•\ustrali.an soldiers were put 
on the bench. I*ighting inland, tlicy ran into stubborn 
resistance, but this melted asvay svith tlit fading days 
of July. No Southwest Pacific beachhead received 
such a lambasting as svas given Balikpapan by the 
covering and fire-support ships Avhich bhircd the trail 
for the itn-aders. In the days immediately preceding 
the landings, the destroyers alone fired 1S,S20 rounds 
of 5-inch at the target Iscadics. 

By .August the Borneo oil svells sverc in .Allied 
h.inds, and the rccajiturc had been accomplished sviili 
a SfKcd and economy which svonld have seemed un- 
liclicvablc six months before, and utterly incredible 
in 1D3L The mines, svhich constituted tlic chief 
menace to the .Allied itnasion forces, had as-ailed 
ifie enemy little. They sverc pests svhich liad to be 
dealt svith, but they sverc handily ssvept up, a total of 
•162 going into the dust bin at Brunei alone. This sv.is 
a record haul in ilic Souihsvcst Pacific And the last 
Southsvcsi P.scific invasion operation svas oscr. 

/rnpcn’ef Finish 

The atom bomb fell. Hiroshima svas obliterated on 
.August 6. .N.agasaki svas pulverized on the 9ih. Soviet 
Russia dccl.-ircd svar, in accordance svitli Yalta agree- 
ments. and J.apan sv.as at Death's demr. 

The nuclc.sr-fission blasts in Nippon and the tramp 
of Russian legions in Mancliuria should have con- 
vinced die recalcitrant milit.arists in the Japanese Im- 
perial Council that their faces and private fortunes 
sverc Ixrsond snls-age. Ncscrthclcss, svhen the Council 
met in emergenq' session on August 13, a unanimous 
vote for surrender could not be obtained. Hosvevcr, 
Ujc Em{>eror put an end to the fatuous temporizing 
bv going over the heads of the hold-outs, and issuing 
an Imperial rescript svhich stopped die svar. 

On -August M, 19-35, die "Cease fire" order fl.-ished 
through the United States Fleet. 

The Pacific ^\■ar sv.as over. 

/epjn Siirrfnders! (Destroyers in Tokyo Bay) 

On .August 27 .Admiral Halsey led die great United 
States Fleet into Tokyo Bay. In attendance svith 
battleship Missouri svere destroyers NiatoLAS. O’Bax- 
non. and Taaxor. From die ‘ -^nie J 

nese destroyer Hatlxakura 
Amcri - 
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undersea warfare. And perhaps it was the ultimate in 
sea-going suicide techniques. Sealed up in something 
like an iron sewer pipe, the human element of the 
human torpedo, playing tag w’ith a target, was com- 
pelled to sweat out a slow death. If he missed tlic 
mark, and did not bash his brains out in a contact 
explosion, he might be left to expire of suffocation— 
or quietly die of clausiropholiia. 

So the Japanese submarine effort foundered at the 
end of its sorry rope. The final kills by Lawkcnce C. 
Taylor, Joiinnik Hutchins, and Nickkl nicely sym- 
bolize the downward progress of that effort— from 
fleet submarines to midgets to human torpedoes. 

Flashback to Borneo (The last "Amphibs”) 

Had the war continued into the latter part of 1915, 
Miwa’s left-over submarines would eventually have 
been stranded for lack of fuel. By the time of the 
Okinawa invasion Japanese tankers were as rare as 
Japanese men-of-war, oil convoys to the quondam 
"Southern Empire" were a thing of the past, and fuel 
reserves in Japan were stoking some of the more 
spectacular fires on the Nipponese waterfront. An 
occasional marn ran the blockade with a few barrels 
of petroleum— enough to keep the Karntkazes flying. 
And some of the bigger I-boats were emjjloyed as 
tankers to run the blockade. 

The best way to stop a trickle is to shut off the 
water at its source, and as soon as the Okinawa cam- 
paign was well under way tlie Allies applied the 
axiom to the enemy's fuel trickle by descending upon 
the leaky oil pons of Borneo. 

Targets were Brunei, the advanced naval b.ase 
which die Japs had developed on the nortlnvest coast 
of Borneo, Tarakan Island off the northwest co.ist, 
and Balikpapan, die ricli oil port on Makassar Strait. 
Set for May 1, and June 10, 1945, the Tarakan and 
Brunei invasions were by way of preliminary opera- 
tions for the main drive on Balikpapan, which was 
scheduled for the 1st of July. 

The play fell to Seventh Fleet forces, which were 
committed to transporting, landing, and supporting 
Australian invasion troops. Vice Admiral D. E. 
("Uncle Dan") Barbey, veteran of pioneer days on the 
New Guinea-Solomons front, was in cliarge of the 
amphibious effort. 

'The Borneo operation began with the occupation 
of Tarakan. For three days Allied air and surface 
forces blasted at the enemy installations on die island. 
Screening Rear Admiral F. B. Royal’s Attack Group 
were destroyers Waller (flagship of Captain Robert 
Hall Smith, ComDesRon 22), Bailey, Bancroft, 
Philip, Drayton, Smith, and Caldwell, DE's For- 
MOE and Charles E. Brannon, and three Australian 


frigates. Operating with Rear Admiral R. S. Berkey’s 
Cruiser Covering Group were destroyers Nichous 
( flagship of Captain J. K. B. Cinder, ComDesRon 
21), O’Bannon, Fletcher, Jenkins, Taylor, and 
H.M.A.S. Warramunca. 

The troops going ashore met no opposition, but the 
minesweeping work which attended die Tarakan 
landings was a trying chore. The enemy did not open 
fire until the day after the landings. Then undetected 
shore batteries made it hot for die minesweepers. One 
was sunk and tivo were damaged by surprise salvos. 

The narrowness of the swept cliannels and the shal- 
low water inshore made trouble for die fire-support 
ships. Only the lighter vessels could undertake the 
close-in missions. In the afternoon of April 30, des- 
troyer Jenki.ns (Commander P. D. Gallery), while 
retiring from a bombardment mission and steaming in 
water which had previously been swept many times, 
was jolted by a mine blast. The explosion mashed the 
vessel’s port side fonvard. Electrical power ivas de- 
pleted, and master gjTo, sonar gear, pit log, degaus- 
sing gear, and SC3 radar were put out of commission. 
One man was killed by the blast and tsvo were badly 
injured. After reaching safe anchorage under heroivn 
steam, the Jenkins dropped the hook, and her damage 
control crew went to work on a repair job. Within 12 
hours of her disablement Jenkins was again seaworthy 
and able to limp along at 10 knots. But she was out 
of the war for the duration. She was one of die two 
destroyers injured in the Borneo operation. 

As overture to the invasion of Brunei, American 
and Australian planes pounded Brunei Bay and its 
fortifications for ten days prior to the June 10 land- 
ings. Again, extensive enemy and Allied mine plants 
created a difficult sweeping problem. M'Tiile clearing 
the approaches, one minestveeper svas lost widi heavy 
casualties. 

The minesweejiers and Undenvater Demolition 
teams svere protected by a Cruiser Covering Group 
commanded by Rear Admiral Berkey. The group con- 
tained destroyers Charrette (flagship of Captain J. 
VV. Callahan, ConiDesDiv 102), Conner, Bell, Burns, 
Kili.en, A.W. Grant, and H.M.A.S. Arunta. On June 
8 the fire-support ships entered Brunei Bay throug 
a swept cJiannel to plaster the beaches with shell fire. 
Another bombardment dose was dealt Brunei the fo - 
lowing day. The Jap shore batteries were conspicu 
ously silent, and the landings were virtually unop 
posed. Operating tvith the Brunei Attack Group, 
under Rear Admiral Royal, were ten DD s and six 
DE’s. The destroyers were Robinson (flagship o 
Captain Robert Hall Smith, ComDesRon 22), Sau 
FLEY, Waller, Philip, Bancroft, Bailey, Edwards, 
Caldwell, Frazier, and McCalla. The DEs were 
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General MacArthur had been appointed “Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers,’’ and Japanese 
emissaries had ^•isited his Manila Headquarters to 
discuss the ways and means of formal surrender. Act- 
ing for Admiral Nimitz, Admiral Forrest Sherman 
served as representative for tlie United States at 
Manila. Nimitz was to represent the United States at 
the Tokyo surrender ceremonies. 

On September 2, 1945, at 0S55, a group of Japanese 
officers and statesmen boarded the “Might\’ Mo." 
■When Japanese Foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu 
put his signature to tlie surrender document, Japan 
was formally out of the war. Superfortresses and car- 
rier planes roared across the bay in salute to the Allied 
victor)', and the ceremony tvas at an end. 

Among tlie ships present in Tokyo Bay during the 
formal surrender ceremony were the destroyers and 
destroyer-escorts listed on this page. 

Destroyers Enter Scscbo 

Rated as third most important in the Empire, the 
Japanese naval base at Sasebo on the west coast of 
Kyushu contained Japan’s largest drydock and a 
na ^7 yard studded with highly secret installations. 
For many years tliis vital base had been an “inner 
sanctum” forbidden to foreigners. Now tlie key was 
surrendered to the United States Naiy, and Sasebo 
was opened to the forces of occupation. 

The first Allied ships to enter this Imperial Na \7 
lair were the destroyers Flusser (Lieutenant Com- 
mander F. de Golian, U.S.N.R.), flying the pennant of 
Captain F. D. McCorkle, ComDesRon 5, and Ralph 
Talbot (Commander W. S. Brown, U.S.N.R.). Riding 
in Ralph Talbot ivas Rear .Admiral M. L. Deyo, 
ComTaskForce 55 and ComDesDiv IS. .As Com- 
mander Western Japan Force, .Admiral Deyo met 
inth Japanese Nai 7 officials to take over the Sasebo 
base. 

Veteran Destroyer Squadron Commander, .Admiral 
Deyo had fought the Battle of the .Atlantic from the 
opening gun. After his promotion to Rear .Admiral he 
had served for a cruise as ComDesLant. The Sasebo 
detail might have been assigned him in recognition 
of his devotion to those litde gray ships which had 
shouldered so hea \7 a share of the combat burden. 
-And in recomiition of their heroic ivar service he 
selected the U.S.S. Flusser. and Ralph Talbot for the 
entry into Sasebo. 

Destroyers Flusser and Ralph Talbot, members 
of DesRon 5 and DesRon 4 respecti\-ely, -vvere sur- 
Hvors of squadrons ■svhich had been in action since 
December 7, 1941. Five of the original nine ships of 
DesRon 5 had been lost in the Pacific "War. 

After lea%'ing Captain McCorkle to act as his repre- 


DESTROYERS 
IN TOKYO BAY 


Wallace L. Lind 


De Hai’e.n 
CornBatRon 2 


-Ault 

ComTaskFlot 3 


Clarence K. Bronson 
ComDesRon 50 
Benham 
Benson 
ComDesRon 7 


Blue 

ComDesRon 61 


BUCHAN.AN 

ComDesDiv 3S 


Qaperton 

COGSIVELL 

ComDesDiv 100 


COLVHAN 

Cushing 

COTTEN 


ComDesRon 55 


Dortch 


Kue 

Gatling 


Knapp 

He.aly 


Frant Knox 

Hughes 


Lansdowne 

R. K. Huntington 

Lardnes 

Ingersoll 


J^Ladison 

H. P. Jones 

Wadleigh 

IkLAYO 

Nicholas 


Perkins 

ComDesRoJi 21 


ComDesDiv 21 

HaLSEV POIVELL 


Stockham 

Southerland 

Tivining 

Taylor 


ComTaskFlot 4 


Uhlmann 


■\\'rln 


l\^EDDERBt?RN 

ComDesDiv 106 
Yarn.all 


DESTROYER-ESCORTS 


"^Vm. Seh'erling 
ComCortDiv 70 

Major 

Ken'd.all C. Campbell 
Goss 


Roberts 


Lt-M-av 

Uli'ert M. Moore 
B.arr 

•^\'.aterm.an 

'^Ve.a\'er 

PlEDNtONT 
Destroyer Tender 
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iindcriakcn and accomplished by ttlD’s and DE’s. 

A destroyer Gunner’s Mate, for example, would 
mention lirc-support missions and shore bombard- 
ments. A Quartermaster might speak of reconnais- 
sance, the probing of uncharted waters, the exploring 
of unknown beaches, or the marking of swept chan- 
nels. A Torpedo Officer would talk of screening duty, 
of DD’s leading task groups into battle and spear- 
heading naval engagements with torpedo attacks. A 
DE skipper might refer to convoy duty and hunter- 
killer sweeps. Steivard's Mates could tell of passing the 
ammo’ to hungr)- AA batteries during air attacks. 
All hands who had participated in invasions could 
tell of DD operations with the .^mphil-ss. .^nd any 
Radarman tvho had seiwetl in a ticstroyer or rlestrover- 
cscort at Okinawa would certainly remind a ques- 
tioner of the destroyer’s heroic mission as fighter-di- 
rector and radar picket. 

Plane guards— scouts— vedettes— transports— weather 
reporter— fire-fighters— rescue vessels— the ^'ersarilc 
"small boys" were jacks of all trades, and master 
operators in the bargain, .^bovc all, thc^’ v.'crc v;ar- 
ships. They fought the surface war, the undersea war, 
and the air w'ar with weapons specifically devised for 
three-dimensional battle. It might be said that in de- 
stroying shore batteries, harbor and beach defenses, 
and such targets as highwa\-s, railroad spurs, bridges, 
and air strips— not to mention infantry and tank 
concentration.s— they also fouglu the land war. .All 
things were grist for the destroyer’s mill— enemy v.'tir- 
ships and blockade runners, enemy aircraft and 
guided missiles and human projectiles, enemy sub- 
marines and motor torpedo-boats and luiman tor- 
pedoes. No type of ship afloat served in as many ca- 
pacities as did the DD. No type fought harder or took 
losses more se\'erc. 

"Poor devils,” a submarine admiral recalled the 
plight of the DD sailors in the early days of the war. 
"The destroyermen certainly took it on the chin. They 
grabbed their grub on the fly, and they picked up 
their repairs where they could find them. Things w'crc 
tough for submarines in the early days of the Pacific 
War, but there was usually free beer and entertain- 


ment ivaiting for our boys 'v;hen they catnc in from 
patrol, ■\^'hen the destroyers came in there was no 
one on hand to meet the crews with tickets for a ball 
game or transportation to a rest camp. Like as not, 
they had no time for leave and lilrerty, and would 
turn right around and go out again. They put up a 
rugged battle in the North Atlantic and in thc^outh 
Pacific." 

They put up a rtigged fight evcnwherc. Just where 
they found the going toughest might be hard to sav. 
No rmandy v;as longb. Salerno was tough. The Aleu- 
tians •were tough. The Tunisian War Channel was 
tough, and so was Savo Sound and the "Malay Barrier 
and the North .Atlantic haul. Destroyermen who 
battled in the Solomons, off Saipan, at I^yteCulf, in 
Surigao Strait, and off Samar found the going tough. 
On reflection it might seem that Okinawa was the 
toughest. Yet those who were on the North Russian 
run in DD’s and DE’s wmuld he inclined to give that 
front the ugh' distinction. 

But for all, and everywhere, combat was tough- 
bullets were tough; shells svere tough; bombs, mines, 
and torpedoes were tough. A’nuu'/, macs, rockets, robot 
jets, E-boats, tmtl human torpedoes v,-cre tough. The 
sea itself was on occasion a savage adversary, as the 
bailors who battled fog. blirrnrd, tempest, hurricane, 
and typhoon could testify. What could besaidofone 
battle area or another, one amphibious beach -or 
another, one action or another, one sinking or 
another, except that anynvhcre dcath wassfxiking, the 
battle was tonghestr 

.All who participated in the war knew the degree at 
its superlative when they entered combat and it 
could be said, as Ivliltonsnid it, that "each on him- 
self relied, as only in his arm the moment hy of 
xiietO'.y.” That moment came often to American dc- 
strovermen. Mow they acquitted themselves, and to 
■what purpose, arc questions ans^vcreH by the war 
record. 

Some called the DD’s and DE’s "small boys. An 
affectionate nickname for mcn-of-war. •'Some c.'dR 
them "cans”— an affectionate ttotrj dc guerre. -Ijan, 
meaning "ready notv.’’ Gan, meaning able TO. 
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u. S. DESTROYER 


I 0 S S E S IN THE PA C I F I C 


'it 


NO. NAME 

CAUSE 

DATE 

NO. NAME 

CAUSE 

DATE 

1. Aaron Ward 

Air Attack 

7 Apr. ’45 

28. Luce 

Air Attack 

4 May ’45 

2. Abner Read 

Air Attack 

1 Nov. ’44 

29. Mahan 

Air Attack 

7 Dec. ’44 

3. Barton 

Surface Action 

13 Nov. ’42 

30, Mannert L. 

Air Attack 

12 Apr. ’45 

4. Benham 

Surface Action 

15 Nov. ’42 

Abele 



5. Blue 

Surface Action 

22 Aug. ’42 

31. Meredith I, 

Air Attack 

15 Oct. ’42 

6. Brownson 

Air Attack 

26 Dec. ’43 

32. Monaghan 

Typhoon 

18 Dec. ’44 

7. Bush 

Air Attack 

6 Apr. ’45 

33. Monssen 

Surface Action 

13 Nov. ’42 

8. Callaghan 

Air Attack 

29 July ’45 

34. Morrison 

Air Attack 

4 May ’45 

9. Chevalier 

Surface Action 

7 Oct. ’43 

35. O’Brien 

Submarine 

19 Oct. ’42 

10, Colhoun 

Air Attack 

6 Apr. ’45 

36. Peary 

Air Attack 

19 Feb. ’42 

11. Cooper 

Submarine 

3 Dec. ’44 

37. Perkins 

Collision 

29 Nov. ’43 

12. Cushing 

Surface Action 

13 Nov. ’42 

38. PiLLSBURY 

Surface Action 

1 Mar. ’42 

13. DeHaven 

Air Attack 

1 Feb. ’43 

39. Pope 

Surface Action 

1 Mar. ’42 

14. Drexler 

Air Attack 

28 May ’45 

40. Porter 

Submarine 

26 Oct. ’42 

15. Duncan 

Surface Action 

12 Oct. ’42 

41. Preston 

Surface Action 

15 Nov. ’42 

16. Edsall 

Surface Action 

1 Mar. ’42 

42. Pringle 

Air Attack 

16 Apr. ’45 

17. Gwin 

Surface Action 

13 July ’43 

43. Reid 

Air Attack 

11 Dec. ’44 

18. Halligan 

Mine 

26 Mar. ’45 

44. Sims 

Air Attack 

7 May ’42 

19. Hamm ANN 

Submarine 

6 June ’42 

45. Spence 

Typhoon 

18 Dec. ’44 

20. Henley 

Submarine 

3 Oct. ’43 

46, Stewart 

Captured in 

2 Mar. ’42 

21. Hoel 

Surface Action 

25 Oct. ’44 


Drydock 


22. Hull 

Typhoon 

18 Dec. ’44 

47. Strong 

Submarine 

5 July ’43 

23. Jarvis 

Air Attack 

9 Aug. ’42 

48. Tucker 

Mine 

4 Aug. ’42 

24. Johnston 

Surface Action 

25 Oct. ’44 

49. Twiggs 

Air Attack 

16 June ’45 

25. Laffey 

Surface Action 

13 Nov. ’42 

50. Walke 

Surface Action 

15 Nov. ’42 

26. Little 

Air Attack 

3 May ’45 

51. W. D. Porter 

Air Attack 

10 June ’45 

27. Longshaw 

Shore Batteries 

18 May ’45 

52. Worden 

Grounding 

12 Jan. ’43 


★ 

U. S. DESTROYER-ESCORT 


LOSSES IN THE PA C I F I C 


NO. NAME 

53. Eversole 

54. Oberrender 

55. Samuel B. 

Roberts 

56. Shelton 

57. Underhill 


CAUSE 

Submarine 
Air Attack 
Surface Action 

Submarine 

Submarine 


DATE 

29 Oct. ’44 
9 May ’49 
25 Oct. ’44 

5 Oct. ’44 
24 July ’45 







U. S. DESTROYER 


LOSSES IN THE A T I A N 1 1 C 



★ 


NO. NAME 

CAUSE 

DATE 

1. Beatty 

Air Attack 

6 Nov. ’43 

2. Borie Rammed Enemy Submarine 

1 Nov. '43 

3. Bristol 

Submarine 

13 Oct. ’43 

4. Buck 

Submarine 

9 Oct. ’43 

5. CORRY 

Mine 

6 June ’44 

6. Glennon 

Mine 

8 June ’44 

7. Ingraham 

Collision 

22 Aug, ’42 

8, Jacob Jones 

Submarine 

28 Feb. ’42 

9. Lansdale 

Air Attack 

20 Apr. ’44 

10. Leary 

Submarine 

24 Dec. ’43 

11. Maddox 

Air Attack 

10 July ’43 

12. Meredith (II) 

Mine 

8 June ’44 

13. Parrott 

Collision 

2 May ’44 

14. Reuben James 

Submarine 

31 Oct. ’41 

15. Roivan 

Surface Action 

11 Sept. ’43 

16. Sturtevant 

Mine 

26 Apr. ’42 

17. Truxtun 

Grounding 

18 Feb. ’42 

18. Turner 

Explosion 

3 Jan. ’44 

19. Warrington 

Hurricane 

13 Sept. ’44 


★ 

• 

U. S. 

DESTROYER-ESCORT 


LOSSES 

IN THE A T 1 A N 1 1 C 


NO. NAME 

CAUSE 

DATE 

20. Fechteler 

Submarine 

3 May ’44 

21. Fiske 

Submarine 

2 Aug. ’44 

22. Frederick C. Davis 

Submarine 

24 Apr. ’45 

23. Holder 

Air Attack 

11 Apr. ’44 

24. Leopold 

Submarine 

9 Mar. ’44 

25. Rich 

Mine 

8 June ’44 


★ 
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UNIT 

Task Group 21.14 

Card {GVE 11) 
Barry (DD 248) 

Borie (DD 215) 
Goff (DD 247) 


DATE AND PLACE OF ACTION COmiANDlNO OFFWFll 

July 27-October 25, 1943 (Atlantic) QapU A, J. Ubcll 

Oapt. A, /. Ishrll 
^Lt. Cdr. J. F, Flynn 
')Lt. Cdr. 11. D. lim, V.S,N.Vu 
Lt. a. 11. llntchins, V,.W.n. 

Lt. Cdr, H, 1, Smith, V.S.N.U. 


Task Group 21.12 April 20-Jtine 20, 1943 (Atlantic) 

. Bogue (CVE 9) 

Lea (DD 118) 

♦Greene (AVD 13) (ex-DD 266) 

•Belknap (AVD 8) (ex-DD 251) 

•Osmond INGRA^f (AVD 9) (ex-DD 255) 

George E. Badger (DD 196) 

VC Squadron Nine 


Capt. 0, F., Short 
Capt. G, F. Short 
Cdr, 1), 1, Thomas 
\Ft. Cdr, L, ,/. MUs 
]U. Cdr. J, .S. Lewis 
Lt. Cdr, D, M, Coflre 
Lt. Cdr. N, J, Sampson 
\Lt. Cdr. II'. 11. Johusen 
]lJ. T. 11, Jlyrd, U.S.N.F. 

Lt. Cdr. IF. M, Drone 


Task Group 21.13 July 12-Aug. 23, 1943 (Atlantic) 

Bogue (CVE 9) 

•Osmond Ingram (AVD 9) (ex-DD 255) 

George E. Badger (DD 196) 

Clemson (DD 186) 

VC Squadron Nine 


Capt. J, It, Dnim 
Capt, J. It, Jhinn 
Lt, Cdr. N. J, .Sampson 
Lt. T. 11. Jtyrd, U..S.N.It. 

Lt, Cdr, F, IF. Yancey 
Lt. Cdr. IF. M, Drane, 


Task Group 21.13 Nov. 14-Dec. 29, 1913 (Atlantic) 

Bogue (CVE 9) 

•Osmond Ingram (AVD 9) (ex-DD 255) 

George E. Badger (DD 196) 

Clemson (DD 186) 

Dupont (DD 152) 

VC Squadron Nineteen 


Capt. J. It, Dunn 
Capt. J, It. Dunn 
Lt. Cdr. n, F. Miller 
LI. r. JL Jlyrd, U.S.N.Jl. 

Lt. W. F. Moran, U.S.N.ll. 

Cdr. J. G, Marshall 
Lt, Cdr, C, W. lileruart 


Task Group 22.11 

Bogue (CVE 9) 

Ha\’erfield (DE 393) (F) 

SWENNINC (DE 394) 

Willis (DE 395) 

Hobsos (DD 464) (until Mar, 25) 

Janssen (DE 396) (until April 7) 

VC Squadron Ninety Five 

Task Group 222 Mary 4 -July 3, 19. 

Bogue (C\'E 9) 

Has-erfield (DE 393) (F) 

Sv.-Ei.-NIN-G (DE 394) 

Willis (DE 393) 

Janssen (DE 396) 

F. ?.L B.02INS0N (DE 220) 

VC Squadron Sixty Nine 

* P-mfn'rrt'A to eVD in 19 f 2, trjt ttZl jtioi-'-oi. C'-e eeri—riixr. “ATrir 


Capt, J, 11, Dunn 
Capt, J, It, Dunn 
(Cdr, T, H. Lank, CotnCortDlv 5! 
iLt, Cdr, J, A, Mathews, (LS.N.Jl, 

Lt, R, E. Peek, IJ.n.N.R, 

Lt. Cdr. G. R. AUerhury, U3l.Il.1l. 

Lt. Cdr. K, LoveAand 
Lt. Cdr. JL F.. Cross, Udi.lLR. 

JJt. Cdr. J. F, Ad/ms, UJi.N,R, 

(Atlantic) Capt. A, JL Vosseller 

Capt, A, Jl. VosieUer 
(Cdr. T. S. J.Ant, CornCorlDiv 51 
jjA. Cdr. J. A. J.faihews, U3>,1LTL 
JA. R. F.. J^eeh, U.'LN.R. 

Li. Cdr. G. /L AUerixxry, UALN.R. 

JA. Cdr. Jl. F.. (Cross, U.S.N.JL 
Ja. Cdr. J, F.. Johjxnson, UALNJi, 

JA, Cdr. J. D, ToyWr 


Feb. 26-April 19, 1944 (Atlantic) 
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DESTROYERS AND DESTROY ER ESCORTS AWARDED THE 

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATIOS 


SHIP 

DATE AND PLACE OF ACTION 

Bennion (DD 662) 

Bernadou (DZ) 153) 

April 1-Junc 1, 1945 (Okinawa) 

Nov. 8, 1942 (Safi, French Morocco) 

Buchanan (DD 484) 

Aug. 7, 1942-Fcb. 26, 1944 (Pacific) 

Cole (DD 155) 

Cowell 

Dallas (DD 199) 

Evans (DD 552) 

Ford (DD 228) 

Hugh W. Hadley (DD 774) 
Laffey (DD 459) 

Laffey (DD 724) 

Nov. 8, 1942 (Safi, French Morocco) 

April 1-June 17, 1945 (Okinawa) 

Nov. 10, 1942 (Port Lyautcy, French Morocco) 

May 11. 1945 (Okinawa) 

Jan. 23-Mar. 2, 1942 (Java Campaign) 

May 11, 1945 (Okinaxua) 

Sept. 15-Nov. 13, 1942 (Southwest Pacific) 

April 16, 1945 (Okinawa) 

Maury (DD 401) 

Feb. 1. 1942-Aug. 6, 1943 (Pacific) 

Nicholas (DD 459) 

July 5-6, 1943 (Kolombangara Is., New Georgia, Solomon Is.) 

O’Bannon (DD 450) 

Oct. 7, 1942-Oct. 7, 1943 (South Pacific) 

Pope (DD 225) 

Radford (DD 446) 

Smith (DD 378) 

Sterett (DD 407) 
Wadsworth (DD 516) 
England (DE 635) 

Jan. 23-Mar. 1, 1942 (Southwest Pacific) 

July 5-6, 1943 (Solomon Islands) 

Oct. 26, 1942 (Santa Cruz Islands) 

Nov. 12-13, 1942 (Guadalcanal, Solomon Is.) 

April 17-Junc 24, 1945 (Okinawa) 

May 19-31, 1944 (Pacific) 


COMMANDING OFFICER 

Cdr. R. H. Holmes 
Lt. Cdr. R. E. Braddy, ]r. 
( Cdr. R. E. Wilson 

^ Lt. Cdr. F. B. T. Myhre 
Lt. Cdr. G. G. Palmer 
Cdr. C. L. Werts 
Lt. Cdr. R. Brodie, Jr. 
Cdr. R. J. Archer 
Lt. Cdr. J. E. Cooper 
Cdr. B. J. Mullaney 
Lt. Cdr. W. E. Hank 
Cdr. F. J. Beclon 
t Lt. Cdr. E. D. Snare 
S Lt. Cdr. G. L. Sims 
^ Lt. Cdr. A. J. Hill 

/ Cdr. E. R. Wilkinson 

■j Lt. Cdr. D. J. MacDonald 
^ Lt. Cdr. W. C. Blinn 

Cdr. W. K. Romoser 
Lt. Cdr. Hunter Wood, Jr. 

Cdr. J. G. Coward 
' Cdr. R. D. Fusselman 
Lt. Cdr. W. B. Pendleton 


UNITS, COMPOSED IN WHOLE OR IN PART OF DESTROYERS 
AND DESTROYER ESCORTS, AWARDED THE 

PBESIDENTIAl UNIT C I T A I I 0 E 


UNIT 

Destroyer Squadron 
Twenty-Three 

Charles Ausburne (DD 570) 
(DesRon 23 Flagship) 

Stanly (DD 478) 

Claxton (DD 571) 

Dyson (DD 572) 

Converse (DesDiv 46 Flagship) 

Spence (DD 512) 


DATE AND PLACE OF ACTION 
Nov. 1, 1945-Feb. 23. 1944 
(Solomon Islands) 


COMMANDING OFFICER 
Capt. A. A. Burke 
(ComDesRon 23) 

Cdr. L. K. Reynolds 


Cdr. R. W. Cavenagh 
Lt. Cdr. J. B. Morland 
Cdr. H. F. Stout 
- Cdr. R. A. Gano 


Cdr. B. L. Austin, ComDesDiv 46 
Cdr. R. W. Cavenagh, ComDesDiv 46 
I Cdr. D. C. E. Hamberger 
^ Cdr. H. J. Armstrong 


^32 



UNIT 

Task Group 22.3 

Guadalcanal (CVE 60) 
PiLLSBURvp^iii; (F) 

Pope (DE 13-f) 
FLAHERxy (DE 135) 
Chatelain (DE 149) 
Jenks (DE 665) 

VC Squadron S 


DATE AND PLACE OF ACTION COMMANDING OFFICER 

June 4. 1944 (French West Africa) Capt. D. V. Gallery, Jr. 

^ Capt. D. V. Gallery, Jr. 

(Cdr. F. S. Hall, ComCortDiv 4 
JLt. Cdr. G. W. Casselman, U.S.N.R. 

Lt. Cdr. E. H. Headland 
Lt. Cdr. M. Johnston, Jr. 

Lt. Cdr. D. S. Knox, U.SH.R. 

Lt. Cdr. J. F. Way 
Lt. N. D. Hodson 


Task Unit 77.4.3 Oct. 25, 1944 (Samar, Philippines) R. Adm. C. A. F. Sprague 


Fanshaw Bay (CVE 70) (F) 

(^R. Adm. C. A. F. Sprague, ComCarDiv 25 
1 Capt. D. P. Johnson 

VC Squadron 68 

, Lt. Cdr. R. S. Rogers 

Gambier Bay (CVE 73) 

Capt. W. V. R. Vieweg 

VC Squadron 10 

Lt. Cdr. E. J. Huxtable 

Kalinin Bay (CVE 68) 

Capt. T. B. Williamson 

VC Squadron 3 

Lt. Cdr. W. H. Keighley, U.S.N.R. 

Kitkun Bay (CVE 71) 

Capt. J. P. Whitney 

VC Squadron 5 

Cdr. R. L. Fowler 

St. Lo (CVE 63) 

Capt. F. J. McKenna 

VC Squadron 65 

Lt. Cdr. R. M. Jones, U.S.N.R. 

White Plains (CVE 66) 

Capt. D. J. Sullivan 

VC Squadron 4 

Lt. E. R. Fickenscher 
(Cdr. W. D. Thomas, Screen Cdr. 

Hoel (DD 533) (F) 

J Cdr. L. S. Kintberger 

Johnston (DD 557) 

Cdr. E. E. Evans 

Heermann (DD 532) 

Cdr. A. T. Hathaway 

Samuel B. Roberts (DE 413) 

Lt. Cdr. R. W. Copeland, U.S.N.R: 

Raymond (DE 341) 

Lt. Cdr. A. F. Beyer, Jr., U.S.N.R. 

Dennis (DE 405) 

Lt. Cdr. S. Hansen, U.S14.R. 

John C. Butler (DE 339) 

Lt. Cdr. J. E. Pace 


DESTROYERS AND DESTROYER ESCORTS AWARDED THE 


N A ¥ r UNIT COM MENDAIION 


SHIP 

Ammen (DD 527) 
Anthony (DD 515) 
Bailey (DD 492) 

Barton (DD 722) 

Bennett {DD 473) 
Bradford (DD 545) 
Brown {DD 546) 


DATE AND PLACE OF ACTION 

April 1-June 24, 1945 (Okinawa) 

April 1-April 19, 1945 (Okinawa) 

Mar. 26, 1943 (Komandorski Is., Bering Sea) 

Mar. 21-June 30, 1945 (Okinawa) 

April 6-7, 1945 (Okinawa) 

May 14-June 16, 1945 (Okinawa) 

April 10-May 16, 1945 June 16-20, 1945 (Okinawa) 


COMMANDING OFFICER 
Cdr. J. H. Brown 
Cdr. C. J. Van Arsdall, Jr- 
Lt. Cdr. J. C. Atkeson 
( Cdr. E. B. Dexter 
I Cdr. H. P. Mclntire 
Cdr. J. N. McDonald 
Cdr. W. W. Armstrong 
Cdr. R. R- Craighdl 
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ComDesDiv 26—Cdr. W. W. Webb 
Cdr. E. R. Durgin 
Cdr. V. Huber 
Cdr. A. M. Kowahyk, Jr. 

ComDesRon 15~Capt. C. C. Hartman 
Capt. S. W. DuBois 
Capt. E. R. Durgin 
Capt. H. H. Smith-Hulton 

ComDesDiv 29— Capt. C. C. Hartman 
Capt. S. W. DuBois 
Capt. E. R. Durgin 
Capt. H. H. Smith-Hutton 

Com-Des-Div 30— Cdr. H. C. Robison 
Cdr. R. B. Nickerson 
Capt. J. M. P. Wright 
Cdr. C. J. Whiting 

ComDesDiv 35— Cdr. L. W. Creigh- 
ton 

Cdr. N. R. Curtin 

ComDesRon 16— Capt. T. L. Wattles 
Capt. C. J. Cater 
Capt. J. W. Adams, Jr. 

Capt. J. P. Clay 

ComDesDiv 31— Capt. T. L. Wattles 
Capt. C. J. Cater 
Capt. J. Ty. Adams, Jr. 

Capt. J. P. Clay 

ComDesDiv 32— Cdr. B. R. Harrison, 

Jr. 

Cdr. J. C, Sowell 
Cdr. C. L. Melson 
Cdr. B. N. Ritlenhouse 

ComDesRon 17— Cdr. D. L. Madeira 
Capt. A. C. Murdaugh 
Capt. J. S. Keating 


ComDesDiv 33— Cdr. D. L. Madeira 
Capt. A. C. Murdaugh 
Capt. J. S. Keating 

ComDesDiv 34— Cdr. J. B. Rooney 
Cdr. W. L. Benson 
Cdr. M. D. Matthews 
Cdr. A. R. Heckey 

ComDesRon 18— Cdr. W. K. Menden- 
hall, Jr. 

Capt. H. Sanders 

ComDesDiv 35— Cdr. W. K. Menden- 
hall, Jr. 

Capt. H. Sanders 

ComDesDiv 36— Cdr. W. J. Marshall 
Cdr. L. W. Creighton 

ComDesRon 19— Cdr. J. Connor 

ComDesDiv 37— Cdr. J. Connor 

ComDesDiv 38— Cdr. C. L. Winecofj 
Cdr. D. M. Co0ee 

ComDesRon 27— Capt. L. H. Thebaud 
Capt. D. P. Moon 
Cdr. R. E. Webb 
Capt. J. S. Roberts 
Capt. G. L. Menocal 

ComDesDiv 53— Cdr. W. K. Phillips 
Cdr. B. S. Copping 
Lt. Cdr. E. W. Logsdon 
Lt. Cdr. C. H. Hutchins, 
U.S.N.R. 

ComDesDiv 54— Cdr. S. C. Norton 
Li. Cdr. R. J. Brooke, U.S.N.R. 

ComDesRon 29— Cdr. E. M. Crouch 
Capt. W. H. Duvall 


ComDesDiv 57— Capt. W. H. Duvall 
Cdr. E. W. Yancey 
Lt. Cdr. S. E. Woodard 
Lt. Cdr. W. H. Stewart, 
U.S.NJt. 

ComDesDiv 58— Cdr. R. B. Ellis 
Lt. Cdr. G. P. Unmacht 
Lt. Cdr. G. T. Baker 
Lt. Cdr. H. M. Payne, U.S.N.R. 

ComDesRon 30— Capt. M. Y. Cohen 
Capt. G. W. Johnson 

ComDesDiv 60— Cdr. J, B. Heffernan 
Cdr. J. C. Pollock 
Cdr. C. T. Singleton, Jr. 

Cdr. N. C. Barker 

* ComDesDiv 59— Lt. Cdr. F. D. 

Miller, U.S.N.R. 

ComDesDiv 61— Cdr. G. W. Johnson 
Cdr. C. J. Whiting 
Lt. Cdr. M. P. Huffman, 
U.S.N.R. 

* ComDesDiv 60— Lt. Cdr. M. P. 

Huffman, U.S.N.R. 

ComDesRon 31— Capt. W. D. Baker 
Capt. J. S. Roberts 
Capt. W. K. Phillips 
Cdr. S. R. Clark 
Capt. G. W. Johnson 

ComDesDiv 62— Cdr. W. A. S. Mack- 
lin 

ComDesDiv 63— Cdr. R. W. Hunger- 
ford 

ComDesDiv 66— Cdr. A. M. Kowal- 
zyk, Jr. 

• Title changed due to assignment of 
hew number to Division. 


ATLANTIC FLEET DE’S 

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

JULY 15. 1 943 ... SEPTEMBER 2, 1945 


*ComCortDiv 1—Lt. Cdr. E. W. Yan- 
cey 

ComCortDiv 2— Cdr. H. H. Connelley 
Cdr. H. W. Howe 
Cdr. R. P. Walker 

ComCortDiv 3—Lt. Cdr. N. Adair, Jr. 
Cdr. C. W. 'Musgrave 


ComCortDiv 4— Cdr. F. S. Hall 

ComCortDiv 5— Cdr. C. M. E. Hoffman 
Cdr. R. A. Fitch, U.S.N.R. 

ComCortDiv 6— Capt. H. T. Read 
Cdr. H. T. Chase 

ComCortDiv 7— Cdr. T. K. Dunstan, 
U.S.N.R. 


ComCortDiv 9— Cdr. J. H. Forshew, 
U.S.N.R. 

Cdr. E. W. Yancey 

ComCortDiv 12— Cdr. H. T. Chase 
Cdr. E. R. Perry 
Cdr. A. B. Adams, Jr. 

ComCortDiv 13— Cdr. F. D. Giambat- 
tista 


• This Cort Div was actually a group of six -f-stack DO’S. 


^37 



UXIT 


DATE A\D PLACE OF ACTIOS 
April 12, 1915 (Okinau'a) 


R-vll (D£ 301) 


RiaiARD W. SVE5ENS 

{DE312) 


Taeeexjek {DE IIS) 


Ocl. 20-Xoz’. 29, 1911 (Leyte Operation) 

Jan. 9, 1915 (Lingayen Gulf Landing) 

Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 1915 (Manila Day-Dicol Operation) 
.\n:r. 26-April 1, 1915 
April 15-April 22, 1915 
(Okinau'a) 

Dec. IS, 1911 (IVestem Pacific) 


COMMASDING OFFICER 
Lt. Cdr. C. B. Taylor, 
USSJl. 

Lt. Cdr. R, ir. Grakam, 
UBXJi. 


Lt. Cdr. H. L. Plage, 
VJSXR. 


A I I A N I I C F I E E I DESTROYERS 

TYPE, SQUADRON AND DIVISION COMMANDERS 


OCTOBER 1. 1941. ..SEPTEMBER 2. 1945 


Corr.DesRon 2—Capt. IT. L. .■iinsu'OTtI: 

Corr.DesDii' 3~Cdr. F. G. Fa!:rion 

ComDesDii' l~Cdr. R. G. Tobin 

CotnDesRon 3—Capt. R. B. Ellis 

ComDesDh' 5—Capt. R. B. Ellis 

CornDesDh' 6— Cdr. G. A. Moore 

CornDesRon 7—Capt. A. G. Kirk 
Capt. F. D. Kirtlar.d 
Cdr. S. R. Clark 
Cdr. G. L. Mer.occl 
Capt. J. P. Clay 
Capt. J. ir. Adams, Jr. 

DesDh’ 13— Cdr. D. L. Ryan 
Cdr. R. E. Webb 
Cdr. P. R. Heineman 
Cdr. S. R. Clark 
Cdr. G. L. Menocc.l 
Capt. J. P. Clay 
Capt. J. II’. Adams, Jr. 

DesDh’ II— Cdr. F. D. Kirtland 
Cdr. D. L. Madeira 
Cdr. G. L. Menocal 
Cdr. It’. H. Dtwall 
Cdr. ir. R. Headden 
Cdr. V. Harvard, Jr. 

Cdr. If. ir. Strohbehn 
Cdr. K. E. Price 


ComDesLar.t-R. .Idm. F. L. Reichmuth 
R. Adm. .'1. S. CcTpender 
R. Adm. O. C. Badger 
R. Adm. ,M. L. Deyo 
R. Adm. J. C. Jones 
R. .Adm. O. M. Read 

CornDesRon S—Capt. T. C. Kinkaid 
Capt. D. P. Moon 
Capt. C. Wellborn, Jr. 

ComDisDiv 15— Capt. D. P. Moon 
Cdr. ir. ir. ll’cr/t’cA 

ComDesDh' 16— Cdr. T. J\ Cooper 
Cdr. C. C. Hartman 
Capt. D. P. Moon 
Capt. C. Wellborn, Jr. 

Cdr. R. A. Larkin 
Cdr, J. ir. Bays 

CornDesRon 9— Capt. T. G. Peyton 
Capt. J. D. H. Kane 
Cdr. H. C. Robison 

ComDesDh’ 17— Cdr. L. K. Swenson 
Cdr. L. 1’. Mason, Jr. 

Capt. J. D. H. Kane 

ComDesDiv IS— Capt. T. G. Peyton 
Cdr. R. M. Morris 

CornDesRon 10— Cdr. J. L. Holloway, 
Jr- 

Cdr. T. L. Lewis 
Capt. A. F. Coni'erse 
Capt. R. A. Larkin 

ComDesDh’ 19— Cdr. C. Wellborn, 
Jr. 

Cdr. T. L. Lewis 
Capt. A. F. Coni’erse 
Capt. R. A. Larkin 


ComDesDh’ 20-Cdr. T. L. Wattles 
Cdr. E. C. Burchett 
Cdr. C. M. Jensen 
Cdr. L. ir. Xilon 

NOTE: In latter part of 1911 
the DD’S of this squadron were 
converted to DMS’s. 

CornDesRon ll-Capt. .M. L. Deyo 
Capt. J. S. Roberts 
Cdr. D. L. Madeira 

ComDesDh' 2l-Cdr. H. B. Broad- 
foot 

Cdr. J. C. Metzel 
Cdr. D. L. Madeira 
Cdr. A. H. Oswald 
Cdr. G. C. Wright 
Cdr. A. M. Kowabyk, Jr. 

ComDesDh’ 22-Cdr. J. S. Roberts 
Cdr. H. R. Holcomb 

CornDesRon 13-Capt. L. H. Thebaud 
Capt. J. B. Hefjeman 
Cdr. E. R. Durgin 
Capt. H. Sanders 
Capt. J. B. Rooney 

ComDesDiv 25-Cdr. G. C. Hoover 
Cdr. H. C. Fitz 
Capt. J. B. Heffeman 
Cdr. E. R. Durgin 
Capt. H. Sanders 
Cdr. R. B. Ellis 
Cdr. A. R. Heckey 
Capt. J. B. Rooney 
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ComDesRon 1—Capt. A. R. Early 
. Capt. S. B. Brewer 
Cdr. R. E. Libby 
Capt. E. R. McLean, Jr. 

Capt. P. V. Mercer 

ComDesDiv 1—Cdr. W. S. Popham 
Cdr. W. Nyquist 
Cdr. G. R. Cooper 
Capt. R. E. Libby 
Capt. E. R. McLean, Jr. 

Capt. P. V. Mercer 

ComDesDiv 2— Cdr. C. W. Flynn 
Cdr. R. S. Riggs 
Cdr. G. R. Cooper 
Cdr. I. H. Nunn 
Cdr. A. J. Greenacre 
Cdr. T. H. Tonseth 
Cdr. J. F. Walsh 

ComDesRon 2— Capt. G. C. Hoover 
Cdr. H. R. Holcomb 
Capt. E. A. Solomons 
Capt. J. H. Wellings 
Capt. J. B. McLean 
Capt. J. A. Farrell, Jr. 

ComDesDiv 3— Cdr. A. E. True 
Capt. H. R. Holcomb 
Capt. E. A. Solomons 
Capt. J. H. Wellings 
Capt. J. B. McLean 
Capt. J. A. Farrell, Jr. 

ComDesDiv 4~Capt. R. G. Tobin 
Cdr. A. E. True 
Cdr. P. H. Fitzgerald 
Cdr. T. H. Tonseth 
Cdr. A. J. Greenacre > 

Cdr. J. L. Melgaard 
Cdr. W. T. McGarry 

ComDesRon 3~Cdr. T. J. Keliher, Jr. 
Capt. I. H. Nunn 

ComDesDiv 3— Cdr. L. P. Lovette 
Cdr. H. F. Pullen 
Capt. 1. H.'Nunn 

ComDesDiv 6— Cdr. A. M. Bledsoe 
Capt. J. V. Murphy 
Cdr. W. Craig 

ComDesRon 4-Capt. J. H. S. Dessez 
Capt. C. W. Flynn 
Cdr. F. R. Walker 
Capt. R. N. Smoot 
Capt. H. P. Smith 

ComDesDiv 7— Cdr. L. B. Austin 
Cdr. E. W. Young 
Cdr. F. R. Walker 
Capt. R. N. Smoot 
Capt. H. P. Smith 


ComDesDiv 8 — Cdr. S. B. Brewer 
Cdr. F. R. Walker 
Cdr. J. R. Pahl 
Cdr. H. O. Larson 
Cdr. J. H. Ward 
Cdr. E. R. Phelan 
Capt. G. E. Griggs 
Cdr. F. Gleim 

ComDesRon 3— Capt. H. E. Overesch 
Capt. C. P. Cecil 
Capt. R. P. Briscoe 
Capt. J. H. Carter 
Capt. W. M. Cole 
Capt. F. D. McCorkle 

ComDesDiv 9— Cdr. G. C. Kriner 
Cdr. F. X. Mclnerney 
Cdr. L. A. Abercrombie 
Cdr. G. D. Cooper 
Capt. J. H. Carter 
Capt. W. M. Cole 
Capt. F. D. McCorkle 

ComDesDiv 10— Cdr. J. V. Murphy 
Cdr. G. D. Cooper 
Cdr. C. D. Reynolds 
Cdr. C. H. Lyman 
Cdr. H. F. Stout 
Capt. M. G. Johnson 
Capt. W. S. Rodimon 

ComDesRon 6— Capt. R. L. Conolly 
Capt. E. P. Sauer 
Cdr. W. Nyquist 
Cdr. J. M. Higgins 
Capt. E. G. Fullinwider 
Capt. V. D. Long 
Capt. C. E. Carroll 


ComDesDiv 11— Cdr. C. P. Cecil 
Cdr. F. I. Entwistle 
Cdr. F. Moosbrugger 
Capt. W. Nyquist 
Cdr. J. M. Higgins 
Capt. E. G. Fullinwider 
Capt. V. D. Long 
Capt. C. E. Carroll 


ComDesDiv 12-Cdr. E. P. Sauer 
Cdr. W. R. Cooke, Jr. 

Cdr. F. Moosbrugger 
Cdr. H. P. Smith 
Cdr. G. R. Phelan 
Cdr. J. H. Ward 
Cdr. K. F. Poehlman 
Cdr. B. Van Mater 
Capt. F. Gleim 


ComDesDiv 13— Cdr. J. C. Pollock 
Cdr. R. W. Simpson 
Cdr. C. J. Stuart 


ComDesRon 7-Capt. J. W. Adams, Jr. 


^39 


ComDesDiv 13— Capt. J. W. Adams, 
Jr. 

ComDesDiv 14— Capt. W. S. Rodi- 
mon 

Capt. R. Brodie, Jr. 

ComDesRon 8— Capt. F. J. Bell 

ComDesDiv 13— Capt. F. J. Bell 

ComDesDiv 16— Capt. C. E. Cortner 

ComDesDiv 17— Cdr. R. T. S. Keith 

ComDesRon 10— Capt. H. L. Collins 

ComDesDiv 19— Capt. H. L. Collins 

ComDesDiv 20— Cdr. J. C. Atkeson 

ComDesDiv 21— Capt. R. E. Myers 

ComDesRon 12— Capt. G. C. Hoover 
Capt. R. G. Tobin 
Cdr. T. J. Ryan, Jr. 

Cdr. A. A. Burke 
Capt. R. W. Simpson 
Capt. W. P. Burford 
Capt. L. K. Reynolds 
Capt. T. C. Ragan 

ComDesDiv 22— Cdr. H. R. Holcomb 

ComDesDiv 23— Cdr. J. M. Higgins 
Capt. A. A. Burke 
Capt. R. W. Simpson 
Capt. W. P. Burford 
Capt. L. K. Reynolds 
Capt. T. C. Ragan 

ComDesDiv 24— Cdr. T. J. Ryan, Jr. 
Cdr. F. H. Ball 
Cdr. J. L. Melgaard 
Cdr. A. J. Greenacre 
Cdr. R. Brodie, Jr. 

Capt. B. N. Rittenhouse 

ComDesDiv 26— Cdr. A. J. Greenacre 

ComDesRon 13— Capt. J. B. Rooney 
Capt. W. L. Benson 

ComDesDiv 23— Capt. J. B. Rooney 
Capt. W. L. Benson 

ComDesDiv 26— Cdr. A. M. Kowalzyk 
Capt. R. P. Davis 

ComDesRon 14— Capt. R. S. Riggs 
Capt. W. Craig 
Capt. B. L. Austin 
Capt. R. N. Smoot 
Cdr. J. F. Newman, Jr. 

Capt. G. L. Sims 



ComCortDh/ 15—Cdr. F. C. B. McCune 

ComCortDiv 17—CdT R. N. Norgaard 
Cdr. A. Wildner 

ComCortDiv 18— Cdr. S. C. Small 

ComCortDiv 19— Cdr. H. W. Howe 

ComCortDiv 20— Cdr. J. Rountree j 
U.S.C.G. 

Cdr. P. B. Mavor, UJS.C.G. 

Lt. Cdr. W. B. Ellis, U.S.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 21 — Cdr. L. M. Markham, 
Jr. 

Cdr. A. B. Adams, Jr. 

Cdr. E. H. Headland, Jr. 

ComCortDiv 22— Cdr. TV. TV. Kenner, 
U.S.C.G. 

Cdr. R. J. Roberts, U.S.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 23— Cdr. E. J. Roland, 
US.C.G. 

Cdr. F. P. Vetlerick, US.C.G. 
Cdr. J. H. Forney, US.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 24— Cdr. C. T. S. Glad- 
den, VSH. (Ret) 

Cdr. C. G. McKinney, USH.R. 

ComCortDiv 35— Cdr, J. R. Litchfield, 
USHJi. 


ComCortDiv 45— Cdr. E. J. Roland, 
U.S.C.G. 

Cdr. H. A. Loughlin, U.S.C.G. 
Cdr. C. C. Knapp, US.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 46—Capt. R. E. TVood, 
US.C.G. 

Cdr. R. H. French, US.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 48— Cdr. G. A. Parkinson, 
USH.R. 

ComCortDiv 51— Cdr. T. S. Lank 
ComCortDiv 52— Cdr. C. R. Simmers 
ComCortDiv 54— Cdr. M. E. Dennett 

ComCortDiv 55— Cdr. R. P. IValker 
Cdr. TV. A. Session, USL4.R. 

ComCortDiv 56— Cdr. ir. A. P. Martin, 
Jr. 

Cdr. TV. L. Harmon 

ComCortDiv 57— Cdr. TV. H. Kirvan 
Cdr. T. G. Murrell, USJ4.R. 

ComCortDiv 58— Cdr. E. E. Garcia 

ComCortDiv 59— Cdr. A. TV. Slayden 
Cdr. L. S. Bailey, USL4R. 


ComCortDiv 60-Cdr. H. Mullins, Jr. 

ComCortDiv 62-Cdr. J. F. Boislir- 
Jr. 

ComCortDiv 66-Cdr. G. F. Adams 
USHJl. 

Cdr. H. H. Connelley 
Lt. Cdr. F. A. Isaacs, USKK. 

ComCortDiv 67— Cdr. F. G. Gould 

ComCortDiv 71— Cdr. E. TV. Yancej 

ComCortDiv 74— Cdr. C. F. Hooper, 
USHR. 

ComCortDiv 76— Cdr. C. M. Lyons, Jr. 

ComCortDiv 77— Cdr. H. G. TVhile, 
USHJi. 

ComCortDiv 78— Lt. Cdr. D. B. Pou- 
peney, USHR. 

ComCortDiv 79— Cdr. M. H. Harris, 
■ USHR. 

ComCortDiv 80— Cdr. A. L. Lind, 
U.SHR. 

ComCortDiv 85-Cdr. R. B. Randolph, 
USHR. 


PACIFIC FLEET DESTROYERS^ 

TYPE, FLOTILLA, SQUADRON, AND DIVISION 

COMMANDERS 

OCTOBER 1, 1941 ... OCTOBER 1, 1945 


ComDesPac—R. Adm. M. F. Draemel 
R. Adm. R. A. Theobald 
R. Adm. M. S. Tisdale 
R. Adm. J. L. Kauffman 
R. Adm. TV. L. Ainsworth 
R. Adm. TV. H. P. Blandy 

ComDesFlot One—R. Adm. R. A. Theobald 
ComDesFlot Two—R. Adm. M. F. Draemel 

ComTaskFlot One—Commo. J. T. Bottom, Jr. ComTaskFlot Four— Comma. R. N. Smoot 

ComTaskFlot Two— Comma. J. P. TVomble, Jr. ComTaskFlot Five— Comma. F. Moosbrugger 

ComTaskFlot Three— Comma. J. M. Higgins ComTaskFlot Six— Comma. R. TV. Simpson 

• Includes DO’S assigned to Seventh Fleet. 
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ComDesDiv lOO—Cdr. G. F. Chil- 
ingworth, Jr. 

Cdr. W. f. Miller 
Capt. E. B. Dexter 

ComDesRon 51— Capt. H. F. Pullc7i 
Capt. H. P. Smith 
Capt. H. J. Martin 

ComDesDiv 101— Capt. H. F. Pullen 
Capt. H. P. Smith 
Capt. H. J. Martin 

ComDesDiv 102— Capt. H. J. Marlin 
Cdr. B. V. Russell 
Capt. J. IF. Callahan 
Capt. W. H. Watson, Jr, 

ComDesRon 52— Capt. G. R. Cooper 
Capt. J. P. Womble, Jr. 

Capt. H. C. Daniel 


ComDesDiv 103— Capt. G. R. Cooper 
Ccbi. J. P. Womble, Jr. 
CcpLH. C. Daniel 
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ComDcsDiv 27—Cclr. /I. D. Chandler 
Cdr. H. F. Pullen 
Capt. IF. Craig 
Capt. B. L. Austin 
Capt. R. A^ Smoot 
Capt. G. L. Sims 

ComDcsDiv 2S—Capt. H. F. Pullen 
Cdr. E. L. Beck 
Cdr. J. F. Nexoman, Jr. 

Cdr. L. ]V. Pancoast 
Capt. B. N. n'ev 

ComDcsRon 16~Capt. JK. R. Thayer 

ComDcsDiv Si— Capt. IF. R. Thayer 

ComDcsDiv S2—Capt. B. Van Mater 

ComDesRon 19— Capt. R. F. Stout 
Cdr. J. R. Pahl 
Capt. H. D. Rozendal 

ComDcsDiv 37— Capt. R. F. Stout 
Cdr. J. R. Pahl 
Capt. II. D. Rozendal 

ComDcsDiv 3S—Cdr. IF. S. Feeder 
Capt. J. B. Cochran 
Cdr. B. N. I Few 
Capt. L. II'. Pancoast 

ComDesRon 1—Cdr. F. X. Mclncrney 
Capt. T. J. Ryan, Jr. 

Cdr. A. D. Chandler 
Capt. J. K. B. Cinder 
Capt. H. B. Ilcncbcrgcr 

ComDcsDiv ‘11— Cdr. JI. F. Pullen 
Cdr. A. D. Chandler 
Capt. F. X. Mclncrney 
Capt. T. J. Ryan, Jr. 

Cdr. A. D. Chandler 
Capt. J. K. B. Cinder 
Capt. II. B. Ilcncbcrgcr 

ComDcsDiv 12— Cdr. R. M. Morris 
Cdr. A. D. Chandler 
Cdr. H. O. Larson 
Cdr. A. E. Jarrell 
Cdr. L. H. Martin 
Cdr. R. F. Martin 

ComDesRon 22— Capt. L. B. Austin 
Cdr. J. C. Pollock 
Capt. W. R. Cooke, Jr. 

Capt. J. E. HurfJ 
Capt. W. F. Petersen 
Capt. R. H. Smith 
Capt. R. L. Campbell, Jr. 

ComDesDiv IS— Cdr. A. A. Burke 
Capt. W. R. Cooke, Jr. 

Capt. J. E. Htirff 


Capt. IF. /•', Petersen 
Capt. R. II. Smith 
Capt. R. L. Campbell, Jr. 

ComDesDiv Il-Cdr. IF. M. Cole 
Cdr. A. A. Burke 
Cdr. J. R. Pahl 
Cdr. IF. Dyer 
Cdr. S. G. Hooper 

ComDesRon 2S—Capt. M. J. Gitlan, 
Jr. 

Capt. A. A. Burke 
Capt. T. B. Dugan 

ComDesDiv 15— Capt. M. J. Gillan, 
Jr. 

Capt. A. A. Burke 
Capt. T. B. Dugan 

ComDcsDiv 16— Cdr. B. L. Austin 
Cdr. It. IF. Cavrnagh 
Cdr. 11. II. Mcllhenny 

ComDesRon 21— Cdr. K. M. McMancs 
Capt. E. IF. Young 

ComDcsDiv 17— Cdr. K. M. Mc- 
Mancs 

Capt. E. IF. Young 

ComDesDiv IS— Cdr. IF. /•'. Petersen 
Cdr. J. It. McLean 
Cdr. J. S. lYillis 
Capt. C. M. Boii'ley 

ComDesRon 25— Capt. E. M. Thomp- 
son 

Cdr. II. Crommelin 
Capt. J. IF. Ludewig 

ComDesDiv IP— Capt. E. tM. Thomp- 
son 

Capt. II. Crommelin 
Capt. J. IF. Ludewig 

ComDcsDiv 50— Cdr. II. Crommelin 
Capt. II. O. Parish 
Cdr. IF. C. IFinn 

ComDesRon 29— Cdr. E. M. Crouch 

ComDesRon 15— Cdr. R. Earle, Jr. 

Cdr. E. B. Taylor 
Capt. J. C. Daniel 

ComDesDiv S9—Cdr. R. Earle, Jr. 
Cdr. E. B. Taylor 
Capt. J. C. Daniel 

ComDesDiv 90— Cdr. E. B. Taylor 
Cdr. F. L. Tedder 
Cdr. J. IF. Schmidt 
Cdr. C. Broxon 


ComDesRon I6-Cdr. C. F Estic 
Capt. G. P. Hunter 
Capt. C. M. Jensen 

ComDesDiv 91-Cdr. C. F. Espe 
Capt. G. P. Hunter 
Capt. C. M. Jensen 

ComDesDiv 92-Cdr. II. F. Miller 
Cdr. IF. M. Sweetser 
Cdr. J. B. Maher 

ComDesRon 17— Capt. A. G. Cook, Jr. 
Capt. I. II. Nunn 
Capt. J. H. Sides 

ComDcsDiv PS—Capt. A. G. Cook, 

Jr. 

Caj)t. I. II. Nunn 
Capt. J. II. Sides 

ComDesDiv 9!— Cdr. R. F. Stout 
Cdr. J. H. Nevins, Jr. 

Cdr. L. K. Reynolds 
Cdr. IF. iU. Scarlcs 

ComDesRon IS— Capt. J. T. Bottom, 
Jr. 

Capt. IF. J. Marshall 
Capt. //. H. Henderson 

ComDesDiv 95-Capt. J. T. Bottom, 
Jr. 

Capt. IF. J. Marshall 
Capt. H. H. Henderson 

ComDesDiv 96-Cdr. C. E. Carroll 
Cdr. T. H. Kobey 
Cdr. L. C. Chamberlin 

ComDesRon 19— Capt. H. F. Gearing 
Capt. E. R. McLean, Jr. 

Capt. B. F. Brown 

ComDesDiv 97— Capt. H. F. Gearing 
Capt. E. R. McLean, Jr. 

Capt. B. F. Brown 

ComDesDiv 9S-Cdr. E. R. McLean, 

Jr. 

Cdr. H. Wood, Jr. 

Cdr. II’. G. Cooper 
Cdr. M. H. Hubbard 

ComDesRon 50— Cdr. S. R. Clark 

Cdr. C. F. Chillingworth, Jr. 
Capt. E. R. Wilkinson 
Capt. H. T. Deutermann 

ComDesDiv 99-Cdr. S. R. Clark 
Cdr. C. F. Chillingworth, Jr. 
Capt. E. R. Wilkinson 
Capt. H. T. Deutermann 
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ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC FLEET DESTROYER 

TENDERS 

OCTOBER 1, 1941 ... OCTOBER 1, 1945 


Melville 
Dobbin 
Whitney 
Black Haw 
Altair 


Denebola 

Dixie 

Prairie 

Cascade 

Piedmont 


Sierra 

Yosemite 

Hamul 

Markab 

Alcor 


★ 


DESTROYER ESCORTS TO THE 


DESTROYER 
ESCORT 
Bayntun (BDE 1) 
Bazely (BDE 2) 
Berry (BDE 3) 
Blackwood (BDE 4) 
Burges (BDE 12) 
Drury (BDE 46) 
Bentinck (DE 32) 
Byaro (DE 33) 

Calder (DE 38) 
Duckworth (DE 61) 
Duff (DE 64) 
Essington (DE 67) 
Affleck (DE 71) 
Aylmer (de 72) 
Balfour (DE 73) 
Bentley (DE 74) 
Brickerton (DE 73) 
Buck (De 76) 
Braitowaite (DE 77) 
Bullen (DE 78) 
Byron (DE 79) 

Conn (DE 80) 

Cotton (DE 81) 
Cranstoun (DE 82) 
CUBiTT (DE 83) 

CuRzoN (DE 84) 


V N i 

'TED 

KINGDOM 


DATE 

DESTROYER 

DATE 

DESTROYER 

DATE 

TRANSFERRED 

ESCORT 

TRANSFERRED 

ESCORT 

TRANSFERRED 

Feb. 13. 1943 

Dakins (DE 85) 

Nov. 23, 1943 

Keats (DE 278) 

Oct. 28, 1943 

Feb 18, 1943 

Deane (DE 86) 

Nov. 26, 1943 

Kempthorne (DE 279) 

Oct. 31, 1943 

Mar. 13, 1943 

Ekins (DE 87) 

Nov. 29, 1943 

Kingsmill (DE 280) 

Nov. 6, 1943 

Mar. 27, 1943 

Fitzroy (DE 88) 

Oct. 16, 1943 

Lawford (DE 516) 

Nov. 3, 1943 

June 2, 1943 

Redmill (DE 89) 

Nov. 30, 1943 

Louis (DE 317) 

Nov. 18, 1943 

April 12, 1943 

Retalick (DE 90) 

Dec. 8, 1943 

Laivson (DE M8) 

Nov. 23, 1943 

May 19, 1943 

Halstead (DE 91 ) 

Nov. 3, 1943 

Paisley (DE 319) 

Nov. 29, 1943 

June 18, 1943 

Riou (DE 92) 

Dec. 14, 1943 

Lorinc (DE 520) 

Dec. 3, 1943 

July 13, 1943 

Rutherford (DE 93) 

Dec. 16, 1943 

Hoste (DE 321) 

Dec. 14, 1943 

August 4, 1943 

Cosby (DE 94) 

Dec. 20, 1943 

MoorsoSi (DE 322) 

Dec. 20, 1943 

Aug. 23, 1943 

Rowley (DE 95) 

Dec. 22, 1943 

Manners (DE 323) 

Dec. 27, 1943 

Sept. 7, 1943 

Rupert (DE 96) 

Dec. 24, 1943 

Mounsey (DE 324) 

Dec. 31, 1943 

Sept. 29, 1943 

Stockham (DE 97) 

Dec. 28, 1943 

Incus (DE 525) 

Jan. 12, 1944 

Sept. 30, 1943 

Seymour (DE 98) 

Dec. 23, 1943 

Inman ( DE 526) 

Jan. 24, 1944 

Oct. 7, 1943 

Capel (DE 266) 

Aug. 24, 1943 

Spragge (DE 363) 

Jan. 14, 1944 

Oct. 13, 1943 

Cooke (DE 267) 

Aug. 30, 1943 

Stayner (DE 564) 

Dec. 30, 1943 

Oct. 17, 1943 

D acres (DE 268) 

Aug. 31, 1943 

Thornborough (DE 365) 

Dec. 31. 1943 

Oct. 22, 1943 

Domett (DE 269) 

Sept. 10, 1943 

Trollope (DE 366) 

Jan. 10, 1944 

Nov. 13, 1943 

Foley (DE 270) 

Sept. 16, 1943 

Tyler (DE 567) 

Jan. 14, 1944 

Oct. 25, 1943 

Garlies (DE 271) 

Sept. 20, 1943 

Torrincton 

Jan. 18, 1944 

Oct. 30, 1943 

Gould (DE 272) 

Sept. 23, 1943 

Narbrough (DE 369) 

Jan. 21, 1944 

Oct. 31, 1943 

Grindall (DE 273) 

Sept. 30, 1943 

Waldegrave (DE 570) 

Jan. 23, 1944 

Nov. 8, 1943 

Gardiner (’DE 274) 

Sept. 30, 1943 

Whitaker (DE 571) 

Jan. 28, 1944 

Nov. 13, 1943 

Goodall (DE 273) 

Oct. 11, 1943 

Holmes (DE 572) 

Jan. 31, 1944 

Nov. 17, 1943 

Goodson (DE 276) 

Oct. 16, 1943 

Harcood (DE 573) 

Feb. 7, 1944 

Nov. 20, 1943 

Gore (DE 277) 

Oct. 22, 1943 

Hotham (DE 574) 

Feb. 8, 1944 


DESTROYER ESCORT’S TO THE 


FREE FRENCH 


DESTROYER 

ESCORT 

Senecalais (DE 106) 
Algerien (DE 107) 
Tunisien (DE 108) 


DATE 

TRANSFERRED 
Jan. 2, 1944 
Jan. 23. 1944 
Feb. 11, 1944 


DESTROYER 

ESCORT 

Marocain (DE 109) 
Hova (DE 110) 
Somali (DE 111) 


DATE 

TRANSFERRED 
Feb. 29, 1944 
Mar. 18, 1944 
April 9, 1944 
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PACIFIC FLEET DE^S* 

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

JULY 20. 1 943 ... OCTOBER 1. 1945 


ComCoTtDiv T—Cdr. T. K. Dunslcn, 
U.SA\R. 

ComCortDiv S-Cdr. T. F. Fonder 

Cdr. C. S. Kirkpatrick, UJSJK.R. 

ComCortDiv 9— Cdr. E. II". Yancey 
Cdr. E. C. Pan-eU, U.SJKJR. 

ComCortDiv 10~Cdr. J. L. Mel^ccrd 
Lt. Cdr. P. r. Walker, UXKJi. 
Cdr. G. B. Coale, U.Su\\R. 

Cdr. C. B. Henriques, USK’Ji. 
Cdr. ir. H. Harrison, U.SJSJt. 

ComCortDiv 21~Cdr. F. TT. Schmidt 
Lt. Cdr. H. E. Cross, USFIJl. 
Cdr. H. E. Cross, U.SK’Ji. 

ComCortDiv Id— Cdr. L. F. Subnet 
Cdr. W. B. Pendleton 
Cdr. R. McAfee, U.SAdJl. 

ComCortDiv 15— Lt. Cdr. T. L. Bergen, 
UE.KJi. 

ComCortDiv 16— Cdr. F. L. Tedder 
Cdr. J. B. Clelar.d, UJMJl. 
Cdr. L. C. Mcbley, U.SJS'Ji. 

ComCortDiv 20— Lt. Cmdr. IT. B. 
Ellis. VE.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 22— Cdr, L. .^f. Thayer, 
U.S.C.G. 

Lt. Cdr. r. E. Bckcncs, U.S.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 23— Cdr. J. H. Forney, 
GS.C.G. 

ComCortDiv 2d— Cdr. C. G. McKinney, 
UJSJNJi. 

ComCortDiv 26-Cdr. T. C. Thomas 
Cdr. G. F. Datds, USK'Ji. 

Cdr. G. F. Adams, UELdJi. 

ComCortDiv 27-Cdr. W. L. David, 

irs.c.G. 

ComCortDiv 2S-Cdr. W. 5- Hon-ard, 

Jr. 

ComCoriDrv 31-Cdr. J. D. McKinney 
Lt. Cdr. J. G. Urqvkari, Jr. 

Cdr. C. A. Kvnz, UKAdJl. 

• Ir.d-aces OS’s assigned .'cr Tth Vteft. 


ComCortDiv 32-Cdr. R. H. Groff, 
U.SKJi. 

Cdr. C. K. Hutchison 

ComCortDiv 35—Capt. J. R. Litchfield, 
U.SJvJi. 

Cdr. ir. C. Hughes, U.SKJi. 

ComCortDiv 36~Cdr. R. D. Williams 
Cdr. C. A. Kunz, DSK'Ji. 

Cdr. R. D. Williams 

Cdr. R. D. DeKcv;, U.SK.R. 

Cdr. R. H. Wcnless, UKKR. 

ComCortDiv 31— Lt. Cdr. i\f. 11*. Firth 
Cdr. ir. H. Putnam, US2dJt. 

ComCortDiv 39— Cdr. H. Heins 

Cdr. R. R. Jackson, USKJi. 

Lt. Cdr. E. L. Holtz, UJKJl. 

ComCortDh’ dO—Cdr. L. M. Markham, 
Jr. 

Cdr. C. A. Thom-all, UJSKJR. 
Cdr. F. W. Heu-es 

ComCortDiv dd-Cdr. E. C. Wooda-erd 
Lt. Cdr. ir. B. Hinds, UE2KR. 

ComCortDiv El— Cdr. 11*. L. Harmon 

ComCortDiv E9—Lt. Car. R. £. Lock- 
u'ood 

Cdr. J. G. Urquhart, Jr. 

Cdr. J. W. GoUnkin, UEKR. 

ComCortDiv 31— Cdr. T. S. Lank 

ComCortDh- 33— Cdr. J. M. Fox, Jr., 
UJK'Jl. 

ComCortDh’ 33— Cdr. W. A. Sessions, 
USKJl. 

ComCortDh’ 36— Cdr. 11*. D. Day, 
UEKJi. 

ComCortDh’ 37— Cdr, T. G. Murrell, 
UE2KJI. 

Cdr. D. H. Johnson, USKM. 

ComCcriDh- 3S—Cdr. E, E. Carcra 

ComCortDh- fO-Cdr. E. E. Lt:U, 
ijKJKj:. 


ComCortDiv 61— Cdr. H. Reich 
UEKM. 

ComCortDiv 65-Lt. Cdr. J. Y. Bea-ick 

ComCortDiv 61 -Lt. Cdr. H. H. Lov', 
UKKR. 

Cdr. H. H. Love, UEKJL 
Cdr. R. D. White, UEKR. 

ComCortDh/ 63— Cdr. D. C. Broa-n, 
UJSKJi. 

ComCortDh' 67 -Cdr. F. G. Gould 

ComCortDh 69-Cdr. T. C. Phifer 
Cdr. G. R. Keating, U.SKJI. 

ComCortDh 10— Cdr. E. E. Pare 
Cdr. R. CuUinan, Jr. (Ret) 

ComCortDh 71— Cdr. ir. C.F.Rohards 

ComCortDh 12-Cdr, H. H. ConneUsy 
Cdr. A. Jackson, Jr., U.S2\Jt. 

ComCortDh 13— Cdr. IT. Putnam, 
L'KKR. 

Cdr. P. L. Hammond, UJSKR. 
Cdr. R, H. Groff, UJKJL 

ComCortDh 7E-Cdr. C. F. Hooper, 
UJSKJR. 

ComCortDrv i6 — Car. L. Af. K...^ 
USSR.. 

ComCortDh 77— Cdr. H. G. TThte, 
UKKR. 

ComConDh 7S-LL Cdr. D. B. Pou- 
per.ey, USKR. 

ComCortDh S2 — Cdr. IT. C. Jennmgs, 
UKJS'Jl. 

ComCoriDh SJ-Cc.-. R. B. Randolph, 
UKKR. 

ComCoriDh S6—Cdr. J. F. Way 

ComCcrtDh- SI — Cdr. IT. C. P. t/c-- 
linger, Jr. 

ComCortDh S9—Cdr. R. J. Toner, 
UKJKR. 
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DESTnOYKR 

DATE 

nnsT 

nrsTnoyEit 

DATE 

FIRST 

Cos MX 

co*.f.\f/55/o.N7;n co,M.\f,i.v»;,vc 

ofnci'ji 

S. IPtJ /,!. Ctfr. !V. E, Ecilr.n 

Cnf.fwru. 

CO.M,\SISSJO,\TJ7 COMMANDING 

orricEit 

Aur.. 17. 1933 Cdr. 11. T. Dculcrmcnn 

Htti. 

Juh 6, 39f) 

CA.r. Jc.hn E. iSflanry 

jNr.fTAJjlX 

A up. 31, 1933 

lA. Cdr. A, C. Teasey 


Auf,. 39. 39(f 

C. E: Cot'rirr 

K'.Art* 

Sept. 16, 1933 

Cdr, Frank Virden 


.V/:- if. SPt) Ctfr. //. C. Alien. Jr. 

lU-fcii 

April 12. 1934 

Cdr. J. A. Webster 

Nn'caws 

.Vrv. 30. 39>} 

CiU. /.. /). Gfpfc 

John llnoo 

June 7. 1934 

Cdr. T. J. Thornhill, Jr. 


.'■far. 4. Ipn 

CAr. C. /Vffoff 

Van VAtxf.sRtTr.it 

Aur. Z. 1934 

Cdr. A. li. Caxe 

Bixat 

A'-it 1. I'tJ 

/,!. DJf. I). T. l.V.rr 

CiHriJA t. IHtr.rx July ZS. I9IS 

Cdr. U'. G. Cooper 

IM»? 

Afa^ IS. IPO 

If. CAf. A’. 

<■<!’. .All AN 

Aup. ZJ, 1943 

El. Cdr. Donald T. ICilbcr 

PXIX HA'iiX'ttJV 

O::, ZS, /c#.r 

CAr. a. ,'.iar 

Daahiiu. 

I'.fU.Atn 

Mar. ZO. 1913 
April 9, 1933 

Cdr. J. It. SlcEran 
Cdr. G. Et. llartuip 

T'aiv-xi 

S\-.\ *. /c/Jf 

CA’. ft. Er-la-i. Jr. 

Kisni 

April Z). 1933 

l.t. Cdr. Allan iJ. Itolry 

Ilowotni 

A'lU *. /cff 

CA’. EAnatA S. Eurnt 

nrVNtON 

Per. 14. 1933 

Cdr. J, It'. Cooper 

Ktujs 

SAr.-, 4. 39(1 

CAt, ItfaarA G, lU-n 

Hiauwo j.. 

Jan. ZS. 3931 

CA.r, J. ir. Roulware 

H»»t 

M!~ci,ur 

AV; . <. 

.Vc'.’. 3S. 1^3 1 

CAt. tv. n. 

CAt. I). /„ 

! Ml AH'! 

UiaiAtti 1'. ijr.AXV 

Eeh. ZS, 1931 

Cdr. E. .1. llabrckrr 

Sii!n:n 

fft'. s. ;«c' 

CA’. /;, WfT 

lit.A ANT 

lire. 4, 39(3 

Cdr. Paul L. Itiph 

Wr.jY 

fr?. 3<IS 

CA’. H. 3’. IirtA. Jr. 

I'll-AAf. 

.Mrtv 23, 1933 

Et. Cdr. Jr.ek Mr.c^hxnit 

^^^a3nf 

Atn! l^fZ 

El. CA’. J. /„ 

t'llAI *.(t\ 

.M.n SI. (9(1 

Cdr. ,M. fan '.Metre 

Btnt'v 

S-fin Z-!. IffZ 

3.! CA’. II. H. t‘'\ 

Cl-AtJNCT K. 

Junr tt. 19(3 

Cdr. H'rn. 5. Feeder 

Rotit 

Ou'snt'. 

A-..r. S'. iifZ 
Sr;;. IZ. 3f>Z 

1.1, CA’. E 5. 3.\-.’’r 

3.1. CnN. C. 1. .Mr.'! •; 

1?! ONION 

C'lnj N 

Juh Zt. 191) 

Et. Cdr. Frank T, Shat 

<-tt 

Ulnr ZZ. S'-'t: 

3.1. CA’. 3:. 5. t.a -.t. 

G'-stm 

Au’. 7. 1913 

Et. Cdr. 11. C. I'ounp 


j‘..u zr. S’^tz 

It CA’ E.-.An 

f.Att.lNC 

Aup. 19. I9() 

l.t. Cdr. ,1. E. Riehr.nlsoti 


Auj;. S3. 

3.1. C..I’, J. )5'. /r.-.M 

lt» A! V 

Srpt. 3. 19(3 

Cdr, J. C. .Atkeson 

{‘.••.j-wm. 

/l.Nf /{'. t'-tZ 

3.1. CA’. J.I.ZCr. ’■■.’.n.Jr. 


5f't. SO. 1913 

Cdr. If. Af. Sxi-retier 

CiOiJiiA'v 

Jt.h / •'. tetZ 

!.t CA’. 3C 3. 

lit NT 

5r't. ZZ, 39(3 

Cdr. E. 1\ .Mitehell, Jr. 


}uh S\ I’fiZ 

3.1. CA’. 1 i.’.'A. 3 itA’n 

l.mil ItANIrVT. 

Sr pi. 391} Cdr. Ch.'.tlrt 31. Lyman, 333 

Cam tit*' IT 

Ai,f:. Z\ 3PIZ 

/.!. CA’. E. A. .MrJ.„7 

MaTIIIAII. 

on. 36. 39(3 

Cdr. S, It. Il'ri'ij/if 

C’UJ.ITtl, 

Ir'i. If, S^tZ 

3 ! CA’. C. /.. 3 .r-.r*:! 

.MflilTMI't 

39. 39(5 

Ctif. /*. Ifirt: 

Hcwtr 

S>-.- If. tfiz 

/.!, c.fr. /f-.r.-r /:.';<r 

Mf.Gou an 

tire. :■.■>. 39(3 

Gtfr, Jnir.rs If. Ifc’iVrr 

Kmx 

O;:. IZ, S’^tZ 

;.f. C.J*. tr. 7. Si-rlrtan. Jr. 

McNair 

Prr. }0. 39(3 Cdr. .M. E. MeCullnurlt. Jr. 

r.».Vtrt!CX 

sz. }f-tz 

t.t, CA.’. C. 7 . C’.u:.r;A 

Mu AIN 

.V. Z(. 39(3 

Cdr. If. Jl. Eidsall 


O:;. Zf. 

3.1. CA.-. J. 3. G.tJ.'.-.f.ff 

llntTAiltl. 

Sept. SO. 19(3 

Cdr. Corhen C. Shute 

?■! ir,KTnf:r 

.V; -.-, ZI. 3‘-’iZ 

3! CA.t. 33 .'.fi.-.'rr 

I'lOURIIUJi 

Orl. 30, 39(3 

Cdr. J. C. Worttel 

MOL*.»* At^‘« 

/>/•.'. /w; 

3,1, CA.’. 33. 31. 33’;’n”'.r’ 

.NjlV AIIAAI 

Erl’. 31. 3913 

Cdr. E. P. Hohnri 

NiJjj.'i 

}a-,. Sf. f^tS 

3.1. CA’. t3r.-iry 

W'llTlrn RN 

.Mr.,. 9. S9(( 

Cdr. J. Witfonp 

OtJStiMi-l 

Sr’’.. It. f:): 

3.1. CAt. 31. 3'.ti'Air. Jr. 

1‘I.A-INl'. 

Srpi. ZI, 191.1 

Cdr. 11, S. Ijivib 


Sf'!. If. tffZ 

3.1, C.Ar. Jf. SArii’".r> 

nAt.irv t'minx 

Of.'. .*5. 39(3 

Cdr. If. r. .MeCnrry 

Cu^'.o•t 

od. f. 3<>i: 

/ (. C.tr. 3. C. C.-.-.p 

flit At ANN 

Ni f. ZZ. 59(3 

Cifr. .t. G. Ilooprr 

JlTItJl 

s. 3't: 

1.1. CA.’. }V. T. S’U(.r.”\ 

U« '-!l V 

Srpt. 30. 19(3 

Cdr. Reid P. fiala 


Or.. SI. 3':-IZ 

3.t. CA>. 1 5. S’.’t’.rlA 

Wai • rtr.lt 

Orl. 39. 19(3 

Cdr. If. C. If 111 n 

Unf.'vi 

.VV'.-. ZI. I’^IZ 

3.1. CA.t. .M. EtKf’ 

S’lif’iAN Sc<nr 

S. 39(3 

CiJr. S. D. Oix-ais 

lUtti'AJS 

Al’is S’^ts 

3.1, ( ■!’. O fA.Urf frr 

■Mitt.' 

Ni-x-. 19.19(3 

Cdr, Ifri. .S. Eitalirook. Jr. 

U ^ir'isc 

.M'a-, .*5, I<rs 

1.1. CA.’. C. G, 3'.A“.r’ 

.Miin .M. .^rMNiR 

Jr.n. ZS. 39(4 

Cdr. Nonnr.n J, Sarnpson 

S^’nuu^- 

Juh 3. 3^13 

t.C CiU. J. E. tVaCnr-..-. Jr. 

Moaix 

Erl’. ZS. 3911 

Cdr. If. M. Potter 

Tiiovina<( 

JiAt IP. 3PIS 

3.1. CA,. i . A. 3 Ur 

Ini.R All AM 

.Mar. 30. 3931 

Cdr. 11. If. Cordon, Jr, 

\VniT s 

Aur. 16. S'ilS 

3.1. CA,’. 3 !.,■>> .*.!. Crprr 

tt 

Mar, Z7, 3914 

Crfr. ;. If. Schmidt 

Attrtt 

AS’uJ ZS. 391} 

CA,. C3;r>rt E. CntroU 

I.NI.IMII 

Mav 4, 3914 

Cdr. J. T. Smith 

Kni*,r. 

.'■ft!) 33. 393} 

CA.,, J. 3. Z4r.'<'i’.n, Jr, 

Chari n S. SiiRRV 

.May 37. 3934 

Cdr. 11. U. Metlhenny 

rxf(,v 

.V. 1 ; zr. tPtS 

CA.r, J. 33. Sr;,,!. Jr, 

An.i 

May 31. 3934 

Cdr. Joseph C. Wylie 


June 3, l^tZ 

CA.r. C. J. H7ii/iTi<: 

W.Al li'UIN 

Junr S, 3934 

Cdr. G. Peckham 

K.'.tcitr 

Junr zs. I9fz 

1.1. CA,. It. 1C l.ft i,) 

II A» NMVHt;l)| 

Junr ZZ, 3934 

Cdr. Robert lirodie, Jr. 

I)0*AN 

.■iuf;, 4, 393Z 

l.t. C.Ar. 11. M‘. GoriJiiri. Jr. 

jmiN W. \Vn KA 

July ZI, 5934 

Cdr. R. A. Theobald, Jr. 

Knu 

Sept. 1, IPIZ 

El. CA.r. It. »•. Ili’nr 

1Ian». 

Aii.r;. ZS. 19(4 

f.'flr. G. Al. Chambers 

Blu j t 

A nr.. !S. 39 IZ 

El. CiU. .5f. 13. lAr.llliru l 

W.Al « .AfX I.. L|M> 

.Sept. S, 1931 

Cdr. 0. Dr Metropolis 

CiirTATw 

Srpt. 3S, IPIZ 

l.t. CiU. J. M’. 

noiHi 

Srpt. ZI. 3911 

Cdr. N, Adair, Jr. 

HiESjjfis' 

tiff. ZO, 39 tZ 

l.t. CAr. G. A. Sfiwrr 

OiMnON 

.Yo!-. 4. 3931 

Cdr. Robert 0. Stranpe 

Smri’icj; 

3'rl>. 7, 391} 

El. Cih. E. ,1. lUyim 

OAlNARtl 

Nav. ZS. 39/1 

Cdr. E. J. Foley 

Bunv 

May- 7. 39IZ 

El. CA,. E. C. Slrllrri Jr. 

.Sou V 

Dee. 7, 3931 

Cdr. J. S. Lewis 

Tiuj-iav 

Junr 4, 3917 

El. CAt. E. 13. .MrCntlilr 

H ari-an 11. Dickaon 

lUh. 37, 3935 

Cdr. P. G. Osier 

Hmx 

Junr 35. 3913 

CAt. K. E. Efirlilmnnn 

lllN.II I'URVIS 

Mar. 3, 3935 

Cdr, It. L. GimifOe 

Sinfli.'KNrv 

Jtittr Z9, 3933 

CAr. tValIrr /,. /})rr 

GrAf.iNR 

May 3, 3915 

Cdr. T, 11. Capernan 
Cdr. IF, P. Pratt 


July Sf,, 1913 
Ore. 35, 393Z 

CAr. T, 11. ronsrlh 

riT.rvr. A. Grit-vj; 

June S, 3935 

Snvu. •().,• 

l.t, CAr, Tli'imiis C. Orrrn 

Gvait 

July Z. 3915 

Cdr. A. D. Kaplan 

Stocxton 

Jnt). 33, 3913 

El, CAr. 11. E. JliaAiIy 

KiNsrni 1). llAii.r.v 

July 33. 3915 

Cdr. G. 11. Richards, Jr. 

Thorn 

April I, 1933 

l.t. Cdf. EAwnri! Itrumlry 

Wii-i.iAM R. Rush 

Srpt. 21, 19(5 

Crfr. r. R. 3’opcley 

TfR.MR 

April 35, 3933 

El. CAr. 11. .V. IVyr.mU, Jr. 

Rarton 

Dec. 30. 1913 

Cdr. J. It'. Callahan 

Aixirt W. Grant 

.\nv. ZI, 3933 

Cilr, ■/*. .'J. iVIsrirniirr 

W.Ai.Ki; 

fan. 21, 3911 

Cdr. J. C. Zahm 

Carjrto.n 

July 30, 1913 

CAr. H'nllaci’ J. Milirr 

Lait iv 

Feb. S, 1911 

Cdr. F. J. liecton 
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NEW 

DESTROYERS ADDED TO 

UNITED STATES 


FLEET DURING 

WORLD 

WAR 

II 



DECEMBER 1941 . . 

.SEPTEMBER, 

1945 


DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 

DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 


COMMISSIONED 

' COMMANDING 

COMMISSIONED 

COMMANDING 



OFFICER* 



OFFICER* 

Fletcher 

June 30, 1912 

Lt. Cdr. IV. M. Cole 

Anthony 

Feb. 26, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. B. Van Mater 

Radford 

July 22, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. W. K. Romoser 

Wadsworth 

Mar. 16, 1943 

Cdr. J. F. Walsh 

Jemkins 

July 31, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. H. F. Miller 

Walker 

April 3, 1943 

Cdr. 0. F. Gregor 

La Vallette 

Aug. 12, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. H. H. Henderson 

Brownson 

Feb. 3, 1943 

■ Lt. Cdr. J. B. Maher 

Nicholas 

June 4, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. W. D. Brown 

Daly 

Mar. 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. R. G. Visser 

O’Bannon 

June 26, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. E. R. Wilkinson 

Isherwood 

April 12, 1943 Lt. Cdr. Robert E. Gadrow 

Chevalier 

July 20, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. E. R. McLean, Jr. 

Kimberly 

May 24, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Harry Smith 

Hambleton 

Dec. 22, 1941 

Lt. Cdr. Forrest Close 

Luce 

June 21, 1943 

Cdr. D. C. Parian 

Rodman 

Jan. 27, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. W. G. Michelet 

Abner Read 

Feb. 5, 1943 

Cdr. T. Burrowes 

Macomb 

Jan. 26, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. IF. H. Duvall 

Ammen 

Mar. 12, 1943 

Cdr. J. C. Daniel 

Laffev 

Mar. 31, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. IF. E. Hank 

Mullany 

April 23, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Bacon Joseph 

Woodworth 

April 30, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. R. C. Webb, Jr. 



Mullaney 

Forrest 

Jan. 13. 1942 

Lt. Cdr. Merle Fan Metre 

Bush 

May 10, 1943 

Cdr. IF. F. Petersen 

Fitch 

Feb. 3, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. Henry Crommelin 

Trathen 

May 28, 1943 

Cdr. A. J. Greenacre 

CORRY 

Dec. 18, 1941 

Lt. Cdr. E. C. Burchett 

Hazelwood 

June 18, 1943 

Cdr. Hunter Wood, Jr. 

Hobson 

Jan. 22, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. R. N. McFarlane 

Heermann 

July 6, 1943 

Cdr. Dwight M. Agnew 

Saufley 

Aug. 29, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. B. F. Brown 

Hoel 

July 29, 1943 L t. Cdr. Wm. Dow Thomas 

Waller 

Ocl. 1, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. L. H. Frost 

McCord 

Aug. 19, 1943 

Cdr. Wm. T. Kenny 

Strong 

Aug. 7, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. J. H. Wellings 

Miller 

Aug. 31. 1943 

Cdr. Theodore H. Kobey 

Taylor 

Aug. 28, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. Benjamin Katz 

Owen 

Sept. 20, 1943 

Cdr. Robert W. Wood 

De Haven 

Sept. 21, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. C. E. Tolman 

The Sullivans 

Sept. 30, 1943 

Cdr. Kenneth M. Gentry 

Bache 

Nov. 14, 1942 

Cdr. J. N. Opie, HI 

Stephen Potter 

Oct. 21, 1943 

Cdr. Charles H. Crichton 

Beale 

Dec. 23, 1942 

Cdr. J. B. Cochran 

Tincf.y 

Nov. 25, 1943 

Cdr. J. 0. Miner 

Guest 

Dec. 15, 1942 

Cdr. Henry Crommelin 

Twining 

Dec. 1, 1943 

Cdr. Ellis Kerr Wakefield 

Bennett 

Feb. 9, 1943 

Cdr. E. B. Taylor 

Yarn all 

Dec. 30, 1943 

Cdr. B. F. Tompkins 

Fullam 

Mar. 2, 1943 

Cdr. Henry C. Daniel 

Boyd 

May 8, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. U.S.G. Sharp, Jr. 

Hudson 

Apr. 13, 1943 

Cdr. IF. R. Smedberg, HI 

Bradford 

June 12, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Robert L. Morris 

Hutchins 

Nov. 17, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. E. IF. Herron 

Brown 

July 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. T. H. Copeman 

Pringle 

Sept. 15, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. H. 0. Larson 

Cowell 

Aug. 23, 1943 

Cdr. Charles IF. Parker 

Stanly 

Oct. 15, 1942 

Cdr. R. IF. Cavenagh 

Capps 

June 23, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. B.E.S. Trippensee 

Stevens 

Feb. 1, 1943 

Cdr. F. H. Ball 

David W. Taylor 

Sept. 18, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Wm. H. Johnsen 

Halford 

April 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. G. N. Johansen 

Evans 

Dec. 11. 1943 

Cdr. F. C. Camp 

Leutze 

Mar. 4, 1944 

Cdr. Berton A. Robbins, Jr. 

John D. Henley 

Feb. 2, 1944 

Cdr. C. H. Smith 

Aaron Ward 

Mar. 4, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. O. F. Gregor 

Franks 

July 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. N. A. Lidstone 

Buchanan 

Mar. 21, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. R. E. Wilson 

Haggard 

Aug. 31, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. D. A. Harris 

Duncan 

April 16, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. E. B. Taylor 

Hailey 

Sept. 30, 1943 

Cdr. Parke H. Brady 

Lansdowne 

April 29, 1942 Lt. Cdr. W. R. Smedberg, III 

Johnston 

Oct. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. E. E. Evans 

Lardner 

May 13, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. W. M. Sweetser 

Laws 

Nov. 18, 1943 

Cdr. L. 0. Wood 

McCalla 

May 27, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. W. G. Cooper 

Loncshaiv 

Dec. 4, 1943 

Cdr. D. T. Birtwell, Jr. 

Mervine 

June 17, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. S. D. Willingham 

Morrison 

Dec. 18, 1943 

Cdr. IF. H. Price 

Quick 

July 3, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. R. B. Nickerson 

Prichett 

Jan. 15, 1944 

Cdr. Cecil T. Caufield 

Farenholt 

April 2, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. E. T. Seaward 

Robinson 

Jan. 31, 1944 

Cdr. E. B. Grantham, Jr. 

Bailey 

May 11, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. F. D. Karns, Jr. 

Ross 

Feb. 21, 1944 

Cdr. Benjamin Coe 

Carmick 

Dec. 28, 1942 

Cdr. IFm. S. Whiteside 

Rowe 

Mar. 13, 1944 

Cdr. A. L. Young, Jr. 

Doyle 

Jan. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. C. E. Boyd 

Smalley 

Mar. 31, 1944 

Cdr. P. H. Horn 

Endicott 

Feb. 25, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. IF. S. Heald 

Stoddard 

April 15, 1944 

Cdr. H. Myers 

McCook 

Mar. 15, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. S. C. Anderson 

Watts 

April 29, 1944 

Cdr. Joseph B. Maher 

Frankford 

Mar. 31, 1943 

Cdr. T. J. Thornhill 

Wren 

May 20, 1944 

Cdr. E. A. McDonald 

Philip 

Nov. 21, 1942 

Cdr. T. C. Ragan 

AULICK 

Oct. 27, 1942 

Cdr. 0. P. Thomas, Jr. 

Renshaw 

Dec. 5, 1942 Cdr. Charles F. Chillingworth 

Charles Ausburne 

Nov. 24, 1942 

Lt.sCdr. L.,K. Reynolds 

Ringgold 

Dec. 24, 1942 

Cdr. T. F. Conley, Jr. 

Claxton 

Dec. 8, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. Herold F. Stout 

SCHROEDER 

Jan. 1, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. J. T. Bowers 

Dyson 

Dec. 30, 1942 

Cdr. Roy A. Gano 

SiGSBEE 

Jan. 23, 1943 

Cdr. B. V. Russell 

Harrison 

Jan. 25, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. C. M. Dalton 

Conway 

Oct. 9, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. N. S. Prime 

John Rodgers 

Feb. 9, 1943 

Cdr. H. 0. Parish 

Cony 

Oct. 30, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. H. D. Johnson 

McKee 

Mar. 31, 1943 

Cdr. J. J. Greytak 

Converse 

Nov. 20, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. D. C. Hamberger 

Murray 

April 20, 1943 

Cdr. R. F. Stout 

Eaton 

Dec. 4, 1942 

Lt. Cdr. E. L. Beck 

Sproston 

May 19, 1943 

Cdr. Fred R. Stickney 

Foote 

Dec. 22, 1942 

Cdr. Bernard L. Austin 

Wickes 

June 16, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. W. Y. Allen, Jr- 

Spence 

Jan. 8, 1943 Lt. Cdr. Henry J. Armstrong 

William D. Porter 

July 6, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. W. A. Walter 

Terry 

Jan. 26, 1943 

Cdr. George R. Phelan 

Young 

July 31, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. G. B. Madden 

Thatcher 

Feb. 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. L. R. Lampman 

Charrette 

May 18, 1943 

Cdr. E. S. Karpe 
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DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 

DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 

COMMISSIONED 

COMMANDING 

OFFICER 

COMMISSIONED 

COMMANDING 

OFFICER 

O’Brien 

Feb. 2S, 1944 

Cdr. P. F. Heerbrandt 

Jarvis 

June 3, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. R. Topper 

Meredith 

Mar. 14, 1944 

Cdr. G. Knuepfer 

Porter 

June 24, 1944 

Cdr. H. R. Prince 

De Haven 

Mar. 31, 1944 

Cdr. J. B. Dimmick 

COLHOUN 

July 8, 1944 

Cdr. George R. Wilson 

Mansfield 

April 14, 1944 

Cdr. R. E. Braddy, Jr. 

Gregory 

July 29, 1944 

Cdr. B. McCandless 

Lyman K. Swenson 

May 2, 1944 

Cdr. F. T. Williamson 

Little 

Aug. 19, 1944 

Cdr. M. Hall, Jr. 

Collett 

May 16, 1944 

Cdr. J. D. Collett 

Rooks 

Sept. 2, 1944 

Cdr. R. F. Marlin 

Maddox 

June 2, 1944 

Cdr. James S. Willis 

Chevalier 

Jan. 9, 1945 

Cdr. F. Wolsieffer 

Hyman 

June 16, 1944 

Cdr. Rollo Niel Norgaard 

Higbek 

Jan. 27, 1945 

Cdr. L. Williamson 

Mannert L. Abele 

July 4, 1944 

Cdr. A. E. Parker 

Benner 

Feb. 13, 1945 

Cdr. John Munholland 

Purdy 

July 18, 1944 

Cdr. F. L. Johnson 

Dennis J. Buckley 

Mar. 2, 1945 

Cdr. K. C. Walpole 

Drexler 

Nov. 14, 1944 

Cdr. R. L. Wilson 

Myles C. Fox 

Mar. 20, 1945 

Cdr. J. S. Fahy 

Frank Knox 

Dec. 11, 1944 

Cdr. J. C. Ford, Jr. 

Everett F. Larson 

April 6, 1945 

Cdr. H. Myers 

Southerland 

Dec. 22, 1944 

Cdr. R. C. Williams 

Goodrich 

April 24, 1945 

Cdr. D. R. Frakes 

Blue 

Mar. 20, 1944 

Cdr. L. Ensey 

Hanson 

May 11, 1945 

Cdr. J. C. Parham, Jr. 

Brush 

April 17, 1944 

Cdr. J. E. Edwards 

Herbert J. Thomas 

May 29, 1945 

Cdr. R. T. S. Keith 

Taussig 

May 20, 1944 

Cdr. J. A. Robbins 

Turner 

June 12, 1945 

Cdr. E. B. Rittenhouse 

Samuel N. Moore 

June 24, 1944 

Cdr. Horatio A. Lincoln 

Charles P. Ceql 

June 29, 1945 

Cdr. TP. Outerson 

Harry E. Hubbard 
Alfred A. Cuning- 

HAM 

July 22, 1944 
Nov. 23, 1944 

Cdr. L. W. Bailey 
Cdr. F. B. T. Myhre 

George K. Macken- 
zie 

Sarsfield 

July 13, 1945 

July 31, 1945 

Cdr. Alvin Weems Slayden 

Cdr. H. A. Pearce 

John R. Pierce 

Dec. 30, 1944 

Cdr. C. R. Simmers 

Ernest G. Small 

Aug. 21, 1945 

Cdr. T. D. McGrath 

Frank E. Evans 

Feb. 3, 194S 

Cdr. Harry Smith 

Power 

Sept. 13, 1945 

Cdr. J. M. Steinbeck 

John A. Bole 

Mar. 3, 194S 

Cdr. E. B. Billingsley 

Bristol 

Mar. 17, 1945, 

Cdr. K. P. Letts 

Beatty 

Mar. 31, 194S 

Cdr. M. T. Munger 

Fred T. Berry 

May 12, 1945 

Cdr. N. J. F. Frank 

Putnam 

Oct. 12, 1944 

Cdr. F. V. H. Hilles 

Norris 

June 9, 1945 

Cdr. T. A. Nisewaner 

Strong 

Mar. 8, 194S 

Cdr. C. M. Howe 

McCaffery 

July 26, 1945 

Cdr. B. B. Cheatham 

Lofberg 

April 26, 194S 

Cdr. R. O. Beer 

Harwood 

Sept. 28, 1945 

Cdr. Reid P. Fiala 

Lowry 

July 23, 1944 

Cdr. L. H. Martin 

Vogelcesang 

Apr. 28, 1945 

Cdr. 0. W. Spahr, Jr. 

Hugh W. Hadley 

Nov. 2S, 1944 

Cdr. L. C. Chamberlin 

Steinaker 

May 26, 1945 

Cdr. S. A. McCornock 

Willard Keith 

Dec. 27, 1944 

Cdr. Lewis L. Snider 

Harold J. Ellison 

June 23, 1945 

Cdr. J. C. South 

James C. Owens 

Feb. 17, 194S 

Cdr. R. H. Blair 

Charles R. Ware 

July 21, 1945 

Cdr. Henry R. Wier 

Zellars 

Oct. 2S, 1944 

, Cdr. B. Van Mater 

Cone 

Aug. 17, 1945 

Lt. Cdr. K. Steen 

Massey 

Nov. 24, 1944 

Cdr. C. W. Aldrich 

Stribling 

Sept. 29, 1945 

Cdr. J. D. Bulkeley 

Douglas H. Fox 

Dec. 26, 1944 

Cdr. R. M. Pitts 

Hawkins 

Feb. 10, 1945 

Cdr. Clifton Iverson 

Stormes 

Jan. 27, 194S 

Cdr. W. N. Wylie 

Duncan 

Feb. 25, 1945 

Cdr. Paul D. Williams 

Robert K. Hunt- 
ington 

Mar. 3, 194S 

Cdr. John W. Ramey 

Henry W. Tucker 
Rogers 

Mar. 12, 1945 
Mar. 26, 1945 

Cdr. B. H. Meyer 
Cdr. C. B. Smiley 

Rowan 

Mar. 31, 194S 

Cdr. W. A. Dunn 

Perkins 

April 5, 1945 

Cdr. T. M. Fleck 

Gurke 

May 12, 194S 

Cdr. K. Loveland 

Vesole 

April 23, 1945 

Cdr. Harry E. Townsend 

McKean 

June 9, 194S 

Cdr. W. D. Kelly 

Leary 

May 7, 1945 

Cdh E. G. Campbell 

Henderson 

Aug. 4, 194S 

Cdr. H. A. Knoertzer 

Dyess 

May 21, 1945 

Cdr. R. L. Fulton 

Callaghan 

Nov. 27, 1943 

Cdr. F. J. Johnson 

Bordelon 

June 5, 1945 

Cdr. M. J. Luosey 

Cassin Young 

Dec. 31, 1943 

Cdr. E. T. Schreiber 

Furse 

July 10, 1945 

Cdr. D. A. Harris 
Cdr. Norman Ernest Smith 

Irivin 

Feb. 14, 1944 

Cdr. Daniel B. Miller 

Newman K. Perry 

July 26, 1945 

Preston 

Mar. 20, 1944 

Cdr. G. S. Patrick 

Floyd B. Parks 

July 31, 1945 

Cdr. Morgan Slayton 
Cdr. Lester C. Conwell 

Benham 

Dec. 20, 1943 

Cdr. Erie V. Dennett 

John R. Craig 

Aug. 20, 1945 

Cushing 

Jan. 17, 1944 

Cdr. Louis F. Volk 

Orleck 

Sept. 15. 1945 

Cdr. John D. Andrew 

Monssen 

Feb. 12, 1944 

Cdr. B. A. Fuetsch 

• All officers named are regular V, 5, Navy unless otherwise tndtcatea 


NEW DESTROYER ESCORTS 
STATES FLEET DURING 


ADDED TO UNITED 
WORLD WAR II 


JANUARY, 1943-JULY, 1945 


FIRST 

DESTROYER DATE COMMANDING 

ESCORT COMMISSIONED OFFICER 


Evarts 

'VV'iTFELS 

Griswold 

Steele 


April IS. 1943 

April 21, 1943 
April 28, 1943 
May 4, 1943 


Lt. Cdr. C. B. Henriques, 
U.SJ4.R. 
Lt. R. M. Hinckley, Jr. 
Lt. Cdr. C. M. Lyons, Jr. 
Lt. Cdr. M. E. Dennett 


DESTROYER 

ESCORT 

Carlson 

Bebas 

Crouter 


FIRST 

DATE COMMANDIR^ 

COMMISSIONED OFFICER 

■ May 10, 1943 Lt. Cdr. James A. Stapleton. 
^ UFJ4.Il. 

May IS, 1943 Lt. Cdr. G. B. Gilbertson. 
^ UF.N.41- 

May 2S, 1943 Lt. J. E. Johansen, UFJ4JI. 
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destroyer 

DATE 

FIRST 

ESCORT COMMISSIONED COMMANDING 

OFFICER 

Pettit 

Sept. 23, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Wm. B. Ellis, 
U.S.C.G. 

Ricketts 

Oct. 5. 1943 

Lt. Cdr. G. L. Rollins, 
U.S.C.G. 

Seli-strom 

Oct. 12, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. IP. L. Maloney, 
UB.C.G. 

Seid 

June II, 1943 

Cdr. C. A. Thorwall, 
U.ST4.R. 

Smartt 

June 18, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. TP. B. Pendleton 

IV ALTER S. Brown 

June 25, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. IP. L. Harmon 

U'lLLiAM C. Miller 

July 2, 1943 Lt. Cdr. Frederick G. Storey, 

V.S.NJI. 

Cabana 

July 9, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. R. L. Bence, 
U.S.NJt. 

Dionne 

July 16, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Richard S. Paret, 
U.SN.R. 

Canfield 

July 22, 1943 

Cdr. J. B. Cleland, Jr., 
U.S.N.R. 

Deede 

July 29, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. J. IP. Whaley 

Elden 

Aug. 5, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. George F. Adams, 
U.SN.R. 

Cloues 

Aug. 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. T. K. Dunstan, 
USHJl. 

Lake 

Feb. 5, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. A. D. Weelis, Jr., 
USN.R. 

Lyman 

Feb. 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. IP. Wilson, 
U.S.N.R. 

Crowley 

Mar. 25, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. T. J. Skewes, Jr., 
U.S.N.R. 

Rall 

April 8, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. C. B. Taylor, 
U.SN.R. 

Halloran 

May 27, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. G. Scripps, 
UAJ4.R. 

Connolly 

July 8, 1944 

Lt. IP. A. Collier, U.SN.R. 

Finnegan 

Aug. 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Huston HuIJman, 
U.S.N.R. 

Harveson 

Oct. 12, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. P. L. Stinson, 
UE.C.G. 

Joyce 

Sept. 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Robert Wilcox, 
U.S.C.C. 

Kirkpatrick 

Oct. 23, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. P. E. Bakanas, 
U.S.C.G. 

Leopold 

Oct. IS, 1943 

Cdr. K. C. Phillips, UE.C.G. 

Mences 

Oct. 26, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. F. M. McCabe, 
VS.e.G. 

Mosley 

Oct. 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. James A. Alger, Jr., 
U.S.C.G. 

Net yell 

Oct. 30, 1943 

Cdr. R. J. Roberts, VS.C.G. 

Pride 

Nov. 13, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Ralph R. Curry, 
UB.C.G. 

Falgout 

Nov. 15, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. H. A. Meyer, 
V.S.C.G. 

Low-e 

Nov. 22, 1943 Cdr. R. H. French, 1/.S.C.G. 

Thomas J. Gary 

Nov. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Wm. H. Harrison, 
U.S.N.R. 

Brister 

Nov. 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. L. H. Crosby, 
V.S.N.R. 

Finch 

Dec. 13, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. A. H. Nienau, 
U.SJ4.R. 

Kretchmer 

Dec. 13, 1943 

Lt. R. C. Wing, U.S.N.R. 

O’Reilly 

Dec. 28, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. IP. C. F. Robards 

Koiner 

Dec. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. C. S. Judson, 
U.S.N.R. 

Price 

Jan. 12, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. IP. Higgins, Jr., 
UXN.R. 

Strickland 

Jan. 10, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. A. J. Hopkins, 
V.SJ9.R. 


DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 

ESCORT COMMISSIONED COMMANDING 

OFFICER 

Forster 

Jan. 25, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. 1. E. Davis, 
UR.N.R. 

Daniel 

Jan. 24, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. H. E. Waller, 
U.SJT.R. 

Roy O. Hale 

Feb. 3, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. IP. IP. Bowie, 
USN.R. 

Dale \V. Peterson 

Feb. 17, 1944 Lt. Cdr. A. A. Hero, USN.R. 

Martin H. Ray 

Feb. 28, 1944 

Lt. H. P. Tucker, Jr., 
U.S.NJi. 

John C. Butler 

Mar. 31, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. E. Pace 

O’Flaherty 

April 8, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. D. IP. Farnham, 
US.N.R. 

Raymond 

April 15, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Aaron F. Beyer, 
U.SJ4.R. 

Richard W. 

April 26, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. M. McQuilkin, 

Suesens 


URJVJi. 

Abercrombie 

May 1, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. B. H. Katsehinski, 
U.SN.R. 

Oberrender 

May 11, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Samuel Spencer, 
USJ4.R. 

Robert Brazier 

May 8, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Donald D. Snyder, 
V.S.N.R. 

Edwin A. Howard 

May 25, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Frederick Denfeld, 
U.S.N.R. 

Jesse Rutherford 

May 31, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Barklie M. Henry, 
t/.SJ/.R. 

Key 

June 5, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. F. D. Buckley 

Gentry 

June 14, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. D. A. Smith, 
U.S.N.R. 

Traw 

June 20, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. James T. Kilbreth, 
VXNJi. 

Maurice J. 

June 30, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. TP. M. Lowry, 

Manuel 


U.SJ9.R. 

Naifeh 

July 4, 1944 

Lt. J. S. Albert, UB.N.R. 

Doyle C. Barnes 

July 13, 1944 Lt. Cdr. J. P. Ingle, U.S.NJi. 

Kenneth M. 

July 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. M. Stuart 

Willett 

Jaccard 

July 26, 1944 

Li. Cdr. C. R. Hamilton, 
U.SJ4Ji. 

Llott) E. Agree 

Aug. 1, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. E. Greenbdcker 

George E. Davis 

Aug. 11, 1944 

Lt. Frederick 1. Lincoln, 
U.SJ4Ji. 

Mack 

Aug. 16, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. F. Nelson, 
U.SM.R. 

Woodson 

Aug. 24, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. L. Foley 

Johnnie Hutchins 

Aug. 28, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Hugh M. Godsey^ 
V.S.NR. 

Walton 

Sept. 4, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. W. S. Wills, Jr. 

Rolf 

Sept. 7, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Lester E. Hubbell 

Pratt 

Sept. 18, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. R. H. Wanless, 


U.SJ4.R. 

Romdach 

Sept. 20, 1944 

Lt. C. B. Gill 

McGinty 

Sept. 25, 1944 

Cdr. W. H. Harrison, 
U.S.N.R. 

Alvin C. Cockrell 

Oct. 7, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. M. M. Sanford 

French 

Oct. 9, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. T. K. Dunstan, 
U.SN.R. 

Cecil J. Doyle 

Oct. 16, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. D. S. Crocker, 
V.SNR. 

Thaddeus Parker 

Oct. 25. 1944 

Lt. Cdr. D. R. Stoneleigh, 
U.S.N.R. 

lOHN L. 

Oct. 31, 1944 Lt. Cdr. J. E. Allen, U.S.NJI. 

Williamson 

Presley 

Nov. 7, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. R. S. Paret, 
U.S.N.R. 

Williams 

Nov. 11, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. L. F. Loutrel, Jr., 
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i?£STSc' “ Eiv. 
srcci5:r 

Osase: 

I_v>aG- 

Lcr 

Baebe::, 

Le’.'tt 

jrcCC.NNETJl 


DATE 

ccJinnssLCM: 

r-Ay I, l?4' 
ruiy iS. 

-£:iir- i. IF~y 
ScpL. 12. 1?4} 
Cci--. IQ. 1F4. 

T'~' 
Jllr,' 2S. D'-^' 


ri-Aj t 

r CCmLAyDDlG- 

OEFICEK 

EE Cdri. C. iL. SiTnmcrr 
El. Car. B. StaadartsT. 

irsj>rjE. 

Et. Car. E. C. JVaadu:(rrd 
El. Car. Jdrncs- E. BaaQdi 
' Et. E. T. B. SultKan 
Car. ErartE rr". Sa'trnuit 
Car. Dcrmts- D. Hdrrfiihrrvs-, 


DESTEOVaR DATE Fl^lST 

ESCORT C0mmS10^■■ED CO^LMJSDlyQ 

OFFICER 

TtiC5f.\£CN Ecc. IQ, m.' Et. Car. C. B. Eiririaucs. 

CSTE. 

JcKrr.v*v Dor. 17 , L^ 4 Q Et. Car. fnd C. BUtir^ 

CSSB. 

Xeavacvx ^~m. 2 F, 1947 Et. Car. TT. C. ileyer, 

CSJS'B. 

J^njDtE Dec. F. 1947 Et. Car. R. M. Eatddc'.’. Jr. 

KetievST Tar. 7, 1944 Et. Car. 1. E. Cammarr. 


CSTEEHAES 


csy'Ju. 



csyjL 

r:£::e 12. 19~' 

Car. BE E. Gretp. CSAUL. 

COFEX 

Jim. 19, 1944 

Et. A. F. Chester, CSyJL 

Fasss 

paw 22. L'^47 

Et. Car. Sr. BrcQrtiildri. 

liCEU 

FeB. 11, E44 

Et. Cdr. F. y. Ciimmeiccrd. 

Basc>- 


Dsy-PL. 



CFSB. 

paly 7. 1947 

Et. Car. Donald BlcTldiar, 

Oteex 

Feb. 21, D^44 

Et. Cdr. D. 51. Kerr. 


pily L% L^47 

D.syju. 



csyR. 

Acsee 

Et. Car. IK. FT. fffipfrana. 

Eobb.ase 

51ar. F. 1944 

Et. Cdr. E. C. 510110;. 

Amioe 


rAATi^L 



usyR. 

paly 2F.. 194? 

Et. Car. F. C. BlcCane 

Ev-ttes 

51ar. IF. L°44 

Et. Cdr E. p. Theriault, 

AtEEsrcff 

Aaz. 29. 1947 

Et. Baal E. BlanrcU. Jr. 



csyR. 

BccxrE 


CSJS'JE 

WlLETA.At K 

51ar. 2S. E44 

Et. p. E. DacertpaTi. 

Sciit. 19. D^P' 

Et. Car. Donald IK Todd 

PCWEIX 


csyjL 

Okkcee. 

Cct. 24. 1947 

Et. Car. Frederdt IK Kattn 

SCCTT 

July 2Q. D47 

Et. Cdr. C. S. KirhpatrLh, 

CCC.NER 

Aaz. 21, 19~7 

Et. Car. J. 71. Staart 


c.syB. 

FXEKtnuE; 

Aa'^. FT. 1947 

Et. Charles R. Earnulorr. 

Egkks 

Aa^. 20. L°47 

Et. Cdr. Edwin K. IVinn. 



DSAIJI. 



csyR. 

•SUvs-iE 

Sept. ?,. 19^7 

Et. C. 51. Fe-loivs. CSyAR 

ENKnnrr 

Su>pt. E, E47 

Et. Cdr. A. fliidner 

• Fe^neaviee. 

Suit. L7 19-^7 

Et. p. E. Ahe-t. CSy-JC 

CCOtBAECE 

Oct. L', E-^7 

Et. Cdr. E. S. Kintbcry.r 

5£racv 

Suit. Z', £«-'.= 

• Et. John C. Shencer 

Dasuy 

yov. IF, E47 

Cdr. D. D. EuTTtQhreys. 

•SvEESCEE 

Fcif. 29. 1947 

Et. Car. A. B. Brtdli;. Jr. 



liy'R. 



csjyji. 

rccrcuxs Ecvck- 

pan. IF, IFA' 

Cdr. iL B. Randolph, 

•Kesecij 

Oct. 6. 1947 

Et. Car p. C. Toft. pr. 

WCC0 


csyR. 



Dsjys^ 

F!v\.\CS JF Kobcn- 

Part. IF. D44 

Et. p. E. Pohansen. 

•SFcA-n.v 

Oct. 11. Dip- 

Car. C. F. Eooper, DSypu. 

SCN 


esds'R. 

rSEMTEEEE 

Oct. IS'. 19^7 

Car. p. R. Eftdidcfd. 

SCLVX 

Feb. L', D44 

Et. Cdr E. A. Kail, 



csyjx. 



csyR, 

StE.\nn 

Oct. Z9 1947 

Et. Car r.T.Rulrrcth. pr. 

Fcweex 

51ar. 1'. 1944 

Et.Cdr.G. S. p.Forde. 



C*FKVJv- 



csy.R. 

C?v!Se;\es:n 

yac. 1. LtP' 

Car. Ecrrnan Rddt. 

Sp.angembesu 

April LF D-i4 

Et. T. E. F. IVldiriev. 



csydE 



csyR. 

Fa.meel. S. SlitEE 

yav. -i. DP' 

Et. Car. G. B. Code. 

Kuddexcw 

51a; IF. D44 

Et. Car. 51. IF. Greenuush. 



esypL 



csyR. 

va'esc.v 

yac. 11. DP~ 

Et. Car. C. F. Eaca~ncvcr, 

Day 

pane IQ. E44 

Et. Cdr. K. E. Re'd. 



csyjp 


csyR, 

SEUnCE 

yav. 17. D7' 

Et. Car. Ronald E. Crarner. 

Oeaecee 

51a-;9.D-^4 Et 

2 Cdr A. C. Panes. CSyR- 



cs'yy. 

Ecbges 

Bla; E, D44 

Et. Cdr. K B. Staadeciter. 

S’A’EISEX 

yav. 24. DT 

Et. R. y. Ecnmm. C.SA'JR. 



csyR. 

Seeam 

Dec. 1. D4~ 

Et. Cdr.p, R. Efnton. pr.. 

StEAV.vxr 

510^; 71. D47 

Et. Cdr B. C. Tuner. 



csyy. 



csyR 


CccT'-i.iy 


B:s^■E 3 

CA~r rr^~f Ti£CS£AS 
■VA'LNGEtEEa 



Eeo. F. 194' 

Et. D. S. Bill. Pr 

S~Krm’.V4T 

Fee. L'. l'^7 

Et. Sheldon E. Kinnc'; 

StCCKE 

Fee. ZP D~' 

Et. Car E B. Eadnvood. 



csyjT 

KETrE; 

Dee. 27. CP7 

Et. Car. IK E. Fatnarn. 



csyji. 

Tc.m:ck: 

Parr. 1. IF-- 

E. Cdr. Donald Sloddiar. 



csyjT 

J. Kicr.Axa IV'.axd 

Icnr. 24. 194^ 

Et. Car. E G. Terne". 

OrrExsrrrrEX 


csyjx. 

Sl-CAE 

Part. 2S. I'-f— 

Et. Car. Eoward F. Ford';. 

SNc-'avde^ 


csyjx. 


K-F. 1. Deo 

E. p. B. Shrirnw.r;. CSOIE 

ST-.VNTGN 

Feb. IZ C^- 

E. F. IK Crotidt. Jr 

S"' ASEY 

Feb. 21. leea 

Et. E F. Fsrber. CSyE, 

MAKUE.A.ND 

yire. 7. l'^7 

Car. E D. DcR.r;. CSyPu. 


Ces. 1. CP- 

E. p. 1. KAAIE. 

Ecket 

Cd. IS. 

Et. C,ir p. y. 51eDonald 


sy-. i-’-F 

Lt. C.E. E. 51. Friessen 

Ca.aie 

Ka-. K. Z-P~ 

E. Cdr. y~. Eamll 

Eoav.aeei D.. Csc'v 


June Id. D47 

Et. Cdr Frederic E'. Ktifis 

paly 1. 1947 

Et. Cdr. Eenr; F. Mieideh. 


csyE 

Paly E. 1947 

Et. Dnr;tan CaKinsn. 

csyR. 

Pal; 26. EF' 

Et. Eadlal A. Kail. 

csyE 

Paly .9 £«-' 

Et. D. A. Smith. CSyR, 

A-’/iT- 6. EE 

Et. Cdr ir. B. Fartn 

Aai. 16: EA' 

E. Cdr. E. E. Garia 

Aai Z'. E~' 

E. Cdr. .1. Padaort. /'. 



7. E-!' 

E. Cdr. C. S. Birrhn. 

Aa}, 71. E-^' 

Et. E. 51. Codsc'u CSSR. 

Sdi. S. E4' 

Lt. Cdr G. 1. Etich. 


CS.e.G, 

Aae:. .'Q. E~' 

Lt. Cdr Bret E. Brdller. 


cs.c.c. 

SuQH. 16. E-' 

Cdr F. B. .Uavor. CS.C.C. 

Suit. 27. E-' 

Et. Cdr. D. T. J darns. 

*■ 

CS.C.C. 





DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 

DESTROYER 

DATE 

FIRST 

escort 

COMMISSIONED COMMANDING 

ESCORT 

COMMISSIONED COMMANDING 



OFFICER 



OFFICER 

Daniel A. Joy 

April 28, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. F. E. Lawton, 

Frybarger 

May 18, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G. C. Ewing, 



U.S.N.R. 



USN.R. 

Lough 

May 2, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. B. C. Turner, 

Holt 

June 9, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. V. Blue, U.SNJI. 



USN.R. 

JOBB 

July 4, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Herbert M. Jones, 

Thomas F. Nickel June 9, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. C. S. Farmer, 



V.SNJt. 



UBNM. 

Parle 

July 29, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. C. Toft, Jr., 

Pehfer 

June 15, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Wesley F. Jones, 



USNJl. 



UBNJi. 

Bray 

Sept. 4, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. A. Hetherington, 

TINSMAN 

June 26, 1944 

Lt. TF. G. Grote, UBN.R. 



H, U.SNJi. 

Foreman 

Oct. 22, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. C. A Mansion, 

Bancust 

Oct. 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. C. F. MacNish, 



UJ.N.R. 



UB.N.R. 

■Whitehurst 

Nov. 19. 1943 

Lt. Cdr. James R. Grey 

Waterman 

Nov. 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. W. B. Hinds, 

England 

Dec. 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. IF. B. Pendleton 



UBNJl. 

Witter 

Dec. 29, 1943 

Cdr. A. C. Davis, U.S.N.R. 

Weaver 

Dec. 31, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. R. S. Paret, 

Bowers 

Jan. 27, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Frederic IF. Hawes 



US.NJI. 

WiLLMARTH 

Mar. 13, 1944 Lt. Cdr. J. G. Thorburn, Jr., 

Hilbert 

Feb. 4, 1944 Cdr. J. IF. Golinkin, USNJt. 



USN.R. 

Lamons 

Feb. 29, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. C. K. Hutchison 

Gendreau 

Mar. 7, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. A. D. Kilmartin 

Kyne 

April 4, 1944 Cdr. A. Jackson, Jr., U.SN.R. 

Fieberlinc 

April 11, 1944 Lt. Cdr. E. E. Lull, USNJt. 

Snyder 

May 5, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. E. Moore, U.SN.R. 

William C. Cole 

May 12, 1944 

Lt Clay Harrold, U.S.N.R. 

Hemmincer 

May 30, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. R. Bodler, 

Paul G. Baker 

May 25, 1944 

Lt. IF. G. Cornell, UB.N.R. 



U.SN.R. 

Damon M. 

June 29, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. C. R. Milieu, 

Bright 

June 30, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. IF. A. McMahan, 

Cummings 


V.SN.R. 



V.SNJI. 

Vammen 

July 27, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. L. M. King, Jr., 

Tills 

Aug. 8, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. L. Brooks, Jr., 



U.SN.R. 



USN.R. 

Jenks 

Jan. 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Julius F. IFay 

Roberts 

Sept. 2. 1944 

Lt. R. M. Catharine, Jr., 

Durik 

Mar. 24. 1944 

Lt. Cdr. K. B. Smith 



US.NJI. 

Wiseman 

Apnl 4, 1944 Lt. Cdr. TV'. B. McClaran, Jr., 

McClelland 

Sept. 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G. D. Williams, 



US.NJI. 



UBJ4.R. 

B’eber 

June 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. R. N. Norgaard 

Cates 

Dec. 15, 1943 

Lt. G. A. Prouse, U.S.NJi. 

Schmitt 

July 24, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. T. D. Cunningham 

Gandy 

Feb. 7, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. IF. A. Sessions, 

Frament 

Aun. 15. 1943 Lt. Cdr. S. T. McAdams, Jr., 



U.S.N.R. 



UBN.R. 

Earl K. Olsen 

April 10, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. W. F. DeLong 

Harmon 

Aug. 31, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. K. E. Read, 



UBNJR. 



USN.R. 

Slater 

May 1, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. M. J. Blancq, 


Greenavood 

1-OESER 

GlLtETTE 

Underhill 


Sept. 25, 1945 Lt. Cdr. Alvin H'. Slayden 
Oct. JO, 1943 Cdr. Chester A. Kunz, 

USJ4.R. 

Oct. 27, 1943 Cdr. T. G. Murrell, U.S.NJI. 
Nov. 15, 1943 Lt. Cdr. S. R. Jaclison, 

U.SJ4.R. 


Oswald 

Ebert 

Neal A. Scott 
Muir 


June 12, 1944 
July 12, 1944 
July 31, 1944 
Aug. 30, 1944 


US.NJR. 

Lt. E. L. Patton, U.SL4JI. 
Lt. Cdr. F. Gibbs, U.SJ4Jt. 
Lt. P. D. Holden, V.SJ4JI. 
Lt. T. A. O’Gorman, 
U.S.N.R. 


Henry R. Kenyon 

DeLonc 

Coates 

Eugene E. Elmore 

Bull 

Bunch 

Rich 

Spangler 

George 

Raby 

Marsh 

Currier 

OSMUS 

Earl V, Johnson 

Holton 

Cronin 


Nov. 30, 1943 
Dec. 31, 1943 
Jan. 24, 1944 
Feb. 4, 1944 


Cdr. Charles M. Lyons 
Lt. Cdr. R. C. Houston 
Lt. Cdr. W. S, Willis, Jr. 
Lt. Cdr. C. L. Conkey 
US.N.R. 


Aug. 12, 1943 Lt. D. W. Famham, 

UJSH.R. 

Aug. 21. 1943 Lt. Cdr. A. A. Campbell, 

U.S.NJi. 


Oct. 1, 1943 Lt. Cdr. E. A. Michel, Jr. 
Oct. 31, 1943 Lt. Cdr. W. A. Burgett 
Nov. 20, 1943 Lt. Cdr. J. E. Page, U.SJ4.R. 
Dec. 7, 1943 Lt. Cdr. James Scott, 11 
Jan. 12, 1944 Lt. Cdr. Perry M. Fenton, 

UB.N.R. 


Feb. 1, 1944 Cdr. A. L. Lind, UBJ4JI. 
Feb. 23, 1944 Cdr. Richmond Jackson, 

V.SJ4.R. 


Mar. 18, 1944 Lt. Cdr. J. J. Jordy, UBJ4.R. 
May 1, 1944 Lt. Cdr. J. B. Boy, UBH.R. 
May 5, 1944 Lt. Cdr. A. G. Cooke, 

^ U.SJVM. 


Sutton 

Dec. 22, 1944 

Lt. T. IF. Nairo, VJSN.R. 

Tatum 

Nov. 22, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. IF. C. P. Bellinger 

Borum 

Nov. 30, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. J. K. Davis, 
U.SH.R. 

Maloy 

Dec. 13, 1943 

Lt. F. D. Kellogg, V.S.N.R. 

Haines 

Dec. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Elmer C. Powell, 
U.SNJi. 

Runels 

Jan. 3, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. H. G. Claudius, 
UB.N.R. 

Holus 

Jan. 24, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G. D. Kissam, 
U.SN.R. 

Gunason 

Feb. 1, 1944 

Cdr. H. G. White, U.S.N.R. 

Major 

Feb. 12, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Augustus Knight 

Weeden 

Feb. 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. C. F. TilUnghast, 
UBJIJt. 

■Varian 

Feb. 29, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. C. W. Petrie, 
'■ U.SN.R. 

Scroggins 

Mar. 30, 1944 

Lt. Herbert Kriloff 

Jack W. Wilke 

Mar. 7, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. R. D. Lowther, 
V.SJNJI. 


• Subsequently leased to BraziL 



DESTROYER. 

DATE 

FIRST 

DESTROYER 

DATE 


HSCOitr COMMISSIONED 

COUDLLNDING 

ESCORT COSanSSK/NED CCMWivrmrrT 



OFFICER 



OFFICEH- 

Ramsden 

Oct. 19, 1943 Lt. Cdr Joseph R. Madacey, 

Leland E. iHcrLis 

June 19, 1944 

Ht.. Cdr. ZL EL. EaicTjbcr^, 



GS.C.G. 



esnr.. 

Mills 

Oct. 12, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. J.. S. Muzzy, 

Chester TJ . 

July 3, 1944 

Lt..Cdr. Ri'diard L..TVhiie. 



E.S.C.G. 

O'Brien 


ESNR. 

Rhodes 

Oct. 23, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. E. A. Coffin, Jr, 

Dodclis a. SfaNRO 

July II, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G. Morris. ESNR 



ES.C.G. 

Dufilko 

July 21, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr..A..E..Nienau.. 

Richey 

Oct. 30, 1943 Lt. Cdr. P. D. Mills, GS.C.G. 



ESNR. 

Savage 

Oct. 29, 1943 

Lt. Oscar C. Rohnke, 

EIias 

Aug. 2, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr A..SL. TVlilie. 



ES.C.G. 



ES.NR.. 

Vance 

Nov. 1, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. E. A. Anderson, 

CORBESIER 

Mar.. 31, 1944 Lt.. Cdr. TVm.. B.. Porter 



ES.C.G. 

Conklin 

April 21, 1944 Cdr.. D.. C.. Bravnr. 

Lansing 

Nov. 10, 1943 Lt. Cdr. Simon R. Sands, Jr. 



ESNR: 



ES.C.G. 

McCoy Reyncids 

May 2, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. Edivih R. TVthn, 

Ddevnt 

Nov. IS, 1943 

Lt. Cdr C. C.. Knapp, 



ES.N.R. 



ES.C.G. 

■William Setverling 

June I, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G.F.. Adams.. Jr., 

Calcaterra 

Nov. 17, 1943 

Cdr. H. J. Wuensch, 



ESJNR. 



ES.C.G. 

Uevert XL XrcoKE 

July IS, 1944 

Lt. Cdr F. D. Roosevelt. Jr, 

Chambers 

Nov. 22, 1943 

Cdr. H. A. Louffitlin, 



ESJNR.. 



ES.C.G. 

Kendall C. C\md- 

July 31, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr.R. tv:. Johnson, 

Merrill 

Nov. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdr Irvin J. Stephens, 

BELL 


ESJNR. 



ES.C.G. 

Cess 

Aug.. 2S; 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G.S.. Kirkpatrick, 

Havereteld 

Nov. 29, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. J. A. Mathevis, 



ESJNR. 



ESNR. 

Cridy 

Sept.. II, 1944 Lt.. Cdr. F. R. King,. 

SiVENNING 

Dec. 1, 1943 Lt. R. E. Peek, Jr, US3NR. 



ESJNR.. 

WiT.T.TS 

Dec. 10, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. G. R. Atterbiiry, 

CHiVRLes E- 

Nov:. I, 1944 

Car. D.. TTC. Todd: 



ESJNR. 

Er.\nngn 



Janssen 

Dec. 13, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. H. E. Crass, 

Albert X. Hvrris 

Nov. 29, 1944 

• Lt. Coh. Sidher: King 



ESJNR. 

Cross 

Jan. 3, 1941 

Lt..H..E Mnshali; ES.NR.. 

WiLHoriE 

Dec. IS, 1943 

Lt. E. B. Rath 

Hanna 

Jan. 27, 1943 

Lt. Cdri M. Johnston 

COCKRIIL 

Dec. 24, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Sherman Famham, 

Joseph E. Con- 

Feb.. 23, 1943 

Lt.. Cdr M. C. TValle:,', 



ES.NR. 

.NCELl' 


ESJNR. 

Stockdale 

Dec. 31, 1943 

Lt. R. TV. Luther, ESUR. 

Chlican 

May 12, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. C..E.Bull, ESJNR. 

Husem 

Jan. 13, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. TV. TV. Lav/. 

Eormoe 

Oct. 3, 1944 

Lt..Cdr..J. CL. Spencer 



ESJNR. 

Eeyliger 

Mar. 24, 1943 Lt. Cdr. A. F.. aiacer. Jr... 

Holder 

Jan. 13, 1944 

Lt. Cdr, Cearze Cook, 



ESJNR. 



ESJNR. 

OXCCLE 

Jan.. 22, 1944 

Lt. Cdr..J..G. Ehzenspergny 

Richard S. Bull 

Feb. 26, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. A. rr. Gardes, Jr 



Jr.,. ESJNR. 

Richard JL 

Mar 9, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. H". A. Barnard, Jr 

John J. Eqivers 

Feb. 29, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. E. Allan- Laev:,. 

Rowell 





ESJNR. 

EI’ERSOIE 

Mar. 21, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. G. E. Marin 

XLascn 

Mar. 20, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr.. TVm. M. Blackford.. 

Dennis 

Mar. 20, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. S.. Hansen, 



ESNR 



ESUR. 

John XL 

April 3, 1944 

Lt. M. Beerman,. LSJs'R. 

Edmonds 

April 3, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. C.. S. Barker, Jr. 

Bermingham 



Shelton 

April 4, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. L. G. Salomon, 

Edward H Allen 

Dec.. IS, 1943 

Lt. Cdr. Merrill. M. Saipard 



ESJNR. 

XWEEDY 

Feb. 12, 1944 

Lt. Cdri.T..D..Cunmhgnam. 

Sirads 

April 6, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. D. AL Nienstedt, 

Eow.ard F. Clars. 

Mar: 23, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. E. B..Edyden 



ESJNR. 

SiLVERSTEIN 

July 14, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. Franklin A^Eeecc, 

La FR.VDE 

April 20, 1944 

Lt. Cdr C. M. Fellav/s, 



ESNR.. 



ESJNR. 

Letvis 

SepE 3,. 1944 

Lt. Cdr. R. H.. Stevens, 

Jace SIiller 

April 13, 1944 

Lt. Cdr. J. TV. TVhaley 



ESNR. 

Staeford 

April 19, 1944 

Lt. Cdr r. E. Craiz, Jr, 

Bivin 

Oct. 31, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. M. Kell: 



ESJNR. 

PlT-r 

June 26, 1943 

Lt. Cdr.E.K.TVinn, 

Walter C. Wann 

Mu') 2, 1944 Lt.. Cdr. T. Ir".. Stedman, Jr, 



ESNR.. 



ESJNR. 

Ahrens 

Feb.. 12,. 1944 

Cdr M. H..Harris. ESNR. 

Samuel B. Roberts 

April 23, 1944 

LI. Cdr. R. W. Copeland, 

Barr 

Feb.. 13, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. H.. EL Lavs. 



ESNR. 



ESNR. 

LeRay Wilson 

May 10. 1944 

Lt. Cdr. M. V. Carson,. Jr, 

Alex-ander j. Ldke 

Feb.. 19, 1944 

Lt.. Cdr. H. A- Peterson, 



ESJNR. 



ESNR. 




Robert L. Baine: 

Feb.. 23, 1944 

Lt. Cdr.Draytan Cadiran, 


Laivrejjce C. Tay- UTay IJ, l94-f Lt. Cdr. iu Cullinan, Jr. 

LOR 

Melvin R. Naw- iSfay IS, 1944 Lt. Cdr.. Frederic TV. Kirisiey 

MAN 

Oliver J^Iitceell J-une 14, 1944 Lt. Cdr. K. J_ Earclcr;, 

jjflvJl 

Tahberer May 29, 1944 Lt. Cdr.. HI. Flaite, 

C-FdfJL 

Robert F. Keller Jzirie 17, 1944 Lt. Cdr. Raymond J. Toner, 

FSJVJL 


USCLIL. 

Rhey Mar .. L 9,. 194~ Cdr .. Frartii . Gardner Gould . 

Leslie E. B. Knox: Mar .. 22.. 1944 Lt . f - A - Magett , GSJSLEL . 
SrdN'tiETY Mdr ^ rZ , 1944 Lt .. Cifr_ TVm Craft fenntngr .. 

GSALR. 

Meuvier Abril T, 1944 Lt..Cdr..F..Kemarr, GSALR- 

GhirceA. Tchnscn April IF, 1944 Lt .. Cdr .. Aiziin. Robinson, 

GS91R.. 

Charley L. Kimmel April 20, 1944 Lt.. Cdr. F.. G.. Starr:, Jr,. 

GS 9 LR . 
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DESTROYER-ESCORTS CONVERTED INTO 


DE^IRANSPORTS 


Charles Lawence (APD 37) 
Daniel T. Griffin (APD 38) 
Gantner (APD 42) 

George W. Ingram (APD 43) 
Ira Jeffery (APD 44) 

Lee Fox (APD 45) 

Amesbury (APD 46) 

Bates (APD 47) 

Blessman (APD 48) 

Joseph E. Campbell (APD 49) 
Sims (APD 50) 

Hopping (APD 51) 

Reeves (APD 52) 

Chase (APD 54) 

Laning (APD 55) 

Loy (APD 56) 

Barber (APD 57) 

NsmiAN (APD 59) 

Liddle (APD 60) 

Kephart (APD 61) 

CoFER (APD 62) 

Lloy0 (APD 63) 

Joseph C. Hubbard (APD 53) 
Hayter (APD 80) 

Scott (APD 64) 

Burke (APD 65) 

Enright (APD 66) 

Crosley (APD 87) 

Cread (APD 88) 

Ruchamkin (APD 89) 

Kirwin (APD 90) 

Kinzer (APD 91) 

Register (APD 92) 

Brock (APD 93) 


★ 

John Q. Roberts (APD 94) 
William M. Hobby (APD 95) 
Ray K. Edwards (APD 96) 
Arthur J. Bristol (APD 97) 
Truxtun (APD 98) 

Upham (APD 99) 

Barr (APD 39) 

Ringness (APD 100) 

Knudson (APD 101) 

Rednour (APD 102) 

Tollberg (APD 103) 

WiLUAM J. Pattison (APD 104) 
Myers (APD 105) 

Walter B. Cobb (APD 106) 
Earle B. Hall (APD 107) 
Harry L. Corl (APD 108) 

Belet (APD 109) 

Julius A. Raven (APD 1 10) 
Walsh (APD 111) 

Hunter Marshall (APD 112) 
Earhart (APD 113) 

AValter S. Gorka (APD 1 14) 
Rogers Blood (APD 115) 
Francovitch (APD 116) 
England (APD 41) 

AVitter (APD 58) 

Bowers (APD 40) 

Jenks (APD 67) 

Durik (APD 68) 

Yokes (APD 69) 

Pavlic (APD 70) 

Odum (APD 71) 

Jack C. Robinson (APD 72) 


Bassett (APD 73) 
John P. Gray (APD 74) 
Joseph M. Auman (APD 117) 
Weber (APD 75) 
Schmitt (APD 76) 
Frament (APD 77) 
Kline (APD 120) 
Raymon Herndon (APD 121) 
Scribner (APD 122) 
Diachenko (APD 123) 
Horace A. Bass (APD 124) 
Wantuck (APD 125) 
Bull (APD 78) 
Bunch (APD 79) 
Bray (APD 139) 
Gosseun (APD 126) 
Begor (APD 127) 
Cavallaro (APD 128) 
Donald W. Wolf (APD 129) 
Cook (APD 130) 
Walter X. Young (APD 131) 
Balduck (APD 132) 
Burdo (APD 133) 
Kleinsmith (APD 134) 
Weiss (APD 135) 
Carpellotti (APD 136) 
Don O. Woods (APD 118) 
Beverly W. Reid (APD 119) 
Tatum (APD 81) 
Borum (APD 82) 
Maloy (APD 83) 
Haines (APD 84) 
Runels (APD 85) 
Hollis (APD 86) 
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DESTROYERS CONCERTED TO 

MINE VESSELS 



★ 



LIGHT MINELAYERS 

(DM) 

Gamble (DD 123) 

Pruitt (DD 347) 

Tolman (DD 740) 

Ramsay (DD 124) 

Robert H. Smith (DD 735) 

Henry A. Wiley (DD 749) 

Montgomery (DD 121) 

Thomas E. Fraser (DD 736) 

Shea (DD 750) 

Breese (DD 122) 

Shannon (DD 737) 

J, William Ditter (DD 751) 

Tracy (DD 214) 

Harry F. Bauer (DD 738) 

Lindsey (DD 771) 

Preble (DD 345) 

Adams (DD 739) 

Gwin (DD 772) 

SicARD (DD 346) 


Aaron Ward (DD 773) 

HIGH-SPEED MINESWEEPERS (DMS) 

Dorsey (DD 117) 

Hovey (DD 208) 

Rodman (DD 456) 

Lamberton (DD 119) 

Long (DD 209) 

Emmons (DD 457) 

Boggs (DD 136) 

Hopkins (DD 249) 

Macomb (DD 458) 

Elliot (DD 146) 

Zane (DD 337) 

Forrest (DD 461) 

Palmer (DD 161) 

Wasmuth (DD 338) 

Fitch (DD 462) 

Hogan (DD 178) 

Trever (DD 339) 

Hobson (DD 464) 

Howard (DD 179) 

Perry (DD 340) 

Jeffers (DD 621) 

Stansbury (DD 180) 

Hamilton (DD 141) 

Harding (DD 625) 

Chandler (DD 206) 

Ellyson (DD 454) 

Butler (DD 636) 

Southard (DD 207) 

Hambleton (DD 455) 

Gherardi (DD 637) 


DESTROYERS CONVERTED INTO 


BESTS 


Manley (APD 1) 
Little (APD 4) 
Gregory (APD 3) 
Stringham (APD 6) 
COLHOUN (APD 2) 
McKean (APD 5) 
Schley (APD 14) 
Rathburne (APD 25) 
Talbot (APD 7) 
Waters (APD 8) 
Dent (APD 9) 
Tattnall (APD 19) 


¥ E R - I R A IS 


★ 

Kilti- (APD 16) 

Ward (APD 16) 

Roper (APD 20) 

Dickerson (APD 21) 
Herbert (APD 22) 

Crosby (APD 17) 

Clemson (APD 31) 
Goldsborough (APD 32) 
George E. Badger (APD 33) 
Gilmer (APD 11) 

Kane (APD 18) 


SPORTS 


Humphreys (APD 
McFarland (APD 
Overton (APD 
Sands (APD 
Williamson (APD 
Barry (APD 
Belknap (APD 
Osmond Ingram (APD 
Greene (APD 
Hulbert (APD 
Noa (APD 


12 ) 

26) 

23) 
13) 

27) 
29) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

28) 

24) 
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Berry, 543 

Bertholf, C. M., 463, 485 
Beyer, A. F., Jr., 425, 426, 534, 547, 
549 

BEraRLY, 25, 26 
Bewick, J.V., 542, 548 
Biddle, 42, 44, 366 
Bidw'ell, 73 
Bill, D. S., Jr., 548 
Billing, F. C., 547, 548 
Billingsley, E. B., 346, 361, 372, 546 
Biloxi, 387, 393, 432 
Binford, T. H., 51, 93, 98, 99, 103, 
105, 106 

Birmingham, 248, 319, 414, 418, 419 

Birtwell, D. T., Jr., 544 

Biscayne, 319 

Bismarck, 28 

Bismarck Sea, 464 

Bismarck Sea, Battle of, 257 

BrviN, 550 

Black, 389, 407, 545 

Black, H. D., Jr.. 74 

Blackett Strait, Mining of, 220, 221 

Blackford. Wm. M., 550 

Black Hawk, 51, 86, 93, 94, 97, 543 

Black Point, 514 

Black Prince, 356 

Black Swan, 364, 365 

Blackwood, 543 

Blair, 547 

Blair. R. H., 546 

Blake, E., 282, 545 

Blakeley, 29, 42, 44, 79, 366 

Blancq, M. J., 551 

Bland, J. T., 491 

Blandy, W. H. P., 14. 462, 465, 538 
Blankney, 370, 371 
Bledsoe, A. M., 539 
Blenman, W., 346 
Blessman, 346, 359, 547 
Bugh, 543 

Blinn, W. C., 51, 89, 98, 109, 110, 532 
Block Island, 287, 299, 301, 302, 306- 
308, 516 

Blue (I), 44, 47, 49, 51, 113-115, 166, 
168, 169, 171, 173-175, 214, 529 
Blue (II), 518, 524, 546 
Blue, V., 551 
Ely, R. L., 481 
Blyskawica, 129 
Bobolink, 197, 199 
Bode, H. D., 172 
Bodler, J. R., 551 
Boehm, H., 343 

Bogan, G. F., 418, 424, 434, 466 
Bogue, 287, 288, 291, 292, 300, 301, 
307, 313,511,512,533 


Boise, 51, 86, 88. 89, 101, 179, 181-183, 
321-323, 329, 420, 438, 453, 455 
Bolton Castle, 83 
Bonesteel, C. H., 31 
Booth, 548 
Booth, John, 37 
Borcykowski, F. M., 326 
Bordelon, 546 

Borie, 3, 44, 80, 289-291, 531, 533, 
545 

Borum, 298, 346, 359, 551 
Borum, J. R., 298 
Bos-nvicK, 299, 301, 302, 513, 547 
Bottom, J. T., Jr., 538, 540 
Bougainville Invasion, 242-248 
Boulonnais, 147 
Boulware, J. W., 412, 535, 545 
Bowen, H. G-, 262 

Bowers. 403, 471, 477, 486, 488, 492, 
551 

Bowers, J. T., 544 

Bowie, W. W., 549 

Bowley, C. M.. 487, 535, 540 

Bowling, J. F.. Jr.. 505, 512, 538, 547 

Boy, J. B., 551 

Boyce, T. E., 27 

Boyd, 387, 406, 407, 471, 544 

Boyd, C. E., 544 

Boyd, D. H., 183 

Boyer, R, B., 186 

Boyle, 140, 145-147, 302, 320, 335, 
375, 379. 545 
Brackett, 547 
Bradbury, H. G., 132, 279 
Braddy, R. E., Jr., 69, 70, 140, 141, 
143, 532, 545, 546 

Bradford, 272, 387, 389, 390, 407, 471, 
493, 534, 544 
Bradley, A. B., 548 
Bradley, R. R., 488 
Bradshaw, H. G., 292 
Brady, P. H., 396, 544 
Brainard, R. M., 130, 277 
Braine, 243, 272, 406, 407, 456, 471, 
481,486, 488, 492, 545 
Braisted, F. A., 30 
Braithwaite, 543 
Brallier, B. H., 548 
Branch, 25, 26 
Branson, J. J., 212 
Braswell, W. A., 61 
Bray, 551 

Breckenridge, 42, 44, 366 
Breeman, 301, 547 
Breese, 50, 220 
Brennan, 547 
Brestois, 147 
Brewer, S. B., 166, 539 
Brickerton, 543 


Bright, 471, 551 
Brilliant, 298 

Briscoe, R. P., 210, 211, 213, 216, 247, 
539 

Brister, 549 

Bristol, 11, 20, 24, 42, 72, 131, 140, 
145-147, 319, 327, 330, 333, 334, 531, 
546 

Bristol, A. L., Jr., 27, 28, 68, 71 
Brittin, B. H., 491 
Broadfoot, H. B., 36, 536 
Broadwater, 25, 26, 36 
Brodie, R., Jr., 140, 145, 321, 335, 532, 
539, 545 

Brogger, L. C., 445 
Bronstein, 299, 301, 548 
Brooke, R. J., 366, 537 
Brooklyn, 30, 68, 131, 132, 145-147, 
319, 381 
Brooks, 44, 404 
Brooks, J. L., Jr., 551 
Brooks, W. C., 425 
Broome, 28, 42 
Brough, 547 

Broussard, C., 28, 30, 69, 70 
Brousseau, H. G., 435 
Brown, 272, 387, 389, 390, 407, 450, 
451,471,493, 534,544 
Brown, B. F., 238, 262, 540, 541, 544 
Brown, C., 540 
Brown, C. B., 365 
Brown, D. C., 542, 550 
Brown, E. M., 251, 253, 385 
Brown, J. H., 439, 488, 534 
Brown, J. H., Jr., 518 
Broivn.W., 112, 114, 115 
Brown, W. D., 184, 541, 544 
Brown, W. S., 488, 524 
Brownson, 253, 268-270, 529, 544 
Bruce, A. D., 444 
Brumby, E., 545 
Brunei, Assault on, 522, 523 
Brush, 449, 518, 546 
Bryan, B. L., 352, 353, 354 
Bryan, L. A., 321, 322, 325, 545 
Bryant, 412, 420, 423, 438, 455, 471, 
477, 488, 492, 535, 545 
Bryant, C. F., 30, I3I, 132, 335, 345, 
361, 362, 363 
Bryony, 279 

Buchanan, 25, 26, 166, 168, 173, 179, 
181, 189, 190, 221, 222, 231, 232, 
270-272, 493, 524, 532, 544 
Buchanan, C. A., 482, 489, 541 
Buck, 30, 42, 131, 319, 326, 333, 531 
Buck, W. P.. 366, 367 
Buckley, 306, 307, 509, 510, 535, 547 
Buckley, F. D., 549 
Buckmaster, E., 120, 124, 125 
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Arthur Middleton, 153-155 
Arunta, 411, 420, 438, 455, 522, 523 
Arvida, 279 
Asagiri, 87 

Asagumo, 87, 105, 106, 419, 420, 422 

Asahi Maru, 92 

Asaka Maru, 156, 157 

Asashimo, 497 

Asashio, 87, 98-100, 257 

•‘Ash Can"— See “Depth Charge" 

Ashe, L. J., 377 
Asher, N. F., 49 
Asheville, 86, 107, 108 
Ashigara, 107, 108, 423, 523 
Assinidoine, 32, 128 
Ashley, C. O., 547 

Astoria, 117-120, 123, 124, 168, 171- 
173 

Ataco, 87,200, 201,419 

Atherton, 514, 548 

Atkeson, J. C., 156, 393, 534, 539, 545 

Atlanta. 123, 176, 189-191, 195-199 

Atlantic Conference, 32 

Atr-31, 441 

Atterbury, G. R., 533, 550 
Attu, Battle for, 249-251 
Augusta, 32, 73, 143, 145-147, 345, 
374 

Aulick, 10, 26, 403, 420, 440, 441, 471. 
544 

Ault, 524, 545 
Austin, 547 

Austin, B. L., 51, 140, 148, 149, 244, 
246, 263, 532, 539, 540, 544 
Austin, L. B., 166, 539, 540 
Australia, 117-119, 168, 169, 268,405, 
418, 455 
Awatea, 131 
Ayanami, 87, 201 
Aylmer, 543 

Aylwin, 11, 44, 50, 51, 115, 117, 118, 
120, 123. 249, 251, 253, 389, 393, 
407, 449 
Azerbaidjan, 82 

Babbitt, 42, 136 

Bache, 253, 268, 405, 411, 420, 471. 

481, 488, 492, 544 
Badger, 42, 130, 288 
Badger, O. C., 10, 14. 432, 536 
Badoeng Strait, Battle of, 97-100 
Badoglio, P., 329, 331 
Bagley, 44, 47, 51. 115, 165, 168, 171. 

173, 176, 256, 267, 268, 407, 434 
Bagley, D. W., 9 
Bailey (I), 26 

Bailey (II). 156-162. 387, 389, 407, 
412, 522, 523, 534, 544 
Bailey, L. S., 538, 547 


Bailey. L. W., 140, 146, 321, 545, 546 

Bainbridge (I), 7 

Bainbridge (II), 28, 31, 42 

Bairoko, Bombardment of, 223 

Bakanas. V. E.. 542, 549 

Baker, 312, 548 

Baker, C. A., 362 

Baker, F. J. T., 510, 547 

Baker, G. T., 537 

Baker, H. IV., 456 

Baker. W. D., 28, 31. 64, 402, 537 

Baketel, S. T., 364 

Balch, 11, 44. 113-116, 123, 125, 126, 
166, 176. 250 

Baldwin. 346, 351, 359, 375, 525, 545 
Balfour, 543 

Balikpapan, Naval Battle of, 88-92 
Balinski, E., 463 
Ball, F. H.. 271, 539, 544 
Ballande, Captain, 380 
Baltimore, 386 
Bampton, F. W., 457 
Banckert, 93, 94, 100 
Bancroft, 26, 155, 250, 253, 254, 387, 
389, 407, 522, 545 
Bangust, 407, 408, 551 
Bannock, 353 
Barber, 304, 548 

Barbey, D. E., 257, 258, 267, 454, 522 

Barclay, K. J., 550 

Barker, 51, 86, 93, 94, 97, 101 

Barker, C. S„Jr.. 548, 550 

Barker, N. C., 537 

Barnard, H. A., Jr., 436, 547, 550 

Barnard, H. C., 37 

Barnegat, 143 

Bames, W. R-, 380 

Barnett, 323, 350 

Barney, 29, 42, 44, 79, 366 

Baron, 407, 548 

Barr, 306-308, 524, 550 

Barry (1), 7 

Barry (II), 44, 80, 291, 533 
Bartlett, D. H., 441 
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